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A review of 565 ~~es Qf Sarth~lin's a~scezs treat~d a~
K. eR., laircb1, o~ the ~~rg-ncl ~~-2ecol~gicalward 15
bet~men 1st January, 1915 and 31st D~e~er, 1979 is
presented. In this five year period th2rc were a total
of 33,582 ~erg~ncy gyna£colo6ical adQi~$ions to ward 15.
The 565 narthQ Un f G absce ss cas as accceae for 1.7% of tota 1
admi"s!ons, (Table 1). J.J.l asptacts are 1'eViEmed.. !tsclu"rence

is given speci&l attention to determine the effectiv~ness of
the trea~~nt givcn$ There was 8 low ~~er8ge rec~rrcnce
r~ta of only 3% per year. The ntandar~ trea~~nt for this
conditron of 11:...'u·!:-up1,~li=.ation ,:as thus effective in cur p~ti(H~t!';

as fcund clscwhere~ (Jacobson: l~bO(l), Blakey, et a1 1966(2)c

!~R'on~~7~~r~i
t.:?>~~.l... •••.•~_.C;.;.:s..~

~.art:...0Hn.sabsCEl8 is not a rare i:Qnditi.on i,n om: f~le

p')r-~l&tion of :t'spro-~uctiv~ ege (14-44 years)~ 'thoJJgh~

sh~lc fJi~ecolc~!c~lnaledy it CDuses ~told marital~
p5yc~lo~lcal and oocial diBt~e~s to the patient.

bs.:thol:i:i1S glands arc situ~ted b!latera117 ~itbl.n the

posterior one-Uurd of the vulvee Each opens lJ}' a single
duct S~to the vag1n· 1 orifice, (~JG Laot~ (3)0 The gl~frd
m<.1CtlS tecX'ctiO!l is ,u'scnarged frco t~ (rrific.e of the

d~ct just est~rnal to th£ l~~n in th~ 5 o'clock and
i o!cloc~ posit~ons, (De~rst9 (4)9 ' Infecticn af th~~e
gland~ dC~D occur f7.'O;Jl a nurr;b.ar cf pyOgcaL!-C Ci"gt:n:h:lt.ij

such es E••Coli, st1:eptoc(H.:d.,t st;aphylo cocci and th·!

• 9011ocvCet:i$p (4: Bartles,S). T.h:! gonccocctss was espcd.nlly

tbo~ght m?re cg~n but it0 not tt~e to-eey in Dr1t~in~ It
if> cg~tented th.'1t it may be tnle ~l;3$Khere, (:~~1.;5). .1.n

~Jr eL~ir~nt £0 bact~rlQlogicnl~tudy has b~en
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undertaken but the nearer truth is found in a study

on urethral or v03inal Discharge at a rural hospital

in Kenya by J.Je Binsbergen et aI, 1980, (6). In this
study for both raen and w"Omcn it ,-:as found that of the

133 women studied, 32 (24%) had Trichosnollas vagf.nal Ls,

26(19.3%) had candida albicans and 31 (23.3%) had

Neisseria gonorrhoea , Tne smears ,·rere cervical.

Since all our patients ,;ere found to have some form

of discharge it nay be probable that the gonococcus may
playa Significant role among other cr'gand sms in our

envf rornaent ,

llhen the Bartho lLns gland gats infected, the intensely

painful sHelling ""hi-en results ext ends fo rwar d and

the patient is unabl e to sit down or to vral k in

comfort, (4; 5).. The suelling becomes red and .:l.ngry

and clearly infected, (4). llith raar-supf.a l Laacaon

the ostium of the gland is preserved and its funct:ton
also" Rectrrence s after mazsup.LaLdzat.Lon are uncornL."':on,
(2 )0

Before 1950 an acute abscess had been treated by

incision and drainage and later by excf sacn ~nth

a high zccur-rence rate" In 1950 J.ncobson, '(7)"

d6scribed the op(:r~tion of marsupialization in

which after s:tnple inc1.sion of the cysts and

absce sse s, he sutured the cut edge -to the lining

of chat; of the l!bial skin. 111 Britain in 1958

Blake_y, (8) described 14 cases treated this ~y.

The short term results 'trere excellent and he

concluded there was no longer any pl.ace for the

operation of excision ••


