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In studv I examined the population structure,

o i et.r abu t i ori , hnbitat utilization and feeding preference of the

sltatunga, Treae I eatrus: s,oekei spekel, Sclater, 1864) at

Saiwa Swamp as well as species activity and behaviour patterns.

The attitudes of the local communities towards the park wlth

their use of its resources were also examined. The r-esults and

"Pi ndings were useful in the identification and formulation of

m<lna<;:)8mentprob Lemc and prop os.a Lc .

Absoltlte numb e rc of the sitatunga in the study area were

difficult to ascertain, but the best estimate was 118 (60

lnside and 58 outside the park). Age and sex structure vary with

season and location, adult }Briiale to adult male sex ratlos

adul t to vou no ratios are larger in t.h9 vmt season out e i de the
./

park than in the wet and dry seaso~s inside the park. A range of

2.6'''3.29 adu It "females to one youn9 bet\l~een seasons mav not

reflect on the birth rates.

The cwoup sizes in the study v~CH-ee it he r single or J.n pair-s,

vi.i t r: mostly the latter ,being aelult or subadult females. Ttus

present study anel that by Owen (1970) indicate small effective

population Slzes (10 upper and 5 1cvie I" 1i en J. ts f or Ov~en

lOC.Clt and 53 for the present study (29 inside and 24

Judgi rWl f rorn the small sf fee tr ve popu 1at 1on

sizes. this population of the sitatunga could be an lnbred ons.



The soasonal distribution, habitat utilization as well ~s

of water ~nd human disturbanoes ln Most aotivlty of

sitatunga ooours betwwen 6 - 11. 00 a.m. and 5--7.00 p.lll.

Fuelwood and water are the most utilized resources ln the park

by the looal inhabitants, many of whom had liltle support for

the park. A greater number of low-medium inoome persons support

the park compared to persons of high inoome. The rich have a

negative attitude towards the park.


