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AnSIlACf

The aim of the study Hag t.o Lnvosti r~Htp.t.he influence of mi~rant

herbivores on the diet of the spotted hyena in Masai Mara National

Reserve. The diet of three hyena clans Has studied by analysin~ scats and

re~ur~it:.aLes collected in the vicinity of their dens. The relative

abundance of herbivores was investi~ated by conductin~ monthly road

transect counts. Hyena use of dry carcasses was monit.or-ed by f'o I.Lowi.rut

Hej~ht. char~es of exposed carcasses in four transects over nine months.

Nutrient quality of dry carcasses (skin and bone) and of meat was analysed

by the Department of Animal Physiolo~y of the University of Nairobi at

Kabete Campus.

Hyenas were Found t.o concentrate on the most abundant. mi~ranL

herbivore (wiJ.d~beeste) dur-Lnz the mi~rant season. The diet was

si~nificanLly differenL .f'or- one of the three clans invesLi~ated, possihly,

because of lhe di fferent movements of mistr-ant.swithin the clan t.err i tor ies

as revealed by road transect counbs . There were also si~nifieant

differences between 'the diets when the mi~rants were present and when they

were absen t., The rate of carcass wei~ht chan~e was si~nificantly hi~her

when the mi.ar-ant.swere absent than wflen~they were present, Ind Icat.Lnst

~reater· car-case uUlisation dur iria ~ri()(h~ of relative prey scarcit.y.

Nutrient analysis indicated that dry carcasses contain substantial amounts

of protein, carbohydrates and minerals. althoWl;h they were lackin~ in fats

(t-e l.at ive to meat).

Reconsnendat.Lons are made for future research into this dvnnmir:

int.er-act.Lon belween apot.l.ed hvenaa and mizr-ant; her-bivor-cs in t.he Mara-

"\Sr.ren~et.i ecosystem.


