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“Parental Infitier.ces upon Students* .

Educational and Ocoupational

Aspirations^•

This study ozarriines the relationships betv/een Parents’

and students*

The data was obtained by administering a questionnaire

to two hundred secondary school students. Ninety-six of the

students were in Form Pour (eleven years of formal education)

hundred and four of the students were in Form One

(eight years of formal education). Among the subjects, there

hundred and thirty boys.

The subjects came from three Secondary Schools. Two of

these schools were in the niral areas, and one was in the out
skirts of the city of Nairobi.

The Educational Aspirations of the students was measured
the level of education they would like

to attain after their school certificate examination. The
subjects vrore asked to look realistically at their future and
the chances that may be available for furthering their educational
plans.

The Occupational Aspirations of the students was measured

by asking the students the kind of occupation they would like to

obtain, if all the necessary training vras made available.

significantly related to their educational and occupational

Educational and Occupational Aspirations.

Edx'/cational Attainment, their Occupational Status,

by asking the students.

v/hile one

Th© results showed that the eeg^of the subjects was

were seventy girls and one
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■bolh the

The fathers*

placed.

education and

educational

high aspirations.

the kind of parental

respondents

ajid the otatur-

education clearly emerged as

overall relationship to "both

significantly

rations of the respondents.
families, had generally very 

shed some light upon 
and mothers*

formation of the students*

(ii)

levGJL of edT^tion attained by the 

both their educational
respondents v/as

and occupational aopiraixcns.
educational and occupational aspirations of the 

related to their level of education

related to
The results also indicated that

These findings 
factors, namely, the fathers’ 
occupations, which are related to the 

and occupational aspirations.

are
of their parents’ occupations.

a very important factor in the 
educational and ocoupational aspi- 
Those respondents who came from well
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have s?..?z’n ’zj-jm interest in educational and

tions of «?tuAe:;ts,

on the aspects of aspirations* An
♦’ideal” aspiration satisfies

or perfect. or as an idea,

aspiration

achieved.

Research results indicate that educational and

The parent’s educaiion and occupation al gp

Since the ways in which

directly connected

in the classroom faced with great
and other educational goals,

career.

not directly taught
- students find themselves 

difficulty in their choice of jobs 
towards the end of their school

Sewell 1968;
These studies have mainly focused

occupational aspira— 
(Foster I968; Clignet I966;

Kins 1971; SoL'-x'sot 1970).

A ’’real"

studies, (Somerset I97O;
McQueen I965; Rehberg 1961) that students, 
loping countries,

especially in deve- 
have or seem to have unrealistic educational 

as well as occupational aspirations.
students form correct aspirations are not 
with the school’s formal curriculum

a person’s idea of what is good 
It exists only in the imagination, 

and as such is unlikely to be achieved.

real”

influence the student’s aspirations now, and in future.
It has been indicated by some

occupation
al aspirations are influenced by such factors as school type; 
school quality; examination marks and a student’s socioeconnmS n 
background.

”ide-J”

Many psychologists and educational.!sts in recent years,

on the other hand, exists in fact, and as such is likely to be

arid the "
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full

This is mainly as a
result of lack of correct information about vhat to expect

It would seem that the school must
play an iniportent role, if students are to choose realistic
educational and occupational goals.

the problem appears

limited opportunities of meeting people of various professionsi

His environment is not as rich.
to deal with the various occupational choices and to achieve

Paced with

Observation has shown that the way in i<dnch parents act

educational and occupational aspirations*

They also transmit

set of values about work in general, and certain types of worka
to a

as well as occupational aspirations. (Hxissen I9695 Boyle 1966).
The most crucial problem that faces

and occupational aspirations, is the measurement of aspirational

the appropriate educational goals in the future, 
such a situation, he often makes incorrect choices.

and hence, of leai'ning about the available job opportunities.
He is therefore less ecuipped

and what is available.

in particular.

of fantasy, have been made by students.

This has often r.eant that vrrong and unrealistic choices,

Poi' the rural high school student,

pT**? maj»y ^ef .genup for students is related to their

(Silvey I969? Simpson

a study of educational

This means that the parents function,

as social reinforcers of the student’s educationallarge extent.

even greater because, unlike his urban counterpart, he has

1962; Weeks I967). The parents furnish some kind of work role 
models with which the student can identify.
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levels. Studies of this kind have often asked students vjhat

they vfould like to do and what they thinJz they have reasonahlc

chances of doin^" (Somerset, 1970; Koster 1968), A lot of

fantasy and unx-’oalism is reflected in the way these questions

are ansv/ered.

like to he an engineer and then indicate a certain level of

educational attainment vzhich makes his choice unrealistic.

given in terms of realism.

Another problem is that research directed to finding

the relationship between educational, or occupational,

aspirations and parental influences is scanty.

Although all channels of education are used to fiLrther

vocational goals, we still find that studies have ‘not focused

the kind of jobs that students eventually obtain. Thison

necessitates a follow-up of students after they leave school.
In addition to this, there are substantial differences
between the inclinations of the students, and the occupational
opportunities likely to be open to them.

For thiscareers.
reason, questions on what education

to obtain

The examination taken at the end of fourth form is an

an important guide to the expectations and 
aspirations which they hold about future

means to the students go 
a long way to indicating the kind of jobs they hope 
after school.

The way in which students evaluate the meaning of their 
education is

Thus it becomes very difficult to evaluate the answers

For instance, a student may say that he would
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iinportaiit threshold in the Kenj'an educational system. It is
Thoseat this level that many students today leave school.

who continue for hicher education havo good chances of going
If the

aspirations of those students who cannot continue their

education are not properly adjusted to the realities,

innumerable problems and frustratij>n follow.

The rural fourth-form leaver offers a unique oppoartunity

for study, since his non-formal education on available job

Prom such a study, weopportunities is almost non-existent.

may be able to determine how he conceives his educational

An understanding of theand occupational aspirations.

student’s problems, in terms of his needs, may assist

teachers and schoi?l counsellors to help the student to adjust

to the outside world.

Since the inxral adolescent sees education as the only

possible way for a job, it is hoped that the study will

reveal the problems he encounters, and hence the way in which

he can be assisted.

to a decline in the occupational returns to a given level

of education. an understanding of how students form
their educational and occupational aspirations before they
leave school is useful. It might mean that the students
need more information

highly preferred, but which are scarce.

I

k ■'
I
I

Thus,

on the nature of jobs which are

on to University, and hence of obtaining good jobs.

The expansion of formal education in Kenya, has led
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This indicator, that cui intensive effort to inform

students of the occ-upation-al realities which confront them

after school is ir.dicponyable#

T?.is will help the students meJee properstudent;-•
adjustments to the realities of a rapidly closing

opportunity system.

In addition to this, the kind of influence that

occupation has on student’s aspira

tions might also he useful. It may reveal something about

the school system and the society which has shaped it.

Such information is useful to planners and administrators.

They may use it to identify some of the ways in which the

contemporary secondary school system is being used to
integrate student’s motivations with the social and

economic requirements of the country.

The manpower planner, as well, needs to knov; how a

student’s educational plans are related to the most
Such information willproductive periods of his life.

provide the basis of a comprehensive vocational information

and guidance system in the present day secondary schools.

parental education or

Implicit in this, is the

fact that teach'^rs sh.culd play a greater role in advising
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detailed study of aspirations

His sampleschool students in Kenya*
randomly selected schools from

Dataschools*two were co—'
in thefrom three schools which were not

done in order to cover as fully as we’’This wassample.
of secondary schoolscould the complete range of types

student ’ sHis
aspirations and expectations

asked how far they wanted
asked how
Somersetfar

• anticipated that the

Only

thouglit would he possible*
Somerset points out that the students e^coexisnce

He also shows that the type of school that

He uses three typeswants to continue his education*

aspirations*
the student attends is strongly associated with how far he

training. Firstly, the students were
Secondly, they were

about five per cent

continue their education to a higher level than they

schools,

to continue their education.
they thought they would be able to continue.

questions would produce very different 
cent of the sample

found in Kenya".
study had two main questions concerning 

for further education and

Somerset (1970) rriade a

of

among sc condary

all over Kenya*

•educational and tvfo were girls’

consisted of twenty—one
Seventeen of the schools were boys’

were also obtained

answers. However, eighty-eight per 
answered the two questions in exactly the same way.

of the sample said they would like to

seems to have affected both their expecta^tions and their
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Cat chmcnt arid H 't-ranfo-^ ^Unhools National Catchment Schools

are defined as those schools that recruit their students

They make selections of intalcefrom all evor the country*
■before other secondary schools, and attract teachers of high

Their physical equipment is of a high standard.calihi'e •
The Local Catchment Schools draw most of their intake from

They charge relatively lowa smaller area "by contrast.
Harambee Schools arefees and are aided by the Government.

those built by local self-help initiative, in response to
the shortage of places in government maintained schools.

Their intake is largely non—selective and staff is rather
poor compared with other types of schools.

Somerset shows that students at National Schools have
More than two—thirds want to continuehigh aspirations.

their education through to higher school certificate, and
By contrast,about three—fifths hope to go to University.

than three-quarters of the students in Harambeemore
schools are not aiming at anything more than a pass in the
school certificate examination at the end of their fourth

The aspirations of students in local catchment schoolsyear.

are intermedi3,te in character but are much closer to those
of Hai'ambee school students, than they are to those of

students in National Schools.

Apart from the type of school that the student has

attended, Somerset shows that educational aspirations are

schools to illustrate this point: — T; at i onal Cat chme nt. Loca
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stron£;iy oorrol^tod with school

mai’ks than tliOLze vrho want to leave school after the school

certi f i cat e exarai net ion.

reality factors are of

Pupils
form five is severe

n Somerset shows that not

He asked

The rest wanted to

of

vjrere good though not certain.

’’What do you think are

the two most important aspects

His results show that

education.

understand clearly tha.t selection for

go on to ’’higher

and they felt that their chances

major importance in determining the aspira.tions which 

fourth-form pupils have for further

school certificate” class, 

doing so

’’abil^ixes and personality

Somerset concludes that; ”

mentioned the pay.

given by about five per cent of

certificate performance.
Students v;ho want to continue their education to higher 
school certificate or University tend to have much better

Silvey also asked his respondents.

merely ability, but also school quality and the students* 
background factors, affect educational aspirations.

Silvey (19^9) surveyed over five hundred fourth-form

that their chances of further education hinge upon 
their academic achievement

students in ten secondary schools in Uganda, 
them what they hoped to do after completing senior four. 
Only one per cent in his sample said that they hoped to 
leave school and find a job.

of a job to consider?"
when thinking about your first job.

sixty—two per cent of his sample specified, "intoroat in the 
job”; fourty—nine per cent chose, 

well suited”; while twenty per cent

"Highly respeoied job” was
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sulijects*

Silvey says "fcha-t 'the Ugandan siudents* responses

su^£:est thr.-t sal-ery is a secoudari’^ aspect of prestige in a
Both r-alr^rj- and prestige are well behind morejob*

factors of interest and suitability when
students thii'k about their first jobs. Silvey considers

important in the attractiveness of an occupation.

His Ugandan respondents attached veryrecruitment”,

little importance to prestige in thinking about their
that aspirations do oftenfirst job.

respond to the reality of the market.
Durojaiye (1970) questioned one-hundred and ninety

six students in all forms of the International School in
Over sixty per cent of the subjects wished to goIbadan.

to the University.
McQueen (I965) interviewed one—hundred and sixty—

Eighty—four pertwo primary pupils in Port Harcourt.
cent of those questioned wished to pursue further educa—

Some of the reasons given for w-anting furthertion.

helping the family and self-improvement.

A smaller number mentioned the money or prestige that
might be gained.

Koff (1967) examined what primary pupils in Kenya

relate to their aspirations. His sample consisted of

being

education were.

therefore equate prestige with an incentive to

He says, however,

From his Ugandan evidence, he concludes that, ”We cannot

think are the purposes of their education, and how these

interests, abilities and personality — suitedness as
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The majority of the pupils
sav/ the nvjrcuit their education as providing; a chance

Those v;ho were

minority•

paying school feeswere:

for brothers and sisters;

Koff concludes that
education is principally seen
mobility. that occupations which are linked

with educational activities are preferred by pupils f

because they offer chances for further education. For
sample preferred to be a clerk

because of the following reason:
would like to have this Job (clerk) because I

shall be reading some books and I can continue
like that till I have
1967, p 402).

In investigating occupational aspirations Koff9

asked his respondents, ••What is the best Job to have in

Kenya?** In the order of popularity, the choices given were
as follows!

would prefer, named clerical
work. Koff indicates in his results that

as reasons, a high income;
status; and ’’serzice to the nation”.

’’Cash crop farmer”; clerical, and skilled 

labour type of jobs. When asked vzhat Jobs they pei'sonally 

both rural and urban pupils

given for studying hard 

a) helping one’s parents;

c) getting good. Jobs, 

d) living a comfortable life.

a good education" (Koff,

of

instance a boy in Koff’s

This means,
as a means towards social

Seme of the reasons
were in the

those who say

interested in knowledge for its own sake

thirty-three primary schools.

farming is the best Job give.

for personal as well as social mobility.
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"Farming is good

for yielded thirty per cent oC rural pupils replies
based on personal
f OOd e ilbciit tv.-enty-five per cent of the subjects

benefits that farming has to the nation.

In comparison, only thirty-nine per cent of rural pupils

thought that farming would be their career as against

Broken Hill in Zambia, was mainly concerned with the

aspects which make a job prestigious. His respondents

had twelve occupations to consider. These included
Cabinet Minister; Minister of Religion; police constable;
secondary school teacher; and domestic servant. The
respondents were trainees at the Railway training school
and had had at least nine years of education. They came
from families in which the fathers had had primary

traders and clerks. Kicks found that a
compound of gevp.ra.l attributes of a. job These include
the

and

individually. These factors

Clignet (1966) has 
on levels of aspirations:

is.

give some measure of the 

relative attractiveness of a job.

money earned; responsij^ility exercised; education 

and intelligence needed;

summarised results from various studies, 

Ivory Coast (1959); Mali (1961);

sei-viee-rendered to others;

the pov/er—and—i-nfiuence gained. Hicks concludes thcit 

these factors are more often found

rrentionr-3

In his sample, the open sentence:

reasons, such as its income, and free

education and were employed as teachers, gardeners,
■pre-stige.

fifty—one per cent of urban pupils who thought likewise.
Hicks (1966) study in the copper—mining town of

as a group and seldom
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He found that the Ivory Coast

results shov/ed a rise in aspirations vdth increase in school

level As the students i^:ot

CligTiet also

that the fields of technical work and teaching;found out

were most popular in all t)ie countries e?:amined.

risen, politics and agriculture seemed to he in little

Clignet discusses the
differences in aspirations hetxzeen pupils of rxiral and uirhan

origins# In Senegal, the results showed that iniral and urban

pupils* aspirations did not differ in level, though they did
differ with regard to types.

For instance. more rural pupils had desires to enter
teaching. In Gabon, urban pupils had higher level preferences
than their i*ural countei?parts. In Mali, there were large
rural—urban differences in terms of level and type of aspira
tions • The rural pupils again had a smaller proportion with
high ambitions.

Clignet concludes that the reasons for differences in

o^gs.nisatioxis—found in each of these countries These have
an influence upon the aspirations and professional motivations
of the school population. In Senegal, for instance, Wolof
pupils look towards a political career more than pupils from
other tribes. Clignet says that they are less attracted
towards the medical profession unlike other tribes.

In compa—

Cahen Senegal (19'^?) •

demand in all these groups.

they tended to aspire to high level Sobs.

Jiearer in Second3r*y school.

occupational aspirations are due to the traditional anoS
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Poster (15^5) interviewed two I’.undred and ten "boys in

The

like to ^et it* 5’'ou covld freely choose what you ivanted to

in fact,$

v/hen you leove school?”. Results show that fifty—one per

iobs. Less
Poster found

very high aspirations for continuing education. About
ninety—seven per cent of his sample hoped to carry on full
time schooling after fourth form. Regarding post—secondary
aspirations, he found that nearly three-quarters of his
group hoped for University education of some kind. Some
hoped to go to the University of Ghana while others were
interested in Overseas Universities.

Poster points out that there was a tendency for
students with higher parents.! education to have higher

The majority in this group

less educated backgr-ounds expected more often to find
themselves teaching.

as in most
countries. constitutes the principal mode of occupational
mobility for lower status groups”.

Heijnen (1967) presented

to one huntired and fifty—four rural puoils. An almost

cent chose to be artisans and ski 11 workers while twenty-
one per cent were interested in professional

Poster says that this reflects, 
”the general contention that tea^ching in Ghana,

a list of txventy—four jobs

nine ratidoml.y celocted middle schools in Accra.

occupational aspirations.

expected to enter clerical type jobs while those from

do?” and, ”1/13at kind of job do you o:<poct- to ohta-i n

thaii one per cent were interested in teaching.

renpondents w?rc £..sked, ”'7hat kind of job would ^’’ou really
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identical lict w?r £;ivcn to over one hurzlred urban pupils in

Kiz'-nra, Tan:: The jot -; v’-^re open to primary school

le?.verfj (/hich they occtipied a. very narrow part of

• ticral r; ''ctrnm< The pupils had to respond
on a five—pc'ini scale. They were required to indicate whether
they liked the job very h;uch or did not like it at all.1

The item II farmer" was placed seventh among both groups,
vzhile "house seiTvant" was bottom of the lists. Heijnen
collected the reasons given for choosing the good jobs and
avoiding the bad ones. Pourty—nine per cent of the sample

M nation-building" type of reasons, v/hile less thangave

thirty per cent gave financial reasons. Nearly three-
quarters of his respondents said that "house servant"
reminded them of

Heijnen sees a sense of reality in the pupil’s rating
of the item "farmer". He says that once students have failed,
they think it better to turn to farming than to swell the
ranks of the tmemployed in town. Prom the farm, they can at
least be assured of enough^ood and a reasonable money inoomA-

American researchers have made a substantial contribution
to the study of aspirations.

study to tttst the general hypothesis that levels of educational

and occupational aspirations of youth are associated with the
social status of their families. His questions were aimed at
the education the student planned to obtadn after graduating
from high school• All those students who planned to enter the

"slave labour", while others considered it

Sewell, st al (195?) undertook a

"woman’s work".

the total oc--,-
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university vrer-n clTied as

as havinr; low

e du c ?-t i c r. • • 1 .-pi r z-1 i on s •

The r..t\iJ.onts wer<i asked what kind of vocation they
planned to enter after hiffn school. Those who chose
occupations equal to

particular occupation.

are more likely to have higher level educational
aspirations, than are those from lower status families.
For males, the study also shows that high level educational

families.

plan

a

educatjonal plans. For

an almost

about educational and

Sewell's results indicate that females from high status 
families

was measured by the level of 
education needed for the

having high educational aspira- 
v.'hile all others vrere classified

aspirations, while 
were said to have low occupational aspirations. 

The occupational level

or higher than university lecturer 
were considered to have high occupational 
all others

tions,

a survey of students'

as related to their decisions

Sewell (1968) indicates that father's education has 

slightly stronger effect than mother's education on student's 

This is particularly so for males.

females, both father's and mother's education have 

equal effect on the student's aspirations.

Alan B. Wilson (1959) made 

interests

aspirations are more characteristic of those from high status 
Sewell shows that ninety per cent of the respondents 

from high status families plan to attend college while only 
thirty—tvzo per cent of those from low status families 
to do likewise.
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He the effect thatoccupational avpi’'?tionG.

Histhe education of the ye rente has on these aspirations.
•?t if the father has not completed, high school,results she*.’

it makes little difference whether the mother has gone to

It makes considerable difference however, ifcollege or rot.

not completed high school•
Krauss, Irvin (1964) made

of educa.tional aspirations among working-class youthsources
He found that among the possible sources ofin America.

educational aspirations, are experiences that lead, to dissatis

faction xTith a present status and interest in a new one.

Krauss shows that when the working-class father has not

completed high school, the mother’s educational achievement

does not influence the student’s post high school plans.

VJhen the father has completed high school, the mother’s

education strongly affects the student’s interest in college.

Where the mother and the father have both completed high

school, the majority of the respondents indicated that they

Thus the high schoolhad plans for higher education.
I experience of the parents influences students’ aspirations

for higher educj-tion.

Glick (1956) investigated the relationship between
educational level and potential income. He states that
educational attainment helps to determine the occupational

He concludesand income levels to which a person can aspire.

a similar investigation on

the father has gone to college, even though the mother has

that an investment in education increases the probability of
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(1974) administered questionnaires to students
to find out the idea,l and real occupational aspirations Heo

was mainly interested in the relationship of these aspirations
to selected personal and family factors®

1 strongly related to the students’ occupational aspirations®

occupational aspirations of the students are strongly related.
Overview

It appears clear that there is a widespread desire for
the kind of education that leads to a good job® The foregoing
studies show that educational and occupational aspirations are
related to various factors. the quality
of the schools attended; the student’s personal factors and
experience, and the parents’ education and occmpation appear
to be important.

In the American studies for instance, the status of the
family is shown to be significantly related to the student’ s
aspirations• Some of these studies show that the mother’s

no
education® the father’s education
has a slightly stronger affect

status of the father is
significantly related to the

on males than mother’s education®
This is also true for occupational

occupational aspirations of the 
students. (Davis 1573; Haller 1957; Maxwell I565).

Among these factors.

The major findings 
indicated that the educational attainment of the parents is

Powers,
financial sucass but does not guarantee its attainment.

Similarly, the occupational status of the father and the

education is of little significance if the father has had 
Sewell (1968) points out that



16 -
the available, research results

leave several questions unanswered* For exajTjples

(a) Will the abilities developed in formal
education assist the students in selecting
the kind of jobs to which they are best suited?

(!>) VJill students to a great extent think of the
1 rewards brought by certain jobs than of the

(o) Will jobs be found attractive principally by

those qualified to fill them?

Thejje are questions of interest which have not so far been
adequately answered by researchers*

More research is also needed,to show how prestige ftf-Foetg
desirability of jobs.

not involve a desire for that job.

selective cha^

economy.
inadequacies of It is in view of

be useful.

our present educational system.
this that a study of educational and

a lew individuals equipped for placement 
in the modem sector of the These facts show the gross

obligations that ensue in aspiring to such jobs?

1

In the African Stv.dies,

This is partly, why the Kenyan education 
system is being questioned^ because of its highly 
racter of producing only

Observation shows that job opportunities are becoming fewer 
and fewer relative to those seeking employment. Consequently:, 
the number of the jobless is rising, the period required to obtain 
employment is lengthening, and the formal qualifications for jobs 
are rising steadily

The work of McQueen (1968) and Koff (1967) 
for example suggests that perception of prestige in a job does

occupational aspirations can 
in revealing areas that need attention, and in which 

students can be guided.



CHAPTn^ THHE5

METliODCLOGY

This study hypothesises that several factors are related

to secondary school students’ educational arid occupational

aspirations The following hypotheses were considered in the
study;

Hs^oot bonis I
The age of a student is related to his educational

the higher are his aspirations# Silvey states that the older
the student is, the more likely is he to have had certain
life experiences which assist him in forming aspirations#

Hypothesis II
There is a relationship between the religious

occupational aspirations#
In the rural areas of Kenya, the religious affiliation. of a
person is given a lot of emphasis# It is therefore felt that
the religion in which a student has been "brought up. is related
to his educational and occupational aspir^ti orta

Hypothesis III
The 'bii;U^_order of a student is related to his

were forced to terminate further education i-----  in order to get 
jobs and assist their younger brothers and sisters.

his sample

affiliation of a student and his educational and

and occuoational a^irations.^
Silvey (I969) found in his study that the older the. student ia

educational and occupational aspirations^
Davis (1973) indicated that some first horns in
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Hyroth»?: n T7

3*5

i. r ■•ticr.n.

frcir. i’'.5-3 h?.vo higher aspirations than those who
came from larc*'*!' families♦

H;,TotheGis V

There is

mont and a student’s educational and occupational
aspirations.

Sewell (1?57) indicated in his study that students who received

re^lar parental enccura^jeraent on their work, had higher aspira

tions than these v/ho did not receive such help.

Hypothesis VI

There is a relationship between the educational
and his educational

King also

KypothesisJZTT

The educational and occupational aspirations of

males are higher than those of females.

occupational aspirations of form four students 

were higher than those of form one students.

aspired to go to university were sixty-nine per cent, and that 

this dropped to forty-cix per cent in form four.

found that the

and occupational aspirations.

King (1971) found in his study that form one students who

Igysl attained hy a student,

a relationship between parental enenurage-

•a rel ?.tionrhip between Ja^ly size and 

a rtud^nt’r ^'educational and occupational

Sow*^13 (l/-7-^') ir- licated in his study that students who came
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. •• 1 •»

5 r-.‘iicnc th/ir. there vr.is urban

1 rc-'orticn of nu’al boys vdth hi£:h;'?inT

asrirg.tio’in th*’?: thT'r'"^ x/’io urb;',n hoy*'-* howov«r,

there was a sno.ll^’r proportion of cirls vdth hi"h aspirations
than there was boys.

Hypothesis VIII
edt?.cat«-~d pArontn have higher

educational and occupational aspir^’ticns than
students with less educated parents*

Poster (19^5) shov/ed that in his study, there was a tendency
for students whose parents had attained high education, and
obtained good jobs to expect to enter clerical type of jobs*
Those from less educated backgrounds expected more often to
find themselves teaching*

Hypothesis IX

than students whose parents have less executive
jobs*

jobs*

niigrvt (’’/'h-*? r

In Sen'^’jal,

Students vdth highly.

>5 Ji

T'i-r-

of r*.:*

alw;-yn ; r'---': r'*,-' ■» j

'.•’re to ’'igh lovol jobs or*’ to high

T , t' or''* p gi'':'‘.t<‘r proportion

'. T'- : C’-ythd'' di ^■'•-.•ro’icori ir. the

Poster (1965) found in his study that there was a tendency for

Students whose parents have executive jobs have 
higher educational and occupational aspirations,

v.’rp’ bei

f fit t’. \ .u;':-: di f ^frojicon r.ro- r.r-t

students whose parents had executive jobs, to have higher 
aspirations than students whose parents had less executive
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^‘'opter r.tronoor tint tho mcial stc^tx’.r. of thn jvj.r-'nt?’

T)^ncrj -t5. r.-. c** tbn '^-•nstiorn?irn

A clrf!, (r-pi <“ndix V) consistin.'j of eichteen

r?' • 'truct-^d, ir, order to mn?.s\:rc tho variables inqnesti*“n;? ’.

the h;/3'Othep«r..
5

'^uerstion one which w.^s in four sections, required the

“birth order, and

It v/as felt that religion maythe sise of the family.

influence students’ aspirations, because in the rijiral areas of

Kenya, children are brought up with some kind of religious

Religious knowledge is alsoaffiliation.
The section on the birth orderamong those studied in school.

to find out whether they were first bornsof the subjects was
or later borns.

(Davis 1973).to have higher aspirations than later borns.
family size required the respondents to indicate

the number of brothers and sisters living in the same house.
Studies have indicated that family size influences students’
aspirations (Sewell I968).

In question two,three and four X'.’ere used.
the respondents were asked to state how they rated their
chances of continuing education beyond fourth form. The options
given were:

I am certain to continue my education
I have

respondents to indicate their age, religion,

As a measure of the students* educational aspirations,

a reasonable chance of continuing

a major subject

questions two,

occupation, alrc appeared to influence the students* a"5riretior.s.

Studies have indicated that first borns tend

The section on
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I r/Jl CV

of tho :

four.

Th** choices ^ven x^erc:

Tc.‘o''cr Tr-".r.ir* College
$

k Technical Tnetitut*?

.A.n A^ricvlturcl Institute

A Hi-hor Scheel Certificate Cless

A Con’nercial Coll'*^'^

education.

the respondents were askedIn questions five and seven,
They wereto report the educational levels of their parents.

The highest of thesegiven five categories to choose from.
while the lowest

The respondents were also

such as in a Trade School,
Training College. Questions ten and eleven sought knowledge
concerning the parents* occupations.

As a measure of the respondents’ occupational

and seventeen were used. The respondents were asked in
question twelve to state the job they would train for,

was, **did not go to school”.

asked in question six and eight to indicate whether their

’’had university education”,

A Fursing School.

Question four required the respondents to indicate the kind of 
enccuregement they received from their parents about further

categories was,

a Secretarial College or a Teacher

cr. -. th‘'y would like to join after form

y w-'r'-' gi’.’or. six choices and wore asked to

r.-t he ah’*-:- tc c-:ntirMc.

Qucstic?: throe r to o.sc^cs the w-’y sturlentc choices

-rd '^‘■•cond.

parents had had any education or training of other kinds,

aspirations, questions twelve, thirteen, fourteen, sixteen
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fifteen

was in rrl'^r to ch-ok th'^ consistency ^vi.th which the

Question thirteenthe;’’ wr')i < 71'--* to fio after cchcol •

Roue;?it kT.cwled.^-** of the level of education the respondents
thought was sufficient for the job of their choice.

Question fourteen required the respondents to indicate
the kind of jobs, that their r^arents would like to see them

In questions sizeteen and seventeen, thedo after school*
respondents vzere given two statements regarding the way one

The respondents were required to/jets a job in Ken^-a today.
indicate whether they agreed, disagreed, or were not sure
about these statements.

To show the respondents’ conception of the jobs that
would interest them in the future, they were given a set of
sixteen occupations in question eighteen and asked to rank

The occupations given, requiredthem in terms of prestige.
The highest of thesedifferent levels of education.

while the
lowest was no education at all.

Choice of the Sample
this pilot study was selected from children

in form ono in two urban secondary schools. The schools used
These

two schools were chosen because they were within convenient
walking distances.

The sample for

resron’entr. .'.rr’.'-r'-1 qu'’‘cticnn regarding the occupations

educational levels was University education,

giver, the rec'-n'-'-ry tr.’inir.g eprerturitios.

were Parklands Boys and Mgara Girls Secondary Schools.
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’’ r.

Th<: I'-'' t-’o 1 rtreduced the int*>rvie*..’er tc the

Thetc' cV,.-!'* to bo used in the stirly#

ter.chors tlier irtre'’.ucAfl the interviewer to the students*

1 ’..’ith th2 aid of the class registers, tv/enty "beys and twenty

^irls vz-ji»n raudos'.l^’’ selected. These ctulents who were selected

then moved into

questionnaire without interference.

Adj^.ir.ietr-.tior. of the ^^uortiz^r.n.eire

The inter’ziewer distributed the questionnaires to the

It v/as explained to the respondents that therespondents.

purpose of the questions was to find cut the educational and
occupational aspirations of students, and how these are
related to the education they get in school. Tlie respondents

were required to answer all the eighteen questions. Help, if
needed was given to the respondents hy the interviewer. The

respondents spent hetvzeen twenty and thirty minutes to

complete the questionnaire.

Some problems were encountered during the administration

of the questionnaire. In question two some of the respondents

In question three, some respondents

Imant^r nnd he-^d*:irtrenr rcrzfectiveJy.

same time also sayi ”I will certainly not be 

able to continue*’.

a different room so as to respond to the

cbtr.ir.rd fr'"* th

Bo fere th*' qn< -tic .’ire adrdni'vtcrod, per:?.!nnion wm

indicated more than the req-aired first and second choices.

tended to tick more than one option. It X'zas explained to them 

that one oannot say, **I am certain to continue my education**, 

and then at the



Thic toe wo.*^ to +>•»» rer.rond'^nts. □erne of the

rcBpon-Jontc c-t ro rrn'-l confuted by the no^atives in the

fourth , It v;?.;: cxflxincd that the reGfcndents
were requix'o.’ to tick e;ith‘^r a or a ”'’o”, but not both

In quoctions sixteen and seventeen,as pcme did. some
respondents ticked the
at the same time. It was also explained to them that one
cannot say he agreed with the statement, and then also
say that he was not sure about it. in

The meaning of the word was explained to them.respondents.
Measurement of Variables

Level of Educational A3^ir?,tiong

The responses given in question three were dichotomised

into "high" and "low" educational aspirants. Those respondents

who gave a "Higher School Certificate Class", or a "Technical

categoi?y. It was felt that these categories require a similar
level of education. Those respondents who gave anything acade
mically lower than were

Those

placed in the "low" category.
Level of Occupatdonal Aspirati orig

"agree" and the "not sure" categories

a higher school certificate class.

respondents who chose jobs that require university 
education, were placed in the "high" category.

Institute" as their first choice.

question eighteen appeared difficult and unclear to some

were placed in the "high"

The word "prestige"

The responses given for questions twelve and thirteen, 
were diohetomised into "high" and "low** occupational aspirants. 
Those
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respondents who chose jobs that require anything academica-
were placed in the

rdvo’-tionParents^
The responses given to question five were split to

1
indicate "high” or

education was taken to mean that the parents had had
"Low” education on the othersecondary or more education.

that the parents had had less thanwas taken tohandf mean
The number of years that a parentsecondary education or none.

had spent in school was used to indicate his educational level.
treated similarly and the aggregate ofQuestion seven was

responses to question five and question seven used as parental

educational level.

parents* Occupation
The parents* occupations were categorised according to

the level of education necessary for the job. Secondary

education was taken to be the highest level of education
The level of education that anecessary for

therefore used to indicate the statusparent had attained, was
of the occupation that a parent had.

Occupational Ranking

It is important to note here that a valid method of
This is mainlyranking occupations in Kenya does not exist.

lly lower than university education.

"low” category.

"low" education of the parents.

"High"

a good job.
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due to the scarcity of information about jobs in the modern

Also, different people employ differing valuessector« as
yardsticks for ranking occupations* The method employed in
this pilot study depends on the level of education considered
sufficient for the job.
lation between educational achievement and occupational status1

A student who chooses a Job that requires universityexists.

than his counterpart who chooses a Job that requires less than
(Sewell 1957).university education.

Appendices III and IV, show the way in which the respon
dents ranked the sixteen occupations given to them. The rank
ing was done in terms of the prestige of the given occupations.
For the purpose of analysis, a method was devised for ranking
these occupations and awarding different scores to each of them.
The ranking deperided on the frequency with which a particular
occupation was chosen by respondents, and also on the position
it was given by the respondents.

The following example is used to illustrate. For the first
eight occupations which were ranked high, the scores ranged from
one to eight in the order of choice. If a respondent placed a
University professor as his first choice, this position being
the highest in his order of prestige, received a score of plus
eight. If a respondent placed a policeman in the sixteenth
position, this being the lowest choice in his order of prestige.

The assumption is that a strong corre—

education, is said to have higher occupational aspirations.
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To avoid very high figures,received a score of minus eight.

av/arded to the eight occupation choicesnegative scores were
the highest choice received aThus,which were placed lov/est.

of plus eight, while the lowest choice received a scorescore
A total score for all the respondents was thenof minus eight.

1
by adding up all the scores for all the occupation

choices given by the respondents.

Ranking of a Member of Parliament by Boys.Example;
4Number of boys ranking M.P. as first choice
20Total number of boys
8Score for a first choice
1.64x8

20
7Score for a second choice 8

Number of boys making thia
1choice
0.351x7

20
6Score for a third choice 8

Number of boys making this

5choice 8

5x6 1<5u

20
Score for a fourth choice 58

Number of boys making this

4choice 8

calculated,
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4^5 1.0ss

20
Score for a sixth choice 3B

Number of hoys making this
choice 2

1 2x3 0.3
20

Score for a ninth choice -1a

Number of boys making this
choice 2

2 X -1 s

20
Score for a tenth choice -2s

Number of beys making this
choi ce 1a

1 X -2 a

20
Score for a foxirteenth

choice a

Number of boys making
this choice 1a

-0.3a

20

Total Score ■= (1.6 + 0.35 + 1-5 + 1.0 + 0.3) + ( (-0.1) +

(-0.1) + (-0.3) )

«= 4*25

Thus a Member of Parliament received a total score of plus
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4.25. The •fco'fcal scores for all the occupa'tions were then ranked.

from the lovzest to the highest. All the other occupations vrere

similarly treated.



CHAPTER FOUR
PILOT STUDY RESULTS

The chi square test at the O.O5 level a^id ths point hiserial

The pilot studycorrelation x^ere used to analyse the results.

yielded the follovring results:

Rajf)kinR cl* Qccupe.tions oy respondents.

A close look at the way the respondents ranked the

occupations given to them, shows that the occupational choices
1

A T’Temher of Parliament was in a classfell into three groups.

A second group included occupations that requireof his own.

a University level of education — professor, doctor, lecturer.

A third group included occupations that require aand lawyer.
secondaiy school level of education — high school teacher;

The occupations were therefore ranked according to the level
of education necessary for the particular occupation.

on the part of the respondents, of the fact that a high level

of education enhances the range of options open to individuals
The respondents realise the importance ofin particular jobs.

education in relation to good jobs.

al Aspirations, and Mothers* Occupation.
Mothers* occupation as a variable was not examined with

either the educational, or the occupational aspirations of the
respondents. The reason for this omission is that the majority
of the respondents in the pilot study reported that their mothers
were just housewives, and that they had no other jobs outside
the home. This meant that there was a lack of adequate variation

The ranking of these occupations indicate some awareness

hotel manager: nurse; secretary; clergyman, and businessman.

Relationship betv/een respondents* Bducational and Occupation—
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coefficients "between the respondents’

and their educational

VJhen hoys and girls

— test was used to determinethe coefficient was -0.16. A t
significantly different from

found out that theseIt was
different from zero.

of the

A soi rations•
coefficients between the respondents’

age and their

sample,
The

18.

There was no significant
and their educational aspirations.

Age and Occupational

-0.42 and -0.17 respectively.
The t — test indicated that the

re sp ondent s
Relat ionship between respondent.^

age
—0.12 and -0.17 respectively.

A r p j I" > 15 o r: s .
The point biserial

in mothers’ occupations.
Relationship between resnondents’ Age_and Educational

aspirations for boys and girls were

were combined.

The point biserial 
occupational aspirations for -boys and girls were

When boys and girls were combined.

whether these coefficients were 
zero (MclTemar, Q. 1969t P* 219)- 
three coefficients were not significantly

relationship between the age

the coefficient was —0.24* 
coefficients for the girls and comhined samples were not signifi-

The coefficient for the boys’

age apd their occupational aspirations.

oantly different from zero.
however, was found to -be significantly different from aero- 
ohserved (t = 1.87) and the critical = * 1-73) df =
This result indicates a negative relationship "between the hoys*
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TAB I JU I

Rsl&'t.ipnship 'be'tween pQspond.en'b s ’ Sex

_gLnd Educational Aspirations.

High Low
1

Boys 9 11 20

Girls 11 9 20

20 20 40

0.40 3-84
The chi square test indicated that the sex of the respond

ents was not significantly related to
That is,

proportion of girls who
were high educational aspirants.

Critical

their educational aspirations.
the proportion of hoys who were high educational aspirants 

was not significantly different from the
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TABL^ II

Rela'bionshj.p “botween respondents* Sex

and Occupational Aspirations*

High Low

1
8Boys 12 20

Girls 5 15 20

23 4017

5.00
The chi square test indicated that the sex of the respondents

was significantly related to their occupational aspirations. That
is the proportion of hoys who were high occupational aspirants was
significantly different from the proportion of girls who were high
occupational aspirants.

V

Critical 3.8/
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TABIE III

Relationship betvfoen res-oondents« Religion
a?:d gducational Aspirations

High Low

Christians 13 15 28

Non-Christians 7 5 12

20 20 40

0.46
The chi square test indicated that the religious affiliation

not significantly related to their education
al aspirations. That is, the proportion of Christians who were
high educational aspirants was not significantly different from the

pCritical X = 3.84

of the respondents was

proportion of non-Christians who were high educational asp-i-ra-nta.
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TABLE IV

Relationghip between respondents* Religion
and Occupational Aspirations*

High Low

Christians 17 11 28

Non—Christians 5 7 12

1822 40

1-93

That is, the proportion
Christiana vdio were high occupational aspirants was not significant
ly different from the proportion of non—Christians who were high 
occupational aspirants. *

X e Critical 3.84
The chi square test indicated that there was no significant 

relationship between the respondents* religious affiliation and 
their occupational aspirations.
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TABLP] V

Relationship between responderi'ts*

High Low

First Borns 6 8 14

Later Boms 14 12 26

20 20 40

0.42 3<84

relationship between the respondents’ birth order and their
educational aspirations*

aspira-

That is, the proportion of first boms 
with high educational aspirations was not significantly different 
from the proportion of later borns with high educational 
tions*

x2= Critical

Order and Educational Aspirations.

The chi square test indicated that there was no significant
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TABLE VI

j^lationship between respondents* Birth

Order and Occupational Aspirations.

High Low
1

First Borns 8 6 14

Later Borns 14 12 26

22 18 40

e 0.17 3.84

As in the

respondents’
That is,

the respondents’

were
The t — test indicated

aspirations for hoys and girls 
were -0.13 and 0.12 respectively. When boys and girls 

comhined, the coefficient was -0.01.

Criticalx2

case of educational cispirations, the chi square test 
indicated that there was no significant relationship between the

that these three coefficients were not significantly different

birth order and their occupational aspirations.
tie proportion of first horns who x^ere high occupational 

aspirants, was not significantly different from the proportion 
of later horns who were high occupational aspirants.

Relationship between respondents’ Family Size and
Eduo at i onal Aspirations.
The point biserial coefficients between 

family size and their educational
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from zero.

educational
aspirations.

Rglationrhip betv/een respondents* Family Size and
Occupational Aspirations.

The point hiserial coefficients betvzeen the

and
VZhen hoys and girls

samples were
The coefficient for

was

df c: 18.

occupa
tional aspirations.

Relationship between respondents* Educatioral Aspirations
and Fathers* Education.

for hoys
and girls vrere O.48 and —0.28 respectively. VHien hoys and girls
were combined, the coefficient was 0.01. The t - test indicated
that the coefficients for the girls and

The coefficient for the
hoys’ sample, however, was found to he
from zero. The ohseiTved (t

This indicates that there is no significant relation
ship between the respondents’ family size and their

the hoys' sample, however, was found to he significantly different
► The observed (t « -2.13) and the critical („^=4= 1-73) 

This result indicates that for hoys, a negative relation
ship exists between the respondents’ family size and their

The t — test indicated 
that the coefficients for the girls and combined

respondents' 
family size and their occupational aspirations for hoys 

girls were —O.46 and —0.05 respectively.

» i 1.73)

combined samples were

were combined, the coefficient was -0.22.

The point hiserial coefficients between the respondents’ 
educational aspirations and their fathers' education

from zero.

significantly different 
■= 2.29), and the critical (

not significantly different from zero.

not significantly different from zero.
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18. a positive

educational
aspirations and their fathers* education.

Relationship between respondents* Educational Aspirations
and Mothers* Education•
The point biserial coefficients between the respondents*

educational aspirations and their mothers’

VDien boys and
girls were combined, the coefficient was 0.03. The t — test
indicated that the three coefficients

This result indicates that there is no
significant relationship between the respondents* educational
aspirations and their mothers* education.

Relationship between respondents* Educational Aspirations

The point biserial coefficients between the respondents*
educational aspirations and their fathers’

When boys and
girls were combined, the coefficient was —0.04. The t — test
indicated that the three coefficients

no
respondents’ educati onal

occupation.
Relationship betv?een respondent3* Occupational Aspirations
and Fathers’ Education.

The point biserial coefficients between the respondents’
occupational aspirations and their fathers’ education for boys

This result indicates that for boys, 
relationship exists betv/een the respondents’

aspirations and their fathers’

This result indicates that there is 
significant relationship between the

df «

were not significantly

were not significantly

different from zero.

different from zero.

and Fathers’ Occupation*

occx^jation for boys
and girls were —0.18 and 0.07 respectively.

education for boys
and girls were —0.12 and 0.18 respectively.
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and girls vzere 0.12 and -O.O9 respectively- V/hen 13073 and
girls were confined, the coefficient was -0.01. The t — test
indicated that the three coefficients v/ere not significantly
different from sero. This ohservation indicates that there
is no significant relationship between the respondents*
occupational aspirations and their fathers’ education.

Relationship between respondents* Occupational Aspirations
and Mothers* Education.

The point biserial coefficients between the respondents*

When boys and girls
were combined, the coefficient was 0.13. The t — test indicated
that the three coefficients were not significantly different
from zero. This observation indicates that thex*e is no signi—

ficant relationship between respondents* occi^ational aspirations

and their mothers* education.

Relationship betvzeen respondents* Occupational Aspirations

and Fathers* Occupation.

The point biserial coefficients between the respondents*

When boys and girls

were combined, the coefficient was 0.23. The t - test indicated
that the three coefficients
from zero.

occupational aspirations and their fathers* occupation for boys 
and girls were O.O9 and 0.33 respectively.

occupational aspirations and their mothers* education for boys 
and girls were 0.21 and 0.03 respectively.

there is no significant 
relationship between the respondents* occupational aspirations 
and their fathers* occupation.

were not significantly different
This observation indicates that
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Summa3?y of •the Pilot Study Results.

Table seven below shows the summary of the relationships

between the respondents’ age; sex; religion; birth order; family

and their educational and occupational aspirations.

TABLE VII1

Relationships between variables in the pilot study and

Educational and Occupational Aspirations.

Educational Aspirations Occupational Aspirations
Variables

Boys Girls Combined Boys Girls Combined

Age -0.12 r . -0.16r ■: -0.17 r - -0.17 r - -0.24

Sex « 0.40

Religion B 0 .46 - 1.93

X

-0.13 0.12 r B -0.01r r B -0.05 -0.22
4(-

r = 0.48 r B -0.28 r B 0.01 r B 0.12 r as —0.09 r B -0.01

r B -0.12 r B 0.03 r B 0.21 r = 0.03 r B 0.13

r B -0.18 r B O.Qy r B 0.09 r « 0.23r » 0.33

*

Mothers’ 
Education

* 
r B -0.46

*
r - -0.42

Fathers’ 
Occupa
tion

Family 
Size

*
B 5.00

Birth 
Order

Fathers’
Education

r B -0.04 
—

Significant at .05 level.

X2

r B

» 0.172 B 0.42

r B

X^

r B 0.18

r B

X^

size; fathers’ education; mothers’ education; fathers’ occupation;
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Discusfsion

The resxilts of the pilot study indicated that there was no
significant relationship hetKeen the respondents* age and their
educational aspirations. However, a significant relationship

found to exist between age and the occupational aspirationswas
Ths younger the respondents were, the higher theirof boys.

occupational aspirations were found to be. A similar finding
reported by Poster (I965). The only difference is thatwas

Poster found a significant relationship between the age of both
boys and girls and their educational as well as occupational
aspirations• Poster concluded that the aspirations of younger
respondents may, however, be more fantasy—laden than reality
oriented, and therefore much higher than the aspirations of

Silvey (?969) found in his study that theolder respondentb.
Theolder the respondents, the higher were their aspirations.

respondents in Silvey's sample of Form Four students were much
older than the respondents in the present sample.

Although there was no significant relationship between
the sex of the respondents and their educational aspirations,
a significant relationship was found to exist between the
respondents* sex and their occupational aspirations. The pro
portion of boys with high aspirations was greater than the
proportion of girls. A similar finding emerges in the studies
done by Boyle (1966), Davis (1973) and Elkan (1971). In these
studies, the proportion of boys with high educational or oc cup ac

tional aspirations was much gi*eater than the proportion of
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Davis (1973) attributes this to the ambitiousgirls. character

of* boys for high positions which was not
in his sample.

good jobs.

Ths results reveal that the religious affiliation of the
1

respondents was not significantly related to their educational
or occupational aspirations.

aspired to
The proportion

of Catholics with high aspirations.

His sample was from
environment.

It was also found that tlie

the boys* sample•

ndents from different religious groups in his study, 
high education and for good careers in future.

a predominantly urban

so evident in the girls
Clignet (1966) found that the boys in his san^ile 

aspired as high as the girls, both for high education and for

of Protestants with high aspirations was similar to the proportion

educational aspirations•
A significant relationship was found to exist between the 

respondents' family size and their

family size of the respondents 

was not significantly related to their

The results reveal no birth order effects upon the respo

ndents* educational or occupational aspirations. This supports 

Elder's (1965) finding, that the firstborns and the laterborns

in his study, aspired in equal proportions to high education 

and for good jobs. Sewell (I968) found that the proportion of 

firstborns with high asp±ratiQne-_was greater than the proportion 

of laterborng^

Christians and non-christians aT ka 

aspired high, both for high education and for good occupations. 

Maxwell (I969) found no significant differences in the way respo-

occupational aspirations in
The smaller the family was, the higher were
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(1968) find

ing.
from small

was

Poster

The hoys in

educational or

The fathers’ occupation was not significantly related to

the respondents’ educational or occupational aspirations. A

slightly stronger relationship existed hetween the fathers’
occupation and the occupational aspirations of girls than of

housewives only.
(1967)1 Simpson (1962) and Russell (1956).

This supports Sewell’s

majority of the mothers in the sample were
Baker (1973) found that the respondents who had working mothers 
had higher aspAri=*-tione than the respondents whose mothers were

This result resembles the findings of Weeks

the occupational aspirations.
Sewell indicated in his study, that the respondents who came 

families had higher aspirations than those who came
The only difference is that Sewell’s result

tions of boys.
related to the i*espondents’ occupational aspirations.
(1965) indicated that respondents who had highly educated parents 
in his study, had higher educational, and occupational aspirations, 
than respondents whose parents were not highly educated. This 

was the case for both boys and girls in his study.
' the present sample may have a stronger desire than the girls, to

from larger families.
significant for both boys and girls.

1 The results indicate that father’s education emerges as an
especially important factor in relation to the educational aspira—

The fathers’ education was not significantly

be like their fathers.
The mothers’ education was not significantly related to the 

occupational aspirations of the respondents. The 
of low education.



Poctor (1965) found that the respondents whose parents hadhoys#
executive joes, also had higher aspirations then the respondents
whose parents did not have such johs#

Inspite of the sise of the sample
that parents* education and occupation has some relationship to

1
These findings shed some light upon the degree to which parental
influence affects the way students think about their future
\education and occupation.

the educational and occupational aspirations of the respondents.
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, the results indicate



CHAPTER riVE

The eub3ec*t5 used in the main study were twp hundred secondary
school hoys ana One hundred and four of them were in Form

while ninety-six were in Form Four These subjects came from
Kirangari, Kahuho and Uthiru High Schools The three secondary

thus they conveniently provided both
boys and girls for the study. The three schools are also day

dians, therefore maximising the parental influence upon their
future educational and occupational plans.

chosen for the main study. The
interviewer was interested in finding out whether the educational
level of a student would make a difference in his educational and
occupational aspirations. It was felt that a difference of three
years in secondary school would help to indicate whether the
aspirations of Form Pour students are realistic or fantasy-laden.
The Form one students provided a comparative basis.

In the pilot study, only Form One students had been used
as earlier indicated. Thus there was no comparison made in
terms of educational levels and aspirations. Some students

It was therefore decided that Form Pour students
should be included in the main study to provide for comparison.

The subjects in Form One
selected. The class registers were used to assist in the process

appeared to be brighter and to have had more experience 
than others.

CHOOSITTG THE f-UITJ STVPY SAT-SPLE

One,

Forms One and Pour were

schools are mixed schools,

hcxvever,

, and in Form Pour were randomly

schools, which means the students live with their parents or guar-
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of selec±ion> Permission was obtained from the three Heads of

For the Perm Feure, the questionnaires were administered
only a week prior to the E»A.CoE It was felt

because the Form Pour students

would incvi-tably be thinJeing about their future educational and

occupational plans* the Form One students were taki
ng their end of year examinations

N3

There were more boys than girls in the main stvidy, because
in the rural areas, few girls make it to the secondary school
level* By the time the girls get to Form four, their number
becomes even smaller than that of the boys*

Table VIII reports the following details:—
i) Name of the school from which the respondents

oome«
ii) Location of the school by district*

iii) Nxunber of subjects who completed the

questionnaire in each school*
XV) The Form of the subjects who answered the

questions*

admi ni st ered ©

Similarly,

Exami nat i on *
that this was a convenient time.

the three secondary schools, before the questionnaires were



50

of the Schools,

Ul^_^l-^=Pgr-Of subjects intervieKed in

each claso.

M (ii) (iii) (iv)

BOYS GIRLS TOTAL FORM I FORM IV TOTAL

KIAMBU 48 30 78 3840 78

KIAMBU 40 6222 34 28 62

NAIROBI 1842 60 30 30 60

TOTALS 130 70 200 104 96 200I I

their location and
I ■■ I I ■ 1^

UPHIRU
HIGH
SCHOOL

KAHUHO
HIGH 
SCHOOL

KIRANGARI
HIGH
SCHOOL

Maraes of 
secondary 
schools

Location 
i>y 

District
Form of the subjects 

who answered 
the questions

Nxxrnber of subjects 
v;ho completed the 
questionnaire in 
each school

jirrrrwi r-
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These eroixps ranged from thirteen years to twenty
It was clear from th© various age differonces that someyears.

The possible

they might have had to repeat
In the Kenyan educational system, a studentthe lower forms.

should complete Form Pour at seventeen years of age, if they
Somemove from one class to the other without any difficulties.

• of the respondents in the study were already in their twentieth
The Mean Age of the sampleyear, in their final year in school.

was 16.67 years.
Table IX reports the distribution of age and the school from

which the respondents came.

groups.

a class or two in

The subjects in the main study consisted of various age

school late, or

of the subjects were too old to be in Form One.
these subjects might have startedexplanation for this is that,
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TABLE IX

pj.fferent Afi-e C-roiwg in the Ssp-i-ole by Schoolg

Total

2

13

10

5 3 11

200

The procedure for the Main Study.

The pilot study had shovm that a few alterations needed to
he done in the questionnaire that was to he used for the main
study The following changes were found necessary:

Question four in the questionnaire for the pilot study
(appendix V) was substituted and given as question number fifteen
in the main study.
ses given to that question were vague and too narrow in scope
to he of any use to the study.

Question fourteen was reworded to read father or mother
instead of parents. It was felt that the mother might wish the

17
18

10
16

13
14
15
16

7
3

25
40
40
37
21

17
8

5
18

4
8

Kahuho 
high School

14
6

4
4
3

18

Uthiru
. High School

4
9

17
12
6

kQQ in 
Years

19
20

Kirauirari
High .School

The pilot study had revealed that the i-espon-
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different level cf education from the father

The cfdostion would reveal the influence of each parent upon the
educational or occupational aspirationo of the respondents.

Questions sixteen and seventeen were found to he poor
questions and too vague in content. In these two questions,
the respondents had the tendency not to want to commit themselves
in their answers. Most of the respondents chose the “Not Sure"
alternative in their responses and this was not useful to the
purpose of the study. In these two questions, the respondents
failed to indicate clearly, whether they agreed or disagreed
with the statements given. Thus the answers to questions sixteen
and seventeen were found to he unreliable as far as the aspirations
of the respondents vzere concerned. In the Main study, question
twenty was given as the substitute for these two questions.

Question twenty was the only free response question in the

reveal the reasons why the respondents were studying hard in
school•

Administration of the Questionnaire.
A questionnaire consisting of twenty questions was edm?

The majority
of the questions required structured The respondentsresponses.
were required to tick the correct answers in the spaces provided,

stered to two hundred respondents in the main study.

, and vice versa.
respondent to obtain a differont kind of job or to attain a

or to fill in the right answers according to their own opinions.

questionnaire for the main study. The question v/as intended to
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Before the subjects answered the questions of the main

The pilot study had indicated
particxxlarly questions ten and

fourteen (appendix VI) were not immediately clear to the respond
ents* The way in which the occupations in question fourteen

were to be ranked vzas illustrated on the blackboard for all the

respondents This v/as found paarticularly necessary to the Form
who did not understand what ''ranking** meant*

The difference between a university lecturer
and a university professor was also explained*

There were relatively few problems in the administration of
the questionnaire*

were near*

» * 1.

It
were not to

secondary
and with enthusiasm*

study, the interviewer made a brief explanation of the questions, 
and hov7 they were to be s-iiFjwered*

They 
said that this would take too much of their revision tine, since 
their final year examinations

Further explanation included the meaning of the words "prestige", 
and "clergyman"*

The interviewer explain
ed that the questionnaire was a short one, and that it would take 
at most twenty minutes to complete it*

that some of the questions,

One students,

The respondents found out 
that the questions were simple and It took them* a much shorter 
time than they anticipated, to complete the questionnaire* 
was esqjlalned to the respondents that the questions 
assess their academic aptitude as they had feared* 

On the whole.

The Form Pour students in one of the secondary 
schools were at first hesitant to answer the questions*

the respondents in the three 
schools answered the questions clearly



i •Ar. i:

p-i:- t

Co-f nt?.-

T}:-’- M?in stut^y yielded the,tiov- r r'

1 ■fl Zdxic?.t 3

The point hicerial coe^^'icients’‘betvzeen t’;e respondents’

a.f'e ar.d theii' c-luca.tiO'-rJ aspirations ^cr hoys and rirls were
V.'?)en bo^’s c.r.d ^irlr were cenbined,C«.C? and 0.09 rerrectively*

At — tert wa.- used to determinethe coefficient C.Cd

v/hether these coef•'’icients wGre si£;niPicantly different from

1?^?) It was found out th?.’!; these threesero.

coefficients were not si^yiificantly different from zero. This

indicates that there is no significant relationship between the
respondents* age and their educational aspirations.

Relntionghip between rospondents* or.d Gccup?.tior.al

® pi^^-tio'ns»

The point biserial coefficients between the respondents*

0o06 and -0.01 respectively. Vfuen boys ctnd girls were combined,.

three coefficients were not significantly different from zero.

This indicates: that there is no^ significsjit rolaticnship

betv/een the rerponde.’-.ts* s.ce arid their occupational aspirations.

' '*.'11 di CCS.

fcl 1 j..,? .. • j • r.chir? ;

The t — t-rst indic/'.tr;..! that those

age and their occupational aspirntious for boys and girls were

the ecef^iciont -a?* C.1O5.

Rcl'^ti '-■•ip be?'--r~‘' p A

...r . t , »,ji.. 5 J i 3, I’ - chi

• ’ -ir.yr o" ’hain stir'y.

'.i O.r'9 1 ••/'■•T • r l t^’c pci: t bicerial corrol aticn

(McZTemar Q,
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TABI.1-: X

Educational /.miii'ations•

High Low

■/aMMw**w n»^u 'ST.<

90Boys 40 130

28Girls 42 70

82118 200

« 15.33

The chi square test indicated that the sex of the respond

ents w’as significantly related to their educational aspirations*

The proportion of hoys who vrei^e high educational aspirants was

significantly different from the proportion of girls who were

high educational aspirants*

Sgx ajid
JJJCJ MAM

Ho3ationcliin het^reen i-e?;’''ondent3’
a iji c ~ --- -y.-j u -

2 Critical X « 3.84x2



T/.BL15 XI 
<1^1 !■ I*

Sex ajid

(jccvy'»ti onal As'oiratj.ons •

Low

A

1304783

704525G3.Z'1 S
> Ml ■)«»

200108 92

3.8414.96 Critical X

The chi square test indicated that the Sex of the

aspi rat i ons•
significantly different from the proportion ofaspirants V7as

girls who were high occupational aspirants.

respondents v/as significantly related to their occupational
The proportion of hoys who were high occupational

Boys
■--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ;----------------------------------------

57

o^^hip h-3&v;een respondents*

2 
63

5r2 X e
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TABLE XII

r^dMcat5.onal Aspirations• 
^ii a M I •r !!■

Hig^l Low

59Protestants 102
K^n****^*-****

9845 53Catholi-os

96104 200

« 3.84

The chi square test indicated that the religious affiliation

of the respondents was not significantly related to their educa-

The proportion of Protestants vzho were hightional aspirations.
educational aspirants was not significantly different from the
proportion of Catholics who were high educational aspirants. -

X2 = 2.89 2 Critical X

P<:3 cnrriin o^ tv;oon rospcndents* Religion and
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TABLE XIII

Reinxior.nhip 'hetvoe.n renpondentsV Reli.nricn

Loi-rHigh

1024557Protestants
* I ■!*■<« *

9846 ^2Catholics

20097103

« 3.84-1.28

test indicated that the religious affilia-The chi square

not significantly related to theirtion of the respondents was

occupational aspirations.

from the proportion

aspirants.

and Cccunetional Aspi3:^£>iiohs.

2 
Critical X

were high occupational aspirants was not significantly different 
of Catholics who were high occupational

X »

The proportion of Protestants who
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TA3LE XTV

LowHigh

843846First Borns

1165759Later Borns

20095105

2 = 3<84.Critical X
birthindicated that the respondents’

related to their educationalorder was not sigrixficantly
of first horns who were highaspirations.

different from theeducat i onal aspirant s y was
high educational aspirants.of later horns who wereproportion

The proportion
not significantly

X2

Relationr-hip heti-.'een respondents’ Birth Ord^r 

and Edx^cational Aspiratj-ons.

The chi square test
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TABl.E ?:V

Relationship

LowHigh
JJ II T- — -

844044First Borns

1165858
20098102

0.11

aspirations

the proportion
aspirants.

ft

Later Borns

The chi square test

significantly related

first horns who were high

pad Cccurational Aspirations.

indicated that the respondents' hirth 

to their occupational

J hctvjeen respondents^ Birth^Order

2Critical X = 3.84.^2 X »

order was not
The proportion of

„„cup.tio.al ».» «■>*
of later horns who were high occupational



end. Educational Aeoirations.

J
LowHi^h

963858Form IV
CMM

64 10440Form I
M

rM

20010298

3.84

test indicated that the respondents’ levelThe chi square
to their educational

The proportionaspirations.

the proportion of form one

aspirants.

high educational aspirants, was

respondents who were high educational

TABLE XVI

of education was significantly related

of form four respondents who were

significantly different from

- 9-69x2

hotwaen r?srondente'Educational Le^-el

n X- 1 y2 
Critical X B

- ^2
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TABT.E XYTI

Educational Level

and Oconpatj-pnal A&nion£«

Hi gh Lev/

4650Form IV
cre** ■■

29 10475Form I

75 200125

3.84.8.55

The chi square test indicated that the respondents’ level
of education w^s significantly related to their occupational

The proportion of form four respondents who wereaspirations.
high occupational aspirants was significantly smaller than the

of form one respondents vjho were high occupationalproportion

aspirants.

family siz^e and their educational aspirations for hoys and
girls were O.C9 and O.j.8 rospeccivoly LTic'n hoys and gii'ls

combined, the coefficient vjas O.I5. The t — test indicatedv:ei’e
that these three coefficients were not significantly different

This indicates that there is no significant relation—from zero.

96

Ro_lationr1 ■.:>p hetvrr^cn resnondentn’

Relationship betvreen respondents’ Family Size and

BMucational AGpirations.
e I ra I* * ti.11— - -

The point hiserial coefficients between the respondents*

2 Critical Xv2 X =
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c.rpj ratic/Sr

•;r

ti eir cccup?.viori«l aspirations •^or boys and

VJhon boys and yirls

The t — test indicatedcoefficient -C.Ol.

ccef-^ici nnts w^re not siciii'ficsntly di-f’^erc-nt frorrthat these

This indicates that there is no si£3^iricant relation-sero.
ship between the respondents' family sise ai;d their occupational

and Pathors*

The point biserial

education for boyseduc-ations.1 aspii'ations and their fathers'

VHien boys and girls0.26 and 0.39 respectively.and girls vrere

The t - test indicated

df»126,

Thio indicates tli.?.t a significant

aspirations and their ■fathers*

girls and boys and girls combined.

?-rri rat ions.

Ke 1icr.nhip betv/eer. respo^rlents' Educutioncl Aspire.ticns

TPgndly SI SO

f^T.ily si co

significantly different from zero.

(t =3.47) df=68, and (t = 4*63) df=198 respectively.

Sdu elation .

coef‘'icients between the rsponden+s’

were combinedi the coefficient was 0.31*

that the boys', the girls' and the combined coefficients were

The observed (t e3.0C),

girls •.-•‘■•re C.Cf •'-.■-•1 -O.Cl recpoctively.

ffd;' f’c ro'pcn'r’ito’ fardly rizo ar.l t’nir o h?*cr.ti«-n-sl

education, for both boys and

v;erc ci-: .bi?;e ', th

fhn ri f bir.'T'i?] cce’'’’'ici^rts betwC'^’n the respondents’

The critical (^05" 

relationship exists hetween the respondents’ educations-.l
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ocoi B 'between tbe x'eppondents’

•’• I Dioir mothers’ educ:‘.tion ^or 'boys■’ •] <■. ree<''Jce'’J Ch'll ?. ■

VHien “boys atid £?irls

The t — test indicatedt'.c coefficient waf*. 0«31«

4.51) dfel^O respectively.

This is the case foreducation*

The point biserial
and their fathers’ occupation for boyseducational aspirations

When boys and girls0.22 and 0.22 respectively.
The t — test indicatedwore

3.23; dr«19^' recpeotively.df«i2e, (t
This rer-ult i7'.dic,.t*.s that there

is a significo-nt relationship between the respondents’ educational
aspirations and their fathers’ occupation for the three samples.

aspirations and their mothers’
samples and tlie combined sample.

;d girls’ and the combined coefficients were 
The observed (t =3*34)

and Fathers’ Occupation.
coefficients between the respondents’

ar.d Vef '• rr-’

Th<^ pci^rt hi

co;'1

sii:nif*icantly different from Koro.

3.C9) dr«6F, £i,nd (t « 

This result indicates that there 
educational

and girls were

combined, the coefficient was 0.22.

that the boys’, the girls’ and the combined coefficients were

The observed (t

the boys’ and the girls’

Rel^tionship between rerpondents’ ^duca-bional Aspira-cions

significantly different Prom r^ero.

» 1.82) df-63 and (t

r:'-' •• V-'-l •■•■'•‘■-r t y.;< •*‘,1 v.c-to r' '■d r/ti c

tl-nt the boys’, '’.t

df=12P, (t B

The critical (to5 «J: 1.66). 
is a significant relationship betv;een the respondents’

.36 respectively.

T?'ie critical j:l*c6) .
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•: •

r- ’•• c'-'’ if-j *'cr bcyr?J .• 1 r

C

Tlif^ t tf-iot 5 nr'.i critedcor-.'^j j.n<, *

Th*^ observed (t = 3«C)5)

2»C6> df:=6Pdr^iPP, ('t
This result indicates a

cduco.t ion»

biserial cce'^^'icients betvzeen the respondents’The point

VHien boys and. girls

The t - test indicatedwere

coef-ficients were not significa,ntly dif-’^erent fromthat these

result indicates tha.t there is no significant relation—Thiszero-
occupational aspirations and their• ship bet^^^een

edUC-'^.ti 021

Occupnt i on s•and Fathers’

The point biserial coef'^icierts between the respondents’

occupational aspirations and their

Rji.laticr.r
)!■«■ »■ '■ » I * * ■

Re 1 • tionship betv:een

The critical (to5-=^l *66) .

'--nt rclaticr.ship exists b^t?;^:rr the r-^spondents’

and girls vzere

cGrr.-bir-cd, the coefficient was 0,0?.

hc^'s’, girls ’'.nd coribi- od,

7%... :p--ctively-

a?-.d (t = 3*7'^) dfs=lfv rerpectivel;’-

■^athers’ occupation for bo5'’s

signi c--... - - -

occupoticncl e.spiraticnn ?r.d their fe,therc’

'■hen hoys 1 yii-'Ts ^x-re

ACi-T girl s

ccc ’̂^icicnt uxs

rc": zero.

h 'i'»n t ’ • c r c r

bet:;eer rcspcnicnts’ Cecupatloral Ai^]drations

gnd yiothers’ Ticco-tion*

th tt t’-'^ t

mothers’

the renpendentn’

occupational aspirations and their mothers’ education for boys 

-0*03 and -0*15 respectively.

respordents’ Cccv.pational A.spiratior*s

cec ^ici or.^ c f or

visre ni.. ■r.i’'±Q' di "'’err-nt
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TI'O V - tcKt ir.fliC'ut.ei

cc** f "*3 ci•■*! tc;tb-t

(■tThe G?.;" * r'/v.! (i- - r

This rennlt indicates thpt ,a si fnific^rtTh*? (

r-?.] '.tienrhip rt-s

f•'■^h-jrc’ occxipstirr:*

Perv; ■•'ti cn»and rc-th^rv?2

•fhen boirs and £:irls

Ti.o t — test indior.tedthe coe

5.45)

This result indicates that a significant

relationship

the ooe^^^icient was -0.09* The t - test

‘between t':e j'cr.r.oiulents’ occur-ational aspiratic:;r.

and were 0.

significantly different from sero*

-‘V I

'^^icient vras O<36.

= 3; 19) dfs=c8 and (t »

c-

r-vA (t =-.5.69)

edue-,tional ac;:ir^ticns a:.d their mothers' oecuo^vtion for boys 

36 and 0.37 respectiv-ly.

« T ■5-^.+Td^c • 11 c’' 1 iiRfi 1* 11 cr.s
fteivx*-/•••>'--\ -- ' ** ...................... II.. -.- ■~——- , , „„.■

cc'"'-i’'el, t'

^or hoys

and t’-oir

and combined coefficients respectively^

:'fj 0.41 0.21 r<-i Gctd"^^y. •■;h-'■ hoyf! c.:"'

The observed (t 

df«196 for hoys’, girls'i 

The critical *

^-cif-^tR between the respondents’ educational aspirations

were cemhined,

rce'^ficiont was 0.3f»

and girls were 

girls were cor./oined,

that these ccef^icier.ts were 

=. 4.39)

* .'-.' d tlio corrbinod cce^^icients respecti'/r'l--
I '

\:::rQ signi'^ic?ntly dif'^'erent rpom ?:oro

?'’ul28,

and tlicir niothers' occuration.

Relate

and T’cthorc2£o£Hr21i22- 
^1* I ■•

n*hr- po’’nt hiReri?! coefficiou'-s betv/een bite rasponde?.ts’

occupations! aspir5iticnc ^nd their mothers’ occupr.tion

-O.OB an^V-D.lS respectively, tfiien boys and'

The roir.t bicerial coo•’'’icicetc b-tv;o-n the re-pondento'
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indicated that the«G coefficients

occupational

occupation^

levels of

of Education that the students
desired for themselves.

Table XVIl'I shows the different levels of Education
desired "by Fathers and Mothers for the respondents in

TABLE XVIII

Father Mother

Boys Girls Boys Girls
rii ■■ iiMim u

I a.Hi

44.6 42.9 47.7 58.6
II,

31-4 27.1
« 1 —r-ri- z. .1

23.1 25.7 20.0 14.3
School
Certificate
Educevtion

Levels of
Education

100
130

100
70

100
130

100
70

Higher School
Certificate

University 
Education

aspirations and their mothers’

Total % = 
Total H =s

32.3

were not significantly

This result indicantes 

significant relationship between the respondents’

different from zex’o

Balrer (1973) liad shov/n in his study that the

Education desired parents

the sample.

that there is no

Ley_31s of Education desired by Fathers and 
Mother^ foi^ their children (in per cent).

for their children differed
significaiitly from the levels
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Table XVIiI shows that over one half of the fathers and

More than one quarter of the fathers and mothers would like
their children to obtain Higher School Certificate level of

This means that the majority of the parents wouldEducation.
like their* children to have at least six yeai-s of Secondary

Education.
The respondents in the sample were also asked what kinds

of occupations their parents desired for them after school.
Table XIX shows the kinds of occupations mentioned by respo
ndents, categorised according to the level of education required

for the job.

MotherFather
feiBW^a**^****}*^— -- -

BoysGirls GirlsBoysKinds of Jobs Desired

42.853.9 48.652.3

28.632.2 26,2
a^vvcMm****

13.9 28.6 21.5 21.4

Jobs that Hequ-irs
Higher School Certificate
Education

Jobs that Require School 
Certificate Education

Jobs that Require 
University Education

Total c
Total N e

100
130

100
70

100
130

100
70

mothers would like their children to have University Education.

TABLE XIX
Kinds of Occupations desired by Fathers and 
Mothers for their children (in per cent),.

30.0
X

■3_.iuna>UEi nj» 1 i,.i 1 . , Il ■
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Table XIa shovrs th-at more tnaii. -Tif'cy per cent of the

fathers and mothers v;ould like their children to get jobs that
Education, namely University Education

The jobs mentioned in this category include:
eugi-nccrs. University lecturers and professors This shows
that the parents of the respondents in the sample, desire white

This is not an unexpectedcollar jobs for their children.
observation, in view of the fact that our educational system is

The rest of the parents desire thatmainly geared to this end
their children have jobs which require at least school certificate

level of Education.

reported in the pilot study, yielded the following for hoys:

Dootor1.
University Professor2.
University Lecturer5.
Businessman4
Parmer5.

6. Lawyer
Member of Parliament7.

8. High School Teacher
Hotel Manager9.

10. VZriter

11. Nurse

12. Secretary

13. Clergyman

The Rctnking of Occupations by Respondents.
The ranking of the sixteen occupations, using the method

require a high level of
doctors, lavzyers,
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Px'imary School Teacher14 •
Policeman15

16

The follovd-ng was the ranlcin^ hy girls:

DoctorIv

University Professor2
University Lecturer3*
Member of Parliament4.
Lawyer5.
High School Teacher6.
Farmer7.

8. Nurse
Businessman9-
Hotel Manager10.
Primary School Teacher11.
Secretary12.
Clergyman13.
Writer14.
Policeman15*
Shopkeeper.16.

doctors.
s^joy the most prestigiousprofessors

One possible explanation for this, ispositions in the counti'y.
perhaps the hi^ level of education required to maJce a doctor,

The students nrast have been thinking in terras offor instance.
occupations which are related to high levels of Education.

Shopkeeper.

for boys and girls,
and lecturers in that order,

The above analysis shows that,
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As indicated earlier, many of th© respondents thcmselvee wish

to attain a University level of educc-tion, so that they may

obtain such enviable jobs.

As shown in appendices VII end ViII, the scores for the

various occupations vjere in the same ranges, for both boys and

The occupational rankings also indicate that both boysgirls.
positive orientation towards farming. The

occupation
The respondents acknowledge the

The respondents

do not appear

stable and permanent soxirce, which requireshut as aincome,
high education.

The job of
It was ranlced fourth and ninth by boysthe respondents.
Many people today are leaving salariedand

One possible explanation
the independence and the amount of initiative theis

vzhich the respondents appear to be aware of.

Uhile a
hy the respondents in the pilot study, he

There is a greater percentage of girls than of boys vjho
indicate that the job of a Member of Parliament is very
prestigious.

for this,

•boys and girls respectively, 
suitability of farming for "educated" people.

to think of farming as a supplementary source of

and girl?" have a

category of his ow3i, 
is ranked sex'cnfch and fourth by boys and girls respectively

a businessman appears to have been very popular

"Parmer" was placed fifth and seventh positions by

among
girls respectively

employment to run their own businesses.

job requires.
Member of Parliament was placed high and in a
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the sir-been given occupa.tions was dons on the

'basis

joh.
in terms of their prestige

respondents

by the respondents as to vzhy they

were

The rank

do not vary a great deal by sex. A
both boys and girls are

getting a good job and helping their
Getting a good job was the most popularfamilies

This is the highest aspiration of

priorities forthe respondents•
school•their hard work in

ConsccTuontly J
ranl.ed lo^jcst,

in school •
Hany reasons were given 

school, but eight of them were moststudying hard in
order and magnitude of the preferences for

The ranking of
of the level of education considered necessary for the 

for both boys and girls^ a policemail and

A certain degree
studevits was prer/ided by responses to a cjuestion, asking the

reason for studying hard-
Table XX cho-ws the respondents’

possible explanation 
■ultimately interested xn 

after school-

popular*
the eight reasons given,

for tha s is that,

to state three reasons why they were studying hard

a shopkeeper are
Rof-jions fer Hard.

of elabox'ation on the aspirations of
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TABLH) XX

RBASOHS BOYS GIRLS

To 3 good job 76721.
><

To help rny parents nnd family 432. 47

famous 42 233.

38To live a comfortable life 394.
Mm BMavea

35 31To go to University5.

33 40To pass my examination6.

23 20To build Kenya7.

118. 13To be a good citizen

The severity of the problem of unemployment is a major
The problem is open and visible

and students are aware of this as reflected by their answers in
Table XX,

role in their long term aspirations» Education seems to linlc

fulfil obligations to parents and the entire family.

To become rich. impoi'tant.

concern for evoi'yone in Kenya

an expectation of employment and prestige, with an ability to

Reanors for Stndy?.ii,'-r Krtpd (in rrr cont)

For the students, education- is seen as playing a crucial

■II, wrtPA ■■■ ■
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other reasonn mentioned for studying hard include an

opportunity to marry gui educated person, own
and to ’’live a better life than

rny parei^ts”

The parents’ influence upon the students’ aspirations

vras also measured hy li, question on v/ho looks at the student’s

school report more often#

Table XXI below reports the parent who looks at the
students’ report by sex of the students and the schools from
which they come.

at by Father or Mother and the Schools from
which they come•

PATHSR MOTHER NONE

SCHOOLS BOYS GIRI.S TOTAL BOYS GIRLS TOTAL BOYS GIRIS total
'4

kirangari 36 60 624 18

kahuho 25 15 7 17 5 5

L’THIhU 1625 15 17 2 2
------ 1—-|— TBI---- “-~i m J- w I

1 I

TABLE XXI 
~ _ luai

12

The Number of Students whose reports are looked

to get one’s
car, to build a good house,

40 j 30
V-.T1 1I»TI>—I| L

^1 h*
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Table XXI the father

the parent v.’tfh sema ferm of education vzho gensraJly asks for.

and con-monts on tho student’s prO|2;ress as ??equired by the

schools e seven boys reported that no one looks
at their school reports* This mif;ht be a sign of negligence on
the part of the parents concerned
to give in the report for fear of being reprimanded for Ioxat

grades
Using the above as a measure of parental influence on the

students, it is the fathers who exert more influence than the
mothers, on the students aspirations both for boys and girls*
The fathers were also reported to have had more formal educa
tion than the mothers. They wotild therefore be in a position
to check on strident’s progress than their mothers.

Jobs Most Freouently chosen as ’’Best'*.
In terms of specific jobs. Table XXII reports the percenta

ge of choices for the ten most frequently mentioned "best*’ jobs
by boys and girls.

a cabinet mlni st er f ajid an

ambassador. inspits of its
illegal natui’e s.nd the risk involved, can be a lucrative kind of

For girls, other jobs mentioned includeoccupation.

and a captain in the armed forces. The latter has
become very poptxlar today, as one of the new roles open to women
in the society.

air hostess,

pilot, a permanent seex'etarj^j

131 two schools.

Seme boys indicated that siruggling,

□ho’-v’c that fcr both boys and girls, 

looks at the school repoi-t more often than the mother.

e, nurse, an

According to the rcpox'ted parental levels of education, it is

or the students simply refuse

For boys, other jobs mentioned include a
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sh.ov;w that ranks as the

second onlj*' to
for the boj’?.!*’en£^ineer”

TABJ-.E X?<II

JOBS BOYS GIRLS

Engineer 221.
Busi ne s sman 17 162.
Teacher 153. 27
Parmer lO 114.
Doctor 9 115<

8Bank Manager6.
Member of Parliament 5 107.
Lawyer 48.
Secretary 69
A c coxui t ant 410. 4

of Total Choices = ^594

Total N 130 70ss

IBM

cent)

’’best"

Ton Jobe ’’cst Precnxently Chosen 
-f ’I I M-I •— I ■■ u J J II «i. r-.ai J ^mi ri II - . LU-I

Table Z:<1I,
Job in the minds of both boys and girls.

as *^Best" (in ver

’’business”
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A closer look at Table XXII sbovs that thex'e is little

difference in the agreement on “farn^er” and "teacher” as the

occupaticns for both boys and girls

professional occupations are chosen as "best"On t

perhaps becaxiso of their stability and attractive r-ewaxxis.
The correlation betvreen boys and giz-ls rs-nk order of these
occupations is significant at the .0$ level.

A fact which deserves to be noted is the high ranking of

before the traditional "white collar jobs". This I believe
effectively negates ths opinion held by many commentators

students arid school leavers as such, are unwilling tothat
While this may be true with somework with their hands.

the respondents in the study appear to beschool leavers,
interested in the kind of job with the most appealing net

The latter include the money income and itsadvantages

regularity.

sex? religion? birth order? educational
education? mothers’ education ?

and occupational aspiratxons.

level? family sice?
fathers’ occupation; mothers’ occiip^-tion? and their educational

Summary
Table XXIII belox-i summarises the relationships betv/een

"farming" and the high preference for "businessman", well

"best"

tlio whole,

fathers’

of the fei^„Study Results ■

t he re sp ondent s’ age;
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TABLS XXIII

«M.WrtB^V«>«A**«****"*^3** OLg

Occupa'fcional AspirationsEducational Aspirations
Varia.bles

CombinedGirlsBoysCombinedGirlsBoys

r = -0.01 0.05Age

XSex
1.282.89Religion

Birth Order

r = -0.01 r « -0.010.18rFamily Size
IV*

rwwa**

r
WWAMav^

r = -0.08r « —0.15ss —O .03r
kM**^»*>**>l

I w* *1 T la-i------

-0.08 r s= -0.09

•K-
r .= 0.24

*
r = 0.31

Mothers* 
Education

Educational 
Level

Fathers* 
Education

Mothers’
Occupation

«-
r - 0.41

*
1= 14.96

Fatliers’
Occupc.tion

Relrtion^iX^Jl^'fc^-^*^-.^ yariable3 in the Madn^t}^.v a^

*
0.22

*
== 0.39

*
0.36

= 9-^9*

*
15-33

r

r e

r «

v = -0.13

*
r = 0.26

«= :8.55*

r = 0.06

r «
%

r = 0-36

r xs 0.02

« 
r » 0.37

r « 0.09

r = 0.09

*
r = 0.31

r « 0.15

x2

«•
r ss 0.26

*
r - 0.3s

r es 0.04

2.

r « 0.36

*
r = 0.31

*
P ss 0 • 26

r = 0.02

X2

* Significant at 0.05 level.

X^ = 0-11

*
r = 0.28

o 0.33

*
1* = 0.22

*
r 0.22
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of the Main Study indicate no siernifloantThe results

respondents,

This

He

of the

respondents

respondents and their

iirith high educational and occupational

The only

school leavers*
reveal that the religious affiliation ofThe results also

in tfics sample shoi/ed rimilar

This is an unexpected finding, becauce, in the i‘uralgood jobs.
of Kenya, the religious affiliation of a person is givenai'cas

Bordua (196O) similarly found no significanta lot of emphasis.
relationships between the respondents* religion and their aspira

tions •

the respondents was not sienifioantly related to their educational
The Protestants and the Catholics

express a
This is unlike Silvey’s (I969) finding that

DiscAwsion

ar-jpirations for high education and

for good jobs.
the older the student, the higher are his aspirations.

of Eckland (1965)*

Significant relationships emerge
educational and occupational aspirations.

or occupational aspirations•

or occupational aspirations
similar desire for high education and

aspirations, was

relationships hetwepn the respondents’ age and their educational 
The young and the slightly older

The proportion of boys
greater than the proportion of girls.

McQueen (1969) found that the sex of the respondents in his 

sample was significantly related to their aspirations, 
difference is that his sample was mainly composed of primary

finding, however, supports the findings
found no significant relationships betv/een the age 

in his sample and their aspirations.
betvjeen the sex of the
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■birth order was net significamt—

ly related to their educational or occupational aspirations.

The fi3?st ■borns and the later horns in the sample, showed

similar educational as well as occupational aspirations.

Brovmstcin (1972) foixnd that the first horns in his sample

tended to have sliglxtly higher educational aspirations than the

This vzas not the case with occupational aspirations.latorhorns.
The results also indicate that the educational level of

the respondents was significantly related to their educational
The proportion of form fourand occupational aspirations.

respondents who vzere high educational aspirants, was significant—
ly different from the proportion of form one respondents who
were high educational aspirants.

The proportion of form four respondents who were high
occupational aspirants was significantly smaller than the
proportion of form one respondents who were hi^ occupational

aspirants-
Hicks

(1966) and Boyle (I966), that "by tho time the respondents get
to form four, their aspirations tend to he more realistic than

King (1971) found that thewhen they were in form one. propor
tion of form one student? who ’wished to go to University,

dropped to a small proportion hy the time they were in form foxir.

family size was not found to he significant—
ly related to their educational or occupational aspirations.
Respondents from small families and large families alike, showed

The re spend© nt s *

This finding supports the findings of McQueen (I969),

Similarly, the resy^ondents’
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similar educational as well as occupational aspirations*
Cameron (1970) states that respondents from small families had
higher aspirations than those from large families in his sample.
This is ui’.ilar to the findings of Sewell (1968). The findings

indicate no significant relationships
between the respondents* family size and their aspirations.

The x^esults indicate that the fathers* education was
significantly related to the respondents* educational as well as
occupational aspirations. Similarly, the respondents* education
al as well as occupational aspirations were found to be signi-

The findings officantly related to their fathers* occupation.
Elder (I965) and Olson (1972) show that the respondents whose
fathers have high education and highly placed jobs, tend to have
higher aspirations than those*respondents whose fathers have
lower education and less highly placed jobs. A similar finding
is reported by Poster (19^5)• These findings indicate that it
is an asset to have a father with a high level of education and
a good job, in the formation of aspirations.

The findings of the present studyi also indicate that the
mothers* education was significantly related to the respondents*
educational aspirations, but not to their occupational aspirations.

the mothers® occupation was significantly related to
the respondents* educational aspirations, but not to their
oooupational aspirations.

The fathers* and the mothers* education and

in the way

Similarly,

of Poster (19^5) however,

occupation
generally emerge as particularly important factors
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the respondents form their educational as i^ell as occupational

Edxxcation is seen “by both parents and students as

KB
Althc'.ic;h it was necessary to do a validation of th©

respondents* statements about their parents’ education and
occupation, it x^ras not possible to incorporate it in this study.

It is
recommended that future studies should interview parets as well.

aspirations.
a meaJis to occupational and social mobility

because the parents themselves were not intervievied. 
.......... . A.

I'C WUUJiS^IlW.'^U. a* v x v .u



CHAPTER 
in uiiw

SLTl-J.:ZtRY AMD COTICLUSIONS
The purpose of this study was to find out the relationships

that exist, between secondary school students’ educational and

occupational aspirations, and their parents’ educational attain
ment and occupational status. The assumption was that the
aspirations of students, like their attitudes.
large extent by the attitudes of their parents.

The major findings in the study indicated that .significant
relationships exist between the following variables:

Respondents’ sex and their Educational Aspirations.1.
sex and their Occupational Aspirations.Re sp onde nt s’2.
Level of Education and theirRespondents’3.

Educational Aspirations.
Respondents’ Level of Education and their4.
Occupational Aspirations.
Fathers’ Education and the Educational Aspirations5-.
of the respondents.

6. Fathers’ Education and the Occupational Aspirations
of the respondents.
Mothers’ Education and the Educational Aspirations7.
of the respondents.

8. Fathers’ Occupation and the Educational Aspirations

of the respondents.

9. Fathers’ Occupation and the Oocupat j onal Aspirations
of the respondents.

are formed to a
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10, Kothers* Occupation and the Educational Aspirations

of the respondents.
The studj^ showed no significant relation'?hips between the

follox’riLng variables:

Respondents*1. Age and their Educational Aspirations.
2 Respondents* A.ge and their Occupational Aspirations.

1

3. Respondents* Religion and their Educational
Aspirations.
Respondents* Religion and their Occupational4.
Aspirations.
Respondents* Birth Order and their Educational5.
Aspirations•

6. Respondents* Birth Order and their Occupational
Aspirations.
Respondents’ Family size and their Educational7.
Aspirations.

8. Respondents* Family size and their Occupational

Aspirations.

Mothers’ Education and the Occupational Aspirations9*
of the respondents

10 Mothers’ Occupation and the Occupational Aspirations

of t?ie respondents.

The results of this study izidicate that the sex of the
respondents has soma influence upon their educational and
occupational aspirations. generally a higher proportion
of hoys with high educational and occupational aspirations than
there were girls.

There was

A possible explanation for this is that the
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high edumtion an
get a good job This could be one reason v?hy both boys and
girls had such high educational and occupational aspirations.

1 Clignot (19^6) remarks in his study that individual biographical
differenoos such as sex and age have some relevance to the
aspirations of students. His study indicated that boys had
slightly higher aspirations than girls.

The level of education of the respondents, emerges as an
important variezble in the formation of aspirations. There vras

aspirations than there vzere form one students. With occupational
aspirations, however, there was a smaller proportion of form four
students with high occupational aspirations than there were form
one students. This means that as the students gain more experie
nce in school and more information on what they expect for the
future, their aspirations change from fantasy to reality.
Somerset (1968) and King (1971) indicate in their studies that
given the contingencies of the job market and the limited
information available to students, the aspirations of form one
students become higher and more realistic as they get into form
four.

educational and

respondents
and also hold good jobs.

a boy and also work as hard as possible to

education of both boys and girls is equally emphasised in our
Kenyan society today, such that a girl will aspire to have as

The results also indicate that high 
occupational aspirations are characteristic of 
whose fathers have had high education

a larger proportion of form four students with high educat-1 nnal



This c?.:i be explained ’b^z the fact that in homes v/here fathoi'S

m^^azines,

Such itemsnev/spapers and possibly a radio or Television set-
and the fathers’ initiative and

enooura-gement ■ivdil also assist the students to foj’m aspirations.
Students v;ho not endowed vo.th such educational tools, may
find it difficult to mould their aspirations in the right

Somerset (1970) also found that those students whodirection.
noui'ished high aspirations had come from families where the
parents had had some education. Some caution is needed here,
because high aspirations, may also mean unrealistic aspirations.
The study shov/s that thez'e was a large base of mothers with no

As a result, mothers* education was shovzn to influe—education.
the educational aspirations of the respondents, and netnee

their occupational aspirations. A possible explanation for this,
is that mothers who had some education, had occupations outside
the home, and the experience which they get from other people
through discussions or reading helps them to take greater interest

and thus indirectly encourage
and participate in shaping the aspirations of their children.
The stud,Y generally shows that high aspirations are highly
correlated vrith parental levels of education and the status, of
their occupations.

Although the results did not show any significant relation-

the educational, and occupational aspirations of the respondents.
these variables have been shown by other studies to influence

in the education of their children.

are useful to students,

ships between the age, religion,

have had some education, there are some books,

birth order, family size, and
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The findings of Raju (1973)? Vfandera (1971) indica

te that these factors need to he taken along with other variables
which, are related to the formation of aspirations. For
instance the religion of the students and that of the parents

The present study considered only theshould he considered.
The family sizes ofreligious affiliation of the respondents.

the majority of the respondents were generally large, and this
variable did not significantly affect the formation of aspira-

As far as providing for the educations of the respondents.
tion of the children is concerned, the first horns and the

This meanslater horns are treated equally hy their parents.
that hirth order per se cannot he said to influence aspirations

Other external factors such as the parents’ eduoa—agreat doal •

of interpersonal relationships between parents and studentsrole
discussions on educational matters too, play a crucial part in
the formation of aspirations. In other words, the kind of

emphasised in school and at home.
his findings, that •’ parental influence has

direct effects
aspirations, as well as educational attainment”.

In terms of the knowledge that students have about the
occupations in the modern sector today, the results indicate
that students* felt needs and aspirations are mainly geared

tion and occupation are also at play.
It may he concluded in view of these findings, that the

aspii'ations.

motivation that students get from their parents need to he

Sewell (1968) concluded from

on levels of educational and occupational



89

and

This

toxvai'ds an income — earning child» The parents of
such children, look up to them to provide most things in the
home and generally to uplift their standard of living.1

From the reasons that students give about working hard
it can he seen that they are concerned about thein school.

welfai'e of their families. »»To help my parents and family”,
ranks second to
why students aim high in school. It is in^ortant to note that
the felt needs and aspirations for income of many girls has
tremendously increased due to the new roles open to women

Thus the girls in the study aimin Kenyan society today. 2.S

high as the hoys in terms of both educational and job •1
In general, both hoys and girls view theopportunities.

steady income to satisfy obligations to their families, and
invest for their future.

What appears to he the important question in the forma
tion of students* educational and occupational aspirations 9

concerns the likelihood of structural change and its icroact
upon the established pattern of schooling. In trying to answer

is confronted by the very fundamental issue

and the
way in which they respond and mould students* aspirations.

of Kenya,

•‘getting a good job”, among the reasons given

also those jobs that give a good and regvjlar income.
toxv’ards those jobs that require high levels of education.

strongly reflects the attitudes of parents in the rural areas

of the social nexus of our educational institutions.

this question, one

years they have spent in school, as a means of obtaining a
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the sKipin,'* o" ntu-ler.ts* ar.p3.ra.tion3

however, it is v.’orthwhile to noteIn view of ?•,!! this,

thcit ^thjoc'.tirn o,,n' ot c?-r:i''.v he used as a mso/is of altering

A multiplicity o^ exterr.-.lparti-^lly rela-j -'-'d to his schooling.
1 factors contrihiite to the formation o'’ an aspiration.

it is felt that moreProm the findings of thio study,
research should, be directed to this field, to obtain data on

formed ar:d how students can be helped, inhow aspirations are
Both the paz'^nts and thethe forr-'tirn theii- aspii’^tions.

students should be interviewed.
With findings of this nature, it is felt that adult

educators, a.nd school teachers ca.n arg-ue their care more
This is mainly because theconvinvingly to their students.

educational system requires that the needsadaptation of any
and aspirations of those who will participate, be carefully
investigated, and not assumed a priori. 7

In conclusion an intensive effort is needed to inform

students of the occup-itional realities vrhich will face them

'dhat appears to be clearly needed iswhen they leave school.

guidance service in all rchools, to provide the basic anda

about '* h.e kin.ds

schocl can api?ly for. In addition to this, such information

should be relevant to the needs of the students so that they

set their educational and occupational aspirations at thecan

Ap’..rt frof,-! thir. tha’re ir t’-e iccue c'' parental influence uron

Cl-' tlw.t stud'^-'cts leaving

aPi:i: -.tic?is, • •’\?t an i’-.dividua] aspires to be is only
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level appropriate to their talents. This, I "believe, will help
to alleviate the frustration which is very much related to
misguided aspirations.
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Hlrh School Stud<’nt’s Educational and OccunationaJ .Aspirations:
«r r..*r^«M7V»« w i ■ j«i ■ i-■ i » w * mw rr»— iwii i m i ‘ cm »   i l iTt - r. ■ r n -. .z a . —   > 1 I I hl I

(a) How m-any 'brothers and sisters do you have?

fw—ii r^. — —r ra ~ i~-—l ^rm------- 1 t —i

(t) Vfiiat is 7vour position in the family?
1

1st 'born / 2nd born etc.
(c) Vfhat is your age? years.

(a) VJhat is your religion?

Looking realistically at your future, how do you think
chances are of continuing your education bej’-ond 4th form.your

Tick appropriately:
I’m certain to continue my education.
I have a reasonable chance of continuing.
I vd.ll certainly not be able to continue.

If you have the chance to continue your education beyond
xdiich of these Institutions vzould you like to join?

Write 1, besides your 1st choice, and _2 besides your 2nd choice.
A Teacher Training College
A Technical Institute
An Agricultural Institute
Complete Higher School Certifioo.te
Commercial Training
Nursing School

APPENpIX y
QUESTICT^rAlRE USED TCR PILOT STUDY

2c

Ic

• 4th form,
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Tick appropriately:l3 this true about yoxi?

Uy parents want me to go on for further Education(a)
)Ro (Yes (

(b)

)Yes (

to go on any fui'therMy parents do not vjant(c) me

)No ()Yes (

knowledge of further Education(d) My parents have no
)No ()Yes (

father*s EducationWhich of these is true of your5-
Did not go to school(a)
Had Primary Education(h)
Had oeoondary Education(o)
Had University Education(d)

(e) Don’t know

Education or Training of other6.

kinds ©eg

Training etc.?
)Yes ( ) Ko (

explain briefly

Vfhich of these is true of your mother’s Education7.
(a) Did not go to school
(b) Had Primary Education

4>

in a Trade School»

If Yes,

?--y parents do not mind if I go on or not
No (

Did your father have any
Secretarial School, Teacher
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(c) Had Secondary Education

(d) Had University Education

(e) Don* t know

Did your mother have a.ny Education or Training: of other8.
in a Nursing School, Teacher Training, Secretarialkinds c.g.

School?
Ho ( )Yes ( )

explain briefly

V/hich one of your relatives has the highest level of

Education?
Parents - Father or Mother(a)

(h) Brother
(o) Sister

(d) Myself
Indicate the level of Education

VJhat is your father* s occupation?10

What is your mother* s occupation?11.

If you could have all the training necessary for a job12.
job would you train for?what

If Yeo,
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13- Wh?.t level of FJduoaiaon do you thinlc is sufficient for the

job of youj* ch ci c-2?

VHiJ ch job do ;zcu think your parents would most like to14 •

see you do after school?

V/hat is the best job to have in Kenya today?15.

Getting a good job in Kenya today depends on luck rather16.

than ability and vjillingness to work.

Agree

Kot Sure

Disagree

Tick appropriately.

A good Education does not necessarily mean a good job17.
today.

Agree
Kot Sure
Lisagi'ee

Tick appropriately*

Rank the following ooonpcxtior.s in terms of their prestige13,
in Kenya.

Primary School Teacher1. 9. Secretary
Shopkeeper2. 10. Nurse

3. Doctor 11. Businessman

■I I III i.i.ni I HI 111 It M
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Policezn^^n 12 University Lectxu'er

13Vfri’tex'5 Hi^h. Sciiool TeacHor*

6. 14 ♦Clcrx’^T^nan Pax'mex'

Univei'fsi'by Proves sox*L'I 3^7v

16.I.'ein*ber of* Pax'liamsnt H o*t e 1 K ana^e i? •

4e



AFFE^rpTX VI

vs’-t) for TTr? T-jkiK gttttiy

Hi C?^ 2A, 

V7icit your a; o? years

sisters Hc'..’ many Lroihers 2.

do 5'ou hrave?

3.
(i«Oa

What is your Religion?4.
Catholic1.
Protestant2.

Muslim3.

Hindu4.
Hone5.

father’s Education?Which of these is true of your5.
Did not go to school 1.
Had primary education  

2.
Had secondai'y education  3.
Had University education 4*
Don't know  

of these is true of your mother’s Education?Which6.
Did not go tc scliool1 tKiCTanf twib

Had primary education  2.

Had secondary education 3.
Had University education 4.
Don’t know 5-

What is your position in the family?

1st, 2nd or 3rd horn etc.)

1.

r Educ^^ti onnl and _Cccup?tiona.l Aspirations:
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What is your father’s occupation?7.

Vfhat is your mother's occupation?8

Looking i'ealiotical ly at your fixture, hovj do you think

chancesyour

I have a reasonable chance of continuing

I vri.ll certainly not be able to continue*

10

A Teacher Training College

A Technical Institute

An Agricultural Institute

A Higher School Certificate Class

A Commercial College

A Nursing School.

Indicate yoiu* ^irst and Secojid Choices

If it vjere possible to get the necessary training, what11.

train for?job vroxild you

hHiat level, of Education do you think would be necessary12.
job?for that
Primary Education1.
Secondary Education2.

University* Education3.

Tick C’urj'CT’riately s

I am certain to continue

9o

jf* ha-ve the chance to continue your Education beyond 

v;hich of the follovring v/ould you like to join?4th form,

are of continuing your education beyond 4th form?
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What is the best job to have in Kenj^a today?13.

occupations in terms of their prestige14.

in Kenya
Secretary9-Primary School Teacher3
Nurse10.Shopkeeper2.
Businessman11.Doctor3
University Lecturer12.Policeman4.
High School Teacher13.V/riter5.
Parmer14.Clergymane.
University Professor15.Lawyer7.
Hotel Manager.16.Member of Parliament8.

Education do you think your njother wouldVZhat level of15.
attain?like to see you

think your father wouldVJhat level of education do you16.
like to see you attain?

do you think your mother wouldV/hat kind of occupation!?•
do after school?like to see you

occupation do you think your father wouldIThat kind of18
do after school?like to see you

Who looks at your school Report more often?19.
Mother1.
Father2

Ranlc the follpvjing
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why you are studying hal'd in school?State 3 reanor20.

■ «un w>*»ui—»

'■! rnmi I Tiw

1

a

3.

2o

1.
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1.28 0.21 0.42 0.05 0.18

0.08 0.28 0.42
1
I

0.80 0.49 1 -
J



irrnn n CmaACTERISTICS OP GLUS IN THE JWN STUBl'

n Protestant 41 81 1 12 0 0 LOHHIGH
82' 80 0 0 LOH RICH

8 81 0 0 HIGH HIGH
8U Protestant 81 11 80 12 nluii LOH

15 Catholic 1 11 3 12 0 0 0 LOH LOH
1 1 12 0 0 HIGH

8 8 80 12 HIGH HIGH
61 0 812 12 HIGH LOH

8 81 1 0 0 0 ION HIGH
10 1 21 0 0 0 0 MM

18 Protestant11 1 4 1 0 0 0 0 UH
12 1 1 0 0 0 0 LOH LOH

I
13 8i 81 0 HIGH HIGH

18 Catholic 814 1 4 812 HIGH HIGH
18 Catholic 4 I 1 12 0 0 0 HIGH HIGH
15 Catholic 1 1 0

2 124
88 8 HIGH12 HIGH4

HIGH0 Uri0120If Protestant 419

i

7 
I

8

1
1

Q

1

Protestant 4
18 Protestant
15 Catholic
18 Protestant

12 Protestant
18 Protestant

12
0

lOH
HIGH

8

17
8

0
8 0

17 Protestant 4

18 Protestant 4

p 
p 
p

HIGH
HIGH17

18

15 Protestant 4
1
18 Catholic

LOH

la
li

0 u

15
18

15 Catholic
IC

?C!iK PBILI BIRTH FATHER'S FAM'S HCfflER'S raSR'S EPGCATICNAL CCCDPATIOKAL
(CU-SS) SIZE ORDER EDUCATION OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION ASPIRATION ASPIRATION

SlEJEr AGE RELIGION
HIM



,U i XA 'iixjiuovy

nn

16 Catholic20 1 1 80 0 8 LCs WK
18 Catholic21 1 81 8 0 0 LOK HIGH

22 81 0 80 8 8 HIGH HIGH
23 1 4 1 12 12 0 0 HIGH HIGH
2i 1 812 0 0 HIGH mcH

4 84 1 0 0 0 LOK HIGH
13 Protestant 4 1 0 80 12 HIGH LOH

4 0 0 0 0 HIGH HIGH I4 0 80 8 LOW
20 Catholic 4 1 8 0 0 HIGH HIGH
18 Protestant 4 8 0 0 HIGH

I31 4 3 4 0 0 0 0 LOK LOK
32 1 83 12 12 12 HIGH HIGH
33 13 Catholic 1 81 12 8 8 HIGH lacH
34 17 Protestant 4 2 80 8 HIGH HIGH

1 8 80 12 HIGH WK
4 8 812 HIGH HIGH
4 1 0 12 0 0 WK LOK
4 8 8 80 HIGH HIGH

80 12 HIGH WK
8 80 HIGH WK

2?
30

17 Catholic
18 Catholic

15 Protestant
13 Protestant

17 Catholic
18 Protestant

14 Catholic
18 Protestant

4
7

5
2

17
8

8
8

H 
H 
h)

4
1

7

4
1

4
2

37

15 Protestant
16 Protestant

1

35
38

16 Catholic
18 Protestant

14 Protestant
16 Catholic

35
40

O’Cirai AGS ELIGIOS FCS!
1'423 (GUSo) SEE

up’r

25
26

27
28

PA14ILY BIHTH FAM'S FAM'S KOM'S KCM'S SDCA'IIOHAl OCCHPATIOKAL 
OW EDUCATION OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION ASPIifA'lICN ASPIHATIOH

k



ran K (ccffio)

8«• 4 4 0 0 0 HIGH
42 84 1 3 12 0 0 HIGH HIGH
43 14 Catholic 1 0 12 0 0 HIGH ffl

11 Catholic4^, 84 2 812 12 HEE LOH
1 83 0 0 0 la HIGH

84 3 80 80 HIGH
41 13 Catholic 1 82 0 80 ICtJ ICH

1 80 0 0 La LOH I
49 81 1 0 0 0 HIGH LOH

850 1 8 8 0 0 LOH HIGH
51 * 1 0 0 0 HIGH HIGH

i15 Protested 1 87 3 0 0 HIGH Ml
15 Protestant 81 8 87 1 12 HIGH HIGH
17 Catholic 4 2 0 0 0 0 Ml M
17 Catholic 4 1 0 80 12 LOH
18 Catholic 84 0 84 12 LOH HIGH
20 Protestant 81 12 0 0 HIGH Ml
15 Catholic 1 87 0 0 0 SGH HIGH

55 19 Frctestfflt 84 10 2 17 0 0 HIGH HIGH
$0 U Protestant 1 2 12 0 0 0 LOH Ml

1
X

f
0

SO

18 Catholic
17 Catholic

15 Catholic
18 Catholic

4
8

H
H

57
58

17
8

5W AGE RELIGION
ISR

53

15 Protestant
16 Protestant

14 Protestant
18 Protestant

4
56

48

FORM PAKILI' BIHTH FATHER'S FATHER'S tiOTHEH'S WS EH'JCATICIIAL OCCHPATIONAL
(CLASS) SIZE ORDER EDUCATION OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION ASPIRATION ASPIRliTION



(CKTiro)n

61 8 8 804 1 ES HIGH
62 8 81 12 12 HIGH LOU
6j 820 Frotestfflt 4 . 11 1 12 0 0 HIGH lOU

Protes-taiit 8 84 1 80 HIGH ECH
18 Catholic 1 02 0 0 0 LOU lOU
I] Protestat 8 84 2 0 12 LOU LOUI

1] Protestant 4 14 0 12 0 0 LCU EGH
1? Cacholie 1 2 0 0 0 0 LCU Kica I
U Protestant 1 1 0 12 0 0 HIGH
1} Protestant 1 I 4 0 12 0 0 LCU HIGH

wM>w«w>wwawi

I

i

H
•>

15 Catholic
16 Protestant

''J

64

65
66

lU

SOSJLCT 4GE ELIOIOK POSH FAiiM Bffl FAM'S FAM'S KOHES'S EOTK'S FPUCATIOUAL OCCUPATIONAL 
n.’j'li! (cuss) SIZE ORDER EDUCATION OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION ASPIRATION ASPIRATION



ffiRACraiSTKS CP BCYS IN ffi MIK SW(•"NMI

20 Protestfflt!■ 4 2 0 0 0 0 HIGH
2 81 83 0 8 HIGH IC'N

81 1 0 80 8 LOK LOW
18 Protsstanti 1 81 0 0 0 LOW HIGH
18 Protestant 1 80 812 HIGH RICH
18 Pfctestaat6 4 1 0 80 12 HIGH LOK
la Proteetjrt 81 1 0 0 0 Ifi ffl
16 Catholicii 1 14 12 I0 0 0 LOW PUGH
16 Protestant 4 1 8 84 0 8 HIGH LOW

10 820 Catholic 4 84 0 0 LOK LOK
II 1? Catholic 84 10 81 812 HIGH HIGH I

n Catholic 812 4 12 0 0 LOK LOW
13 1? Protestant 4 2 2 0 80 12 LOK

4 1 0 0 0 0 LG'I LOW
84 80 8 ION LOW
84 10 1 12 0 0 LOW HIGH

1 81 0 84 0 LOK LOW
14 Protestant 1 0 0 0 ' 0 LCK low

19 15 Protestant 1 84 1 80 HIGH ra
81$ Catholic 1 2 1] 0 0 KIOH HIGH

<7 
f

i!

15 Catholic
16 Catholic

17 Protestant
18 Catholic

19 Catholic
16 Protestant

H 
M 
UI

S'TJ^CT AGE REliGION
:S'3ER

1
1

5

‘■1

LOW

9

GAZu

^<1

17
12

FOPII PfflLI BIRTH PAM'S FATHER'S BOTHER'S HOTEER'S 'EOHCATICHAL OCCDPATICKAL
(class) see order EDUCATION OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION ASPIRATION ASPIRATION



21 1 1 1 0 0 8 8 HIGH LOW
1 0 12 0 0 LOW LOW

2i 18 Prctestat 4 ■ 10 1 0 0 8 8 LOW M24 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 LOW LOW
1 1 1 0 8 12 12 HIGH LOW
1 1 2 8 12 0 0 LOW HIGH21 1 8 12 8 8 Lu,i M
1 81 12 0 0 LOW HIGH I4 1 fl fl 8 8 LOW LOW

15 Protestant 1 1 2 fl fl fl 0 , HKH IflW
81 1 1 12 8. 12 12 HIGH HIGH?) 1 fl 0 fl fl LOW LOW88 IT Catholic 4 4 0 fl fl fl Iff LOW84 15 Catholic 4 10 1 8 12 0 0 HIGH IflW

IT Catholic 1 0 12 fl 0 LOW HIGH
4 4 IT 12 0 0 HIGH HIGH
4 12 fl 8 8 HIGH LOH
4 1 12 0 0 fl LOW LOW

85 4 12 8 0 0 LOW HIGH
1

f 
0

5
8

85
80

8T
88

15 Protestant
13 Catholic

15 Catholic

18 Protestant

T

0
0

8
8

HIGH
LOW

4
1

RICH
HIGH

H

0^

19 Catholic

19 Catholic

20 Protestant
14 Protestant 11

12
8

10

25
28

8
12

IT Protestant
18 Protestant

18 Catholic

18 Catholic

18 Catholic

18 Protestant

40
41

I ru i a

CSECT

19 Protestant

IT Protestarit

25
80

HOWS WSH'S ECCffiOHAL OCCUPATIONAL 
--J OCCL’PATICH iSPIPullIOII iSFIMION

PILICIOH FCS!.! FAELY BIB FATHER'S PATHSR'S Eilhh.;
(cuss) SKS ORDER EDHCATIOH OCCHPATIOK EDHCATICW



Ar?sj-Dix X (raw)

21 1 1 1 0 0 8 8 HIGH LOtf
22 1 0 12 0 0 Lc;i LOW

18 Prc’isstar?. ■ 10 1 0 0 8 8 LCh ffl
24 4 0 0 0 0 low LOW

1 1 0 8 12 12 RICH LOW
1 1 82 12 0 0 LOW HIGH
1 8 12 8 8 LOW low
1 31 12 0 0 LOW HIGH
4 10 1 0 0 8 8 LOW LOW

15 Protestani; 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 . RICH LOW
1 1 12 8, 12 12 RIG;! HIGH

I1 0 0 0 0 LOW LOW
83 li Cathoiic 4 4 0 0 0 0 LOW LOW
84 4 10 81 12 0 0 RICH LOW

4 1 0 12 0 0 LOW HIGH
4 4 12 0 0 HIGH HIGH
4 0 8 8 lilGR LOW
4 1 12 0 0 0 LOW low

85 4 12 8 0 0 LOii HIGH

f
0

Q /

2

15 Catholic

18 Protestant

15 Protestant
13 Catholic

19 Catholic
n Catholic

4
1

17
12

0
0

8
8

EL’CATIOWAL OCCUPATIONAL
-------1 iSrIPdTIOW

HIGH
HIGH

HIGH
LOW

H 
P 
O'

19 Catholic
19 Catholic

20 Protestant
14 Protestant

7

4
1

8
12

12
8

21
28

25
28

87
88

11
1

RSLICION PORii
(cuss) SIZE

31

Ci^JECT JE

17 Protestant
18 Protestant
18 Catholic
18 Catholic
18 Catholic
16 Protestant

19 Protestant
17 Protestant

82

40
41,
i'l

PiELY BKIH FATHER'S FABER'S fflHEE'S ©WS r"‘ ‘ 
ORDER EDUCATION OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCLTATICN ASFliilKN

25
80

85
88



iJ-FWX X (CCffliro)

12 03 1 0 04 t A" L^i'l15 Protestant42 HIGH
4 0 01 0 0143 14 Protestant LCH LOH
8 1 0 0 01 0n Protestant44

18 Protestant 01 3 0 0 0 10;! LOH
8 811 Protestant 1 12 04 0 HIGH

88 62 12 124 HIGH HIGH
84 1 1 0 0 0 HIGH HIGH

18 Catholic 8 84 04 0 HIGH I
■ 8 8115 Protestant 1 00 SICE HICH

8 8 8 8151 4 HIGH RICH
81 0 011 1 052 LOH HIGH

»

18 Catholic 1 1 0 0 1253 12 Ki.' LOH
1 013 Protestant 5 12 12 0 LOH' HIGH

8818 Protestant 8 0 121 1 HIGH HIGH
8 818 Protestant 01 1 01 HIGH HIGH

818 Protestant 1 12 ’ 0 01 4 HIGH HIGH
84 10 1 0 0 020 Catholic LOH HIGH

8 800 12411 Catholic HIGH lOHi

01 0 0 015 Catholic 4 HIGH HIGH
8018 Protestant 081 121 HIGH LOW

6 0 012 HIGH18 Protestant 1 HIGH82 1 7

7.3JECT iOH lELIGICH

45
48

15 Catholic
20 Catholic

14 Protestant
18 Catholic

4
8

47
48

p 
H 
■J

.55
80

45
50

7

?CHS BIlffH PAM'S PAIHIIH'S HOWS HOWS SKJ.liONAL OCCDFATIORAl 
(cuss) SIPS OPffl a'CATIOR OCCUPATION WWION OCCUPAIIOS iSFIH'.IIOH ASPIRATION

HIGH

54
55
58
57
58



8 883 18 Catholic 1 121 0 0 LOH HIGH
18 Protestfflt 11 1 0 0 0 0 IfiS LOH

8 8 81 ■ 1 84 HIGH HIGH
8 8114 1 0 0 lOH LOH

18 Catholic 81 I 1 0 12 0 LOH HIGH
18 Protestant 81 810 2 0 12 HIGH HIGH

85 8 81 80 0 HIGH LOH
IO 814 1 12 12 12 HIGH HIGH

8II 1 3 ■ 0 12 0 0 IGH LOH
812 4 8 8I 1 0 HIGH HIGH

13 8 8 8II Catholic 4 0 HIGH LOH I8 8 814 4 2 0 HIGH LOH
4 3 3 12 00 0 LOH HIGH

18 Catholic 8 84 00 HIGH HIGH
18 Catholic 4 0 12 0 0 HIGH LOH

8 8 8 6II Catholic 4 4 HIGH LOH
II Catholic 4 1 II 0 0 0 LOH HIGH
18 Protestant 8 82 0 01 LOH HIGH

81 8 801$ Frotestajit 1 0I LOH
882 18 Protestant 02 0 01 lOHI

15 Catholic
II Catholic

18 Catholic

18 Protestant

I
8

15
18

81
88

13 Protestant
18 Protestant

H 
H

II
18

04

85
88

15 Protestant
18 Protestant

15
80

OGCT LCH HSLIGION FCS FAllILI BIETH FATH'SE'S FiTHFB'S HOTBSR'S ffillER'S SEUCATIOHAL OCCWIOIiAL
'TSl (cuss) SIZE ORDER EDDCATIOR OCCUPATION EDDCATICN OCCMIOI! ASPIRATIOH ASPIRATIOH

LOH



11 Protestant 1 1 12 0 0 0 HIGH
8 8 81 0 0 LOH HIGH

81 0 0 0 HIGH HIGH
811 Catholic 4 2 12 0 0 HIGH
81 81 812 HIGH HIGH
0 0 0 0 lOH LOH

1 84 80 0 LOW
50 81 1 80 12 IM HIGH I

15 Protestant 81 r 12 0 0 HIGH LOH
02 
I

15 rrctestait 1 1 1 0 12 0 0 HIGH HIGH '
13 Catholic 81 fl12 0 HIGH HIGH I
15 Catholic94 1 10 1 12 0 0 0 w LOH

815 Protestant 81 1 4 0 12 HIGH HIGH
8 6Ij Protestant 1 81 12 HIGH LOH

8 8 814 Catholic 1 4 0 fl HIGH LOK
8 81 7 1 fl 12 HIGH HIGH

1 12 1 fl 0 fl 0 LOW LOW
8 8 8ICO 14 Catholic 1 fl4 LOH LOH
8fl1 fl fl ifl'.; HIGH5

102 7 fl fl 0 fl IflH HIGH
815 Protestant 1 2 01 fl fl LOK HIGH

15 Catholic
14 Catholic

Cl
P
P

1 
X

/

01

87
88

19 Catholic
17 Protestant 1
11 Catholic
18 Protestant 1

14 Protestant 4
If Catholic

SBCT, ;.GE EHUGION POHM Fiail BIRTH PATHSE'S FATHER'S HOTHER'S EOIHSE'S ISUCATICHAL OCCflPATIOtlAL 
’SR (CUSS) SIZE ORDER EflUCATIOH OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCLTATION ASFIKION ASPIRATION

■3

84
85
88

.1

95
98

99

iCl

11 'Protestent
18 Protestant 1 . 1

8



AfrWX X (COt.'TIHIED)

611 Protestant 1 1 12 0 0 0 HIGH LOW
8 8 81? Protestant 1 5 0 0 LK! HIGH

18 Protestant 81 0 0 0 HIGH HIGH
811 Catholic 4 2 12 0 0 HIGH LOW
81 8 81 12 HIGH HIGH

1 3 0 0 0 0 LOH LOH
89 1 84 0 80 LCH LOH
90 1 81 1 80 12 IW HIGH I

15 Protestant 81 5 !• 12 0 0 HIGH LOH
92 1 1 1 0 12 0 0 HIGH HIGH
93 81 5 3 12 0 0 HIGH HIGH I94 1 10 1 12 0 0 0 LOH LOW

8 81 1 4 0 12 HIGH HIGH
8 8 813 Frotestat 1 1 12 HIGH LOW

8814 Catholic 1 4 0 0 HIGH LOH
8 81 1 1 0 12 HIGH HIGH

199 12 1 0 0 0 0 LOH LOW
8 8 8ICO 14 Catholic 1 •5 04 ICH LOH
8101 4 1 0 0 0 LOW HIGH5

102 1 1 05 0 0 0 LOH HIGH
815 Protestant 1 

A 2 01 0 0 LOH HIGH103

81
88

19 Catholic
11 Protestant

15 Catholic
14 Catholic

5
8

P
^015 Frctest&nt

13 Catholic

15 Catholic
15 Protestant

6
17 Catholic
16 Protestant

14 Protestant
18 Catholic

Cl
J*-

SP’JECT.
’1L3ER

91
98

84
85
88

;.GE RELIGION

1 ■ 1

8

55
98

TOHM PAHLY BIRTH FATHER'S FATHER'S MOTHER'S MOTHER'S EilUCATICHAL OCCUPATIONAL
(CLASS) SIZE ORDER EDUCATION OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION ASFIittTION ASPIRATION



APPSiDIX K (OTIEOED)

15 Protestant 1 2 0 12 0 0 L0(I HIGH
20 Protestant 81 5 2 80 12 HIGH LOW
18 Protestant 8 84 , 2 0 0 !!KH low
18 Catholic 8 81 1 0 0 HlOH HIGH
18 Catholic 8 84 84 0 HIGH HIGH

109 4 0 12 0 0 10;! HIGH
no 84 81 0 0 HIGH lOK

17 Protestant 84 4 0 0 0 LOW low I

8112 d 84 0 0 LOW HIGH
in 1 0 0 0 0 low LOH

6 8 81 12 12 HIGH HIGH I
810 4 12 0 0 HIGH HIGH
8d 11 5 0 0 0 HIGH LOH

18 Protestant 8 8 84 0 0 low HIGH

8 8 804 71$ Catholic HIGH120 HIGH

86 0 0 04 LOW20 Protestant low121
00 00 Lf'Wi 1 HIGH17 Protectant1’2
8 800 low4 1 HIGH17 Protestant128

1i115
118

118
11?

107
108

105
108

15 Catholic
18 Protestant

4
4

7
8

8
0

0
0

LOW
lOK

'1? Catholic

18 Catholic

1? Protestant
18 Protestant

1? Protestant
18 Protestant

5
1

0
8

0
8

H 
» 0

7

Cim IGE ELIGION
II’LOPH

111

117

114

4

low
low

Wv 
t

POSH PAHILy BIRTH PAWS FATHER'S KOTHGi'S KRSR'S IMCATICilAL OCCHPATIOHAL 
(Cy^S) SIZE ORDER EDDCATIOH OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION ASPIRATION ASPIRATION

17 Catholic



8 8n Protestant124 2 0 0 0 1.CH
1: Catholic 81 83 12 8 HIGH HIGH
16 Catholic 84 2 0 0 0 HIGH HIGH
18 Protestant 8121 4 81 0 8 HIGH MH

128 18 Catholic 6 84 4 1 0 0 HIGH lOH
125 84 81 0 8 HIGH W,(
130 20 Protestant 84 1 81 0 8 HIGH MH

I

I

I

11

3U3J1CT AGE EELIGIOK

112$
126

h’
M H

tiioin (csira)
?CS{ PIiHLI BIRTH FATHER'S FATHER'S EOTHER'S ECTHES'S EDHCSOKAL OCCDPATIOHAL
(cuss) SIZE ORDER EDUCATION OCCUPATION EDUCATION OCCUPATION ASPIRATION ASPIRATION

n Protestant
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NcBe

tests given in the text*correlations and the t

rph

2

n-1
rpb

is the mean of theMl -
the mean of the "high” scoresisM2 -
th© proportion of cases with "high” aspirations.is-

9P2 -
isSx

"low” scores

is the proportion of cases with "low** aspirations 
the standard deviation of all the scores

>
— is the product correlation between the

.. (Sc) 
“““

= (M2 - Hl)'fpiP2

High and the Low Educational or Occupational

Aspirations categories scored as either 0 or 1

Th© follovring are the computations for the point hi serial
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The Bo.yg^ Sample

Ccniputation of the point ‘bieerial correlation "between

a^s and their educational aspirations. The

and the corresponding educational and
occupational aspiration scores appear in appendix IX

(p 111

0,5

.i

0^5

0.5• P1P2 a

M2 st

= 16.738Ml e:

0.108

(M2 " Ml) ^FiP2 0.108 X 0.5

0.0540SB

2183C3

37067IB

2.879Sx ea

XTi’b ss

0.01876rp'b et

QoO^AQ
2.Q19

a)

1088
65

the "boys®

^2

-- 114)

B 16.84610^

reepondentn*

« *”

130

22^

Pj = 
130

M2** Ml «
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b) Confutation of tlic 7505.nt Tjioerial corrolation 'between

and their occupational aspirs.tions

Bi 0«4^Pl

Oo52^2

.1
« 16e968cu

16.618S363

O«35U2~ Ml ss

Oe35 X Oe499
2183B

31067wt

2.879SB

If b B

0*06066rpb B

-?

0,17465
2,679

1&>2
B—BWM62
1130
68

«1

’’2

f P1P2

Sx

2'

th.© boys’

130
ra Oo499

l'-*

« 62 13-5
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Coinputaxion of* the point hiserial correlation

*bet’.^’een the boys* fa^Tiily si25e and their educstioj^al

CvSpix'ationc

0.5es

0.5P2 C3

0.5, P1P2

6^922^M2 zs8=

65

6.538Ml = a

0.385M9 - Ctt

0.385 X 0.5

0.1925BS

875«s

«= 6497

2.17023■c

rpb

rpl’

2^17023

425
65

X

2

65
130

130

Sx

(M2 - Mi)piP2

Pl “

e 0.0887



the point hiserial corz’olation betweena)
V

Pl ti

P2 (3

4

6. 694IS

6.765Ml Bt

M2"'Mx

- 0.71 0.499

- 0.035430

875B

6497B

2.17023Sx 0

0.03543rph 0

2.17023.

- 0.0163rpl) B

460
I

68

68
130

|P1^

K2

(M2 "

and their occupational aspirationse

» 0

0 Oc52

« 125 -

Computation of

the -boys*
62 

nw J ■ ~

130

Ml)P1P2 =

r: - O.n

.415
62

e Oc499
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the point biserial con'olation bGtx*reGnCcwntation of

education and their educational

0q5c
Pl

0.565 ■3

1
130

6.062Be

3.462BMl
(>5

2.6- M ■M
2»6 X ©#5(Mg - Hj) ■B

130BS

619S3

6083S3

4.9302Sx XB

I'pb

rpb

65

2

« 65
130

e)

aspirations#

•26368

the boyiJ* fathers’

^'*2

V2

^2

B Q

1,30
4*9302

B 0©5
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Computav3.on of the point ’biserial .correlationf)
fathers’ education and their

cocupati onal aspirati one
0^48csBS

a:

4

0.499tB

6.113M2 S3

3.529Hl ss

2.584SB

2.584 X 0.499(M2 —

1.289416

619S5

6083

4.9302a

I’p’b

« Oo26153rpb

62
130

1.289416
4*9302

240
68

379
62

68
130

^2

Pl

Sx

'I ^1^2“

’’1'^2

between the boys’

Pl

2^x2

m 0.52



e) Compu'fcaiiion of the point “biserial ’ correlation

fathers’ occupation and their

educational aspirations•

0r5Pl csBD

130

0-5P2 Mnc 

1

0.5

6.277s

3^954tn

2.323M2 - Ml »

2.323 X 0.5(M2 - Ml)

1.1615■t

665

6913«s

5-217Se

l*ph K

0e2226rph «

130

251
65

1.1615
5.217

408

65

- 129

Ml

^1'^2^

between the boys’

M2



of theC oinpiit a't X onil)
occxip’atxon andbetween the hoys*

O^48C3

Pl S

130

68tse

130

0.499P1P2
457BS

Ml

U2 “

4.312 X 0.499(H2 - Ml)Ip p ES

12

2.15174

665CB

6913■B

Sx

rp’b

0.41244rph 0

~ 13d ■“

poin'fc "biBerial correlaiion

5.217

<= 208
68

oceftipa.’tioj'‘'&^ aspirations

62

^’1

fathers’

4-312

^2

«= 5.217

= 0.52

*« 7 • 371



Compution of the point *bxserial correlation

*be*tireen the hoys*

CBPl cs

*3 

O«.5b:

M2 ss

2e631

20631 3= o®5

1.3155B

509■s

2 4753

4.626■B

cs

O.2B437rpl’ ss

169

65

O>

130

l-e 315?.
40626

130

M2^«=«2 -

Pl’^2

Sx

Pl

CE 2 e 60

1^2“

M 0e5

n^othere^ education hoys*

educaii onal aspi^stions «

(M2 - Ml) PiP



- 132-

of' 'th-e pciriiv ‘blseriaJ- correlaiiloni)
edxicaT.io*i arad their

Oe48sePl

Oe52S9BP2 SS

O<.499

3^15^a

O<,3O1^^2 ***

©•3O1 X 0.499Pl’’2=(M2

-0.150199n

509■D

«= 4753

c 4*^2^

rpls

rp’b ss

233
68

68
130

-0.150199
4^626

62

0.03246

occupcfioricxl eGpi5‘’c».‘ki oiis«.

no±Hers^‘be’c^^ecn -the 'boys'

‘51
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Cornpu*te.tioa of* ■the poiirfe bis©i*ial • correlationk)

mo-thors’ occupation and thoin

educat i onal aspi rat i ons

Pl *3 

» 0^5*«P2

0.5CB

5*415M2 W3S£

» 2.154140Ml C3

65

3.261CB

3.261 X 0.5

1.6305

492B

4464B

4.491

3T>b cs

36305x»pb cs

■>

_65 
130

130

352
65

1.6305,
4.491

^1^2

Sx

M2 - Ml 

(M2 - «1)JP1P2 **

tetwoen the bo^'s*
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t) Conpv.ta’ti on of the point hi serial .correlation

mothers* occupation and their

cccvpational aspirations
xe

as

130

O<,499s:

B

280Ml IS

68

0.699M2 - Ml B

= -^,699 T. 0.^33

-0.348801■a

492

4464B

4.491B

X'p’b

rpb

68

62
130

Sx

-0.348801
4.491

212
62

Pl

^2 = 0.52

= 4.118

«25 OoZj-S

^'l^2

bctT<een the boj^s*

Mg « 3^419

2"“ ®1^ PlP

«s ‘■-OvOY76
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The Girls^ SctRTple

a) Computation of th© point hiserial correlation

hetweon the girls’ age and their educational, aspirations

age and the corresponding educationalTh© rG«s:pondentB’

and occupational aspiration scores appear in appendix
IX ( p 11 - 114)

0.57Pl BSB

0.43B ■S

0.495s

= 16.575663B

40
16.267488 CEB

30

0.308Mg " Mj C3

0,308 X 0.495

0.15246B

1151B

19147B

1.78
rph B

0.086rph B

P^P

40
70

30
10

0.15246
1.78

P1P2

Sx

P2

“1

B2

&

- »1>,
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Computation of the point biscrial■correlation

betvreen the gii'ls' age and their occupational

Pl s

«• Oe43P2 «3

5
0e495

M e>2

Ml «=

0^042Mg — B

0^042 X 0^495

0.02079X5

1151D

19147ss

1.78e:

rpb

rpb b-^.O12

^51

40
70

424
30

10

aspxrati ons «

( H2 - Ki) ^PiP2’=

2

Sx

16.425

0= Oo57

■a 16.467

« 0.02079
1.78



- 137-

c) .. correlation

Pl 0.57o cs

0.43ss'

0.495s:

6,15c; IB

Kl = 5.97

M2 - Hl
0.78 X 0.495

«= 0.3861

= 3197

rpb

ai

40
70

210
40

30
70

0.3861
2cl219

Cornp-utation of the point hiseria

Sx

aspirations.

P
P2

2

(Mg - Ml)

hstTfesn the gi.rls’ familjr size and their educational

^1^2 "

“ 112
30

o 0.18144

x= 2.1.279

= 0,78

•» 449
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d) Computation of the point hieerial corrslatioxi

between the gii'ls*
occupational

Pl 0*57ss cc

O«43EC O

0.495s

M2 6.4B

Ml 6.43SS C3

H

= ~O,03 0.4952

>= -0.01485

4498

3197B

2^y.2isBZ

Tpb

rpb

121
30

40
70

70

X

- 2
X

2^
40

^1^2

^2

■faJDil5'- si EG

IB -Q^OOG^'j

•=’ -<^«O1485
2.1279

and. their

r.npirations.

2- Ml

(M2 - Ml) Fp^

« ^b03
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Compu-fcatxon of the point hisex'xal. corx*el at i on

f athers• education and theii*

educational aspix*3tD.cnG o

Pl 0<.5TB5

P2 0.43BS e>

c= 0.495P1P2

= 288
40

= 2.93m

4-27

4-27 X 0.495

2.11365cs

376

4052Ka

5-388cs

st

rph Oe39228ea

88
30

40
70

- 2 
X

30
70

e)

between the gii'ls’

1*

Hl

- “l^

2.11365
57388

Sx

(Mg

«2

p p *=12

M2 - M
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f) Comp^itation of the point biserial coxTelation

fathers’ education and their
occupational aspirations e

0^51Pl a ST

0.43P2 a

4 0.4958

6.5Mg 8

3cQlMl ex

2.63M2 - Mi s

(H2 - Mj) 2.63 X 0.495B
2

376B

Sx
rpb

rpb

P P 1

30
70

40
70

116
30

260
40

betvzeen the girls’

= 0.24162

P1P2

'=7 2

« 1.30185 
wiiiwiiMiiIII ntji

5.388

«: 5,388
» 4052

«= 1.30185



- 141 “

g) Computation of the point biserial correlation

occupation and their
educational acpirationn o

-- 0^57Pi c

Oc43P2 IS

Oo495PIP2 IS

6.6M2 c*- Bl

Ml 4.4ce

M2 “ Ml 2.2ss

2.2 X 0.495ss

1.089as

396s

2 3984s

4.99■c

rpb

O^2182anpb ■B

264
40

132
30

30
IQ

10

1.089

4e99

Sx

betxxeen the ^irl«‘ fathor-s®

(M2 - Ml)
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Computation of the point 'biserial' correlationh)

fathoz‘s* occupation and their
occupational aspirations

0.57Pl tsCT

0.43asP2

0.495as

7.00s:

3.87Ml ssCS

3.13a

3.13 X 0.495

1.54935b:

396

398460

4.99as

rph ss

0.31049srplJ

280
40

JO
10

70

1.54935
4.99

116
30

M2

Sx

P1P2

“2

betvreen the girls’

(M2 - Mil P1P2 =

-Hl



-143 -

■betv.’eon the

0.57IICt

« 0o43P2 9Z

0.495

5.00M2 ecs

1.73

3^21^2 “* ■=

(M2 - Mj) 3,21 X 0.495P1P2“

1.61865B

252ns

2352s

4.54S3

x*pV as

= 0.3565iTpb

30
S JM

70

Zx
2

52
30

40
70

1.61865
4.54

200
40

Sx

girls mothers* education and their

«1

Corfiputation of the point hiserial* correlation

eduoatioiial aspirations©



a) Cotripuxavion of "the poln'fc *biserial, correlation

education and their

educati onal aspirati ons e

Oe57cs 9S

0e43

0.495B

3.00s 18

132 4.4e ss

30
M2 - Kl -1.483

(M2 - Ml) p-p -1.4 X 0.495e1^2
-Oe693
252as

2352a

4.54b:

rph s

rph Oal526c:

30
>81

70

40 
pa

10

120
40

Z.X 
 2

-Q.693
4.54

"betvieen the girls’ cothers’

Sx

Ml

^2

^PP2

1*^2

144“
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of the poj.nt hiGerial cox*i-elationk)

o c Clip at 3. on and

= 0^51Pl

O«4330 OXz::

0.495

5.2c=SB

lo73Ki SBBX 

5^47M2 *■ ■X

3.47 X 0.495

1.71765c:

260

2512

4.699SB

rp^b BS

O<36553rp*b a:

30

40
70

X

2

208
40

1-2“

1.71765
4.699

Sx

vheir

P1P2

(Kg

Ml

educat- i c:: a.l aspirat x cns

Oonput at i on

between vho mothers^



ConipXLtauion of the point biecrial' correlationu
he girls^ <?.others’ occupation and their

occupcitional aapii'ations

O«57c;Pl

= 0.43P2

0.495P1P2

= 3.2s=

= 4.4Ml EB

-1.2H2 - M 1cs

-1.2 X 0.495

-0.594o

260e:

2512B

4.699

rph cs

rph

40
70

30
70

-o».594
4.699

128
40

132
30

P1P2*'

^2

Sx

Ex2

between t

B -oa264

(M2 - Ml) -^1
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Compxztation

and their ^ducatioraland girls’ ages^betvjeen the hours’

o<525sotoPl

0.475nP2 200
O^499ss

16.7438SSO

B

0.154B

0.154 X 0.499B

.= 0.076846
3334SS

56214B

1.788B

rph

O«O429I'ph cs

95

105
200

1758
105

0.076846
1.788

aspirations.

Ml

H2 - Ml

(><2 - «lfe

4^
Hg

Sx

The C omh i ne d S an^ple

of the point hiserial correlation

« 16.589
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Computation of th© point 'biserxal' correlationb)

'betwoon tlio hoys* and tho girls’ ages,, and theix' occupa-

0,51xs

P2 ss 

0.499

« 16.755cs

- 16.5711624Ml
98

0.184B

0.184 X 0.499

0.091816B

« 3334
56214B

Sx w

rpb B

0.0514rpb B)

2C0

1222
102

0.091816
1.788

102
200

tional acpii'ationso

B 0.49

M2

Mg - Ml

(Mg - Ki)^f^2-

. ”1^2



c) Compulation of the point hiserial'correlation
between the hoys* and the girls* family size ajid. theirf

educational aspirations®

Pl 9Z

P2
2Q0

Oo499S3

S8

BZ

0.499es

o®499 X 0 499

Oc249001B

1324S3

9694ts

^^221IS

rph
J

rph to

2^
105

= 0®249001
5*221

125
200

cs' O«.475

604
95

Sx

«2

«1

“ ^1^2”

Mg

0.04769

(Hg

» 6^Q^'}

P P 1 2

«s 6®358

-Ml

■= 0.525
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a)
between the boars’' and the girls* and

their occupational aspy.rations

1’1 s? 

S5

200

o«495'

K2

*e

.085 X 0.499

.042415K

1324>s

9694«a

5-221

rph

i-pl>

98

200

o •O«49

.085

Ml

= 671
102

653
98

M2 - M2 =

(M2 — Mj) ^P2P2“

= -O0O42415
5.221

» -0.008124

P2

= 0.51

= 6.663

«= 6,51Q

^2^2

faniilj’- size.

Conjpatt^tion of th© point bissniaA correlation
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Computation of the point biserial* correlation

between the boys’ and the girls^ fathers’ education
and their educational aspirations

0.525Pl ox ts

= 0.475S3

5 B

6.495s: IS

3.295BBS

3.2

(Mg - Mj) 3.2 I 0.499

1.5968as

995B

10135as

5.104cs

iTph c

0.31285rpb B

313
95

200
0.475

1.5968
5.104

682
105

105
200

e)

Ml

Sx

P1P2“
1

P2

4
M̂2

^^2 " ^^1 “
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f) Computation

fat hers ® cdiicat i on

and. their occupational

102B

200

23 Oo49a>

200

0*499

6^9 ss«e

102

3*633SBHl cs

2.632^2 ” ^1 s:

2.632 X 0.499(Mg - Hl) -'^P1P2=

1.313368

995

10135

5.104Sx <0

Z3

0*2573rph za

1.313366

5.104

3^
98

«2

Pl

P2

axi'X 'vhe girls^■betv.-sen the hoys^

as>irati'

« 0*51

of the point binerial correlation



Di £?e:ci al oorrel a't i on

occxroation

Oe525CB«3

O<.47595 C£B

200

Oe499

4eO95sa

6<4M2 *s

2.305- Ki =

2.305 X 0.499

1.150195*3

1061

10897B

5-145

rph KS

0.22355rp'b

38p
95

22s 
200

Xx 
. 2

iii5212S
5.145

672
105

Cosnputafcion of the point

M2

Sx

^1

^2

“l

’bevKoen the *l>o’zs’

and. their ecVacaticnal aspiratlonsc.

(M2 - Mi)^PiP2«=

and ^rls® fathers*
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h) Computation of* the point 'bise.rial' CO3M**©! at i on

"betveon and the f'athex^a* occupa.t i Oil

and. tiieix* occupatioxial aspir-atione#

102 Oo51(S xe

200

Oo49TP2 ■s cs

Oe499ss

7e225a CB

3.306es

3.919RC

.. 3.919 X 0.4991- 2

1.955581«s

1061«3

10897xs

5ol45

rph ss

0^3800934x'^p'b 90

J.

5^14^

98
200

737
102

324
98

(M2 - Ml) p^p

the bo5'’o®

^1

^1^2

Sx

Ml

^2
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Gc/7.pu-fcatior» of the point biserial' co.rrelation1)

and the girls'’ mothers’ Gdncaticn

lieir educational aspirations*

= 0*525s

0.47580B

4

0.499c«

5.143ex

2.326sBX

2,&n

2.817 X 0.499

1.405683BX

761ss

7105

4.599IS

rph

0*305649rph cs

221
95

105

200

1.405683
4.599

Pl

Sx

(Mg “ M^) PiP2=

M2

P2

and t
105
200

betvzoen the boys’

M2 - Ml »
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Genipy>-tation oC the point "oiserxal -correlationd)

<= 0^51102Pl c:

200

« 0o49^2 cs

200

Oe499

3.461cz«s

408 4.163Bt

98

-0.702

702 X 0.499VS

-0.350298e>

7^1K*

7105cs

4.599es

rp’b cs

-O9O7 616820

102
Mg

Ml

Sx

"beti-Teen the hoys*

^2 - Ml

(Mg - i^l)^lP2

and the girls’ mothers* education

and thoir occ^ipationa3. aspirations©



2-) Ccnp'iztation of the point bi serial correlatioa

betwsEn the boys’ and the girls’ mothers® occupation

and their etocational pspirations »

0.525Pl £4

200

0.475C3cs

0.499es

5.333sa

105

2.021Ml BB

3.312Mg - Ml s

3.312 X 0.499

1.652688e

152B

6912SC

4.566B

1.652688rpb n

4.566

0.3619553rpTs S7

(M2 - Ml)/Pl Pg *= 
A

192
95

 2

95
200

105

Kg

Sx

“ 157 ***

P2



t) Computation of the point biserial.correlation

and the

and their occupational aspirations
o<,51«s

Oo49BS*sz P2
1

Oo499ec

3*333ECSS

4*20481

-XI.871B

-0.871 I 0.499(H2 - J^l)jPiP2 0

-0.434629s

1520

6916m

4*566n

^o;434622rpb
4.566

-0.095188rph Bl

102
200

-r-2

200

340
102

girls’ mothers’ occupation

4Ag
98

Ml

— 15 8

^1

Ml

“2

^2 "

betx'fsen the boys’
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N<3

The t test was used, to find out whether the coixrputed

It was a5SUir;ed that the two samples were independent

Hence the means wore normally’’ distidhuted^ statistic
found suitable since the estimate of the obsei'vationswas

Formu3.as

xi* 3^2
of the variance was used in theThe pooled value

ng

2

level was atThe significance

2
2

z.ero«

«05 level

Hencep
2 S

The t ««
and that their means were from a randomly selected sojnpleo

point biseriai coefficients were significantly different from

computation oi

v;ere being used

- ( £^2

the t — test



a)
stetiGtioally si^ificant relatioswhip betweenwas a

education and the educational aspirations

of hoys’ o

225394«

23373746 3S

6565 «
ss.*

(2337 -(3746-2388.25) 13

6464
K=

CB

24.3521o21 B
es

-s
■J

1378.65

128

2
S B

es

ss

3.462t SB

+ 23-14
M« Ul I J ■ ' ■■■

2
Si

&

2
S2135KI5

64

6.062„
0.8438

2 S

2 
S

1558.15
64

2961.4
128

23.14 
"23^

65

The Bovs' SoEple

Coispvitation oi" a t - test to find out whether there

“*160

2
®2

(65 X 21.21) -h (65_
128

”1 «2

3?

5?2

X 24.351

252

2
Si
S2

2 s

the fathers’

I 0,^2
0.8438



t

t

3.08

df

This

between the hoys

education.

1«66, Ci 128, at C<.05 level

!= 2.6__
0.8438

o. 161 -

indicated that a significant relationship exists
» educational aspirations and their fathers'

Critical t «

Ohserved t

3.O812983
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test to find out whether there1»)
statisticallywas a

the fathorn

of hoys-*

2112

68IB55 62

S3 

SB
C3

61
18 <88 .J■s27.23ts

s 

1688.26 •<- 1283.84

128

sz

23.22ss

.JO.7160ses

0.84^5167ts

6.113t

2912.1

128

2

2 
S

1^2.

1

2 
S

=3978

( 2112 - Q47.06} 
€>1 

1264.94

67

61
1661.21

<» aa
^^2

SB . 240

2

Computation of a t - 

ei/'Tiificant relationship between

S2

J * 62 68

’^2

=2

= 379

3?

« education, and the occupational aspirations



t

3,0537707

»

the toys9

/•» »»•**■■•****

O0846I67

significant relationship exists between

w 163

t »

Critical t *<= l*^Ov »•-128{ at e05 level
Ol’served t « 3»O5

Thia shows that a

the fathers’ etoticn and the occupational aspirations of



occupation and the educational aspirationsfthe fathers

257c.t

2 278541285S

65ts 65 cs

Xi

27.6424.48 cs

27.64)

o

es

X
) 

0.8144B

0.902441n

t 

t m

2.57412sX SB

2S2

( 4128 - 2560 e98).
64

< es 
2

2 S

2,323
0,902441

3388
128

1567 «0g-
64

164 “ 

t — test to find but whether there

of hoycM

“ " 1016,14)
64

« 1760,88
64

”1

2
Si

*^2 

si

26,47 
26.47 + 2^7_

65 65

(65 X

Coinputation of a

Kt«atiEticall5" significant relationship "between

^2

2
S

^1 ”

24,48) 4- (65
128

0,902441

2
Si »
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Observed. ±

05 levelatCz*itical t

betv/een tli'i

“rhis indicates that a significant relationship exists 

educational aspirations of hoys and their fathers*

o o cup at i on *

« 2.57

ss le66y dT M I2S9



5.66
■test to find’ out whetlierComputation of a t —

statistically si^iificant 3'elationship

occupation and the occupational0hetucen th.e fathex-s

aBp7-2?ati cns of hoys

208/557 zes

« 2192&a 4S65

68“262ni ec

(21929S

as
ts

23.22
24o53cs

(68 X 23.22)

as

24*^2
c=SE

as

t as

t

1496047
61

- 636024)
67

1555^76 
61

1520.86 -4- 1^78*96
128

„ X^865_;x.^368^.

61

3099-82
128

.. 4.312_._
0.664175

62 X 24.53) -!-_
128

24.22 + 24.22
62 68

“1

^2

®2 “=

ro?7^8
Y

0.864175

s2®2

there izszts a

7x37i_x_3i2^
0.864175

2



This indicates that

occupational aspirations of

».

(

•v.

X V

the Doyse

a significant relationship between 
the fathers’ occupation and the

l»66j

“ 167 “

- 4*98973
Ohsemd t = 4^99

df IB 128, at e05 level.Critical t r.



there was a
9■between the mothers

« 1693^.0

1697JK3058

6565*=

(1697 - 439.4)(3058 - 177M61 s
cs

eJ
s

19.65IS

19*-99ss

n

sa

20.13

0,6194s>

ss

t ss

t X3

3-341723t ss

Computation of e- t 
statistically significant relationship 

education and the educational

2O0I3
65

2
S2

1299-35 1277-^
128

2

2 
S

e)

2i6X__-

1279.54
64

1257.6
64

2576.6
128

Z^l=
21^'1=

’"2

0.787019

S.23 -
O.'181O19

2 
Si 

s"

Si
2

S2

SE _ „ - =
Xi =^2

168-

: « test tQ find out whether

+ (65-X 
128

a.spiratif’KS of "boys.

+ 20^
6^
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3«>34

sliovjs thaK 

educational aspirations

128, at 

relationship exists between 

education^.

1^66^ e05 level*.dT »
O’oeerved t »=

the I>oy.s«

a significant

and thoir mothers’

©ritioal t >“
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— -test to find’oirfe whetherf)

occupation and the educationalcbetween the mothers

of the boysaspirati one
140352 es

11683296 s:as

6565 ecn2 c:

«S
s:

866»46ss1389«78

13.5421.720

(65x132541

aa

17.910

SK 0

0.5510

&

0to

t 0

2
Si

«2
2

S2

5 * ^5-*' ^54 
0^742293

2 
S

s"

0.742293

2 
S

2291.9
128

(1168 301.54)

64

17^ +

^1

^1

21il2}^
128

2 
^1

2 
Si

2 
S

a li*

^2

^2

Coniputation of

■l.hftre vas a e-I; at i st ioally significant relationship

(3296 -19O8.2 2 I
64

1411.8 -i- 880 «A
128

2 
^2
2 S2
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t

Observed t

Cr?.tical t 128, at

exists
between the mothers’ occupation and the educational aspirar*
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