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ABSTRACT

In this study I axamined  the population structure,
distraibution, habitat utilization and feseding preference of the
si1itatunga, { Tragelaphus speker spekel, Sclater, 1864) at
Saiwa Swamp as well as species activity and behaviour patterns.
The attitudss of the local communitizs  towards the park with
their use of its resources were also examined. The results and
findings were uwuseful in the rdentification and formulation of
managemant problems and proposals.

Abzolute numbers of the sitatunga 1n  the study area were
difficult to ascertain, bul the best estimate was 112 (60
inside and 58 outside the park). Age and sex structure vary with
season and iocation, adult f@ﬁ?l@ to adult male sex ratios

being larger in the dry season than 3 "the wet SEASON
28

. whale

adult to vyoung ratios are larger in the wet season outside the
.!

park than in the wet and dry seasons i1nside the park. A range of

2.6~3.29 adult females Lo one young beatween seasons may not

reflect on the birth rates.
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The group sizes 1n the study were either single or 1n pairs,
with mostly the latter being adult or subadult females. Thic

praesent study and that - by Owsn {(1270) indicale small effective

population sizes (10 upper and 5 lower limits for Owean
loc.c1t and 3 for the present study (29 1inside and 24

outaide the park). Judging from the small effective population

si1zes, this population of the sitatunga could be an inbred one.



The zecasonal distribution, habitat utilization as well as
the feeding preference at Saiwa Swamp are affected by the level
of water and human disturbances in the park. Most activity of
sitatunga occurs betwwen 6 -~ 11. 00 a.m. and 5+7.00 p.m.
Fuelwcocod and wabter are the most utilized resources i1n the park
by the local inhabitants, many of whom had little support for
the park. O greater number of low-madlium income persons support

the park compared to persons of high income. The rich have a

negative abtitude towards the park.



