
Abstract: 

A review of nematodes associated with crops has revealed that almost every crop or group of 
crops is attacked by one or several nematode pests, which cause economic losses in heavily 
infested fields. The most commonly reported nematodes belong to the genera Meloidogyne 
Goeldi, Pratylenchus, Filip'jev, Helicotylenchus, Steiner Scutellonema, Andrassy, 
Tylenchorhynchus, Cobb Xiphinema, Trichodorus, Cobb, Radopholus Thorne, Aphelenchoides, 
and Ditylenchus. Overall, populations of plant parasitic nematodes and their diversity decreases 
with intensity of land cultivation especially if the same crop or where a narrow range of crops is 
cultivated. The distribution of plant parasitic nematodes is influenced by many factors which 
include soil properties, environmental factors, susceptibility of crops and cultivars grown, 
cropping systems, type of nematodes and their interactive effects. A handful of studies show that 
plant parasitic nematodes form synergistic complexes with other soilborne pathogens resulting in 
more severe disease manifestations that lead to high yield losses. For instance, root-knot 
nematodes interact with Fusarium oxysporum to cause more severe wilt in pyrethrum. 
 


