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PREFACE

This study investigates the socio-ec-on-G.mi-e-eH-ects
and causes of expar-ded operations by rrfulti~ational
corporations in the post-independence poli tica.l econcrny
of Kenya. In particular, the study analyses the relations
betweer- multina.tionals and the Kenyan government, the
distributional pattern of costs and benefits of multinationa~s:
activities and the impact of multinationals on the conditions
of poverty which a majority of Kenyans experience. I~ order

;:---
to analyse these effects satisfactorily, the study also
reviews the theoretical arguments in the development
literature on the subject of mu Lt.LnatLona I cor-pc-ra trons ,
and describes the structuring Clf Kenya's cont.er;].poY2.ry
political economy. The goal is to cap t.ur'e 80::1e of the
dynamics 0: change in Kenya, and to consider- r o Le C~...•

the muLt.Lnat.LonaLs v-l1 thin these dynam.l.c s .

Lnve st Lgat.Lon , Anc in the absence of accept.abLe pu'c Ldsheu
ma t.erLaL, it wa s necessary 7';0 rely or,a large numbe r 0:"'

personal j.nterviews in Kenya: with executives of multinational

officials.
Con~anies 3egistry in Nairobi, a.nd in various collections
of cor?orete reports i~ England. All of tho~e in~e~~~ew~~
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data would not be identified with the enterprise or organizatio~
which they represented. statements and details have been
used from particular subsidiaries throughout the study, but
the individual subsidiary providing the relevant • ro +.-~n.i.Ormaulon:
in any case, has not been identified by name.

This study could not have been completed 'Nithout the
remarkable co-operation and assistance of those many Kenyans
and non-Kenyans who were interviewed. In view of the critic~s~s
expressed in the study of many of the enterprises and
organ i.z atd.onswh i.ch these persons represented, I s:~ould stir ess
my great appreciation for the time, attention and informatio~
provided me.

In undertaking this study, I have drawn on the advice,
encouragement and assistance of a good many people. My
supervisor, John Weeks: has been very helpful throughout;
so has G. K. Helleiner, of the University of Toronto. My
obligations to both are considerable. Before u~dertaki~g ~~
field research lD Kenya, ! also gained much insight thrcugh
dLscuesLng my hypotheses with E. A. Brett, Charles CCOpEo::::'!

Edith ?enrose, David Steelear:.dl'-1ichaelYa f'f'e y ; 38..rry

Singer and Richard Jolly were most co-operative
me to sit in on the earIy discuss ions 0:' tne t.eam und ::'::'-[.5.;::..:-:::;
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was indebted to Walter Elkan, Martin Godfrey, Ichirou
Lnuka i., John l-luc:heru,John P01.!>Jerand Anthony Somerset for
discussion of the questions under examination, and for
advice on how to proceed; Richard Kamau, my resear~h
assistant, was both energetic and able. Subsequently, the
text of the study has been improved by reactions and suggestioD
from a number of people; Raphael Kaplinslcy has been especially
helpful, as has Martin Godfrey, wh i Le the follovJing have all
read parts of the study and provided valuable comments:
Hanfred Bienefeld, John Carlsen, Charles Cooper, Edmundo
Fuenzalida, Kenneth King, Peter Lawrence, Colin Leys, Tony
Moody, Robin Murray, Lynn lvIytelka,Dudley Seers ~ Osvaldo
Sunkel and Larry Willmore. None of them, of course! carries
responsibility for the study as it now stands!

I should also record my appreciation to the Canada
Council, wh i.ch financed my field research in Kenya and
subsequent period in England, and to the U. K. Commonwea Ith
Scho Larah i.paut.nor Lt.Les, who provided financing ::ormy :"'il~st
year in England. Finally, I should +hank the Depa:!'tu1.ent of
Economics, and Carleton Uni versLty J for the various 'l,12ys in
wh Lch they have fa~ili tated completion of this sbudy - as
.with provision of typing, copying and cornpu ter facili t.i es .
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