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A review of 565 cazses of Bartholin®s abscess treated at
KeHloHs, Haircbiy on the emergency gynaecological ward 15
betwsen lst Januaryy, 1975 snd 3lst Dacezber, 1979 is
presentede In this five year pericd there were a total

of 33,532 emergency gynazecological admissioms to ward 15

The 565 Bartholin®!s abscess cascs account for 1le7% of total
admissions, (Table 1) A4ll aspects are veviewede Recurrence
e given speciel attention to determine the effectiveness of
the treatment givens There was a8 low average recurrence
rate of only 3% per yeare The standard treatment for this
condition of marszupialization was thus effective inm cur patients
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as found @1 sewhere, (Jacobson, 19&0( ), Blakey, et al 1566
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Fartlolins abscess is pot a rare condition in our female
peculation of reproductive age (14«44 years)e Though &
simple gynaecological malady it causes untold maritaly

psyeclogical and social distress to the patient.

Eartholius glends are sitvated bilaterally within the
posterior ¢neethird of the vulvee Each opens by a single
duct imto the vaginal orifice, (RsJe last, (3)s The gland
macus gocretion is discharged from the crifice of the

duct just extermal to the hyzen fn the 5 ofcleck and

7 olciock posizions, (Devhurst, {4}, Infecticn of thase
glands doas occur froa a munber ¢f pyogenic orgeniswzs

gsuch &8 Es Coli, streptococci, staphyle cocci and the
ganoccccms, {43 Berues, 5)s The gonococcus was especially
thought more coumon but its not true toeday in Britaine It
is contented that it may be true elsewhers, (33;435)s In

cur envircoment o bacteriolegizal study has been
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undertaken but the nearer truth is found in a study

on urethral or vazinal Discharge at a2 rural hospital

in Kenya by JeJe Binsbergen et al, 1980, (6)e In this
study for both men and women it was found that of the
133 women studied, 32 (24%) had Trichomonas vaginalisg
26(1%43%) had candida albicans and 31 (23.,3%) had
Neisseria gonorrhoeas The smears were cervical,

Since all our patients were found to have some form

of discharge it may be probable that the gonococcus may
play a significant role among other organisms in ocur

enviromnente

When the Bartholins glend gets infectedy, the intensely
painful swelling which results extends forward and

the vatient is unable to sit down or to walk in
comfort, (43 5)s The cwelling becomes red and angry
and clearly infected, (4)e With marsupializacion

the ostium of the gland is preserved and its function
alsce Recurences after marsuplalization are uncommorng
(2)e

Before 1950 an acute abscess had been treated by
incision and drainage and later by excision with
2 high recurrence rate. In 1950 Jacobson, (7),
described the operation of marsupialization in
which after simple incision of the cysts and
abscesses, he sutured the cut edge to the lining
of that of the 1%bial skine In Britain in 1958
Blakey, (8) described 14 cases treated this way.
The short term results were excellent and he
concluded there was no longer any place for the

operation of excision,



