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A&TIU.T

This th e s is  attem pts to  study an African coaounlty in  a 

Kenyan c o lo n ia l town from the f i r s t  decade of the tw entieth century 

up to  independence in  1962. Although the co lon ia l s tru c tu re  la rg e ly  

d ic ta te d  th e  s ta tu s  and conditions of Africans liv in g  in  the town* 

A frican responses and in i t i a t i v e s  played a v i t a l  ro le  in  the de- 

velopaent o f  th e i r  conBunity. The town a lso  played an im portant 

ro le  in  the h is to ry  o f  the surrounding area and the colony aa a  

whole. An attem pt i s  made to  trace  so c ia l and p o l i t ic a l  change and 

to follow  the  p rocess of A frican u rban isation  mainly through & r uioj 

o f A frican urban-baaed o rgan isations and in s t i tu t io n s .  Africans 

w ill be seen in  t h e i r  ro lee  a s  tribesmen* a s  townsmen and as Kenyon 

A fricans p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  n a tio n a l p o l i t i c s ,  i t  w ill be suggested 

th a t the d if f e r e n t  spheres o f  f r ic a n  a c t iv i ty  in  the town were fa r  

from being m utually ex clu siv e  and th a t  A fricans moved fre e ly  in  a l l  

o f them regard ing  them, in  p a r t ,  as a l te rn a t iv e  bamee in  a s tru g g le  

fo r  urban s ta tu s .  A sp ec ia l p lace  w ill be given to  the emerging 

African urban e l i t e  who fig u red  prom inently in  a l l  aspecte of the 

tow n's l i f e  and who led  most A frican urban-baaed a seo c ia tio n a .



V

I should l ik s  to acknowiadg# with g r s t i tu d s  the f in a n c ia l 
a s s is ta n c e  of T tW v iv  U niversity  which hss enabled me tc  pursue 
th i s  s tu d y . Ths l ib r a ry  s t u f f  o f the B r i t is h  Huaeua, the t  hool 

o f O rien ta l and A frican s tu d ie s  end the I n s t i tu te  o f boamoawsalth 
s tu d ie s  have a l l  been s e a t  h e lp fu l to  so . I  should a lso  l ik e  to  
acknowledge the  a ss is ta n c e  o f  the s t a f f  o f  the  Public Records O ffice 
and of the  Kenya n a tio n a l Archive. In Nakuru I  received the generous 
a s s is ta n c e  o f the Mayor o f  th e  town* Dr. K iru b i, and h ie  s ta f f*  I 
ova sp ec ia l thanks to  the A fricans who allowed a t  access to  n a te r la l  
in  th e i r  p o ssess io n , . one e igh ty  / fricano* d e n s  end uiropeans 
w illin g ly  gave o ra l evidence w ithout which th i s  study would have been 
haastrung . T heir Rases appear in  th s  b ib lio g rap h ica l l i s t s .  1 an 
g ra te fu l  to  the  academic s t a f f  of th s  department of h is to ry  o f the 
U n iv ers ity  College* Nairobi* who showed I n te r e s t  in  ny study during 
ay s tay  in  Ksnys. A.T.Matson gave me moat kind a ss is tan ce  in  the 
i n i t i a l  s ta g e s  of sy s tudy . J r .  J .  Lonsdale o f Cast rid g e  was always 
w illin g  to  help and 1 an a o s t  obliged fo r h ie  fr ie n d lin e s s  and en­
couragement. Hy colleague* F. Puredi* c u rre n tly  wo ik ing  on the  
h is to ry  o f  ths sq u a tte rs  in  the R if t Valley Province* helped ow« 
mainly in  th s  understanding o f Nakuru's h in te r la n d . I  find i t  d i f f i ­
c u l t  to  adequately  express ay thanks to ay supervisor* Dr. Richard 
Rathbone o f  the  School o f O rien ta l end f r ic o n  D tudies. His con­
sc ie n tio u s  and u n tir in g  devotion  a re  beyond p ra is e . H is sharp  and 
c o n s tru c tiv e  c r i t ic is m  and h is  wise counsel have been a  constan t 
source o f s tim u la tio n  to aw. His fr ien d sh ip  sad good huaour have 
made ay work a  ao st p le a sa n t and enjoyable experience , ty  wife* 
Aviva* who had g rac io u sly  coped w ith wj long absences* and wg two 
children* I la n  and Ofra* have created  a  a o s t  conducive atmosphere 

fo r  sy work and provided sp lend id  company.



AAC A frican A ffa irs  Committee

AAlfffi A frican A ffa irs  'Department lo a th ly  keport

AAF Abalutaya A ssociation  f l l a a

AWA Abeluhya W elfare A ssociation

Ads. rd e d n ia tra tio n

Acting

APP A frican People*a Party

BUr Bunyore Onion f l l a a

CLG Cooed sa lo n e r fo r  Local *ovcrnc«nt

CKL Church m issionary Society

CO C olonial O ffice

CRDf C en tral R if t  Indapandenca Moveacnt

CRLP C entral R if t  Labour Parly

D.C D is t r ic t  Coandseioner

dap. d ep o sit

DftH.W.U. Domestic ft H otel Workers Union

E.A -sat A frica

KARftH East A frican Railway ft Harbours

£Ai Eaat A frican Standard

n o . p . c . finance  and General Purposes Coned t tee

CAVU General A g ricu ltu ra l Workers Union

a w r Oea Kahuna Union f l l a a

awe General Ward Council

KALI' Kenya A frican u saocra tlc  Union

XANU Kenya A frican N ational Union

KAfiU Kenya A frican Study Union

KAO Kenya A frican Union



KCA

KCU(U

KFA

KIM

kTJuH 

kli'A 

*aiiWU .1

m ;

KMj\

m

knp

KwN

LtgCOm

LUX
HAAG

KA£

HAAC

HAAP

NAWKR

Kikuyu C entral A ssociation

Konya -a rp e n te rs  and Kaaons Union

Kenya E arners A ssociation

Kenya Independence Movenent

Kenya Labour vepartnent manual Report

Kenya Land Freedoa Arny

*enya *x>cal Government Workers Union

Kakanegat Tiriki. Maragoll

Kenya N ational Archive

KaHI! Nakuru f i l e s

Kenya N ational Archive
Kanvn h-Iv ltew«

L eg is la tiv e  Council

Luo United Movenent

Municipal A frican  A ffa irs  O ffice r

Municipal Annual Report
Nakuru A frican Advisory Council

Nakuru A frican P ro g ressive  Party

Nakuru African Welfare Monthly Keport

NU^.C.C. Nakuru and L d a tric t A frican Chamber of Connerc#

NfcL.C.C.P. Nakuru and i d a t r i c t  African Chamber of Connerce f i l e  

NLAR Nakuru i d a t r i c t  Annual Report

NJL

NLMk

NXB

Nku

NUUK

NHA

Nakuru l d a t r i c t  Ujugreca 

Nakuru l d a t r i c t  Monthly Report 

North Kavirondo daraca
w

Nakuru

Nakuru Labour Off te a r  Report 

Nakuru M unicipal Archive

NHB Nakuru iMunicipal Board



7
NKJ Nakuru Municipal Council

NKS&DF Nakuru Municipal S ocial Service Dapartaaot F lie s

NPCP Nakuru P eo p le 's  Convention Party

P.C P rov incial Coaniaeioner

PCS P resb y te rian  Church o f Scotland

P.P Pruvate Papers

PRO Public Record O ffice

RAU Railway A frican Union

R.S.A. R eg istra r o f  S o c ie tie s  Archive

RVAU R ift Valley Aglkuyu Union

RVP R ift Valley Province

SIX) S enior Labour O ffice r

TfcAVU Transport and A llied  Workers Union

TC Town Clerk

TUF T ir lk i  Union F ile s

kfcRC Water end H ealth  Coaadttee



f

gLOat/'KI

i l t i n a tro u b la

fiom entucsuro  , . .*

Barasa ■« ao e tin g  >r

Shansi problem •

a  loo* haaay U fa

Kaazu a  loag  rob#

Uhuru u . ,r indepandanoa* fraadoa

rdpocde id e n t i ty  card

ia jiabo B egionaliaa



•h m  * atotiM i ftfwfcftifc* o f mob m  o tifta*  a S r

J w u tr  V)<± .  m e t .  *,K.i**u4*iiftMgr» t^ i 'U g  * *9*xii4ftwtt'*i tic,

a »  ■ X ticla l Oh*>U# 4*si •»!«£ Pttustv a & m U » <  6* lla it*4 i t  

iw ‘Vitfcla a t l n l *  bcart*« a * « « »  *> «•» « i-»  f*«* «s* «al» »

te tfe* iati«agr t«U<w  m i ««•*■ t» * t | a r  W a rn m i l « * i< •» 

v /  •  i* o m ,U .M  « * * .  a  M t M f  «*•< **  «wl «»« w  t t n *  * * U l a c  

ft*®*** n*ix*ay <*«#*« i t  *1#® *•* « »  ^NK4tw»i®r» *>f

a* M m> t*****-. i* *  M M  «4 ***** tfc* S«<*» of tfct &r**ft*ft

l&*tar£*t attsS un» *t*U  .* jp Mrdfrwnr a JMU*qr s W le u  «* ■ *  

**« n <****• a0U * t $A#«# ***** eiftOft i t  «•* **» 1 *»*

i i t lH io  tftfftp t tfcu tfa ia f t  N®*# to  oiiftb th» flff*£4*rt vo**v*f*ft» I t

^ A a * w » *
! * # ) -  «fe.

'yft^ea. v o  . .- Wa»*« l j . i i . 1 9 6 j *  p .a * .



f

■ tnU oo to « o u n tj Tom

The a re a  in  the midst o f which Nakuru w«e to  be b u i l t  had been 

v i r tu a l ly  un inhab ited  p r io r  to  the advent o f co lon ial ru le .  I t  was 

w ith in  the Kaaai sphere but i t  was apparen tly  unpopular with theme 

p a n to ra l is to t  the n ea t ’Ttakuru” in  Kami neane "the  p lace  whore the 

cow doesn’ t  e a tM. x Sw ahili trad e ra  had occasionally  pa need through 

the  a rea  on the caravan ro u te  leading from la g o re t t i  in  Kikuyu country 

towards Uganda* In 1895 the  a rea  vaa included in  the B r it is h  Pro­

te c to ra te  o f  Kenya declared in  th a t year* but in  1896 the  Nakuru- 

Naivaaha a re a  was incorpora ted  in to  Uganda 1 only to  re v e r t  to  Kenya 

in  1902. 2

The beg inn ings of Kakuro d a te  back to  19C*> when th e  railway* 

which had begun in  Honbasa in  1896* reached th e  shoves of 14k* NrHirv 

here a s ta t io n  was b u ilt*  Perhaps symbolic o f  such an orig in*  on 28th 

January 19C4 C* U io t*  H*M.<:onni sa l oner* is su in g  a  Proclamation in  

the O ff ic ia l  Garnetts d ec la rin g  Nakuru aa a  Township* delim ited  i t  

to  "w ithin a  c i r c le  having a  rad iu s o f one a l i a  from the main en trance 

to th e  Railway s ta t io n  aa C en tra" . In th a t y e a r  Nakuru consisted  o f 

only a  locomotive shed* a Railway ta tio n  and two or th ree  dw elling 

houses mainly fo r  railw ay employees. I t  a lso  had the beginnings o f 

an Indian baxaar. By 1906 Nakuru had beooma the H*^* o f the N< rth e m  

Railway d i s t r i c t  and was s t i l l  , predominantly a railway s ta t io n .  Nakuru 

was a  convenient p lace  fo r  a  railw ay depot s in ce  i t  was the l a s t  

s ta t io n  before  the t r a in s  began to  climb the g rad ien t westwards. I t  1

1a u s . 28. 1 1 . 1952. p . 18 .

1968) ^ . 2! ^  ^  ^ inTI

^ ■ a  a n a  I t e m  13 . 12. 1963,  p .26.
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vas a lg a l f le a n t  th a t a t  la a a t  u n t i l  19C6 the railw ay a u th o r l t la a  

provided the to«n w ith w atar aupply and consarvancy s e rv ic e s . '

Tha railw ay waa on# o f tha p i l l a r s  upon which Nakuru waa to  develop 

and propper.

Tha cause of Makuru's development received  conaldarabla impetus 

in  1908 whan tha uovernment decided 1 a f t e r  mu< h watering • to ao ra  

the P ro v in c ia l Headquarters from Halvasha to  Nakuru. I t  seeas th a t 

the a a ln  reason fo r deciding In  favour o f Nakuru was i t s  c e n tra l

p o s itio n  in  tha Province compared w ith Nalvasha which waa s itu a te d  

aoae fo rty  m iles  away on the  eas te rn  edge o f the  Province* The con­

c en tra tio n  o f  the  various a d m in is tra tiv e  departments in  the town* 

with r e la t iv e ly  la rg e  European s ta f f s  and the .many ancillary 
jobp thgy o ffe re d  to  Asians and Africans.was also to be a major factor 
in  the  development o f Nakuru*

The moat im portant f a c to r  which determined the pace o f Nakuru' s 

development was i t s  p o s itio n  in  the cen tre  o f the European ru ra l  s e t t l e ­

ment in  the R if t  Valley Province* I t  waa tha turn ing  o f  the Kenya 

highlands in to  the "kb it#  Highlands" which decided the fu tu re  o f  

Nakuru* x H io t'e  in s tru c tio n s*  as ea rly  as September 19^3• not to  make 

g ra n ts  o f land between Machakoa and f o r t  Tertian• except o f sm all 

p lo ts*  to Asians* marked the o f f i c i a l  b* ginning of the "White Highlands".*' 

The moderate clim ate* the f e r t i l e  volcanic s o i l  and an adequate w ater 

supply* aade the k i f t  Valley* and Nakuru O is t r ic t  in  p a r tic u la r*  one 

of the  main a re as  which a t t r a c te d  European s e t t le r s *  Lord le  lamer©* 

the eminent s e tt le r -p io n e e r*  was one o f  the f i r s t  to s e t t l s  on h is

\ j a u a .  '-court o f the P rin c ip a l bodical O fficer* 1908* p*29* »
23.1.19C9* p.lC* K*Parker* of t f r ,  A
velopgent o f  bunlcipgl, Ocyeisi&eftt, ip  Keflyg^ n d o p  y . W .

2. 2. I 907. p - l^ | 1^.3 .1907.

^G. Sennet* Kenya, a P o l i t i c a l  H istory (O.U.P.* London 1963). P»13«
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f a n  8o m  twenty a lie n  v a st o f  H okum / The peek o f the f i r s t  w«v« 

o f settlem en t*  which la rg e ly  consisted  o f 4.011th  Africans* was In  19c8.

19^9 aoos two hundred and twenty lu ro p ta i  s e t t l e r s  l le e d  in  the  

a rsa  around H o kum / la  the second h a lf  o f th e  f i r s t  decade o f  the  

century* however* th e re  was l i t t l e  p ro sp e rity  in  Hokum's a g r ic u ltu ra l  

h in te r la n d . A gricu ltu re  on th ia  v irg in  a o ii had to  overcone a n y  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  before o ffe r in g  favourable sconcedc re tu rn s . Host o f  

tha f e re s r s  were, in  fact* on th a  verge o f bankruptcy.* This h in te r ­

land could hardly  have s tim u la ted  an a c c e le ra te d  growth of Ndcnru. Bj 

19^9 H akuru'a population  had r is e n  to  only f i f t y  iurepesme and th ree  

hundred people o f  "o th e r n a t io n a l i t ie s " .  The major econoadc a c t iv i ty  

c a rrie d  out in  tha  sn a il township in  tha second h a lf  o f the  f i r s t  decade 

o f the century  was s tock  s a le s .  la  Hay 1908 a  N airobi f i r e  opened stock 

yards in  tfokuru and they soon entered  a  p a r tn e rsh ip  with a  lo ca l European 

fire*  Tfcprac B ro thers . >aderton and Bros, was another lo c a l f i r s  which 

sp ec ia lised  i n  stock  and fa ro - l^ p le se n t s a le s .^  I t  was s ig n if ic a n t  th a t 

these two European f i r a s  which s ta r te d  with a  ty p ic a lly  a g r ic u l tu ra l  

trad in g  p u rs u i t  branched o ff  to  o th e r business spheres. *•# e a r ly  a s  1910 

the 'nderton b ro th e rs  opened th e  highlands - to r e s  s e l l in g  general p ro v is io n s  

s p i r i t s  and s a f a r i  equipment whereas Thorn# B rothers be cane b u ild e rs

i £.Huxiny* M l l M l M l B l . f e g f l M a t t U t  IfcLM fclM
v o l. i*  p .135 .

*£A&* 23.1.1909* p .10 . L. Winston .one sad T .f.U pscoabe*  The H iatonr of 
Knave l a r ic u l tu r e  (U n iversity  P ress  o f / fr ie s*  Nairobi 1972)* p.35«

^C.C.Vrigley* "Kenya} The P a tte rn s  of 1 onoaric L ife  1902-42" in  V.Harlov 
sad ~.H. h ilv e r*  H istory of - e a t  f r i e s ,  v o l. I I  (Clarendon Prase* Oxford 
1968)* pp. 221-2. For lo rd  In  lamer# • a e x p e r ie n c e  * aee L.Huxley• Whitt
isji aeUsu lej :*1y>*r* th* at (h«tto *• wlBdu*>
London* 1970)* p p .133-178.

23.1.1909* p.10* "o th er n a t io n a l i t ie s "  probably  re fe rs  n a in ly  to  
si one.

16 . 5. 1908. p . l J i  1 1 . 7. 1908, p .6|  19 . 9. 1908, p . 17* 26. 9. 1908. p . l7 l  
9 .1 .19<9, p .9 .



•nd co n trac to rs*  wheelwrights and blacksm iths. 1 Asians a lso  expanded 

th a i r  trad#  and n o tab ls  among the? waa tha Nakuru branch of H.H. da 

-ouaa an g en era l merchant*. In  1906 Nakuru H ote l, owned oy Lord 

-h le a e re , was opened and th e re  ware s ig n s  th a t  Nakuru was be coning 

a h ea lth  and holiday r e s o r t .^

w itnessed the  begin nin g of Luropean p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  the 

running o f  th e  township, when Nakuru*a f i r s t  co an ittee  headed ky the 

a d m in is tra tiv e  o f f ic e r  o f the  a re a  was fo rm ed / Nakuru was a lso  be­

coming a  c en tre  o f e a t  t i e r s '  a s s o c ia tio n s . In  19C8* the P s s to r a l i s t  

A ssociation was formed a t  a  meeting a t  Nakuru. The town dw ellers 

end the  farmer* a t  th is  s tag s  fonaed ons in te g ra l  coanunity and i t  

was s ig n if ic a n t  th a t  the  Hon. sec re ta ry  o f  the A ssociation  waa a  

Nakuru b u sin essm an / In  19C9 th e  Pas to  r a i l  a*. A ssociation  launched 

the Nakuru g ricuJh ira l l how which waa to  beoone an annuel fea tu re  

eymboUalng the  in c reas in g  c e n t r a l i ty  o f Nakuru in  the White Highlands. * 2 * * * 6 7

The y e a rs  from 1910 to  the  o u tb re *  of the f i r s t  World War brought 

economic p ro g ress  to the  European s e t t l e r s ,  c a p i ta l  mm now flowing 

in to  the  country end the  volume and valueof exp o rts  increased . The 

s e t t l e r s  s ta r te d  to  grow coffee  and sa ls*  which in  those y ears  fe tched  

high p r ic e s  on world m ark e ts / The low -lying r ic h  s o i l  around Nakuru 

became a  mains growing a re a . P ro sp e rity  a t t r a c te d  new s e t t l e r s .  This 

time they came p rim arily  from G reat B rita in  sad tfamy brought w ith them

I . I . 1910 , p . l 3 j 0. 1 . 1910, p .5.

2ijAb, 1 . 10. 1910 , p . l .

•^.H uxley, White Man's quo t r y , p . l ^ i  1^ .3 . 1906, p .9 i 6 .1 .1910, p .lO j 
*♦.6.1910, p .9 .

Parker, P o l i t ic a l  sad so c ia l s p e c ta . . .  (P h .D .), p .6?7 .

16 .5 .1908, p . l l |  19.2 .1910, p .13 .

6r ^ ,  16 .1 .1909, p . l l |  23 .1 .1909, p . l l .

7CXWclgley, o p . c i t . , pp. 223- 5.  KNA, N1 AR W 3A 3 , p .3.
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c a p ita l  which tha a a r l i a r  s a t  t i a r a  had ao badly lacked. ‘ This newly 

acquired p r i o r i t y  in  the couatryaide gave an lq p e tu s  to  the growth 

o f Nakuru. 1913 th e  t o r a 's  population  had expand ad to  ine lude  none 

nine hundred and f i f t y  Europeans. Ooana and In d iana .^  The opening* 

in  March 1911• o f  the branch o f  the National Bank o f Ind ia  was in d ic a tiv e  

o f th e  confidence in  the econoaic p o te n tia l o f  the white H ighlands.'' 

l i s t i n g  buaineeeee expended in  th is  period  and new ooea were s e t  up.

The considerab le  in  reaoe in  tha  bu ild ing  a c t i v i t y  was in d ic a tiv e  o f 

the p ro e p e rity  o f Nakuru*a business community and th e i r  b e l ie f  in  the 

tow n's fu tu re . The expansion o f  the township brought about an increase  

in  the  p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  Uiropoan re a ld e n ta  in  th e  running o f Nakuru.Jroa 

aa e a r ly  aa 1910 th e re  was a  lo c a l £ i te s  Bc&rd which adviaad the  Senior 

A c id jiis tra tiv e  O ffice r in  charge o f the township in  s e t t e r s  concerning 

p lo ts  a llo c a tio n ?  In  1915 th e  a rea  o f  Nakuru Township was expanded to  

Inelude ten  square  n t le e .^  By 191^-13 the township use roughly divided 

in to  s ix  se p a ra te  d iv is io n s : the  Government o f f t  c e re ’ ouartero* the

Indian Baeaar* the  Kiuropean business quartern* the otrepeea residence 

q u a r te rs « th e  Indian " c o o lia s” l in e s  and the N ative l in e s .^

The F i r s t  World War caused a  severe setback  to  the a e t t l e r  economy. 

Many fe rns r e  were ca31ad up in to  the a n y  and a g r ic u l tu ra l  p roduction

X£.H uxlqr, V h lt. Hm>'» -o u n tn r, P .26* .

if l .U X M *

n.J.19H, p.ll.
Vw, 6.1 .1912. p.lJi 17.6.1912. p.28; 1.J.191J. P.15J 10.1.1916, p.Jl| 
at. IT'AS, 191C/1 1 , p .61 1911/ 12. p.2| 1912A3. P*5l J3L. ttakaru 

i s t r i c t  v u n rte rly  Report* Lecaabtr 19U* pp. 1-2*
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f t l l  sharply* fo r  those who d id  re tu rn  fro  a th*  War many found th e i r  

fo raa badly neg lec ted . The depression  l a  the  country a ide and the 

liar had 1 m e d ia te  e f fe c ts  an Makuru. I t s  e x p a tr ia te  population  f a l l  

to  a  hundred and th i r ty  Europeans and a  hundred and e igh ty  Indiana 

and Goans,2 By 1917/18 the European pap u la tio n  f a l l  fu r th e r  to a ig h ty - 

f l r e  while th e  s i  an* In c reased to  th ree  hundred and ta n ."  The fr ica n  

population  Increased  from about f le e  hundred In  191^-13 to  about 

e ig h t hundred in  1917- 18 .  J-cononic a c t iv i ty  in  the  town was g re a tly  

reduced.

As the  h e r drew to  i t s  end p lan s  were aade to r e v i ta l i s e  Kenya's 

s e t t l e r  economy and to  double th e  Busbar o f  Tferopean fanners. By 1919* 

the B r i t is h  B ast A frican farm ers A ssociation , the fo rerunner o f the 

Kenya Khrnere A ssociation (KPA)« had been formed in  Kekuru a rea . I t  

was a  fa rn e re 9 co -operative  which was foraed to  a a rk e t tb s  fam ars*  

au ip ln s  a a is e  but l a t e r  developed in to  a  big concern which a lso  supplied
L

farm ers w ith farm lap len en tc  end e th e r  f a n  re ru ira o e n te . Nakuru be- 

cene the  headquarters o f  the Ki*A. R eality* however* f e l l  sh o rt o f 

s e t t l e r  ex p ec ta tio n s . The s h o r t  period  o f  high p r ic e s  fo r  Kenya's 

a g r ic u l tu ra l  exports  which cane to  an end in  th e  auaner o f 1920* was 

followed by a  sharp recessio n  which brought th e  Moropeait farm ers c lo se  

to  ru in  by 1922. By 192>* however* world trad e  had recovered and 

Kenya's a g r ic u l tu r a l  exports  began to  enjoy high* a tab le  p r ic e s . The

^ • C « M g lr«  o n - c l t . .  | p ,  2J2-3* L* Winston Cons and J .F .Ilp eco n b ,

2m a , * cas w * A 5 . P . l .

5KNA. B » J  1917/1*1 p .J .

+-..Huxleyi Mr .--igv 'tifp ( U i t  A frican  ftenderd  L td.* Nairobi 1997)* 
pp . 2 , 35. 55 . i t i o  book t e l l e  the  f u l l  s to ry  o f the KTA.
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but s o r ta rea  c lose  to  Kakuru turned in to  a s e is e  growing area 

d is ta n t  a re a s  in  the D is tr ic t  grew wheat and co ffee  and ra ised  c a t t l e  

and sheep. Nakuru’e h in te r la n d  enjoyed s ta b le  p ro sp e rity  u n t i l  1928.1 

*® a d d itio n a l itapetus to  the  growth of Ifekuru wae the ( l o v e n a n t 's  

d ecis io n , in  1921* th a t  the ra ilw ay lin e  to  V asia-Cishu would branch

o ff  the  e x is t in g  l in e  a  few id le s  west o f  Nakuro. Kakuru thus became
2

an im portant railw ay ju n c tio n .

N akuru's uiropean business community responded to  the p rospect 

of post*War developments fcy fo rc in g , as e a r ly  a s  1918, th e  lo c a l < hamfcer 

o f commerce." In 1920* a f t e r  a  gap o f s ix  y e a rs , the -g r ic u l t ru a l  ihow
jU

was again h e ld  in  Kakuru and t h i s  t in e  was on a  ouch la rg e r  s c a le .

The in tro d u c tio n  o f t r a c to r s  to  the l i s t r i c t  towards the end o f the  

191<^ had a  p a r t ic u la r ly  s tro n g  impact on business in  Kakuru. Agencies 

o f in te rn a tio n a l  f in e s  were e s ta b lish e d  in  Kakuru during the 192Ge to 

supply the farm ers w ith t r a c to r s  and o th e r a g r ic u ltu ra l  nachlnery 

and a o tc f  v e h ic le s . This in  tu rn  considerably  s tim ulated  the expansion 

of garages, some o f which were owned by lo c a l re s id e n ts  and o th e rs  were 

branches o f N airobi-baaed f irm s. ̂  With the  expansion in  the a g r ic u ltu ra l  

production th e  o ld  and new aucioneera  considerably  increased  the  s c a le  

o f t h e i r  b u s in ess . New firm s came to Nakuru to  deal w ith the export

! -.C  Wxigicjr, o p . c i t . . pp. 232-63.

^V.KcGragor Kobb, Kanra from w ithin  (/ran k  ana t  <-o. Ltd. , London 1968)• 
PP. 239- 55.
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o f th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l  produce. 1 The XJa a lso  expanded 1 U  ro le  o f 

n a rk stin g  fa rm ers ' produce and supplying than with th e i r  requirem ents.' 

la  Nakuru ty  19*^ th e re  were Z1 ■ uropean business p lo ts  in  which 

tw enty-th ree businesses were functioning* ' song then were buthceiw 

•hops* genera l p ro v is io n  sto res*  cbests ts«  clo thing-shops* fu rn itu re -  

shops* boook-shop, h a rbo r’s  saloon* re s tau ran t*  baker and so on* The

ia c re s se  o f  b u ild ing  a c t iv i ty  n a tu ra lly  gave lo p e tu s  to the b u ild ing
. 5

co n stru c tio n  ccapsules* S o l ic i to r s  end scooun tsa te  o ffered  th e i r

se rv ice s  to  th e  town busines smen end farm ers a l ik e .^  There was a lso  

an expansion o f Indian business in  the period  of which mot such i s  

known. Nakuru thus emerged p rim arily  a s  s  county-town* s  asrketing* 

se rv ic in g  and supplying cen tre  fo r  i t s  a g r ic u ltu ra l  h in terland* I t  

was a lso  a  s o c ia l  cen tre  fo r  the farm ers who had th e i r  J&ft Valley 

.p o r ts  Club in  Nakuru. I t  was during the 1920s th a t  Nakuru acquired 

i t s  re p u ta tio n  as  the  " c a p ita l  o f  the Highlands” . '* 2 * * * * 7

R espite  th e  considerab le  growth o f  Nakuru *s econcqy population 

expansion* e s p e c ia lly  o f  the e x p a tr ia te  cornual tie s*  was fa th e r  alow. 

Froo e ig h ty - f iv e  l a  1917*18 th e  uropeen coaenmity rose to  only two 

hundred sad n in e  in  1927* A so re  su b s ta n tia l  in c rease  occurred by 

1931 when ltxeacbod  f iv e  hundred and fo r ty - s ix .  The >-sian coanunity 

rose f ro s  th re e  hundred and ten  in  1917*18 to  n ine  hundred sad fo r ty -  

fiv e  in  1931* The ra te  o f expansion o f  the tow n 's f r ic a n  population

21 .5 ,1921 . p .9 t 12 .1 .1924. p .1 4 .

2Luy 5 ,5 .1 9 2 4 . p .y . I n te n d * .  1 M. B und* ll.

25 .10.1924, p .JC .

15 . 6. 1918 , P .12 | 7. 6. 1919 . p .2J l  23 .4 .1921. p .261 4 .6 .1921 . 
p .9 l 31 .12.1921. p .lC | 12 .4 .1924, p .;C j 17.1 .1925. P.3» 26.12.1925. 
p.3» 20. U . 1926, p . l 2 |  521.1927. p.55« 3J2.1927.
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wa* ouch fa s te r*  fro a  e ig h t hundred la  1917*18 to  three thousand 

f i r e  hundred in  1931. i

The economic growth o f  the 1920e stim u la ted  a  developing 

In te re s t  in  the town and i t a  p rog ress among the  m ropsan ccenunlty .

The luropcana whogruck ro o ts  in  Kakuru were m ostly p r im U  in d iv id u a ls  

who caao tc  b u ild  th e i r  hones l a  the town* They v e r t  urban s e t t le r s *  

co u n te rp arts  o f  tha ru ra l s e t t l e r s .  They had permanent in te r e s t s  in  

the town and they evolved o rg an isa tio n s  to  safeguard  and proaot#  then. 

Cae such o rg a n isa tio n  was tha Nakuru hanker o f  Coamarce foraed in  

1928. Perhaps so re  im portan t was the fosmatlon* in  1923* o f the  

fofcuru Township eeo c ia tio n  which lin ed  a t  p ro te c tin g  tie in te r e s t s  

i f  !-Jihuku*s re s id e n ts  and p lo t  owners.^ lu rin g  tha 1920a tha Associ­

a tio n  was engaged in  a  s tru g g le  w ith Government over the a b o lit io n  

o f r a c ia l  seg reg a tio n  by the White Paper o f  1923. The A ssociation 

c.in laid  th a t i f  th e re  was f re e  s s le  o f p lo ts  th e re  veuldbe a  danger 

of Nakuru becoming an Indian town. fh a  A ssoc ia tlaa  was s  s e a le r  of 

tb s convention o f  ia so c ia tio n s*  the s e t t l e r * * p o l i t i c a l  o rg an isa tio n .

H. Thackrah, a  lo c a l auctioneer*  and F. V etkins, dagiat* -a garage owner* 

figu red  prom inently  in  the A ssocia tion .

The need f o r  an a s so c ia tio n  pro toe tin e  those who had permanent 

in te r e s t s  in  tha  town was n i l  th a  so re  obvious s in c e  the town was run 

by th e  A dm in istra tion . The & itaa Board which d e a l t  with the  nost

im portant is su e  o f p lo t s  s i  lo c a tio n  consisted  o f  f iv e  o f f ic ia l s  and
I*

two European u n o f f ic ia l  members. The town was run by tha h.C. who

of Locnl C -|-| n M [1t ' l l » 1  f  *927. *>1. I I .  p .28. 
kepertf o f  the C com lasiontr fo r  Local Government* Land and 

S e ttlo u c n t 1931* p .1 7 .
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J K ,R .iitm ar. M tfg fe .y5 .U ar, f r a g f l j  o iasr, •  * Co* L“ -«
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known tqr 1920wnn a s s is te d  uy a  -urupean advisory  ocx̂ jr which wan 

•a  the Makuru iowaship b o ard .1 A cording to  M .raxker th e re  *ae a  

good ciaal o f f r i c t io n  over the  r e la t iv e  power o f  tha advisory body 

and the b * b .# and tha town re p re se n ta tiv e s  vara c o n s is te n tly  aeaanding 

g ra n to r autoaony." 11a  bond was purely  advisory  and had no s ta tu a  

under law* Tha f in a l  raaponai b j l i t y  fo r  tha a llo c a tio n  o f  fun da lay  

w ith tha J«C* who a lao  nada th a  lo c a l sy-lawa and lev ied  faaa and 

ra tes*

%  1926 tha Qoveranent f a i t  tha naad to  grad* townahipa according 

to th a i r  a in a  and to  g ive  lo c a l  o u n ic ipa l bodiaa g re a te r  executive 

power* according to th a i r  re so u rces . In  th a t y e a r  a  cosaiaaion  known 

aa th a  Fa* than -oanission* waa a c t up wheat taak m a  r,To aakc r e -  

coaaandatioao aa to th a  aa ta h lia h a cn t o r extension o f Local jo v ara - 

aen t fo r  N airob i • toabasa and ouch s e t t le d  arena a s  the to n a l salon* ra  

uoy co n a id e rr su ita b le  fo r  tha estab lishm ent o f  lo c a l aovernoent11.^

The f te th a n  Report published  in  *927 recoaaeaded the ea tab lish n an t 

of fo u r types o f  township• The two lower types ware to be run fcgr ad- 

a in i  s t r a t i  re  o f f ic e r s  and tha two h igher types were to ha governed 

ly B unlcipal hoards and o u n ic ip a l councils re sp e c tiv e ly . Nakuru to ­

g e th e r w ith L ld o re tt h i  ta le  and Klsuau were reconaended fo r  a  o u n ic ip a l 

board, ̂  Tha Local Government (M u n ic ip a litie s) Ordinance o f 1926*

I u c .  25. 10 . 1929, p .50.

^ . P a r t c r ,  jwft -o c jf tl ffMIftW P*6?8-
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B U alclp*liti**  Uli d Teapcverao tha  Govendor to d a c ia ra  u rtan  araaii 

m unicipal ooarda o r  m unicipal council* . In  January 1929* tha 

governor nominated an i a to r i a  Municipal hoard fo r  Nakuru coan la tin s  

o f tha  . c n io r  ^ca*1 eeloner aa  chairman* e ig h t ^^uropaana and two 

a iaaa  (on# Hindu and on* Muslim), Nakuru was o f f ic ia l ly  daclarad  

a s u n ic ip a l i ty  on 3&th April 1929 and on ^ th  Juna 1929 tha  f i r a t  

• le c t io n  f o r  tha  s ix  t uropesn  u n o ff ic ia l  n w b ara  waa hold. On 2nd 

Ju ly  1929 tha  co n a titu tio n  o f  Nakuru U ia lc ip a l hoard (MKb) waa 

o f f i c i a l ly  p rocIn lan d . I t  inc ludad  two o f f i c i a l  sssbass inc lud ing  

the e a io r  o sm ac io n e r aa chalrsan* s ix  uxropaana (u n o ff ic ia l

• la c ta d )  1 two > uropeana (u n o f f ic ia l  nominated) * and and represent*-
_ 2

t i r e  o f ttakuru i i a t r i c t  o u n c il . Tha a ia a  laadara  rtfUaad to

jo in  tha newly foraad NHB probably  on tha ground* of being under-

rap raaan tad . I t  waa only in  March 1931 th a t Ind ian  rep re sen ta tiv e s

ware p repared  to  cone forward fo r  nom ination. Tha constitution o f

tha NKB waa than  amended to  in c  lude th ree  a t an senders .^  The Asian

members o f  th a  Wfi ware f i r s t  a le c  tad ty tha lo c a l  Indian a sso c ia tio n
h

and than a u tsd tte d  fo r  nomination to  tha  l.C.
In  March 1932 tha NHB asked tha Oct a rn o r to  ba perm it tad to  

e le c t  th e ir  own chairman* but tha Govaraaont agreed to  th lo  only in  

Novenber 1933* Tha f i r a t  e le c te d  Board chairman waa J ,  ( caldray* a 

lo c a l businaaaaan* who a lao  owned a fa r*  la  Mjoro* and h i s  deputy *aa 

tha g en era l manager o f  tha KTA* C.G.G rif f i th s ." ' Tha i n t i  sa t*  re la tio n e

1C0 533 3&2* I l i a  15W /, An ordinance to  a s and the Law re la tin g  to  
Huaioipal Oovemsant* 1928* p . 6.

2KAC, 26.1.1929. p.**l. Kanra w+okir W«uB, 13 . 12 . 1963, p.26» M.Pufcor.
S E u n i L m O w u i  w k s m . p . w .

^nnu .4 Smfyrtat tho o r a r io n e r  fo r Local OorenuMO
e t t l o w n t ,  1931. p .1 7 .
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Letveen town and country were thus re f le c te d  l a  Makuru's o u n ic lpa l 

lead ersh ip . The buropoan Board s e a le rs  tended to  be a t  th a t  t in e

eucceesful lo c a l  buainea—en * la rg e ly  o f the u rb e n -a e t t le r  type.

The p ro sp e r ity  o f  the ee t i l e r  eccnoey from 1923 case to  an 

end in  1926 w ith  the f iro U sa n s io n  o f the lo c u e te . Fro* 1920 to  1932 

Kenya's countzyeide wan devasta ted  by repea tiiqc lo cu st in v asio n s  fro a  

a l l  d ire c t io n s . In  add ition*  fro a  1931 to  19>t th e re  wan a d isa s tro u s  

drought in  Kenya. Co top o f  a l l  th is  there  wan the Great rep ression  

s ta r t in g  in  1929 which re su lte d  In  n sharp f a l l  in  the p r ic e s  pa id  

fo r  Kenya*a a g r ic u l tu ra l  exports  on the world B askets. 5 taay lu ro -  

pean fa ra e ra  were reduced to  eubatstence farming and to  n b a r te r  

economy. Many o f  then could hard ly  a ffo rd  to  t r a v e l  to  Kakuru whose 

businesses th u s  lo s t  such o f th e i r  p o te n tia l c l i e n te le . 2 The e f f e c t  

of the depression  was very s tro n g ly  f e l t  by th e  Hakuru business 

corasunity. n  im portan t r e s u l t  o f the depression was th a t mazy o f 

the s n a i l  independent Uiropean businesses vent bankrupt o r  d isappeared. 

Those who needed a  r e la t iv e ly  high p r o f i t  narg in  could n o t surv ive 

the re c e s s io n . The branches o f  the t ig  in te rn a tio n a l o r  N airobi-baaed 

l i r a s  l ik e  G alley  end Roberts* Hughes L td . o r  Motor Mart continued to 

o p e ra te . The r e s u l t  was th a t  th e  group o f ecanoalca lly  Independent 

urban s e t t l e r s  was g re a tly  reduced. Chi the o th e r  hand* the  s i a n  

tradero iused  to  low p ro f it-c a r in g s*  in  fa c t  b en efited  from the oluap 

and ceae to  monopolize l in e s  o f  business l ik e  g en era l pro vied cuing end 

c lo th in g  which Europeans abandoned.y

^ '•C .k r ig ls y . o p . c l t . , pp. 2*7-50. E. Huad^r, No j g |  Ver, pp. 91-**

3 -  -  i.i931»  P.15i 25.11.1933* p.37» 10.6.1933*

107- 10.

^Interv iew : M. B lundell.
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II

The dtppw aiB n d id  n o t hare  i  B trieve e f f e c t  on Ndroni'a popu­

la t io n  le v e ls .  The European popu la tion  l a  f a c t  lncreaaed fron 209 

in  1927 to 5*6 in  1931 and to  690 in  193*. Tha Asian population 

f lu c tu a ted  g re a t ly .  I t  lncreaaed  fron  920 in  1929 to  699 and 1,200 

in  1932 and 1933 re sp e c tiv e ly  and dropped to  900 in  193*, The A fri­

can poopulation  rose  from 2,200 in  1926 to  3*300 in  1931 and then 

dropped to  3*000 in  1932 and roee again to  3*130 in  the f o l l o v i ^  

y e a r . 1

In 1936 th e re  were eigne o f reccveiy  in  Nekuru re su ltin g  fron  

the narked r i s e  in  the  p r ic e s  pa id  fo r  th e  prim ary product grown in  

the D is t r ic t .  Thie tren d  continued in  1937-2 The p ro sp e rity  o f  th e  

l a t t e r  p e r t  o f  the  .1930s  was l a  a way a  r e s u l t  o f  the depresslna.

Faced w ith co llap sin g  world-m arkets farm ers began looking fo r a l t e r ­

n a tiv e  p ro f i ta b le  crope, fy re th ru a  wee the  most outstand ing  In tro ­

duction o f th e  1930a, The fe ra e  re  re a lia e d  th a t Monoculture could 

no t guaran tee  t h e i r  economic s e c u r ity  and p ro sp e r ity , wring the 1930a 

Nekuru D is t r ic t  became an a rea  o f  mixed farm ing. This was la rg e ly  

poeaib le  because o f  the  varied  c Strati c co n d itio n s  and s o i l  types l a  

the D is tr ic t*  la  the second fc lf  o f  the 1930e Heftnim D is tr ic t  farm ers

were growing m ains, wheat and o th s r  c e re a ls , s i s a l ,  coffee and py rethrum , 
beef

Tiny a lso  ex p n n d ed /ca ttle , d a iry  c a t t l e  and sheep farming. This had

an la m e lla te  e f f e c t  oa Nakuru which was now a  cen tre  o f a  th riv in g

a g r ic u ltu ra l  a rea  whom needs were much mare v a r ie d ,^  The Primal.. Resort

o f  1938 observed 1 "There i s  an a i r  o f subdued p ro sp e rity  about IMroru

which had bean absent fo r  acme years  suheecueat to the f h l l  in  a a la e  
and prior ^

p r ic e s / to  the change over to  n ixed farm ing." But farmers had to  pay

13.7.1929* p-19l 28,*.193*# m f \  *  tb t  < «"*i««i°n«r o f
lo c a l Government, lead and S ettlem en t 1931* p . ! 7 |  1932,p.28; 193** P-33.

2KR«, MDhII 1936* p .2 | 1937* P -2 .

J In terv iew : N .B luad#ll, J .K  Lipscomb.

*KPA* BDAP 1938* p . B ( i) .
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o ff  mortgages and o v e rd ra fts  before the f u l l  im pact of tho ru n u  

pro p a r i t y  could be f a i t  i s  tho  town. 1539 v m  a  prosperous y e a r  fo r  

Nakuru business. l  am e r e  wore voglnnlng to  spend aoro money in  tho 

to ta  mm3 th i s  w u  fu r th e r  s tim u la ted  by tho doc Laxntion o f  tho bar 

and tho fo u r o f shortage of su p p lie s .

Tho 19>Oo a lso  w itnessed the  beginning o f  im dustiy lm Ndturu 

based on p rocessing  produce fro o  tho town's a g r ic u ltu ra l  h in  to r  land .

Ia  1939 th e re  woo tho Kenya O staoal os^sny in  ftakuru producing break 

f a s t  c e re a ls . 2 in  193$ tho f i r s t  r o l l e r  a d ll  f o r  tho production o f

g ranu la ted  a a i i e  aoal in  Konya was b u i l t  by a  lo c a l  •uropean buainoas-
3 .u an .' In tho  same y e a r  a  aoro  a ab itio u a  e n te rp r is e  waa ootabliahod 

on tho bordor o f  Nokuru. I t  waa tho Nokuru lanncxy which s ta r te d  to 

produce le a th e r  and boots in  1936 and wool b lankets  i s  1939#**
Tho - euond World war p e rio d  waa oa tho whole a  good one fo r  

fcursors and townsmen. There was an increased  demand fo r a g r ic u ltu ra l  

crops l ik e  s i s a l  and py re th ruo  and Kenya became tho granary fo r  tho 

a l l i e d  fo rce s  in  the Kiddle and tho f a r  Knot, l a  addition* Konya’s  

f s r a t r s  had to  food tho  numerous I ta l ia n f .G , hf.s from E thiopia who 

spen t tho War in  tho oouatry . Tho faimoa had* thoa* mote mosey to  spend 

i s  tho  town, l a  ad d itio n  an A ir Force tra in in g  depot in  tho ad jacen t 

Lanet and a  m il i ta ry  base in  Nokuru i t s e l f  stepped up the demand fo r  

counod itles supp lied  in  the town. The only H a l t  on the expansion o f  

ftakuru’s  businesses during tho War seems to  have been tho shortage of 

su p p lie s . Tho p o s it io n  in  th i s  re sp ec t improved in  the  sloolng y e a rs

XiOU, IDA It 1939. PP- 43-4.

16.4.1935. p .io .

2C.5.193*. P-3®.

13.5.193*. p .? t  29.9.1939. p.23. I t  *m  
In d u s tr ie s .

1 s to r  known ae Nokuru
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Jiekuru ~uropean population* however, dropped considerably  no a  

r e s u l t  o f the  ’-h r . Thar# were a lto g e th e r  4}8 Uiropaana l a  194c and 

455 l a  1945. Tha two o th e r  r a c ia l  communities iacraaaed  a u ta ta n t ia l  17 

a t  the  aaaa p e r io d . Tha 1 a lana ia c r aaaed fro* 1.164 la  1940 to  1.815 

in  1945* The e lan s  see*  to  hare  reaped tha b o a a f ita  e f  tha  War** 

economic boo* ao ra  than the U iropaana. Tha i t r ie  an population  roee 

from J.150  in  19JC to 6 , 0.1 and 8,762 in  sad 19.3 r»**>*ctiv»ljr.?

Municipal p o l i t ic #  between 1934 and 19^5 ware dominated b7 J .  

-ou ldrey  who waa. except fo r  1935* the MHB chad m an throughout. Tha 

e th e r  doainant fig u re  was G .i. G r if f i th s ,  a  farm er and tha genaral 

manager o f th a  KFA. who waa th a  chairaaa  in  1933 and tha deputy c h a ir ­

man u n t i l  1942. This than waa a  period  whan th a  in te rn e t#  o f  tha 

fam lx v  area were c lp se  to  th e  heart#  o f  tha au n ic ip a l le ad e rsh ip . In  

1936 and 1937 Galana ware again  d is s a t is f ie d  w ith th e i r  p o a itio n  on 

tha and only one /U ian . a  M ualia. accepted nomination to  the 

Board. In 1938 th a  Indian >aaociation agreed to  tha noaination  o f  two 

a d d itio n a l e lan  Board members. * 2 * * 5 The s ian a  who had extensive commercial 

in te r e s t s  In  th a  town re sen ted  tha fa c t  th a t the municipal executive 

power waain tha  hands o f  Europeans who in  many cases had c o n f lic tin g  

in te r e s t s  w ith  theirs,** In 1937 the  Hindus naked th a t tha e le c tio n  of 

/ s ia n  Board neobera, which waa agreed to  toy th e  Government th a t y e a r , 

be applied  in  Nakuru. but the NIC turned i t  down. In 1941 the Hindu

-KHA, KDAl 1939* pp. 1940. np. 22-3t 27| 1941. pp. le  *3| 1942.
p .l4 j 1943. P.2C; 1944. p.?3» 1945# p .l2 . JjfcS, 17.1.1939. p.«3.

2KKa9 IILAS, 1940. appendix B. Report o f tha Commissioner fo r  Local 
Govomasnt 1945* p .1 7 .

'KM a. KHAR 1938. p . 12 .  KMA. M unicipal nmiai Bsooxt (MAh) 1936. 1937.
1938.

7.8.1940. p .6 ; 15.3.1944. p .4 .



Board neafcers re load  th e  quaation again w ithout r e s u l ts .  Tbs s i  an

p o s itio n  was weakened by the  antagonize between the  no re  B ill  tan t

Hindu m ajo rity  ccw u n ity  and th e  Muslin m ino rity . In 19^2 the Con-

n is e i oner o f  lo c a l Government p resen ted  a  comp re tries  which provided

fo r  the  e le c t io n  o f  two o f  th e  th ree  e lan  Beard nanbera.^

The end o f  the Wfcr wan th e  beginning o f  a  period  o f  continuous

davelopaant and p ro sp e rity  In  the B ottlers' eector which persisted

u n t i l  I960. There were new poet-W ar s e t t lo n e a t  sc  h ea ts  which Increased

the a re a  under e f fe c t iv e  c u l t lv a t l r a  and g e n e ra lly  s e t t l e r  a g r ic u ltu re

hecant aore In te n s iv e  end e f fe c t iv e  than p rev io u s ly . Iven the Hsu Mau
2

re v o lt auld n o t se r io u s ly  check the curve o f dovelopaent.

The p ro sp e rity  In  the s e t t l e r s '  economic e e c to r  gave s  consider­

able boost to  th s  development o f the " c a p ita l o f  the Highlands", t  

l a s t  the  European population  o f  Kakuro began to  grow* T\roa k&C in  

1996 I t  r<M« to  1,159 In  1952, 1,500 in  1957 and 2,000 In  1959. 7 But 

eves then* both  I s  abso lu te  te rn s  and In  p ro p o rtio n  to  tha  o th e r r a c ia l  

communities th e  uropeane remained a s n a il  m ino rity . The type o f  

F-uropean which Nakuru received  a f t e r  the  War was perhaps more im portant 

than tha a c tu a l  Increase  in  t h e i r  numbers. They were a second wave o f  

urban s e t t l e r s *  of young people who* e i th e r  se  buslneesnen o r  as  

executives* came to make Nakuru th e i r  permanent hones. They were un­

happy w ith th e  pace o f the tow n 's development and soon clashed w ith  

the m unicipal le ad e rs .

In 19**5 th e  era  o f  the e a r ly  urban s e t t l e r s  with c h a in s *  -ouldrey 

a s  the  p ro to type  cane to  an end. They had regarded the town so le ly  ae 

a  marketing end se rv ic in g  c en tre  fo r  the a g r ic u l tu ra l  h in te rlan d  to

*0 6 . 5 .5 .1 9 9 1 , p .6|  7 .5 .1991 , p .6i 5.9.1991 p .6|  1 .9 .1992, p .6.

*lntwwl«v> M. B lw d . l l ,  J.r.L ipocom b, L .ilnn ton  Co m  o ld  J .7 .
U p o c o rt, O B .a t.. ,  PP. 97-9 .

‘i«n>oTt at tho  fo r  U-ctC. OoTOmMPt 1996, p .26.
_Z> C8.11.1952 . p ™  12.9 .1957. p .7) 27?57l959. p .7 .
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which they were s tro n g ly  attached*  Trxm 19*5 to  1951 Kdruru mm  

*ov*ra#^ ty  C . t ,  ^ w tU a  and 7 .H.HarTawey who rep rsean tsd  a

f l m .  le v e lin  waa the local Manager o f  G ellay and Roberta, tha an- 

g la aa rla g  f ir® , and Narreway VM tha Manager o f  Cnlgety 1 t o . ,  tha 

a g r ic u ltu ra l  f l r a .  They were to  serve th a i r  ta in  l a  Hakuru and than 

wow  on, and d id  not v is u a l is e  th a n a ilw a  spending th a i r  U vea In  tha 

to iau  They wara happy with th a  way tha town waa run and p re fe rrad  to  

raapond to  r a a l l t y  ra th e r  than  to  change i t .  Indaad, an o f f ic ia l  

re p o rt fo r  19*7 pointed out th a  low atandard o f  pub lic  se rv ice s  l a  

Hakuru. 1 b * w  14a and Harrsway only f l l l a d ,  however, tha gap between

tha ftr io d  o f  tha  f i r s t  and aeoond wares o f urban s e t t le r s *

Tha fo  ran  t i c s  in  19*8 o f  tha Hakuru Township A sao d a tto a , r a -  

n liii scan t o f  i t s  e a r l i e r  co u n terp art which had e x is ted  l a  tha 1920a, 

gar# expreealoa  to  new a t t i tu d o a  towards tha  to  n  ssong l t a  permanent 

re a id an ta . Tha a sso c ia tio n  conbined tha nawsconars a s  w all so o ld 

re s id e n ts  who were In te re s te d  in  the developewnt o f the to m . They 

declared  Ma war oa apathy" and coaadttod thenaelvee to  working fo r  

the  p ro g ress  o f the  town. T h a ir noet rev o lu tio n ary  idea  was to  tu rn  

Hakuru in to  a  cen tre  f o r  secondary in d u s tr ie s  n o t n e ce ssa rily  ba se d 

on p rocessing  a g r ic u l tu ra l  p ro d u c ts , w h ils t recognising  Hakuru'o 

dependence on i t s  h in te rlan d  they had a  v is io n  o f  Nakuru acq u irin g  an 

independent urban am en tun. They sought to  in flu en c e  the  M B 's p o lic y  

by a c tin g  a s  a  p ressu re  group sad by pronoting  cand idates in  Municipal 

e le c t io n s . In 19*9 two o f  tha A sso c ia tio n 'a  land ing  am b ers  wart e lec ted  

as  Board nanbora. In 1951 H.H.Har^y, tha Most outstand ing  re p re se n ta tiv e  

o f the new urban s e t t l e r s ,  was e lec te d  a s  the chaim an  o f  tha XKB, and

new group o f to m  dw ellers, nanely — lagw a o f  branches o f  l a te  n a t io n a l

SSSJUSS. 'r ° ' S s is x m a l. 19*7. » •  7 . 25



11  M v era  l a  the  developaeat o f  Nakuru b t f n .  

co n tro lled  th e  town the  /ta so c ia tlcn  l t e e l f  w ithered tMqr.

°poo being e lec ted  ee cheireen  IUurdy o u tlin e d  h ie  p lane  fo r  the 

deY~hlopaaot o f  Nakuru: 'T roa  a  lo t* *  t e n  p o in t of view i t  i e  necooeary 

th a t evexy encouragement be g iven  to In d u s tr ia l  and commercial organize* 

tlo n e  to  e e ta b iie h  secondary in d u s tr ie s  l a  the municipal a rea**'2 with 

determ ination sad energy the new Municipal le a d e rs  s e t ou t to achieve 

th e i r  g o a l. They f i r s t  lap  roved municipal s e rv ic e s  end developed an 

in f  re s tru c tu re  which would a t t r a c t  in d u s tr ia l  l e t s  to  in v e s t c a p ita l  in  

Nakuru. They a d v e r tise d  Nakuru end t r i e d  to  persuade Government to  d ire c t  

in v e s to rs  to Kakuru r a th e r  than  N airobi.'* But fo r  a l l  th e i r  e f f o r t s  

Nakuru fo ile d  to  develop a s  an io p o rtan t cen tre  fo r  l ig h t in d u s tr ie s ,  

in v esto rs  and in d u s t r i a l i s t s  continued to  p re fe r  N airobi. The Muni­

c ip a l le ad e rs  a t tre c te d o a ly  one in d u s tr ia l  en te rp rise*  the fc«A«Tobacoo 

copany in  1931- 2* but th i s  fa c to ry  c losed  down before 1963***

Rrkuru. however* developed considerably  during the la te  19*tQs end 

the 1990s on i t s  o r ig in a l  l in e s .  I t  developed p rim arily  as a  eaxfcstlag* 

se rv ic in g  end p rocessing  cen tre  f e r  the  ^ r i c u l t u r e l  h in te rlan d . The 

KFA* a  a e tt le rw c o a tro lle d  e n te rp rise*  considerab ly  expanded i t s  se rv ice s  

in  o a rk e tlag  f a r c e r s ' produce and supplying farm ers. Uage U n ited *  an­

o th er o s t t i e r s '  co-operative* e s tab lish ed  prerunning p le a ts  fo r  animal feed, 

cerea l-foods and f lo u r .  The Kenya Creamery Co-Operative a lso  opened a 

p l a i t  i n  Nakuru a s  did the P yreth rua  Board. Nakuru In d u s tr ie s  developed 

i t s  o r ig in a l l in e s  of p ro cessin g  wool end le a th e r .  With the poet-w ar 

s e t t  le a rn t  schem e and the  increased  m echanization o f  farcing  i b e  en­

g in eerin g  firm s and p a r t ic u la r ly  those dealing  w ith a g r ic u ltu ra l  machinery*

21 .5 .1948 , p .6|  29 .7 .1949, p .6| 19 .9 .1949. p .3 l  14.12.1949. p .5 l
1.0.1991* p . l 8.  in terv iew ; N.H.Hardy« H .B lundell.

*28.7.1951. p .5 .

; 6.3 .19553. p . l l l  28.1.1955. p . 12 , IO.2. 1956. p .2 1 |  26. 1 . 1958. p .7 .
28. 3 . 1950, p .4 j  23. 5. 1958, p .6» 16.1.1959. p .5 t 19.6.1959. p .6. la t« rrl«w :
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considerably  increased  the volume o f th e i r  busineea. This v est iac reeee  

o f sca le  brought a  le ss*  ounber o f Uimyeea personnel to  Nakuru, 

a a ia ly  la  m anagerial and p ro fe ss io ns ) p o d  tier. e |  l a  tu rn  th i a f a r th e r  

e t i o l a t e d  b u ild in g  a c t iv i ty  In  the  tom * I t  was during the 19%e t i n t  

u rope one began to  expand t h e i r  im d d e n tla l a re a  to  the alopea o f  

the Menengd* During th e  sasw period  / d a n  and i f r lc e n  bousing r e ­

ceived a  g re a t  ltp e tu a*  The o v e ra ll  p ro sp e rity  l a  the  to m  and th e  

country a ide  considerab ly  in c reased  the volume o f  the general r e t a i l  

and w holesale trade  which was la rg e ly  in  the hands o f  - d a n s . 1 The 

Increase  o f a g r ic u l tu ra l  p roduction  in  the D is t r ic t  and the R if t  

Valley ea a  whole considerably  s tim ula ted  the expenaloa o f  the r d lv a y  

se rv ice s  in  Nafcurv* The v a rio u s  governmental departm ents a lso  ex­

panded considerab ly  a f t e r  th e  War. I t  l a  in te re s t in g  to note* however* 

th a t during the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  195Gs and d e sp ite  the continued 

economic p ro g ress  in  tho coun tryside  and the town* there  was a  aharp 

drop in  the number o f  jo b s  o ffe re d  to  A fricans.^

I t  wac w ith  the d a n  cocxsunity th a t the European m unicipal 

lead ers  rep ea ted ly  clashed during  thoJ95°o over the implementation 

of m unicipal p o lic ie s*  In December 1952 the NJ-33 was ra ised  to  a  muni­

c ip a l council which gave the  lo c a l  au th o rity  g r a te r  f in a n c ia l in d e - 
x

pond once. With the change o f  s ta tu s  the  municipal c o n s ti tu tio n  was

changed to  in c lu d e  an a d d itio n a l Acifcn e lec ted  councillor*  The A fri­

cans who had g o t t h e i r  f i r s t  two re p re se n ta tiv e s  on the ItKB in  19*7

N H*Hardy.

^Interview ? N.H.Hardy* M .Blundell.

“D.Hux-cy * f»c zp ny* pp«l52* 15^» 7*H*19*7» P»7| 15*6.195®
p*17j 23.5.19& * p .3 . KKA, KDAR 1957i p T ^ . In te rv ie w  M.H*Hardy. 
Aenva Weekly Hews* l6*5*I958* p.5*l *«7*1958* p .7* .

2
■ a s  below* p*

ivSHOUSMkAJLfi®!* 5 .3 .1952 . p .6j .



a lso  go t an a d d itio n a l c o u n c illo r .*  Tha nropaseie on ths Municipal 

council s t i l l  had an undloputad a a jo r l ty  o f a l m a  c o u n c i l lo r .  Tho 

^aian c o w n i t y  iacraaaod considerab ly  fro a  19*5. from 1*815 in  t l » t  

y aar they ro aa  to  %000  in  1952 and 8,000 in  1959^  A a im  did  not 

f a i l  to  respond to  tho econosdc o p p o rtu n itie s  which Kokuru o ffo ro d .

I t  in  customary to  th in k  th a t  in  Kenya and Last A frica h  a

wfaola* worn predom inantly engaged in  counerce. This was c e r ta in ly  

not tru e  in  Nakuru. e lan s  d id  dominate the g enera l r e t a i l  and whole­

sa le  trad e  because they  were a b le  to  operate  on re la t iv e ly  low p r o f i t  

a n is in e  on which Mim psenn could no t su rv ive . But the Asiane engaged 

in  co w ere e in  Nakuru forned only  a  n a i l  a in o r i ty  in  th e i r  community, 

ihe m ajo rity  o f  woxfclng e lan s  were employed a s  clerks* a r t ia a n e , 

tech n ic ian s  and i n  low-grad# m anagerial p o s i t io n s . '' They ware th e  

uackbone o f  NaJnmi'e oommercial and in d u s t r ia l  e a te rp r le e a . They 

performed a  v i t a l  ro le  eendwiched between the Uiropeane who had th e  

c a p ita l  end who held th e  top execu tive p o s itio n s  and the predom inantly 

u n sk illed  African labour fo re s .

The m unicipal development p lans were la rg e ly  financed by money 

ra ise d  from r e  te e  and the  m unicipal a u th o r i t ie s  had to  r epeated ly  

ra is e  the  r a t e  s in  o rder to  m ain ta in  the development momentum. Aslans

opposed in c re a se s  i s  the  r a te s  and resen ted  th e  f a c t  th a t  although 

they paid  a  la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  the to ta l  aoaey ra ised  by ra te s  they 

had l i t t l e  in flu en ce  on m unicipal p o lic y , limy a lso  f e l t  th a t  they did 

not b e n e f it from the m unicipal se rv ice s  a s  much a s  uiropeans m d th a t  

they were d isc rim in a ted  a g a in s t in  im portant n a t te r s  l ik e  the a llo c a tio n

T-.ffljr* .u e f tr - f tn a f r  O . u . 1* © . p . 26.

•W .  28.11 .1952. p .2l i  27 .5 .1959 . p .7 .
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of p lo t* . Throughout th* 1950* AmIan co u n c illo r*  ware involved lm 

c o n flic t*  w ith th* European m ajo rity , —In ly  ov er tax a tio n  and r e -  

p reaen tattom , which w art d o —ly  linked . Tha— c o n flic t*  cu lainated  

in  1957*6 in  *  boycott o f Kakuru Municipal Council (HR ) edetlng*  by 

d a n  c o u n c il lo rs . Th* Aslan stand  was again  w akened by th* in te rn a l  

d iv ision*  b*tv*en th e i r  suh-cc—u n it ie a .  In Kakuru there  —re th*

Indian ongreas rep resen tin g  tb s  Hindus, the Muslim e so c is tio n  sad 

the ik h  Union. The Hindu o a jo r i ty  aor— l ly  adopted more a i l i t a a t  

p o s itio n s  than  th s  two o th s r  c o m tm iti— who d id  n o t alway* follow  

th e i r  lo ad . Despite t h e i r  e f f o r t s  and the  ex tra— aoasure they had 

taken e ian s  were u— ble  to  change a u n id p a l p o l ic ie s  on the co n tro v e rs ia l 

is su e s  between th — and th s iaropean m ajority  during ths 1950*.* On 

c e r ta in  Is su e s  Asian and f r i  an municipal c o u n c illo rs  co-operated 

in  opposition  to  the  Lurupean m ajority* but even th — the Aslan and 

A frican view could not p re v a i l . 2

I960 narked tha end o f  th e  period  o f  economic expansion in  the  

s e t t l o r  s e c to r  and in  Kakuru. This wns a  d ire c t  r e s u l t  o f  th s  p o l i t i c a l  

u n c e r ta in t ie s  caused by the f i r s t  L ancaster Houoc conference in  which* 

fo r  th*  f i r s t  tine*  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  A frican m ajo rity  ru le  was accre ted  

by the  co lo n ia l government. The hopes o f s a t  t i e r s  to  evolve n m ulti*  

r a c ia l  s ta te  under Europe— tu te la g e  received a  deadly blow .' At a  

meeting in  Kakuru in  September I960* M. B lundell urged Europeans to  

remain in  independent Kenya,^ but a t  th a t  ataga he was no longer popular 

among farm ers. Ths farm ers ' worst fe a rs  were o f  course th a t  they ware

ube# f o r  ex aap le , 18. 2. 2950,p .6; 21*2. 1950* p£; 7 .3 .1950* p .5 l
50. 5. 1950, p . J i  5 .9 .1951 1 p -5 ; 3 .12.1951. p .2 ; 30.6.1953. p .5 l 28.2.1955. 
p.5» 30.3.1956* p .7 l 50.11.1956* p .2l» 6.6.1957* p .6| 9 .8 .1957. p .5 ; 
6 .9 .1957. p .7 l  25.6 .1958, p .61 23 .8 .1958. p .6? 6 .6 .l9 5 i .  p . l7 t  27.6J958 i 
p.25« 6.7.1958* p .3 l 9 .3 .1951 . p .6; 1 .6 .1951. p .7 .  MIA, IHUt 1957. p . l l .
In terv iew : J.M .Patel*  M.R.Tbakar, P . i n c b ,  G .K .ii la rd .

2 , ^ .v.ee below, pp .
3~ee below* pp .

4.. A.9.1960.
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going to lo se  th e i r  fa m e  w ithout coopensati ca. v«m  o f thoa co ld  up 

•nd l i f t  tho country while o thorn  wort locking fo r  buyers. Mont 

farmers stopped a l l  lo n g -te r*  development pinna and concontratod on 

p ro je c ts  and crop* which would g iro  ian ed ia te  p r o f i t .  Qm  re su lt  o f  

o f th e i r  sense o f in se c u r ity  vaa th a t  thay hung on to  t h a i r  money and 

opont Tory l i t t l e .  Thin had an im aediate a f f e c t  on Nakuru which wan 

ao dependant on the  purchasing power o f the fa ro e ra . -.'one of the b igger 

and w e ll-ee tab liah ed  e n te rp r is e s  survived th is  re re r ae av a l  tin e  the 

emergence o f  A frican consumers* bu t many o f the  sm aller estab lishm en ts  

were l a  a  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t io n . Asian tra d e rs  were a lso  h a rd -h it .  Al­

though th e re  were b r ig h t s ig n s  fo r  the town l ik e  the completion o f  

a  b ig pyre thrum e x tra c tio n  p la n t« the p ro sp ect wee glooay fo r the 

e x p a tr ia te  cmanual t i e s  in  p a r t ic u la r .  Tor the f i r s t  t i n t  s ince  19*»5 

there  was a  consid erab le  decrease in  the  .'iiropean and Asian populations* 

The European pop u la tio n  dropped from 2*000 to  l«*tl4t and th a t of the  

slane  from 8*000 to  6*203 between 1959 and 1962. 1 The A frican popu­

la t io n  o f  Hokum su ffe red  o e re re ly  from an unprecedented re t#  o f  un­

employment. D espite th i s  the  A friceapopulation  increased  fron 29*000 

in  1959 to  50t98^ in  1962. Confidence In  the p o l i t io a l  future* 

population  p re ssu re s  in  the re se rv es  sad the revocation  o f  the *>ta te  

o f  ?Jmr%9ncj l a  e a r ly  I960  were resp o n sib le  fo r  t i l s .

In  I960 a f t e r  the f i r s t  L ancaster Bouse conference had decided 

the p o l i t i c a l  fu tu re  o f  the country* the c o n s ti tu tio n  o f the  Hft: was 

changed a t  l a s t .  The Aslans now had f iv e  e lec te d  couaclllore*  the 

A fricans bad th re e  e lec te d  and two nominated co u n c illo rs  and the Euro­

peans s ix  e le c te d  and f iv e  nom inated.^ A m arginal European m ajority

■cor. fc p u ItU o a  maaa, 1962. /.<J»«nced kpport o f Vol. I ,  I I ,
P . 59. aAS. 22 .6 .1960 . 0.231 26 .9 .1960, p .5 | 6 .11 .1960 , p .6|  8 .3 .1962, 
p .3 l 17 .7 .1962, p .5 l 18 .7 .1962, p.5» 18.7.1961. p .5 i  6 .9 .1961, p .5 .
KHA, i 960, p , 13 |  1961, p . l .  KHa, Jtakuni d i s t r i c t  to au ln r vw~ 
Uenort. Brown to  N etting hast J u ly  1962* p . l .  KNa * R.V.P. Annual Report 
190I* p . 131 1962* p . l .

^KNa* RLA& I960* p . 6. te e  below* pp.
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£)Qc&/n bed
vm* o t i l l  m aintained. la  (mptanba r  1 9 $ 3  cm th e  m  e f  

tba f i r s t  open m unicipal • lo c t ic a a  were held l a  Nakuru and the

co n tro l of the  to*a to  th e  A frican a e jo r i ty .

x & i m l m m L P t  f u e l  m

U ntil 1929* whan Nakuru van declared a  m un ic ipality  • the lo c a l 

f r ic a n  popu la tion  was under th a  ao la a u th o r ity  of the  D.C. There l a  

l i t t l e  inform ation  about the  e d a ln le tra tlo n  o f  Nakuru'e A fricans p r io r  

to  19<291 t u t  one suspect#  th a t  the b.C, having to  ad ad n la te r the whole 

1 s t r i c t  could n o t have devoted auch o f  h ie  tim e to  the a a a l l  urban 

A frican p o p u la tio n , iro n  1929 JT icana becane th e  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f 

the to© a s  p ro v id e r o f s e rv ic e s  to  lo c a l re s id e n ts . The adm in is tra tio n  

continued to  deal with a sp ec ts  l ik e  labour* law and o rd e r, ia  1931i

the year* the  hoard I t s  f i r s t  co n tro l o f £frt»Laws

alned a t  f a c i l i t a t i n g  co n tro l over A frican m igration  in to  the town*

I t  scene* however* th a t  in  the  f i r s t  few y ears  o f  I t s  opera tion  the  

NMb fa i le d  to  sake i t s  a u th o r ity  f e l t ,  la  . 'p r l l  1933 e t  a  hoard con- 

a l t  te e  nee t in g  the  D.C* suggested the appointment o f the labour 

o f f ic e r  a s  N ative a f f a i r s  O ff ic e r  o f the NMB. T his appolntnant* he 

argued* would nake A fricans understand th a t  " th e  Board was the a u th o rity  

in  which was vested  the  c o n tro l o f  the lo c a tio n  and o f  n a tiv e  a f f a i r s  

generally**. The Jj.v. claimed th a t  A fricans continued to  approach the  

j* in i s t r a t i  on in s tead  o f  the hoard an th e  lo c a l au th o rity *  The suggestion 

was however turned down.*

In  February 193* the !>.C* again took the i n i t i a t i v e  proposing 

the  form ation o f  a  sub-ooam itte# o f the finance  and General fuxpoaea

L. ee below* p*

*A.«a below* p .

^KNa* NK3* a inu  te t  o f finance and General iurpones C o n i t te e  (A0«PwC») 
meeting* 26* t * 1933*



Coaaittee to deal with the can toon and ’'native affairs'* la  genera:. 

ie thought th a t I t  was pressture to appoint a standing coanittae fo r 

those n a tte rs . This proposal was accepted. 1 The sub_coaadttee 

was proaptly se t up hut net only once durli* 193*. 2 "Native a ffa irs"  

s t i l l  occupied a vesy aaall p a rt of the XKB'e a tta n ti  n. The »B»a 

in te re s t and ac tiv ity  In the /.frlcen sector was stioulated by the 

opening* e t  the beginning of 19 3^* of the frican  canteen. 5 In ob- 

ts in lng s monopoly of the aale  of beer to Africans* the Board aimed 

not only a t  ta k ing p ro fits  but also a t exercising greater control 

over the African Location.** Indeed In )9 3 5» authority  waa given to 

the four Municipal aakarif? on duty in the canteen and in  the Location 

to a rre s t people conedtting offences g a in s t  municipal by-laws. ̂

Aa early  as 1932 the NKB began to control the ndlk trade in  the Afri­

can Location.** In 1937 such control waa applied to trading in  general 

in the Location.^

loon the Beard began to use the canteenproflta for -African wel­

fare a c t iv i t ie s . The p ro f its  were deposited in the Native Trust Fuad
a

which had been in  existence by 1933* In feet e  p rincip le  wee established

’kMa, NUB, minutes of ItU.P.C. mooting 2 1 . 2 . 192* .

?m  ., Nu;s 192* B(5 ) .

m e, ainuteg a t IW .P.C. BMting 2 2 . 11. 1939 .

S o u . me, «dnut»« of n a .T .c .  —«ticg  1 5 . 2 . 19 3 3 .

^OL',, NKB alnut.B  of n a .r .C .  BOOting 2 6 . 7 . 1935.

S na, w e , pir.utoc of Work. nod Ho»lth C o n d tto . (WfcH.C.) Booting
9 . 3 . 1932 .

;KNA, roe, Hlnuto. of mooting 7 .5 . 1937.
A
/eppinl : , r o r t  of tb . - t i l l  11.1 Poor for loonl Government, load and 
ettloaont 1935 . p .33 .



fcy which A frican  so c ia l w elfare v m  financed s o le ly  by the p r o f i t s  

o f tb s  canteen. The e x ten t o f  w elfare s e n d e e s  thus depended u l t in a te ly  

on the  d rink ing  capac ity  o f i f r le a o s . 1 The f i r s t  n o d a l w elfare 

f a c i l i t y  fo r  Nakuru < fr ic a n a  wan the  in fa n t w elfare  d i a l  a s e t  up and 

run by the .uropean  ~aet A frican  Wooer. League from  1933. '  As e a r ly  

aa 1935 the M unicipal Works uperln tenden t was appointed to  deal* on 

a  p a r t  t i n t  basis*  w ith the canteen and "n a tiv e  a f f a i r s 11 in  g en e ra l.

I t  wan* however* only aa  la te  aa  1937 th a t the NMB aade a sexiest lo ­

ginning in  p ro v id ing  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  A fricans. In th a t  y e a r the 

Works i uperln tenden t s ta r te d  to  organise fo o tb a ll  Batches fo r  A frican*.^ 

In 1940 the k a tiv e  T ru st Iliad provided nosey f o r  the building o f  an 

A frican Lane# Hall,** In  the e a r ly  1940a with th e  increase  in  b eer- 

pro 11 t e  aore money was in v ested  in  se rv ice s  f o r  i f r lc a n s .  A w aiting  

roon and a  o a te m ity  ward were b u i l t  in the  N ative C iv il fioapltnl 

and housing was provided fo r  m unicipal employees.^

R espite the in c rease  in  th e  A frican popu la tion  during the her 

th e re  was no change in  the  concept of A frican e c a d n is tra tio n  sad A fri­

can so c ia l  w elfare  in  Nakuru. I t  l a  tru e  th a t in  193& the Native f k n  

s u b -c o m itte e  was e lev a ted  to  coead ttee  s ta tu s* ^  but e t  thg t ease tin e  

the con tro l and th e  w elfare o f  A fricans continued to  be u l t in a te ly  in  

the hands o f  a  p a rt- tim e  o f f ic e r .  As l a t a  aa 1945 the  loaadaalooar fo r  

Local Governmen t  repo rted  th a t  " th e  appointment o f  a  Municipal A frican

1^ee a  l a t e r  re fe ren ce  to  th is  p r in c ip le  in  «yport o f the ^onaisaioner 
fo r  Local Government 1946-50* African A ffaire* p .2 2 .

^XltA, NHB. m inutes o f ffcG.P.C. meeting 26 .4 ,1933.

W  (MAH) 19^7* Native f f a i r a .

Safe* 13 . 1 1 . 1940, p .6.

^NKa,  Krsk. N ative . f f a i r a  1940, 1942, 1943• 1944.

^KNA, NMB* szinutag o f Native f f a i r a  conm ittee 6 .5 .1936.



f f a i r s  O fficer* while d e s ira b le  m i  not considered J u s t if ie d  amd 

th® Board decided th a t the appo latnen t o f  e& o f f ic e r  w ith o th e r chatioe 

who could devote a p o rtio n  o f  h ie  t in e  to  w elfare work would be a  

p re fe rab le  e o la t io n . " 1

A fter th e  War* however* the  s i tu a t io n  waa rap id ly  c tank ing . On 

the one hand the A frican popu la tion  waa inc reasin g  stead ily *  p r e s e n t ly  

problene o f  am enities and se rv ic e s  which could no l o i t e r  be ignored o r  

shelved . The Boat acu te  problem was th a t o f housing. In the p ast the 

ffMB had provided housing only fo r  th e i r  ova employees| the co aeerc ia l

and in d u s t r ia l  e n te rp r is e s  had boea responsib le  fo r the houaii^ o f
2

: e i r  labour fo rce . telf-eog>loyed A fricans mC  A fricans who were

not provided w ith housing ty  t h e i r  eaployers had to  find eccoenodation 

in  the  A frican L ocation. The houses th e re  were b u i l t  in  w a ttle s  end 

daub o r  sun-d ried  b rick s  end were la rg e ly  owned by bw ehills end 

i em ails who held  th e i r  p lo ts  on Tenporsry Occupation Licences. In 19^3 

the Location housed about 2«0CC A fric a n s .' With the In flu x  o f A fri­

cans in to  Nskuru and tb s  g re a t in c rease  in  the  nuarbers o f s e l f -  

eoployed during  the 19^0c the  Location became g ro es ly  overcrowded.** 

Unhygienic and squalid  housing cond itions in  th e  location  th rea tened  

to  tu rn  i t  in to  f e r t i l e  ground fo r  the spread o f  d isease and c r ia s  

to  the  town a s  a  whole. By 1<M the p o s itio n  waa grave enough to  

w arrant the s e t t in g  up o f  a  m unicipal Native Housing C oan lttee .^  As

■sport of tha in—1 aaloner fo r Local Governasat 19^5« African 
Affairs* p .17.

zr.\c, 11.9.19*c. p.6t 7.5.i9*n. p.6i 2.7.19*1. p.6i 3.5.19**. p.3«
UU, ma, gjnutea of «M U. n o tin g  9.7.19*1. 12.6.19*2. 15.1.19*5.

''KH.n NMB, B lnuto. of Native A lfaina lo o n ittee  (RAC) m eting 3.12.19*3.

ij.u a . re p o rt o f  th* .,oomlerioBor fo r  lo c a l Ccvem oont, U n i and 
. .e t t lM s a t  1931. N a tiv . i f f o l r a .  p . 19.  lien- r l  o f  the ' r ■ t . n y n t  

1927. p . l* 2 .  » w . >*jt K s ttv . f f a i r s .  1^ 6. 19*7. 19^o , 
13 .6 .19*7. p . l 2 |  * .2 .1951  p .5 .

HQUt M l. S U H  K a tin  H.-using ‘osn ittssjneeting  5.3.19**.
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••***7 M i t s  aecosd neoting th e  cnsai t te e  proposed the dem olition 

o f the lo c a tio n  ami c a lle d  fo r  the appointment o f  a  European Location 

u p e rin te n d an t,1

Oa th e  o th e r hand* a f t e r  the  Mar new id e as  about Kenya as  a  

on! t i - r a c i a l  com unity  were tak in g  shape la  urrrpean ediWe.2 A M -  

cane >«re to  be the ju n io r  p a r tn e rs  in  the m l t i - r a c i a l  design and 

had to  be inco rpo ra ted  in to  the  ayeten ra th e r  than being a lie n a te d  

fro a  i t .  Many o f  those Auropeans who cans to  n e t t le  in  Nakuru a f t e r  

the War and guided the d estin y  o f the town during  the  19$Ca were 

converted to  n u lt i- ra c la l is n ,* '' Thus en ligh tened  s e l f - in te r e s t  and 

id eo lo g ica l p a te rn a l io n  conblned to  nova the KMB towards sore  p o s i­

t iv e  p o l ic ie s  towards A frican re s id e n ts . I t  io  in  th is  context th a t  

one oust view the fonaatlon  o f  the  Nakuru African . dvieciy  Council as 

ea rly  as 19**5 and the in co rp o ra tio n  o f A frican re p re se n ta tiv e s  In  

the NWS in

In 19V7 Handefield« a European p a r t - t in e  Welfare O ffleen an d  

a  f u l l—tiews .f r ic a n  s n ie ta n t  Welfare O ffice r were employed ltj the
. — k

M3 to deal w ith  1.fr ic a n  w elfare a c t iv i ty .  These appointments re ­

su lte d  in s ta n t ly  l a  the considerab le  expansion o f  so c ia l w elfare 

a c t iv i ty  among A fricans, la  A pril 19^8 H andaflald was appointed aa 

Municipal A frican A ffa irs  O ffice r  OfAAO) to cope w ith the unprecedented 

a c t iv i ty  which he had g en era ted ,^  I t  nay not have been e n t i r e ly  co­

in c id e n ta l th a t  in  th a t  year • !  f r ic a n  a f f a ir a "  rep laced  "Native A ffa ire"

12n s
2 ee below1 p p ,

A atarviaw i H.ri.Hardy, * . I O * d ,U .

A, HAS, Native f f a i r s ,  19**7. 

h W i,  K it,  A f r i c a  f f a i r s ,  19W ,
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ill th s  nun ic ipn l j a l i e n ,  round ilia MAAG developed an A frlcm  A ffa irs  

ep artn en t which by 1952 included , in  ad d itio n  to  h i s ,  on A s d s ta r t  

i; .- c* a  onmunity imvelopaent .& sistant 2, a  o—u n ity  L ars lo p n e it 

t a i s t a n t  II*  a  ch ie f clerk* a  ju n io r  clerk* n ine  aakarie  and 

twenty o th e r  an p loyees. Ia  th a t  y ear so c ia l a c t i v i t i e s  which in ­

volved around the new coenual ty  cen tre  b u i l t  i n  1951 included cineca 

shows* dances ( th e re  were twenty-two dancing clubs)*  evening so c ia l  

a c t iv i t ie s *  ra d io  re la y  serv ice*  quisses* forua and debates and s p o r ts .  

The A frican . f l a i r s  b e p a r tm n t a lso  operated on in f  c re a tio n  roost* a  

lib ra ry *  a  nuroery  school and a  wonen'a c lu b . They were a lso  a c tiv e  

in  the  f ie ld  o f  a d u lt education  holding evening co n tinua tion  c la s se s  

(arithm etic*  English commercial end book-keeping to  lag lish -sp eek in g  

ir lc e n s)*  g en era l evening c la s s e s  and women's a d u lt l i te r a c y  c la s s e s . 

They pub lished  a  local newshset (Bondenl) in  Sw ahili and Ih g l ia h . ;

The i f r ic a n  ' f f a i r s  re p a rtn e n t s te a d ily  expanded the  scope of i t s  

a c t i v i t i e s  and In  1961 i t  esp lcyed  one hundred and twelve people. In 

th a t y ea r i t  changed i t s  nane to  be cone the S o c ia l S erv ices e p a r t-  

meat under th e  Municipal S o c ia l se rv ices  O ffice r .

Towards the end o f  t b e ^ O e  with th e  change in  the KMB's a t t i ­

tude towards the  adrdni s t r a t i  on and w elfare o f  Africans* the  f i r s t  

s tep s  were taken  to  so lve  th e  p re e s i i^  problem o f  Africa* housing. The 

NKB had been aware o f  th e  s c u te  housing shortage  from as  e a r ly  ms 1 9 ^*  

out only in  19^7 d id  i t  decide to  take c t i o a .  The Board resolved to  

take emergency measures to  a l l e v ia te  the bousing shortage by bu ild ing  

a temporary lo c a tio n  in  seal-perm anent M ate ria ls . This net* lo ca tio n  

provid ing  f o r  th ree  hundred and tw enty-four s in g le  rooas was coex isted

]NMA, K\B, fric a n  Affairs* 1952.

‘TWA* HAS, f o e ta l  ervices* 1961.
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l a  1 9 ^ .  In  1952 the NKB launched a  s e r ie s  o f  se lf-f in a n c in g

housing cc hemes. %  1956 i t  had completed 1,220 s in g le  ro o m , 106

EAdnvsia anc 30 tvo-roomed house* a t  a  to ta l  co a t o f aoaa £l64,47C.^

An fro a  1953 c a p ita l  investm ent van provided by loaaa ly tha Kenya

a n tra l  Bouaing B o a r d .B e tw e e n  1957 and 19#3 tha WC had oeepleted  an

ad d itio n a l fo u r  n a jo r housing achaaaa. Tha b ig  appleyarn continued to

provide housing fo r  tlm ir  labou r force while th e  a a a l le r  ones used to
L

ra n t room  on th e  m unicipal housing e s ta te s .  While not com pletely 

so lv ing  the housing problaoe these  municipal housing sc heats  went a  

long way to  a l le v ia te  then . The nainteasBce and con tro l o f  the housing 

• s t a t e s  and th e  c o lle c tio n  o f  re n te  from the occupants involved a  

considerab le  amount o f ad m in is tra tio n  which was c a rrie d  ou t by the  

A frican A ffa ire  *«partoent.

tonr

The h i s to r ic a l  study  o f  co lo n ia l to m e  in  Africa l a  a  new ven tu re , 

merging A frican urban s o c ie t ie s  in  co lo n ia l and independent A frica  

have a t t r a c te d  a  la rg e  number o f  so c ia l an th ro p o lo g is ts  in te re s te d  in  

so c ia l change. But although t h e i r  a p h a s ia  i s  on change th e i r  conclusions 

r e f l e c t  a  s i tu a t io n  which in  terms of tin e -sp an  occupies a  vety ab o rt 

period  in  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  towns concerned, fu rtherm ore, most o f th e  

an th ro p o lo g ica l s tu d ie s  o f towns in  A friea  were n a ln ly  c a rrie d  out 

from a s  la te  a s  the  195<* when towns were in  an advanced s tag e  o f  th e i r  

development. On the o th e r  hand, the  an th ro p o lo g is t has th e  advantage 

o f  observing the  so c ia l  p rocesses which he s tu d ie s  f i r s t  head and o f 

u a ii«  cu rre n t and th e re fo re  r e la t iv e ly  enple d a ta .

I t  la  the  h i a to risn*  however, who can c o n trib u te  to  the s tudy  o f 

A frican towns by tra c in g  the change over a long p e rio d . Bdt H a ttb ian *

Mk», )u a . t ia tiv e  A ffa ir* . 19*7. re p o rt ca A fr ic a . housing c a s u s ,  i.6.195® . 
2WHA. re p o rt on m e a n  houalog census, 3 .6 .1 9 5 8 .

?n i£ .  11 .8 .1953 , p .5 .
4 <■/.*. £9.9.3952* p.2> 26.6,1952. p.6. n M i 1953. p.28 ._______________



h aw  tended to  concen trate  on th e  response o f th e  t r i b a l  a o c ie tla a  

to  the  co ion ia l la p se t as  the keys to  unde re  tend lag  of African 

h in t ary  In  the co lo n ia l e ra . While much o f th e  A frican n o tio a a lia t  

f l tw g g ln  revolved around the towns they were n o t re la te d  to  th e  urban 

s i tu a t io n  ee such. But towns in  co lo n ia l A frica  were the  noet 

vaneed p o s itio n s  on the  f ro n t between th e  co lo n ia l power A frican 

s o c ie ty , A fricans liv in g  to towns were th e  aoat exposed to  the i ^ n c t  

o f co lo n ia lism , i t  wee la rg e ly  in  to ton  th a t  A fricans cent in to  

in te n s iv e  co n tac t with m odernlnation and acqu ired  the  d t i l l a  end ex­

p erience  essen t i a l  fo r  the t r a n s i t io n  from a  p re -indue  t r i a l  t r i b a l  

so c ie ty  to  th e  eodem  techno log ica l e re . I t  was in  the te w s  th a t  the 

more educated* a r t i c u la te  and p o l i t i c a l ly  nlnded frican o  concen­

tra te d . f in a l ly  the towns* f a r  fron  being is o la te d  is lands*  were 

c en tre s  of s e t  works o f  m igration  asd communication which s tre tch ed  

fron one end o f the  country to  th e  o th e r. Indeed neny coclal* ecanonic 

and p o l i t i c a l  developments in  A frican co lon ies cannot be understood 

w ithout the f u l l  ap p rec ia tio n  o f  the  fo ca l ro le  which urban cen tres  

p layed .

Towns in  s  country l ik e  Kenya were p a r t ic u la r ly  im portan t. The 

few Arab towns which had flo u r ish e d  on th e  c o as t o f  what was to  bo- 

cone Kenya had had l i t t l e  ln p a c t t o w ,  on th e  in te r io r  p r io r  to  the 

advent o f  co lo n ia l la* . In  th e  in te r io r  which cane to  doaiaate  Kenya's 

h is to ry  the urban phenomenon was com pletely new. Kenya a s  a  whole l a  

la rg e ly  composed o f  segmentary t r i b a l  a o c ie t la a ,  With th e  exception* 

perhaps, o f H unU 'e  kingdom in  b e a te n  Kenya* t h a n  w en no c e n tra lise d  

t r ib e s  which could , l ik e  the  hsganda fo r  exsaple* take the i n i t i a t i v e  

in  th e i r  encounter w ith the c o lo n ia l power* and becone a  c e n tra l focus 

in  the c o u n try 's  h is to ry . The towns* therefo re*  played a  ro le  which 

in  o th e r  p a r te  o f  A frica  wee a ls o  played by c e n tra lis e d  t r a d i t io n a l  

kingdoms* batoning the p iv o ts  around which aaay s o c ia l  ecoaoaic and
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p o l i t i c a l  developments in  Kenya revolved.

Naioiru« which during th e  co lon ia l period  wan only th ird  l a  

«i«* end im portance in  Kenya wan d e lib e ra te ly  choaaa fo r  a  h is to r ic a l  

u rian  study . Cn the oaa hand i t  wan t ig  enough and waa th e re fo re  the 

acaaa fo r  Boat im portant urban developments which one wanted to  s tu ^ y .

On the  othm hand, i t  waa no t too big and one could hope to  g rasp  

tha width o f  urban problean  and pursue t:* n  throughout the  h is to ry  o f  

the town.

co lo n ia l towns owed th e i r  ex istence  wholly to  econoodc o r ad­

m in is tra tiv e  i n i t i a t i v e s  o f  th e  co lo n ia l powar. Nakuru. aa  a  represent**  

tiv e  o f  Kenya towno* waa. a d d i t in a l iy .  a  o o lo n ia l- e a t t ie r  type o f  

tovn. Nakuru waa w ith in  the white Highlands and emeigod a s  th e i r  

u n o ff ic ia l  c a p i t a l .  T his gave the  to w  a  d i s t in c t  r a c ia l  c h a rac te r . 

R ac ia lly  the  town wno divided in to  th ree  le v e ls .  The nmpeana a t  the 

top le v e l c o n tro lle d  the  m unic ipa lity  and i t a  d igger ecoaoaic e s ta b lish *  

wonts and top  execu tive  p o a itio n a . The cianc i n  th e  middle had l i t t l e  

in flu en ce  In  lo c a l  government and co n tro lled  th e  r e t a i l  end wholesale 

trade  and the lower m anagerial and techn ica l p o a itio n a . The ' f r lc a n e  

a t  the bottom had even la a a  say than the  Asians in  the running o f  the 

o u n ic ip a lity  and provided a  cheap la rg e ly  u n sk illed  labour fo rce . They 

a lso  conducted a  very minor p a r t  o f  the tow n's tra d e . In f a c t  the  con­

t r o l  o f  the tow n 's  p o l i t i c a l  and economic resource was in  reverse  

p ro p o rtio n  to  the s i t e  o f  the th ree  r e c ta l  communities. In  the 195^e 

and e a r ly  $ 6Ce a f t e r  th e  Kuropaana had b u i l t  houses on the  Nenangai 

slope the th re e - le v e l system acquired topogrghical expression . The main 

■European re s id e n t ia l  a re a  was on the Renewal s lo p e  which was c lim a tic a lly  

and s c e n ic a lly  the  so a t congenial a rea  o f the town. Asians concentrated  

down below so u th  o f  the Nairobi road and A fricans liv ed  fu r th e r  below 

towards lake  Nakuru where the d u s t and h a st made l i f e  auch le as  p le a s a n t.



though the o f f i c i a l  p o licy  o f  ra c ia l m u giU o a  between 'uropenns 

and ‘s iana  cane to  an and * i th  the White Paper o f  192J, 1  the Suro- 

peans o f  Rakuru ensured, by u n o f f ic ia l  naans and p re ssu re s , th a t 

re s id e n tia l  seg reg a tio n  'retween th e  ra c ia l  cornual t le a  was do fac to
p

in  fo rce , Thar# was no argument about segr eg a tio n  of A fricans 

in  the town, l a  19#  a  municipal by-lav m de i t  an o ff  s o r t  fo r  non- 

A fricans to  r s s id s  o r  e rsa  to  spend the n ig h t in  tho fr ic a n  L o c a tio n .' 

I t  goes w ithout saying th a t A fricans were not a llo v ed  to  re s id e  in  

the ■4ir*Dpesn and Asian a reas  u n le ss  they worked th e re  aa domest i c  

s e r r a t e .

The p o s i t io n  o f Nskum In  the midst o f th e  s e t t le d  a rea  was o f  

g re a t im portance to  th e  dee e lo p aen t o f the  lo c a l A frican coamunity.

In the f i r s t  p lace  the town was p h y sica lly  aea ed o f f  from i t s  h in te r ­

land. P art-u rb an  development s im ila r  to  th a t o f Nairobi which bordered 

the Kikuyu re se rv e  vas no t p o s s ib le  la  Rakuru because European fa rc e r s  

did no t allow f r i  cane working in  town to l iv e  on th e ir  fa m e . Thus 

A fricans working in  town had to  l iv e  i n  to rn  and to  be to ta l ly  exposed 

to  urban co n d itlo n e . As f a r  aa  Rakuru A fricans were concerned the 

urban phenomenon was la rg e ly  is o la te d  from the times ia  ru ra l  h in te r ­

land . The n a tu re  o f the  in te r a c t io n  between town and country in  

Nakuru was d i f f e r e n t  from th a t  la  towns which vers  s i tu a te d  e i th e r  

w ith in  a  reserv e  o r  on i t s  b o rders , t a i l s  A fricans in  the  re serv es  

were la rg e ly  p easan ts  enjoying a  laxge measure o f  freedom, the 

sq u a tte rs  who formed the  human h in te rlan d  of Nakuru A frican community 

were ru ra l  p ro le ta r ia n s  who were perhaps tb s  most oppressed group o f 

A fricans in  th e  colony. This a a  w ill  be shown in  chap ter th ree  wma to  

have f a r  reach ing  consequences.

if .R .D illay , c u . c l t . , p . 17 1 .

^ In terv iew : H.ii.Kardy.

5K*a, HMB, ciiaute.s of Rac m eeting, 6 .5 -1 9 # -



< h

• ^«kuru b u i l t  ai a  t r i b a l ly  neu tra l (round . Tha Masai who 

had eparse  iy  in h ab ited  tha  area vara removed whan i t  vm  decided 

to  reserve  tha highland* fo r iuropean  se ttlem en t. U ntil tha end 

o f  tha 1950a K akuru's A frican coanamity developed aa  a tru ly  t r ib a l ly  

oixad community dominated by th ra a  tr ib e *  namely tha Kikuyu* Luo and 

Abaluhya. I t  was only during th a  19**0a th a t  tha Kikuyu aa tab liehad  

th a i r  n u aa rlea l su p erio r!ty »  la rg a ly  owing to tha  in f lu  ax o f tikuyu 

squat ta ro  to town. But evea than  Hakuru remained b a s ic a lly  a  t r i  b a lly  

nixed town w ith th a  aane thraa t r ib e s  ace*>unting fo r  tha M ajority o f 

tha  A frican po p u la tio n  and doednating moat aapacta o f fr lc a n  U fa .

In  th ie  Kakuru was d if f e r e n t  from tha anal la  r  township in  th a  G ie tr lc t  

which vara  to t a l l y  dominated by tha Kikuyu.

In a  way tha study of N akuru'a A frican community i a  la rg a ly  a  

study o f tha d i f f e r e n t  responses o f  these th raa  dominant t r lb a a  to 

tha  aana urban s i tu a t io n .  Cu th a  whole tha Kikuyu proved tbenselves 

acre  adap tive  to  urban co n d itio n s  and cans to overshadow tha o ther 

two t r ib e s  in  moot spheres of tha  urban a c t iv i ty .  An a t t e s t  w ill be 

made to  exp la in  th a  d if f e r e n t  p a t te rn s  o f response in  ta rn s  o f ooth 

tha  t r a d i t io n a l  s o c ia l  s tru c tu re  o f  tha re sp ec tiv e  t r ib e s  and th a i r  

h is to ry  during the co lo n ia l e ra .

Tha r e la t io n s  between these  th ree t r ib e s  i s  o f a  p a r t ic u la r  

iap o rtan ce  because they came to  p lay  a  c e n tra l  p a r t  hi co lo n ia l and 

poat co lo n ia l Kenya, I wring ouch o f  tha co lo a ia l p e rio d  p o l i t i c a l  

and socio-economic developments in  Kenya had a d i s t in c t ly  paroch ial 

na tu re  being la rg e ly  confined to  the re sp ec tiv e  t r i b a l  reserves. There 

was l i t t l e  co n tac t a t  these  le v e ls  between the d i f f e r e n t  t r i b a l  

groups. I t  was only  during the e a r ly  1960a with independence so near 

th a t  p o l i t i c s  in  tha  t r ib a l  reserve a re la te d  d ire c t ly  to  tha n a tio n a l 

is su e s  which vara  now to  a f fe c t  tribesm en wherever they were, .he 

to rn  was in  th i s  re sp ec t an ia p o r ta n t  m elting p o t. The h is to ry  of



the r e la t io n s  between the Kikuyu, U>o and Aba uhya i a  Hekuru da tes  

back to the e a r ly  beginnings o f the to u t. I t  was here th a t tribesm en 

clashed o r co-operated  w ith one ano ther a t  the p e rso n a l• lo c a l and 

n a tio n a l le v e ls .  I t  *>aa hare th a t  t r ib a l  s te reo ty p aa  ware evolved 

anc in t e r - t r i b a l  a t t i tu d e s  fe m u la te d . Ia  a s i tu a t io n  of constant 

movement and coaeninlcation between town and re se rv es  these s te reo ty p es  

aa< a t t i tu d e s  f i l t e r e d  through to  the t r ib a l  reae rv ea . Thus in  t a r -  

t r i b a l  : r e la t io n s  which developed in  the towns d i r e c t ly  a ffec ted  the  

n a tio n a l scene on the eve of independence and a f t e r  i t .  Mskuru* In 

th i;  re sp ec t may be viewed aa a  microcosm o f  Kenya as a whole.

l a  the more confined urban context an a ttem pt la  made to study 

the p rocess o f  A frican u rb an iza tio n  and to  trace  the p o in ts  o f change 

in  the p ro cess . K eftren e i a  aade to  African* aa tribesm en and aa 

tovnsmen. These a re  not s t a t i c  c a te g o r ie s{ i t  would be indeed wrong 

to  use s t a t i c  d e f in i t io n s  in  a  study o f  such a dynamic h is to r ic a l  

p ro cess . These a re  ra th e r  the two p o les  o f the urban ccntinuua. At 

the one extreme th e re  were those who, though working in  town fo r  a  

sh o rt while* were to ta l ly  sad ex c lu siv e ly  coem itted to  t h s i r  t r ib a l  

u n it  and who regarded th e i r  s ta y  in  town a s  e n t i r e ly  re la te d  to th e i r  

needs as  reserv e  dw elle rs , f t  th e  o th e r extreme th e re  were those who 

bar. com pletely cu t themselves o f f  fro a  th e i r  t r i b a l  p a s t viewing th e i r  

ex isten ce  ex c lu s iv e ly  w ith in  th e  confines o f the urban s i tu a t io n .  Ia 

re a lity *  however* moat Hakuru A fricans were somewhere along the t r ib e s ­

men-townsmen continuum o ften  concurren tly  p ity in g  t r i b a l  and urban 

v o le s. I t  i s  o f te n  d i f f i c u l t  to  p in -p o in t p re c ise ly  the p o s itio n  o f 

in d iv id u a ls  o r  groups on the continuum.

This i s  m il the more d i f f i c u l t  becauee o f  tha  absence o f ade- 

quato so c io lo g ic a l da ta  o f a h i s to r ic a l  n a tu re . In th is  s i tu a t io n  

i t  i s  p o ssib le  to  study the p ro cess  o f African u rtan im ation  through 

the development o f  urban-based o rg an iza tio n s  and in s t i tu t io n s ,  be they



tr lb c u ly  o r u rban-orlen tated*  * lnce we a re  dealing  with a  population  

la rg e ly  couponed o f m igrant workers the study revolvee around the 

ro s t a - e  elem ent enang then who took an in te r e s t  in  uruen-oased 

organ!nations* More apt t i f i c a l i y  th i s  study i s  largely* tbeagh n o t 

ex c lu s iv e ly • concerned w ith the  energing lo c a l A frican e l i t e  whose 

members lad n o s t o f the  jooa l organ! ra tio n s . The c r i t e r i a  o f th is  

s l i t s  were ss i n ly  education and economic success* Hau hau* on the 

o th e r hand* was the n o st ou tstand ing  o f the  few examples in  which 

the urban masses emerged a s  a dominant fa c to r  and evolved th e i r  own 

own leadersh ip*

In Nakuru t r i b a l ly  urban and n a tio n a lly -o rie n ta te d  o rg an isa tio n s  

developed* I t  i s  im portant to  emphasise s t  the o u tse t th a t  these 

th ree  c a te g o r ie s  o f o rg an isa tio n s  developed in  p a r a l le l  end not neces­

s a r i ly  one a t  the expense o f  th e  other* The f lo u rish in g  of uruna- 

o rle n ta te d  a s so c ia tio n s  and in s t i tu t io n s  d id not mean a  decline o f the 

t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s*  M m ila rly  the sen ith  o f  the n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t ie s  in  Nakuru coincided w ith  the sen ith  of t r i b a l  associations*

The complex p o s i t io n  o f  the in d iv id u a l between the  two p o les  of town 

and t r i b e  was c le a r  y r e f le c te d  in  the c re a tio n  o f  urban-based organisa­

tio n s . Indeed* a t  the le v e l o f  lead e rsh ip  and membership. the ntmm 

people were o f te n  involved In n i l  th ree  c a te g o rie s  o f urban o rg an isa tio n s ."

An urban study such as th i s  i s  a t t r a c t iv e  a lso  because o f the
4

abundance o f a v a ila b le  sources. The sources a v a ila b le  In London fo r  

resea rch  on th e  h is to ry  o f  s  town lik e  Nakuru a re  very lim ited* e sp e c ia lly  

w ith re fe rn ece  to  the development o f the A frican s e c to r . In the Public  

Record Office* inform ation of only  a  general n a tu re  can be found in  

nmial Reports o f the Commissioner fo r  Local Government* the  Kenya

1~ee» fo r  cxanple* below. ?•



A frican A ffa irs  epertnen t and tha  Kenya labou r ■ e p a r t i r a t .  la  the

n c r  . r  rr cf the B r it is h  Museum aoaa va luab le  s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  

vaa a v a ila b le , la  the Newspaper U bim jy of th e  B r i t is h  Museum th ere  

a re  copiee of the weakly A frican tanCaro* * and copies o f the Kenya 

JL i t e f  f o r  only a  few y e a rs  The inform ation  which can he derived 

fro a  th ese  aourcee r e la te s  a a ia ly  to  the g eaen u  development o f th e  

town and to  th e  Luropean and d a n  communities. The Cambridge U niversity  

L ibrary  poaaaamaa m icrofilm  co p ies o f  Nakuru i a t r i c t  sad R if t  V alley 

Province nnuftl Reports and Holding flflMCJ— I t  whlch t f t  “»«fvl but 

a t i l l  do not g iv e  s u f f ic ie n t  inform ation  about th e  A frican aide o f  

the  s to iy .

In Kenya* on the o ther hand* there  i s  abundance o f m ateria l 

from both o f f i c i a l  and p riv a te  sou rces. Government sources in  the 

N ational Archive and the L .C .va  o f f ic e  a re  o f lim ited  value. They do 

n o t even date  back to  the  re c e n t period  o f the 19**.* and i t  seems th a t  

the  more u se fu l f i l e s  have "p erish ed " . The labou r e p a r tae n t Reports 

fro a  th e  l a ta  l^bCm onwards were p a r t ic u la r ly  rew arding, bo were the 

Nakuru i l e t r i c t  Monthly Reports which u n fo rtu n a te ly  s ta r te d  only in  

the latel95G s* The archive o f  th e  A egio trar of . o c ie tle o  in  Nairobi 

con ta in s  u se fu l inform ation about t r ib a l  a s so c ia tio n s .

Not su rp ris in g ly *  i t  was in  Nakuru th a t 1 found the most va luab le  

in form ation . The M unicipal a rch iv e  con tains minutes o f  the Nakuru fcuni- 

c lp a l Board and i t s  successor and o f th e i r  various commit terns* from 

1933 onwards. 1 I t  a lso  co n ta in s  the  minutes o f  the  Nakuru A frican 

Advisory council and l t a  successo r and many u se fu l correspondence f i l e s .  

The f i l e s  o f th e  A frican f f a i r s  department" fo r  th e  years  1 9 ^ 1 9 5 5

*These a re  a lso  to be found in  the  Kenya National a rch ive .

*Fron 1961 the S ocia l io rv ic e a  -apartm en t.



contain detailed  iifo m tto R  s o le ly  n liU n e  to so c ia l and econ<x*c 

cievo: opotn ta is  the f r ic a a  s e c to r . The f i l e s  at suhs« iuea t y ta ro  

h«?o a c t  su rv ived .

a « account o f t f r ic a a  p o l i t i c a l  d ^ t l o p n a U  in  Kakuru has 

bo«n mainly bmasd on A frican source* , f a r  the e a r  l i a r  period  ex- 

tM M ira ana wan node o f  g ra l s e rv ic e s , and fo r the  period  f re e  1 0 f  

f i l e a  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ia a  in  p r iv a te  poaaeaaion have proved very r e -  

r rd in c . lo se  f i l e s  o f  t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s  were recovered b a t they do 

• o t  d a te  veiy  f a r  back* Tbs a o s t  usefu l were the  f i l e s  o f the  Abeluhya 

A ssociation which da te  back to  19**9* Oral inform ation  was a lso  x ten - 

a iv ely  used f o r  the study o f t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s .

Perhaps the ao st rewarding aspect o f  th is  research  i s  t>w 

a v a i l a b i l i ty  o f  abaadaad A frican sourcaa fo r  th e  s tu dy of A frican turban 

developments. These sources a re  e a s i ly  a cc e ss ib le  fo r  th period u n t i l  

independence* T>-e type o f  sources av a il s ' le *  both w ritten  and oral* 

enables one to  p e n e tra te  to the  g ra s s -ro o ts  level*  Oral sources in  

p a r t ic u la r  have proved very u seftil l a  th e  study o f developerate  on 

which o f f i c i a l  sources shed l i t t l e  l ig h t ,  one e ig h ty  people* mainly 

Africans* who played a c tiv e  p a rts  l a  d if f e r e n t  a sp e c ts  o f Nakuru'e 

development were interview ed* People on the  whole volunteered In­

form ation w illin g ly  and w ithout ^ p a r e n t  in h ib itio n *  Z found the 

general atnonphere in  Kenya conducive to  the g a th erin g  of genuine 

and r e l ia b le  o ra l  inform ation even on su b jec ts  which nay s t i l l  be 

considered as " d e l ic a te " , regarding Mau Mau* fo r  exasple* both ex-Mati 

Mau a c t i v i s t s  and lo y a l is t"  c o lla b o ra to rs  expressed th e i r  o rig in a l 

p o s it io n s  with few re se rv a tio n s . I n te r - t r ib a l  r e la t io n s  which are 

s t i l l  a  re le v a n t is su e  a re  a lso  under no taboo.
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Tht them atic approach was profarad  fo r t h i s  otuay p rim arily  

jocauaa i t  aeons a  b a t te r  method o f  trac in g  and p rc c ca tl^ th e  el meat 

o f  change in  th e  d if f e r e n t  a sp ec ts  o f urban dove lop went d e a lt  w ith.

while every them® i s  tre a te d  chronologically*  a  s .io rl p e rio d !a s tio n  

o f the so c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  change in  Nokuru’a A frican ooaemnlty w ill 

ha u sefu l ty  p lac in g  the theaea in  the general chronological con tex t. 

I t  w ill  a lso  g iv e  a  general id e a  o f the re la t io n s  between the  d if fe r*  

en t a sp ec ts  o f  urban developments.

1 .  131c*-1 9 ^ , The t x i ^ j g x g

• u rlng  much o f t h i s  p e riod  Rakuru'a A frican population  van 

very sm all. As la te  as 1936 i t  hardly  exceeded 3*000. The r a te  o f 

A frican u rb an isa tio n  a t  th a t p e rio d  was very slow . The cauy Kenya up* 

country A fricans who were fu l ly  committed to  urban l i f e  were these few 

who had jo ined  the Muslin ^  s h i l l  community whose nucleus conflic ted 

o f co as ta l and non-Kenya A frican s. The up-country A fricans came 

mostly aa sh o rt-te rm  migrant w orkers, «fr lc a n  i n i t i a t i v e  in  trade  

was a t  aa embryonic s ta g e . There were* however* the few up-country 

tribesm en vho had a lready  chosen to  stay  in  the town fo r  longer s p e l l s .

I t  was mainly such man whovere instruments*, in  the  form ation of the 

f i r s t  type o f / f r l c a n  a sso c ia tio n s  in  hakuru* namely t r ib a l  a sso c ia tio n s . 

In  fa c t  the only a sso c ia tio n s  which ex is ted  in  th a t  period  were seed  

on t r i b a l  o r ig in . The Abnluhya saea  to have been th e  f i r s t  to  form 

a  t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n  aa e a r ly  a s  the la te  1910m and they were f  d i e  wad 

by the Luo. These were b a s ic a lly  so c ia l w elfare a sso c ia tio n s  aimed
2

a t  f a c i l i t a t i n g  the tra n s i t io n  to  u r  an l i f e  on a  b a s is  of R itual a id .

\ * e  below, pp.

c -ee below* C hapter cue.



curing tho f i r s t  h a lf  o f the 1950* the Kikuyu o f  Nakuni opeoed a 

branch of the Kikuyu C entral Ana* ia tlc c i, taa ica lfr a  p o l i t i c a l  

o rg an iza tio n . x

*• 121V.12^»—Ba_GcJdon tf* of Urban pop elation*

and Institu tion*

lu rin g  the  19^0* Nakuru' a A frican population  increased  con­

s id e rab ly  and by 1952 more than 15,000 African* liv e d  in  the tow®.

There van a lso  during th a t  pe rio d  a  tremendous expansion o f  A frican 

urban a c t iv i ty .  A fricans began in  ea rn es t to e x p lo it  the o p p o rtu n itie s  

o ffe red  by the  town. Educated A fricans increased  in  number* and 

began to  occupy ju n io r  c le r ic a l  p o s it io n s . K re  African* occupied 

del l ie d  and ee tn i-sk illed  jobs and semi-managerial p o s itio n s . There was 

a  tremendous expansion o f  A frican  business a c t iv i ty .  This considerab le  

in c rease  in  th e  sca le  o f  A frican p a r tic ip a tio n  in  urban p u rsu its  was 

immediately re f le c te d  in  the p a t te rn s  o f o rgan iza tio n  in  the town.

This period  w itnessed an upsurge o f t r ib a l ly  nixed urban and n a tio n a l 

o rg an iza tio n s . In 1 9 ^  the d m in is tra tio n  se t up the Nakuru Native 

Mixed Tribunal conposed o f  e ld e r s  from the main t r i b a l  groups in  

the town. 1 In 19*»5 A fricans took the i n i t i a t i v e  when they formed 

a lo c a l branch o f the Kenya A frican btudy Onion l a t e r  to  becoae th e  

Kenya A frican Union, a n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  p a rty ."  In  19^7 the f i r s t

i f r ic a n  trade union appeared in  Nakuru to be followed by th ree  o ther*
A

before the end o f  1952. The Government a t  the same time encouraged

~Aee below, pp .
2 ee below, p .

* >ee below, pp.

Vee below, pp.
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the formation o f s t a f f  a sso c ia tio n s  to coun terac t the tra d e s  unions, 1 

Traders a lso  began to form in to  a sso c ia tio n s  to  c o lle c t iv e  1/  safe* 

^uar. i "ci r  i n t e r e s t s , '  t f r i c i m  a lso  formed a sso c ia tio n s  to os t e r  

fo r  th e i r  le is u re :  sp o rts  a s so c ia tio n s , dancing c lu b s, debating

so c ie ty  and so  on,* A f r ic sn  mo men formed th e i r  own asso c ia tio n  to
L

prrxnote th f 'ir  p ro g ress , lu r in g  th is  period A fricans were intefrrmted 

in to  th e  m unicipal cystem. The Nakuru African />dvisoi7 -cu n c il which 

had i t s  o r ig in s  in  19^5 developed in to  a  flo u rish in g  in s t i tu t io n  

a t t r a c t in g  the  in te r e s t  o f many lo c a l re s id e n ts ,  ̂  The n e s t ou tstand­

ing  expression  o f the  emerging urban s p i r i t  vac the  Nakuru A frican 

dissociation which propagated the  ideology o f 'N akuruisa ' and sought 

to  persuade f r ic a n e  to  be lo y a l f i r s t  to  th e i r  p lace  of re s id en ce ,^  

ltot a t  the name time the t r lb a l ly - o r ie n ta te d  a a so c ia ttc o s  which had 

bad th e i r  o r ig in  in  the e a r l i e r  pe rio d  continued to  expand. The Luo 

era Aualufya t r l le s o e n  developed a sso c ia tio n s  a t  the clan* su b -tr ib a l*  

and t r i b a l  le v e le  which formed h ie ra rc h ie s  a t the  head of which stood

the  Luo Union and the »balidgra Welfare .jzooe la t io n .'7 The Kikuyu
a

C entral < & ociati n  a lso  continued i t s  existence. Other t r i t e a  began 

to  fo ra  th e i r  own t r ib a l  a s o o c ia t in s  during th is  p e rio d .

V ee  below, pp.
2
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.i22£r'lf f i t — K*u r*u th» Height Of the u r g e n c y  

111 October 1952 the Government declared a i t a t e  o f fmsrgeacy 

aa a  p re lim in ary  to th e i r  in te n s iv e  cmti»Kau Hau campaign. Meu Heu 

in  Nnkuru dominated the p o l i t i c a l  scene in  1952 and the f i r s t  h a lf  

o f 1953. The Kikuyu m il i ta n t  nesses ooctpled the  p o l i t i c a l  fore­

ground and dethroned the e s ta b lish e d  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e .  The in p ac t o f  

the ta te  o f i-oergcncy upon urban developments in  Nakuru* continued 

to  be s tro n g ly  f e l t  a t  le a s t  u n f i l  1955 when the  backbone o f  Mau Man 

re v o lt  was broken. The haergency brought d is ru p tio n  and d ec lin e .

P o l i t i c a l  o rg an ica tio n s  ceased to  e x is t  aa did tra d e s  unions. But 

even to ta l ly  n o n -p o li t ic a l  o rg a n isa tio n s  cane to  an end. This was 

the fa te  of t r a d e r s  a sso c ia tio n s*  the Nyanza . f r lc a n  Union* the Nakuru 

A frican Women a sso c ia tio n  and the  Nakuru A frican a sso c ia tio n . The

Nakuru A frican advisory council which had flo u rish ed  u n t i l  1952 

began to  d ec lin e  in  1953* ^ven some t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  r.vgpended o r 

recuced th e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .

'*• 1955-1960. ■■ Period of R«coT«rr

By the end of 1955 the ten se  atmosphere p re v a ilin g  in  the p re ­

vious Lnergency years had become more re laxed . In  th a t  y ear the 

Government allow ed the form ation o f  d i s t r i c t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  The 

sh o r t- liv e d  Nakuru A frican P rogressive  P arty  formed a t  the  end o f 1955 

was Nakuru* e A frican s ' f i r s t  a ttem pt to recover fro  a  the shock o f the

Emergency. The Nakuru Li s t r i c t  Congress formed in  195$ was more succese-
2

f u l .  I t  developed in to  an a c tiv e  and popular p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty .

Branches o f tra d e s  unions were e s ta b lish e d  or rev ived  during th is

*Cee below* pp. *

^ e e  below* C hapter Pour.



rce in te n d  f i t d  i t a

a c t i v i t i e s  rcprooen tinc the in te x e s ta  o f t b t  f r lc a n  ^  min te e  com-
2■ u n itj .  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  continued th e i r  axpansion. But the

Hftkuru A frican ..dvieory ouncil which became the  General «erd Council
«

continued to  d e c lin e . Cn the  whole* bovevor* the  lev e l o f urban 

a c t iv i ty  o f the  p re -o e rg en cy  p eriod  vaa n o t recap tu red .

5* .Th. j 'M W o w to r o f W i t t e .

The e a r ly  19&* up to  the y e a r  o f independence were years  com­

p le te ly  dominated 'ey the  p o l i t i c a l  r iv a lry  between th e  Kenya A frican 

n a tio n a l Imio (IUNU) and the Kenya A frican le n o c ra tio  Unioa (IU1U)» 

the two n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  In Nakuru in  p a r t ic u la r  the tension  

between the two branches was very s tro n g . With independence approaching* 

A fricans fo r  th e  f i r s t  t in e  s tru g g le d  fo r  tb s  c o n tro l of the  cen tre  

o f  power and domination in  the e x p lo ita tio n  of the  c o u n try 's  resou rces. 

P o l i t i c s  becaae a ll-p e rv a s iv e . P o l i t ic s  had p en e tra ted  a l l  o th e r spheres 

o f  urban i f e .  .I t  had a  p a r t ic u la r  a f fe c t  on t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  

which had h i th e r to  co -ex isted  w ith  n a tio n a l p o l i t i c s  w ithout g e ttin g  

too such invo lved . In the e a r ly  19& « t however* t r ib e s  as  each had 

s tak es  in  the outcome of the s tru g g le  fo r  power and the t r i b a l  a sso c i­

a tio n s  acted  a s  agents o f the re sp ec tiv e  p a r t ie s  which were b a s ic a lly  

t r i t e a  c o a l i t io n s .  The pervasiveness of n a tio n a l p o l i t i c s  transform ed 

in t e r - t r i b a l  r e la t io n s  and the e a r ly  1960s  w itnessed the in tro d u c tio n  

o f  what may be termed a s  t r i b a l  chauvinism in to  Kenya's l l f s . ^

 ̂ /ss below* pp.
2. ee below* p . 

below* pp.
L . .

: ee below* h a p te r  S ix . M. Tamaxkin* "T ribal a sso c ia tions*  t r ib a l
s o l id a r i ty  and t r i b a l  chauvinism in  a  Kenya town"* l a  J urns- p!
. T ricon  H is to ry , x iv , 2 (1973)• pp. 271-4.
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1 ho development o f  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  w ill  bo d e a lt  with 

f i r o t ,  n o t only because chronclo g ic a lly  they developed f i r s t*  but 

a lso  because lo g ic a l ly  the u rb an isa tio n  p rocess s ta r te d  a t  the 

t r i o a l  p o le .
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The only to  n*> i n . .  the i-re* hicb became Kenya had Kuo n 

p r io r  to  the advent of the B r i t i s h  ere the Aral coast* 1 to  ne.

The i ip a c t  o f  those, however, a ss  not f e l t  much Beyond th e i r  

in a ed ia te  h in te r la n d . For the  tribesmen of c e n tra l  and e a t era 

Kcryr* \ be came to  c o n s ti tu te  the  m ajority  of N ikuru 'a  fr ic a n  

p o p u la tio n , th e  urban phenomenon >an ne .  For the  tribesm en of 

thp  i n t e r io r ,  he liv ed  in  smell* meal#, face to  face s o c ie t ie s ,  

the im personal <junlity o f  urbnn l i f e  posed deny problems. I t  vea 

hard ly  su rp ris in g  th a t they were slow in  coning forward to  cooed.t 

them selves to  urban l i f e .  Many Kikuyu ho e re  forced by c i r c u s  

s tan ces  to leave th e ir  re se rv es  p re fe rre d , a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  the be­

g inning o f the  19^»* to  m ig ra te  to  the white Highlands a s  

l u& tters, r a th e r  than to  s e t t l e  in  to>na. • u a tt in g  enabled them 

to  p reserve  many a sp ec ts  o f t h e i r  t ra d it io n a l  l i f e *  For 6one 

time up-country tribesm en regarded to  ne as  e v il  p la ce s , ' here 

people lo o t t h e i r  t ra d it io n a l  customs and v ir tu e s .  When they d is ­

covered the economic p o te n tia l  o f wage earning in  the to  n s , they 

responded very cau tio u s ly , coming to  vork in  them fo r  sh o rt sp ells#  

fin ho employed about twenty Kikuyu in  191* *3 s ta te d  th a t

h is  employees ra re ly  worked fo r  him fo r more than t*t> months. 1

The A frican  population  o f  Nakuru g re  very alo l j  u n t i l  the 

la te  1930e . The f i r s t  A frican  population  e stim ate  da tes  took to

*P.R.O., CO 5M* 5 , Mntive L hour Comoiusion 191 -O, p#H7*
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191^.5 « #n i t  %** - out five  hundred. iiy 1919-  G i t  j«ae te  

• i6 h t hundred and by 19^6 to *  o thour*nd. Throughout auch of 

tho 19?Ci tho African p o pu la tion  averaged about thro* thouannd.

19*0 i t  had co n d d ereb ly  lncreaaed  to about e ig h t thousand.

In 1*^8 the popu la tion  census shewed th n t 1 ,8*5 African# liv ed  

in  N kuru . By the  tin e  the 196 cencu?. was held N kuru African 

popula tion  hod reached 50, l 89.1

The growth o f  the  A frican  popu la tion  depended lM g ely  on 

the er ononic development of the  to -n t th ic h  decided the denand for  

A frican lab o u r. The popu la tion  fig u res  fo r  the 1910e and 19?0e 

re f le c te d  the alow ra te  o f expansion o f Nkuru** econoegr, whereas 

thoae o f  the 19*>e re f le c te d  th e  s tag n a tio n  of the  depreeslon y e a rs . 

The (h s in ie tra tio n  and the lo c a l a u th o rity  rode e f f o r t s  to mein ta in  

a balance between a v a ila b le  neons o f liv e lih o o d  and the lumber o f 

f r ico n s  r e d d in g  i i  the town. T h is , as shown below, vae no t always 

p o ss ib le  to  a c h ie v e /

Iro n  the  p o in t o f  view o f  Afrieon se ttlem en t la  the town i t  

i s  Im portant to  no te  th a t  Nakuru vac not in  a " t r ib a l  a rea" , hakuru 

D is t r ic t  waa p a r t  e f  the white Highlands reserved fo r  European 

se ttlem en t. For A fricans, Nnkuru was a c e n tra l p o in t between the 

Kikuyu, Luo, Abahluhya and K alen jin  t r ib a l  re se rv e s . Up to a 

p o in t, however, the Xikuyu sq u a tte r*  in  hakuru d i s t r i c t  co n s titu ted  

a human h in U rla n d  favourable to  the Kikuyu re s id e n ts  of the town. 

But, a s  long an the  European farm ers vers th e re , free  coanunication 

and dealings b e t' sen the Klkigru o f  Kakum and the D is tr ic t  were

.............. ■'■■■■ ■■■■■ '■■■■ ' ................ - ..................■■■■■..............

l K  Tanurkin, "T rib a l / so o c ia tio n n , T ribal S o lid a r ity  and T ribal
Chauvinist8 in  a  K#f* tt W ’* ^ V , 2
(1973), p .*58. 2 *

2 .* ee below.



soa«what haustrung.

2a the e a r ly  1 9 the Luo, -Uulufaya end K alenjin  w«r«

the nal n t r i b a l  groups l a  Kukuru.J 2a 1926 the m ajo rity  o f  up-

country trib o saen  in  tho town wore Kavirondo, th a t  i s  Luo and
2

^beluhya. Th* Kikuyu e s ta b lish e d  th e i r  num erical su p e rio rity  

during tho 19*iC«* ocording to  tho 1968 census tho Kikuyu naounted 

fo r  about ^2 °/o  o f H«kuru*e f r ic a a  popu la tion , followed by about 

15°/o ■ baiuhya and 10°/o Luo, M igration of »  u a t to ra  in to  tho 

town was la rg e ly  resp o n sib le  fo r  th is*  ; out p u t tho proportion

o f oa^s.-uatto rs among h-.kuru'e Kikuyu population  by tho I s  to  19tCs
o ka s  high so kO /o* N. kuru , as  w all a s  o th o r townships in  th s  

d i s t r i c t ,  a t t r a c te d  many of tho a u a tte ro  who wuro evicted from 

Liunopoan fa ra a . O thers, n a in ly  young, second-generation t '  u a tto ra , 

probably l o f t  o f th e i r  o*n accord  end s e t t le d  in  tho town which 

ty then was regarded as a  b e t te r  proposition*  In  196^, over twenty- 

f iv e  Kenyan t r i b id  groups were rep resen ted  in  Ntkuru* uy then, 

th e re  wore 12*927 in  the  town follow ed by 6,2^2 end 5 ,9 & . lin y  

were followed ly  the K alenjin  w ith  1,127, the Kanba with 792 

and the  K ia ii w ith  3^1 *^ In  a d d itio n  th e re  were non-Kenya A fricans 

na in ly  from Uganda and Trnganyika* The th ree  la rg e s t  t r i b a l  groups 

accounted fo r  about 66°/o o f Makuru'* A frican  popu la t io n  in  19M

^Interviews t ,  hatoyb,

KN /Hi) It, 1926, p*<u

' —iSt A frican Population  Census 19^6, Wfskuni i i s t r i c t  fr ico n  
P opulaticn  a t  Main T ribes o f lo c a tio n s .

^Interview s S . Nbote, W. Wnoagata, J* Vanyoike.

* !•#  below*

^K«nya Population Census 19(2, Ti*blee Vol* I I ,  p.1^7*
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and for about 85°/o of it in 1962.

Early African Settlement in Nakuru - the oomali and Swahili 
Communities

Earlier patterns of African settlement in Nakuru are less 
clear. The early African settlers in Nakuru were mainly Moslems, 
from the Coast, Tanganyika and Somaliland. The story of the 
Somali community is of particular interest because it remained 
throughout a defined and exclusive group within the African popu­
lation in Nakuru. Most of Nakuru1 s Somalis originated from British 
Somaliland and were members of the Ishak Moslem religious community. 
Some of them settled in Nakuru as early as the first decade of the 
century. Among these were those who had come to Kenya as soldiers 
and chose to settle in the country after completing their serviee.1 
Similar communities existed in most of the Rift Valley Province 
townships. They were all connected to the complex network of the 
livestock trade which extended to the northern frontiers of Kenya.
In Nakuru they had a cattle boma to keep their stock. In 1910
three oomalis were involved in a court case in connection with a

2permit tomove over a thousand sheep from Nakuru to Naivasha.
European stock owners, jealous of the Somalis* prĉ pticus 

trade, tried to undermine their position. In 1931 the D... stated 
that it was, in the i.dmini strati on's view, necessary to limit the 
number of Somalis residing in Nakuru. The Municipal Board, of which

K̂NA/D.C./Nku/dep. 2/278, Nakuru bomalis to P .C .,  R.V.P., l*t.7.195̂ » 

2e.a.s., 2.4.1910.

3E .a.S . ,  26 .3 .1932, p .3 4 .



bm wan the chairm an, approved h ie  ruggeatloB th a t  location p lo ts  

fo r  -em ails  should bo U n ite d  to  t h i r ty . 1 In 1959 the nunber 

o f  U re s to ck  perm itted  to  bo k ep t in  the -em ail boas was fixed  

o t fo u r hundred sheep and g o a ts  and a hundred cove and ca lv es ,"  

la  19^6 re p re se n ta tio n s  -ere cade by u ropcm  farm ers to the 

Government to  remove a l l  c a t t l a  from tfckuru D is t r ic t  townships*"

By January 19**? th e  Municipal Board had again r e s t r i c te d  the 

number o f  l iv e s to c k  allowed w ith in  the m unicipal boundaries.

In 19**9 the p re s su re s  o f  European s e t t l e r s  a t  l a s t  brought re­

su lts*  L e g is la tio n  in  th e  L e g is la tiv e  Council and Nricuru M unicipal 

Board made p o s s ib le  the  to ta l  em d i ca tio n  o f c a t t l e  breeding in  

the  tovn*^

This vas a serious blow to  Nnkuru'e Somali community* T heir 

economic p o s it io n  worsened considerab ly  when in  the second h a lf  

o f  the 195G» th e  *omali Location was demolished*^ omall house 

owners l e s t  t h e i r  income from re n tin g  rooms, when they moved to  

the  nev houses b u i l t  fo r  them by the Municipal C ouncil, they could 

hard ly  a ffo rd  to  l iv e  in  then* '

In  Kakuru the  em ails had th e i r  own Headman who acted  as  a  

l in k  between then  and th e  d a in ia tr a t io n .  This amounted to  the

****, Hakuru Municipal Board m eeting, 9.9* 1931. ( Minutes)
2
' KN /Hakuru M unicipal Board, Uorks and H ealth ub-Conmittee
m eeting, 9-8.1939# ( Minutes)

K̂H ./UlnD, 19W , P.X2.
4
mKA/Jfric a n  Location 19**6-8, Works superintendent to heikh 
Musa H ussein, 1*11*19^?.

5m , V » U ,  19*9.

2 9 .f*.1951*, P .2 .

7* -^ t 1 8 .IX .1959, p .5 .



recogn ition  th a t  the o w ’ I b former? B d is t in c t  eocanmlty. The 

^o«nll Ishnk community in  fokuru , and in  Kenya an n whole, wan 

engaged in  a long a t  n ig g le  w ith the d m ln ls tra tio n  over th e i r  

r a c ia l  s ta tu e . They p e r s is te n t ly  urged the Gove m e a t  to  receg- 

nl?n  then an A sians, In 1921 the  a e o d a tio n  o f  the o n a lla  in  

G llg ll  and th e  surrounding d i s t r i c t  refused  to  ab ide by the 

to an .d e  law which van appliad  to  then. I t  dec la red : "toe do

not understand why the Government c laaa u* with the  P atlvee  of 

f r ie s ?  Hew w ill  I t  s u i t  any one to  be placed in  the aama footing 

o f  low r a c e s . I n  1931 the Somalia threatened  to  atop paying 

taxes un less  regarded an e la n s . ‘ In the  same y e a r a  p e t i t io n  

ty  the Iehflk community in  B r i t is h  lo c a l H and cooplalned about the

c la s s i f ic a t io n  o f Somalia in  Kenya aa A fricans. I t  claimad th a tw

they were descendants o f  heikh >asak Bin hoed and conse uen tly  

were n o t f r lc a n s .  In 193® th e  sec re ta ry  o f M a te  fo r  Colonies 

refused  a re q u e s t from the  Kenya Ishnk coaran lty  not to  be con­

s id ered  N atives o f A frica , and th a t they be excluded from the
lx

N ative u th o r i ty  Ordinance 1937. Nnkuru om slls reac ted  by re­

fue l ng to  pay Non-Native P o ll Tax a t  a r a te  o f h#. «X>/- which waa 

the r a te  fo r  “o th e r  non-W ativee". They m aintained th a t  they were 

o f i s i  An o r ig in  and th e re fo re  e n t i t le d  to  pay according to  the 

~hs. 30/- r a t e .^  When in  19**3 * heikh Musa Hussein complained th a t ,  

as e lan s  the l email* had no re p re se n ta tiv e  on the  Municipal Board, 1

1;; o. j . i 2. i 9? i ,  p .e .

21 .* , 10 .10.1931, p .20.

3K J .  17.1.1931, f.M6.

V ju  1 3 . 5 . 19 7 8 , p.2 7 .

5k* 7 Ho. ji 19 3 8 , p .5.



the Beard e ta  tad  th a t tba  Somalia » tr t t accord la g  to  tha Local 

^ovemmaot Ordinance 19*: 8, n a tiv e s  of A frica , and raaolvad to

in co rp o ra te  the Somali Location l a  the Native Location . 1

Nafcuru Comalie p re fe rre d  to  id e n tity  tham selves with the 

« o a ll lo c a l Arab community. The t>o communities combined to

s e ta h lia h  a Moslem school and used to  g e t toge ther on so c ia l
2

occasion*. Ihe Somalie thus segregated  themselvee and were urn* 

involved in  developments in  the  A frican s e c to r . Their fa i lu re  to 

p reven t the dem olition  o f th e i r  Location was la rg e ly  due to  th e ir  

in a b i l i ty  to  m obilize . f r ic a n  support, Bondeni Location was "saved” 

a t  the same time a s  a r e s u l t  o f  s  concerted f r ic a n  p resau re . m 

Independence approached end Asian s ta tu s  as  lo s in g  l t a  appeal the  

^em ails »ere fo rced  to  red e fin e  them selves s s  A frican s.

In  the co n tex t o f A frican u rb an iza tio n , the -om alia came to  

Nakuru a s  s e t t l e r s .  They brought th e i r  fam ilie s  and reared th e i r  

ch ild ren  in  the  to  n which they regarded oa th e i r  home. One ex* 

p resa io n  of commitment to  urban l i f e  was ownership o f p lo ts  in  town.

The f i r s t  p lo ts  were g iven  to ^ o so lis  in  1916 under Xumpomiy Oocupa-
b

tio n  L icence. They developed the  p lo ts  and became p a r t  o f  the 

« fr ican  lan d lo rd  group. They l iv e d  on th e i r  p lo t s  u n t i l  they were 

demolished.

The o th e r  group o f ea r ly  . f r ic a n  a e t t i e r s  in  Nakuru was lo se  

defined in  teiwo o f  o r ig in . I t  was in s te ad  a m ixture of i fn e o n s

■ -  ■ ■■........................... ............................. —  ..............................■ .  ...................  ............................ —  ■

1KN , N Jcuru Municipal hoard m seting , 29.9«19*0* ( Minutes)

2U e ,  18.9 .1936, p.30» 2 6 .2 .W P , p .22.

'’:>•* belov. ln t ,c v l,« t  i.i^C Juka.
L

KN y . . ‘-./Nku/dep• • VZQ*, o o a li Community to  Municipal Council, 1923*
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f ro s  d if f e r e n t  t r ib e s  end c o u n trie s  vho were to  merge to  fo ra  tbe 

lo c a l b a h i l i  ccomunity. nucleus o f th is  group ro n d o  ted

■ d u ly , i t  seeme, o f fr ie s* *  who o rig in s  ted from tbe  co so t, Tbo- 

g w y ik a  end Uganda. They f i l t e r e d  through up-country Kenya along 

the railw ay l in e  lend ing  to  Uganda and were sat t ie d  in  Nakuru during 

the f i r e t  doc (dee o f  tb e  cen tu ry . They vera n o a tly  Hoeleaa. They 

were the f i r s t  group o f  * f r ic a n e  proper to  eat t i e  permanently in  

Mrkuru. teen befo re  th e  f i r e t  World War they had evolved the  

Hokum A frican f eeleo  oeesmnity popularly  known a s  the -w ah ili 

conmunity.

They vere  seen jo in ed  by up-country tr ib e  sown whs bed s e v e r d /  

l in k s  with t h e i r  t r i b a l  homes and had committed themselves to  urban 

l i f e .  The la rg e s t  group o f  tb e  e a r ly  up-country converts to  I s le s  

was th a t  o f women from the K alen jin  group. Most o f  then were p r o s t i ­

tu te s  who l a t e r  Invested  th e i r  c a p i ta l  in  p lo ts  and houses which 

they ren ted . Thus they acquired  th e  second a t t r ib u te ,  besides I r in a ,  

c h a ra c te r is in g  moot netsbers o f  the >vehlli coareunltlse, namely house- 

ovcerKhip. There vera a lso  odd J  tricana from o th e r  t r ib e s  who jo ined  

the  v a h ili  community in  i t s  e a r ly  days. lu rin g  the 1930s  an in ­

creasing  number o f  Kikuyu began to  convert to I s ls n  thus jo in in g  

the fw sb ill community. fly the 19*»Ge, i f  n o t e a r l i e r ,  up-country 

t r ib e  seen formed the  bulk o f th e  U nurn  -v a h il i  community. Wtnomg 

them the  Kikuyu were the la rg e s t  group, -urlng  the  l a te  19^0m and 

e a r ly  1990s th e  most prominent i w ahill in  Wakuru was Nasor Kahero, 

a Kikuyu who van m arried to  a ttiluhya -onun.

‘‘‘In te rv ie w  . viija Chemve, sumani iddi, H .- .-h i  r a j .  

' Interview: Cbemw-e.
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•tony o f  the  up-country t r i t e ease who Joined the Swahili 

rur^ico  ou tside  th e ir  t r ib e .  .. fe« e w p l e s  mgr help  ap p rec ia tio n

o f  the  nixed n a tu re  o f hakuru1* * v ah ili co en rn ity . la  19<*$ wo 

le e rn  th a t  Ifchonod bin - a l i a '*  peronte  were U itu, th a t Kajabu'e

Ihe fa th e r  of Mohaaed . h ir^ J  van a IJy&m.eri and the no ther a 

K asai. They moved to  N.'ikuru fro n  another L la t r io t  township in  the 

la te  193G • In 19̂ 6 Z&kioh »chaced was tlx y e a rs  o ld , having an 
in  t  t r e e  tin g  o r ig in ,  h e r  g ran d fa th e r cane fron feufegascar, her 

grandmother fron  the  Belgian <~ongo aae her mother waa bora in  

Nakuru here she had liv e d  ev er s in ce . - 4 >

The development o f  the aw ah ili community *aa an in te re s t in g  

phenomenon. I t  developed around a  nucleus o f a  rnrVl A frican Mo»- 

le a  community co n a ia tin g  n o c tly  o f  non-up-country tribesm en. I t  

*aa s ig n if ic a n t  th a t  the e a r l i e s t  la y e r  o f . . f r i c a n  n e t H ere  in  

Nakuru waa H oalea. The up-country tribesm en did no t s e t t l e  permanent­

ly  in  the town in  the e a r ly  s ta g e s  o f  i t a  uevolopment, because h ie  

whole ex isten ce  revolved around h ie  t r i b a l  hone ana h is  t r i b a l  s o c ia l  

s tru c tu re  and custom -. fay s e t t l in g  in  the im personal nod n ixed 

urban environnant he lo s t  the only so c ia l frame o f reference he 

knew* In ina  an a u n iv e rs a lis  t i c  re lig io n  affo rded  i t a  adherents 

a much wider range o f choices and freedom o f novoaent. In a d d itio n , 

the e a r ly  -w o h ili s e t t l e r s  seen to  have had urban experience p r io r
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to t h f i r  -citlem ent In  N/Jcuru. Tor than i t  wan a choice between 

faw urban p o s s ib i l i t ie s *

»M la i t  may be argued th a t  up-country tribesm en converted 

to Atl -Oi ..(cause i t  o ffered  than a  b a t te r  understanding of urban l i f e ,  

i t  seems th a t the coamwinlty acpcct of l i l w  in  liakuru wan i t o  big­

g e s t a t t r a c t io n .  -hen the e a r l /  up-country tribesm en cone to  l iv e  

in  h. kuru the Sw ahili was the only organised end a cc e ss ib le  A frican 

community in  the  town. Those who cent to  town fo r  sh o rt periods 

faced few problem s. ihey ware s t i l l  p a r t  and p a rc e l of th e i r  t r i b a l  

so c ie ty  in to  which they ware soon to  be r e - in  te c  ra te d . But there 

were those who chon# to  l i r e  p m u m t l j  in  the to~n. /U  though 

th e i r  t r ib a l  o r ig in  s t i l l  had nooning fo r  then in  a general sense, 

they could n o t re ly  on th e ir  t r i b a l  so c ia l u n it  fo r  m a te ria l or 

moral support* The t r ib e  *as n o t a  well e s tab lish ed  urban category 

and tribesm en l iv in g  in  the town were slow to develop e ffe c tiv e  

o rg an iza tio n s  fo r  mutual help* The A tf lQ i  eacnunity  o ffered  

A fricans who jo in ed  i t  m a te ria l help  in  tin e  of need, in  a  s i tu a t io n  

in  which they wore l e f t  to  fend fo r  thwmcelves. Furtherm ore, i t  

could o f f e r  them n sense o f s e c u r i ty ,  f a m il ia r i ty  and intim acy which 

they had l e f t  behind in  th e i r  t r i b a l  so c ie ty . A Kasai woman who 

converted to  Islam  in  the 19,50s s ta te d  th a t  she d id  so bccauue oht 

wan lo n e ly  end thought she would be helped by the  a h i l i  community 

i f  she vac In  tro u b le .^  I t  i s  im portant to  n o te , in  th is  re sp e c t, 

th a t  th e re  were very feu  Luo converts  to Islam in  Nokuru. The Luo 

an shown above ex h ib ited  a s trong  sense o f  s o l id a r i ty  and l a t e r  * 1

1 In terv iew i aloha b in t i  Lemtu.

—
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developed the most e ffe c t iv e  network o f so c ia l a sso c ia tio n s  to

look a f t e r  tribesm en re s id in g  in  the to>n.

The s ta tu s  o f the ft\ a h i l l  as  a coaauaity  v ss  fu r th e r  unhaaoed 

by the .< c a in io tro tlo f i 'a  re c o g n itio n . The appointment of a  hc*dmnn 

o f  the £ v a h ili consunlty  fron a t  le a s t  as ea rly  oe 1933 *as ig n i-  

f lc a a t  in  th i s  r e s p e c t . ' .h e r i f  bdulla  bin Hannah, the a h i l l  

headman, acted  ae l ia is o n  between h ie  community and the »- o in ia t r s t io n .  

He was a lso  th e  r e g i s t r a r  fo r  Moslem sa r r la g e s .

The Sw ahili ccawunity d id  n o t, however, a t t r a c t  a l l  th a t many 

t f r ic a n c  in  Nnkuru. 11 i t s  peak during the  19*»t* i t  does n o t teem 

to  have exceeded two hundred. 1  though th e  b ia h i l i  wan the f i r s t

u rbanised  A frican community, Islam  did n o t become the re lig io n  o f 

the  A frican townsmen. -von though there i s  te c h n ic a lly  no r a c ia l  

d isc rim in a tio n  o r  r a c ia l  seg rega tion  in  Islam , few < frlcan u  were 

induced to  jo in  i t .

Free the  ea r ly  19^0e f r ic a n  tribesm en be^an to  organize them- 

se lves in  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  which aimed to p rovide s im ila r  so c ia l 

co n d itio n s  and f a c i l i t i e s  ae d id  the  * v a h ii i  community. T ribal 

a sso c ia tio n s  became- ex tensions o f the re sp ec tiv e  t r ib a l  u n i ts .

Although as conm unitiee, the e a r ly  t r i b a l  a& eociations were c e r ta in ly  

weaker than the Swahili community, even trlb ecn en  who decide! to 

l iv e  permanently in  the town d id  no t have to look fo r  a nc* id e n t i ty .  

The proxim ity o f  N<huru to  moat t r i b a l  re se rv e s , allowing re la t iv e ly  

easy coom uaication between the town and the hone a re a , enabled 

A fricans to  s t ic k  to  th e i r  t r i b a l  id e n t i ty .

I s le s ,  a s  seen oy Nnkuru fr ican * , su ffe red  tram an unfavour­

ab le  image. The lo c a l h v a h ili community was la rg e ly  composed of

19^ » | 1935, p .6t 1937, p .6| 1939, P .7 .
KK-/D.C/lkiv/<l«p..yloG, Inspector Police Hokum to . . .f. M m N, 
10*2.1944.



" lev  c lacs"  Tricorns with n low standard o f  Wvatern education a t 

cc;,t. ihc fa c t  th a t  many * *> u h i l i  wore bouae-o. n«r« did not 

change tha iiK g t, becuuoo th«y ware not re a l ly  prosperous. Islam 

c e r ta in ly  did not hare  the aura o f p ro g ress, nodern ity  and bvstarn - 

ic a  h ich  ^ h r lo t ia n ity  had* The ;.<- ?!h i l l  conmuni ty  d id  not o f fe r  

the ed u ce ticn a l f a c i l i t i e s  which /Ifrlcaiu. r e ^ r d e d  as the key to 

p ro g ress . The only Moslem school was confined to  rabe and . emails* 

educated f r lc a n s , in  p a r t ic u la r ,  were not a t t r a c te d  by the ... s h i l l  

brand o f  u rban ian . In ad d itio n  the SucJiili coosauaity developed no 

sdasionazy se a l and seems ra th e r  to  have responded to  the co n v e rts ' 

in i t ia t iv e *

Conversion to  I s le s  declined  in  the 1950s* In fa c t  there  i s  

none evidence o f  "de—v a h iliz a tio n "  in  the la te  19*»Cs and there­

a fte r*  This -»aus a cy-product o f  the  c trengthening o f t r i b a l  iden­

t i t y  in  the town* Then even mesbere of the Sw ahili community be­

gan to  express th e i r  Id e n ti ty  a s  tribesm an. K alen jin  voata jo ined 

the  Nandi and K ipaig ie Union. 1 The p res id en t o f the i i i f t  Valley 

gibuyu Union f r o s  19^6 to  1952 was Naeor Kohero, the prominent 

iw a h il l ,  as was ano ther conm ittee raomtor, aallmu h a r ifu . #.ven 

Mohamad h i r a j  whose fa th e r  was a fyyanvezl jo ined  the Tanganyika 

Brotherhood r a th e r  than the  «f r ic a n  Muslim Union. In 19^6 there  

was aooe tension  between the b t a h l l i  and iuo  communities. The 

In sp ec to r o f P o lice  who went in to  the  m atte r offered h is  view o f

^ In te rv iev i /d i ja h  Chemwe.

*N*b. . * 0 . / , f i d f t  Valley A zik x ju  Union m ee tin g  ^8. ’ . 1 9 ^ . (M inutes) 

^Interview * M...*£>hiraj



th# ciuM  o f th in  tension : HI th ink  i t  i t  p a r t ly  duo to  the  fa c t

th a t booo o f the so -c a lle d  S a h i l l  aro nohana deni zed ^Tic7  r ikuyu 

whoa# cqpqaathloa aro  with tho tfakikuyu and in  view o f  a roc on t  

tro u b le  in  H&kuru bet sen Kikuyu and Luo aro probably  trying to 

a t i r  up sons f i t i n o . ’ 1 .u r in g  the p o l i t i c a l  s tru g g le  botwoon 

K WO and K 00 in  tho e a r ly  1960c , tho d lv ia io n  among tho £■ a h i l ia  

vna on t r i b a l  l ln a e .  K alenjin  and ; baluhya .o n to  supported K DO 

and tho Kikuyu fo lio  od K HI*. The growing t r i b a l  id e n t i ty  r.ong 

tho - tA h il ia  tended to weaken th o ir  eonao of coianunlty. I t  la  

s ig n if ic a n t  th a t  only tw en ty -four declared thenselvea  fiwohill 1a 

tho 196? po p u la tio n  census.

I ^ r J r & k k  R L J&  ' / i k . .jM s lL & m

Host o f tho up-country tribesm en, ho cone to  Nnkuru in  tho 

f i r e t  two decoder: o f the cen tu ry , regarded t vr i r  l i f e  in  tovn *e 

a temporary adven ture. In terras o f th o ir  economic and n o d a l  in ­

te r e s ts  they vcre to ta l ly  committed to th e i r  t r i b a l  hone. . a such 

a s  they must have been bew ildered by th o ir  experience in  the tovn, 

lack  o f cocndtment to i t  obviated  tho nocoaeity  to  form ally organize 

themselves in  urban a s s o c ia tio n s . There l a  l i t t l e  doubt, h o o v e r , 

th a t  so c ia l  l i f e  o f  these  ab o rt-te rm  migrant* revolved  around the 

focua o f  the t r i b e .  Thia was a n a tu ra l response to a  m u lt i- t r ib a l  

s i tu a t io n .  Kenya up-country t r i b e s  were mostly segmentary and 

dece n tra l is e d .  Because o f  p a u c ity  o f  members o f  the  aam ll-sca le  

immediate k in sh ip  group in  the tovn , there  vas a general tendoney

Hot‘ A*C/Wcu, d e p .; : / l6C, In sp ec to r P o lice  to  .~ . P . , 1 C.Z. 19^3. 

In terview : K. « :h i r a j ,  I.Kanyue, J .  rap . nng, d lja h  Chen' S.

Kenya P opulation  Census 196.', T ab les, Vol. I I ,  p.1^7*

ee below,
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W . i.£cciat« v ith  people o f th e  u m  breed l in g u is t ic  and c u ltu ra l  

gn-up such an the Luo, the Br n tu  o f  North Kavirondo and the N ilo- 

H aniU c c lu s te r  o f the R if t  V alley Province. 1 W ithin th is  general

f r : : c  or*« h° L<> w ,  th e re  was alvaye a p re fe ren ce  fo r  the s u b - tr ib a l 

o r  c lan  groups.

I t  tocK ooae tin e  before th i s  n a tu ra l response began to ex— 

p re ss  i t s e l f  in s t i tu t io n a l ly .  tte n tio n  should be f i r s t  focused on 

t h t  'baluhye and the Luo who ware to  evolve the moot e labo rate  n o t-  

tc ik  o f t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s . T rib a l a sso c ia tio n s  began to develop 

■•hen d esp ite  the  rap id  human tu rn —over the t r i b e l  presence in  the 

town became n more continuous phenomenon. There were those, as e a r ly  

as  the I t  to 1910s  and the  19^0s, who, while no t detaching themselves 

fro a  t h e i r  t r i b a l  s o c ie t ie s ,  began to  regard th e i r  U fe  in  town &* 

a longer-term  v en tu re . Moet, i f  no t a l l  o f  them, had th e ir  .Iv es  

and ch ild ren  in  the t r i b a l  re se rv e . The reserve  and the town were 

two acpecta o f  t h e i r  economic and so c ia l e x is te n c e . This omoll minor- 

i t y  o f e a r ly  s ta b le  A frican resident*.- formed a nucleus which o ffered  

im elem ent o f c o n tin u ity  to  the o therw ise highly f lu id  human environ­

ment.

I t  v«e around those who stayed  in  K kuru fo r  a few years or 

more th a t  t r i b e l  urban communities began to  evolve. This re la t iv e ly  

s ta b le  element f e l t  more s tro n g ly  the need to re g u la r is e  and in ­

s t i t u t i o n a l !  ir* the  in h eren t s o l id a r i ty  o f the re sp ec tiv e  t r i b a l  gro\q>e. 

In  f a c t ,  i t  was th is  clement which p re c ip ita te d  the  advent o f t r ib a l  

a s so c ia tio n s .

^The ft*ntu of North Kavirondo l a t e r  oc wired the c o lle c t iv e  name 
r bnluhya and th e  N ilo-H r/«itic croup  vac to  be c a lle d  K alenjin .



ft*  Mtf,

I te r *  t a  avldonc* th a t l a  1918 the pacpla tram  T l r lk l

lo c a tio n  in  North Kavirondo had an a sso c ia tio n  o r  a t  la a a t  a  

com rittco . Thia was the  f i r s t  knu a  t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n  in  Nakuru. 

The a sso c ia tio n  wee jo ined  by people fro*  bunyore Location vho were

represen ted  on the committee. The people fro* bungs and KLea 

Locations, on the o th e r hand, s taged  out although they d id  no t 

have a sso c ia tio n s  o f th e i r  own* The .baluhya t; up e r - t r ib e  con­

s is te d  o f some sever.teen s u b - tr ib e s . hot a l l  o f than had common

cue to ts  and some even spoke m utually  u n in te l l ig ib le  Bantu d ia le c ts .  

There vere among than t r ib e s  who ware both t r a d i t io n a l  a l l i e s  and 

eneoiee. The concept o f  Lontu huvirondo a s  one t r ib e  was non­

e x is te n t  a t  th a t  tim e. The p re fe ren ce  under these circum stances 

was to  o rgan ise  on the basic  o f the su b -tr ib e  which waa a core 

fa m ilia r  s o c ia l  and c u ltu ra l  u n i t .  The f a c t  th a t  a t  th a t ea rly  

s tag e  th e re  were n o t enough meabero o f a  mingle t r ib e  to guarantee 

a v ia b le  a sso c ia tio n  acted  aa un indue ament to merge with o th e r 

s u b - tr ib e s  belonging to  the broad l in g u is t ic ,  c u l tu ra l  category .

The f i r c t  a tep  in  th ia  d ire c tio n  was taken by the ^ b & tlr ik l .<ho 

jo ined  with th e  people o f  bunyore, th e i r  t r a d i t io n a l  f r ie n d s . The 

c o a n itte a  n e t only  hen the need arose anu d e a lt ,  a p p a r e n t^  f

mainly with a r b i t r a t in g  between bP ecabere in  caaas in  which women
3

were invo lved . 1

1 In terv iew  i J .  . y h in u lij ^ sh in u li came to  Ncdturu in  1918 and 
found the a sso c ia tio n  in  ex is ten c e .

‘ The name rbeluhys aa a c o lle c t iv e  name fo r  the Worth Kavirondo 
Bantu f i r s t  appeared in  1935 bu t d id  not cone in to  general use 
u n t i l  the  l a t e  19*fCo# £oe J .  Lonsdale, Western Eony-*- under Col­
o n ic  Lule ( d r a f t ) ,  p.399* *'or the sake o f s im p lic ity  the asms
Abaluhya w ill be used fo r  the e a r l i e r  period ae v a i l .

^ In terv iew : J .  L sh iau ll.
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Tbn%  WM * * *  o r thereabou t la  N.kuru a  committee ^hich 

Included a w ider re p re se n ta tio n  o f the boluhya rs a id a n ts  o f 

tokuru . I t  included  re p re se n ta tiv e s  of s ix  eu b -tr lb e o  whieh accounted 

fo r  a» « t -baluhya In H'Jcum, and was k n o n  ae th e  Kakamega P eo p le 'a 

.o a n d tte e ."  Thia committee repreoented a d e f in i te  widening o f the  

scope o f bnluhya Id e n tity  and s o l id a r i ty .  I ig n if ic a n t ly  the con. 

rc ittee  o f the  T ir ik i  continued i t s  separa te  ex isten ce  provii*; th a t  

the p re fe ren ce  fo r  the no re fa m ilia r  group waa aa strong  a s  ever.

The - th e r  lo c a tio n s  did no t evolve lo ca tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  u n til

la te r*  ^ ..c ir  re p re se n ta tiv e s  on the JUkaaegn P eo p le 's  Committee 

acted  as  lia in o n  with t h e i r  e u b - tr ib a l groups.

The membership o f the Kakamege People '^  Committee p o in ts  to  

the v i t a l  ro le  played by thoce committed to  a long s tay  in  the tov«f 

in  the development of t r i b a l  association® . A ll the e ig h t kno^n 

Bombers o f the coun it tee  during the 19?0a o r the e a r ly  1930s resided  

in  K kuru fo r veiy  long p e rio d s . The committee members were mostly 

uneducated fcoihg employed in  u n sk ille d  Jobe. Only t*o of them 

occupied the p re s tig io u s  Job o f o fficen ien sen g er.

I t  would be wrong to  th ink  o f  these t*o a sso c ia tio n s  o r  com. 

m itteca  in  term s o f  Weatorn, formal o rg a n !ra tio n s . The concept o f 

f o r m l m entorship in  an a s s o c ia tio n , of proper e le c t io n s  o f  com. 

m itteee  o r  o f f ic e  ho ldero , o r o f  reg u la r committee n ee tin g r var 

fo re ig n  to  the -baluhya tribesm en o f Hokum a t th a t  pe rio d . These 

were the beginnlngc o f t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  and much o f the work o f

Interview: Me toy a j the cub-tribes were: «inga, T inki,
Bunyore, Kartuam , Haragoli And Ieukhn.

In te rv ie v t f ,  Katoya.
2



the e o s s i t te e s v<ao c a rried  out i o f o n e l l j  mid on u  ric*lhoc ^ * l e»

The a sso c ia tio n s  a t  th a t  e a r i j  s tage  began to  f a c t i o n  a  w elfare

or;; n ir a t io n s .  By pooling th e  meagre re^ourcee o f  th e ir  f e l lo e  

tribesmen they t r i e d  to  a s s i s t  th o u  in  sued, I l* y  trio d  to  

o n e ie t mesbers who g o t involved with the a u th o r i t ie s  or thoae .ho 

caae to  town seeking woik. th e y  organized b u r ia ls  o f  f e l lo e  t r i b e s ,  

oen who died in  tovn. fu r th e r  v i t a l  func tion  which they p e i^

formed m s  a rb i t r a t io n  between even here on the b a s is  o f the c u a ts s -  

a jy  law,

l>34f th e re  was a c p l i t  in  Mskuru's Vbaluhya lcasu a lty , 

f to s  about f^arch 1936 th e re  vos on the one hand a  Keksaegc-Kartigoll- 

l i r l k l  s ro c in tio n  (K. K . I , )• t  the ease tin e  th e re  was another

a re o c ia tio n  which the D.C, c a l le d  the North Kavirondo Barsze 

( ! • ! • £ , ) ,  Thte p re s id e n t of the  baraza was a Kvrsnga nosed Juoa 

bln H a ji, I t  i s  ic ^ l ie d  in  a re p o rt th a t p r io r  to the  s p l i t

the North Kavirondo Beraz* covered the bslu  w couam ity  a s  s  whole, 

and th a t  the people  vho formed the  o th e r a sso c ia tio n  were nor p re­

pared to  accep t the lead ersh ip  o f  s  Hwangu*1 I t  sees* l ik e ly  th a t  

the aove by th e  Kirkaaega—sia ro g o ii-T liik i in  N:dcuru > us in  p l ie d  from 

N airobi where the  North Kavi rondo coo e la t io n  was c o n tro lled  by the 

Kskasega people.

In  fa c t the  K.M.T* « <eo e la t io n  included people fro s  l ib r a e  

and Bunyore lo c a t io n s . I t  rep resen ted  those o r ig in a tin g  from areas  

co n tro lled  by e ig h t ch iefs,*  The N.K.B, embraced people f ro s  wsnga

^KN / ’b .c y lk u /d e p ..y i9 2 # L .d . to  *g. P ,b , t 6 .7 .1937.
•* *' -  v

K* /b.C/Mcu,/ dept.* ,/ ‘19<-t h ep reoen ta tives o f North Kavi rondo Chiefs 
to  -J.C., ^3 .11.1936, Six o f th ese  C hiefr were, n d an i, K lrln u l, 
Hununif n g o rio , -o re  and Odangu, In terview : Lm Ms toy a.



Karans, Butnotso, U u t anla and Buayala lo c a tio n s . I t  M « u  

th a t tha  d iv is io n  la rg e ly  re f  la c  tad t r a d it io n a l  groupings o f sub* 

t r ib a s  in  tha  re se rv e . Tha nucleus of tha N.JC.B. co n sisted  o f tha  

bangs, Herons, Butsotso and Kiaa with tha Wongs p laying  a c e n tra l 

ro le .  Theca fou r su b -tr ib e s  had a cotsaon nana, Vananda o r i bananda, 

in d ic a tin g  a coanoa o r ig in . They wars on fr ie n d ly  ta rn s . Tha 

Kakamega, M arsgoli and l l r l k i  wara a lso  t r a d i t io n a l  a l l i e c . J I t  

a lso  co incided  with tha  geographical p o s itio n  o f  these  groups in  

the re  se rv e . Tha su b -tr ib a a  o f  tha K.M.T. , m o c ia tia n  occupied 

tha -ou th  ia s  ta rn  p a r t  o f  tha i beluhya raoarva, whereas tha o th er 

group occupied tha lo ca tio n s  around Wangs in  tha cen tra  and west 

o f  North Kavirondo.

Tha apparen t cause o f the d iv is io n  wan in  the  ju d ic ia l  function  

o f  the coanoa i baluhya c o n n itte e . Before 1936 tha p ra c tic e  was th a t  

June b in  H aji, a s s is te d  by a  group o f  e ld e ro , s e t t l e d  n inor cases 

a ffe c tin g  Abaluhya trlb asaan  in  HJcuru. Thie " ju d ic ia l"  function 

was e s s e n t ia l  sine#  th e re  van no o f f ic ia l ly  c o n s ti tu te d  n a tiv e  

tr ib u n a l in  Nafcuru which could a r b i t r a te  o r  adjudicate in  cases 

according to  cuotanary la v . There was a t  th a t t in e  only a K.'Ju^u 

Tribunal c a te r in g  a a in ly  fo r  th e  sq u a tte rs  in  th e  surrounding 

H  s t r i c t .

The people from the  K.M.T. group n u s t have been d is s a t is f ie d  

with the ju s t i c e  dispensed by the Muranga June b in  H a ji, o r  with 

the  g en era l running o f the  N.K.B. Hie f i r s t  s te p  they took was 

to  e s ta b l is h ,  around March 1936, a sep ara te  a s so c ia tio n . In  ^eptenber 1

1In terv iew i W. Nandwa, t .  Mo toy a , H, Odongo.
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19>6 re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f the new asso c ia tio n  appro*chod tho D.C. 

conveying th o ir  do«ir* to  e s ta b l is h  * tr ib u n a l. Th# D.C. who had 

Ju a t aaaunod o ff io a  urged than to  w ait, la  Move*bar 1954 th* 

> iao c ia tio n  took the i n i t i a t i v e  urging the D.C. to  conaider th e i r  

ix u e c t. In  th i s  l e t t e r  they abated th e i r  n o tlv ee t "W* experience 

»ny  d i f f i e u l t i e a  and c h ie f  d i f f i c u l ty  being d e se r tio n  and taking 

o th e r  a e n 'a  woaea o r  d v e a .  Beside* th is  th e re  a re  a la o r  c o c p ls ln ts  

which do not re q u ire  to  be d e a l t  fay you o r  the keaident M agistra te . . . ”1 

The K.M.T. ^ a o c ia tio n  wanted to  eeu la te  the exanple of the Kikuyu 

T ribunal by aecu rin g  Goveronant backing fo r  i t a  J u d ic ia l  fu n c tio n ."

Th* N .K .fi., on the  o th e r  hand, waa s a t i s f ie d  with i t a  coant tt**** 

e x is tin g  but u n o f f ic ia l  ju d ic ia l  ro le  without le g a l  power* o r in* 

p o s itio n  o f f in e * .

The D.C. in f  creed the K.M.T. saac ia tio n  th a t  the idea  o f a 

s e c tio n a l tr ib u n a l  sanctioned by the d n in ie tra tio n  could n o t be 

e n te r ta in e d . A nee tin g  o f  nanbera o f  both aaao c ia tio n e ,h e ld  on 

6th  Decenber 1936 under the  au sp ices  of the D.C. in  an a t te a p t  to  

s o r t  o u t the d iffe re n c e s  between then, f a i le d  to  bridge the gap.

The D .C., however, warned the K.M.T. a sso c ia tio n  no t to  e e t up a 

tr ib u n a l w ithout h is  p e n d  a d  on . In f a c t  the D.C. had no previous 

experience in  dealin g  w ith urban t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s . I t  l e  doubt* 

fu l whether the  4d a in la tra tlo n  had been aware e f  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f 

the t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s  in  Nskuru p r io r  to  th is  in c id e n t. The D.C. 

w aited, th e re fo re , fo r  advice fit>n Nairobi where the Municipal

C/Nku/d op. 2/192, Kcprcficntativee o f North JCavlrondo Chiefs 
to  D .C., 2 3 .U .  1936.

1936, p A . KM /J.C /H w /dep .2 /19^ U.C. to ;g . P.C.
R#V.P., 6.7.1937.
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A frican A ffa irs  O ffice r mm so re  involved with such a sso c ia tio n s . 1

The. D ,  C .  l e f t  the n a t te r  in  abeyance even a f t e r  he r o t  the ln -  

fo rn a tio n  about th e  p o s itio n  in  Nairobi* He probably  did n o t con­

s id e r  i t  to be o f  iap o rtan ce  to  w arrant h ie  in i t i a t iv e *  I t  d id , 

however, cone to  the open, w ith  a  big bang, around the  n id d le  e f  

1937* The c le rk  o f  the K.K.T* a eo c ia tio n , a f t e r  being d ie ch  rged 

fro*  h is  p o s i t io n , handed over to  the P o lice  a l l  the a so o ia tio n 'e  

books* ^ a n in in g  then, the b*C* found o u t to  h ie  dismay th a t  s in ce  

Lecember 1976 the A&sociation had hod a tr ib u n a l deliveriins judge­

ments, isp o sin g  f in e s  and levy ing  fees*

The Bonner in  which the emitter come out in to  the open forced 

the D*C, to  re -fo rm u la te  h is  views about the whole cuestion* Se 

dism issed the  id ee  o f n sep a ra te  tr ib u n a l to the  K*M*T* He argued 

th a t whereas the  Kikuyu T ribunal catered  fo r  the  Kikuyu liv in g  in  

the l i o t r i c t  the  K.H.T* A ssocia tion  was concerned about th e i r  

fellow  t r ib e  seen  liv in g  only i n  the  town, 's  i f  to  eqphealae th is  

d iffe ren ce  he p o in ted  o u t th a t  the  K*H*T* were la rg e ly  house and 

shop boys* He re fe rre d  to  the* , somewhat d e ro g a to rily , as ”* group 

o f sea l-d e  t r i b a l  lead  n a tives"*  expressing even opposition  to  the 

estab lishm ent o f  s  tr ib u n a l fo r  a l l  North Kavirondo Bantu tribesm en, 

ha argued th a t  i t  would in e v ita b ly  become both s e c tio n a l and in ­

e ffec tiv e*  He m aintained th a t  the s e t t in g  up o f  a  tr ib u n a l fo r 

the  3ontu end Luo was inconceivab le  because they would not s ix  to ­

gether* Having sa id  th i s  he, i n  fa c t ,  adm itted th a t  had th e  p rin ­

c ip le  o f  prov id ing  A fricans in  th e  town with ju d ic ia l  f a c i l i t i e s

Xiai A'.C;/Knu/a»p.2/ 19^ , K>;.0 N airobi to  C.C. Nakoru, 5 > .1 9 3 7 ,
B.C. to  .* .P .C . R .V .P ., 6 .7 .1977.
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b«#n accepted the ee tab lisk M B t o f  a North Karl rondo tr ib u n a l was 

the only  way to  go about i t .  The aigUDSnt th a t ouch a  tr ib u n a l 

would hare boos In e f fe c tiv e , ignored the fa c t th a t  fo r  acre  than 

h a lf  a year even a M a ile r  e c a le  tr ib u n a l was e f fe c t iv e ly  in  opera­

tio n  w ithout the  . d n in is t  r a t i o n 's  b lessing  o r assis tance*  The id -  

d n i  s t r a t i  on a t  th a t  s tag e  did n o t apparently  regard  African* liv in g  

in  a sr *11 town lik e  Nakuru aa  e n t i t le d  to  basic  se rv ices  o f  good 

government* i f r ic a n e  were n o t y e t  regarded aa an in te g ra l  and l e g l t i ­

ne te  p a r t  o f  th e  urban scene.

The L.C. suggested the ex tension  o f  tb s  a u th o rity  o f the N*K.B, 

with June bin H aji a t  i t s  head, to  a l l  the  Bantu o f North Kavirondo, 

what exac tly  th e  a u th o rity  and functions o f th is  a sso c ia tio n  were to  

be van not Bade clear*  A ll  the  D.C* waa prepared to  allow was the 

holding o f a  non th ly  barara  " to  d iscuss B a tte r*”. 1 H ith e rto  t r i b a l  

a sso c ia tio n s  i n  Nakuru had been th e  exclusive domain o f  the ! f r lc a n s  

concerned* With th e i r  in te rn a l  problems and d iv is io n s  being th ru s t 

upon i t ,  the d d n i s t r a t i o n  Bade an a t te a p t  to  re g u la te  and co n tro l 

th s l r  conduct* ecording to  th e  p r in c ip le  guiding the a d m in is tra tio n 's  

p o licy  in  the re se rv e  when faced w ith segmentary u n cen tra ileed  t r i b a l  

o o c ie t ie s ,  th e  0*C* Nakuru t r i e d  to  reduce in h e ren t d iv is io n s  to 

manageable p ro p o rtio n s . The ^ d a ln is t r a t io n  regarded the Bantu of 

North K«virondo a s  a p o te n tia l  category fo r  the purpose o f  cossauni- 

c s tio n  and c o n tro l ,  even when they were divided among themselves* 

uch an a t t i tu d e  undoubtedly co n trib u ted  to  the growth e f  /baluhya

h n L /D .c/m a t/< iip .c 'A V , p . c. ,  r. v. p . ,  to d. c. ,  28.7J937.
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s o l id a r i ty  and u n ity .

Tbs K*H.T. thesaelvee vara  non* too keen to  share tb s  s sc ra ta  

o f  t h s i r  s a o c la tio o  with tha  dntnlu  t r e  tion* when approaching 

tb s  U*C. regard ing  th e i r  tr ib u n a l they fa i le d  to  rsp o r t to  b in  th a t  

they had a func tion ing  urban baaed association*  They pr esented  th an 

so iree  a s  rep re sen tin g  people belonging to  e ig h t c h ie fs  in  the r e ­

se rv e . The < fr ic e n e  concerned nay here thought i t  adviaable  to 

prooant thoneo lrea  to  the  d a d n ls tre tio n  a s  people o f  l a g l t ia a te  

and recognised t r i b a l  a u th o r i t ie s ,  ra th e r  than a s  " a e n i-d e tr ib a lle e d " . 

un the o th e r hand, they nay h are  genuinely regarded th en ee lree , e t  

th a t  s ta g e , p r im a rily  a s  an ex tension  o f  th s i r  re sp ec tiv e  t r i b a l  

u n its  and a u th o r itie s*

In  i t s  a rgaix lra tion  the K*M*T* . s so c ia tlo n  showed s ig n s  of 

M odernity, a lthough the  books o f  the  s e e d s  t l a a  looked l ik e  "a 

ju ab le  o f e n t r ie s  apparen tly  r e la t in g  to  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f the le a a o c i-  

e tlo n  and o f  th e  T ribunal ho p e less ly  nixed 19" , to  e B r it is h  B*C. 

the  mere use o f  w ritten  records by an a sso c ia tio n  conpoeeo predoninan tly  

o f i l l i t e r a t e  peop le , was h igh ly  s ig n if ic a n t  in d ic a tin g  a  change in  

the  ooncept o f  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n *  I t  was no lo n g e r an occasional 

n estin g  o f e ld e r s  fo r  th e  purpose o f  so lv ing  a  d e p u te  o r he lp in g 

a  needy person , e  se re  urban t r a n s la t io n  o f  the cue t onar y way of 

doing things* T rib a l a s so c ia tio n s  vers slowly Modelling tbenre lv ee  

on We a te rn  typo in s t i tu t io n s  w ith  a l l  t h e i r  fo rn a l and bureaucra tic  

paraphernalia*

That the  K.M*T, .U so c ia tlo a  was slowly becoming a p rim arily  

u rb an -o rien ta ted  i s  re in fo rced  by i t s  ex te rn a l lin k s*  Tha U*0*

MN /L.C/Hku/dep.^/19^, Representatives- of North Kavirondo Chiefs 
to D.C., 23.11.1936.



poin ted  out th a t  th* A ssocia tion  wm  not in sp ired  from the re ­

serve*^ I t  baud on th t o th e r hand strong lin k s  w ith  Nairobi* In 

N airob i, th t  b ig  to*n, t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  wart auch core developed, 

opera ting  under th t  d o s t  superv ision  of th t  M unicipal Native 

a f f a i r s  O ff!car* At th is  t i n t  in  Nairobi th a ra  was a North Kavirondo 

J : s o c ia t io t  on tro l le d  by th t Kalcaaaga people, Tht ongonircro o f 

tha K*M*T* anoel atio n  in  Hckuru approached th e i r  N airobi counter­

p a r ts  w king than  to  sand rap raaan ta tiv aa  to  open a brunch thara*

Tha d n la is t r a t io n ,  ho waver, was no t w illing  a t  th a t  stag a to  en­

courage what could have aaounted to  tha beginning o f  Col on/-wide 

t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s . The N airobi North iCavlrondo * a eo e la tio n  van

duly imforaed th a t  the Nokuru a sso c ia tio n  vould have to  be sep ara te
2

from th a t  o f N airobi and under the au th o rity  o f  tha  lo c a l £*C*

Tha K«M*T* «s a o c la tio a , p o ss ib ly  following tha exaople of 

N airob i, Bade a t te a p ts  to  a ta  h i l i r e  i t a  finances* Besides tha f in e s  

inpoaed by i t s  t r ib u n a l ,  tha A aeo e la tio n  co lle c te d  funds fron  i t s  

inception* The D*C, informed tha  . a e o e la tio n 'a  le ad e rs  th a t  on no 

account should they c o l le c t  f in d s  without h ie  p a r o i^ o n *  He fu r ­

th e r expressed h ie  opposition  to  tha  c o lle c tio n  o f funds toy such 

a sso c ia tio n s ,^  He seen* to  have over-reacted  to  an Innocent a ttem pt

o f  the /.aeoela tion  to  g iv e  I t s  w elfare a c t i v i t i e s  s  sounder sad no re  

s ta b le  basis*

The LuC. *e suggested form ation o f one North Kavirondo a sso c i­

a tio n  headed by June b in  Haji %a* no t laplenented* The re la tio n sh ip

2»V ^W N kn/dep.-V l92, L.C., Nairobi, to A.C*, Nakuru, 5.6.1937, 

^W V^.C/Haudpe.2/192, D.C. to *§, P.C., N.V.P., 6*7.1937.
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between tha two r iv a l  association*} was approaching c r i s i s  p o in t 

around 1939, » f to r  Juan h ia  H a ji, apparently  a  cone i l l  a t in e  in flu en ce , 

had jo ined  the K ing 's A frican fciflee* I t  a l l  s ta r te d  with a  not 

uncomon p ro b lea  a r is in g  from urban l ife *  A falmaaga tr ib e  wan 

took the  v lfe  o f  a Hwangs and h id  her away* la  th e  absence o f a r ­

b i t r a t io n  o r ju d ic ia l  aachinei7  applying to  both s u b - tr ib e s , the 

Wangs e ld e rs  decided to Ufce th e  law in to  th e i r  own hands* f t e r  

haring  a r re s te d  h ie  the Wangs e ld e r s  ordered the  Kakaaega sen to  

be beaten severely* Kakaaega people ware in fu r ia te d  by what they 

regarded as in te rfe re n c e  in  t h e i r  ova a f f a i r s *1

The r iv a l ry  and ten sio n  between the two a sso c ia tio n s  la s te d  

u n t i l  19t2* I t  vaa in  th a t  y e a r  th a t  the Abaluhja Welfare A ssociation 

(£*A.) Nekuru branch was formed*" The Absluhya Welfare A ssociation 

( £ * 0  was e s ta b lish e d  in  19t 0*^ The form ation o f  the s e o d a t lo n  

in  Makuru brought to  an end the  open r iv a l ry  between the t**> be- 

luhya fa c tic n e  end linked  to g e th e r the Abeluhya tribesm an in  the 

town* The baluhya Welfare e so c ia tie a  (d*V*A.) was very d if f e r e n t  

fron  the  Kakaaega P eo p le 's  u n i t  te e  of the  e a r ly  19-Os and there­

a f te r .  The Coondttee re f le c te d  an in s t in c t iv e  response o f nenbera 

o f a broad l ln g u ls t l e  and c u ltu ra l  group to  a s i tu a t io n  o f rap id  

so c ia l . change in  a  m u lt i- ra c ia l  and n u l t l - t r i b a l  environmen t* The 

.*W*^* was a  r e s u l t  o f conscious e f f o r t s  to  evolve a  tr ib e  out o f

^ In te rv ie w  S. Ha to j  a*

2 in terview s i .  Meteye, J* Otukho -  Otukho cane to  Nekuru l a  19^3 
and found the A.W*A. in  existence*

yJ .  Csogo, H is to ry  of the feOuhya. pup. N airobi 19 6 6 , p.139.



th# la rg e l. heterogensoue Bantu t r ib e s  o f  b e a te n  Kenya.

I t  l a  noteworthy th a t perhaps the la a a t  hoaogtswoue o f  tha 

o a jo r up-country tr ib e *  v a i th a  f i r s t  to  s a t  up a  u n ified  n e t­

work o f  urban t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s  a t  re tch ing  throughout tho colony 

and beyond. The Jbaluhya s u b - tr ib e s  could no t oroka a comoon 

descent o r  a c o r n  h is to ry  In  tha  a e r r ic a  o f  t r i b a l  u n ity . They 

could not c l s in  coenon customs s in ce  th e re  was s tro n g  N ilo tic  in ­

fluence anong * nunber o f  erub-tribes. C erta in  su b -tr ib e s  could 

no t oven claim  m tu a l ly  i n t e l l i g i b l e  d ia le c ts .  The Keoya-Uganda 

border, the N ilo t ic  and Nilo—H’m i t i c  t r ib e s  aurroundlfig the Bantu 

su b -tr ib e e  on the  Kenya aide and the  B r i t is h  tendency to on courage 

the c rea tio n  o f  la rg e  t r i b a l  g rc ip a  in  eegnen tsry , u n cen tra lised  

s o c ie t ie s ,  were nore s ig n if ic a n t  in  the emergence o f the  baluhya 

t r ib e  than any p o s i t iv e  common denominator.

The appointm ent, by the B r i t i s h ,  o f  Nunia, the  h a * a  Kabocgo, 1 

as ParnmeifBt C hief o f North Kavirondo in  19^9, gave the  Bantu sub­

tr ib e s  o f the a rea  a  f i r s t  semblance o f u n ity . The a t te o p t ,  however, 

tc  copy the  Uganda Model by u sing  Wangs agents a s  c h ie fs  In  o th er 

lo c a tio n s , was no t su cc e ss fu l. Tha Wnaga regime aroused strong 

opposition  and when Kuala r e t i r e d  i n  1926 no replacem ent was nominated,

The p o l i t i c a l ly  ra d ic a l North Kavirondo C en tra l / e ao c ia tlo n , 

'h ic h  was founded in  1932, regarded the u n ity  o f  the  North Kavlrondo 

Bantu an an e s s e n t ia l  p re re q u is i te  fo r  an e f fe c t iv e  p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n  

v ia  S v is  t he C olonial Government. They faced , however, g re a t

1The Ifa bongo van the  Wenga k ing .
£ .

•>. Caogo, PP» l*-9-133.
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d i f f i c u l t i e s  l a  achieving i t .  They antagonised the lo c a l e stab ­

lishm ent which th rived  on the pa roc M ai n a tu re  o f  the  D i s t r i c t s  

p o ll t ie r ..  la  a d d itio n  to  the d iv ia io ae  b e t eeo mi b -tr ib e*  and c lone, 

the D ia tr ie t  was fu r th e r  d iv ided  by the varioue talcs lone opera ting  

v ith in  i t .  An a l a e t  r e s o r t  they t r i e d  to  r a l ly  the baluhya t r ib e e -  

men around th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  th e  tonga Nabongo uhieh was given by 

then a such v id e r  s ig n ific a n ce  than be w arranted. Thin ley  behind 

th e i r  depnnd fo r  e f fe c t iv e  lo c a l autenoey under e  paraaount c h ie f , 

when they crowned one o f  t a d s ' a  doecandante an a  paraaount ch ief 

w ithout Government consen t, they were f ru s tra te d  la rg e ly  through the 

opposition  o f  the e s ta b lish e d  c h ie f s .

Another voy in  which the North Kavirondo C en tral aaocin tion  

sought to  f o s te r  u n ity  anong th e  North Kavirondo Bantu was the sea rch  

fo r  e c o lle c tiv e  t r i b a l  aaae. This was the  o r ig in  o f the n eat 

Baluhya o r /b a lu h y a . I t  was s  conscious e f f o r t  to  c re a te  e  t r ib e  

ty  inventing  e c o l le c t iv e  sane , "hiefa and e ld e rs  in  the  reserve

re je c te d  the same a s  "an a s s e r t iv e  a p p e lla tio n  which a  number of 

young m r  had g iven  to  th e n c e lv e s .,f* I t  was n a tu ra l fo r  c h ie fs  end 

e ld e rs  to  p e rp e tu a te  t v  r a ro e h la l is n  which was the  b a sis  o f t h e i r  

power. I t  was equally  understandable  why young ra d ic a l p o l i t ic ia n s  

in  c o n f l ic t  w ith  the  t r i b a l  e e tc b lle h a e n t d esp e ra te ly  strove  to 

achieve un ity  a t  the  g ra s s - ro o ts .  Unity ass on a l te rn a t iv e  source 

o f  in te rn a l  power and u n ity  Meant p o s itio n  of s tre n g th  in  dealing 

w ith the  C olonial Government. On the whole, the b ae ie  lack  o f un ity  

aaoog t h i s  group o f  su b -tr ib e s  exp la in s  both th e i r  deeper*tf, quest 

fo r  i t  and u ltim a te ly  t h e i r  f r u s tr a t io n  and f a i lu r e .

Lonsdale, western Kenya, pp . 337-LCr.
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I t  i t  n o t w t i r t l j r  su rp ris in g  U » t both tho  d a m  balufcya and 

Um concept o f  «baluhye ia i^ f o u n d  norm success among tho North 

Kuviroado Bantu tribesm en l a  tho  towns. Tho form ation o f tho  ■ .b . / . .  

covering tho whole network o f urbea t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  was tho 

f i r o t  breakthrough l a  tho caapaign fo r  baluh/a  u n ity . Judging from  

tho Nafcuru s i tu a t io n ,  tho  ro le  o f  tho loader* o f  tho t r i b a l  asso c i­

a t io n s , aoot o f  whoa were ao re  o r  leao committed to  urban l i f e ,  waa 

c r u c ia ly  im portan t. While n o t detaching them selves from  th e ir  t r i b a l  

u n ite  and w hile Maintai n ing keen in te r e s t  in  developments l a  th e i r  

reapoctlve  t r i b a l  lo c a tio n s  and su b -locu tions, they wore n o t r e a l ly  

involved la  tho  in te rn a l  p o l i t i c o  th e re , which so  in te n s if ie d  p s ro - 

c h s i l ie a .  Huny o f  then were in c reas in g ly  involved la  e s tru g g le  

fo r  success in  a  la rg e ly  urban s ta tu s  ay staa . T rib a l a sso c ia tio n s  

were valuab le  a s s e ts  and could be used aa banes f o r  the fu rtherance  

o f personal a a b itio n a . The a.W.A, w aapotem tially th e  aoat e f fe c t iv e  

p la tfo ra  fo r  th e  p u rs u it  e f  both personal and t r i b a l  in te r e s t s .

But even f o r  the m ajo rity  of the tribesm en l a  the town who 

probably had no vested  i n t e r e s t s  in  t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s , the  con­

cep t o f «balahya s o l id a r i ty  and u n ity  had aore aaaa iag  than fo r 

th e i r  b re th ren  l a  the re se rv e , l a  the reserve  th e  c le a  and to  a 

la s e e r  ex ten t th e  s u b - tr ib e  were the only v ia b le  u n i ts  e f  so c ia l 

o rd e r which th e  ord inary  trib eo n ea  knew. The in te r e s t s  o f the aore 

ia a e d le te  k in sh ip  group very o f te n  p rev a iled  and t r a d i t io n a l  r iv a l ­

r i e s  were p o te n t ia l ly  p o l i t i c a l  fa c to r s ,  in  the  f r o n t ie r  ataoephere 

o f a a u l t i - t r i b a l  town, the a f f i n i t y  which a tr ib e s a a n  f a i t  towards 

aeabere  o f th s  o th e r  s u b - tr ib e s  transcended the t r a d i t io n a l  an i-  

a o s i t le a  which ha e ig h t have brought with hi a  from  the  reserv e , 

whereas l a  the reserv e  he derived  h ie  sense o f s e c u r i ty  fro a  h is
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ianedl&te kinship group, in  the tows, la  kU rela tion*  with embers 

ol o t ia r  trib o a , the widar t r ib a l  category of farad a nore uaofnl 

baaa fo r in te rac tion . This was ao particu larly  because bt oftan 

found la  tbs tows ft*  nonbers of h i a clan or evan sub-tribe. 1 Is  

nxy discussi on of tba development of Abaluhya unity tha ro la  of 

tha abaluhya townnwsn i s  can tra l.

Tho naod fo r  Abaluhya u n ity  l a  tha c o n to rt o f  NUmru was fu r*  

th a r  accan tuatad  ty  tha  fa c t  th a t  the  Luo and th a  Kikuyu, tha  tvo 

o th e r o a jo r t r i b a l  groups in  th a  town, exh ib ited  a  la rg e r  Measure 

o f t r i b a l  s o l id a r i ty  and cohesion. Lock o f  u n ity  s tirau la ted  tho 

u a s t fo r  an in s t i tu t io n a l i s e d  fo ra  which n ig h t guarantee i t .  Unity 

was emphasised sa  a naans by which problems could be solved sad
9

f a i lu r e  was p inned on d is u n ity .

■ t  the le v e l  o f the a*W#a.  Kakuru e tread  developed which could 

be described an e  Pnw- baluhya n o v ca te t. I t  r e la te d  —la ly  to bantu 

groups liv in g  anong tha Luo in  C en tra l Nyonza. This was a  r e s u l t  

o f  the com plex ities of tho  p ro cess  o f Luo co n u o o t and se ttlem en t 

in  the a re s  bordering  th a  .baluhya.'  tte v p ta  wore nada to  r a -u n i ts  

thaao ’’lo s t  t r i b e s ” with tha g a in  body of tha t baluhya t r ib e .  This 

was, fo r  exsnp la , tha  case o f  tho  Bantu who liv e d  in  Gan Location.

There vara e ig h t Bantu c lan s  r e la te d  to  the  t b u y  a le  Inh ab itin g  tha  

neighbouring Bunyore L ocation. Host o f  than were a la o c t coag>lctely 

a ss im ila te d . They o ften  spoke th a  Luo language, followed th e i r  customs

' (Rhodaa-Livi^iston^PapeT^or2iy,TiancheaterUniv^ press, 1956.
"J.C .W tch e l, Tho Kr.lelw ^w c< / p .^ 0 . H itchel observed a s im ila r  
develcpeent i n  Northern hhndeiia .

baluhya o s o d a t io n  f i l e s  < / . » . / . ) ,  Connlttaa n e s tin g  l6.9.19*>9, (Minutes), 
General n e s tin g , 16. J.195& .(M inutes)

^ A .p g o t ,  ,SAtoa,.9jLttiy.jflttteaLaifi.* Hast-African Publishing House,
Nairobi 1967 . pp. 135- 9 0 .
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and ln tc rn n rr ie d  with theta, T m d itio n e  o f  o r ig in , * * swam o f being 

d l i e r i i i u t t d  a ca lB it m  a  m inority  and, fo r  n m , c u ltu ra l  and 

l in g u is t ic  h e r i ta g e , prevented th e i r  to ta l  a n a ia ilo tio n  in to  Luo 

s o c ie ty . Those o f  thea who case  to  Ifokuru foraed the Ue® Bantu 

eo o eie tion . In  l 9*+9 i t  van a n e a te r  o f  the A#b.A. f t e r  i t  oeeaed 

to  e x is t  u n t i l  i t  van revived in  1961, ae the Nakuru branch of Gea 

Bantu (K»A«) A sso c ia tio n , I t  t r ie d  to  a f f i l i a t e  i t e e l f  to  the 

then Abaluhya A ssoc ia tion , but ao e t o f the aeabera found language 

an ineurnountable b a r r ie r  end th e  a t te a p t  f a i le d .  Their s y ^ a th ie o ,  

however, reaained  with the Abaluhya and during the  ea r ly  1960a 

they supported & DU, the  t r i b e 'e  p a r ty *1

There was a lso  the  oaee o f  th e  Baaonga su b - tr ib e  in h ab itin g  

tasonga Location in  C en tral Nyanxa, and whose o r ig in  in  no t con­

c lu s iv e ly  e s ta b lis h e d ,‘ While t h e i r  leaguege ae Luluhya, th e ir

cue tone vere g re a t ly  in fluenced  by the Luo, In 1937 a c a l l  cane 

fro® Bunyala S o c ie ty , Nakuru branch , to the beluhya s e o c ia tio n 'o  

lo c a l branch, to  in v i te  the  hanongo to  jo in  i t .  The bunyala so c ie ty  

ccoplainod th a t  the  beluhya ■ eao e la tio n  did no t care  f e r  the J ba- 

luhya l iv in g  in  C en tral Nyaaza: ’’The beluhya ceo c ia tio n  t r e a t
3

the Bantu in  Baaonga ea luo vhereaa they axe our b ro th e rs , ” In

1936 i t  was ru le d  by the Nekuru branch of the i. beluhya so c ia tio n

th a t  every Hiluhya who liv e d  in  North ty aaza , xHgon tyanza end 

c e n tra l  Nyanza could jo in  it.** In  f a c t ,  by 1957, the lhisonga Union

, f , ,  l i s t  o f  a f f i l ia t e d  aaeociations, 16,10,19^ \ secretary to 
Registrar o f b o d e t le a , 19*%195fi? Registrar o f  io c le t le e  /rch ive , 
Nairobi Qe® Bantu f l l o i  B .j .Cgot, Hlntonr of the outhorn
luo> p ,2 2 ? | In te rv iew 1 C ,£ ,0 c h lllo ,

*V« Oeogo, o n . c i t , .  pp, Mf-5, c la ln s  th a t the baecnge were o f Bantu 
o r ig in , r Z  g o t ,  K i^ to r y , , , .  p , l 6%, c la in c  th a t  they a re  N ilo tic  
by o r ig in ,

^ . , r , r , , Bunyala o c ie ty , to /beluhya eeo c ia tlo n , 19.2.1957*

** , , F . ,  General n e s tin g , 16,11,193d, (Minutes)
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** *n a f f i  l i s t e d  M a b tr  o f the < baluhya * seo c la tlo n  in  Kokuru*^

Tho co a t o f  Lsmim Union chow  th a t Pan- baluhya aspiration*, 

had a  ra th e r  a r t i f i c i a l  H a l t .  Tha Rea—la  l i r e d  on both s id es  o f 

the Kenya-Mgaada border*r Za 1956 the Baaanta r e s t  dine in  Nokura 

had a la n ia  Union whose a la  was " to  u n ite  a l l  BoaMda of tfcaada 

and Kenya to  one t h i n g . I n  1959 the Onion complained th a t * hen- 

ore* they asked fo r  a ss is ta n c e  the  *balnhya i sa o c ia tio a  declined 

to  g lee  i t  to  then  saying  th a t  they were Ugandans "whereas we are  

re a l  /b a lu h y a" .^  Indeed, l a t e r  th a t  year the Be sent a  of Uganda 

formed th e i r  own lam ia Bug.* Uganda o c ie ty *3 In  i 960 and.a Kenya 

nion re g is te re d  a s  s  sep a ra te  association.** P o l i t i c a l  fa c to rs  

had th e i r  e f f e c t  and th e  i baluhya tr ib e  and /  baluhya u n ity  developed 

an p u re ly  Kenyan concep ts.

But een  w ith in  Kenya n o t a l l  the re la te d  Bantu groups o f 

<e s te rn  Kenya were included* Foremost among them wee the K ie il 

t r ib e  o f  fo u th  tyanza wkdeh was rep a in ted  from th e  s a in  body of the  

; baluhya by th e  Luo b e l t  o f C en tra l HJyanra* There was no attem pt to  

in co rpo ra te  the K ls li  Union, Nckuru, in to  the *baluhya Waif a re  

'sso c ia tio zu  The baluhya t r ib e  was thus lim ited  to  the main body 

o f Bantu c u b - tr ib e s  who were geog raph ica lly  contiguous, l iv in g  in  

the d i s t r i c t s  o f  C en tral hyenas. North Hr ansa and ilg o n  Hyanza* A

Committee m eeting, <7.11,1997.

J .  Oaogo, o p . c i t . , pp. 96- 100*

3f l« s . \ . ,  f i l e  118 1 ,  Rules o f Sards Union, F9.5.1956* 

* ; .A . r . ,  a a la  Union to  /baluhya /s e o c la tlo n , 8*1.1959# 

A irm an to  i * l > U u ,  24.8.X959.

*D. z/K ku/' V i  V 59- , 2 5 . 2 . 19 6 0 .
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4 alatur* of «Umlc( cultural, geographic cad political factors 

Joiasd together to ersats the aoasvhat arU fie ia l /baluhpa 

euperwtribs.

* * •••  »«i ane in te r e s t in g  attem pt to  d e v ia te  from the  s t r i c t l y  

e th n ic , c u l tu r a l  and l in g u is t ic  c r i t e r i a  fo r  a m b e r ship o f the 

dbalufcya : r e l a t i o n .  In  1958 the  on©elation in v ite d  the  Teao 

tn ioo  to  a f f i l i a t e * '  The Teso were a M lo-H tadU c tf ib e  liv in g  

elong the Uganda border and bordering on the Keny* aide with the 

balufcya* I t  would have added a  t e r r i t o r i a l  elem ent to an already  

complicated t r i b a l  fab ric*  The Teso Unions however, declined to 

accep t the o f f e r ,  p re fe r r in g  to  renain  d is tin c t*

The form ation e f  the *baluhys b e lfa re  oeo cia tio n  in  19*0 

did no t solve the p rob len  o f . baluhya u n ity . I t  served aa a  p l a t -  

f o n  Iron  which the  id e a  o f u n ity  could be propagated anong the 

^baluhya l iv in g  i n  the towns) i t  wan a nucleus around which a 

cense o f baluhya s o l id a r i ty  could develop) i t  e s tab lish ed  an 

in s t i tu t io n a l  expression  fo r  tho a tte q p ts  to  achieve co-operation 

a t  tho p r a c t ic a l  le v e l between nsnbers o f  the v a rio u s  su b -tr ib e s  

facing 00anon problem;* Ju t th e  flaa ip arau e  tendencies and the 

parochialism  c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  d ecen tra lised  t r ib e e  had s t i l l  to  

be overooae o r  aeconnodated in  a way which would n o t render un ity  

meaningless*

round the t in e  when the ibalufcys b e lfa re  fe n o c ie tio n , VaJrurti 

branch, van formed lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s  c a te r in g  fo r  tho d if ­

fe re n t * baluhya su b - tr ib e s  began to  appear on the scene* The f i r s t  

to  take the i n i t i a t i v e ,  e s ta b lish in g  formal a s so c ia tio n s , were 1

1 - • • ! . ,  Teco Union to  baluhya /e e o o ia tio o , 5#*#195fij baluhya 
socle  t l  an to  Teeo Union, 17*3.1958*



mmbmrm o f tho  Bunyore, d u U o ta ^  U m  «au T l r lk l  su b - tr ib e s  

during the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  tho l ik e * . B j 19*9 f i f t e e n  lo c a tio n a l 

asloclo tio n s  had boon formed. 1 This p ro l i f e r a t io n  o f looaU anal 

a sso c ia tio n s  woo soda po sa ih lo  by tho in c rease  o f  tho >balulyu 

population l a  Makuru during tho  19*Ga and a f t e r  tho War l a  p a r t i*  

c u la r . Ihare  vara  enough aonbers o f  tbooo su b -trib o a  to  ju s t i f y  

tho estab lishm en t o f soparato  a sso c ia tio n s , Thors van a lso  always 

tho in c l in a t io n  to  organ ize a t  a  aoro f a n i l l a r  le v e l .  In  tho case 

o f tho i befcuhya a  fu r th e r  o tiB u lu s  woo tho t r i b a l  fo o tb a ll  league 

o f Hakuru. l a  1951, f o r  exr4p l e ,  tho ib a lu ty a  who ex h ib ited  a 

reo rrkab le  U r U  fo r  fo o tb a ll  antorod no t lo aa  than  s ig h t lo c a tio n a l 

to a as t out o f  a  to ta l  o f  tw elve toaaa coepeting in  tho t r i b a l
3

league, fo o tb a l l  tease  a re  u n iv e rsa lly  renowned a s  foci o f  lo c a l 

p e t r io t ia n ,  By 1958 th e re  ware seventeen a f f i l i a t e d  lo ca tio n a l 

a sso c ia tio n s  i n  tho /beluhya A ssociation in  Nrkuru.

These u so o c ir tiu n s  tended in  fa c t to  becoao e u b - tr ib a l ra th e r  

than lo c a t io n a l .^  In  noet c o n s t i tu t io n s  nenbership q u a lif ic a tio n s  

were baaed on s u b - tr ib a l  o r ig in  and no t on the lo c a tio n  a s  a  

geographical—ad n in i s t r a t i  vo u n i t .  In noet eaaee i t  posed no prob- 

le n , because th e  ad n in i& tra tiv e  lo ca tio n s  la rg e ly  e<feelded v ltb  

the s u b - tr ib e l  d iv ie io n e , A# a  r e s u l t  o f  the p a t te rn  of beluhya 

wanderings and f in a l  o e t t le a e n t  th e re  wore in  n o e t lo c a tio n s  c lans 

o r ig in a tin g  f ro a  o th e r s u b - tr ib o s . Those on the  whole were e i th e r  

absorbed or were num erically  in s ig n if ic a n t  in  the con tex t o f  Nekunu

,  , F , t l i s t  o f  lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s , 16. 10. 19*9.  The a sso c ia tio n s  
-e re : T i r lk i ,  K oragoli, Isukha, Idakho, Kitonhi il13ukuov£f, *>nla
(C en tra l hynnea), bunga, Bukhoyo, Huron*, Con Bantu, Bunyore,
B utsotoo, h e ro c h i, K lsa, • tala K ie l.

l i s t  o f fo o tb a ll  teen s, <*.10. 1951.

ecretary to fioglstrar o f  ^ o c ie tie e , 19. 3 . 195®. 
k

I  use the  t a r s  lo c a t io n a l ,  because th i s  l a  tho one used by the 
f rU a n e  concerned.



Thtr» mm , ho-aver, on* excep tion  in  U kuru. In the  f i r s t  k l f  

o f the  19*>e the people fro*  Klee Location formed mb a sso c ia tio n .

In t id e  lo c a tio n  there  mm a su b s ta n tia l  Minority o f p e t^ le  

o rig in a tin g  f r a  the ^aa la  s u b - tr ib e , who liv e d  in  Ndcum in  

r e la t iv e ly  la rg e  numbers. In  1 ^ 7  they l e f t  the  Kina a sso c ia tio n  

to  form th e i r  own &iaasda e so c ia tio n . Although i t  m prenented 

only a  M a ll  p a r t  of K isa L oea ticn , the eeao c ia tio n  eventually  

ec Hired the  s ta tu e  o f a  lo c a t io n a l a sso c ia tio n  w ith in  the A.W.a.

Kies Union -an then r e s t r i c te d  to  newborn of th e  Ahaehlen sub­

t r i b e .1 In th e  esse  o f the • amis su b -tr ib e  mentions* e a r l i e r  

the rev erse  operated  f o r  the Kenye-Ugand* border s p l i t  the sub- 

t r ib e .  The >«ia Kenya Union rep resen ted  a lo c a tio n  ra th e r  than 

the whole i. n ia  s u b - tr ib e .

curing the  1950a the Kakamga o c ie ty  included two u n re la ted  

neighbouring a u b - tr ib e a , the Ieukha and Idalcho. In I960, however, 

the bldakho broke away fo na in t th e  Idakho i “re g re ss iv e  o c ie ty , 

leav ing  the Kakaoega . o c ie ty  to  the I«ukha a lo n e .'

When a  su b - tr ib e  in h a b ite d  more than one ad m in is tra tiv e  

lo c a tio n  U»e tendency was to  make the su b -tr ib e  th e  b asis  o f  the 

re  spec t i r e  associ a tio n s . This mss so in  the case  o f  the Isuhka 

su b - tr ib e  which occupied two lo c a tio n s . * In the  1956 c o n s ti tu tio n  

o f the  *aaga Union membership wee re s t r ic te d  to  those o rig in a tin g  

from th e  four lo c a tio n s  o f North Wangs, ' oath Wangs, hast Uagga 

and Buholo. In 1956 an atoendnent dropped the geog rap h ic-ad m in istra tiv e  

u n i f i c a t i o n  in  favour o f a s u b - tr ib a l  one. Only ♦•aac* tub-tribesm en

Interview* **. CMuyoaga, W. Nundwaj . / • ,  e c r e ta iy  to R eg is tra r  
o f  s o c ie t ie s ,  19. 5. 1958; E. .  f i l e  2*5&.

*‘Jt. H ie  *66*, ecretary to  Registrar, 16 . 1 0 . i 960.

"Ji&ecgo, o n . c i t . . p .6*.
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» tr t  e l ig ib le . 1 The -anga Union a t i l l  Included ao s ta r s  fro a  * 

f tv  lo c a tio n s . » i t  a t  tfaa oxaao U m  the Cholo ’* e lfa is  socie ty  vaa 

fom ed in  Hnkuru fo r  the  people from Buholo L ocation .'

Indeed the m ib -tribe  in  the baluhya t r a d i t io n a l  so c ie ty  voe 

the w idest u n i t  o f  s o l id a r i ty  based on s coaooa d ia le c t ,  a r tu  n 

founder, shnred h is to r ic a l  experience and a re a rm  cuatoanry code.

-any o f  thane rjsoociaticon  probably had no susU dntd  e x is t -  

cnca throughout the  p e riod  u n t i l  Independence. There ta re  tin e s  

vhen they became redundant o r  even ceased to  e x i s t  u n t i l  revived 

in  a spate  o f  snttauainsB. For scene a change o f  nano re fle c ted  

an a t te s p t  a t  a  f r a  ah s t a r t .  In  19*5 the  T i r lk i  adopted fo r  the 

f i r s t  t in e  a  fonsn l name fo r  t h e i r  a sso c ia tio n , the T ir lk i  Ingavo 

jrao c ia tio n . In  1958 they ch nged i t  to  T ir lk i  IWalo r s o c la t lo n  

and in  196? i t  bscans a  branch o f  T ir lk i Union (L . S im ila rly

the ftieasda e so c ia tio c  vhich bee one redundant i n  1958 gave vay 

to  a B*w one nnood Ranasoli BurI I  o c ie ty . T his ex is ted  only 

fo r  one y ear and the BusaatLa F riend ly  • o c ie ty  was fornad in  i t s  

e teed .

lo c a tio n a l a sso e i t io n s  began during the 19*fo to  sake p ro - 

g reaa in  te rn s  o f  the e ffe c tlv en e e a  of th e ir  o rg a n isa tio n . The 

choice of a  p ro p e r nans . b o th er so c ie ty , a s so c ia tio n  o r Union, a s  

one in d ie s t l  n th a t  they were beginning to  th in k  along the lin e a  

o f  modem formal o rg an iza tio n s . They a lso  began to  desssd forme 1 

number chip end sem bership fe e s , though th is  was ee l den secy to 

implement. The id ea  was to ta l ly  fo re ign  to  thobrdlnaxy tribesm an.

* I . M n  f i l *  X091.

2h. s. a. ,  n i*  i<*9.

’ in te rv io v i M .J.M uji| .R .S .A ., m *  188$.
4_

Interv iew ; W. Mandwa, R. Xtiboka.



In the t r i b a l  so c ie ty  b ir th  was perhaps the only  k n o n  c r i te r io n  

of belonging to  a  su b -tr ib e  o r  any o ther k in sh ip  group, end mny 

oould not understand 4qr in  tovea they were r e u i r e d  to  pay fees 

to  become members o f th e i r  re sp e c tiv e  a sso c ia tio n s . Other* * were 

si^> ly  vei’d l l im :  to  p n r t  w ith  t h e i r  noney. The a s s o c ia t io n 's  

leaders a t  th e  asms time found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to diaovn non menbere 

when they were in  need and to  opera te  only a t  th e  membership le v e l .  

What cornu to  have developed in  sons cases van two le v e ls  o f  sub- 

tribesm en fro a  the p o in t o f  view o f  the a s so c ia tio n s , whereas 

members were a s s is te d  fro*  tho aaco e ia ti n 'c  funds the non-moabers  

• ere a s s is te d  by the a s so c ia tio n  but bed no access  to  i t s  funds**

The Buayala f o c ie ty , on the o th e r hand, used i t s  f in d s  fo r  a s s i s t ­

ing non nowhere a s  v e i l .  Not being able to  ccpe v i th  th i s  s i tu a t io n ,  

the ‘o c ie ty  r e  -ucsted th e  D.C. to  au tho rise  i t  to  fo rce  a l l  the 

sub-tribesm en in  Nnkuru to  jo in  i t  end pay fe e s . While th e re  i s  

no • reason to  be liev e  th a t  the  I>.C. responded to  th i s  req u est, i t  

showed the p re d ic a n ts t  in  which an a sso c ia tio n  found i t s e l f  with 

two c a te g o rie s  o f n a tu ra l  and paid -up  membership. The in tro d u c tio n  

o f paid-up membership* v ith  a l l  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved, gave the  

a sso c ia tio n s  a  r e la t iv e ly  round and s ta b le  b a d e  fo r  th e i r  o p e ra tio n s .

The need fo r  a f in a n c ia l  b a s is  stim ulated  the  assoc ia tions*  

lead ersh ip  to  make e f f o r t s  to  expend th e i r  paid -up  membership.

The f ig u re s  r e la t in g  to  the membership o f most lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  

e re  recorded only fro a  the  second h a lf  o f  the 1956s vhen they began 

to  3<md mnual re p o r ts  to  the R eg is tra r  o f  S o c ie tie s . The b iggest 

baluhya lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n  was the Bunyoro Tinion whose nonbership

^Interview* W. ftendva.

*A#A#F# | chairm an, Bunyala w ociety , to  U.C., 24.12.1957*



ranged fre e  a hundred and f i f t y  l a  195^ to  fou r hundred #■<> twenty 

in  196<* The Abonyole were th e  b lggeat Abaluhya con tingen t in  

Nukuru, Ctoe i s  s tru ck  by the  degree of f lu c tu a tio n  in  aone 

a sso c ia tio n s  * nenbarcMp* The naabership of Marana B urial Aid 

o d e ty  dropped from e  hundred and fo rty  five  in  1958 to  ten  la  

1961 and 196?. K iss Union's membership on the o th e r  hand rooe 

fron  f i f te e n  in  196c to  seventy in  1963* Bunyala -o c ie ty n U d la r ly  

increased  i t s  membership fron  twenty s ix  la  195*  to  a  hundred and 

twenty th ree  in  1959*1 The la rg e ly  n ig ra to ry  n a tu re  o f the beluhya 

a e tt le n e n t in  H kuru  was a t  l e a s t  p a r tly  resp o n sib le  fo r these 

flu c tu a tio n s*  «  vas th e  r e la t iv e  e ffic ien cy  o f  the  leadersh ip  

o f  the re sp ec tiv e  a sso c ia tio n s .

lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s  began during the 1960a to  eou la te  

the Western aodel o f o rg a n !ra tio n  by in s t i tu t io n a l i s in g  th e i r  

leadership* The concepts of coondtteee and o f f ic e  ho lders were 

adapted v ith  th e  r e m i t  th a t  an ao c ia tie ee  m en had a l l  th e  o f f ic e  -  

bolding p o s i t io n s  fron  chairman r ig h t  down to th e  a s s is ta n t  t re a su re r  

o r  even aud ito r*  The le ad  in  t h i s  respec t was probably  given by 

the > beluhya Welfare i at. N a t io n .

fro n  195? , the  focietLs h u lea  ( 1956) were app lied  to  t r i b a l  

a sso c ia tio n s , h o s t of the /ba luhya lo c a tio n s , however, re g is te re d  

in  the la te  1950s and ea rly  1960a. The e x p lic a tio n  o f  the J o c lc t ie s  

Ruler gave im petus to  th e  p rocess o f W estern!ration o f the t r i b a l  

a ssoc iations*  A re g is te re d  a sso c ia tio n  had to submit a l i s t  of 

o f f ic e  ho ld ers  and a d e ta ile d  c o n stitu tio n *  These c o n s ti tu tio n s

^■ee ppendix I*



o ften  Included ru le s  t aken fro a  the armoury of so p h is tic a te d

o rgan!zationn . The c o n s ti tu tio n  regu la ted  o f f i c e - h o ld e r , member- .

sh ip , te rm ina tion  o f namberahip, suspension of aeaberah lp , ne t tin g e ,

e le c tio n s  and eo on, a sso c ia tio n s  were a lao  re  ’u ire d  to define

a io s  and o b je c ts . In sone canes the im ita tio n  o f  the  Western

model van taken ad absurdua a s  the following shows:

’'Rule 10 -  T rustees: AH land and b u ild in g s  and
o th e r  ianovable property  and a l l  investm ents and 
s e c u r i t ie s  which s h a l l  be acquired by the so c ie ty  
s h a l l  be re s te d  in  the names o f not le a s  than 
twelve t ru s te e s  • • •  The tru s te e s  s h a ll  pay a l l  
incoae received  from property  vested  in  the  tru s te e s  
to  the t r e a s u r e r ."

This was meant to  apply to  an a sso c ia tio n  which had some fo r ty  

members and most o f  whose o ff ic e -h o ld e rs  were uneducated.^ I t  

c e r ta in ly  had no p ro p e rty , movable o r immovable. I t  must have 

been d i f f i c u l t  f o r  some a sso c ia tio n s  to  follow th ese  lapooed ru le s . 

Cm the whole, ho ev e r , from tb s  l^kCc up to  1963 th e re  was s  gradual 

improvement in  the  scope o f  a c t i v i t i e s  and performance of most 

lo c a t io n a l a s s o c ia tio n s . This improvement was c e r ta in ly  no t 

l in e a r .  But d e sp ite  the  ups and downs the  g en era l trend was 

towards e f f ic ie n c y .

The p o s i t io n  of th e  i baluhya j eaocia tion  as  an a sso c ia tio n  

in  i t s  own r ig h t  was ra th e r  p re c a rio u s . I t  c e r ta in ly  fa i le d  to 

a t t r a c t  wide i n t e r e s t  and upport. I t s  n estin g s  in  195°-2, which 

wore n o t re g u la r , wore, on th e  whole, poorly  a tte n d # ! . On average

n o t nore than a  few score of tribesm an a ttended  i t s  general meetings
2

with one excep tion  o f a tu rnou t o f  e ig h ty -f iv e , A c i r c u la r  l e t t e r

^R,b, , ,  f i l e  This was i n  f a c t  merely a  c la n  a sso c ia tio n . .

r I.M .0. . ; ,D .F ., RJcuru A frican Welfare .Monthly Report (N,~,V.M.K,),
1950-2.



:c c t  * *956 to  a l l  lo c a t io n a l a sso c ia tio n s  voiced the c o i^ la ln t

/bnltthye U I I m n s  f a i le d  to  Join tha  Tha M abcrohip

of tha  GooclatloB was vaij  th in ,  rnngii*  from th i r ty - f iv e  la  

^ 5 7  to  n in e ty -f iv e  l a  196?. I t  la  doubtful •bather these  fig u res  

ev«a rep resen ted  pfdd-up neebersh ip . In 1958 o u t o f  f if ty -e a v a e  

aoobers only f iv e  vara fu lly  paid-ig> n a n te rs .^  K l a t t e r  to  tha 

R eg is tra r  o f o d e t i e e  l a  196*.' revealed a Gorry a ta ta  of a f f a i r a i  

HI re g ro t to  say th a t  we have ac  paid-up ceobarc, bu t thoaa -ho 

nottberc bat man 1957-9 a re  a t i l l  regarded aa nenbere."4*

Iha R e g is t r a r 's  rep ly  v«« a v l f t i  " I f  you bar# n o t g e t  paid-up 

meabare you a re  n o t a s o c ie ty ." 5 This s ta tem en t, while rep resen tin g  

the Rules o f  - o c te t t e s ,  rev ea l c a  lack o f  understanding o f  tha 

p o s itio n  a f  th in  e u p e r - tr ib a l  aco o c ia tion . van tha ^ a o e la tlo n 'a  

subsequent c la i a  th a t  i t  d id  have a paid-up raeubenship could not 

msiflk I t a  r e a l  n a tu re .

The ibaluhya / s s o d e t l c a ,  ^ika i t a  p redecesso r tha 

v.aa b a s ic a lly  a  fe d e ra tio n  o f lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n * . While th is  

a te to aen t nay n o t have been wholly true fo r  the e a r ly  19*Kic, i t  

„a» c e r ta in ly  to  fo r  th e  c lo sin g  period  o f  th a t decade. 1 though

repeated a t t e s t s  wart Bade by tha s so c la tle n  to in c rease  I t a  

atenbership, i t  seeoa to  have bean resigned to th e  r e a l i ty  which 

aade i t  im possib le . Poopls on the whole p re fe rre d  th e i r  nora 

in t io s tc  lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s  and i t  was d if f lc u l  b to  convince 

than to  pay double aenborchip fo e s . * ap la in ii«  to  the R eg is tra r

* . . F . f - boluhya e so c la tio n  to  a l l  lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s , 17.11.1956.

le e  - ppendix 1 | .  . F . v Menberehlp l l a t  1956. « t  the  and o f  1965
the ra th e r  e x e c r a te d  fig u re  o f  th ree  hundred and f i f t y  *a# sub­
m itted  to  the  R e g is tra r . ince the  avidenoe does not account fo r  
ouch a d rastic  improvement, t h i s  figure nuat ba viewed with su sp ic io n .

• .T .t oere tary 'e  annual Report, 1958 .  .

m .  173*, ««rotary to  B eetstror, 18.7.19& .
5r. . ' m .  173*, R o g t.trw  to  :<<cr*t<ur7 , 1 . 8 . 1  “o ’.
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the p o s itio n  o f the A sso c ia tio n 'a  membership l a  196.:, the sec re ta ry  

openly adm itted th a t  i t  had no independent e x is ten c e : "The number

o f nanbers could not be in s t i tu te d  since  /baluhya Tribe eoneio te  

o f oeventeen major Locations haring  naocia tiona  o f th e ir  ovn . . .  

they only a f f i l i a t e  to  the Ab&lufaya A ssocia tion ."^

Whether i t  was c o n s ti tu tio n a l o r no t the Abaluhya . >ooci*tion 

could c la in  to  re p re se n t the *baluhya tribesm en in  H kuru only 

through i t s  a f f i l i a t e d  lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s . In f a c t ,  i t  wss 

ab le to  o p e ra te  w ith in  the baluhya cosnunity only i f  i t  could en­

l i s t  the  support o f those a sso c ia tio n s . The balufaya c o n s ti tu tio n  

**s n i  a le s  ding In  th is  re sp ec t because i t  did n o t r e f e r  to  these 

e s s e n tia l  re la t io n s h ip s  with th e  A sso c ia tio n 'e  a f f i l i a t e s .  The 

oenbership c lau se  allowed scabersh ip  to  any Uouluhya over the age

o f  s ix teen  n o t m entioning the  corpora te  membership oi* the lo c a tio n a l
a

s s s o c ia tlo n s .

The c o n s t i tu t io n s  o f the  a f f i l i a t e d  nenbere a lso  evaded the 

is s u e .  In f a c t ,  only th ree  lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  pledged then- 

s e lv e s , in  g en era l te rn s ,  to  co-operate  with the  baluhya a ao c ia tlo n . ̂  

In r e a l i ty  th e  lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  an a f f i l i a t e d  nenbere o f  the 

p a ren t a s so c ia tio n  paid  c o lle c t iv e  m nbarohip fe e s  which in  1927 

amounted to  ^hs. £C/- p e r  onnu*.^ The bond between the  J-baluhya 

/ oaocla tlon  and tfc a f f i l i a t e s  was fu r th e r  strengthened fcy the  p r j e t -  

ic e  according to  which the  lu w c ia t lo n 'e  coadLttee tma couponed o f

\ H ie  173^, fe c re ta iy to  R e g is tra r , 5.5*196?.

H ie  175^ , undated c o n s ti tu tio n  (around 1956) .

m *  1091, fe*BS* Union, m .  1855, T i r ib i  Union) C.C/M01/  
dmA5 /1 /5 9  , Swdo Kenya Union, 2 .2 .1960.

(Minutes)

a sso c ia tio n s
woaadttee n e s tin g , 27.11.1957 
io n s ,  members o f  the A.W .b.,

l i s t  o f  lo c a tio n a l



re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  tho d if fe re n t  lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s . ~ Only 

the o ff ic e -h o ld e rs  were e lec  tod by the A a o c la t ic n 'a  general 

■ ••tin g  ir r e s p e c tiv e  o f  th e i r  c u b -tr ib a l o r ig in .

When th e  se c re ta ry  o f the  / beluhya s so e la tio n  explained to  

the R e g is tra r  the  p o s itio n  o f  i t s  a f f i l i a t e s ,  the  l a t t e r  po in ted  

ou t c o rre c tly  th a t  th i s  was n o t c o n f in e d  by the  c o n s t i tu t io n .2 

This n lsunderetandlng  brought to  l ig h t  the  discrepancy betveen the 

’'♦■ye in  • h ich  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n *  and the A dm inistration viewed the 

c o n s ti tu tio n s . The purpose o f  applyis*  the  . ocietise Rules <19*0 

to  t r i b a l  a s s o c ia tio n s , vas to  reg u la te  and c o n tro l th e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

3he beluhya t r i b a l  a s s o c ia tio n s , fo r  th e i r  p a r t ,  do no t seen to 

have taken t h e i r  c o n s ti tu tio n s  se r io u s ly . r o i n g  up a c o n s ti tu tio n  

on the B r i t is h  nodel was a prere- u l s l t e  fo r  r e g is t r a t io n ,  but i t  

apparently  had no t dawned on th e  co n a ittee  th a t i t  was a c tu a lly  

supposed to  re g u la te  th e i r  a f f a i r e .  The noet im portan t c o n s ti tu tio n a l 

fe a tu re s  f a i le d  to  appear in  the  a sso c ia tio n s '  c o n s t i tu t io n s .

In r e a l i t y  the balubya s  so e la t io n  was dependent upon the 

good-w ill and co -operation  o f  th e  lo ca tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s . There 

was no way in  which i t  could Bake then toe i t s  l in e  beside# appeal­

ing to  the sense o f  t r i b a l  s o l id a r i ty .  In  19^9 the B utsotso Associa­

tio n  refused  to  send re p re se n ta tiv e  a to  the A.W .A.'s co an lttee  u n t i l  

they knew ao re  about i t s  running .^  In 1957-8 th e re  ware a sso c ia tio n s
it

which had no re p re se n ta tiv e s  on the  Abaluhya A sso c ia tio n 's  committee. 

In 195° the Bunyore Union f e l l  o u t with the  A.W.A. because th ree  o f * V.

i (Minutes)
v0> .F ., w oosittee  meeting, 16. 10 . 19^9. Bukuou Union to * .k .  . ,  

10.5.1951. In terv iew : V. Nandva.

R.:7.  . ,  R e g is tra r  to  e c re ta iy , 18. 6. 19& .

. F . , Bu too loo  sso e la t io n  to  ..W. . ,  14 .^.1949.

V .  . F . , e c r e ta r y 's  nnunl R eport, 1958.



t l * i r  fo o tb a ll  p lay  ore hod l o f t  to  jo in  the . baluhya Football C lub .1

in  1959 tho b u m Union th reatened  to leave tha baluhya seo c ia tio n

ualaaa tho l a t t e r  reversed an a c tio n  ♦*lfn  a g a in s t a  Bunyoro u n u u

The Wanga Union stopped paying i t s  aanberofaip fo es  to  the co o c ia tio n ,

in  I960, because they clainod  they had been "deceived" by i U  o e c re t-

axy .' in  1955, Bunyala o c ie ty  had a grudge eg a la  a t  the ;.W .a.  bo*

cause a  Huluhya appointed as  an e ld e r  in  the lo c a l  f r ic a n  Court
L

*ea n o t fron  t h e i r  lo c a t io n . I t  use ev iden tly  d i f f i c u l t  to  keep 

a l l  the  a sso c ia tio n s  happy.

f i nan c i a l ly  the Abeluhya A ssociation  la rg e ly  depended on i t s  

a f f i l i a t e s .  Mot having a  la rg e  cco n itted  nenberehip of i t s  ©vm, 

any fu n d -ra is in g  opera tion  on a  tribe-w ide  sc a le  was w all beyond 

i t s  o rg a n is a tio n a l c a p a b il i ty .  Ccnae^.uantly i t  used to  delegate  to  

i t s  component a sso c ia tio n s  th e  reap o n o ih ility  fo r  c o lle c tin g  the 

r e  u ire d  funds. This wan done in  c a s ta  such a s  s  fund fo r  bu ild ing  

s  lo c a l school * scho larsh ip  fo r  overseas s tu d ie s  o r  the e n te r ta in *  

n eat o f  o f f i c i a l s  fn>a the  re se rv e .^

with the  strong c ro ao *cu tting  su b * trib a l sense of s o l id a r i ty  

c h a ra c te r is in g  the ^baluhya, th e  » belufaya - a o c ia tio n  was aona-hat 

in e f fe c tiv e  a s  a  c o -o rd in a to r. This was ia p lie d  in  1955 in  n l e t t e r  

o f  re s ig n a tio n  o f the / <*sociati n 's  sec re ta ry  who had hoped to  r e ­

v i t a l i s e  i t . ^  I t  was openly adm itted by the cholrnan  in  1957*

1 Bunyore Union to  1 8 .7 .195c.

4 Bunyore Union to  b&luhya * co o c ia tio n , 1 .7 .1959.

. F . , bangs Union to  .ba luhya s o c ie t ie s ,  2^.5 .1960.

\ . , F , f Bunyala o e ie ty  to  * .h . « , 8.JJ.1953.

" a,A ,F# | undated rep o rt on the NoJcuru - f r ic a n  P rim nrj School te*  
ten sio n  Fund; Abeluhya a sso c ia tio n  to  Bunyala - o c ie ty , 19.12.1956; 
Kakonega S ocie ty  to Abeluhya se o c ia tio n , .7 .1 1 .1 9 5 8 .

A*A#F .f D. Husonye to  Chairnan, 17.10.1955.



lo ca tio n  Bight bo*' J a o c ia tia n  i s  vexy weak, «v«m a b b I I

■ort e f f i c i e n t  than tho Abaluhya - aecc la tlo n . ,#X But I t  *aa s t i l l  

a nuclous around ^hioh /Jbaluhya s o l id a r i ty  *j»d u n ity  could r a l ly .  

aa ouch thoro  woro s u f f ic ie n t  in te re s t*  to  hoop i t  g 4 a g . There 

VAA A Alow b u t genuine growth o f  a sense o f t r i b a l  oo liu ^ rK y  and 

un ity  a t  th a t  le v e l .  This van n o t s trong  oooufh to  in h ib i t  a l l  e*- 

prosaieBA o f  s u b - tr ib a l  p a r t ie u la r l s a ,  bu t i t  d id  o s ta b lia h  mkxx̂  

tho Abaluhys a aoaao o f  coBBunity v is  a v is  tho o th e r t r i b a l  c een m l- 

tio o  in  tbs town. This sonso o f  cooRuaity was s tro n g e r among the 

oducatod and urbanised  than macmg tho i l l i t e r a t e  and m igrant 

tribaow L . In  ad d itio n  atmbora of tho «baluhjr« e l i t e  could not 

havo o rs r lo o te d  tho advrmtags o f  having a vide b a s is  fo r  th o lr  

p o l i t i c a l ,  economic o r  so c ia l  am bitions, with tho wid«dng o f  tho 

acalo  o f  r f r te a n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t l o a  baluhya p o l i t ic ia n s  appro- 

c ia to d  tbs p o te n t ia l  power ban# which a t r i b a l  cenatltuency  could 

becone*

inco I t  wae io p ra o tic a b le  to  tu rn  tho »baluhya »sao c ia tio n  

i t s a l f  in to  an e f fe c t iv e  nasa o rg an iza tio n , the  e f f o r t s  wore coo* 

co n tra  tod  on s tren g th en in g  i t s  fe d e ra l s tru c tu re*  I t  was hardly 

su rp ris in g  th a t  Msalnde Muiro, tho N*L.C. fo r  North Hyaara ( a  

fu tu re  p roa inon t h-.Ui lo ad er) woo tho one who cm n  to  Kakuru in  

1938 to  launch a campai gn to  forgo  tho 4sooclatlnn*a fe d e ra l u n ity . 

Although thoro woo onphaale on th o  n o n -p o litic a l n a tu re  o f tho 

■00tin g  ho addrosaod, M ulro'a m otives woro uned stateable. Ho put 

across tho ideo logy  o f Abolubya u n ity  in  a language understandable 

by tho a ie p le s t  tribesm an:

X,-.A#F .f Conedttoo noo ting , 27.11*1957* (Minutes)



th e  balufaya to  knov th a t Locational 
• sao c la tlo n e  aro  l ik e  f in d e rs  of th e  hand and th a t  the 
Afcaiatoi ao c ia tlo o  l a  th e  hand. I f  cue f in g e r  l a  i l l  
then I t  would a f fe c t  th e  whole hand* He th e re fo re  urged 
the Locations to  u n ite  f o r  the  sake of n a ia ta in l i^  the 
s tre n g th  o f  the beluhya «‘* raoc irtion . ' uch s tren g th  would 
enable the  baluhya sso c la tlo n e  in  the Colony to  combat 
the n a jo r  p rob leae which confront then to -day . "1

The chairman o f  th e  lo c e l branch added h is  own f ig u ra tiv e  verrdon,

s ta t in g  th a t the  lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n *  were comparable to  ooachee

o f a  t r a in ,  th e  engine being th e  baluhya - . e o d n t io n . "T herefore ,"

he added, " u n its*  Locational r s a c ia tie n e  u n ite ,  then au tom atica lly

th e re  wsuld n o t be the < baluhyr - seo e la t io n . " 1 2 i*n Im portant »*irce

o f s tren g th  to  the  baluhya i oeoela tion  *a* i t s  re co g n itio n , by the

: d a in ia t r e t ic n ,  as the re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  the H^Jniru i baluhya com-

raunlty aa a w h o le .'

The c lo se  a sso c ia tio n  between the H«kuru branch of the /4ha- 

liihya A ssociation and K DO during  the e a r ly  1960s Inv igorated  the 

esoc io tlon  and in te a s i f le d  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  There was a t  th a t  t in s  

a considerab le  upsurge o f  a sense o f  s o l id a r i ty  among the < baluhya 

tribesm en in  Hokum, fac ing  the Klkuyu-Luo a l l ia n c e . *1 though the 

i baluhya d isp lay ed . In  thoae y e a rs , a g re a te r  cohesion than th e i r  

b re th ren  in  th e  re se rv e , the beluhya A ssociation could n o t force 

a l l  the  lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  to  toe t h e i r  l in e .  The Maragoli 

l o c ie ty  refused  to  c o sn it  I t s e l f  to  K.-.DO and gave i t s  amabera a 

freedom o f cho ice . In th e  1961 General e lec tio n *  the *sin Kenya 

Union supported Ochwada, th e i r  fe llow  rib*m ain, vhouie a

a K HU can d id a te . The Union suspended i t s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  In  the 

t baluhya s a o c ia tio n 'a  Meeting fo r  the  duration  o f  the  e lec tio n

1  • .F . ,  General Meeting, 16.2.1958* (Minutes)

2A*A#F . t ..acre t s  17 to  H og istra r o f  S o c ie tie s , 13*3«1958*

^The ro le  o f th e  ^ucdnl a t  nation  in  conso lidating  the au th o rity  of 
t r i b a l  lev e l a sso c ia tio n s  la  d iscussed  below, pp.



e w y l f i , 1

Thi am&lgulty o f - taluhy* un ity  v y  re f le c te d  a t  yo t two 

ad d itio n a l l e v e l s .  la  1957 the  Vananda o r  . bananda j caoc ia tion  

*** formed in  N»kuru. I t  combined four c lo se ly  re la te d  su b -tr ib e * , 

n z m ly  Waaga, K a m a , Klaa and Butsetso* Tboaa a u b -tr ib e s  fonaad 

tha nucleus o f  the North Kavirondo Baraga in  195£Jt*« The Yananda 

t ao c ia tio n  was not r e g is te r e d , n e ith e r  did i t  hare  l t e  own aeabar- 

sh ip . I t  wan a co -o rd in a tin g  body -hose o f f ic e r s  and committee 

•sab e rs  rep resen ted  the  re  epee t i r e  lo ca tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s . I t  

i s  p o ss ib le  th a t  th is  s lig n n e n t case about because these four 

a sso c ia tio n s  f e l t  th a t they were inadequately rep resen ted  in  the 

beluhya s s o o la t lo n 's  le a d e rsh ip  which *as la rg e ly  doninated by 

people o f Bunyore and Kakaaega* The Yananda i a o c ia tio n 1 e committee 

n e t only  when th e re  van a  common problea to  soles* lb  the  f i r s t  

p la ce , i t  pooled th e  e f f o r t s  and resources o f  the four component 

a sso c ia tio n s  to  so lve w elfare problems a ffe c tin g  th e i r  aeabers*

They a lso  p re sen ted  a u n ited  f ro n t  in  general n e s tin g s  o f the 

baluhy* A sso c ia tio n ,p articu la rly  in  re -e le c tio n s  o f  o ff ic e -h o ld e rs , 

c re a tin g  *’a l o t  o f  confusion and dlvi& n"**

The f ls s ip a ro u s  tend e n d  os o f  the baluhya segmentary so c ie ty  

revealed  them selves a t  an even low er le v e l o f s o c ia l  o rg an !ra tio n  

in  lfckuru* o l id a r i ty  a t  the s u b - tr ib a l  lev e l in  the town had a 

v iab le  b a s is  in  th e  equ ivalen t s o c io -p o li t ic a l  u n i t  in  the reserve* 

But even the  u n ity  o f  the lo c a t io n a l a sso c ia tio n  could not be taken 

fo r  granted* I t  had to be c u lt iv a te d  and evon then i t  was not alwgys

*i‘e« below*
2

In terv iew : N. Cdongo*



achieved. The const-nt propagation of unity In th* T irlk l Onion 

<*irtn£ the early  19$C* r t m l s  a lack of I t .  Thor* »** th* usual 

c o ^ la ln t  tha t th* sub-tribe lagged behind because of lack of 

unity. "Thor* la  trouble ahead, l e t  no unite" wan th* m**eng* of 

th* Union** chairm an/ At a General Meeting of the Biayore TJnlon 

in 1963 th* th*me van s la l la r .  The Union*# chairman urged hie 

fellow sub-tribe men to re-unit*  prooisix*; tha t " i f  w# are 

w lted  no tr ib e  ^jBub-trib^ fnw  other location oould defeat 

ua In trade o r p o l i t ic * " /

Id a m ity  among the  aogmmtmry aub -trlbe*  ***, in  f a c t ,  

s tru c tu ra l*  Paroch ia l 1 mi in  th e  reserve  went down to  the c lan  

and even cub-clan  le v e l* . Is  te rn s  of ood& l in te ra c t io n  th e re  

was always a p rA ren c*  fo r  the  s e a t  la se d la t*  k in sh ip  group. While 

the town provided a stim ulus f o r  id « n tif lc a t io n  on a wldar seal#  

i t  did n o t b a s ic a l ly  a l t e r  th e  s c a le  o f aocia l p r i o r i t i e s .  There 

l a  l i t t l e  doubt f ia t  th i s  ao c ia l p refe rence  woa o p e ra tiv e  a t  the 

p ersonal le v e l from the  e a r ly  beginnings o f baluhya m igration 

in to  Ifakuru. num erically , however, i t  *aa p r a c t ic a l ly  Inconceivable 

to  form asso c ia tio n *  a t  th a t  lev e l*  A* soon as the  nunbers allow ed, 

clansmen responded.

This happened la  th e  e a r ly  19t0n and th e re a f te r  with the 

in c rease  o f th e  i baluhya popu la tion  In  the  to*n. I t  was a  s ig n i­

f ic a n t  coincidence th a t the  e a r ly  19^0*, which saw th*  emergence 

o f  the ~.W.A* in  Ifokuru ae the u ltim a te  expression  o f  the t r i b e 's  

s t ru c tu ra l  u n ity , a lso  w itnessed th* beginning* o f  c lan  a sso c ia tio n s , 

bunyore clansmen gave th* lead forming the f i r s t  c lan  a sso c ia tio n  

around 19^3* one fiv e  Bunyor* c lan  asso c ia tio n *  war* formed during

^ T ir lk l Union I l l M  (T .F .U .), C ow dttee  a M t iw ,  19 .ll.196 l, 
16.^.196^1 o « n .r* l Booting, 10.6.1961. ( Minutes)

- (Minutes)
o enera l me*tin g , 31*3»190*(M inutes)



97

th# 1960s . during the  1950a u d  early  1960a sev e ra l ad d itio n a l 

^nQroro el mis forced a s s o c ia t io n s /  The su b -d iv is io n  of tha Bun- 

yore Union v en t. In  f a c t ,  f u r th e r  d t u  than the  e lan  le v e l with 

the form ation o f  two cmb-clen a u o e ia t io e c .  th e  Abesuadl, as cub- 

e lan  o f  the A benutete, and th e  4b esik h a le f a a .b -claa  o f  the  

^baaiekve, re g ie te re d  th e i r  a e e o d a tlo a a  la  196? . '  g a la  whenever 

i t  w u  num erically  p o ss ib le  th e re  « y  a tendency to  o rgan ise  a t  

a  lo v e r and norm in tim a te  le v e l .  The eagcinesa to  a a e o d a te  a t  

th is  le v e l vac b e e t dem onstrated by the bhando, a sub-clam of the 

banu tets, who a t  manbar a  in  Nakuru a t t e s t e d  in  I 960 to  o rganise  

on an iim oeaib ly  w a ll  e c c le . In a  l e t t e r  to th e  R eg is tra r  the 

chairman exp lained  the f a i lu re  o f so c ie ty ; "The above so c ie ty  d id  

apply fo r  r e g is t r a t io n  but l a t e r  i t  wna d isp o n e d  ae i t s  sec re ta ry

l e f t  Nnkunt and sons o f  i t s  nsnhers l e f t  fekuru remaining only a
4

few who a t  l a s t  jo in ed  Bunyore Union." Most o f  Bunyore e lan  and 

aub-clan a s so c ia tio n s  ware reg i s ta red  In  the  l a t e  1950a and the

e a rly  1960a .

The Marmgoli had two r e g is te r e d  c lan  a sso c ia tio n s  in  196? 

and 1963*^ They had a t  le a s t  ano ther u n rag is te red  e lan  a s s o c ia tio n .^

-aterv iaw i J .  Otukboi there  were the fo llow ing c laa s i
bamutete, banangall, betongoyi, bosi r a ta l  and baaiekwe.

2These veret lUxkangm Hukooe, hganga, im bali, Lnakunda, b aau ll, 
baslkhale and basakaasd. In terv iew ! J .  Otukfco, K  tyanbaka.

* .s . a. ,  f l l e n  17»7t 3756, 1761, 3* 06.  D.C/Hku/ d W l5 A ?/l7 1 ,

^R.~. . ,  F ile  353A| £>.C/ldcu/ .dnA V l?A 69# Interview  b.Njyaabaka.

^KM /D#C/M ku/dep.?A67, > bhando so c ie ty  to  R e g is tra r , 20.  6.  I 960.

W W U / 1 J8, <1— U  tttlf tx *  ■o c l . ty  1962j B.C.A.,  i l l .  
6703, Vokoli Youth a sso c ia tio n , 19631 J* Onego, o o . c l t . . p.51*

^Interview* Z* la b ia l ;  i t  was th e  a sso c ia tio n  o f  th e  Buyonga c lan .



The T ir ik i  had two un reg istered  c lan  a sso c ia tio n * , th a t  o f tha 

' balokhoba c lan  was formed as e a r ly  as 19*0 and th a t  o f tha  

balokhomba c lan  in  1951.^ The Busoni a o f  K isa, who vara , in  

f a c t ,  one big c lan , alao  lad a faw su b -a sso c ia tio n s . Tha caoa of 

tha  Buyonga sub-c lan  showed tha  t r a n s i t io n  fron in fo  raw 1 to  in ­

formal so c ia l o rg an iza tio n . In  19^8 there  vara about s ix  members 

o f tha sub-clan  liv in g  in  Nakuru. They used to meat to g e th er about 

once a  month fo r  so c ia l purposes. In 1930 whan more of th e i r  sub­

clansmen came to  tha town they ae t up a formal a s so c ia tio n .  ̂

The committees of the Bunyore Union and tha Busamt; Friendly

Society  and i t s  predecessors were composed mainly o f rep resen ts  t i r e s
k

o f  the a f f i l i a t e d  clan  o r  sub -c lan  a sso c ia tio n s . The case o f t h a . 

T ir ik i  Union in d ic a te s  th a t  account was taken o f the  various e lan s , 

even when most members were n o t organised in  c lan  a sso c ia tio n s .

In 1961 a committee member complained th a t in  th e  l a s t  e le c tio n s  

fo r  o ff ic e -h o ld e rs  only people from one area  were e le c te d . The

committee agreed to  hold ano ther e lec tio n  with the  view, presumably,
„ 5

to  g ive re p re se n ta tio n  to  more c la n s .

The case o f Bunyore Union shows th a t  clan  a sso c ia tio n s  

occasionally  f e l l  out with the p a re n t a s so c ia tio n , mainly on grounds 

o f d isc r im in a tio n . Abasiekwe Union complained in  .195^ th a t  i t a  

members did n o t g e t  a ss is tan ce  from Bunyore Union, whereas th e i r  

Union a s s is te d  o th e r c lan  a sso c ia tio n s . They fu r th e r  accused Bunyore

^Interview* W. M ulogoli.
2

J .  Osogo, o p . c l t ^  P -88-

^ In tetv iew ; W. Nandwa.

S .U .F . , A beoiratei Friendly S o c ie ty  to  Bunyore Union, 7 .8 .1962. 
In terv iew : V. Nandwa, K. Nyambaka.

5T .U .F ., Committee meeting, 26 .3 .1961. ( Minutes)



Union o f no t In v itin g  i t s  mctabero to  i t s  neetings*^ In 195^

the bao&ngeli c lan  a sso c ia tio n  stopped paying membership fees

to Bunyore Union because one o f  th e i r  members fa i le d  to ob ta in

re s is ta n c e  fron  the Union and beoeuse no elonaman w*» se lec ted

fo r  the  Bunyore fo o tb a ll  team. In  196 the A b eaire te i refused

to  sand t o  re p re se n ta tiv e s  to  Bunyore Union coandttae  because

they did not l ik e  the Union' ne*  c o n a titu tio n i 'why should e

send t  o people vho vould be s to o g es ."^  Bven w ith in  c lanaeaoc ie tione

harmony d id  n o t always p rev a il*  la  196? a n e u te r  o f the Kbiba eub-

clan  o f  theAbeoutete c lan  complained th a t b is  people vara unable
k

to  achieve u n ity  with the Abaeutata S ociety .

while th e se  c o n f l ic ts  d id  n o t c o n s ti tu te  the n r in  fea tu re  

o f the re la tio n s h ip s  w ith in  lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s , they fu r th e r  

h igh ligh ted  the  in h e re n t ten sio n  between un ity  and p a rtic u la rism  

in  a so c ie ty  in  hlch  lo y a l t ie s  a re  s tra n g e s t to  the lo -e e t so c ia l 

u n i t .  Hep re se n tin g  so c ia l u n ite  in  t*felch k in sh ip  t i e s  were s trong  

the c lan  a sso c ia tio n s  had, in  comparison to  the lo c a tio n a l a sso c i­

a tio n s , c e r ta in  advantages. I t  seems on the whole th a t e clan 

a sso c ia tio n  van ab le  to  e n l i s t  p ro p o rtio n a lly  more members than 

any lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n . Besides the obvioue personal p re fe ren ce , 

members of a c lan  could bring more p ressu re  to  beer on in d iv id u a l 

clansmen to  jo in  the a s s o c ia tio n . I t  could a lso  e x e r t more p re ss­

u re  cm the In d iv id u a l to  conform to  the group*a norma. Clan

^B .U .F., baaiekve Union to Bunyore In i on* r l . l l .1 9 9 t*

‘ B .U .F ., bctmaagaOi . eoci& tion to  Bunyore Union, 11 *9* 199* •

, bo s i r  t  s i  F o lio , sh ip  c c i i ty  to  Bunyore Onion, 1 9 .6 .1 9 6 .

J» Cndnde to bantu te te  Society through Bunyore Union, 
19*6.196 .
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asso c ia tio n *  tended to  show nor* i o U n s t  in  the well belt*  o f 

th o ir  members. 1

Clan a sso c ia tio n s*  however* had obvious lim ita tio n s*  F ir s t  

o f  a ll*  they could only re ly  on the support o f a  U n i tad number 

o f people* Ia  the  case of the Buuyore cone of th e  c lan  a sso c ia tio n s  

had r e la t iv e ly  la rv a  memberships: Abaslekwe* 20-96j Auasirmtai*

^ ’• 6|  Nganga* >0-^ 8; Abaaundi* J0- 5Q. This was near to independ­

ence when the Abaiufcya popula tion  in  the tou ivas la rg e s t ,  Bunyore* 

o f course* wan the b iggest Aualuhya su b -tr ib e  in  Natauru. Other Dun-

yore c lan  a s so c ia tio n s  had an even nova U n ite d  membership even a t
2

th a t  period* * Bunyore Union n t  th a t  tin e  could count on up to four 

hundred members. bunyore Union* furthermore* could operate  -hen 

the need aroee* w ith in  the  Bunyore cn— ml ty  ns n whole* .-song the 

Busamia o f K iss  Location nenberehip in  th e  clan assoc ia tions su s t 

have been very em ail indeed*

o p era ting  among a  popu la tion  la rg e ly  coapoeed o f aigranta* 

clan  a s so c ia tio n s  ware exposed to  such f lu c tu a tio n s  in  sembsrsbip 

which could* s t  tise s*  jeo p ard ise  th e i r  very existence* The case 

o f the Abhando so c ie ty  which f a i le d  to  e e ta U ia h  i t s e l f  because o f 

th is  reason has bean noted. The membership o f imakunda .society f e l l  

oy 5C’ /o  due to  tr a n s fe r s  o r d ischarges which re su lte d  in  menbers 

going back to  th e  reserve* In 195® the so c ie ty  was fu r th e r  in ­

cap ac ita ted  by seasonal absence o f  most o f i t s  members!

"In  January moat o f  the people were s t i l l  in  
ho lidays and in  the meantime two o ff ic e -b e a re r*  
were s t i l l  in  th e i r  long leave  u n t i l  February*
In  larch  the  sec re ta ry  took h is  leave ••• l a

*A,£outfcall« "The Concept o f E llte e  and th e i r  Formation in  Uganda" 
i a  P*C* Lloyd (ad*)* The hew U l t e e  of T rop i-a l A frica* OBP* London 
1970. pp . A .P a r k in ,  W r i t o u r s  nn<- •'■mi n/■;& in pii. . i r.i. m

itar ward. London 1969* pp- 150-1,

cl  ee Appendix 1 *
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the c tro a w tj i ic t* , both tho chairman and v ice  
chairman used to  be in  the  re  nerve doe to  i l l
h o a ith  o f  th a i r  homo a f f a i r s

Inder these circum stance , tho  ex istence  o f o baqj c lan  a sso c ia tio n s , 

e sp e c ia lly  during tho 19kQe and the early  19% a, moot have been 

ephemeral.

A d d itio n a lly , the le ad e rsh ip  o f c lan  a sso c ia tio n a  e ss , on the 

vto l e v o f a  low er standard in  to m e  of urban s ta tu s .  The leadersh ip  

o f tho lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  could be eery  u se fu l to  rlnnanmi in  

need and to  th e  c lan  a sso c ia tio n s  c o lle c tiv e ly  because o f  th e ir  i n ­

fluence and b e t te r  co n tac ts  in  lie  to  n. The Locational a s s o c ia tio n s , 

by th e i r  s iz e ,  were b e t te r  equipped to  organize so c ia l a c t i v i t i e s  

such a s  fo o tb a ll  teams o r dances.

L as tly  the  lo ca tio n a l a sso c ia tio n  o ffe red  the  in d iv id u a l bums* 

ber both the f a m il ia r i ty  and th o  sense o f e ec u rlty  derived from 

belonging to n la rg e  group. In  th i s  context tho Kejfcness o f  the 

- boluhya . s s o c ia t lo a  steamed from i t s  remoteness from the In d iv id u a l 

tribesm en and from i t s  almost to t a l  dependence on i t s  co n s titu en t 

lo c a tio n a l a s s o c ia tio n s . In Rokuru the lo c a tio n a l a ssoc ia tion*  

r.ecm to  have been, with a l l  t h e i r  d e f ic ie n c ie s , the  most so lid  lin k  

in  the chain o f  . boluhya t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s . The th ree  le v e ls  

o f  t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n  formed s  skele ton  o f a  ays ten  o f  communication 

and s o c ia l  c o n tro l ,  which cou ld , in  time o f  c r i s i s ,  m obilise  the 

m ajo rity  o f th e  j  boluhya tribesm en in  the town.

T n g  '  r l g l n  a n d  . - • e T e l g p t x m t  o f  t h e  I m p  T r i b a l  j a o c l a t l o n g

The development o f the Luo t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  in  Hokuru woe

H i s  1787, fmslnnulw so c ie ty  to  R eg is tra r , 1958.



s i n l l e r  in  aany reep sc t to  thea* of tbo J baluhya, Tho M r l i n t  

in fo  m o t ion on tho Luo, however, do to a back only to  193*. ty  th a t  

yoar tho Luo Union had boon founded and vae ca ta r in g  fo r  a l l  tho 

-i o trlVc:xion in  Nakuru. I ta  chairman, Hoaoa Aplnyc, was an un- 

oducatod headeen eaployed by tho Konya Faraere ia e o c ia tio n . 1  Con- 

pr.red vith the baluhya,which had in  two n u tu a lly  an tag o n ic tic

a sso c ia tio n s , tho ac tteveoen t o f  un ity  a t  tho t r i b a l  lo ro l anonc 

tho Luo ueeao to  hare boon a n a tu ra l prococo.

Tho Luo t r ib o  In h ab itin g  tho S U tr ie ta  a f  co n tro l and ^cnth 

Nyaaro, i a ,  l i k e  i t a  baluhya o o u n to ip a rt, a  segmentary t r ib o .

I t  l e  composed o f cu b -trib ea  which aro fu r th e r  Rub-divided in to  

c lana and l in e a g e s , A c u b -tr ib e  was, t r a d i t io n a l ly ,  "a a o lf  contained 

land ho ld ing , p o l i t i c a l  and r i t u a l  entity*’. ' Tho concept o f  Luo 

un ity  hod never hod s o c io - p o l i t ic a l  expression , Bore, however, 

the a l n l l a r l t y  between tbo baluhya and tho Luo end*. Tho Luo in  

fu r th e r in g  tho cause o f  t r i b a l  un ity  and s o l id a r i ty ,  could invoke 

th e i r  coaaon l in g u is t i c  and c u l tu ra l  h e rita g e . In  tho context o f 

Konya, they wore the only M io t ic  group in  a aea o f  Bantu and 

Nilo-TUeritic t r ib o  a . This added an e x tra  dimension to  th e i r  d ie -  

t in e tirc o c a o . In a  nixed town l ik e  H kuru tho Luo 's dieU .nct 

c u ltu ra l  id e n t i ty  waa enhanced, Tbo Luo, fo r  example, were tho 

only people who os a ru le  did n o t circuncdao th e i r  boys o r  g i r l s .  

Instead  th e i r  I n i t i a t i o n  corenonioa involved tho removal o f the 

lower in c is o r s .  Tho Kikuyu, by o o n irso t, obhored tho idee o f  i®- 

clrcunclood a d u l ts ,  Tho Luo found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  m aster iw a h ili ,  

b a s ic a lly  a 3»ntu language, which bocana the lin g u a  franca o f

'In te rv iew s J ,  Oluoch,

G. * llooa , Luo Customary Low and Marriage Laws. r t p r in te d  N airobi
1968, p .2.
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ord inary  fr icm w  in  * o u lU - t r ib a l  to m .

la  a d d itio n , tha Luo could r e la te  Um cm I tui to  a rn—rm 

h is to r ic a l  t r a d i t io n .  H le to r io a lly  tha Luo o f  Kenya repreeented 

the aouthern th ru s t  o f  the Milo t i c  expansion which had i t s  o rig in  

in  the  uda*u p a r t  from  th a t ,  the  Loo o f  Kenya r e la te  thenselvec 

to  the  legendary f ig u re s  o f Ppdbo and Ha wort, the  coontexparte o f 

the B ib lic a l dan and broken. These two m ythical founder' o f the 

t r ib e  were in te g ra te d , even in  d a n  genealogies* Kanogi H ill  In  

Kadiao, vhare Sonogi i s  sa id  to  hare  s e t t le d ,  i s  regarded se  the 

c rad le  o f the Luo t r ib e .  Whsreaa the concept o f  beluhya un ity  

wee la rg e ly  th e  e re c tio n  o f educated tribesm en, Luo un ity  oould 

count on a puch nore p o s it iv e  reeponee a t  the g raae  ro o ts .

S tru c tu ra l ly , however, th e  Luo, o rgan ising  thenaelvee in  

the town, ex h ib ited  the  sane t a s t e  aa tha baluhya fo r  a p ro l i f e r a t io n  

o f aaeo c ia tio n a  a t  d if f e r e n t  lev e ls*  By 193$ a t  l s a s t  four lo c a tio n - 

ad a sso c ia tio n s  wore in  e x is ten c e  in  Nakuru: Can, lego , Ggenya
p

and lUno* Luo a se o c ia tio n s  a t  th a t  l s v s l  a lso  tandsd to  fo ra
le v e l a t

a t  th e  s u b - t r ib o l / r a th e r  th a n /th e  le v e l o f  the  a d n ln is tra tlv a  

lo c a tio n . Lhe Can su b - tr ib e  in  th e  reserve  was d iv ided  in to  two 

ad m in is tra tiv e  lo c a t io n s , a s  wars Uganye and Kano.'' In  n o e t cases, 

however, th e re  wee an overlap  between the adcd.nls t r a t iv e  lo c a tio n s  

and the  s u b - tr ib a l  u n i ts .  These fou r su b -tr ib e s  were repreeented 

in  Nakuru in  g r e a te r  mothers than  n ost o thar Luo s u b - tr ib e s . These 

a sso c ia tio n s  were exclusive  end were n o t jo ined  by nenbere o f o th e r 

su b -trib es*  These were cate red  f o r  by the Luo Union. 1

1 B.A.Qgct, H is to r y . . . .  pp. 1 ^ -3 2 *  K*L*Lvana P ritc h a rd ,” 2>dbe» 
jmA ClsQ^/« khodoo-Livlnnctooe J u rn a I> Ho. 7% 19**9* p.33*
In terv iew : L.Keso, K. Chech, J .  Oluoch.

^S*K*£vans P r itc h a rd , o p . c l t . . p . !5.



In  about 1929 Um people formed a fo o tb a ll  team and /Jlogo

followed s u i t .  The a t were the  only Luo lo c a tio n a l teems which

played in  the  lo c a l league . 1 By 19̂ C- a Luo F o o tb a ll Club vae

foraed which wma a ttach ed  to  th e  Loo Union. In  19kl the chairman

of the  Luo Union veto HoaeaYimbo, a prominent Luo c le rk . In the

ea rly  19^0a th e  aa in  a c t iv i ty  o f  the Luo Union vac, according to

one source, c o lle c t io n  o f aoney and organizing a  te a  pa rty  a t

the end o f each y e a r . In  1 9 ^  both chaim an and v ice  chairman were

lo c a l Luo t a i l o r s .  I t  then became, apparen tly , a  l i t t l e  more

a c tiv e . '  In 19^6 the Union become in c reas in g ly  in te re s te d  in  the
h

problem o f Luo p r o s t i tu te s .

In  1 9 ^  thanmnbers o f the Nyakach s u b - tr ib e  formed the !tya^ 

kach Union, i The Nyakach o u b -tr ib e  was a lso  num erically  strong in  

lfekkrv.. The o th e r  Luo lo c a t io n a l a sso c ia tio n s  were formad e i th e r  

in  the  l a te  ISkOm o r  during the  f i r s t  h a lf  o f  th e  1950c* In 195b 

some th ir te e n  lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  v e r t a f f i l i a t e d  to the  Luo 

Union, Nakuru b ranch .^ In 1956 and 1957 the A a in is tra tio n  in ­

creased the p re ssu re  on t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  to  r e g i s te r .  U ntil 

then the Gen Kahuna Union, fo r  e x a ^ le ,  was tinder the l^ r e e td o n  

th a t they were covered by the  r e g is t r a t io n  o f the Luo Union. ̂  

Consequently moat Luo lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  re g is te re d  in  1957

and the  rem ainder in  1958. By then th e re  were eleven  a sso c ia tio n s
7

o f su b - tr ib e s  o r ig in a tin g  from C entral Nyenrn. In  Nakuru there

xInterview s L. Heso.

' Interview s J .  Oluoch.
x
•''Interviews J .  Odada..

;+KNs/D.C/Kni/dep.2/7l>t S ecre tary  to  D.C., 11.3.19**6.

^NKv/ f r ic a n  A ffa ire  Committee, a  d ra f t  o f a speech by a Luo 
Union o f f i c i a l ,  3 .11.1956.

CGen kahuma Union f i l e s  (G .K .F .U .), S ecretary  to  R e g is tra r , 28.6.1956. 
D.C« to S e c re ta ry , 19.7.1957.

7J?n t leg o , Ugenyz, Last and West Kano, lfrakach, flaenbo, Uyoca,______
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were r e la t iv e ly  few Luo from outh tyanza and they were a l l  

o r g a n ic .  by 1957 in  one a sso c ia tio n , the  Karachuonyo Hilanbo 

Union.*

The Luo lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  ver© not f re e  from d iv is iv e  

tendencies* The Karachuonyo KiLambo Union s p l i t  in  195® fa r in g  

way to  Karachuonyo Union, which Included only the  Karachuonyo eut^ 

tr ib e , and to  Hllanbo Union, which ca te red  fo r  the r e s t  o f  "outh 

Hyunaa s u l» tr ib e s  p re sen t i n  Mokuxu* The s p l i t  apparently  occurred 

because the r e s t  o f 2 ou th  tfyanza tribesm en resen ted  the way they 

were tre a te d  by the  Rarachuonyo m ajo rity . J The s p l i t  between 

the Kadioo and Umbo from Tinbo Location re f le c te d  the  r iv a lry  

between these two groups in  the  re se rv e . The members o f Kadlec 

c lan  were Indigenous to  the a re a  In  *hich they liv e d  but they were 

g re a tly  outnumbered by the  l a t e r  lead  g ra n ts , th c ia b o .  The forma­

tio n  o f  the Kadino Union in  1957 expressed th e i r  d e sire  to  be
k

separa ted  from Tinbo L ocation. The Umbo Union c a rrie d  on i t s  

sep a ra te  e x is te n c e . In  1959 th e  Last / lege -p o r ts  and Welfare 

e s o d a tio n  was founded aa a  r e s u l t  of d is s a t is f a c t io n  on the p a r t  

o f Jw*nt /lego  people with the  running o f /le g o  Ksgar Union. They 

a lso  f e l t  th a t  they were d iscrim ina ted  a g a in s t .^

H isto rically  the d i f f e r e n t  lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  varied  

in  strength* Membership on th e  whole f lu c tu a te d  g re a t ly . Cm  

Kahuna Union was the b ig g est w ith a  steady Increase  from e ig h ty -f iv e

A......................................................  .......... .......... ........................................................

lakws, limbo and Kajulu*

V - . A . ,  Karachuonyo KUenbo Union K ilo. Hilaxabo in  luo stondi 
fo r  sou th . Korsehuonjo van the  b ieeo a t I o . th  By«n»s oub-trlbo
in  ILkuru*

* Karachuonyo su b - tr ib e  occupied th ree  lo ca tio n s  in  - outh Hyanra.

J/Uku/d«p*cr/l65, Karachuonyo MHambo Union to  U*C», 3U#/*19S>^e 
in terv iew s ~.b*CJuka.

Sl*~. /fadimo Union f i l s .  Interview * U  L* Ojuka*
5l *C/»lu/  * 1/ 13/ 12/ 53, Lost / le g o  -p o rta  and W elfare w coeiation  to
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In  1957 to k22 members in  19&* I t  was followed by Ugenya Union 

which in c reased  i  ta  membership from 175 in  195$ to  2*0 in  1963.  

logo Hagar rep resen tin g  probably the b ig g est Luo su b - tr ib e  in  

Nekuru lagged behind. » o a  a maximum of 1C* in  1959 i t s  nsnberehip 

f e l l  d r a s t ic a l ly  to  a nere 13  in  i 960, apparen tly  'becauee-Qf an in ­

c rease  o f the  membership fee to  ten  s h il l in g s  a y e a r .1 t 1 the 

o th e r end o f  th e  sca le  th e re  were the a sso c ia tio n s  rep resen ting  

the anal l e s t  su b - tr ib e s  in  Nakuru. Uyona U nion's nenbershlp dropped 

fron  th i r ty  in  1959 to  n in e teen  in  19& and K ajulu Union was a t

the bottom o f  the  l i s t  with a  nenbershlp ranging fron  ten  in  1959
2to  fourteen  in  1965*

In i t s  ro le  o f lead ing  i t s  t r ib a l  com un lty  and in  i t s  re­

la tio n e  v ith  th e  co n stitu en t a sso c ia tio n s , th e  p o s itio n  o f  the 

Luo Union van much s tro n g e r than  th a t  o f i t s  /baluhyn counter­

p a r t .  The p o s i t io n  o f the  Luo Union in  Nakuru was enhanced by the 

form ation o f th e  Luo Union (£»A.) in  1952. I t  l a  somewhat eur- 

p lin in g  th a t  the  Luo who possessed nanny a t t r ib u te s  o f  t r i b a l  u n ity  

e s tab lish ed  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  s t r u c tu r a l  u n ity  so much l a t e r  than the 

Abaluhya. On th e  o th e r hand i t  i s  more than p o s a b le  th a t the in ­

heren t sense o f  t r i b a l  u n ity  lessened  the  need to  overcome e x is tin g  

d iv is io n s . The f i r s t  a ttem pt to  form s  Luo Unim covering the whole 

colony was made in  19^6. The id ea  was conceived *1 Maseno Highachool. 

in  the Luo re se rv e  by Qginga Odingn, Richard Arina and W alter Odede,

L .C ., 25 .9 .1959. , Interview s 0 . U aanji.

^ . 3 . / . ,  F ile  1792, Alego Ragar Union to  R e g is tra r , 27.^.1961.

For s  d e ta i le d  membership o f tb s  Luo lo c a tio n a l a s s o c ia t io n ,  
sse  ppendlx I I .

^KMa/  fr ic o n  A ffa ire  Committee, a d r a f t  o f a speech by a Luo Union 
Leader, 3 .11 .1956 . Qginga Odinga, o p .c j t . . p .1 3 1 , claim s th a t 
the Luo Union < X O  was form ally  e s tab lish ed  in  August 1953.
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teach ers  a t  the  school. Regarding thenselves mm r e p r e e e n t i^  the 

1a»o e d u c a u l  e l i t e ,  they wanted Maseao to  becone the cen tre  o f 

the Union, The i n i t i a t i v e  f a i le d  as a r e s u l t  o f  what appears 

to have been a  r i f t  between town and country. The Luo Union, i t  

should be renenbered, was fornsd as  an urban o rg an isa tio n  c a te r ­

ing fo r  Luo liv in g  in  the  towns. The Luo Union N airobi refused  to  

accept the le ad e rsh ip  s e t  up in  Klsunu, 1  B a i l in g  on Nairobi as 

the headquarte rs  o f  the colony-wide Union. 1

In  19V  the  tra n * fo rm tlo n  o f  the Luo Union in to  the Bain 

v eh ic le  of Luo u n ity  throughout Seat f r i e s ,  gave th s  Nakuru branch 

s  considerab le  boost. Ths lo c a l  branch was in sp ire d  by th e  le ad e rs  

o f th s  leo  Union (£ •> •)• Cginga Gdinga th s  p re s id e n t o f the Union

i ddreseed in  1955 a general n ee tin g  of th e  lo c a l branch, propa-
A 2

g a tin g  the aims o f  the Union. The Luo Union was no longer a acre 

lo c a l a f f a i r .  Local le a d e rs  began to  view th e i r  ro le  in  a wider 

p e rsp ec tiv e ! "The p o s itio n  was changed l a  19V when the Union was 

brought under one ro o f and Headouartere changed to  Klsuisu. Today 

th is  union i s  f ig h tin g  to  inprove fte people s o c ia l ly ,  educa tiona lly  

and n o r a l l y . T h s  lo c a l branch was ac tiv a ted  by p ro jec t#  i n i t i ­

a ted  by the h ead q u arte rs . The a a ln  one was the Ofafa Manorial /und 

fo r  th s  b u ild in g  o f Ofafa Manorial S a il in  Kiounu. This fund vhich 

vaa launched in  1955 Involved a l l  the Luo t r i b a l  a a a o d a tlo n c  under 

the d ire c tio n  o f  the  lo c a l branch o f  the Luo Union, u n t i l  Independ­

ence and beyond.*

1Qginga Gdinga, o p . c i t . , p.87* .

'N .K ... .  .U .f '. ,  Ifrruao (Nakuru), 15.11.1955, p . l .

■UN /  Tricon A ffa ir#  C oonlttee, a  d r a f t  o f  a speech o f a Luo 
Union N kuru branch le a d e r , 5 .1 1 .

Cginga Gdinga, o p . c i t . . p . l > ' .  In terv iew : £ .L .0 ju b a .
4



in  ouch an undertaking, however, the lo c a l  branch o f  the

Luo Union van 'h o l ly  dependent upon the co -opera tion  on l t o  a / f l l i -

• tec lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s . These co llec ted  the  money, competing

fo r  a gup donated by a  prominent N-kuru Luo. The Luo Union, Nakuru

branch, dependedtm the f in a n c ia l  oaeiatance o f th e  lo c a tio n a l

a sso c ia tio n s  fo r  o th e r  purposes as u t i l . * * The Luo Union's c o m ltte e ,

l ik e  th a t o f  the balufaya se o c ia tlo n , was composed o f rep re  aen t a t  i r e  a

o f  tho r a i l  one lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s , only th e  o ff ic e -h o  Id  era

being e lec ted  by a general s e e tin g .^

Cn the whole, the Luo Union wna b a s ic a lly  a  fed e ra tio n  of

lo c a t io n ^  a s s o c ia t io n s . l to  p o s itio n  v is - s - v ls  the  lo c a tio n a l

a sso c ia tio n s  was, hovever, much s tro n g er than th a t o f  the boluhya

cao c le tio n . Ugenya Union, rh ich  was one o f the s tro n g e s t Luo

lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s  in  Nakuru, confirmed th i s  in  a l a t t e r  to

the fceg ia trw i "The above Union has ever since  been under the

Luo Union N kuru Branch. I t  i s  e n tire ly  dependent on i t  and any

general meeting Bust always be au tho rised  fcy the  chairman o r
a

sec re to ry  o f th e  Luo Union."" The c ae o f Gen Rahuna Union shows 

th a t lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  had a p o s itiv e  a t t i tu d e  towards the 

Luo Union and Luo un ity  in  g e n e ra l. R eferring In  195® to Gen Raima* Union 

re la t io n s  w ith the  Luo Union th e  form er's sec re t m y  s a id i "Host o f 

cu r a c t i v i t i e s  a re  co-ord inated  w ith  the Luo Union. We work hand
k

in  hand because i t  l a  e s s e n tia l  fo r  the whole Luo sa  a  t r i b e ."  In

*li.R .U .F., S ecre ta ry  to  Luo Union, October 1955* 

w 'VKcu/ d * a V f c '/5 J t lego Reger Union m eeting, 195®. (M inutes)

"R .*. . ,  i l l #  1^08, le c re ta ry  to  r e g i s t r a r ,  1* .10 . 1956.
* J  l  _

O.R.U .Z., S e c re ta ry 's  Annual R eport, 195®.



a tn io n 'i  g en era l neetiqg  the  chairnen urged people to  jo in  tha 

Luo Union. 11 Luo people should b t u b i r a  o f  Luo Union, th is  

i a  e s s e n tia l  because development depend* on u n ity ."*

In fa c t  the Luo Union, a t t r a c te d  nuch no re  popular support 

than i t a  baluhy* c o u n te ip a rt. In 19£>»2 the g en e ra l n estin g s  o f 

the Luo Union -or** both no re re g u la r  and b e t te r  a tten d ed . In noet 

o f th ese  neo tinga  th e re  were over one hundreu . n r t i d p a n ta  and 

twice the a ttendance  reached a  noxlnua o f two hundred and f i f t y  

peop le . In the e a r ly  196(4*, when fig  urea became a v a ila b le , the 

Luo Union'a aen b erth lp  ranged from two hundred and th ir ty  e ig h t 

In  I960 to fo u r hundred in  196%" Laly Gea Kahuna Union o la iaed  

a s l ig h t ly  d g gor fo llow ing. The Luo Union thus had an independent 
ex isten ce  backed tgr a good neasure  o f popular support. This p o rtly  

exp lains i t s  p o s it io n  o f  a u th o rity  in  i t s  re la tio n e  with i t s  

a f f i l i<  ted lo c a tio n a l a s s o c ia tio n s .

There vere  caaec, however, in  which the loo  Union'© a u th o rity  

did n o t p r e v a i l .  I t  van no t a b le , deep ite  i t a  e f f o r t s ,  to  prevent 

the aqplitc betveen K; dlno and Vinbo nd between Karachuonyo and
Jja

the ro o t of ~outh Itysnca Luo. On one occasion in  1958 Gea Kahuna

Union defied  th e  Luo Union's ch a iraan , because he ex h ib ited  f rv o u r l t t

towards one p a r t i c u la r  lo c a t io n a l a s so c ia tio n .^  xhe Luo Union a lso
£

had to  conbat the usual ruaour campaigns ugainx t  i t s  o f f i c i a l s .

1G.K.0. y . ,  Gen kahuna Union to  e d i to r  o f -<000*:!. 10.G.1957* 

rH.r t .o . , .G . r . ,  U. .W .H.L., 1950- c .

^ .e t  Appendix XI.
4

In terview  f &» L. Ljuba.

^G.K.U.F*, Gen k h u o a  Union to  Luo Union, 15.^-1956.

^G.R.U.F., Luo Union to  Gen B&huau Union, l8 .ll .1 9 6 5 *
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U k* the  boluhys re o c ia t in , the  Luo Union in  Rtkuru 

to n e d  * pyramid divided in to  th ree  le v e ls , -t th e  top  wee the 

Luc Union, below i t  the  loc«tio«u,l eunodntlon* and a t  the bottom 

the e lan  association!* . The Luo e lan  asso c ia tio n *  o rig in a ted  In 

f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the 19^0*, w ith the  increase  in  the Loo popu* 

la t io n  in  the  to -n . - round 19*5 o r  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  the Luo fron 

Ce«t Ugenyn, Ryakach and preaunebly - lego as w e ll, vho formed the 

bulk o f  N rkuru 'e Luo p o p u la tio n , began eetab liB htng  clan  aeco e ia tlo n* .1 

I t  v»r a gradual process since  not e l l  th e  e lena p resen t in  Rakuru 

had s u f f ic ie n t  c l women to  - a r ra n t  th© fe rn s tio n  e f  an a sso c ia tio n .

Gen people f o r  exasple s ta r te d  w ith two a sso c ia tio n s  around 19*5.^  

with th e  s teady  in c rease  o f th e  Luo m igration in to  Kskura in  sub- 

aecuent y e a rs  nor# c lan  a sso c ia tio n  a were formed, during the 199<m 

th e i r  nunber Increased  and they formed an e lab o ra te  network of 

a* eo sta tio n s  a t  the Luo g rase* ro o te .

The case o f  Ogeaya Colon shews th a t the i n i t i a t i v e  e f  the 

p a ren t lo c a t io n a l a sso c ia tio n  could ploy an im portant p a r t  in  s tln u *  

la  tin g  the spread o f  c lan  a a e o c la tio r* : "The s n a i l  ub-Lccations

have been asked by the Union to  fo ra  th e i r  sub -coon ltteea  under 

each sep a ra te  nmses d iscussing  noth ing  e t  a l l ,  H it n a t te r s  concern* 

in*  Opvnya Onion and tie d  up w ith  the  Union's Rules and R egulations. 

Thece c lan  a sso c ia tio n s  v*re regarded  by the Union as in te g ra l  p a r te  

o f i t ,  forming aub-braaches under i t s  ro o f . There l e  an in d ic a tio n  

th a t  Ugeny n U nion 's i n i t i a t i v e  was m otivated by e deal re  to  f a d l t a t e

fund ra is in g  f o r  the Ofafa Memorial fWid.*1 In 1957, a f t e r  the
Mugr*a t m t w w io  Mia nysBuoti

in te rv ie w !  Z. Meso, M. Ckech, J .  Cdads, H. Orgrango. 

view: £ . Meeo.

" L . . .  . ,  r i l e  1*»C8, Igenya (talon to  R e g is tra r , 9 J.V.1957,

f i l e  1*08, (%©nya Union to  R e g is tra r , 12.10.1956.
sen Appendix II. •
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dmlnlGtration had begun to press for the reg is tra tio n  of tr ib a l 

associations, Ugenya Union requested to keep i t s  clan associations 

coveyed by i t a  own constitution* The Registrar, however, Insisted  

that a l l  ex isting  associations be registered separately . 1  By 1957 

Ugenya Union had under i t s  umbrella thirteen clan associations.c 
The Union claimed that a t  tha t time some of the associations did 

not have more than six members.? In i 960 the association of the 

Boro clan had f i f ty  six  members, that of the Kager clan had ninety 

nine members and Nyanuot Un io n 's  membership in 1963 was only
if

twenty. As i t  turned out, only five of the Ugenya clan associations 

had been registered  by Independence.

Alego Ragar Union was much nor© thorough in  reg istering  i t s  

clan associations. By 195# nine of them had been registered and 

another was registered  in  1963*^ In membership they varied from 

a maximum of f i f ty  to a minimum of ten, and there were the usual 

fluctuations.^  Registration did not always stimulate clan associations 

to ac tiv ity  as the case of Kochieng Gangu, in i 960, indicates: " I ,

as a secretary , have done ny level best to form th is  union but I
7

have been unable due to uninterested people."

Gem Rahuma Union, on the other hand, had a declared policy 

not to reg is te r  i t s  clan associations, for fear th a t i t  might prejudice

^R.S.A., H ie  l*f08, Ugenya Union to Registrar, 1.7*1957; Registrar 
to Ugenya Union, 3 .8.1957*

R.S.A., t i l e  1**08, Ugenya Union to Registrar, 1.7*1957* They were:
hasat, Masiro, Kobiero, Sega, Boro, Kager, Giranga, Ugolwe, 
Kanrembo, Kanyv»a, Kateg, Karadolo and Nyamuot.

^KHA/D.C/Nku/dep.2/167, E.C.Oduor to D.C., 23.5.1957.
Zf

Gee Appendix I I .  . . . . . . . .

^R.S.A., H ie s  1572, 1875, 1876, 2344, 1871, 1872, 1870, 1792, 4801. 
They were: Mur, Sigoma, Kalkhada, Kochieng Gangu, Karapul, Kaluo, 
Luganga and Karuoth.

^See Appendix II. .
^ R j S |A |^ r a i ^ # 7 3 ^ K o c h i e ^ i a i g ^ ^ ^ e g i 8 t r a r ^ 8 j 6 j l 9 6 0 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
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i t e  ovn membership, rh ty  pomsibljf also  f ta r x i  th a t  tha re g is te re d  

olan etafoci' t in n s  n igh t become more independent. When in  1959 one 

a f f i l i a t e d  c la n  a sso c ia tio n  vent about re g is te r in g  i t s e l f ,  i t  wan 

in v ite d  to ex p la in  i t a  a c tio n .*  By 1939 Gem kahuna Union seen to
p

have had come seventeen a f f i l i a t e d  clan a s s o c ia tio n s , The nrrabcr- 

ship o f come o f  these saao c ia tio n a  waa bo low a a to  render then 

com pletely in e ffe c tiv e *  Accordingly Gen kahuna Union a t t e s t e d  in  

I960 to  merge . hone, . again, J in e  and Ulunld in to  one association 

and Luanda and M alira in to  an o th er.^

Nyakach Union had during the 195°» and e a r ly  1960a soae e ig h t
i»

c lan  a sso c ia tio n s*  Two o f th en , Kabodho Y ung and Old People 

a sso c ia tio n  and gore Nyand© • sn o c ia tlo n  were re g is te re d  in  1956 

and 1961 re s p e c tiv e ly ,^  Kabar Kogola Union which van reg is te red  

in  1963 combined four su b -c lans from East & no Location,** Kisunu

sub-tribesm en l iv in g  i n  Nokuru were exceptional in  th a t they did
a

not have / lo c a t io n a l  a s so c ia tio n  • .1  though th e i r  numbers. were very

sm all, thay p re fe rre d  to  form two small c lan  a sa o c la tlo n a , ra th e r

than one c tro n g e r lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n . The Kan> ten  clan  had an

a sso c ia tio n  by 1951^ and the Kankwa clan  re g is te re d  i t a  Kaofcwa
a

Kisunu Union in  1999*

*G.R,U*F,, Kokwlri Young and Old People a so c ia tio n  to  Gen Kahuna 
Union, ££*10,1939*

20*a*U.F., G eneral m eeting, 1 .11.1959. (Minutes)

^a.h*U.y*, G eneral m eeting, £9*3.1960, (Minutes)

^In terv iew ! J ,  Odada,

f i l e s  15*7, *95*.

^ .d *  1. ,  H ie  **5* .

'’in terv iew ! £* L. OJuka.

m e  2*6*.
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-1W-P - of the ■ ̂.Jtrchln of th.
m s - w  A~-. u;j » T rib-a / i^ o a f t t io m ,

i inc# the development of tho Luo and dhaluhyt* tribal 

bbuoci&tioRa wae in nwny rtspteti similar, certain la ftc tt of 

tho« nay bo discussed in conjunction. Despite tho inade tiacy 

of tho information certain trends nay bo observed in  tho develop-

of the leadership of tho t balufcya ond Luo tribal associations. 

*• •••» earlier, tho leadership of the Kakamag* People's Coaadttee 

during U» 1920* and « w l j  X9J0» had a distinct p ro file .1 n » y  

a ll had very l i t t l e  or no formal education and they wore a ll  un­

t i l e d  orkora. This is  not at a ll  surprising since at that 

tioa Nyan«a tribesmen wore required In Nnkuru only  for thia typo 

o f  Job. N eith er had tho fricans at that time developed any 

s o r t  o f modern economic enterprise. The result.was that there 

wae very l i t t le  socio-economic differentiation, i f  at a ll, among 

tha Nyanwi tribeomen, or other up-country tribesmen for that matter. 

The modern Tricon e l i t e  with its  attributes of education, 

p re s tig io u s  employment and economic affluence  warn non-existent 

in  If ̂ kuru.

The only distinguishable group among, the baluhya, and other 

up-country tribesmen, residents of Hakuru, was that of the people 

who committed themselves to s longer stay in the town. They stood 

out in the midst of the majority of short-tarn frican migrant 

workers. I t  was hardly surprising that thee# people vcre the 

founders of the early trib a l associations and that the laadarahip 

of tha Kakamega ioople’ s Committee was dominated by them. I t  was 

they >hj had the interest, to evolve urban based associations aimed

^Sem above.
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a t  f a c i l i t a t i n g  l i f t  in  the town. I t  was they vho had tha  experience 

o f what l i f e  in  town «oa a l l  about bad th e re fo re  could help 

o th ers  in  need. Conaideration* o f aodern a ta tu a  in  the choice o f 

lenders were on the -hole uninport-in t. Tht T i r lk i  people chose a 

hours boy as th e i r  chairman in  the early  19* Oc, apparently  because 

he bad no re  f re e  t in e  than o th e rs . 1 The most educated tueong the 

loader*  of the  fokaneg* P eo p le 's  Committee hr* ochieved Standard IV 

lev e l o f  education and was employed aa an o f f ic e  n r m onger.

■eng the  /baluhya the p o s it io n  during th e  W O * does not 

ceeei to  have changed b a s ic a lly  becauae there  hod l«en no major 

change in  the ©ocio-oconotdc p o s it io n  o f kyonra tribeom en. N ku ru 'o  

s tagnan t economy during the 193Ga did not provide the n tinu luc  fo r  

rap id  socio-economic change. Juma bin H/>Ji who heeded the aarock tion  

common to  the baluhya a s  a whole before 1956 and the North Kavi- 

rondo Borara in  195&*9 **na a cook who had liv ed  in  NJcuru fo r  away 

yeare.* nong n ix  of the  founder* of the K afoaega-H aragoll-T irlkl

i rc o c ia tio n  in  19*6, th ree  were houseboys, one van a t a i l o r ,  one 

vao nn u n sk illed  worker and an o th er nn o f f ic e  messenger, boat o f 

them had no fo rn a l education . They had a l l  lived  in ffekurc fo r  not 

le s s  than ten y e a rs  each. ' ’

Zn the Luo Onion in  193** »nd a few years  th e re a f te r  the poo l- 

tlo n  van tu l t e  d if f e r e n t  r e f le c t in g  the beginnings o f socio-economic 

d i f f e r e n t ia t io n .  The chairman o f  th e  Luo Union from 193* vao em­

ployed ac a heednon by the  Kenya Formers association. T o o f  h ia

in terv iew i ii. Natoya.

Interview } Matoy*.

'In te rv ie w : b . Katoya. KN./L.C/IQcu/dep.^/19^ l A epreaentativea 
o f  Worth Kavirondo C hiefs to D .C .f ?% 11. 1936.
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o f f ic ia l*  i e re  headmen in  tk* eeyloysent o f the Kenya and Uganda 

&41w*y. They narked the  beginning* o f •  d if f e r e n t ia t io n  waong 

the Dan* of u n ak llled  ty an ra  labourer* . I t  d id  no t involve 

nev te ch n ica l a k il l*  o r  education . The appoin tsont fo r  the pseudo- 

managerial poo t o f  headman wa* Bade p rim arily  on the c r i t e r i a  o f 

leadersh ip  q u a l i t ie s  and lo y a lty  to  the employer. I t .u s e ,  how­

ever, a  nev urban . f r ie r n  e ta  tu n . More s ig n if ic a n t ly ,  two o f the 

Luo Union o f f i c i a l s  in  thooe y e a rs  t* rs  clerke with a t  l e a s t  a 

record  o f upper prim ary school education. They were the fo re ­

runners of a  fu tu re  gen era tio n  o f educated i f r ic a n  clerk*  who were 

to p lay  a c e n tra l  ro le  in  Nakuru g en era lly  sad in  len d ii*  t r i b a l  

a sso c ia tio n s , in  p a r t ic u la r .  The fa c t  th a t i t  van on uneducated head- 

man, however, ho vaa e lec te d  a s  chairman, showed th a t  education 

nil *hc p re s t .lg ioua  c le r i c a l  job  no t y e t a  p re re  uicdLte or 

oven the  Boat iaqportant c r i te r io n  fo r  p o s itio n  o f  le ad e rsh ip . 1 

The f i r s t  chaim nn o f  th e  ~baluhya w elfare A ssociation , i .

Ocanya, von an u n sk ille d  lab o u re r with a  few y ears  o f formal edu-
2

c a tio n . The chairman o f  the Luo Union in  the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the 

I9^0n% Hoaoa Yiabo, was a  c h ie f  c le rk .^  Thla r e f le c te d  the grow­

ing  importance o f  education and a good job  a* . t t r ib u te s  o f  momber- 

ship  o f N akuru's t r i b a l  e l i t e .  Luring the  19^0* with the o teaty  

expansion of .Curopoan and ainn economic e n te rp r is e  th e re  vaa a 

growing demand fo r  f r ic a n  c le rk s , round 19^5 the  chairman o f  

the Luo Union i n  Xakuru was J .  B it« l a s e l f  esployed t a i l o r .^  The

1 interview * J .  Oluoch.

' Interview s b . Ha toy a , J .  Otukho.

^Interview* J .  Cdada.

Interview: J. Odada.



1 9 W  th e  beginning o f economic e n te rp rise  »n»>ng Ny«ju* t r ib e e -  

atoll, J .  ^ i t a  was a t  th a t  U m  one o f  the  acre  su ccessfu l s e l f -  

•a^uoyetl Luo. Ri« r ia o  m*rked the eoeironcc in to  protUxienc of 

y o t another e l i t e  category , th a t  o f  tho successfu l en trepreneur...

In 19*6 tho chairman o f tbo Luo Inion wan L, Cfcala, a  teach er 

lo ca l th o ll#  oc .ocl vho hod liv ed  in  NrJtnm fo r sany y e a rs . 

T*o o th e r recorded le ad e rs  o f  tho Union in  19*6 bed cocor.Wajy school 

education and were employed a s  cheat a t  and n o d ica l a n s ia tv n t re­

sp e c tiv e ly . A th ird  vae, on th e  o th e r  hand, a watchman vho hod 

liv ed  in  Naknni fo r  a long tim e . 1 The eatchnan became the chairman 

o f the Union toward* th e  c loae o f the 19*Cr.** The preference  fo r  

the  a t t r ib u te s  o f education and economic e n te rp rise  fo r  p o s itio n s  

o f le a t ie rs iip  bed not y e t been r ig id ly  e s ta b lish e d . *nong Union 

aeif.bera *1̂10 predom inantly i l l i t e r a t e  t indigenous end perhaps 

a scribed  Q u a litie s  o f lead e rsh ip  were c t i l l  equally  v a lid .

In  fa c t  th e re  van no c o aa ia ten t trend in  the  development o f 

the Luo t r ib a l  e l i t e .  In  19*9-50 a l l  the Union'* o f  f i d  a la  had 

some formed ed u ca tio n . The chairman %o* a c le rk , the  Decretory was 

s  een io r c le rk , the ?icv♦chairman a medical a o d b tn n t ,  the as  s lo t  an t 

M c ia ta iy  a m edical d re sse r  and the A w d stm t t i  c a su re r  a chemist 

employed by th e  V eterinary  ^epartm ent.^ In  1951, on the o th e r  

hand. Gal tone Ggunde, the  uneducated watchman, became emee again 

the  chairman o f  tho Luo union. Hi a t re a su re r  too was an uneducated 

cook. Both th e  se c re ta ry  and h is  a o a ia te n t vere c le rk e . I t  i s  in ­

te re s tin g  to no te  th a t  the  a s s is ta n t  to the  uneducated tre a su re r  v*a

rJ>J /ii.c ./llna /c Iep .c /V ^ , Luo Union to  L .C ., 1*.5,19*6, In te rv iev :
J .  Oluoch.

2
In terv iew : J .  Gdada.

^ In terv iew : J .  Oluoch.
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el? on educated c le r k , ' fiotk the c h t i n n  —^ t r u t m n r  

had l iv e  a in  N kuru  fo r  a long t in e , without th e  A ttr ib u te s  e f 

■AAoers o f s  raodorn e l i t e ,  they had tin e  on th e i r  a id e , i s  Id.eh 

th^y could c u l t iv a te  so c ia l  n r tvorka in  th e i r  t r i b e l  corammity, 

which pro red  u se fu l l a  the s tru g g le  fo r  le ad e rsh ip .

aoag th e  sbaluhy* le ad e rsh ip  with th e i r  core huable 

beginnings, th e  p ro cess  of M onopolisation of th e  t r i b a l  lead ersh ip  

ay the nodern urban e l i t e  was v i r tu a l ly  complete by 19*9. Out e f  

twenty-ona recorded committea naabers o f the 4,W.>. in  th a t  year, 

fou rteen  e re  c le rk s , one a medical a s s is ta n t ,  one an a s s is ta n t  

p roba tion  o f f i c e r  and ano ther wme a sen io r te ach e r. There wee 

a lso  one o f f ic e  messenger and one watchman." There wee a n o tic e -  

ab le  absence o f  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f baluhya economic e n te rp r is e , 

la rg e ly  because most boluhya engaged in  trad e  in  th a t  period  were 

p re t ty  tra d e rs  who barely  had more p re s tig e  in  t h e i r  lo c a l t r i b a l  

cc/arunity then tba ord inary  la b o u re r. A p a tte rn  wan e e t in  vhich 

the ‘ balifeya urban  e l i to ,  carom ed almost ex c lu siv e ly  o f edm ated  

people is c l e r i c a l  and a l l i e d  job*, dominated the beluhya ’ s o c ie t ie s .

bu t mren among the Luo, th e  days when those w ith  e  low le v e l 

o f a tta inm ent could r i s e  to  prominence la  the Luo Union were aoon 

over. L. P. C kall and J .  J ai^ the  chairmen o f  th e  Union in  1923 

and 195*», » e re  educated c le rk s . In 195** * the p o s i t io n  van taken 

over by L. L. OJukn, a t  the time e c le rk  and l a t e r  e successfu l 

businessman. Ia  1957 th ree  o f the  Union9a o f f i c i a l s  were clerk** 

employed by th e  E ast i f r ic a n  kailw ay and Harbours, one had a sen io r

, Lao Union m eeting, 7«1 «1951« (M inutes)

. .F . ,  Committee meeting, P5*9.19*9« (Minutes)

^Interview s ft. L. t ju k a .



p o s itio n  in  tho  Municipal A frican  A ffa irs  la p a r tM B t, o m  was a 

v p i s t  toid one a  successfu l self-esp lcarsd  c a rp en te r*1 In 1999 

the cbairaan was again *• L, Ojukn, h ia  se c re ta ry  «•* a cleric and 

h ie  tre a s u re r  ^os an educated aun icipo l o v e rs to r . In  196c X, keno 

and e« L. Ojukn, tlie chid m en and vice-chairm an re sp e c tiv e ly , ore 

su ccessfu l businessmen, the se c re ta ry  and h ie  a s s i s ta n t  were c le rk s ,

the tre a s u re r  van the ease aa in  the previous j e e r  end h ia  a s s is t*
?

an t was a  bus inspector*  E. >icao, who had a lo t  standard  o f edu­

c a tio n , had liv ed  in  N kuru s in ce  1957 and vae one o f  the dost 

respected  e ld e r s  o f  h ia  tribalccraoun ity .  U ntil 19^8 he was the 

p  r e d  dent o f th e  lo c a l frican  bourt* ucosbs in  business and 

education th u s  e s tab lish ed  theaaelveo as p re re q u is i te s  fo r  leader*  

chip in  the Luo Union*

l a  tb s  Abaluhgra > sm ociaticn  the  p a t t e n  e s ta b lish e d  in  the 

lo t#  19**Ga p e rs is te d *  In  1939 both chairmen and sec re ta ry  vers 

c le rk s .^  In 195& fiv e  o f the i mmo c ia t ic n vs  o ff ic e -h o ld e rs  v e r t ,  

c le rk s , the s ix th  being an educated court in te rp re te r*  la  1939, 

d e sp ite  cone p erso n al changes, the p ic tu re  remained v i r tu a l ly  the 

caae. In  19CC a l l  the f iv e  o f f i c i a l s  vers c lerks** The reason fo r  

the  lack  of re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  Jbaluhya en trep reneu rs among the 

J so o c ia tio n 's  le ad e rs  van th a t successfu l i U luhya turineccmen 

had fa i le d  to otseyge oven by th a t  stage* The 'baluhya community de­

pended, th e re fo re , fo r  i t s  e l i t e  so le ly  upon the educated c le r ic a l  

and a l l ie d  c lass*

m *  1657.

ZK ~ .  n i *  1657.
3 m, *' t .  *F. f e c re ta ry  to  Chairmen

V-.a., m* i73V.
t 17.10.1955.



~ during tho 195C> th e  n o d tn  i t t i i b u t c a  o f  urban s ta tu s  

• • • ■ • l l ln ta d  t h e i r  po* i t i c n  ma p re re  u lcd te s  fo r  lead ersh ip  oxen, 

to t*  the  Luo and ta luhys com xm ltlets. This i s  tru e , of course, 

eftly fo r  tho feeluhyi A n o d s t i rm  and the Luo Union which wore #-t 

thf nr»̂ jr o f  the  re sp ec tiv e  M enure hioe o f  le s s e r  t r i b a l  a s s o c ia tio n s .

few fa c to rs  can explain  th ia  phenomenon. ru r in r  the  1940* and 

none so during the  1950# *nd e a r ly  1960« the pace o f  socio-economic 

d i f f e r e n t ia t io n  Mwfif f^ rn ra  tribesm en, and the J f r lc a n  population  

•a  a whole,v«r ine re tiring ly  in te n s if ie d  by the economic expansion 

c f  N.'kuru. Those vho ro se  shore the h a m  o f o rd in ary  unsk illed  

/ fr ic»n  ’ other*  t+re thoee v ith  educational u n i f i c a t i o n s  who 

could r e t  th e  more u re e tir io u a  and lu c ra tiv e  jo b s , and thoee vho 

through eveceea in  business ro se  economically ab o rt th e i r  fa lJo v a . 

nonr the tribesm en the e l i t e  vae composed predominantly

o f  people belonging to  the foneer cetego iy . G enerally  «d  ee^ng 

the in  p a r t i c u la r  education seeor to  have boon the key to

n o d a l  s ta tu e .  People o f  thaae ca te g o rie s  were a lso  more urbanised 

than th e  o rd inary  f r ic a n s . ta  ouch they were invo lrod  in  a wide 

and complex s tru g g le  f o r  ur'mn s ta tu s .  O ffice v itb in  t r ib a l  

a s so e is tio n s  re p re s e n tin r  defined  and reeo ra ised  t r i b a l  c a teg o rie s  

provided p o te n t ia l ly  u se fu l s tep p in g  stones in  th a t  e t n v r l e .  The 

litao Onion and th e  hsluhya ^ o o c is tio n , embracing these b ig  t r i b a l  

enevnm ities in  c o n tro l o f  the pyramid o f t r i b a l  a s s o c ia tio n s , o ffe red  

these people the most prom ising p la tfo rm . The c a re e r  o f  .s.L.GJuk* 

dem onstrstea both  the  scope o f com petition  in  a town l ik e  Hokum 

and the way in  which leadersh ip  In  a  t r ib a l  a s so c ia tio n  was p a r t  

o f  i t .  Ojuka cane to  Hrkuru in  the ea r ly  195Ca and was employed 

a s  a c le rk  by th e  R- a t i f r ic s n  R oll »y and Rarbouro. Be eoon became 

involved in  the  Luo Union. In 1953 he urns nominated to  the Municipal



C ouncil. s  nuch he a lso  becaae a member o f  the WfJcurta A frican 

d rlao ry  C o rn e ll. In 195% he become the  ehalronn o f  the Luo 

T*ntr»n.. Re '-eeialned retire* In  the Union throughout moot o f the 

decade, becoming the chairman again  in  1959 nnd ea rrin g  as  r ic e -  

chairman In  i 960.  In  195% he l e f t  Me employment end smbnifced 

ypnn e business c a re e r  making good uee e f  Me con toe to  in  the 

tov«# Bo v«e re iy  successfu l in  hi* a m i cl pe l c a re e r  a* v e i l ,  

becoming an ;]derm*n and the fepu ty  Keyor In  196?. In f e e t  ha fo ile d  

to  become to y o r o f  Hakuru In th a t  y aar mainly because of the oppo- 

r l t io n  o f two Luo C ouncillo rs vho v e rt then the chairman and 

se c re ta ry  o f  the  Luo Union. In  those years  o f the  e a r ly  196Ca 

Cjuk/i lo s t  h i a p o s itio n  in  the  Luo Union, L n r lie r , from 1958-60, 

he vaa the t r e a s u r e r  o f the ltakuru / f r lc a n  L i s t r i c t  Congress and 

in  I960 he was among the  founders o f  K'KTJ IMcuru branch and an 

in te rim  o f f ic e r ,  t t l l e  h is  l a  an ou tstanding  example I t  was by no 

means unique.

eeing th e t  the  Luo Union and the baluhya aao e la tio n  were 

not d ire c t ly  concerned with w elfare  end th a t they wrre not t r a d i ­

t io n a l u n ite  o f  s o l id a r i ty ,  the  bulk o f  the people who ere  a t tr a c te d  

to  them were member* o f  the  emerging lo c a l e l i t e .  TMa was more so 

in  the caaa o f  the  baluhya A roocin tlrn  vhich locked widespread 

popu lar support. This may p a r t ly  exp lain  why the e l i t e  dominated 

the reociation.lferen by the  l a t e  19^Or, the  Luo Onion had ouch la rg e r  

membership. Thia perhaps aooounta fo r  the e le c tio n  o f two i l U t e r -  

a te*  to  the p o s t o f  chairman and tre a su re r  aa l a te  as  1951* But 

even in  the Luo Union the e l i t e  group came to dominate the lead e rsh ip  

4mcng these  e l i t e  group* the a t t r ib u te s  o f lead ersh ip  were predom inantly
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urban nd modern. In the e le c tio n  of o f f ia lu la  th e re fo re  the 

urcan £ocln l - te tu e  o f the cand idates wan o f prim al? Importance.

The case o f t  o o f  the Luo Union chairmen mey he lp  to  prove th is  

p o in t. J>. L, c ju ta  could not m obilise  any t r a d i t io n a l  support.

• o rig in a te d  from i ia m x  LocaUon *hich had few people in  « k. ru .

-v. otlon^od cq a smnl 1 c l  n  a  .o c ia t io n  which wan no t even re g is te re d . 

J .  wsir-O deru, the Luo Union chairman in  1961-*, came alao  from 

Kicumi Location and wan the se c re ta ry  o f &ufc~a Ki&umu Union, a 

c lan  a sso c ia tio n  w ith a meaberaklp ranging froa  twelve to  twenty.

In the / baluhyn eoocia tioo  the  chainrLui in  1963 wan K. Kuboka, 

a c an to r of th e  r e la t iv e ly  sm all Lunaoia conaunity Iron  Kina Location. 

A ece poop~e ^  had l i t t l e  k in sh ip  or cub—tr ib a l  support, and nunt 

h  v« o . ed t l io ir  prominence m ostly to  th e i r  urban so c ia l a ta tu a .

The way in  which le ad e rsh ip  in  the Luo Lnion nnd the / b?»- 

luhys t .s o c ie tie s  vae p a r t  of a  wider urban scene l e  a lso  re f le c te d  

in  changes which took p lace  in  the ea rly  196c«. In th e  y ears  1961-3 

th e  i4io U hlou '.> lead ersh ip  under ont im portant changes. In the 

e le c tio n s  fo r  o f f ic e s  held  in  Ju ly  1961 a new elem ent came to  pro­

minence - i t h  th e  removal of OJufcu and lie wo from th e  scene. The two 

l a t t e r  were f ig u re s  o f the p a n t, being Id e n tif ie d  with the . uropean 

a u th o r! lio n  in  tho town. Their good con tac ts  with the a u th o r i t ie s  

had been h e lp fu l to  the Union in  many w«ys. Connections w ith the 

co lo n ia l 4 a c in ic  t  ra tio n  i n  the e a r ly  196Cw ceased to  W  an mnact.

The new chairman, J .  f a i r  Cdera, mad the mew se c re ta ry , J .S ./J ra ra , 

rep resen ted  a d if f e r e n t  category o f  Luo len d er* . They were members 

o f  a younger gen era tio n  o f  educated Luo and had n o t been involved 

cn the s id e  o f  tho / d d n ia t r a t io n .  They b ^ s n  th e i r  lead ersh ip  

c a ree rs  in  1953 a f t e r  fr ic a n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty  %*oa again a llovsd  

under the amercency R egulations. They were prom inent le ad e rs  o f the
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Nakuru d i s t r i c t  Ceogreiui rod J .  OfeiNOd«n v u  among the founders 

of K HU Nakuru branch and one o f  I t s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l s .  They could 

dov cash in  on th o lr  n a t io n a l i s t  record claim ing to  rep resen t the 

fu tu re . They had another reason  fo r  jo in ing  th e  Luo U nion's le a d e r ­

sh ip . In 1960-1 J .  Gedr-Odera, a t  lf ia rt was re le g a te d  fron  the f i r s t  

rank o f le ad e rsh ip  in  K/IIU. They both played only secondary ro le s  

in  the  lo c a l branch. d isappoin ted  by the ten o ra l caused ty the 

ad 11 ta n t  Kikuyu, they re tre a te d  to  th e ir  t r ib e l  stronghold  to  c u l t i ­

vate I t  as a p o s s ib le  power base . They were a lso  In  those y ears  Muni­

c ip a l C o u n c illo rs , and n ig h t hare regarded lead ersh ip  In  th e i r  

Union as  u se fu l to  s p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r a t  th a t le v e l .  They both 

n a ln ta lned  t h e i r  p o s itio n s  In  the  Union u n t i l  independence. In a l l  

o th e r re sp e c ts  the  p r o f i le  o f  the  Union's lead ersh ip  renalned as 

b e fo re . 1

P o l i t ic ia n s  began to  tak e  an in te r e s t  in  the  ibeluhya s e o d a tio n  

as w e ll. R. Kuboka becane the  a s s is ta n t  sec re ta ry  in  19& . He was 

the ex -cho im an  o f  the Nrkuru D is t r ic t  Congress and a f ru s tra te d  

K .HU le a d e r who had been pushed a sid e  by the Kikuyu n i l i t a n t a .  In 

th a t y ear he shifted h is  in t e r e s t  to  lo c a l go v a rm en t p o l i t i c s  and 

was e lec ted  as  a M unicipal C o u n cillo r • 1 though he was not a nestber

o f  t '.IDt the baluhya p a r ty , le ad e rsh ip  in  the - s s o d s t lo a  was a 

p o te n tia l  a s s e t  e sp e c ia lly  s in ce  he van fa l l in g  ou t with K Ml. The 

o th e r  p o l i t i c i a n  who jo ined  the s e o e ia tio o 'a  lead e rsh ip  in  19&  

was M.O.Muahiyiv the le ad e r of the  Baluhya P o l i t ic a l  Union in  Nakuru.

In 1963 K. Kuboka was e lec ted  a s  chairman of th e  * baluhya * s so c ia tio n . 

**• l a b ia l ,  the new sec re ta ry ,an d  D. Yusuf, the new organising  se c re t­

a ry , held  id e n t ic a l  p o s itio n s  i n  K/ iXJ Nakuru branch. ^.M.Ugoodl,

1 r. £ . a. ,  m *  1657.



Itth« Mw vice-chalrneA , was a trad e  u n io n is t, who waa to  conea 

the s u a ic ip s l  e le c tio n s  l a t e r  th a t  y ear. 1 la  a l l  o th e r re  spec U  

the baluhya n so c ia tlo n 'e  le ad e rsh ip  did m ot.chaise  i a  those 

y e a rs . Both uDong the Luo aad balu tya, th«c, p o l i t ic ia n s  ease 

to  regard  the  re sp ec tiv e  t r i b a l  a s ro d a tlo n a  aa  u se fu l power bases, 

i a  those y ears  o f in c reasin g  uncerta in ty  and c u t- th ro a t  p o l i t i c a l  

s tru g g le .

O ff ic ia ls  s t  the t r ib a l  le v e l  tended a lso  to  be o f f ic e  

ho lders in  th e i r  re sp ec tiv e  lo c a tio n a l a s s o c ia t io n * /  This ten­

dency wan aore  e s ta b lish e d  i n  the  . baluhye a sso c ia tio n . Ia  1958 

and 196c  four of the s ix  o f f ic e  holders vers a lso  o f f ic ia l#  in  

th e i r  lo ca tio B a l a s so c ia tio n s . In 1959 they were f iv e  out of s ix  

and in  1962-3 e l l  th e  o f f ic e  h o ld e rs  of the  i s e o d a t lo n  acted  in  

s i a l l a r  c a p a c itie s  in  th e i r  re sp ec tiv e  lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s .

In the Luo Union in  1960-2 fo u r and in  1962 f iv e  o f  i t s  s ix  o f f i c i a l s  

were le ad e rs  in  th e i r  lo c a t io n a l a sso c ia tio n s . Leadership in  the 

lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s  ev id en tly  was a stepping stone towards the 

■ore p re s tig io u s  lead ersh ip  p o s it io n s  a t  the t r i b a l  ls v e l

The c r i t e r i a  of le ad e rsh ip  in  the lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  were 

on the whole lower than those a t  the  t r i b a l  l e v e l . ? There were, 

however, considerab le  v a r ia tio n s  from one a sso c ia tio n  to the  o th e r.

Chi the Luo s id e  th e  standard  o f Gen Kahuna Union's lead e rsh ip  was

F tl»  X73*.
2

This r e la te s  to  the  l a t e  1956a when data becenes no re  a v a ilab le .
I t  n u s t be token in to  account th a t  data i a  n o t a v a ila b le  fo r  
a l l  lo c a t io n a l a s so c ia tio n s .

R eliab le  in form ation  about o f f ic e r s  o f lo c a t io n a l a sso c ia tio n s  
i s  a v a ilab le  only froa the  second to lf o f the 1956a and aven 
then n o t fo r  a l l  the a s so c ia tio n s . There i s  so re  Inform ation about 
the  ibaluhya associations than about the Luo ones.



fo ir ly  high* In 1957 tha ch /ilraea v a t •  su ccessfu l sslf-enp loyed  

carp en te r, th ra a  officer®  «.nre c le rk s , ana waa a  headmen and ana 

* d r iv e r , la  1961 tha chalraan  waa a d a r k  aa vara fo u r o f h ie  

o f f ic e r s ,  tha two o th a rs  being a  heednan and a hand o f f le a  boy.1 

Tha leadersh ip  o f Uganyc Union which vaa a lso  num erically  rtrong , 

wna of a  somewhat lowar s tan d a rd . I t  waa aharad by educated m b ,

sem i-sk illed  workers and thoea occupying low grad# managerial
2

positions*  aoag tha Abaluhya tha  asso c ia tio n s  o f  Bunyore and 

Kakanaga gave tha  load w ith a h igh  proportion  o f educated o f f ic e  - 

ho lder a in  c le r i c a l  employment* Bunyore Union, whose people ware 

nora in c lin ed  towards business than nanbara o f  o th e r  Abaluhya sub- 

t r ib e s ,  had tr a d e r s  among i t s  o ff ic e rs* ^  t  tha low er and o f  tha 

sca le  was tha Harass B u ria l id  o c ie ty . In 1956-60 th e i r  c h a ir -  

ices was a  watchman and among tha regain ing  s ix  o f f ic e -h o ld e rs , two 

wore o f f ic e  bcgre, one was a headman, one was a t r a in  d r iv e r  and
if

two ware c le rk s .

In  lego Uagar Union a f a i r  p roportion  o f th a  o ff ic e -h o ld e rs , 

wart a lso  o f f i c i a l s  in  th e i r  re sp ec tiv e  c lan  a s so c ia tio n s . In 1956, 

I960 and 19& they  ware th raa  o u t o f  seven, in  1961 four out o f 

seven, and in  1959 one ou t o f seven .^  In Bunyore Union, on the o th e r 

hand, only one o f f ic e -h o ld e r  in  the  l a t e  1950a and a a r ly  1960s la

n i *  1*73.  

m* 1*08.

3R .ii.A ., n i u  687, 2199.

V ; . * . ,  Jd ft V ail*/ HsruM Burial i ld  o c te t/ f t l* .

5b.^..i., m** 1792, 1872, 1876, 1870.



kno n to have been an o f f i c i a l  o f a clan  a s so c ia tio n . ~L The cane 

o f Ugenya Union p o in ts  to  a  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  e lan  p o l i t i c o  ploying 

a ro le  in  decid ing  the Union'a lead e rsh ip . In 1958 and in  1961-3 

the chairm anship was in  the  hands o f two o f f i c i a l s  o f  the hager 

c la n 's  a s s o c ia tio n . Nona of the lo c a tio n a l o f f i c i a l s

knovn to  have used the c lan  a sso c ia tio n  aa a stepp ing  atone ever 

ro se  to  p o s it io n s  o f lead e rsh ip  o f  the t r ib a l  le v a l  a s so c ia tio n . J .  

C sir  Odera, who wen the se c re ta ry  o f  the.Kaokwa c la n 's  a sso c ia tio n  

d id  become the chairmen o f  the  Uw Union, but the Kisumu Location 

to  which ha belonged did n o t hive a lo c a tio n a l a s s o c ia tio n . . woko, 

on the o th e r hand, was an o f f i c i a l  o f the Luo Union in  1997, becom­

ing  the tr e a s u re r  o f  ̂ lego ftagar (fcaluo oub-Branch) in  1961- 3. '

On the whole, then , the horizon o f  those who s ta r te d  th e i r  le a d e r­

ship c a r te r s  a t  the low est la v e l was ra th e r  U n ite d .

In  the Kony a  l a  o f the  e a r ly  196tts Isx k in  observed th a t  the 

le ad e rsh ip  o f c la n  a sso c ia tio n s  tended to  be below the socio­

economic average o f the re sp e c tiv e  t r ib a l  popu la tion  in  the  town.**

The earns does n o t fu lly  &pply to  the s i tu a tio n  in  fthkuru although 

th e re  was a d e f in i te  drop in  socio-economic s tandards between the 

lead e rsh ip  o f lo c a tio n a l and c lan  a sso c ia tio n s . There were nany 

c le rk s , e s a l- a k i l le d  and s k i l le d  workers and headmen among the  

o f f i c i a l s  o f c la n  a sso c ia tio n s  in  Nakuru. These were c e r ta in ly  a t  

l e a s t  s l ig h t ly  above the socio-economic average o f tyanza tribesm en

^ .S .A .,  m * a  6 & 7 ,.skO k.

'n . i . A . ,  n i «  1 *08, i j * 5.  

n i M  1657, 1870.

Pufcin , W.int>boure. p .153.



I X  6

liY la*  in  i t k u r u , . h*ajr o t l n n ,  I t  l a  t ru e , ~ar« h g u i  boy., i f f l c i  

bo/«f UiMflw,. bcya, watchnen and — rr~ l lab o u re rs . Cn tk» Um

lijLitcv. i i f o iw t to f i  sk>Mi tb k t Um standard  e l  le ad e rsh ip  a t  th a t 

lo ro l  low er oacng the Jbaluhya c lan  a sso c ia tio n *  unon& th e i r  

Luo c o u n te rp a r t* . '

a s - i w ^  9f t
to e in g , f r e e  a  s i n i l a r  t r i b a l  background * mti facing th e  m m  

urbaa r e a l i t y ,  the j-balufcya and Leo response ia  e s ta b lish in g  networka 

o f t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n *  was v i r tu a l ly  id e n t ic a l .  I t  i a  hardly  *ur» 

p r ic in g , th e re fo re , th a t  the functions pnrforoed by th e  a sso c ia tio n s  

o f both t r ib e s  ware very a i n j l a r ,  B asica lly  the function* o f  these 

t r i b a l  a a so c ia tio ae  re f le c te d  the dichotomy im herent i a . t h e i r  nenbnro' 

ex isten ce  in  th e  town* Hyanxa t r i be seen, in  p a r t i c u la r ,  including  

those who had l iv e d  in  th e  town fo r  aany y e a rs , se re  ia t i a a te ly  linked .

to  th e i r  t r i b a l  hooea* 2a t h e i r  fu n c tio n s , as i a  th e i r  very s tru c tu re , 

these  a s s o c ia tio n s  se re  ae.s;ich  reserv e  as  they were town o r ie n ta te d .

In  th e i r  urban r o le ,  t r i b e l  a sso c ia tio n s  have been regarded 

e s  adap tive  aecheni eas f a c i l i t a t i n g  the process o f  ad ju s  teen t  o f the 

M igrants to  urban l i f e .  They helped tiifasanen to cepe with the 

rev o lu tio n ary  t r a n s i t io n  fro a  a  ru r a l  way a f  l i f e  to  the tu rn e i l  o f 

urban e x is te n c e . They oet o u t to  d eal with .problena facing  th e i r  

tr ib e s s e n , which were ignored by .em ployers, the lo c a l  a u th o r i t ie s  

and the # aain i s t r a t i  on. u sp lo y ers , be they Uevenuaeot, the big s e t t l e r s  

c o n tro lle d  U rn s  l ik e  the Kenya f r in a r s  r s o c ia tio n , o r  the a a a l le r

V * . ' . ,  353*. 3»K*, 1761, 3756, 1787, 3571, 1870, 137a, 1876,
1875, 23M>, * 3 7 ,  4 2 3 ,  25*5, 3332.

!>• ■•■pstein, ”Urbaalz*tloB and ! o c ta l  Chaaga l a  f r lc a " ,  cu rren t 
a t tu v p o lo t j . 1967, * o l. 8, no. k ,  p ..  81.  S, P e rk in , "Urban Voluntary 

A ssociations as  In s t i tu t io n s  o f d a p ta tio n " , K&n (X .L .) , 1966,
▼el. 1 , no. 1 .



Ill

uro**aa o r b u a in e a m n , regarded the J M e a n  population  la

tiw town M  p rim a rily  a  r m n r o l r  o f  cheap 1* hour. N either they 

nor tho a u th o r i t ie s  operating  in  the  to*® provided ' M ean *  with 

s u f f ic ie n t  wages o r  adequate o o d a l  serv ices and secu rity *  Poorly 

paid  'f r ie w u s  could not cope w ith emcrc ncy c m **, encountered in  

th e  tow®, which requ ired  s o r t  none/ than they poaaoaeed. Moat o f 

auoh canoe c a lle d  fo r  human an w ell aa fin a n c ia l h e lp . 3e i i«  

l e f t  ®ore o r lo s e  to  th e i r  o*n dev ices, M e a n s  bed to  seek solu­

tio n s  to  th e i r  problems through th e i r  otei e f f o r t s  and ligam iity*  

T rib a l . e ao c ia tio n s  pooled f in a n c ia l  and human reso u rces  and ex­

p erien ce  which could  be d ire c te d  to  the  in d iv id u a l in  need* Thit 

was b a s ic a lly  a  transform ation  o f  th e  a o d t l  fu n c ticn a  ca rried  out 

in  the  reserv e  by the ia n ed ia te  fsad ly  and k in sh ip  group.

When a  e m b e r  o r  noneone from h ie  family became i l l  and 

needed trea tm en t o r  h o s p ita liz a tio n  the ap p ro p ria te  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n  

wan an address to  which he could apply fo r  s e a ls  tam es. Ualp In  

case o f  s ick n ess  was a declared  o b je c t in  the c o n s ti tu tio n s  o f  neat 

a sso c ia tio n s* J There were a sso c ia tio n s  whose c o n s ti tu tio n s  spoke 

g en era lly  about c as ia taa c a  In  case s  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and hardships*

Death in  to*® was an o th er emergency which c a l le d  fo r the  

a t te n tio n  o f th e  t r i b e l  a s s o c ia tio n s . . round 1950 t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  

began to  tra n sp o rt the deed to th e i r  hone a reas  in  th e  reserve*

B u ria l a t  home was veiy im portant to  both hue end *baluhya, and 

i s  explained in  term s o f the  t r a d i t io n a l  concept o f  death  and the

1R ,o .* ., m a a  lC f l ,  1885, 2*75, 1792, 1572. 8.3.1'., * M b n  to 
Bunyore Union, 2 5 .3 ,1 9 V .



w«n

l a  jo in in g  the an cesto rs  l a  the a^tor-> o r ld . 1 Before 

1954 bodies w«ft burieo  l a  the town b m u M  the a sso c ia tio n *  

too weak to 0m n j  o u t ouch an expensive undertaking* During the 

1990* and e a r ly  19& * th is  was a  n a jo r f in a n c ia l burden on the 

association** Between Juno 19J* and February 1955 Bunyore Union 

woo involved w ith  the  b u r ia l  o f two assb e rs  and two nenbere' 

children* Thin Union had a sp ec ia l "Grove F u n d " / Tor the 

M a i le r  a s s o c ia tio n s  a death  of a  am b er p resen ted  d i f f i c u l t  prob- 

leae* Expl a i nin g the delay in  rep ly in g  to  the R e f l / t r a r 's  l e t t e r  

the  sec re ta ry  o f the  basundi Brotherhood . o c ie ty  w rote; "We 

t r ie d  very hard to  send the  corpse hone fo r  b u ria l i n  accordance 

w ith our t r i b a l  custoa* For th is  reason we lad to spend bo re  days fo r  

d iscu ssin g  the way fo r  s e is e  tin g  another n e a te r  who could take 

over the sa id  co rp se . " 3 I t  was, however, a  tack in  which an asso­

c ia t io n  took p ride*  d e fe rrin g  in  1963 to a  funera l o f  a  n eab e r 's  

c h ild  the chairman o f Gen Kahuna Union sa id ; "The Union organised 

the  fu n era l e t  hone* There t as a  very good response and eynpathy 

fro n  th© Union and c o w d tte e  senders attended* This i s  the p roper
a

and r e a l  purpose o f the Union, he lp ing  people in  t in e  o f troub le*H 

*  i f  to  enphaaize the  c e n tr a l i ty  o f  b u ria l in  the  asso c ia tio n s*  

a c t i v i t i e s  one a s s o c ia tio n  was naasd the  W ift V alley Harana B uria l 

Society*

^  ^ ^°ni5?*e%'70’

m .  68? .  a—  a lso  l).C /1kV  'W / iy i2 /5 3 ,  Kaiuo Union 
0— r al  M eeting, 2 5 .: .1 9 5 * ./ o .R .U .r . ,  Oenervl M eeting, 6 .5 .1 9 5 8 .(■ in u te t 

,  ( M inutes)
nu » J 6 ,  .o e ie tj-  to K eg ia tre r , 1.10.1962* ( Minutes)

S i.B .B .F ., General N esting, June 196%



lA caMfi o f A f t ) T O* in v o lv e n t  with the a u th o r it ie s , the  

ftfoociationfc found thenaelvee in  a  d e lic a te  n o e ltlo a  because they 

obviously  d id  n o t want to  be regarded ae supporting  lew b reakers.

While no a t  a sso c ia tio n s  avoided the Issue toy re fe rrin g  to  tro u b le  

In  general te rn s ,  cone addroseed th en aw lv s  to  the  problene. Kent 

lego  -p o r ta  and Welfare < s e o c le t i  n sp ec if ie d  the ee tegerleo  o f  

o ffen ces  which did no t q u a lify  fo r  a ee la tan ce i " th e f t ,  co rru p tio n , 

In te n t io n a l  tax  d e fa u lte r s , cosndLttlng Indecent a s s a u lt . ' 1 The 

c o n s t i tu t io n  o f  ^aotla Kenya Union re fe rre d  to  a ss is tan ce  in  ease s  

o f  "o th e r law ful M isfortunes which a re  not e r ln ln a l  in  n a tu re" .

Uyona U nion 's c o n s t i tu t io n , on the e th e r  hand, allowed a ss is tan c e  

in  the ease o f n in o r o ffences such a s  "drunkenness sad fig h tin g  

e tc .* '"  When in  195® * person fron th e  Gen su b - tr ib e  was fined  

t h* 70U /- fo r  posaesalon e f  Nubian g in  the Union gave h is  only 

-h e . JO /- fo r  sending h ie  belongings to  th e  re se rv e . Cn the o th e r

hand, when a  Union's s e n io r  was fined  -h a . > 3 /- in  tha sane y e a r
k

to r  a s l l in g  i l l e g a l  bear, h la  f in e  wne pa id  by the ifc&ien. * 

meaber could a lso  approach h is  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n  fo r  a ss is ta n c e  

in  regard  to  payment o f S e l l  Tan in  h ie  hone a rea .5 T ribal a s s o c i­

a t io n s  a lso  a s s is te d  tribeow en who had lo s t  t h e i r  jo b s  by c o n trib u tin g

‘ D.C/HW/ , I960.

I U »  l f c # t undated c o n a ti tu tia n  (around X958) .  

‘‘s . s . u . ,  C tu d n M 's  Xeport 1958..

^ 3 .0 .F . , a moabar to  Buayoro Union, ? .5 .1 9 5 ^ .



to -a rd s  t h e i r  fa re s  beck to th e  recarve .

f o r  n e c o a e re  to  town t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  acted ae eqployoeat 

bureaux o ffe r in g  them jobs through a s so c ia tio n s ' members a lready  in  

cfiplcycwmt#' On one occasion  1a 195*- the ch a lm as of the <: .b . . 

was thanked and p ra ised  fo r  helping i u Ju b y a  to  g e t  cmployne&t 

in  th e  M unicipal b o a rd .' In  th is  re sp ec t a s so c ia tio n s 1 le ad e rs  in  

I n f lu e n t i a l  p o o ltlo n e  In  the tovn were very u se fu l. This p ra c t ic e  

was p a r t ly  re sp o n sib le  fo r th e  concen tration  o f  members o f t r ib e e  

o r  even s u b - tr ib e s  in  c e r ta in  p lace s  o f  employment.

n e th e r  im portant func tion  of the t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  was 

a r b i t r a t in g  in  d isp u tes  between nenbere. This function  vss o f  a 

p a r t i c u la r  im portance before  the eatab llehm ent, in  1944, of the 

Nakuru N ative Mixed T rib u n al. This Tribunal could deal with d isp u te s  

a r is in g  between i f r lc a n a  in  th e  town, having on i t  e ld e rs  o r 

a s s e s so rs  fron  a l l  the n a jo r  t r i b e !  groups o f  Ndcuru. Befcfg 1944, 

Xyanx* tribesm en had no o f f i c i a l  le g a l  in s t i tu t io n  to  re s o r t  to .

T rib a l associations had no a l te rn a t iv e  but to  take cn th is  fu n c tio n .

The whole is su e  o f the Kakomega-Maragoli-Tixiki A tcociaticr. in  

1936-7 revolved around the J u d ic ia l . fu n c tio n s  o f  the * o eo c ia ticn .

In  the e a r ly  1940a the b«C,. Nakuru, recognised the le g a l a u th o r ity  

o f  the 4.VM . end gave i t  h i s  support. In  f s o t  the id e e  o f a  

nixed tr ib u n a l  in  Nnkuru sten sed  fro n  o f f i c i a l  d io a a tis fa c tio n  

w ith  On op era tio n  of t r i b a l  J u s t i c e /  But even a f t e r  the estab lishm ent

L.O.I’. .  a member to  Bunyore Union, 13.4.195*^i e i 
yore Union, li*3.195^* « ^1®  ^ 5 ,  l i r i k i  
C o n s ti tu tio n , undated.

ber to  bun-
r so elation

In te rv iew ] b. NancKaj J .  .Odade.

to  chairman, 4 .4 .195^.

S ie p o rt on Native T ribunals  ( P h i l l ip s  N epert), N airob i, 1945* p»15>»



of the mixed tribunal, there were Africans who preferred to s e t t le  

th e ir  disputes outside the o f f ic ia l  legal machinery. One of the 

aims of Gem Rahuma Union was "to regulate the re la tio n s and s e t t le  

the disputes between members and non-members by amicable agreement 

whenever possib le .

Parkin and Southall observing the functioning of the Luo and 

abaluhya t r ib a l  associations in the early 1960s, stated that the 

clan associations dealt with the welfare of the individual whereas 

the locational associations ta iled  to be Community-Orientated in  th e ir
p

a c t iv i t ie s .  H istorically  problems of individuals ' velfare were

o rig in a lly  the concern of associations a t the sub-tribal and even

tr ib a l  lev e l. During the 1940s as locational associations m ultiplied

and became effec tive , they developed a6 the main custodians of the

individual welfare of th e ir  sub-tribesmen. The I*to Union and the A.W.A.

did indeed become more community-orientated. But even then they

s t i l l  concerned themselves a t times with individuals who did not

have a locational association in  Nakuru. There were also cases in

which locational associations applied to the tr ib a l association
3

fo r financial help in  solving an individual*6 problem.

The f i r s t  clan associations appeared in  Nakuru in  the f i r s t  

h a lf  of the 1940s, but they only became widespread during the 1950e. 

Even, then there were many sub-tribes which, due to paucity o f mem­

bers, did not evolve clan associations. These sub-tribesmen continued 

to rely for assistance in cases of need on th e ir  locational associ­

a tions. But even in  the case of sub—tribes lik e  Gem, *lego and Ugenya

1 R.S.A., F ile  1473, 1962.

2A .  Southall, "The Concept of E lites and th e ir  Formation in  Uganda" 
in  P.C.Lloyd, The New E lites  in  Tropical » f j ic a . pp. 353-4.
D. Parkin, Neighbours, pp. 133-4*

3 Maraaui Burial id  Society  to /*beluhy* * saoeiatioa, 14.3.1956,



IS*

on the Luo side and Bunyore on the Abaluhya side* which developed 
an elaborate network of clan associations* these did not completely 
take over the concern for the individual. It is true that clan 
associations representing more immediate kinship groups in the 
tribal area gave* on the whole* a more intimate framework. While 
the leaders of the big locational associations could hardly have 
been expected to know all the sub—tri besraen or even their members* 
leaders of the clan associations knew each and every one of their 
clansmen in the town intimately. There was in addition more com* 

passion at this level.
Most of the clan associations, however* were too small to be 

financially self-sufficient. Burial of a dead member in his tribal 
home, for example, was beyond the financial resources of most of the 
clan associations. Collection of money for such purpose included at 
times members of other sub-tribes.1 In Bunyore Union, at least in the 
late 1950s* the Funeral Fund was a common enterprise for the sub-tribe 
as a whole.2 There were, however, cases in which a big clan association 
like that of the Abasundi in 1962 could organize burials at home independ- 
ently.̂  In any case in which deoJngs with the administration were in­
volved, the leadership of the locational association was more qualified 
because of their higher status and because they could mobilize, if

in te rv ie w : W. Nandwa.

2B.U.F.« Abamangali Association to Bunyore Union* 12.3.1959.

^R.S.A.* File 353̂ * Society to Registrar, 1.1C.1962. The society 
had f i f ty  members in 1962.



needed, the  support o f  the t r i b a l  le v e l a sso c ia tio n . When the 

t r e a s u r e r  o f  Gen Rrnula clan a sso c ia tio n  s isap p ro p rla ted  the 

a s s o c ia t io n 's  money, they naked Gen Rafauna Union to  help then in  

tak in g  him to  c o u rt. Gen Kahuna Union alao  acted  on behalf o f 

the  Kanyk^nya c lan  in  s im ila r  d rcunrtfences

T r ib a l a sso c ia tio n s  ca te re d  fo r th e i r  seaborn ' le isu re  an 

e l l .  In th e  f i r s t  p iece  they organised sp o rts  teene and sp o rts  

co m p etitio n s , hyanca tribesm en were renovned fo r  th e i r  love fo r  

s p o r t .  W restling  was the t r a d i t io n a l  sp o rt among the Luo and 

i beiuhyn a l ik e  and they in troduced  th i s  sp o rt to  Nakunu -s  one 

case  in  1935 shows, i n t e r - t r i b a l  w restling  com petitions uonetimea 

became th e  p re lude  to  an i n t e r - t r i b a l  fig h t."  In the l a t e  1 9 3 0  

fo o tb a ll  was introduced w ith the ancourageocmt o f  the M unicipal 

Works u p e rin ten d en t who was in  charge o f n a tiv e  a f f a i r s .  The 

J baluhyo were sore In c lin e d  towards th i s  sp o rt than th e  Luo. ®y 

1951 e ig h t o f  the twelve teanc  c o s t i n g  in  M iam i's  t r i b a l  league  

vero  * boluhya lo c a tio n a l to o n s, hy 195^ the  Luo hod entered t  o 

te sn s  in  th e  leag u e , the Luo Union and luo Knnogi." In  195^ the  

t r i b a l  league  was d isco n tin u ed . Zn th e  second h a lf  o f  the 1 9 5 ^  

th e  Luo Union in troduced  in te r - lo c a t io n a l  competition®. HiiTmortin

th e  lo c a t io n a l  fo o tb a ll teen e  waa one o f th e  no a t im portant * c t i -
h

v i t i e s  o f  the .bslufaya lo c a tio n a l a s so c ia tio n s . Bunyore Union 

had i t s  own F oo tball a s so c ia tio n  in  1950 and Gen Rafauna Union had 

a  p o r ts  Club by 196?.5 Bjr 1950 t h .  ~.W. .  had a fo o tb a ll  Club

LC .S .U .r .,  Co» fi»*ula to  Co. B^hiaa Chios, 15.11.1961. Co. H ;huos 
Union to  Gtangv, 10.1959*

23 .3 .1935 , p .<* .

’* .M .i . l .D .F . ,  fj U s t  o f  teen s  coopeting in  owning League, 
2^ .10 .1951. N kuru A frican F oo tba ll i s e o c ia tio n , f ix tu re s  
loan ing  League, U  .3.195* •

if M ,  .
In te rv iew ! W. ILndva.

***/., Bunyore Union to  A .w ..\., 19*7*1950. s e c re ta ry
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and th e  Luo Union had a Luo Football A ic.ociation.^ Cue o f the 

i te o s  on the  agenda o f  a g en era l M eting  o f the  Pt.W.,. in  19*»9 

van "How baluhya fo o tb a ll  Teams should ge t p lay in g  uniforms", 2 

T rib a l fo o tb a l l  teams were Im portant foci around which t r i b a l  and 

s u b - tr ib a l  id e n t i ty  and s o l id a r i ty  developed.

E ntertainm ent was another sphere in  which t r ib a l  a sso c ia tio n s  

were a c t iv e .  There vere the b ig  dances organised ty  the Luo Onion 

and th e  / .W .,.. in  which hundreds of people p a r t ic ip a te d . In the 

p e rio d  1950- c  these were held  f a i r ly  freq u e n tly v in  some caeee 

even tw ice a  month by the sane a sso c ia tio n .^  In th a t period  th e re  

vere few dances organised by lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s . These were 

more common during the la te  1950*.** There was a lso  a v a r ie ty  o f 

te a  p a r t i e s ,  farew ell p a r t ie s  and t r a d i t io n a l  donees held mai n l y 

a t  the  lo c a t io n a l  and t r i b a l  le v e ls .  T ribal a sso c ia tio n s  a lso  en­

te re d  teams fo r  Western dancing com petitions organised by the 

M /0.*

T r ib a l a sso c ia tio n s  were, in  many re sp e c ts , extensions o f  the 

re sp e c tiv e  t r i b a l  groups in  the reserv e . P lay ing  th is  ro le  V •  

Nyanra t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n  a operated  as guardians o f  t h e i r  t r i b a l  

moral v a lu e s . This was re f le c te d  p rim arily  i n  th e i r  a t t i tu d e  to ;>rdr 

p r o s t i tu t io n  among th e i r  •< ©menfolk liv in g  t  the to n . P ro e ti tu tio n  

in  Jlokuru, a s  elsewhere in  Kenya, was an in e v ita b le  ^ -p ro d u c t  o f  

u rb a n is a tio n . With the g re a t  imbalance in  th e  sex r a t io  th e re  was

‘Gam kahuna -p o rta  Club, 2.12*19 & .

^A.A.F. t Bunyore Union to  A.W.A., 19.7.1950* D .f .,
N. .W.8.R . ,  “p r i l  1950.

2a. a.F . ,  A.W.g. to  s e t .  Superin tendent o f  P o lic e , P .6 .1 9 ^ .  

3H.H.fi.S.D.F.t K.A.W.M.R., 1950-?.

V m.S .S .D .F .,  African A ffa irs  departm ent, l i s t s  of dances, 1957, 
1958, 1959.

^Nfi./Cenerel Ward C ouncil, Ugenya Union to  C.W.C., 7 .1^.1957.
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an c tv io u e  in c e n tiv e  to  indulge in  th is  t r a in .  Tin to n ., u o d -  

t i o n a l l j , vao a plncn o f r e f in e  fo r  g i r l s  whc lsbed  to nva<k 

p n m n ta l and k in sh ip  co n tro l and to le a rn  behind thn boredom o f 

ru ra l  l i f e .  In  Nskuru thn p ro  b in s o f fr ico n  p ro a titu tn n  bn com  

acu te  during thn 19tOs and th e re a f te r  a s  a m o u lt  o f  thn steady 

in c re a se  o f thn A frican po p u la tio n . Thn European a a th o r itln n  were 

no t always ovor^-concerned about the problem. The KAaQ in  19**7-5& 

claimed th a t  he regarded p ro s t i tu t io n  as  a sa fe ty  valve in  a p re ­

dominantly m alt so c ie ty . 1

A frican s, and Luo and .baluhya in  p a r t ic u la r ,  were not so 

understanding  o f the problem. The a t t i tu d e  o f Nskunifs Luo and 

• baluhya, being in te g ra l  p o r ta  o f  t h e i r  t r i b a l  groups, towards 

p r o s t i tu t io n  must bo p s r t ly  viewed in  te rn c  o f  t ra d i t io n a l  n o d a l  

s t ru c tu re ,  m arriage end b ridew ealth  customs and thn moral v a lu es  

underpinning them. In both Luo and * baluhya so c ie ty  the b ridew ealth  

received  by a lin eag e  fo r  i t s  daughters determined the a b i l i ty  o f 

t h e i r  eons to  marry* The m ales of thn lineage  thus had a d e a r  in ­

cen tiv e  to  ensure th a t  thn value of th e i r  l in e a g e 's  g i r l s  in  term** 

o f b ridew ealth  would no t d e p re c ia te . While aboolu te  in s is ten c e  upca 

v irg in i ty  m ight have l o s t  ground, the r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  o f the g i r l  

and her good upbringing were s t i l l  very im portan t. T rad itio n a lly  

when v i rg in i ty  ves s t i l l  c ru c ia l  i t  was s  stigm a fo r the  g i r l  and 

s  d isg race  fo r  the p a re n ts  i f  she was no t found v irg in . The c la n s ­

men in  th e  town thus acted  a g a in s t p ro s t i tu t io n  am behalf of th e  

k in sh ip  group as s  whole i n  s  m a tte r which s tro n g ly  un ited  town

1  In te rv iew t J .  H andefleld . N.H.-.o.fl.r., Hemorsndum by the f r ic a n  
W elfare O ffio e r, 2 1 .1 .1 9 ^ .  The m unicipal p o licy  uaa to  co n tro l
th e  p r o s t i tu te s  and to  chock them re g u la r ly  fo r  V.D.



oad re se rv e  duel e ro . I t  o t « n ,  however, th a t  the a t t i tu d e  toward 

p r o s t i tu t io n  wee in fluenced  and re in fo rced  by uropeon, C h ris tia n  

a t t i tu d e s  a s  ve il*  This was p a r t ic u la r ly  tru e  fo r  the se re  w estern­

is e d  d f r i e s s i*1  A p r o s t i tu te  was n e t  only a  lo s s  e f  nosey fo r ,  

but a ls o  a  d i agrees to , the  e la n , the su b - tr ib e  and the tr ib e  a s  

s  whole*

I t  i s  in te re s t in g  to  n o te  th a t i n  the esses of both tbs Luo 

and th e  / boluhya, the I n i t i a t i v e  to  d ea l w ith p ro s t i tu te s  in  s  h i^  

way caste n o t f re e  the  g ru se -ro o t*  but from the  top . In the caam 

o f th e  ^baluhy», i t  was decided in  19^6 by th e  i *W. t.Head' uartera  

in  Kakaaaga th a t  a c tio n  be taken  to e l i s in a te  J balufcya p r o s t i tu te s  

fron  th e  towns* Tbs s a t t s r  was cones uontly brought before the lo c a l  

N ative C ouncil in  the re se rv e  which approved the d e c id o n  th a t  ' no 

g i r l  o r  w o su  s h a l l ,  w ithout a  c e r t i f ic o te  e n te r  the t r ^ in  fo r  

cosing down country, o th er than  those who g o t th e i r  husbands  cr 

f u l ly  known a s  s  Mother o f  any one in  down c o u n try " . 2he l*b*A. 

Nakuru brunch, a c tin g  on the d e c is io n , re  rues tad the C.C. in  March 

19^6 to  g ra n t  tb e s  a u th o rity  to  r e p a tr ia te  / bsluhya p r o s t i tu te s .

The D*t. declined* '

In  the  aase son th  the  huo Union Nakuru approached the D*C* 

nuking h i t  to  r e p a tr ia te  s  Luo p r o s t i tu te ,  the Union paying the 

fa res*  T his case was in te r e s t in g  because the  g i r l  was apparen tly  . 

induced to  p ra c tic e  her tra d e  by s  r e la t iv e  who shared her p r o f i t s ,  

w hile according  to  th e  cue to*  he was expected to  look a f t e r  h e r

"Interview ! £* H uleri.

KH /I*U/Unv'dep* </7**, .b .  • to  C*C., t*3«19 t6 | U*C. to I .
undatedf •*W., * to  I>*C,, lb«3*19^$*
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*orolmm lb* Luo Union, with no u lre c t m te ie s t  in  th t  n a t te r  took 

i t  up . i f U r  in v i t in g  the g i r l  tw ice, w ithout response, to  a tten d  

a  Union s e a tin g  and answer the  a lle g a tio n e , the Union, an a le n t  

r e s o r t ,  sought the help of the . uain i s t r a t i  o n .' The a sso c ia tio n s  

a t  th e  t r i b a l  le v e l  acted hare ae guardians o f t r i b a l  customs and 

th e  tr ib e .4s good nans. Tht low er level, a ee ec ia tio n e , whs bed a . 

oora d i r e c t  in te r e a t  in  the p ro b lea , vera a t  th a t  stage too week, 

i f  they  e x is te d  a t  e l l ,  to  pursue such B e tte rs  th ic k  In c reasin g ly  

involved  the  ♦ dmirdotraU.cn,

hu t even during the l$ 50c and e a r ly  1960s  whan the  whole n e t­

work o f  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  was w all in  o p e ra tio n , the Luo Union 

and th e  < baluhya . . ao c iu ticn  continued to p lay  * c e n tra l ro le  i n  

the s tru g g le  fo r  the e lim in a tio n  o f p r o s t i tu te s .  Clan a sso c ia tio n *  

-e re  norm ally the f i r s t  to  d e te c t  a '’loose  woman" anang th e i r  ran k s . 

They t r i e d  to  convince the g i r l  to  re tu rn  to  h e r hone in  the re s e rv e , 

ihey p re fe r re d  to  solve the p ro b lea  thenselvee  because they d id  n o t 

went to  be p u b lic ly  d isg raced . I f  the  g i r l  re fu sed  to  abide tor 

t h e i r  d e c is io n , the c lan  a sso c ia tio n  would r e f e r  the n a t te r  tc t h e i r  

lo c a t io n a l a s so c ia tio n , l a  195&, to r  in s ta n c e , Gen Kahuna Union 

r e p a tr ia te d  two g i r l s  b e lo t^ ii^  to  two c lan s  which had th e i r  own 

a s s o c ia t io n s . I f  the lo c a t io n a l  a sso c ia tio n  fa ile d  to  convince the  

g i r l s  to  accep t voluntary  re p a tr ia t io n  they -ould in  tu rn  r e f e r  the 

case  to  th e  t r i b a l  .le v e l a s so c ia tio n . The Luo Union and the J baluhya 

i a so c ia tio n  sought, i f  n ecessa ry , th e  help o f  th e  dn in i a t  r a t io n .

In 1959 th e  - baluhya i ao o c ia tio n  nado ru le s  regard ing  the procedure 

o f  r e p a t r ia t io n .  L ocational /gsoe 1 s t ions were au th o rised  only to  1

1nr/D .C/Tacu/dep.?/7«»t Luo Union to  D.C., 2 1 .5 .W 6 .

; G .* .C .r . t r u i n — *■ im port 1958. In terv iew : J .  Odada, the
sans procedure app lied  to  Myakach Union an well*



advice the g i r l  l a  question  to  change her >*ye o r to urge h t r  to  

v o lu n ta r i ly  ®o beck hone, Should the prove stubborn the lo c a tio n a l 

a s so c ia tio n  hod to r e fe r  the n a t te r  to  the beluhya s a c c ia t lc a  

h ich  would take le g a l no tion  ag a in st h e r. The procedure in  th e  

Luo Union woe p i a i l a r .
r

la  op tenber 195** the in i t i a te d  strong ac tio n  a g a in s t

baluhya "looee  w o m h.  The e e c e ia t io n 'a  a c tio n  wee alaed  no t 

only a g a in s t unmarried g i r l s  ho t a lao  again&t B erried  onon who 

had l e f t  huabeada and c h ild re n  behind in  the reaen re . I t  van, the* , 

not only a ueotlon  o f  b ridew ealth . The e&in co ap la in t wee th a t  

th e se  '-omen ty  th e i r  p ra c t ic e s  "defiuae our d ignity* '. The >• waked 

the MaaO n o t to  Issu e  or renew residence  perm its  to  baluhye wooeo 

w ithout a  l e t t e r  fren  the C hief o r  the  D.O. fron  the  re se rv e . The 

p o lic e  were asked to  a r r e s t  the  e x is tin g  loose  wonen* and re tu rn  

tie s  to  t h e i r  re sp ec tiv e  t r i b a l  hones.* . uboe uen tly  in  October 199* 

the freociation  provided th e  p o lic e  w ith a l i s t  o f  t*enty~sla  

> balnhye ’'lo o se  vontn*' f o r  r e p a tr ia t io n  end declared  th a t ano ther
4

l i s t  was in  p re p a ra tio n . fcep a tria tio n  wan c a rr ie d  ou t not on the 

ground o f  p r o s t i tu t io n ,  which was d i f f i c u l t  to prove, but fo r  

vagrancy and lack  o f  residence  p e n s i ts .  This e n t i -p ro s t i tu t io n  

campaign v.ae apparently  successfu l by 1935. lb 195® the a sso c ia tio n

AA.A,F*f ; ooluhye i s so c ia tio n  to  a l l  lo c a tio n a l a sao c ia tlo n a , 9.6.1959; 
Buayore Union to ^beluhya < s s o d a t io n ,  5.3.1957.

In terv iew s ft. L. Cjuka, J .  i b iye.

A.W.A.to /-g* C oanicslooer o f  P o lic e , «>5k u ru ,13#9. 195^ .

a. tc - wriceiefr Police, k#*.P ., .1*10.195^*

^A.A.r., a.W.a* to f upexintend^nt of Police, k.V.P*, 12.9.1933.
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a u th o rised  th e  Jhkuru Town t h i e f , 1 h im self a Hulutaya, "to  a r r e e t ,  

decl w ith , end he never necessary bring before th e  a u th o r lt le a  o f 

the s a id  . c o c ia tio n , ch a rac te rs  o f  the baluhya, e sp e c ia lly  

f a s s ie s  who seen  to  have no v a lid  ground o f s tay in g  in  IMturu 

Township".' i ro n  i t s  own n o tiv e s  the baluhya in  fa c t  concurred 

w ith the o f f i c i a l  view th a t f r lc o n s  should be allowed to  l iv e  in  

the town on ly  i f  they had 00 no th in g  u sefu l to do« In 1999 the 

a s so c ia tio n  took up the  u e s ticn  o f  'baluhya "loose women" with 

the iio n ec ra ft O ffice r in  charge o f the fionecraft Training Centre 

in  Ncdcuru. The * s so c ia tio n  c la in ed  th a t  baluhya g i r l s  p a r t ic ip a t in g  

in  the  hom ecraft course financed th e ir  s tu d ie s  by re so rtin g  to  " in -  

moral woye". The baluhya . s s o c ia t io n 's  branches throughout th e  

country formed a  network which traced  and re tu rn ed  women who de­

s e r te d  t h e i r  husbands***

In  conclusion  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  determine the re la tiv e  s tr e n g th  

of th e  m otives behind the p e r s is te n t  e f fo r t s  of th e  Luo and be- 

luhya t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  s t  a l l  le v e ls  to c o n tro l th e i r  womenfolk 

in  th e  town and to  r e p a tr ia te  th e  " loose’' ones* In  f a c t ,  every 

s in g le  a s s o c ia tio n  had i t  a s  one of i t s  expressed alas* Anthropolo­

g i s t s  would perhaps lay  the ©aphasia more s tro n g ly  on an exp lanation  

which has the  t r a d i t io n a l  s o c ia l  o rg an isa tio n  and bridew ealth  customs 

as i t s  b a s is ,"  The evidence from Nakuru in d ic a te s ,  however, th a t

^  C hief o v e r the e n tir e  A frican popu la tion  o f  H kuru wan appointed 
in  1957.

/baluhya i s so c ia tio n  " to  whom i t  may concern” , 17 .5 .1956.

3W . f ' balefcqra i aeo c ia tio n  to  Homecraft O ff ic e r , 27 .2.1959.

^ A * f t ,  i ld e r e t  to  J .  H uru li, 19 .6 .1955.
-  TTm i i I I111I1111 IfiiL m n ~"i1 T l 1 ><n>*r
^D. 19s k in , lloiiihi>our»yvD . 9^-4 . lo u th a l l .  In troducto ry  iunmsry, 
in  t .  - o u t h r l l , o c ia l  Change h  Hpdcm f r i e s .  OUP London 1969 PP- 65- 6.
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th*r«  tons a  m v  element a t p lay  *hich wm M i n t f e s a a r l l j  d ir e c t ly  

linked  v i th  t r a d i t io n .  The fa c t  th a t the campaign r.jralnat p r o a t i -  

tu tio n  ¥n« i n i t i a t e d  and c a rr ie d  ou t to •  large ex ten t by the t r i b a l  

a s s o c ia tio n s  a t  the  h ighest le v e l l c  r lg n lf le n n t .  The lo c a l Loo 

Union and baluhya A ssociation which were in c reasin g ly  nonopolieed 

by th e  educated urban e l i t e ,  s tro v e , to g e th er * l th  th e i r  counter­

p a r ts  in  th e  re se rv e , to  in c u le e te  among the tribesmen the ideae o f  

t r i b a l  u n ity , s o l id a r i ty  and • 'pa trio tism * . Combatting im m orality 

and upholding t r i b a l  customs and co ra l v a lues, could a lso  be re ­

garded as a by-product o f an emerging eon a t o f t r i b a l  "nationalism**.

Before 1950 t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n *  eeen to  have been preoccupied 

v ith  responding to  problem® a ffe c t in g  in d iv id u a l t r ib e  aeon and v i t h  

p rovid ing  f o r  th e i r  en tertainm ent and re c re a tio n , ta rin g  the 1950a 

tiey vere  changing th e i r  ro le s  by adopting a more p o s it iv e , pro­

g re ss iv e  o r ie n ta t io n .  They were lay ing  more emphasiB or the s e l f -  

improvement o f  both in d iv id u a ls  and th e  coawunity. In 195^ c Luo 

Onion's le a d e r  in  Wrfcuru e p e lt  th i s  out* "Our aim. your -o reh ip  i s  

to a h a ie  p o v erty  and ignorance. We v-ant to  avoid going to  th ' 

Government e very  day, every veek fo r  help and ru p p o rt. he v*nt V' 

s tand  on o u r ov*.*1  This outlook found expression  in  the  a se o c is tio n a ' 

c o n s t i tu t io n e . One o f the alms o f  Buteotco P rogressive Union vact 

*T6 o rg an ise  b e t te r  means through vtdeh members can p rogress s o c ia l ly ,  

e d u c a tio n a lly  and econocdeally .,,r Ugenya U nion's c o n s ti tu tio n  ex­

pressed  t h i s  aim in  id e n t ic a l  taros*  ̂  The a* me id e r» war repo rted  in

S u V /f r ic s m  A ffa ire  C o a d t te e , e d r a f t  o f a  Luo Union le a d e r ’s
speech, 19 .8 .1955.

‘ m e  2522, 1959.

m e  1^08, undated.



constitu tion** o f  d a n  a& eociati^nn a* w ell.*

-ooeurageoent o f education .** a  recur re n t  thee* 1a a laoo t

•vary  s in g le  c o n s ti tu tio n  o f M ^kuru't Nyanzn t r i b a l  aeeociatiorw u

id u c a tio a  waa i« » g d n » « w 1y regarded by Afyinnnn aa  JlftluQ r to

p ro g reee . T r ib a l aBeodLationo c M d tte d  theneelvea to  the f in a n c ia l

im p o r t  o f t h e i r  nenberrf and th e i r  ch ild re n 1* education whether 1*

K«nya o r overeeea and th* 'lo g o  kngnr ta lo n  Iujq a .oucrition

e c re ta ry  to  deal v i th  th is  e u b je c t."  T rib a l aaeoc ia ti one in

Kakuru rece iv ed  A pplication* fo r ouch noatetw ij* ' 1*010 t n  01 w .'n

l iv in g  in  o th e r  p a r te  o f the country aa veil*  In U5& no

- lego  R^gar Union anointed two o f  i t e  nenbere i a  th e ir  a tud iee  in

the U .i.* .. f o r  one o f  then *ho waa an o f f ic e r  o f the Liuon a
| |

s p e c ia l ..chitng -d u ca tio n  ibhd" was launched. In 1959 th*

, haluhya .s e o c ia tio n  oigania«d » la rg a -a c a la , fund r« i« iae  c » i .s i s n
5

to  a s s i s t  i t *  e*cr»torp  in  h is  h igher education  i s  th* U.i . . .

Not every n*«b*r r e c . iv w  th*  « * •  »e«i*to*c* •*  did o t t i c t n  and

on th* -hoi*  th* t r i b a l  * eecc ia tio ao  had th * i r  f in a n c ia l U n i t - t io n a .

Th* r i l l  to  he lp , bow*v*r, »ae th* r* .

n o th c r f ie ld  in  «.hicb «o»* t r i b a l  a s s o c ia t io n  t r i a d  to  h*lp

th* p ro g ress  o f  th e i r  p*oplo *>«• trad * . ucc*«* in  buoir.i.-.-.:

ano ther r ig n  o f  *nu latlng  th* -odern  world. Luo and <baluhjr» t r i b * « « i

l£ .~ . . ,  m #  J571, ibukanga UukcB*_.oei*tjr,  196l» 
Kaakva Kla<au Union, 1959) M U  0 * 7 ,  ®cro and T
1961.

i l l *  2*6* ,I- 'saocia tlon .

2D .C //4* ^ 5/ 12/ 53, education * e c re ta iy , ^lego tn icn  to E.G.
10 .4 .1999 .

3B .U .F .t
a.  J,M .be*anba,
G.R.U.JF., J .  Moduno

Nairobi to  dunyore Union, fokuru , 1 2 .7 .1 9 ^ . 
K ^ rire t to  *bal«ha e e o c ia tin  Jtonuru, 29. ; . 19tC . 

to  Gea Jihuna Union, 6 .10 .1958.

4| C.C/Hku/ leg© tag** Union, G eneral ^  < tin g  16.. .1958;
General Heating 25.5.1959* General Heeling u n d a te d ./ R a t i o n

•c re to ry  to  D.C. t 10.4.1959. (Minutes)
h  O.f. i baluhra . rso c ia tio n  to Bunjrore Union, 27.5.1959. <• .r«, 

t o l ^ a  s s o c l a t i o a  to  f r ie a n  W . t r i c t  Council of U g o n  » jra n «. <-7.



did not exh ib it, on the tool*, a p a r t ic u la r  t a s ta  lo r ,  o r  ta le n t  

in , business vhich sad a promotion of trada  a p a r t ic u la r ly  ia p  r t a n t  

task . Luring tho Lmorgency y e a rs  from 195? to  19& whan many Kikuyu 

tradars loo t th a i r  business th e re  waa an opportunity  fo r the tyanza  

tr ib e  soon to  f i l l  the vacuum* Both the Luo Union and the Jbaluhya 

aaociation a c tiv e ly  encouraged th e ir  mambaro to  seize  th is  o p p o r­

tun ity  to  enter trade* Leaders o f the t r ib a l  le v e l a sso c ia tio n s  

who Had access to  inform ation  about av a ilab le  business lieenceo  and 

future economic plana used to  dissem inate such a t  a ssoc ia tion  r c c t -  

inge** There ware a sso c ia tio n s  which t r ie d  to  go beyond this* i a 

early  as 1 9 ^  the *W*A# s e t  o u t to form a co -operative  business 

sn te rp r ir je * ' In  1959 LHinyore Union waa apparen tly  i s  the p roo  .r. 

of e s ta b lis h in g  a co -opera tive  h o te l.^  In # 6 3  Bahuna Union 

proposed to go in to  business.** I t  eeena th s t  nont? of the.^c ent 

p rise s  came to fru itio n *  In d iv id u a ls  used to  apply to  th a ir  a s so c i­

ations for help in  o b ta in ii*  trad ing  lic e n c e s  o r  fo r  loans to  s t a r t  

bur Inessa ts or to  overcome se t-b ack s  in  e x is tin g  ones* In 195®, for 

cxnople, Gem Kahuna Union gave a loan o f ^hs. 4oc/- to  a Gen 

businessman opera ting  in  th e  to  n. 5 I t  can n o t be fu lly  e s ta b lish e d  

whether o r not the in c rease  in  the Hyanza tr ib c rr .^ n ’a in te r e s t  in

i In te rv ie v t 6.  U  GJuka, D. huaonye, «* Im biai.

?'k . JT .# A.W.A. to D.C.f 3*5.19**9.

•'B.l’. f . ,  * member to  hunyore Union, 2f*2«195?*

\> .R *U ,y .t Gem Kahuma Union Nakuru to  Head u s r te r s ,  11.7.196%

5G.R*U*F*, T reasurer to  £• Heao, 31.8.195®* £ • •  tlBO» *•*•*•♦
A member to  Abaluhya -sflolciation, 5*3*1957» L e tte r  to

Bnraaa (^ v a h lll  Bswaaansr). 16.5*1961. In te rv ie  : H.. .M uji.



trad *  during the 195C» and the  early  1960s  was a  r e s u l t  o f  the 

u rg in g  and assfctnnce o f  tb s  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s . Cfc the whole, 

however, Ny*nra tribesm en did no t take f u l l  advantage o f the aw re­

gency c o n d itio n s . 1

During the  1950s ,  ^hcn Nynnra t r i b a l  a sso o la tian a  became ■ore 

forward lo o k in g , they began to  take a c tiv e  in te r e s t  in  the  p ro g ress  

o f  t h e i r  t r i b a l  t r e e s .  There had always been a  keen in te r e s t  In  what 

was going on in  the re se rv e . Before 1950, be- e t t r ,  there  were 

n o t th e  m a n s , n e i th e r  was th e re  the v is io n , to  transform  the urban 

t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s  in to  le v e rs  fo r  the development o f the  re se rv e . 

The ascendancy of tha educated e l i t e  in  the lead e rsh ip  o f t r i b a l  

a s s o c ia tio n s  in  the l a te  19*0s  «nd # e rly * 5 0 s  *e», in  th i s  r e s p e c t .  

Highly in s tru m e n ta l. In f a c t ,  be causa o f the e tru c tu re  o f lob 

o p p o rtu n itie s  in  Kenya as a whole, noet o f the educated sons o f tne 

d i f f e r e n t  IVyanta t r i b a l  groups liv ed  more or l e s s  permanently in  

towns.

During the  1950c the t r i b a l  urban s l i t s *  began to  regard them- 

e s lv e s  as guard ians o f  th e i r  re sp ec tiv e  t r i b a l  a re a s . The Juo tn io r  

(t*A «) had a s  on* o f i t s  alms " to  find  ways and naans o f i ^ r o v i n r  

th e  Luo coun try  g en e ra lly , s o c ia l ly ,  ed u ca tio n a lly  and e c rn o c ic iilly ."  

; i n i l a r  M ee appeared in  th e  c o n s ti tu tio n s  o f a sso c ia tio n s  a t  the 

c u b - tr ib a l  and clan le v e l .^  Hyakeeh Hnion was such nor# s p e c if ic  

than  the  o th e r s ,  having as  cos o f i t s  s i tu s  perform >ny

. ee below. .

4U. J .  O e rta .1 , M. G o ld^ho iit and i .  B o tb ch lld , -- y _
■Lc . l l t i ' r  in J C g m , l*urt - t r i «  P ublish ing  H o u n , Itairobl 1969. PP* .5 -6 .

' 8. 6. , . ,  n i . .  2200, 7571. * • » ,  1»77. W . ,  to  t o a .
16 . 5. 1961.



fo r  th e  b e n e f it  o f  the Location people and fo r the growth and 

devolopc.*-iit o f  f^yekach Location* I t  c h i l l  help in  building ! r hoolo , 

d iepeneario ii and o a te r n i t ie a ,  h a l ls  and community develop®on* con t r e e  

fo r  both  vomen and men o f  Ifyaknch Location, and in  p reparing  m ode 

enu b rin g in g  wator^n th e  Location*”1 .

Gen r..‘huoa Union, Kakuru branch, wrote in  19& to the  -h ie f  

o f Gen L ocation  asking hi* to  tdcc up with the dnin i tre t io n  the 

Uni on 1 a fo llow ing  re  u ss ts s  "an upper primary school fo r  g ir  

on ly , no ctandaxd school uniform s, evei7 cub-location  to  have i t s  

own upper p r io a ry  school, a  youth  cen tre  to teach  tra d e s , development 

end w ater p ro je c ts  in  the Location and the bu ild ing  of i  ̂ t r: 

hone end a  d ispensary” /  In  the la ta  1950c *** ***'7  vhen

lo c a t io n a l  and c lan  a sso c ia tio n s  v e rt forming thanselvec in to  coun try - 

vide a s s o c ia tio n s  i t  became p o ss ib le  fo r  then to  conceive of p r a c t ic a l  

p ro je c ts  o f  ee lf-iap ro v en en t in  the reserve  as v e i l .  Thus in 1 9 ft 

Gen Kahuna U nion 's Headc.uartoro launched a p ro je c t of tu i l i in g  * 

secondary school in  Con L o t t i e * .  The R *»ru  branch van m  ueetsd  to

c o n tr ib u te  a  s u b s ta n tia l  su * .c f  ?rioney«

Th. l l r i k i  Union U g an , n t  l a a . t  *  1961, to  U k . .  ka«n l n t o m . t

in  l l r i k i  L ocation . Shay * * * * *  th a t th .  C cY .ran.nt pro»ld* th .  

Location « i th  a  nocon<5*J» ochool, » h o e p lU l, four dl sp ra t., r i s .

•  p o s t  o f  f i e .  I t  « ir a  w gud tha < f r ic a n  U a t r i e t  Council,

Korth K yra* ., t»  yc-ng t t r t f c l  th a t  th .  l n t t . r  . f

d i n c r i l n a t *  in  e ^ l c o r ^ n t .1* ThW .U o  -W rU d  to ^ t a f

1 L.C/Hcu/ dauO.5/12/ft, undated c o n a ti tu tio n .

r a .B .U .jr ., Ora Bahama Union, K’ kuru to  C hiaf Mkwaor C»ugi, 10.12.1961. 

3O .B .U .n , Ora Sahara Union, **ku'TM̂ u^ ‘a ) '

S . o . f . ,  Connittaa m etin g , 2 6 .M 9 6 N  lo tto r  to Bsaasa. 16.5.19611 
l l r i k i  ’ Union to I* aeganga, 26.2.19& ''.



fo r  th e  return, o f  Kaimosi F r e  and the  fo re s t  o f  K lld rl kaimoni 

M iction to  T i r ik i  Location#* Is  th is  l a t U r  Nrkuru T irik i le ad e rs  

proved to  be more extreme thou some o f the le ad e rs  i s  T ir ik i Loca­

t io n .  They in troduced  to  the is su e  a., m ili ta n t urban Jargon and 

f la v o u r: ’’You knov th e  land mentioned above was taken fro* us

v ith o u t our p r io r  perm ission by the B r it is h  Im p e ria lis ts  and handed 

ever to  'm erican C o lo n ia lis ts , so when ve want th e  lend to be re tu rn ed  

bock f o r  our <rn use i t  i s  a very in su ltin g  id ea  to  hear th a t  th e re  

a re  c e r ta in  uncalled  fo r  people In  T ir ik i  Location *bo deny our r ig h t  

to  ask  fo r  tho land . . . " 2 In 19&  T ir ik i  Union (L .A .) s ta r te d  to  

r a is e  money fo r  b u ild ing  a secondary school in  T ir ik i  Location,

Fnkuru b rm ch  played an a c tiv e  p a r t  in  th is .

t  the  t r i b a l  le v e l the Luo Union uas very a c tiv e  a* from 1955 

Jh c o lle c t in g  money fo r  the b u ild in g  o f CTefa Memorial E 11 in  Klcumu. 

There i s  no evidence fo r  a s im ila r  p ro je c t by the  baluhya a a o c ia tio o .

On the  whole, the  in te r e s t  s h o o  by the urban Wyanta tr ib e  amen in  

the improvement o f th e i r  home a reas  wan n a tu ra l since so many Hyanz* 

tribesm en l iv in g  *i th e  to  n had th e i r  fam ilies  and seme economic 

in te r e s t s  in  th e  re se rv e . .When, fo r  example, they urged the a u th o r i­

t i e s  to  b u ild  more schoo ls, i t  was the education  o f th e i r  o'et c h ild ­

ren  th a t  they were concerned about. .

C oncurrently , during the  1950®, t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  began, 

more co n cc in sly , to  c u l t iv a te  and fo s te r  c lo se  re la tio n sh ip s  w ith  

the  re sp e c tiv e  t r i b a l  groups in  toe re se rv e . C hiefs and o th e r d ig n i ta r ie s

h h i e  a rea  was A lienated  and handed over to  an American-based
m ission .

2T .L .K , L e t te r  to  t a w .  16.5.1961* T ir ik i  Union to  L. maganga,
?6.2 .196T | General Meeting, 10.6.196"'. (Minutes

^ In to rv iev i M.&.Mujl.



M

ffo «  th# ro * # rre  * tr#  in v ite d  to  v i s i t  IMrow «M  #«t#rtain#<J

hy th e i r  p e o p l t ' t  t r lb o l  M w d ttiM iB *  I® ®a®t M i t e s t

tone Union c o rd ia l ly  aant oop it*  o f i t a  c o n s ti tu tio n  to  the hi 

o f thaeo tvo  lo o a U o n r /  A cup '•on in  1953 by the Bunyora Union 

fo o tb a l l  tosc: in  Nakuru v«a M a t to  Bunyore Location chi o f .

Union nanbor ashed th a t  tho cup bo aharod a l l  tho su b -lo o -ti on- 

which c o n trib u ted  p le y ew  to  the te rn . 7 h W J 9 t t .  U o .  « * i»

(M>t a  cup von by then to  th o  LoooUon C hief sue* .* ting  th e t  i t  b« . .  

used fo r  in terw sehoo l c e n p e titio n e . In  a d d itio n , the Bunyore M t i m , . 

K 'kuru fo o tb a l l  toon p lam ed  to  oooe to  tho reserve over n n  toao 

to  compete a g a in *  the  U o o .tim  U m .k  I» W *  the Cm fed—

Union a lso  dlacuaaed the  donation  o f a  cup fo r  in ta r-cu b -lo c .,tio r , 

fo o tb a ll  co ap eU tlo n a . 5 In I960 the /b o n u te te  i o o i . ty ,  a f f i l i a t e '!  

to Bunyore Union, h im d  a b u . to  go to  th e i r  e u b - le o .t im  to  e tte n d  

e m a a r ia l  corenony fo r  a ia tb -C hl.f who had d iod .

By**,* tribesm en liv in g  i n  the t o  n . ,,ho had .  c c n e id w e b l. 

a t; ke in  t h e i r  t r i b a l  group- i n  th .  re se rv e , bad l i t t l e  o r »o 

in flu en c e  on the  nam ing o f  the  .d m in in tre tiv e  t r i b a l  M  . 

s t r i c t . ,  L o e .tin c  and b o t t o m .  In 1959 Bunjror. bnion t r i e d

! i .  .F . ,  l e a s e s *  KUun^r
-em ;*hum» union to  -bxef Union toCan :ahum  Union to  -h ie f  w unao  £ Bunyore Union to
vjyugl to  Oen R hum ** ’
C h ia f, iiunyora Locution, xo.*».19

me 1 * 3 .  u e t  -d beet i-no Union to  U ^ ia t r e r ,  21 .3 .1957.

a nember to  Uunyore Union, 2 9 . l l .W 5 i .  - . _

V « . | „  bunyore Union to  C h ie f, ^ c a U c n ,  9 .1 .W59.

5C .fe .U .r., woamittee . . . t i n g ,  9 .3 .J9 5 8 . (M inutes 

S .C .F . ,  abamutete -o c ie ty  to  bunyore Union, 28.7.1960.



to r e c t ify  th i s  situation by asking of tha Bunyore Location chief 

that cno newber o f the Locational Council be a long standing to- a -  

d v t lle r  who vould be able to represent the tonenen'c point of 

T iov.1  Otherviee the only thing the town dvollero could do wee 

to court the food w ill o f the tr ib a l ladders and of the h it fa in  

particu lar* When in 195^ tho association of the Abaoirat^i c] n 

vented the Bunyore Union to a s s is t  two of their aenbern, they proiiised 

to t e l l  the Location Chief that Bunyore Union's leader* *ere good 

people.? This highlighto tha oenn itivify  of the trib al association 

to th e ir  re lation sh ip s with the tr ib a l establishment fc the reserve.

The associations* e ffo rts  in thia respect were not always

su c c e ss fu l. The association o f the T ii ik i had great d if f ic u lt ie s

w ith Chief tfs ra i Mukenys who asauned o f f ic e  in  3 91*?. I’he ch ie f

resen ted  the  T ir ik i urban associations to cuch mi extent that he

asked tha (overw ent to baa than eltoeeth er.5 l b .  relationship be-

tv eon tb . Bunyore Union and the U cation  estab lia laen t va« apparently

a lfo  fo r  f r o .  heppy despite the Union’ * e ffo rt :!. A l:nion em ber

vho vent hooe fo r  o T la it  In  1959 reported that the T iie f and oth. re

in  the location  did not l ik e  the Bunyore Union and unsed the un ion 'o

leaders to write to the Chief infomdne M« « * t  0" i<*  “
k

"good” orgiiniz-ation.

These a ttitu d es pointed to a basic undercurrent o f tension 

between tho tr ib a l establishment* end the urban tr ib a l e l it e s .  I t

^B .IJ.F ., Bunyore Union to C h ief, Bunyore L ocation , 1959. 

‘ B .U .F ., b a e ir a te i  to  Bunyore Union, *9.10.195^«

**In terete* i K. S. h»Ji •
^B .U .F., A nesber to  Bunyore Ifcion, a$.7*1959.



I f i

may h ve been the result of * clach bet con * country aid# "sisple 

mLnatuu  ia' and urban “so p h is tic a tio n ” • fhle *mm accentuated tgr 

the f«c t  that raott educated young nan liv ed  In tha  to. ns and that 

nosy of tht urban t r i b a l  lo ad ers  ware o f a  h $ tc r educational 

c a l ib re  thxn members o f tha ad m in is tra tiv e  estab lishm ent a t  hw/o• 

C hief i  iron  i xikenya o f T ir ik i Location apparently  feonnd^ th a t  

tha “clever fe ilow e" fro a  the to^aa would even tually  «nt to re p la ce  

h ia . 1 I t  i s  p o ss ib le  a lso  th a t  there  was an element of g en era tio n a l 

struggle between the young o f the  to n e  am* the e ld  of the reserve, 

bon* Chiefs also probably resen ted  being p a tro n ised  by the u r^* n  

associations.

On the .hole, by s a in ts  in i  ng a high level of contac t *1 th 

the reserves and c u ltiv a tin g  good re la tio n sh ip  w ith tr .c ir  -  uoro, 

tr ib a l  associations f a c i l i t a te d  the re - in te g ra tio n  o: t;.« m i^ront

to  nistaen in to  th e i r  t r ib a l  hornet.

I t  l a  n o t suggested th a t  the functions deecribed vere

p e r forced ty  « U  the Hyanze t r ib e !  a sao c ia tio n s  end throughout th e  

•ho le  p e r io d . I t  i e ,  bo-ever, an id e a l- ty p e  which fa ir ly  re p re s e n t ,  

the eoope o f  in te r e s t s  and a o t iv i t te e  o f  tboee eaeeciaticm e. More 

function;-, v e r t  performed ty  th e  c lan  ond lo c a tio n a l aceo c ia tio n o , 

the l a t t e r  being the core s ta b le  and a f fe c t iv e  on the whole. *ne 

Luo Union and the ibeluhya . .s -n o ta tio n  -w e  c a in ly  ocncercea w ith  

the t r i b a l  caersunitioe ee e  whole und were la rg e ly  uependont on 

th e i r  a b i l i t y  to  a o b i l i r e  end co n tro l the lo c a t io n a l e so o c in tio n c . 

The lo c a t io n a l a s s o c ia t io n  were both in d iv id u a l and co m m it*  

o r ie n te d . The c lan  e seo e ia tio n n  were p rim arily  concerneo with th e

^In terv iow i H. c< H ij i .



M

problem  of t h e i r  individual cease-ore.

d n l n l a t ^ i - i  rn(l I lMT V P ff-^ t^ tlD r . e f  the u th  : i f ,  o f

.“■akin >iu .̂ ...J^whar& y ^ K -t^
R esp ite  tho  apparent eakneet-cj, o f  the Uto Union and the 

/b a lu h y a  s so c ia tio n , they both  eeorgod during tlio 195b- r *^

1960b aa v ia b le  orcuni nation*, eapable, core o r le a a , of M obili­

s ing  and ttunipula tin g  the network of aaoociationo o f th e i r  reKpoot- 

iv e  t r i b a l  co o n im itie s . The growing cenoe of t r i b a l  id e n ti ty  unc 

s o l id a r i ty  and the  in te rn e t  o f  the  urban t r ib a l  e l i t e  heve a lready  

been suggested  aa co n trib u tin g  towardc tho v in o i i i ty  of the  t o 

t r i b a l  le v e l  a sso c ia tio n s .

In a d d itio n  the a t t i tu d e  of the .dednietrotion towards the  

t r i b a l  le * e l  neoocia tions p layed  an Important p a r t  lb  promoting 

t h .  g ro - th  o f the Luo and .'baluhya m u m  o f tr ib a l td w iU ty  end 

in  coew olideting  the authority o f the Luo Union end the baluhy.

s s o c ia t io n .

.  ve hova alruady o o « .  the attitude o f  the  ..a r ta lo tre U o B  

towards tho l^ iw B ego-llaw goll-T irik i i re o c L tic r . In  1936-7 « .  

th a t  Of su ay ic io n . H rt«h.P  C.C. fetnuru.nor the * .C . - 1 f t  

Volley Province eeened to » •  any benefit which t h .  - d n in i . t r . t i o n

n ig h t draw f r o -  ouch on .M o c ie tlo n . Heithor did tl*y  aa . any 

benefits in  the wider contort o f - f f i c « i  urk-nitation and lo g iU -

u t .  ne.dL a r is in g  t h . r o f .  In  1939 t h i .  a t t i tu d e  becen. **en 

c le a r e r  in  connection k ith  the  fo w e tio a  o f  a  Luo aao o c i.tio n  in  

U d o re t .  The L.C. could not aaa a  u aafu l puipoea fo r  the aaaociaU on: 

••The .ho le  th ing  w ill  siapUr loed to  unnec.aaai7  l i t ig a U o n  and 

I  -ould a ok your a u th o rity  to  ha*, tha  aaaociaU on wound up i n -  

n o d ia te ly ."  Tha P .C ., w bila p o in tin g  out th e t  there - t  no «t:



gpouno to  d is so lv e  the a sso c ia tio n , cuggeeted o th e r ntenn to  

ach iev e  the ua&e and. 1

Tbio a t t i tu d e  »&& changing during tho e a r ly  19<»Ca when tho 

A d m in istra tion  began to  regard e x is tin g  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  ao 

l e g i t i m  to  rep re sen ta tiv e*  o f  th e i r  robpective t r i b a l  communities

and a s  p o te n t ia l ly  u sefu l ag en ts , la  those y e a rs , with th e  steady
*

grow th o f  th e  f r lc a n  p opu la tion , a sore p o s itiv e  a t t i tu d e  towards 

governing the  f r io a a  town d h e lle ro  developed. Good government in ­

volved bom  to m  o f  cocsunioation  w ith the governed. The main 

d iv is io n  w ith in  the fr ic a n  s e c to r  of the tovn a t  th a t t in e  run 

along t r i b a l  l in e s .  To reduce t r i b a l  d iv is io n s  to  i—nageablo p ro ­

p o r t io n s  the  > dain ie tra tion  p re fe rre d  a d iv is io n  based on brond 

c u l tu ra l  s im ila r i t ie s *  These broad d iv is io n s  were used by tb s  

rinini s t r a t i  on as the —in u n i ts  o f conouni ca tio n  within the A fri­

can population*  -ven in  19?6-7 when the 1 *C* m s  forced to i n t e r ­

vene in  the  d isp u te  between th e  two an tag cole t i c  Worth Kavi rondo 

/a e o c la t io n e , he tr ie d  to  e f f e c t  s  merger between then. The fo u r 

m ajor t r i b a l  g ro in s  in  H;kuru based on th e  broad c u ltu ra l  d iv is io n s  

.arc the Kikuyu, lu o , i baluhys end the  K alenjin  and the a t t i tu d e  

o f th e  f d e d n is tra tio n  acted  s s  s  stim ulus towards the development 

o f  a  oenwe o f  id e n t i ty  along these l in o s .

At one U se  in  19^2 th e  D.C., ap p rec ia tin g  the genuine need 

o i  th e  / f r i c a a  tr l te a n e n  f o r  sons s o r t  o f le g a l  machiner y , endorsed 

the  le g a l  a u th o r ity  of the A.W.1 * in  minor d iepu tso  between Aba- 

luhya tribesm en . This v u  the  f i r s t  time th a t  s  t r i l a l  a se o c is tio n  

was recognised  as rep re re n tin g  the tribesm en e t  th a t  le v e l .  The

1 K)tyu*b/IQcu/dep*i/2C0, D#C, Uasin Qlshu to  P.C#, R*V.P*, 2 1 .7 .1 9 ;9 ; 
g .  P.C ., to  li.C. Vajsia Uishu, 1*8*1939.



Makimi Motive Mixed tr ib u n a l vas estab lish ed  in  19** t f U r  con­

s u l ta t io n  w ith t r i b a l  e ld e rs  rep resen ting  the na in  t r i b a l  groups.

The com position o f  the T ribunal van a lso  baaed on rep resen ta tio n  

g ran ted  to  thee© groups. 1 I t  was hard y su rp ris in g  tha t .whan in  

19**3 a Huluhya was no t included in  the raforned T ribunal, the 

A#W#A« re p e a te d ly  urged the D.C. to  r e c t i f y  th is  p o s itio n . 1 2 * 4 nd 

when the  D.C. responded to  th e lr ie ru e a t  in  1953 i t  was the s so e ia tio n  

which subm itted the names o f the candidates fo r  the  p o s t. The > .W .s. 

In  tu rn  asked the lo ca tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  to sfchmit nance fo r con­

s id e r a t i o n . '

In  the  Nakuru fr ic a n  dvisory Council th e re  was reaerred  re ­

p re s e n ta tio n  fo r  the fou r m ajor t r ib a l  groups in  the  town u n t i l  

1932* The t r i b a l  Council lo ro  were e lec ted  by the respective t r i b a l  

a s s o c ia t io n s . Iren  when t r i b a l  rep re sen ta tio n  -as abolished in  

1932, the  Myanma a sso c ia tio n s  continued to  tak e  an in te r e s t  in  i t s  

t r i b a l  com position. In October 195? the Luo Union discussed the  

ru e s tio n  o f  cand ida tes  fo r  the driooxy Council under the nev system 

o f  e le c t io n .^  The baluhya sso e ia tio n  complained in  1937 about 

the  e le c t io n s  to  the then G eneral bard Council apparently  because 

no Muluhya was a lec  ta d . When subsequently th e re  was a vacancy th e  

A ssociation  approached the D.C.: **We r e a l i s e  th a t  nominations to

the  C ouncils a re  no t on a  t r i b a l  b a s is . But a s  th a re  i s  no felubyn

1 KKVD.C/Ticu/dap.2/192f -&.C. to  P .C ., R .V .P., 20.12.19<>3.

2KK >/D.C./Nku/dap.2/192, i .V . .. to  D.C., 3 1 .3 .1 9 ^ .  .  .F . ,  *>.C.
to  1 ^«i> .195*«.

^ .A .1 * ., W..\. to  L .C ., 20.b,1953* Marama B u ria l id  . o c ie ty  to
7.3.*953* Maregoli : o c ia ty  to  .W. . ,  27*3.1953.

4
• ea below.

3n.M .w .£.D .F .# Luo Union to  s a t .  Superin tenden t of P o lice , 21.10.1932.



■ ta b tr  on the o en sra l Ward Council, vo a r t  coapelled to pot

th la  re q u e s t to  you*" The re  uost van to  nominate a Muluhys to
1

the v acan t s e a t .

In  19*6-5^ the Hekuiu A frican dvieoiy Connell waa developing 

ae th e  main channel o f communication between the  European a u th o r i t ie s  

in  th e  town and the - f r ic a n  popu la tion . T rib a l l a t e  roo ts  were r e ­

p resen ted  on th e  Council by t r i b a l  re p re se n ta tiv e s . ' Both the R/w O 

and th e  D.C. p a r t ic ip a te d  re g u la r ly  l a  the C o u n c il's  meeting and 

could th e re fo re  use i t  e f fe c t iv e ly  as th e i r  mr la  charnel o f  communi­

c a tio n  w ith th e  A fricans. With the ab o litio n  o f  t r ib a l  re p re se n ta tio n  

l a  1952, the  r o le  o f the  t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  a s  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  

th e i r  communities and as communicators seemed to  cfecllne. The dvioory 

Council prom ised to become s  pure ly  urban in s t i tu t io n  and the s o le  

re p re se n ta tiv e  o f hokum 's f r ic a n  popu la tion .

T h is, however, d id  mot happen. The dvioory Council which reached 

i t s  x en lth  a s  a  l iv e ly  ead p o p u la r in s t i tu t io n  i n  191V, decllmsd 

in  th e  subsequent y e a rs , whereas the t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  enhanced 

t h e i r  p o s i t io n  ae spoke omen o f  th e i r  re sp ec tiv e  t r i b a l  co aeu n itie a .

The L.C . g ra d u a lly  opted ou t of the  dvieoiy Council and seemed to  

p re fe r  to  c o n su lt the t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s . Thin process seems to  

have, a t  l e a s t  p a r t ly ,  been s  by-product o f th e  Hau Man re v o lt and 

the <>tate o f  inergency. Hau Hsu being regarded a s  s  Kikuyu r a th e r  

than an A frican  re v o l t ,  th e  < .m in is tra tio n  seem to  have viewed the 

s i tu a t io n  general*  with an in c re a s in g ly  t r i b a l  b ia s . When t*o lo c a l 

Luo. Union le a d e rs  had been found in  19!* to  be involved with Mau 

Hau, the d n in ia tra t io n  regarded i t  a s  the Luo a f f a i r .  I t  ea» a 

danger th a t  the  Luo t r ib e  might be "contam inated". I t  cone# u cn tly

A .F ., "/ baluhya A ssociation  to  25.3.1957» baluhya A ssociation
to  L .C . , 6 .12.1957.

2 * *H.H.. .S .D .F .,  Nakuru A frican Advisory C ouncil, finance and General
Purposes Committee, 16.9.19*>9| T.F.G.Kanyus to  P. G a th ii, 1 2 .7 .1 9 ^ .
See below.



convened, in  con junction  v ith  the lo c a l Leo Union breach, a  m e tin g  

o f  the  Luo co m u n lty  in  which lo c a l Luo lead e rs  and d ig n ita r ie s  

fron th e  Luo re se rv e  a ttached  Man Non and preached loyalty  to  the 

G ovenuoent/

The ; dm ini& tretien  thus saw fr lcan s  ae d iv ided  on t r i b a l  

r a th e r  than on socio-eccnoedc l in e s * * T ribal b sra rea  and bars van w ith 

le ad e rs  o f  t r i b a l  aeeo c ia tio n a  bee—  nornal procedure during the 

195Cs. T r ib a l a sso c ia tio n s  in  response e s ta b lish e d  theeeelvee aa  

an le p o r ta n t  channel o f  counm icatloa  between the d e in ls tra tio n  end 

the f r ic a n  population* In 1997 t r i b a l  le v e l a sso c ia tio n s  were, r e ­

quested to  nominate th ree  re p re se n ta tiv e s  to  the  C h ie f 's  Baraia^ 

which s c e n e .to  have becone a re g u la r  i n s t i t u t i o n . '  The agenda o f  

one n e e tin g , he ld  in  Hay 1959, included tv© n a t te r s  which were so re  

ap p ro p ria te  f o r  the General Ward Council. The one was the  b u ild ing  

of a  n u rse ry  school in  the f r lc a n  Location and th e  o th e r re la te d  

to A frican  re p re se n ta tio n  on the Municipal Council and the proponed 

‘'P a riah ” C ouncil to  rep lace  th e  General Ward Council.* The ap p o in t­

ment o f  a  C hief fo r  the e n t i r e  fr ic a n  popu la tion  o f the town was 

of a  p a r t i c u l a r  im portance, because he c u lt iv a te d  the t r ib a l  a s so c i­

a tio n s  as  channels o f  ccanunication  w ith the  t f r lc a n  popu la tion .

The t r i b a l  le v e l  a sso c ia tio n s  were consu lted  on a v a r ie ty  o f 

n a t te r s ,  sone o f  which were very im portan t, when in  1995 01* Tnneno 

res ig n ed  h i s  s e a t in  the L e g is la tiv e  Council a s  Member fo r  the L if t  

V alley , th e  Luo Union, the  A.W.... and the H andl-ftipalg ls Union were 

asked to  nominate th re e  de leg a tee  each to th e  D is tr ic t  advisory

T  MR y .  f r ic a n  A ffa irs  U— i t  te e , B orate, Luo
Cn— m ity ,  20*2.1955. In terv iew i i>.L*OJuka, H.iJ* Odaba.

* oaluhya ; a so c la tio n  to  Mokuru Town C h ief, 7*2*1997.

*a.F * , hiakuru Town C hief to  ^baluhya < association, 12.5*1999.



N o o in a tio n  .o n n i t te e  f o r  the b y -e le c tic e u 1 Zb* A.V.A. took the 

o p p o r tu n ity  to  propose i t s  own candidate fo r  the recen t s e a t /

1957 th e  baluhya e o o d a tio n  was asked to aooinate  i t a  - 

p r e e e n ta t iv e  to  the  c o u r i t te e ,  composed of rep re sen ta tiv e s  of o th e r  

t r i b a l  a s s o c ia tio n s  a s  v e i l ,  which wee to  s e le c t  the Chief fo r  ftokuru 

Xovau In  o rd e r  to  t o r n  the  success o f the  population  censue i n  

196c , th e  D.C. convened a  Meeting of rep re sen ta tiv e*  of t r i b a l  

a s s o c ia t io n * , Inc lud ing  lo c a tio n a l a sso c ia tio n s , to  explain  the p ro­

ced u re  o f  th e  census and to  seek th e ir  co-operr

The B un ic ipal a d o in is tra t io n  which normally operated through 

th e  a d v iso ry  Council and i t s  successors a lso  nude use o f t r i b a l  

a s s o c ia t io n s .  The Nakuru A frican Parents A ssociation , opera ting  under 

th e  a e g is  o f  the  Municipal A frican A ffa irs  L epertnsn t, waa oonpoced, 

ty  1957, o f  t h e i r  re p re se n ta tiv e s .^  The fckuru P rise ry  school Lao* 

te n s io n  iund i n  1956 was a lso  organised through thco*^ even in  

1951, e t  th e  peek of the  dviooiy Council, t h e i r  a ss is tan ce  -ac
7

sough t fo r  the coopileU on o f  a  l i s t  o f  the A frican  d e s t i tu te s ."

In  195k th e  HaaO se n t a l e t t e r  to  the Luo Union, the  A.W.A. and th e  

Nandi -K ipu ig ie  Union p o in tin g  out th a t o f  about n inety  ch ild ren  

a tte n d in g  the  ta n ic ip a l  Nursing School seven ty -fou r were Kikuyu

1A .A .F ., D.C. to A .k .A ., 22.9.1955.

a«k«a« to  L .c . , <-'7.9.1955.

^A .A .F ., baluhya - s so c is tio o  to  C.C., 2^ .9 .1957.

^B .U .F ., L.C. to  Bunyore Union, /5 .3 .1 9 6 2 . .

^a.a.F., baluhya A ssociation to  0.  Mwaniki, 26.9.1957.

/G eneral Ward Council, Luo Union to  General Ward Council, 
21 .7 .1956 .

«>.F G.Kauyua to A.W.A. 20.11.1956.



ww an lor fo u r  fro *  th e i r  t r i b e s . '

Thu* th e  European a u th o r i t ie s  to  none ex ten t b u il t  up the  

Luo Union end the  Abalufaya a sso c ia tio n  as the le g i t in a te  rep re sen ta ­

t iv e s  o f  t h e i r  t r i b a l  c o sn u n itiee . iheoe a e se c ia tio o s  oane to  re ­

gard them selves ms guard ians o f  th s  in te r e s t s  o f th e ir  urban t r i b a l  

coem unities. Xfauy vers not s a t i s f i e d ,  however, with playing a 

p a ss iv e  r o le  ty  reaponding to  Luropoan i n i t i a t i v e .  :oon they began 

to  a c t vhen they thought th a t  th e i r  t r i b a l  co rnualtias*  in te r e s t s  

were in  jeo p ard y . The *bolufaya A ssociation as notsd had denuded  the 

appointm ent o f  a Muluhya to  the  f l i c  an Mixed Tribunal and to th e  

G eneral Ward Council and in  1929 i t  appeared as  ths guardian o f 

t r i b a l  cu sto m  Mw# a s  / baluhy* a sso c ia tio n  o f  Mokuru a re  s tro n g ly  

opposed to  th e  s e t t in g  up o f  th is  co an iss lo a  on n s r r is g s , d ivorce 

and s ta tu s  o f  wonan. Having ou r own cuntoaary la v  p e r ta i n ing to  

th i s  p a r t i c u la r  su b jec t ve fe e l  th a t  the  nrenriuiilcn w ill  lave no 

u se fu l p u r p o s e . I n  1961 th e  oane A ssociation s tro n g ly  coaplained 

a g a in s t th s  t r i b a l  b iae in  th s  NaJotru d i s t r i c t  - p e d a l  Loans Con 

n i t t e e  demanding th a t  a  Muluhya be appointed to  i t . '  In 1963 i t  

complained about a t r i b a l ly  u n fa ir  d is t r ib u t io n  of t ic k e ts  fo r  

th e  Kenya Independence C e leb ra ticn .

The i^uropean a u th o r i t ie s ,  by turn ing  th e  Luo Union and the  

Abaluhya A ssociation  in to  the  sa in  channals o f  cosaunication  w ith 

th s  re sp e c tiv e  t r i b a l  c o a su n itie s , gave a boost to th e i r  p re s t ig e

^ kaaO to  A.W.A., 3.5.195**.

Abaluhya A ssocia tion , unaddressed, 1959.

JD.G. to  Abaluhya J e so c la tio n , 17.2.1961# 
dep.?y%73 , Kubok to  H. M uliro, 14 .4 .1961.

A ssociation to  th a  Regional Government sgen t, 9 .1 -.1963 .
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one helped than  to s tren g th en  and entrench th e i r  p o s itio n s  a t  the 

head o f the re sp e c tiv e  h ie  ra re  h i • •  o f the lo c a tio n a l and c lan  

a s s o c ia t io n s ,

gw.Mlwurw T ribal ccoclflUone

The Kikuyu responded d if fe re n tly  to  the aane urban co n d itio n s  

in  terms o f  t r i b a l  so c ia l organ!cation* The f i r s t  Kikuyu t r i b a l  

a s s o c ia tio n  -as fom ad aa l a t a  oa November 1 9 ^* *  I t  wan a  t r i b a l  

le v e l  a s s o c ia tio n , ig n if ic s n t ly  even then i t s  formation waa n o t 

th e  r e s u l t  o f  Kikuyu i n i t i a t i v e .  Zt wan p re c ip ita te d  by a d iscu ss io n  

in  th e  lo c a l  \f r ic n »  . dviaoxy Council on th e  problem o f A frican 

p ro s t i tu te s *  I t  wan decided a t  . th a t  meeting th a t  five  t r ib a l  com­

m itte e s , in c lu d in g  a Kikuyu one, be formed to  a s a i s t  th e  ttm ic ip a l 

Board in  r e p a tr ia t in g  p ro s t i tu te #  to  th e i r  reserves** The man who 

van to  become the f i r s t  se c re ta ry  o f th e  Union v is ite d  Mombasa and 

eav bow i t s  Kikuyu Conmittoe, which had been in  existenco since  

19^5 , was o p e ra tin g .  ̂

The cirdum staaces o f i t s  form ation l o f t  n very strong  im p rin t 

on the  Union and i t s  a c t iv i t ie s *  Although th e re  were thoughts o f 

em ulating the  fyanra t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s , th ese  never came to  f r u i t io n .  

Throughout i t s  ex istence  th e  R if t  Valley gikuyu Union (RVaU) was 

obsessed w ith  the question o f  Kikuyu p r o s t i tu te d  in  the town and 

th e  D is t r i c t  ea a whole* w ith in  e very a b o rt tim e o f i t s  in cep tio n  

the Union began to  co n cen tra te  l t e  e f f o r t s  on the  vigorous e lim in a­

tio n  of Kikuyu p ro s titu tio n *  Within a  few months the Union c lashed  

w ith  the a u th o ritie s  over the  harsh measures they were using ag a in s t 

p ro s t i tu te s *  1

1W .M .ii.b.D*r., I& ft Volley flgiktyu Union (RVAU) to  D*C., lb .1 .1 9 ^ 9 .

‘TQ t'/ltaU ve A ffa ire  Committee, 1 7 .1 .1 9 ^ . ***0 to
Cupwrintendont o f  P o lic e , R*V*P*, l8*ll*19^o.

^ In terv iew : J.W arui, M .faxker. P o l i t ic a l  and s o c ia l  Aspects o f
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The Unices as  unhappy w ith the measure* taken by th e  p o lic e  

A gainst p r o s t i tu te s  who had been denounced by the  Union, In 

Jnnusry  19*9 th e  Union m inded  up a fev score o f temea, Baking use 

o f  th e  s e r r ic e s  o f t h e i r  ova a sk a r ts . The o n an faced the  U nion 's 

^o an d ttee  which d iscussed th e  a lle g a tio n s  nsde against then. The 

c o o n ltte e  decided to  r e p a t r ia te  e ig h t women. Theoe were looked in  

n c e l l  guarded by th e  U nion's Askaris u n t i l  t h e i r  re p e tra tio n . The 

Red Cross branch , which became involved, repo rted  the harsh condition*  

in  th i s  i l l e g a l  p riso n  to  th e  p o lic e . By the  t in e  the whole s e t t e r  

cane to  th e  n o tic e  o f  the p o l ic e ,  the  Union's dcjtarl* were marching 

th e  g i r l s  to  th e  H osp ita l f o r  a  medical in sp ec tio n  to  enrure th a t  

they  would n o t tran sm it v en erea l d iseases to  the re serv e . />t the  

H o sp ita l th ey  were In te rc e p ted  by th e  p o lic e  who released  the g l r l e ,  

vho then conplained o f  m a ltreatment by the Union. The whole n a t t e r  

blew up and the  Union was to ld  th a t  i t  had no au th o rity  to  a r r e s t  

o r  r e p a t r i a t e  fo rc ib ly . They were esqpeetod to  submit the none# o f  

th e  u n d esirab le  women to  th e  D.C. and the MAAO.^

JVon then  on the  Union cessed to  r e p a t r ia te  women a g a in s t 

t h e i r  w i l l .  They,however, continued th e i r  a n t i -p ro s t i tu t io n  campaign. 

The U nion 's d e f in i t io n  o f  p r o s t i tu t io n  was ve iy  broad. By A p ril 19*9 

th e  committee took the fo llow ing  courses. "A ll tb* women p r o s t i tu te s  

vho a re  in  Nakuru township doing no th ing , have been asked to  be p re ­

pared  to  le a v e  before the 5 th  o f  Hay 19*9. These include unemployed 

young g i r l s  and o ther*  who have been in  the town le s s  than th re e  

y e a rs ."2 But from then on they  had to  r e ly  mainly on the p o lic e  te

-------------------------------------------TC.'PIT -------- -------------------------------------------
M unicipal Government in  Koayy, p « * l.

d. F . , r n i  to  D.C#t 19.1.19*9. Interview s t .M Jfc 'e th e . 

‘"h . m. j . c.D .F . , RVaV to  O .C ., 28 .* . 19*9.
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vhon they subm itted l i s t s  o f  undesirab le  v^nen. 1 They a lso  acted  

through the  KaaO ho co n tro lled  the  is su e  o f  residence p e n d .to . '

They a lso  t r i e d  to  e f f e c t  t h e i r  po licy  regarding p ro s ti tu tio n  through 

the /d e in o ry  C ouacil. In June 19V) they subm itted a aenorandun 

to  th e  Council hich was aimed a t  p rtre n tin g  land lo rds In  the o ld  

A frican  L ocation  from ren tin g  rooms to  p r o s t i tu te s .  Tiny s leo  

c e lle d  f o r  a c tio n  ag a in s t sen who 11  red  o f f  th e i r  p r o f i t s . -'

T his in d ir e c t  way o f  dealin g  v l th  the Kikuyu p r o s t i tu te s  m a i

to hare h a d  an i n i t i a l  success.** Without the au th o rity  to  use

fo rc e , the Union in troduced  in  19*9 « tfrcnr.g to  be svorn in  p u b lic

and aimed e t  enhancing the Union’s p re s tig e  and d i s c e r n i n g  people

from to le r a t in g  p r o s t i tu t io n .^  By October 195°, hovever, the Union

he case  d i s s a t i s f ie d  v lth  the  s i tu a t io n  and denended more a u th o r i ty .

I t  re ru e e te d  th a t no residence  perm it be g r a t e d  to  Kikuyu vonan

w ithout i t s  rccoBBoondcticn. They fu r th e r  requested  th a t V* tio re rrrrrT

g i r e  then  the  au th o rity  " to  s to p  Juven ile  end wonen who a r t  coning

to  tbvn w ithou t reasonable a f f a i r s  in  fu tu re  and re tu rn  to
^  ___

t h e i r  reserve?* o r to  the p la ce  he/she cane f ro n ."  ThJ * ^ppe.r^rt iy 

was no t g ra n te d . In  the beginning o f  195<" in  th e  *ske o f an in ­

c re a se  in  the  number o f  Kikuyu p ro s t i tu te s  in  Nnkuru the  M o n  s e t

1H.M.f>.S.D.F., IYAD to C hief In sp ec to r o f P o lic e , knkuru, 15.5*19^9,
11 .1 .1950 . .

^ U U k J U f l t f e 9 RVAB 7.11.1950.

RVAU to  C hief In sp ec to r of P o lic e , Hskuru, 29 .6 .19*9.

S l.M .ii.£ .D .F .# RVAU to  s s t .  iu p e rin te a d sn t o f  P o lice , Kokuru,
20 .8 .19*9 . .

WffM to  D .C ., ?8 .9 .19*9. The thengo la  e t r a d i t io n a l
Kikuyu o a th . .

^H .K .o .S .D .F ., BVA.U General Meeting, ?6. 10 .1950 .( M inutes)



toup a tub -com nlttee  to  in terv iew  th t  ^omd who had m o s t l y  coma 

to  n .  This tin e  they asked fo r  a municipal a sk a ri to  help them 

rounding up the  woaoa. The HA A© was expected to  eaacal re s id en ce , 

perm its  on th a  Onion's advice . 1 1 s t ,  d esp ite  tb s  Union's a f f o r te ,  

the Kikuyu p r o s t i tu te s  remained a n a jo r problem, because the Union 

a lso  was unab le  to deal w ith th a  ooclo-economic conditions which 

c rea ted  t h i s  t ra d e .

Although the Union was p rim arily  con earned with th e  problem o f  

p r o s t i tu t io n ,  i t  e a t  ou t to  combat o th e r expressions o f  d ev ian t 

behaviour among membere  o f  th e  t r i b e .  They showed a p a r t ic u la r  con­

cern  about Kikuyu Ju v en ile s . In  November 1950 the  Union requested  

th e  Ha AO th a t  Kikuyu men under the age o f twenty should not be p e r ­

m itted  to  d rin k  beer a t  the  ttm ic lp a l African Social Club, because 

i t  was co n tra ry  to  th e  t r i b e 's  cue tom* In L«csnber 1950, fo llow ing

a m eeting in  N airobi o f re p re se n ta tiv e s  of Kikuyu a sso c ia tio n s  

throughout th e  colony, the RVaU passed the follow ing re so lu tio n s  

which In d ic a te d  %o main spheres o f in te re s ts *  "konen should n o t 

d rin k  c a r e le s s ly ,  teenagers should n o t be allow ed to  drink  a t  a l l ;  

should a Kikuyu g i r l  f a l l  in  love w ith a  nan from another t r i b e  the  

m arriage would be according to  the Kikuyu euaton t Kikuyu ru f f ia n s  

and hoo ligans are  coadeened by the Union; Kikuyu drunkards and 

th ie v e s  a r e  condensed; Kikuyu ch ild ren  a re  n o t wanted la  the  town 

e sp e c ia lly  when eqplcyed by Indians in s te ad  o f going to  school; the 

Union does n o t want Kikuyu g i r l s  to  wear sh o r t d re sses; men should

1H .M .b .£ .U .F .f KVAli to  HAAO, 21.2 .195*.

RVAU to MA*©# 1 .1 1 .195&.



net do mourn* a Jobe; wo do not *ant womb to bo brought secre tly  to 

tovn and become p ro stitu tes; shameful things (sexually) sheuld not 

bo done p u b lic ly  by Kikuyu sen or voao&j that the Government bo 

aokod to pose laws regarding African p ro stitu tes s in i ls r  to those 

applied to / sI ab and hnropean p ro s t itu te s ..* " 1

The RYaU thus emerged as the guardian end protector of the 

t r ib e 's  m orality and purity* In th is context the nMfielgn against 

p ro stitu tio n  wee not the re s u lt  o f preosure from the gross-roots, 

but rather the in it ia t iv e  o f  the tr ib a l e l i t e .  In carrying out 

the operation the Union was not assisted  by mib-enoocistiona a t  the 

kinship le v e l  which might v e i l  have been concerned with bridewealth 

and the in terests o f the Immediate k in . la  fa c t  many o f the Kikuyu 

liv in g  in  Itakuru and many o f  the prostitu tes themselves, had come 

to the to*n froa  the a m atte r population in the surrounding d is t r ic t .  

These had not lived  within the traditional so c ia l framework In the 

reserve fo r  a long time. £ven in  dealing with those p ro stitu tes 

orig in atin g  from the reserve, there are indications that their 

motives were not derived from the sphere o f kinship in te re sts . 

f ccording to one source, as many o f the p ro stitu tes from the reserve 

had come from Kismbu D is tr ic t , the Kianbu people vero the le a s t  happy 

about the measures taken again st them/ Zt I s  a lso  s ig n ifica n t that 

the Kikuyu elected as the Union's chairman e k a h i l i  landlord o f 

Kikuyu o rig in , because as such he had access to information about 

p ro stitu tes vho rented rooms In the old * f r i o ®  lo catio n .' Unlik.-

, 8VAU General Meeting, 10 .12 .19 5 0 . (Minutes) 
Interview} J.Wa'roi.

Interviewi fc. M. Kg'ethe.



th e  INfynn.c t i lb t tM B  the Kikuyu w«n fpp-irumtly ubiU v to  ro ly  os 

kinsmen to t r a c e  th e ir  "loose vooob" .

The v h o l t  opera tion  was a  coot re  U sed a f f a i r  d irec ted  by a  

r e la t iv e ly  sm all grotq> of th e  lo c a l Kikuyu e l i t e .  Of th i r ty - f iv e  

recorded Union’s  n e stin g s  between February 19%  and October 19% , 

th ir ty -o n e  e re  conodttee n e s tin g s  with an average p a r t ic ip a t io n  

o f  about f i f t e e n  peop le . The attendance in  th e  four general n e s tin g s  

ranged between l*+5 and 2% . The e le c tio n  n e stin g  held in  Peeenber 

1951 was a tten d ed  by 1^5 peop le .*  This rep resen ted  e very s n a i l  

p ro p o rtio n  o f  a  Kikuyu p o pu la tion  o f over f iv e  thousand. The O nion 's 

le a d e rsh ip  c le a r ly  had no t received  a nendate fron  th e ir  t r ib e .

The p r o f i l e  o f the U nion 's leadersh ip  fu rtkw r bearo th i s  o u t.

As i t  emerged in  19% f i t  wan d is t in c t ly  d i f f e r e n t  fro n  th a t o f  the 

Luo Union o r  th e  A.W.A. which tended tc  be doalnated  by the educated . 

The KV/.U'o le ad e rsh ip  was composed o f ntnUere o f  the educated and 

th e  bu sin ess  e s ta b U sh n sn t. J.F.U.Kaayua, th e  noat educated and 

prom inent Kikuyu in  IM mru, was the Union's v ic e -p re s id e n t. J .

Warui a n u n ic ip a l Welfare O ffice r  and *.M.Hg#e th e , the R eg is tra r  

o f the ftrkuru African Mixed T ribunal, were the  sec re ta ry  and v ic e -  

secretary  reep ecU v e ly . The t re a s u re r  tnd v ic e - tre a s u re r  v e to , 

appropriately, leading  Kikuyu businessmen. The J President van Me c a r  

Kahero, th e  S v ah ili land lo rd  o f  Kikuyu o r ig in . I t  wee s ig n if ic a n t  

fea t a l l  the  coanktee nenbers o rig in a ted  fron  the  re se rv e . The Kikuyu 

lo ca l e l i t e  a t  th a t tin e  was monopolised by th e  reserve  people.

The e x -a ^ u a tte ra  who formed a  la rg e  p ropo rtion  o f  Makuru'e Kikuyu 

p o p u la tio n  had no voice in  the running o f th e  Union. I t  eeene th a t 1

• •

1
*.M .£#L#5wF.t  February. 19% -Octobcr 19% .

'N .M .w .S.D .F ., RVaU General Meeting, ^S .10.1950. (Minutes)



• t  le a s t  Sd n  o f  the leaders derived their aom l positions as *uch 

fro* We*tom as froa trad ition al sources. IW f represented the 

e l i t e  a ^ e c t  o f  a general wave o f tr ib a l "nationalic*" vhich 

6»ept the Kikuyu at that period. Tribal a e ra lity  and purity were 

a ttra c tiv e  go als fo r a l l  the etreane o f Kikuyu ’n ation alisa". l e t ,  

despite the detendxution and occasional a ilitaa p y  vhich th is lead er- 

ship exhibited i t  was an the 'h o le  p o lit ic a l ly  Moderate,

The Kikuyu were re la t iv e ly  free o f  the fiss ip srcu s tendencies 

prevalent aiaong the Nyonra tribesmen. The only three leeaer associations 

vhich developed in  fee early  19 % * were b ased* the three adm inistrative 

d is t r ic t s  o f  Central Province, These were no re than nare «. In ln istretive  

d iv is io n s. The three d is t r ic t s  represented three stages o f Kikuyu 

expansion and settlement, round these sd a in istre tire  and h is to r ic a l 

d iv isio n s there developed three d istin ct Kikuyu su b-id en tities.

Tbs f i r s t  o f these association* was the Ryeri Kikuyu Education 

o c ie ty , formed in  Ju ly  19 % . I t  we* a trench o f a society vhich had 

teen operating in  Ryeri and Nairobi, The in it ia t iv e  came r

H. o f th e .-o c ie ty ,1  The aain  object of the /o cie ty , me indicated 

by i t s  name, va® to wcoumge education la  U rtri D istrict and to col­
lect funds to support students fro* Uperl in th *ir  overecj&u *‘Jic 

stu d ies. I t  had two additional general alnst ”To fo ster unity and 

moral advancement o f the count ml bf by removing social e v ils  and to 
improve and encourage African way o f l i f e  end culture both s o c ia lly  

and econonicslly• •'* In K*kuru the Society apparently a lso  d ea lt with 1

1 a,N,&,&«fiuP,9 Ryeri Jutueation e c ie ty ,  f t i r o b i ,  to L.O,J.Haina and 
.K inyua, Kofcuru, 21,7.19% * 4 . Kinyua to  lab o u r O ffice r, *5 ,7 .19% .

Draft Constitution o f the Ryeri Kikuyu £ducaUon 
o c ie ty , 19%.



the aa jo r prooleoe o f prostitution  and destitution.

Tha riurnnga ^ 7 o rt-H *i^  warahuri . eaocintion woo forced 

in October 195<1« 71m in w a ia tc  reason fo r  i t *  fomotion tea the 

wish to a s s is t  *  Muranga student who we* going overs ea* fo r furth er 

studies* ih ic  association a lso  took a  wider in terest in  i t s

cofeounity'*  w ell-being. fb r  exaaple, i t  tried  to help taranga
k

people in trade. Lastly  the kianbn Kikuyu lo c a tio n  * ocisty  was 

formed in  the odddle o f 19 52, the nane again indicating i t s  aain  

In te re st. I t  was very active u n til the end of 1952#^ on the 

-hole, the general inpression i *  that tha leadership of these d is t r ic t  

association s was dominated by nanbers o f the lo ca l Kikuyu e l i t e .

while in  existence the #V/<U was much no re active , a t le a s t  

a t the leadership le v e l ,  than the Wyanra tr ib a l le v e l association s.

I t s  c o a d tte e  used to m et as many as four tines l a  a aonth. I t s  

peak from th is  point o f view was in  19 5 1. In the eecond ha i o f 1952 

i t  began to  decline, f in a lly  coning to an end with the Kmrgancy. 

one lenders feared that beix« active in a Kikuyu organisation would 

re su lt  in  th e ir  a rre st  or haras men t ty  the security  fo rces. Others 

did not want to bacons collaborators should tha Oo varment decide to
7

oake use o f the Union in i t s  anti-Mnu Man campaign. This was a lso

1 In terv iew ! P . Ndlrangu.

Meaning ' wake up Huranga".

• i l . h . s .b .L . r . ,  J .  baraul to  superin tenden t o f  P o lice , 31.10.1951. 

^In terv iew s J .  * a ru l.

5H .M .£ .L .L .r .t JI.A#b.h*K ., J u m -  cptenber 1952; Kianbn Kikuyu 
L<?ucrtic» Society to  M̂ aO, *.1C.1952| Kianbu Kikuyu Education 
•society to  s a t .  hAAO, 20. 12 . 1952*

S .K .L .g .L .F . ,  N.A.W.h.K., February 1950 -  O ctober 1952. 

''interview : J .  * ru i.



the fa te  o f the D istrict associations. The Kieabu Kikuyu did not, 

i n i t i a l l y ,  intend to d isso lve i t s e l f .  As late  me ftseeaber 195? they 

sought to im age th e ir  reg istratio n . * But with the dainiotration 

seeing Kau Ksu behind every bush, Kikuyu asaoci tione were dooned. .

During the Sotrgency in  195?-60, bo for* o f Kikuyu association , 

besides the lo y a l is t s  organlaettona, were allowed. The Rokuru lo y a l­

i s t s  under the leadership o f the Kikuyu Chief o f  the town beeeae the 

channel o f conBunlcation between the dniniotratio® and the Kikuyu 

residents o f the town, i s  shown below, the lo y a lis t s  tried  to per­

form the functions o f a ve lfa re  association by tackling pome of the
_  %

so cia l probleoe generated by the Inergency.

With the disintegration o f.th e  lo y a lis t  novenent toward the 

close o f the i«ergency, the D.C., viewing the frlcan  population es­

se n tia lly  ns tribesmen, f e l t  that he had lo st  contact with Hrlctim, tf 

Kikuyu: WI  an aware that there i s  a considerable nunber of Kikuyu

probleng^ which re  u ire attention. At the Rctrer* erv 

i s  no Kikuyu . esoclation or advisory body o f  Kilnyu which can mako 

sp e c ific  reconnendations on these n attero .’ The importance c Vk 

t r ib a l asoocintlons in the thinking of the A*r.in ictm tion • 

energeo. The D.C. took the in it ia t iv e  suggesting that u n til a 

Kikuyu t r ib a l  association vaa pernitted, an rd hoc Kikuyu eottrittee 

be allowed to *eet and make recowwodationa regarding p r  blene 

a ffe c tin g  Kikuyu. He suggested o tr lc t  measures to ensure th- t tho 

coonittee was properly supervised and controlled. Thio cocmittee o f

, Kianbu Kikuyu Education o d e t y  to  A set. ?Q0V  .195' .

‘ The poet o f the Kikuyu C hief e a is te d  in Rnkuru in  1955-7.

below _
<‘l0 1 V 2 .C /JW d * p .V 9 3 , » .C . to  C h i.f ,  lltkuru To-*, tf .8 .1 9 5 9 .



Kikuyu elders met at le a s t  once, 1 b  becoobtr 19 59 ,1

2b  Ju ly  I960 a ftokuru branch of the Kikuyu Welfare eoecietlon 

fo re st «nd appllod for re g is tra t io n /  The sin s of the • cociation 

vere quite in  lin e  with those o f  the Hymr* a. ooclatlcms with the 

empha&lo on promoting tr ib a l cur tome and welfare. In fokuni i t  

dealt in cre?sin gly  with the grave social problems among the Kikuyu 

which had accumulated during the years of the emergency,' The 

saociation  wan also concerned about the demoralised eU te of the 

tr ib e  in  the aftarmathef the Hsu hen revolt.**'

The tao c ia tio n 's  leadership vae a mixture. Cn the one hand 

there were representatl vee o f the Kikuyu establishmert. Tvo vere 

involved with Moral Re-mamont and one had been a leading member 

of the lo y a l is t  Torchbcarere oeociation. Cn the other hand tv© 

o f f i c ia l s  were leaders of the m ilitant K Ml Touth *lng.

The bo e lation , ho ever, vae becoming the basUon of the 

p o lit ic a l^  moderate Kikuyu establishment o f N kurtu This eame to 

l ig h t  ' hen i t  becamo involved in the internal struggle within IL MU.

In the 1961 General Election i t  o f f ic ia l ly  supported i t a  moderate

vice-chairman fo r the l^kuru Cpsn r>eat in  opposition to th e o fflc ia l
5

K̂ KU m ilitan t c a n d i d a t e . I n  sp ite  o f  i t a  moderate nature and com­

p o sitio n , the M ociatlon 'e  repeated attempt* to get registered fa ile d . 

The o f f i c ia l  reason fo r the re fu sa l van that *a number o f complicated

iasues have arisen out o f the application fo r  the reg istratio n  of
,6

your so c ie ty ...**

H ou, f r i l l  , r fa l r s  ^ p .-rtM o t K c th ly  K*P»rt, -*c«.b*r 1959.

, Kikuyu » l f « u  ( tw e iu tio B , Hxkuru biu»eh H I * ,  I960.

H/Jcuru Branch H ie s , decretory to Kikuyu Welfare . oaociatien,
1 .2 . 1 9 6 1 .  R .f .  A. Xikuyu Welfare Aooociatifl® l i l t ,  Association to 
K ag lstrar, 8.7*19ol» - -

S .b .A .  Kikuyu Welfare H ie ,  'sn o ciatian  to R egistrar,
al. 12.1960.

J g  gS*_______________________________ gt8t"



the N kuru-based Kikuyu General Union, the successor o f  

the A sso c ia tio n , was f in a l ly  allowed r e g is tr a t io n .  One o f i t s  f i r s t  

im portan t a c t i v i t i e s  was to submit a memorandum to  the Boundaries 

Commission, rep re sen tin g  the views of the.Kikuyu re s id en ts  of the  Dis­

t r i c t  as a whole.^ No attem pts were made, a t  th a t  period , to rev iv#  

the Kikuyu d i s t r i c t  le v e l a sso c ia tio n s .

Kikuyu and Nyanza t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  -  the O rig ins of 

d i f f e r e n t i a l  Responses

I t  i s  both  im portant and in tr ig u in g  to a t t e s t  to account fo r  

the widely d if f e r e n t  response o f Nyanza and Kikuyu tribesmen to  an „ 

id e n t ic a l  urban s i tu a t io n . Some an th ro p o lo g is ts  dealing with Kampala, 

where the Nyanza tribesm en were also  found, and with urban c e n tre s  in  

o th e r p a r t s  o f A frica , have emphasised the d is t in c t in  between c e n tr a l ­

is e d  and u n c en tra lise d  txibes as the main d i f f e r e n t ia l  explaini ng
2

tribesm en’s  so c ia l o rgan ization  in  the town. While n e ith e r  the 

Kikuyu nor the  Nyanza t r ib e s  are c e n tra lise d  th e re  are im portant 

v a r ia t io n s  between them which ought to  be considered.

In p re -c o lo n ia l  tim es, the Luo were d iv ided  in to  twelve o r 

th i r te e n  t r i b e s  o r su b - tr ib e s , which were composed of groupings of 

p a t r i l i n e a l  c lans o r la rg e  lin eag es  which were, in  tu rn , sub-d iv ided  

in to  sm alle r p a tr i l in e a g e s .  At the same tim e th e re  was a la rg e  meas­

ure  o f overlapping between t e r r i t o r i a l  and lin eag e  groupings, There 

a lso  seems to  have developed w ithin the  s u b - tr ib e  a h ie rarchy  o f 

ru le r s  w ith the Ruoth (c h ie f)  a t  the head. The Luo did no t, however, 1

1Interview ? S. Mbote; E.K.Ndune.

P ark in , Urban A ssociations as I n s t i tu t io n  o f  d o t a t i o n , pp . 90-4?
A.S o u th a ll, "Determ inants of the S ocia l S tru c tu re  o f A frican Urban 
population"^Ln D.Forde CedU-ocial Im p l ic a t ip n ^ f  U rbanization and 
i^ktrialination in Africa south o f the A .h y fl. UttErt). I P S .
PP- 557-8-
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hart a  s o c io - p o l i t ic a l  structure corresponding: to the tribe *p a  

''hole.1 The p o d  t ie s  onong the Jbeluhjre waa broadly e ia ila r.2

on the other head, possessed two categories of socio­

p o litic a l relationships snd structures. The one was hastrt on deaceit 

ronglBc ve rtica lly  from the clan d o t o  the Hhajri ( sept.)• la t M i  

hierarchy of segnents, the institution of chiefs wee unknown. The 

o th e r  category  functioned horizontally through the age and feneration 

seta which cut across the different segnents o f  the Kikuyu society. 

While the exset relationship between the two categories hae not yet 

been conclusively established, i t  m u d  that the horizontal age-sets 

nnd generatlon-eets brought about the Boat effective tribal cohesion.

The inposition of colonial administration effected the Hyanxs 

t r ib e s  and the Kikuyu differently. In Luo and baluhya areas, th e  

c o lo n ia l administrative unite largely coincided with tribal divisions, 

end th e  in troduction  of chiefs was b y  no means e novelty. The n e t 

r e s u l t  was that the traditions! social structure was In fa c t enhanced 

th e  advent of colonial ru le . The migrant urban Jaluo or Vuluhgra 

had sn in t e r e s t  in his hone area both ae a viable social frane o f 

re fe ren ce  and as ea adniniotretive unit in  which he had a sfcke.

These p u t together generated a real incentive to the Hyanca tribesaen 

to organize thescelvee in the town on tbs reserve no<tal.

In Klkuyuland, on the other hand, the colonial adniniatretion 

pu t an end to the role of the generation-sets, nnd the newly imposed

^B .'-.Cgot, " B r it is h  <teinie t  ra tio n  to  C «ntr«l Wynne* U e t r i c t  o f
K*njr«, 1900-60” , Journal o f f r l c m  H lo tocr. IV, 2, 196J, p ..’y .

2 .J.Oeogo,

Middle ton. and O.Kershaw, ^

London n41lll,ni _****

S.-v.Qgot, "British  .cartni strati o n ..." , pp . Lonsdale,
"European attitudes and A frican Pressure*! Missions and Governsent 
in  Kenya between the w«rsMt Kscg. v o l. 10 (3968-9), p .1^8.



c h ie fs  ' e re  com pletely fo re ig n , c s  r e s u l t ,  the e ffe c tiv e  so c ia l 

in s t i tu t io n s  vere  ©rkeneu o r destroyed, and the  ad m in is tra tiv e  

u n its  rem ained r. a l ie n  and i l le g i t im a te . 1 Indeed, a t  the h e ig h t 

o f th e  emergency the suggestion  was put to  s  1 arliam entory Comoiarian

th a t  one wey o f  combatting Msu Kau would be to  ca rry  out the  ceremomy
2

o f t r a n s f e r  o f  p o v tr  from one gen era tio n -ca t to  another.

In  a d d itio n , th e re  vere im portant socio-economic developments 

in  th e  re s p e c tiv e  reserves which in te n s if ie d  tendencies re s u lt in g  

from the  in te r a c t io n  o f indigenous s o c io -p o li t ic a l  I n s t i tu t io n s  and 

c o lo n ia l a d m in is tra tio n , and which a ffec ted  trib esm en 's  so c ia l o rg an i­

z a tio n  in  th e  town. ' In Klkuyulond the p ressu re  an land during the 

c o lo n ia l p e r io d  re su lte d  in  a  la rg e  number of people having few o r  

no economic in te r e s t s  in  the  ru ra l  re se rv e . In  Hnkuru which absorbed 

nary ex -e  u a t te r s  the p ropo rtion  o f these must have been very high* 

Because th e  socio-economic u n it  in  the re se rv e  o ffe re d , in  many 

c a se s , n e i th e r  subsistence  nor s e c u r ity , one can hardly expect 1c 

find  a burning d e s ire  among the urban Kikuyu to  build  a network o f 

t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s  modelled on the re se rv e .

fo r  meet o f the ibeluhya *nd Luo tribesm en in  the town, on the  

o th e r  hand, th e  ru ra l  reserve  never ceased to  be an in te g ra l  p a r t  o f 

t h e i r  econonle e x is ten c e . The land a t  hone o ffe red  thc« a t  lo ao t 

some Income and security*  This re in fo rced  t h e i r  tendency to f .:rr 

t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s  and to  model them on th e  socio-economic and p o l i ­

t i c a l  d iv is io n s  in  th e i r  re se rv e .

LJ.L o n sd a le , .urooeen t t i t i l d e s . . . .  p . lM .

‘ C.J.M* I p o r t ,  "Konya's mower to the M«u Fau ch a llenge", 
f f a i r s .  LXII, no. 212 (Ju ly  V & *)% pp. ^ * - 5 .

5i ’o r  a  more d e ta i le d  a n a ly s is  of the e f f e c t s  o f  the socio-economic 
development in  the t r i b a l  reserves on the urban tribesm en, see  below.



In  a d d itio n , the p a r t ic u la r  re la tio n sh ip  of the Kikuyu with 

the  c o lo n ia l  government esphasloed issu es  lik e  land, education and 

t r i b a l  custom s, which applied  to  the  tr ib e  as a  whole and encouraged 

a sense o f  t r i b a l  un ity  in h ib it in g  sore lo c a lise d  a f f i l i a t io n s .  I t  

a lso  developed a ta s te  fo r  p o l i t i c a l  ra th e r  than so c ia l o rg an iza tio n s . 

In  Nakuru th e re  ex is ted  as from the early  1930s the Kikuyu C entral 

a s s o c ia tio n , a  t r ib a l  p o l i t i c a l  o rgan iza tion . 1 The Nyunra tr ib e  amen 

in  th e  to  n s  in  p a r t ic u la r  shoved u n ti l  very la te  a p reference fo r  

s o c ia l  o rg a n iz a tio n s .

£L¥.r. ? rth rg  s e o ^ t j o ^

B esides th e  th ree  major tr ib e e , o th e r Kenya groups developed 

t r i b a l  a s s o c ia tio n s  a s  ■• e l l .  The fourth  la rg e s t  t r i b a l  group in  N -kuru 

was th e  N ilo-H aadtic  c lu s te r  from the R if t  V alley Province. They were 

d iv ided  in to  a  number of d if f e r e n t  tr ib e e  which had n e ith e r  c e n tra lis e d  

a u th o r i ty  n o r a  canoe of t r i b a l  id e n t i ty  p r io r  to the advent of th e

B r i t i s h .  In  1962 th i s  su p e r-tz lb e , which by then van c a lle d  K a len jin ,
_____  2

was rep re sen ted  in  Nnkuru by members o f seven s u b - tr ib a l groups.

The same m otives and ex te rn a l s tim u li which fo s te r  th' growth c f  i.bi*- 

lu h y a  id e n t i ty  and s o l id a r i ty  were opera tive  fo r  the H ilo-Ii^m itic 

group as  v e i l .  In 19**8 one o f  the t r i b a l  committees ec tm x ich o d , 

through th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f th e  - dviaory C ouncil, to  deal with p r o c t i -  

tu t io n , was th a t  o f tbo H ilo-fc a i t i c  g ro u p .' Thle nay bar* be«i tha 

beginning o f  tho t r i b U  a sso c ia tio n  sabraclng  t h i .  group of .u b - t r ib o . .  

By 1950 i t s  name was the Hand! and K ipsig ie  A ssociation a f te r  the t  0

^ ee below. . - -

^Kenya Population  Censua 1962, Tables, Voi. U ,  p .l* 7 l they were* 
Nandi, K lp s lg is , hlgeyo, H s rk v e t , Pokot, -a b e o t and Tugen.

NkaO to Superin tendent o f P o lic e , R .V .P ., 18. 1 1 . 19^8.



no

b ig g es t G u b -tr ib a l groups in  llakuru and in  1951 i t  *aa turned in to  a  

Union. 1  In  195* there  waa fo r  Nakuru the  f i r s t  aention of tho 

none K alen jin  which vaa to be com  the c o lle c tiv e  m ao fo r th is  

s u p e r - t r ib e . The in tro d u c tio n  o f  a  c o lle c tiv e  name la  again rem ini sc e a t 

o f the  naee development anong the Jhaluhya. Late in  1959 o r e a r ly  l a  

I 960 the K a len jin  Union (L .A .) N kuru Branch rep laced  the Hand! and 

K ipslg io  Union, underlin ing  the growing,aenoe o f t r i b a l  id e n ti ty  aaong 

the group. ̂  ;} I t  i s  in te re s t in g  to no te , however, th a t  in  the 196.
■9

Population -enaus only ten o f  a  to ta l  o f  1,155  tribewaan declared  theai- 

se lv e e  o* K a lea jin , the  re s t  p re fe rr in g  th e i r  t r a d i t to a a l  t r i b a l  n aaae .

In 196^ the K alen jin  Union c la iae d  only twenty f iv e  aenbera,5

The Kaaba followed the K alenjin ea  the f i f t h  la rg e s t  t r ib e  in  

Nakuru. In 1950 th e re  waa a Wekaaba Club fo r  dancing, and in 1951 

there was f i r a t  mention o f the  «kaal>a Friendly  oe ie ty  which by 19> 

changed i t a  n*ma to the R if t  Valley knnba cnit<vd *.>oociation. -.Id.- 

Association apparen tly  did n o t la e t  long . In 1957 the Knabo again 

formed the Nakuru Jkoaba F riend ly  o c ie ty . ' C*ioe again i t  aeenc th-*t 

the revived -o c ie ty  owed i t a  ex istence  la rg e ly  to  the Aunir. . c ‘f

^ .H .h .e .D .F , ,  Nakuru A frican Welfare /anunl Report 1950| 
June 1951. .

‘ H .H .ii.s .D .F ., Nandi and Kipcdgis Union to  s a t .  HAAO, 13 .2 .195?.

^KMA/D.d/Wkn/dn».2A6?, K alen jin  Union, N airobi to  K *0 Hrlnmi
30,10.1959| R.o. a. , H ie  T670, K alenjin  Union to  r e g i s t r a r ,  1...3960,

^Kenye Population  -ensue 196?, Tobies, Vol. I I ,  p .1^7 .

H ie.?.670*

N. H.W.K.R., Ju ly  195Cf February 1951; V alley
kaoba United esociatlon to Asst. MaaO, ^ .7 . 1 9 5 ? .

f i l e  1856, General N esting, 5 .10 ,1957. (Minutes)



i l l

p o licy  o f communicating with African* through t r i b a l  association* .

T«* o f  the reasons given by the  founder to  show the need fo r  an 

a sso c ia tio n  were th a t o f f i c i a l  correspondence to  a "eakanba Leather* 

had no p ro p e r address which re su lte d  in  tinea t i  o f ac to r?  deal in? w ith 

the A dm in istra tion  and th a t “a l l  t r ib a l  re s id en ts  o f Wokuru ware 

aakad to  nom inate one member to  a a a is t  the  Chief o f  the Town", t uch 

a  person  had, in  f a c t ,  been a lready  nominated, but the newly formed 

s o c ie ty  was auk ad to  approve hinu tne ob jec t o f  the ■oc ie ty  van 

" to  g ive  hand to  the Mcambe JLder e lec tee  to  th e  C h ie f 's  C o u n c il" .'

In I960  the  .o c ie ty  changed t s  muae to  Mr<kuru kanbe i o c ie ty . The 

>o c ie ty  s te a d i ly  increased  i t s  oca be rah ip from eighteen in  195& to  

e ig h ty  in  196a /  In 1962 i t  bec«m» a branch o f  the colony-wide 

Mew flksmhi Union which hid been l a  ex istence  s in ce  1961.  S6 MMI in  

the c ru c ia l  y ea rs  before Independence th a t t r i b a l  un ity  and t r i b a l  

"n a tio n a lism " were a t  th e i r  peak. This found expression  In  an ad d re ss  

to  th e  N&kuru branch by a n a tio n a l leaders "He pointed o u t th a t i f  

a l l  the 4kaabs w ith in  Nakuru would u n ite  th g f would c re a te  a g ro a t 

n a t io n .••  b u t i f  th e re  was d isu n ity  i t  would mean g ree t lo ss  to  the  

kamba as  a  w hole".'

ri‘he i bogusii o f Nakuru o rig in a ted  from th e  Bantu c lu s te r  in

the  k i s i i  H ighlands in  ou th  tysnza . In  1950 th e re  was the K is i i
the .

'South Club and by ugust 1951/^ i fiH  Stolon . Qjo two o rg an isa tio n *  

were c lo se ly  lin k ed , though there  won apparen tly  a c e r ta in  amount o f 

ten sio n  between them. An im portant teak fo r both was to  support the * l * 3

( M inutes;
l i m i  1856, General Meeting, 5.10.1995F5 C o n stitu tio n , 1957.

m *  1856, 1958- 60.

3b . 6. * . ,  m *  1856, 19& . .

S l . H . i , *.  June 1950( u juct, . sptM bcr 1951.



X id i  fo o tb a ll  tons c o s t i n g  l a  the lo c a l le ag u e .x Between 1955

And 19577 the Union ceased to e x i s t .  / few o f f ic e r s  resigned sad no

Beetingft'.cre h e ld  f e r  tvo years* la  1957 the Union was rewired m d

in  I960 i t  became a breach o f  the Abngusll Union (E. . ) .  The

m entorship o f  th e  Union fro® 1997 to 1963, except fo r  1997 when i t

reached s ix ty - tw o , van between t  enty and tw e n ty -fire .

The Tsbo t r ib e  formed a lttlo-H am itic e le c to r  in  the , balu tya

reserv e  on th e  Kenyu-Uganda b o rd e r. By 195*' th e  Teoo tribeoaen  in

Ifolcuru had er te red  a fo o tb a ll  tea*  to the lo c a l league,^ and th e re

rsuct have boon cone s o r t  o f a  t r ib a l  o rg an !ra tio n  to  support i t*  l a

1997 the N ku ru  Thao asked the  D .C .'s  p e ra ica icn  to  •‘ren t*" th e i r

Teao Union* In  i t s  a la s  the  Union was very s im ila r  to  the  tyanza 
5

aasoei& tiona*

O ther t r i b a l ly  o r  t e r r i t o r i a l l y  based vo lun tary  a sso c ia tio n s  

a lso  developed, c a te rin g  fo r  non-Konya t f r ic a n c . In 19̂ ** then- • -  

a Baganda Ifgabo /Association o f the Bagaada fro® Uganda* B a  ^ a a o c ia tie n  

had twenty members paying non th ly  fe e s , and d e a lt  with cueetiono re ­

la t in g  to  th e  w elfare o f N 'icuni'fl Bsganda. I t  oleo s e t t le s  minor 

d isp u te s  between i t s  nsabers* wo know of i t s  ex istence  dde;,to 1 

attem pt to  e f f e c t  th e  r e p a tr ia t io n  o f th ir te e n  0«nda women, m arried 

and unm arried, who were a lleg ed  to have been p r o e t i tu te s .  The . aoocia tion  1 * * * 5

1lt*H.t‘.U*i>*r., K ic ii Union to  tUAO, 8.8.195C#

^R *i*-. P i le  693, K is ii Union to  R e g is tra r , 21*3.19971 * tA*6*t %%-12*1960,
p .6. ,

P l l r  693, 1997-65. I» 1961 there U ved 3 d  *beguaii in
Nakuru*

V.K.S*C*D*f*, Horning League T ab le ,193^.

5K» /i>,C/M ku/iiep.P/l67, V. Oirya to  P.C*, K«y 1997. In 196? th e re  
• e re  £*0C Teso in  N kuru*



In

r * n ested  tbo  £ t C« to n p & tr i tU  those a d  i l l  irnanpl iger U:;nc* i n—1 . 

vksBdo t r a d i t io n a l  society  did .n o t hero tbo saw  a t t i tu d e s  to erde 

tha moralo o f  th a i r  '-owanfolk, and unaarried  g ir l*  In  p a r t ic u la r ,  an 

tbe Luo and the <-baluhya* Ind iv idual land ownership and d i f f e r e n t  

b ridew ealth  customs, node the daacant groups much lao a  in te ra a ta d  in  

the M arriage o f  th a i r  g i r l s *1 Bagenda, however, hod a strong aanae 

o f t r i b a l  o r  n a tio n a l id e n t i ty ,  re su ltin g  la rg e ly  from the p o s itio n  

o f th e  Kahaka and the c e n tra lia e d  government which he headed* L iv ing  

as  a  s n a il  m ino rity  in  a  fo re ig n  towuu nuet have node then wore aw ire 

o f th e i r  t r i b a l  id e n ti ty  and more se n s itiv e  to  th e i r  t r i b a l  pride* 

Indeed, the  f i r s t  and probably the noet im portan t reason fo r  aching 

fo r  th e  r e p a tr ia t io n  o f the Goads p ro s titu te #  was th a t "they a re  

undertak ing  tbe  ahaneful ta sk  In  the face  of p u b lic , bringing d is ­

g race  to  o u r country*'.' The a s s o c ia tio n 's  s t te n p t  aeons to  hove 

f a i l e d ,  m ainly due to  the uncooperative a t t i tu d e  o f  the Uganda 

a u th o r it ie s *  There was no fu r th e r  sent!on  of the  eao d a tio a*  l a  

195C-i2 when more inform ation  about t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n  beconea a v a i l ­

ab le  i t  does n o t appear in  th e  records* This, however, i s  no p roo f 

o f i t s  d it a ppearance since a  o n a ll s e e s c ie tio n  could av  (it th— att._i.Lion 

o f the a u th o r itie s*  J n . l96l  th e re  l a  one mention o f a  Ugaada A frican  

onion m eeting i n  Nokuni, fo r  which no fu r th e r  d e ta i ls  e re  a v a ilab le * ' 

P a rk in  found no t r i b a l  asso c ia tio n *  e f  c e n tra lis e d  tr ib e *  in  

JU(^>ala. >'or the be found no evidence th a t  thoy bad ev er

e s ta b lish e d  tuch a sso c ia tio n s  l a  e i th e r  Kisuau o r  H ilro h i, where they 

liv e d  a s  a in o r l t ie s  f a r  fro a  th e i r  hose* His ex p laaa ti fo r

^ ..P a rk in , Neighbours. p*9̂ *

^KK.i/L*C/liof/cJep.2/ 7^ , Begoads Kgabo < so o c ia tio n  halcuru to L.C. 
i;f*9*19M»l L.C. to  The R esident o f Bugande, iC mpala, 7.1Q.19**.

^KMAf Nakuru Municipal -o c ta l  se rv ic e s  ^apartm ent Monthly Report, 
. eptembor 1961*



the  d if fe re n c e  o f  th e i r  response fro*  th a t of u egnea U iy  t r ib e e  i e  

th a t  'M ig ran ts  from con t r o l l  eed tr ib e s  e re  e l ready f M i l l e r  with 

bo th  p o l i t i c a l  and economic s p e c ia liz e tin a  and re la t iv e ly  narked 

oocio-econocdLc s ta tu e  eystene. They continue to  accept and c*r*7 

o v er in to  th e  urban s i tu a t io n  th e i r  p o s itio n s  i n  an e s tab lish ed  

r u r a l  h ie ra rc h y . They h e r s . l i t t l e  need to  reo rgan ize  sa urban f r anc 

1 ork and do n o t, th e re fo re , e s ta b lis h  t r ib a l  assoc lo tio n  e . It s  M ans 

o f s u tu a l  a id  continue to  be re fe rre d  to  in fe rn a l networks o f k in  

and o th e rs .* ' n th ro p o lo g ie tc  studying best - f r ic a n  towns cane 

to  s i s d l a r  cunclucions . 1 b h ile  i t  in  n o t suggested th a t the evidence 

f o r  th e  ex is ten ce  o f a Bagonda a sso c ia tio n  can on i t s  own a l t e r  the  

conclu sio n s  o f  e x h au s tiv e .s tu d io s , Nrkuru i s  a t  le a s t  an in te r e s t*  

ing  ex cep tio n . In Nakuru, th e  fa c t  th a t  tha Bagaada Ngabo .a so c la tio n  

d e a l t  w ith  d o l l a r  problcna to  those o f the Nygmrm t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s

i e  s ig n i f ic a n t .  I t  nay p o in t out th a t the need  fo r  au tu a l h e lp ,
strange

i n t i  aa cy and a  senna o f id e n t i ty  in  & /  environment c m  be bom u n i­

v e r s a l .

The need fo r  a  fonaal oyaten o f  w elfare and so c ia l In te ra c t io n  

drove > f  r i c tu s  in  Nakuru to  organize them so lver in  te n r i t c r i  

a s s o c ia tio n s  laving no t r i b a l  connoti dcnocsinr t o r , aa in  the co^o 

o f  Tanganyika A fricans. Being •  anal 1 m inority  in  a  fo re ign  country , 

they found th e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r ig in  a  u sefu l b a s is  fo r  e s ta b lish in g  

an a s so c ia tio n  on th e  pans l in e s  o f .a  t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n , to  in  the 

case  o f  th e  Kikuyu and the K alen jin , the fo x w tio n  of the I n c ■ nyika 

Union was p re c ip i ta te d  by th e  dvieory o u n c i l 's  i n i t i a t i v e  in  1 9 ^ ,  

regard ing  the  tu e c tio n  o f  p r o s t i tu t io n .  -*oofi a f t e r  t h i s ,  in  Ffibiuniy

V ru iM L a , Voluntary - t o d a t lo t i t .  pp . 92 -4 .



19^9, the union objected  to  issu in g  residence perm it* to  f l f tH O  

p r o s t i tu te e  fro® T nganyika* " I t  i s  i » t  our a la  to  help the «omen 

who d e se rte d  from V nganyiku and cjmw to HaJcuru to  do th e i r  nhnns- 

fu l  businecs*"^ I t  nay hare  oosn on expression o f n a tio n a l p rid e  

and s o l id a r i ty  developing in  a m inority comnujiity in  s e l f - in f l i c t e d  

ex ile*  In 1997 the T* ngacylka African Brotherhood, presumably the 

U nion 's su ccesso r, vac formed and ex isted  s t  l e a s t  u n t i l  Independence. 

I ts f iin c  o re  mainly re la te d  to  the w elfare o f  i t s  members. I t a  

f i r c t  aim a s  " to  c re a te  and streng then  unity  md help each o th e r  

to unavoidable d i f f i c u l t i e s  between a l l  A frican mooters froa  T. n -  

gany ika ." 2

In  19^1 there  i s  evidence fo r &n b ast . fr lc a n  E thiopian /.ococi* t io n . 

The .d tein i s t r a t i  on vas unhappy *>ith the  A ssociation because i t s  c h a i r ­

man d e a lt  v i th  p e tty  d isp u te s  -dthout a u th o r ity . He a lso  perw *ded  

E th iop ian  tr ib e a te n  l ik e  the Boron, sons o f whom * e re , in  f a c t ,  Kenyan 

r e s id e n ts ,  to  demand non-Ketive s ta tu s  and to  re fu se  to  r e g is te r  a s  

n a t iv e s . 5 This was rem in iscen t o f the  o n a li campaign fo r  1 o ian  

s t a tu s .  By 1 9 ^  Nvkuru'e E thiopian community appealed to  the C hief 

S ec re ta ry  o f  the  colony regard ing  th e i r  s ta tn s i  "be r e  uect the  

Covernnent th a t  we be tre e  ted  aa on a t  l e a s t  the  e ia t ic  s e a ls ,  being 

n e i th e r  Europeans nor Arabs o r  N atives."  T h e ir req u est was barsc  on 

a  claim  to  su p erio r eocio-ec«Pocde p o s itio n  in  r e la t io n  to Kenya 

/ f r ic a n *.*1 In  the ea rly  1950s the udanese re s id e n ts  o f  Kakuru had

Tong .w ika  Onion to K1A0, 7 .7 .1 9 ^9 .

2b.^ .a. ,  m *  1586, 1957-6%
1931, p .27* . N.A.K.H.8. ,  December 1951.

^WlV^.C/IOcu/dep.^/iJOO, Members o f  the  Abyoainian community,
Nakuru, to  Chief A ecretn iy , 2 7 .3 .1 9 ^ .



cn a s s o c ia t io n  vhich v u  p rim arily  a c tiv e  aa a  dancing club*'

Iro n  u&* xuiL. th e re  »m  aleo the i dbola A ssociation ca te rin g  fo r th e  

N ilo tic  i'adbola  people*r

in  195^  the coloured w elfare so c ie ty  vsa fonaed in  K*dcuru.

The (Coloured comprised those bom  to  r a c ia l ly  nixed parents* T h is  

in e x c lu s iv e  g a th e rin g  had i t s  o* n ©xclurivcnems. I t s  aim wasi 

HTo u n ite  a l l  the B erbers o f  the coloured coosunlty  in  Kenya, one 

o f th e  p a ro n ta  i a  an o rig in a te d  o r descanted »fr ic a n  o f Jvost f r i c a  

and th e  eeccod being o r ig in a te d  fron  Uiropean o r s ia .f tM ip s  -  in ­

c ludes Atot&c* t f L & ' i  I t s  o th e r  a im  followed c lo ee ly  «  th e  t r i b a l  

a sso c ia tio n s*  exaople: a so is tan ce  in  fu n e ra l, education and p ro -

n o tion  o f  s o c ia l  a c t iv i t ie s *

The t r i b a l  associations with th e i r  nodeet beginnings ir- L‘*° 

second decade o f  the  century* hod an tap  reso lv e  ca ree r. They egaa

a s  a  response  o f n ig ren t*  froo Hyanaa to  th e i r  ns*, u rian  •.,! r .  n<«

and developed in to  a  aystem p o te n tia l ly  eobracing s i— * the e n t i r e  

A frican  popu la tion  o f  Nakuru. Cue o f the noat in p o rtan t aqpecta o f 

th e  deeelopnent o f  t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s  was th e i r  djmsadsn. beer 'll*  

th e i r  veaknesaes and up» and downs they c o n sta n tly  gained nonentu* 

itp ro v in g  th e i r  perfom on e and ad ju stin g  thanselueo to  the ra p id ly  

changing c ircu n stan cee . H elthar the in te n s iv e  so c ia l change to  which

1K .M .b .b .b .y ., H.I.W .K.H., .Jecenber 1951, Juguat 19S-.

‘ m a  1589. .

J K .* .A ., m a  i l & 8, 1958 .



m

»rb«n A fricans vara su b jec t, no r the  p o l i t i c a l  deealo joen ta  which 

engulfed then ,b locked  th e ir  p ro g ress . T ribal a sso c ia tio n s  toons* 

a pereanen t fo a tu ra  o f , f r ic a n  U f a  U  tha town, bacauaa they r a -  

eponded to  conulne needs. They ware, howewer. only <a»a fa c e t o f  a  

spec tru*  o f  f r ic a n  urban responses. Thar* warn aspects o f uri-an 

l i f e  w ith which t r ib a l  a sso c ia tio n s  ware aoet q u a lified  and equipped 

to  d a a l. There were e th e r  im portant aspect#  generated by the in p a c t 

o f urban c o n d itio n s  ond tha econosic and p o l i t i c a l  m a i l  t i e s  >: i  '■
, .d  fo r  action/M rgani n a tio n  baaad on d if fe re n t and broader urbM  

c a te g o r ie s , n a ttem pt w il l  ba aade in  the follow!#* ehap tars tc <o- 

w ith  th ese  asp ec ts  and the o rg an isa tio n a l response which they s tim u la te d .



in

banter Two

M g B L  Al’ftffiffi* | u m n  | r o i

i^gmUon to :-■■>,<»—at in >fkuru

up-country tribesmen came to Kakuru and other towns to partic lpa to  

in  the no darn economy. The urban aituation was of groat inportance 

to them* sinca i t  datarniaad both tb a ir  living conditions during 

th e ir  stay in  town and tb a ir  share in  the town's prosperity. I t  ia  not 

therefore surprising that the behaviour and pat ta n a  of organisation of 

Africans i a  kakuru cant to tx* largely dominated by the urban environment.

Up-country trloesaen responded hesitantly  to the economic oppor­

tu n itie s  offered by the towns. The transition iron w a ll-s c a le t face- 

to-face so c ie tie s  regulating a l l  aspects of th e ir  lives to the im­

personal * insecure urban l i f e  was not easy, la  terns o f social p refer­

ence many* i f  not most* o f the up-country Africans who cane to Kakuxu 

remained tribesman fo r n long time, ia  such they came to town. to  begin 

with* prim arily  an migrant wage earners.

while the sources do not allow s  comprehensive tracing of the 

pa ttern s o f African aig ra tion  to Kakuru and African employ sent in the 

town* recording the major trends ia  clearly  necessary. African migration 

from reserves to towns was regulated 'ey two main factors, f i r s t ly  there 

was the natural wish to share the widely reputed benefits of the towns' 

economy* Motives hare ranged from the need to pay taxes and to purchase 

basic too ls  and goods on the one hand* to the determination of ind i­

viduals to secure regular cash incomes as supplements to* or substitu te  

for* ru ra l subsistence* on the other. The balance betweenpopulatins 

and the carrying capacity of the land was an inportant determinant of 

•'frlcan migration from the reserves. There was* however* also a posi­

tive  urge among educated and uneducatod tribesmen to migrate to towns 

to improve th e ir standards of liv ing .



.econdiy* since  00 many -.frlcans c im  to  to m  as u n t r t i  

tha  demand fo r  th a i r  labour was alao  a  s ig n if ic a n t reg u la to r o f  

« ig n a tio n . rha po licy  of Government and the lo c a l a u th o rity  was to  

p a r a i t  ra a id sac#  only to  A fricans having leg itim a te  sources o f ln co ae .

Ths c o n tro l o f  Parsons By-laws to  reg u la te  the  . fr lcan  popu la tion  were 

f i r s t  passed  by tb s  Nakuru Municipal Board (JOS) in  1931. .Paragraph 

3 o f  the By-law s t ip u la te d  th a t :  'Ho n a tiv e  s h a ll  Tessin w ith in  the 

M u n ic ip a lity  o f  Nakuru fo r  a  longer period  than th ir ty  s ix  hours (ex­

c lu d in g  f ro a  th i s  p o lled  Sundays and Public ho lidays) w ithout e ^ l o y -  

a a n t w ith in  the M unicipality  (th e  onus o f p roo f l a  on such n a tiv e )  un­

l e s s  he s h a l l  have obtained f ro s  the Town C lerk a  res id en t *s o r  

V is ito r* #  perm it a s  h e re in a f te r  provided fo r  n o r sh a ll  such n a tiv e  

re s a in  w ith in  the M unicipality  w ithout esqployaent a f te r  the ex p iry  of 

th e  p e n a l t ."  In I9**7 the Municipal ■orks : uperln  tender* t  who waa in  

charge o f  "A frican A ffa ire '4 in  Nakuru emphasised th a t l a  fa c t  eaqployed 

A frican s  d id  not have to  poaaeso r e a l  dan to ' perm its. * Repeated a t  tempt® 

w en B&de during the  193Ca to c le a r  the to m  o f ' l o a f e r s '.^  « lth  the 

in c re a se  in  the mincer o f self-eqp ioyed  and unemployed f r lc a n s  during 

tb s  l lK m  th i s  becaas d i f f i c u l t .  3* 1930 the  con tro l o f Psraona By­

laws had bscost inoperab le  sad the Municipal Board urged the  oam ieeioner 

fo r  lo c a l  Government to ag a in  ensure th a t th ese  By-laws were -n forced .

Xht liMB was a la rse d  ty  th e  in c rease  in  the number o f 'undeairab la*

A fricans and in  th e  a e e n tisa  the P o lice  were a rre s t in g  such > f r lc a n s
4

s a in ly  f o r  s tay in g  on prem ises w ithout perm ission .

"Kenya i T l i c l n m r  fo r lo ca l Govanuosnt» ■ a nd and G e ttle se n t 
ppual R*P2&.' W l i  P .1 9 .

S .H .S .C .B .f . t  borks tu p e rin ten d en t to  Police* 31*10.19^7.

p . l5 l  15 .3 .19*8. p .3 0 .

*BAS. 2 .9 .1950 . P . l .



-tiring  1952- 60, the emergency / M f i i  the task o f c o n tro l l i i*

M*kxiru A frican*  waa e a s ie r  w ith th* f a c i a l  powers and the m o  a t  

th# d isp o sa l o f  tha sec u rity  fo rce s . In tha ea rly  I960*, with th a  ^mar- 

£ancy r a a t r ic t io n a  on tha Kikuyu removed, Nakuru and o th ar towns in  tha 

R if t  V alley Provinca (BVP), wars floodad oy Kikuyu froa tha re a e rv e . The 

ayatan  o f c o n tro l and reg u la tio n  o f tha A frican population  co ap la ta ly  

001 lap sed  * and tha au^ n r  o f  A fricans w ithout v is ib le  naans o f support 

In c reased  co n sid e rab ly .""

In 1 9 ^  A fricans employed in  Nakuru formed ju s t  under So°/o o f 

th a  t o t a l  A frican  population  o f tha town." In  1962 ju s t  over y ? / o t  

Nakuru•* f r ic a n s  wars employed. In  fa o t ,  in  1962 tha re  ware only  one- 

hundred and th i r ty - s ix  so re  A fricans i s  employment than i s  19*+&« The 

demand fo r  A frican  labour in  Nakuru was f a r  fro a  s ta b le , curing tha  1930s 

whan tha  tow n 'a  ecoaoay was s tag n an t, a  a l ig h t  decrease in  tha  A frican 

p o p u la tio n  re f le c te d  tha reduced demand fo r  labour.^  ~uring th a  19^bu, 

and a f t e r  th a  war in  p a r t ic u la r ,  with tha rap id  expansion o f N akuru'a 

econoay, th e re  was a  sharp in c rease  in  tha demand fo r labou r, -u rin g  

th a  1950a tha  number of employod A fricans rose to  a peak o f 16 ,?CC 

in  1956,  ouuaaquantly to  f a l l  a ta s d i ly ,  reaching  s  n a d ir  o f 9*9<^ in  

196l . ^  T h is dacrasso r e f  la c  tad tha showing down of oconosic 

r e s u l t in g  from p o l i t i c a l  u n ce rta in ty  and a  growing sense of in s e c u r ity  

amongat e x p a tr ia te * .

_____________ a ____________________

*KILrv/ J .v /  Nku/dep.2/15** • Nakuru b i e t r i c t  Homthlv Report (NL>KB), Ju ly
1961, p .6.

^Report 0% Afr ic a n  Labour mgu.*» I91* ,  U b l e j i J ,  p .  H.Tamarkin, 
t r i b a l  * s s o c is t io s s .  T r ib a l s o l id a r i ty  and T rib a l Chauvinism in  a 
Kenya Town", Jc^rnV  ^f f r lc a n  H jrtcnr* XIV, 2(1973)t p .? 58.  Tho 
A frican popu la tion  was 12,6^5 tn  1 9 ^ .

^ t a t i s t i c a l  b a tra c t, 1955-62* 1955, tab lo  158; 1956, tab le  172;

p 29 .6 .1962, appendix A, 
he fr ic a n  pop u la tio n  ~os

30. 111,  i n  196i .
L

H.Tanmvkin, o n .c l tn ,  p .258



I V

o iw ila rly , the supply of labour could not always bo takes for 

Srontod despite the obvious attractions of w^e-eaimiaf la town.

*■ 19*6. for suable , the m  had to roly on p r im e rs  and detainees to 

carry out urgent work* because labour was d ifficu lt to obtain. Xa that 

year« despite lta  efforts* the KKB was able to recruit only 60-65°/o of 

the required night-soil staff. The position la 19*7 was sisdlar.1 TUs 

evidence* of course* doee not represent the overall labour supplypooition 

in those years sines the Jobs involved wore particularly unappealing.

In early 1951 there waa an aaple supply of house-boys* office-boys* 

clerks and artisans. Meat of thsoe* however, wore relatively attractive 

jobs, la i epteuber 195? there waa sa acute shortage of naans! workers.

In late 1953 th e re  was a shortage of a l l  types of doaestic servant* and 

sweepers wore altogether unobtainable, according to the report "there
It

la do uneeploynent la  Makuru whatsoever for anybody who wishes to work". 

The declaration of the fctate of fiaeigency la  October 1952.and the subse­

quent eviction ©f auny Kikuyu fron the BVP, further aggravated the labour 

shortage.

The supply fron Nyensa Province, a labour-pool for Kenya as a 

who la* wan nt tinea U nited. In 195* a building construction firm 

was unable to recruit a hundred workers fron that province.*'* ear y

1957. ta b le  170; 195*. ta b le  170| 159. ta b le  l** i I960, ta b le  1*2«
1961. ta b le  1 *5.

xkHA* ftupjr-fpfti. fceuort (M»iO*19*6* p f .  5 .9 1 19*7. p .6.

10^/*.b/H ku/dep.2/385* S en io r Labour O ffice r  U .L .O .) ,  R .V .^.R eport* 
January 1951. p . l .

^ttlA/D.C/lllcu/dep. 2/3*7• Nalturu Labour * T 9r t , fep tenber 1952. p . l .

W /L .c / l « i a /d e p .2/ 3a 7. Hakuru - M r t f l y  L **W . h*S>££t% fo u rth  q u a rte r  
1953. PP. 1 -2 .

^KMA/^.v/Hku/V2. Technical L td . to  L#C»« 7 .6 .195*-



1955 the Nakuru Municipal Council was unaol# to establish a stable 

labour fore# for ita  water aches*. ' la the Biddle of that /ear of f u ll  

eaploynent thara was a shortage of lab our throughout Ndruru U s tr ic t .*

Xb 1956 the supply of labour fro* Nyansa Province decreased, apparently 

because tribesman la the reserves* suspicious of Uevenawat lead policy* 

feared to leare their homa.^

But by early 1956* with deaand falling rapidly* the supply ef 

labour vaa excessive in  the KVP9a rural and urban areas. According to 

the labour Report "•▼on the goat unpopular employers sad seat unpopular 

place* of eoploysent report that now they hare sufficient labour perhaps 

for the f i r s t  Una in  their history.” faced with a situation of 

shrinking dennnd for their labour* and aware that their chances of se­

curing re-eoploynent were alia* saury wankers* who night otherwise have 

returned to the reserve» chose to stick to their jobs. This in turn 

further reduced the deaand for labour. In the early 1960s* following 

the revocation of the State of Iknigency in  January I960, the balance 

between labour supply and deaand was further disrupted ae a result of 

the Kikuyu Influx to the RVP. For the firs t tine in the history of 

Nakuru* unemployment and the social problana generated by i t  canned 

alara.^

1 K£&* 28.1.1955* P-12.

^ A /P .f./K k u /d ep .2 /8 * 0 *  b .L .0 . ,  H.V.P. Kgpori* June 1955. P - l .

^KKA/D.' /Nku/dcp• 2/387• Nakuru U »m r_H gg>A. >*7 1956.

^IO«VP.c/kkn/Bep.2/ 8M}* &.L.O. * 2.V .P, BdiQjrt* Nnrch 1958* p . l .

27.5.1960, p .l7 t  27.10.196l* p .l7» 1.12.1961** 17.1.1962.
oTT, Nakuru D istrict, iiarun^; -y.yr ccpvrt. Howard to Brown 19o2, p . l .  
KH\/B.C/Hku/dep• 2/156• Nl2tt, Ju!y *9^3. P -6.



im portan t factonfcterm ln lag  the type o f A frican m igration to  

*lakujpu warn th a  a tru c tu ra  o f Job o p p o rtu n ities  la th s  town. U n t i l *  

Kakuru was c h a ra c te rise d  by a  high proportion o f African employment in  

the p u b lic  s e c to r  eoapared w ith  tha  p riv a te  s e c to r , la  1966 i t  had 

tha  h ig h e s t percentage o f . f r ic a n  aa laa  employed in  the pub lic  s e c to r  

n o n e  the f iv e  main i.onya urban c e n tre s . The p u b lic  se c to r  a l lo y e d  

5*305 A frican  a a le a  cospared w ith a  p r iv a te  s e c to r  a l lo y in g  only 3*596." 

Although i t  i s  p o ss ib le  th a t th ia p o a itio a  changed during the econoaic 

expansion o f  tha  f i r s t  h a lf  o f  tha 1950a  i t  does not seen to  have been 

s ig n i f ic a n t ly  a lte re d  by 1962.2

doth  p u b lic  sad p r iv a te  sec to rs  o ffered  predominan t ly  u n sk ille d  

Jobs* In th e  pub lic  s e c to r  the  b iggest employer* the -mat A frican Kail* 

way and harbours (z-uidO, a a ia ly  employed msnuel wo share* as  d id  the

P u b lic  works Jepartnsnt*  the A frican I r e v in c la l  hosp ita l*  and th e  Muni­

c ip a l  and C ounty iouncils. In  the  p r iv a te  s e c to r  fo r  which th e re  i s

adequate d a ta  the p ic tu re  l a  very c le a r .  In  1967 the imbalance between

u n sk ille d  workers on the one hand and s i ffi-a ki l ie d  and A l l i e d  workers

on the o th e r  waa considerab le ."  The p o s it io n  in  the follow ing yen r
L

re m in e d  ouch the san s . Tha p ropo rtions could not have changed Markedly 

during  the  1950a and the e a r ly  196*0 s ince the basic a tru c tu ra  o f  A fri­

can Job o p p o rtu n itie s  remained u n a lte red .

lu a  to  in s u f f ic ie n t  inform ation i t  i s  im possible to  aeke a

■-.cĵ  ; t oil f i lc s n  labour 26. 1 1 . 1966* ta b le s  1 * 1 1 *

'  l e a n e r .  - c 7 D ! < ^ f r , e r . i  . i n  * .e : .a r & * £ 9 . 6 . 1 9 6 1 *  A p p e n d i x  A *

off / • f l a w  U ^ W ^ W M ' 7 e U l« ^ > lo r« d ^
y p r iv a te  s e c to r  -  3*371* u n sk illed  workers -  1 *203* domestic se rv an ts  -  

063* shop* o f f ic e  end s to re  boys — h26* s e n l - d d l le d  lab o u re rs  -  2*-L* 
masons and atone d re s se rs  — 335* d r iv e rs  - 62* mechanics -  6*.* c a r­
p e n te rs  -  26* fac to ry  A l l i e d  worker -  56* o th er tra in ed  s k iv e d  
workers -  69* c le r ic a l  s t a f f  -  91*

Z£gggi3. toflg
on Job d is t r ib u t io n  in

si* 2 6 .ll.1 9 6 d *  tab le  1C. There l e  no data
fo r  "mbaecuent y ears .



comprehensive study  o f tha methods of labour re c ru lta e a t fo r  Hokuru.

Cn th e  whole i t  seens th a t employer a had to  fend fo r  them elvee . The 

e a r l i e s t  reco rd  •  of 1912-3 -  t e l l e  of the aethoda o f  labour r e c r u i t -  

eent need by Nakuru'e employer# a t  th a t t i m ;  a  luropten eeployer 

een t aose o f  h ie  head—a to tba  Kikuyu reoarra  to  re c ru it  labour and 

the  em ployer's  b ro th er h ia e e lf  tra v e lle d  to  Kiauma to  re c ru i t  Kavi rondo 

tribesm en. An 'a ian  employer» a t  the aaao tim e, nom ally  re c ru ite d  

lab o u r through h is  headmen but a leo  made uae o f  tha  aervicea o f a
9

p ro fe s s io n a l r e c r u i te r .  At th i s  ea r ly  stage when African* shoved 

l i t t l e  en thusiast! fo r work in  the towns* labour recruitm ent la rg e ly  

depended upon th e  employ o ra 1 i n i t i a t i v e  in  the  d if fe re n t r ta o rv e e  which 

eerved as  lab o u r poo ls . In l a t e r  periods m ay * fricen a  were drawn by 

the tow n 's cash econosyend were rec ru ited  in  the  town. But even then 

rec ru itm en t in  tha reserve was naceaaary. Tha whole aye te a  o f r i a l  to r s ' 

p e rm its  was la rg e ly  devised to  enable the newcomers to seek employment.

In 1959 th e  municipal Works superintendent* who was a leo  in  charge o f 

"n a tiv e  a f fa ir s " *  reported  th a t  ha p e rso n a lly  saw every A frican who 

app lied  f o r  a  v i s i to r '#  p e rm it. I f  they were not genuinely seeking 

work th e i r  perm it was destroyed and the  P o lice  wore asked to tu rn  tTcr. 

ou t o f th e  town.-* In 19**6» fo r  exaaple. th e  HMB on two occasions 

s e n t r e c r u i te r s  to Emhu to  o b ta in  n ig h t-eo il workers. In 19**.' a 

r e c r u i t e r  was sea t to  Kakamga to  o b ta in  labour fo r  the aeae unappealing

V .f i .C . ,  CO s'**. 5 . f o t i t .  la .o u r  -M W M iM . X9UO* M 9 .

p .127 . P ro fessiona l r e c r u i te r s  were auropeaa p r iv a te  e n tre -  
p n o tu r s  who were agents f o r  labour recru itm en t in  the  Africa.'! re se rv es .

^NKA, N ative A ffa ire  ‘-o m d tte e  m eting*  22.11.1929. (Minutes)

SlH., KB, 19*6, p .9 .



Job. 1

The (severe shortage o f labour following the  dec la ra tio n  o f  th e  

£ ta t«  o f  /ae rg en cy , increased the  employers' dependence on labour re*  

c ru ito e n t in  th e  reserves* la  1933 much labour recruitm ent was u n d e r­

taken In  Nyanza Province end l a  the Kaaba reserve  ia  the aain  fo r  

both Nakuru i e t r i c t  and town. Ia  the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f the 195^« and 

even no re  i a  th e  e a r ly  1960s ,w ith  growing unemployment th e re  was no 

need to  a c t iv e ly  a t t r a c t  labour from the  reserve* The problem was then 

r a th e r  how to  cope w ith the inc reasin g  labour surplus* The f r ic s n  

Labour la c  hang# which operated in  Nakuru from 193® bandied only seed-* 

r id  l ie d  a r t i s a n s  and men in  sp e c ia lis e d  employment,'5 leaving the  re ­

c r u i t  own t  o f  u n sk ille d  labour to  the esployers*

There was an in te re s t in g  c o rre la tio n  between t r ib a l  o r ig in  on 

the one hand and a t t i tu d e s  and o p p o rtu n itie s  far wage earning on th e  

othar*  The f i r s t  a v a ila b ls  d a ta  in  1947 rev eala  a  marked d iffe re n c e  

in  th e  p a t te rn  o f esploymeat between the  hyansa trlbeaoen  and the  

Kikuyu* In a  labour force o f  7*678, 3*165 came fro a  Hyanxa Province* 

and only 1*665 were Kikuyu, Kabu and Hem*5 Ia  1948, vhao th e  p o p u la tio n

census showed th a t the Kikuyu were by fa r  the la rg e s t  s in g le  t r i b e s  in
£

Kakurui the  balance s h if te d  fu r th e r  in  favour o f  the Nyanza tribesman*

The d a ta  fo r  1934*60 rev ea ls  some changes in  the p a tte rn  o f t r i b a l  em­

ployment* from  a peak o f  10,566 in  1956 the  number o f Hyansa t r i  

in  employment f e l l  to  6,126 i a  196c , and th e i r  percentage o f the  to ta l

______ -  -  - .............................—  - ...............- ■ ■—

^BU* tUft, 1947* p .8.

*Kenya A frican  A ffa ire  lenartm ent vnnuaj i c o o r t ,  P*v.I . , 1933* P-76. 
KHA/D.( /tUcu/3/2, Technical L td . to  D.C., 7.6*1954} KllA/P.C/Mku/dep.2/ 
64W 5, L .C ., r<.v.P*Repox_t* Juna 1953.

'ito te a  on commerce and Industry  In  Knar*»1950» p .13 .

^Theoe inc luded  Luo* a euuhya and M oll*

5~ee ppcndix 111 in c lu d ii«  hen, *o*en and Ju v en ile s .

^ •ee  appendix I I I  i n e l u d i ^  Pan* Woman and Ju v en iles .
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labour fo rce  f a l l  f ro a  68 .7°/o  l a  1957. to 58°/o u  I960. The Kikuyu, 

on th e  o th e r  hand, improved th e i r  position}  f ig u re s  of Kikuyu i a  em ­

ployment o f  1,599 i a  195** ro se  to  2,201 in  1956, only to  drop to  

1*562 in  1950 and r i s e  again to  2,728 in  i 960.  The percentage o f  

Kikuyu o f th e  to ta l  work fo rce  ro o t f ro a  12 . 7° /o  in  1956 to 26° /o  in  

I 960."  Kikuyu were however s t i l l  r e la t iv e ly  under-represented in  

K akuru'a la b o u r fo rce .

While i t  i e  d i f f i c u l t  to  account fu lly  fo r  th ie  p a tte rn , none 

ex p lan a tio n s  any be p ro ffe re d , jjuring the f i r s t  four decades o f th e  

century  th e  up-country t r ib e  oaten who sought work in  Rakuru M rs  p re ­

dom inantly from  kysnra. In  1926 an o f f ic ia l  re p o rt s ta te d  th a t  the  

■ e jo rity  o f  / f r ic a n e  in  the town were Kavirondo, th a t iM a in ly  Luo and 

A baluhya.' They cane to  hakuru la rg e ly  ae s h o r t- te rn , migrant workers 

m ain tain ing  the  reserve  ae t h e i r  hone. They M rs  in te ra c ted  in  e  rap id  

1 neons and were not p a r t ic u la r  about the  type o f  work, accep ting  the  

heavy, jobs o ffered  by p r iv a te  and p u b lic  se c to rs  a l ik e ,  wince

ouch recru itm en t o f labou r, whether in  the reserv e  o r in  town, was done 

on the b a s is  o f  personal o r  t r i b a l  connections, th is  tendency tended to  

be p e rp e tu a ted .

By th e  time the Kikuyu cans to  Jtakuru in  g re a t numbers daring  the 

1990a, th e  e a r l i e r  p a t te rn  vae well e s ta b lish e d . A d d itiona lly , the  

Kikuyu seen not to  have been a t t r a c te d  by low-paid heavy Jobs, i ia c o  

many of than  cane to  town, a s  e a rly  a s  the 196Cn, aa s e t t le r s *  they pre­

fe r re d , whenever p o s s ib le , to  engage in  p e tty  tra d e . Ic tty  t iW e , while 

n o t guaran tee ing  secure incomes• gave then core inde;.«.-ncen' e enr trn* 

hope of a  b e t te r  fu tu re . £aployers a in p l ie t ie e l ly  analysing the  labour 

m arket, developed s te reo ty p es  according to  which the Ifyanra trih ed ro n

^  Appendix I I I .  fo r  1956 to  i 960 the f ig u re s  r e la te  only to  men. 

^KKA, KMM 1936. p .6.



v#w  hravi y  m i l t  and s tro n g , tb s  Kikuyu ware s lender and weekend 

th e re fo re  u n su ita b le  fo r  the heavy duty Joba. 1

uaployero l ik e  the 2-M*H o r  the Kenya F a n s n  . ftecciation  (JOTa) 

had p red o n in aa tly  Luo and / baluhya labour fo rce s . Ia 1953 a l l  th e

fo r ty - fo u r  lab o u re rs  and th e i r  beadaen who went on s tr ik e  ia  Unga L td.
. 3 __were m o. .kan ot served s i tu a t io n s  in  Uganda in  which oaabers o f 

p a r t i c u la r  t r i b e s  prevented o th e r trlbeeaen  f ro a  obtain ing  joba in  

p la c e s  o f  employment which they dominated. in  Uganda1# baking industry*  

fo r  example* the Luo created  what amounted to  a  * closed chop’ ty  ex­

clud ing  anybody who was no t o f th e i r  tribe.** While there lime d i r e c t  

evidence th a t  th is  happened in  hcdcuru* the cane ofUnga l t d .  appears 

to  have amounted to  the sane th in g .

U r i l lo  observed th a t the LaMcH’s labour recru itm ent was in fluenced  

n o t only ay t r i b a l  but a lso  by k insh ip  a f f i l i a t i o n .^  in  Nakuru we have 

seen  the  role of t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n  n« t ir ..l 'h e ii'i :a i rmr? rran  :r.Tr:^ * 

in  o f fe r in g  Jobe to  th e i r  members.^ This could re s u lt  In  a  co n cen tra tio n  

o f  people from the sane o u b -tr ib e  and even c lan  in  c e r ta in  p lacee  o f  em­

ployment o r  departaw nte. There i s  eoae evidence th e t in  the lAPItH in  

Nakuru* f o r  instance*  people fro a  (ieo lo c a tio n  dominated. th<? goods-r;hc •* 

whereas A lego  su b -tr ib e  amen were in  the a a jo r i ty  in  the ioco-shcd. .*n

A.-.-ikan* i ̂ ^nta ana i r o i s te r in g *  CUs L ndon l^U, pp. 86-/.
Ikon ebserved s im ila r  a t t i tu d e e  aaong Uganda y ere  before  independence,

^R.D G rillo *  "The T ribal F ac to r in  a  Trade Onion"* ia  P.H .C hilliver (ed .)*  
m i  fTPTT1*1^  Lamt Routledge and Kegan Paul,

London 1969,p.302. From 19̂ 5 to 1962 the Luo and Abaluhya accounted 
for just under ^0°/o of the/̂ CAR&H in Kenya as a whole, in Nakuru 
the proportion was even higher.work force of the

^KK-V/l.C/Uku/V^* Labour O fficer* Nakuru*to Labour oamiaai o n er. Nairobi*
8 .9 .1953 .

^W.Mkan* op.cJLt. * p .88.

^ h . - .6r i l io *  o p . c i t . * p .3^3. 

i>ee above* p .
7 -  .Interview * &.heso.



1935 sweepers were recruited  from Lata Lie trio  t .  Night-soil and

refute removal worker* vere alao predominantly froa  latu  *ietri> t  

and to a laaaar extent froa the ad jacen t Nyeri M etric t.^

».frican workers a t t r a c te d  to  town* by the prospert of b e n s f lt t ln g  

froa  the cash economy soon discovered th a t both th e ir  wages and condi­

tio n s  o f l iv in g  were f a r  fro a  food* The aain  consideration  in  d e te r ­

mining A frican  wages in  the town was the bare mini nan s u f f ic ie n t  to  

a t t r a c t  A fricans to  urban eaploynent. in  1 9 ^  the Kenya Government 

passed the hinimu* wage Ordinance* Aaaden sees the o rig in s  o f t h i s  

Crdinanceln a  C olonial O ffice i i r c u la r  Diapatch o f 19^1 which urged

co lo n ia l govemaenta to iimprove the standards of liv in g  aarmgs t  A fricans
k

"a lik e  fo r  h u n an ita rian , p o l i t i c a l  and econoedo reason*” . -he guid ing  

p r in c ip le s .  fo r  the f i r s t  tim e, were the needs <t the African worker.

The Hinistua wage ordinance was f i r s t  inp iesen ted  in  Nairobi and then 

in fconbaca and Kisusu* bn 6 June 19*t# i t  was introduced in  Nokurui 

and fixed monthly wages a t  - h s . 3V -  fo r  t ic k e t  co n trac t, -ha . 29/- 

fo r  other c o n tra c ts  and allowed a ihe. 8/5 housing allowance fo r both 

categories.^  The minims) wage aimed a t  satisfy ing  the needs of a 

bachelor occupying a s in g la  bed—apace. In 195^* two y ean  «ftor  the 

introduction o f the ainisuia wage fc Nakuxu, when both wages ana c o a ts  

of living had not changed s ig n if ic a n t ly ,  a study carried  out in  Nairobi 

suggested tha t the mini nun wage was inadequate fo r  even the b a re e t needs 

of such a b ach e lo r.^  While the coat o f liv in g  'ja* adm ittedly h ig h er in

1NMk, works and H ealth uoenrittee OW E) s e t t in g ,  7 .8 .1935.

S §4A« >Uii, 19V6, p .9 . -npiovoent i-e g iita r  o f Kikuyu,
Fabu and Meru, undated (between 1953-5).

'?he keport of the Coeisiseion o f  Inquiry appointed a f t e r  the 1939 
Koabasa £ t r ik e  s tre ssed  the inadequate wages and liv in g  cond itions 
in  that town, le e  C.O.Roeberg and J .  Not tin g  ham, Tbs i^yth of Mm J a i l .  
F .A .F raeger P u b lish e rs . New fork  1966, PP« iftW C  llthougfc th i s  ev i­
dence applied to Hoabasa s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  i t  broadly  re f la c te d  the  con­
d itions in  urban cen tres  in  Kenya as  s  who i s .



N airob i, the p o s itio n  in  Kekuru was not such b e t te r .

The I'eu Hsu re v o lt p re c ip ita te d  a  review o f African wages. In 

1955 Ciovemaent introduced a  dual sca le  of A frican ain inua wages. The 

M inim a wage o f  an a d u lt A frican nan aged tw*aty-one o r aore was de- 

signed to  meet the  needs o f a  carried  couple w ith th ree c h ild re n , 

whereas the  fyouth* wage fo r  younger aen rep laced  the bachelor wage. 1 

From 1933 to  1956 the  Minimum wage of ad u lt f r lc a n  aen rose from Jh a . %»/- 

to  Sha. 77 /50 . I t  continued to  r ia c  s te a d ily  reaching &hs. 1C9/ -  l a  

'9 -3 .  Again. a  study c a rr ie d  out l a  Nairobi in  '957 aervea aa an in *  

d ic a te r  o f  th e  p o s itio n  in  Nakuru. The study showed th a t s e t  9Ce / o  o f 

the A frican  wage earners  in  N airobi could no t balance income and con- 

auep tion . Tbs gap between A frican» and -aian and atiopean wages re­

mained very  wide, in  i 960, the ee tiaa ted  annual wage b i l l  fo r  p r iv a te  

in d u s try  and c< amerce in  Nakuru* h ig h lig h te r the  naxfced r a c ia l  d i f f e r ­

e n t ia t io n .  f iv e  thousand fr lcan *  earned £396*000, e ig h t hundred 

aiana earned £609*000 and fo u r hundred and six ty -tw o Utropeans earned 

£419,000 p e r  annum.*

.avelopwent o f ifri'-SB

Nakuru* a A frican w orkers, d is s a t is f ie d  as  they were w ith  t h e i r  

wages and co n d itio n s  o f l l v i i * .  had no le g itim a te  channels through which

1946. Kenya in '.our  ■ apartm ent foKSEl <*U **)t 1950. P .6 ,

aaden* o p . c l t . * p .1 3 .

^A.H.Aasdea* o n . c l t . , p . lS .

ÎCLDaR 1954. p .5 1 | 1963. p .5 . «ta U s U c a l  d e tra c t , 1956-7. ta b la  179* 
y > .122|  1962. ta b le  146, p .125.

K .* .F e rre s te r . enva Tc-day. The Hague 1962, p.123.

S m o r t s d  ^ i ln T M l  1  U  *” » ** A.Table V.



tc  co aaun ica te  th e i r  g rievances n d  dtnande c o lle c tiv e ly , u n t i l  ti« d « «  

unions and s t a f f  a sso c ia tio n s  wars formed in  th s  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f the

®hd th e  e a r ly  195^8. A frican workers had always had the a l te rn a t iv e  

o f d e se r tio n  to  express d is s a t is fa c t io n  with t h e i r  w riting  conditions* 

This* however* vas f u t i l e  s in e s  i t  hardly s a t i s f ie d  th e ir  basic need fo r  

cash. I t  r a i l  acted  a  desperate  s itu a tio n  la  which African workers had 

no aay in  th s  determ ination o f  th e i r  wage le v e ls  and working conditions* 

They were expected to  re ly  on the  goodwill o f the  employers and th e  eei^  

v ic e s  o f th e  labour e y a r te e n t which were eoeewhat expanded a f t e r  the  

Second World War,

As e a r ly  as 19?! the grievances o f \ f r lc a n  woriters in  N airobi were 

in s tru m e n ta l in  the form ation o f  Hsry Thuku*s / s e t  African A ssociation* 

Indeed* in  fcay 1921 th e re  was ta lk  in  Nairobi o f a  general s t r ik e  in  re ­

a c tio n  to  th e  Government *a in te n tio n  to reduce A fr ic a n  wages. lh*t when 

e  g en era l s t r ik e  was declared in  March 1922 i t  was a p ro te s t  ag a in s t 

th e  a r r e s t  of Thuku ra th e r  than  a^out woriters* grievances.* by 1936 

A frican workers discovered th a t  they had bargain ing  power. They reeo rted  

to  the on ly  e f fe c t iv e  course o f ac tio n  open to  then* th a t  o f c o l le c t iv e ly  

w ithhold ing  th e i r  labour* In th a t y ear A frican workers, near N airobi 

and in  ieonbo Bay on lake V ictoria* went on s t r ik e  in  p u rsu it o f  th e ir  

demand f o r  h igher wages* The o f f i c i a l  view o f these  s t r ik e s  vac th a t  

"probably the  sa in  causa o f  the troub le  was the growing re a l iz a t io n  anong 

th s  N ative* o f  Kavirondo th a t the  increasing  p ro sp e rity  in  t h e i r  own 

Reserve and the increased  demand fo r  th a ir  se rv ic e s  a s  lab o u re rs  i s  

g iv in g  th en  a bargaining power th a t they have h ith e r to  locked." These 

s t r ik e s  were followed in  1937 by o th e r s t r i k e s  in  d if f e r e n t  p a r ta  of

*H,~iagha -ia to ry  o 
• ? ¥ ,J .fta red li

th e s is )*  -OAij, 197C* 

?> .-ingh* o p . c i t . * p*57.

East African Publishing House, Nairobi, IS
M s s 1 2 % y p P '  9-&. ^
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Kenya. T h is  e a r ly  phase c f  fr iean  In d u s tr ia l  action  culminated in  

19JJ9 w ith the  in p re s d v e  general s t r ik e  in  Konbaaa. .u rln g  the war 

th e re  were no re  j. f r ie a n  s t r ik e s  in  d if fe re n t p a r ts  of the colony*'

These e a r ly  s t r ik e s  were d is t in c t iv e  in  th a t they were la rg e ly  w ith ­

ou t formal o rg an isa tio n  end the barking o f f r ic a a  Undo union o rg an i­

sation*

Nakuru in  the 19>0n w ith  i t s  depressed ecoaoay and s n a il  A frican 

p o p u la tio n  o ffe red  l i t t l e  p ro sp ect fo r  a  aucceoaful s tr ik e  action*  i t  

took t i n t  before  A frican workers* d is s a t is fa c t io n  aide an impact on 

lo c a l  e rp lc y e rn . In  1 9 ^  th e  HHB had to  in c rease  the weges o f i t s  

n ig h t- s o i l  s t a f f  because o f Ma  s n a il  amount o f  d is sa tis fa cU o n "  among 

th e n , toms o f  the labou rers  who had been working fo r the fea r*  fo r  

s ix  to  ten  y e a rs  had received  no in c rease  in  t h e i r  v<c fco» on*y

s s  la te  a s  19%7 i s  th e re  evidence o f c o lle c t iv e  s tr ik e  a c t i  n by Hakum 

A frican w orkers. U r ly  in  Way th a t y ea r some hundred m unicipal la b o u re rs , 

a a in .y  n ig h t- c o i l  and re fu s s  removal workers* sva^cu ^  ̂ •-n -njf

s  minimum wage of ~hs. 6C /- p e r month, ie e p i te  s  shortage o f such 

labour* th e  WKB did  no t g iv e  in* and discharged those who refused  to  

re tu rn  to  work. The s t r ik e r s  were predom inantly inbu and kikuyu* 

which must have oeen the reason  the KKB looked fo r  replacem ent# in  

Kakanega d i s t r i c t . ^  Mb Ik  Ju ly  1 9 ^  about a  hundred workere o f the  

KFA went on s t r ik e  because o f  d is e s t is f a c t io n  w ith th e i r  wages* io l lo v -  

in g  an " e x c e lle n t exp lanation" by the  Labour O fficer* c a lle d  in  by the * 5

H**ingh« op.cit.jt p.^5*

^ Ib id  i p p .

*,l1 C» pp . loS -9* 113-4* 116 * H9* 1H.-3* 

V , .  H-.Bt 19*6, p .9 .

5̂ i ,  2 .5 .1 9 i*7. p . l |  *Ma, HAS 19*7. p .8 .



•employer. th e  s t r ik e r s  agreed to  go back to work. 2m « t*ust 19*6 

• i fh te e o  labourer© on s t r ik e  ia  the i*mX ir ica a  Power mad Lig h tin g 

ompaay resumed duty mm * xemalt of thm Labour ^apartm ent's in te rv e n tio n

In  th a  absence o f n eg o tia tin g  machinery o r  o th e r reg u la r channels 

o f conaun ica tion  between eep ioyers and th e ir  employees* d ire c t  a c tio n  

Mm the  only  way in  which th e  l a t t e r  could draw a tte n tio n  to  t h e i r  

g riev an ce* . The in tro d u c tio n  o f  s t r ik e  motion in to  the sphere o f in ­

d u s t r ia l  r e la t ic n e  in  Makuru warn s ig n if ic a n t .  I t  re f le c te d  n growing 

sense o f s o l id a r i ty  among - fricane* based on urban condltine  and ex­

p e c ta t io n s . I t  a lso  re f le c te d  the gxowiag confidence e f  A frican workers 

d isco v erin g  th e i r  bargaining power in  n period  o f  increasing  denand 

fo r  t h e i r  labour, without form al labour o rg an isa tio n  these s t r ik e *  

must have evolved th e i r  own n a tu ra l le ad e rsh ip . In th s  absence o f 

trades un ionst t r i b a l  s o l id a r i ty  re in fo rced  in d u s tr ia l  action* a s  i a  

c le a r  in  th e  case o f  tha Kikuyu—mbu n ig h t- s o i l  and re fu se  removal 

woikers in  19*7* and the Luo s t r ik e r s  in  bag* U n ite d  as  l a te  aa  1953.

A frican  workers in  Hekuru* however* noon ea t out to  form tra d e  

unions a land  a t  safeguard ing  th e i r  in te r e s t  on n permanent end s ta b le  

b a s is .  I t  re f le c te d  an in c re a se  ia  labour s t a b i l i t y  in  tha town sin ce  

only  w orkers coaadtted to  lo n g -te rn  residence  in  the town cou j « con­

ce iv ab ly  undertake such a  challeng ing  tmak.

Thm o rig in s  o f  A frican trad e  unionise! in  Nakuro date back to  

19*7.2 Nakuru was In fluenced  by developments i a  Kenya's b igger urban 

cen tres*  namely N airobi and Mombasa* where A frican tra d e  unions had 

t*en in  « is t« n c «  « ln c . .b o u t 19^5.** Th» f i r . t  .U m ilu . e r a .  f r o .  .

1t* v r .c , 'm c a /4 » p .s / t to '  Itelroro l+ tm r  i r t . l  l l r w c .  Report. Ju ly  19W , 
p . l .

^CTa/P .< /W cu/ d«p.2/ 8^ ,  i a t .U lg c n c .  »«port. fuguat 19W,
p*2.

^Tbe Trade Union Ordinance applying to  a l l  ra ces  came in to  fo rce  in
Kenya in  « eptenber 1937. k#5ingh* Q P .c i t .* pp. 63-3.

* For n f u l l  account o f  the  developneat o f  A frican trades uniona in  the



m

ft v i s i t t  in  19^7* o f begg® ivicachic* the leading o rg an iser o f th e  

W  Moo bass genera l e tr ik e  and the p re s id en t o f the Montana based 

f r ic a n  w orkers' Federation* Riding th e  wave o f the success o f  th e  

honbaea g e n e ra l s tr ik e *  K itsch ia  toured the country preaching tra d e  

u n ion ise  to  A frican workers and urging then to  organ ise. * In h in  f l r e t  

v i s i t  to  Nakuru« in  'p r i l  19^7* he brought with h is  John Nungai* th e  

p re s id e n t o f  the  N airobi A frican Taxi . r iv e re  C nion/ la  Nakuna they 

n e t c iv i l  servants*  municipal workers and d rivers*  ca lled  on th e a  to  

fo ra  tra d e /u n io se  and explained how to  go about i t*  in  21 August 19^7 

K lbaehia case lack to  follow  up his o r ig in a l in i t ia t iv e *  fast before  

h is  planned s e e tin g s  could take place he wen a rre s te d  i s  Nakuru os the 

follow ing doy*^

T ranspo rt workers wsre th e  f i r s t  to  take up the challenge by 

foisting n lo c a l  branch o f th e  Kenya T ransport and ‘H ie d  Workers Union 

(T&AWtJ) in  19^7# That they were f i r s t  wan la rg e ly  due to  tbs i n i t i a t i v e  

and encoursgew m t o f  people l ik e  John Nungal and fired Kubai* th e  sa in  

n a tio n a l len d ers  o f the Union. According to  one source the branch had 

•b o o t t h i r t y  Mffib.ro l a  19*7 rod ao«» buadrod l a  1*52.** la  January  19*9 

th e  A frican  C arpenters R if t  Valley Caion was launched in  Nakuru and 

wan re g is te re d  in  Kovesber th a t  y ea r . J  la  Ju ly  199? the  Domestic end 

Hotel Workers Union <HflMr) e s ta b lish e d  a branc in  Nakuru. 6 la  Ju ly  

195? the  general se c re ta ry  o f  the T ailo rs*  Tent* S aileakers  end G arsent

issediet# poet-war years* see k. ingh» p p .c jt , % PP*

^C.G.Kosberg and J.N ottinghee* o p .c it*  % pp. 208-10.

2In  ftid -19^7 th is  union changed i t s  nose to  the Kenya Koad T ransport and 
Mechanics Union and l a t e r  to  the Kenya T ransport and a l l ie d  Workers Union.

In te rv iew » huge Kibechia* M«iingh* o r . c i t .  * pp. o r r e t t  had
no s p e c if ic  connection w ith Nakuru. He van a rre s te d  fo r  "conducting h i» - 
e e l f  so an to be dangerous toptace and good order” .

4
In te rv iew ; b.w.Hutungi.

I t  changed 1 U  
1j9F9 §

o.L.O . A.V.P. to  Trade Union Lacour O fficer* Nairobi* 5.1.19^' 
nane to  th e  Kenya C a rp e n te rs  and Masons Union lluldttJ) in  199° 
„ - uu.y -9fr!> KKVl. , , ................. - ^ ____________



•o rkw t: Union ecus to  Nakuru vo M t up i  branch which « u  func tion ing  

ty  February 1 9 5 3 /

These o rg an iza tio n s  in  Nakuru formed p a r t  o f the p re -laa rg eacy  

phaaa o f th e  developnant o f Kenyan trad e  u n ia isa*  la  the aeln  sphere 

o f tra d e  union a c tiv ity *  sanely  lap  roving workers' conditions and pro­

te c t in g  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  v ia  a v is  employer*» Ilnkum 's unions could not 

c l a l a  wuch success* Nakuru* s t  the cen tre  o f the  White Highlands and 

under the  in flu en c e  o f s  dense s e t t l e r  coanunity* was h a rd ly  , congenial 

p la ce  fo r  A f r ic a n  trad e  union a c tiv ity *  s e t t lo r s  strong ly  opposed the  

id e a  o f union* rep resen ting  A frican workers and bargaining c o lle c t iv e ly  

on t h e i r  beh a lf* ‘ In  Nakuru there were big employers l ik e  the  KFA,

Unga L td . o r  th e  Nakuru county Council which were d ire c tly  c o n tro lle d  

by s e t t l e r s *  In fac t*  the econoay o f the town as s  whole depended upon 

i t s  a e tt le r -d o n ln a te d  ag ricu ltu ra l h in te rla n d .

Although uni one were le g a l ly  re g is te re d  and supervised by the  Lebour 

.o p e r ta e r t ,  oo< t  e ip loyera  refused  to  recognize thea  o r to  n e g o tia te  

w ith  thea d i r e c t ly .  I f  a  tra d e  uni ©a o f f ic ia l  wanted to  take «g> an in ­

d iv id u a l e r  c o lle c t iv e  grievance* he had to  do ae through th e  Lebour 

o ff ic e r*  Union o f f ic ia l s  were not p e rad tted  to  con tac t worker* on the 

sh o p -flo o r o r  to operate  th e re  in  any way. N acruitaant and fee coi action* 

f o r  example* had to  be c a r r ie d  out a f t e r  working hours*

There were* ad d itio n a lly *  in h eren t d i f f i c u l t i e s  which prevented 

N ahum 's tra d e r  unions from becoming e f f e c t iv e .  H g ran t workers* who 

a t  th a t  t i n t  s t i l l  accounted f o r  a  la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  of N akuru's African

In te l l ig e n c e  Suer a ry , 19V . The D.&.H.W.U* included ho te l-w orkers
c a te r in g -works re and domestic servants*

^KNVL. vKku/det).2/387* Nakuru Labour O fficer*  Report (HL.k)* Ju ly  19V . 
N .M .4.6.L .F .* NAWHB, February 1953.

2A.H. asden* o p .c l t*. p.30* H*.iingh* o p .c j t * , pp. 390-6*



labou r fo rc e , were celdon p o te n tia l ly  ac tiv e  trad#  u n io n is ts . They had 

no lo n g - te ra  in te r e s t s  in  the town o r l a  th e ir  e ^ lo y u e n t. fu r th e ra c re , 

A frican tra d e s  unions in  Kenya, a t  th a t s tag e , were coa? la te ly  new 

ven tu res whose p o te n tia l  b e n e f its  were s t i l l  to  b# proved.

The ta sk  o f  organizing t r a d ^  unions was p a r t ic u la r ly  d i f f i c u l t  

s in e s  u n t i l  19^5 A fricans in  Nakuru ware accustomed to  vo luntary  

o rgsn l r a t  io n s  based exclu siv e ly  on t r ib a l  o r ig in s  and k insh ip  t i e s ,  rhe 

lo c a l branch o f  the Kenya African Union exem plified the tee th in g  prob­

le m  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  facing voluntary in t e r - t r i b a l  o rgan iza tio n s  in  

tha ia n e d la t*  p o s t-b a r  p s r io d . 1 At tb s  g raee-ro o ta  lev e l in  p a r t i c u la r ,  

th a re  was a  la rge  measure o f  zd a tru a t and anim osity between nembsrs of 

d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s ,  s te a lin g  fro n  d iffe ren css  in  language and cu ston  and 

accen tuated  by the nixed town environment. There was, fo r  example, in  

19*7 , a  v ic io u s  running b a t t le  in  the African Location between Luo and 

Kikuyu.* Under these circum stances tha task  o f pronoting i n t e r - t r i b a l  

workers* s o l id a r i ty  Mid co-operation  was n i l  th a  nore d i f f i c u l t ,  and 

t h i s  was exacerbated by tha  f a c t  th a t  a t  th a t  s tag e  the TUVC. tha 

KCAMU and tha EUiWJ in  Nakuru ware la rg e ly  co n tro lled  by Kikuyu. At 

a  n e tt in g  o f  the DUitf) on 3 Avgust 1952 A frican woikere of g±l. t r ib e s  

wars urged to  Join tha Union. I t  was s tre s s e d  th a t the Union -a* n~t 

a  Kikuyu o rg an isa tio n  and th a t  tha feud between the Kikuyu and the  Luo 

was over.'* At ano ther workers* n e ttin g  in  th e  sane nonth d r iv e rs  of 

a l l  t r i b e s  ware asked to becone nenbara of th a  O aMI.

*#•€ below, pp.

^H.Tanexkin, o p . c l t . , pp. 2$>-6.

3O h /C .C /H m ^ /2 , Labour In te llig e n c e  Report* august 1932.
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The task  o f  converting triteem ea in to  trad e  u n io n is ts  wan n o t 

aade e a s ie r  by the c o n s ti tu tio n s  o f Nekuru'e prs-£meig#ncy trade  unions. 

The c r i t e r io n  o f  membership ta ln g  occupational* thane uni one opera ted  

among groups o f  workers sc a tte re d  in aany se a l ip  laces  c f  employment.

The elem ent o f  fam ilia rity *  which n igh t have helped to overcome t r i b a l  

b a rr ie rs*  was thus o ften  ab sen t. Far workers employed by a common em­

ployer*  th e  concept o f  shared in te re s t*  ns employees warn such mors 

ta n g ib le . workers employed by big pub lic  employers l ik e  the &Mrll o r  

the  HKB were no t organised in  tra d e  unions in  the pre-hneigency p e rio d . 

Tho running o f  radee unions among sca tte re d  groups of workers p resen ted  

many o rg a n isa tio n a l problems to  the union#' lead ersh ip . In the  sm all 

p laceo  c f  employment* African workers f e l t  exposed end could th e re fo re  

be in tim id a te d  o r a c tiv e ly  d is c o u n te d  froa  jo in in g  a trad e  un ion . >uch 

a s i tu a t io n  could tmrdly produce f ta r le s s  and dadicatad trad# u n io n is ts . 

The moot exposed were the tra d e  union o f f i c i a l s ,  la  the  ease o f  th e  

tfcHVU, th e  names c f  most coam lttce members wars apparent y k ep t s e c re t . 1

rec ru itm en t o f s u ita b le  leadersh ip  was anchor problem faced by 

tb s  e a r ly  trad e ;u n io n * . There was a severe shortage  o f educated anJ 

experienced le ad e rs  who could e f f ic ie n t ly  run the  unions and face  the 

employers and labour departm ent. lion* did have leadersh ip  experience . 

vjm of th e  founders o f the IfcAVU branch wen a lso  tbs s e c re ta ry  of the 

banned Kikuyu C entral A ssociation (KCa) in  Nakuru. The chairman o f 

th e  KCIMti was a  m ili ta n t KCA leader and cnc o f  h is  commit tea  members 

was the le a d e r  of the  KCa young a i l l t a n t a .^  T heir qua ’ i f  i ra tio n s*

"in te rv iew : W.Kirubi.

in te rv iew : D.W.Hutungi. fe e  below, pp.

in te rv iew : W.Kugi. M.h d .C .t.F .*  ~.1*.G. * 1UV.F. to  t .C .*19r



I«7
however* f o r  lead ersh ip  1b eowplmt trade union o rgan isa tions worn f a r  

fro a  adeouato .

N akuru 'e pre-Ln»rgency tra d *  unions found tbenselvee caught In  

a v ic iouc  c i r c l e  which they were unable to  break* toskero had to  he con* 

vlnced th a t  un i one could improve wages and ccadi tio ae  aid deal e f f e c t !  re ly  

w ith in d iv id u a l grievan ea before a la rg e  comberahip could be rec ru ited *  

In the absence of e ffe c tiv e  in d u s tr ia l  nachinery* s tr ik e  ac tio n  vaa the 

only way o f  pursuing w orkers' demands and convincing then th a t t r a d e 3 

unions were u se fu l organ isations*  Because o f  th e i r  weakness* however* 

they were o f te n  unable to take such a c tio n ;in  th a t  period th e re  was n>t 

one s t r ik e  in  which a  lo c a l trad e  union was involved* Contrary to  what 

. inch  s a y s*1 Nakuru's trader unions did not take p a r t in  the n a tio n a l 

g en era l s t r i k e  o f hsy 1950.^  nxpreeaioas o f d is s a t is fa c t io n  w ith  con­

d i t io n s  o f  eaploynent and s t r ik e s  continued to  be large ly  unorganised 

and w ith in  th e  framework o f  s in g le  p laces  o f aaployaent* where shared 

probleme and fa m ilia r ity  nade conaon ac tio n  e a s ie r  to  achieve* A i i  

f a c to r  o f  prime importance in  the s t r ik e s  o f the N«ikuru i rose  

workers in  fcoveeber 1 9 5 ° the Luo work#re in  Unga L td . in  1953* 

and the la b o u re rs  o f the co n stru c tio n  company constructing  the Malewa
c

Water Ichena as  l a te  as 195*.

~M.bin gh# o u .c l t * » pp* 272* 27** 277*

2Kk.V->.C/'Nku/dep.2/3a6, Kakuru labour  xncrector IgtsU taffg;
May 1950* p*2. £ .L *0 ., » * .* ••  i'222I±' 195°*
In te rv iew : D.W.Kutungi.

K̂H//D.C/lta/dep.2/586* Malawi Labour Im^ctpr t9V S ti'
Wovenoer 1950.

k^ee above* p*

5KKA/D.C/Wni/dep.2/337* «0«* Decenber 195*.



Unable to  face the eoplcyers and iaprove the lo t  o f th e i r  m t w i i  

Ifakuru 'a trader unions had to  s a t is fy  t he— elv es  with the ro le  o f  preach* 

lag  tra d e  u n io a isa  to  African workers and a r t ic u la t in g  th e ir  g r i t  ranee a 

and demands. At a a e e ti i«  o f the OB-U la  August 195? "speakers d is ­

cussed the usual p o in ts  about low wages* bad housing conditions snd tbs 

i n a b i l i ty  o f  A fricans to c lo the  sad fssd  th s i r  f o l l i e s  adequately  cm 

p re sen t wage s c a le s .H They a lso  advocated th a t  th s  expression "boy* 

be rep laced  by "w aiter” and th a t jack e t and long tro u se rs  rep lace  the 

as th e  w a ite rs ' uni fo ra . The need fo r h igher wage* r.c ^  

s tre s s e d  by a l l  speakers a t  seating*  of the KCIrMB and th s Tt/VU  h sld  

in  Ju ly  1952. 2 I t  —a a te n e t o f the new f a i th  th a t by o rgan ising

and p reach ing  th s b a s is  was la id  fo r  the fu tu re  extension of the scope
, 3

o f tra d e  union a c t iv i t i e s .

io n s  unions* anxious to  help th e i r  sen iors*  developed w elfa re  

fu n c tio n s  s im ila r  to  those performed by t r i b a l  association* . One of 

th e  expressed  s in e  o f  the KCiKO was " to  try  and organise a fund fo r  

p ro p er b u r ia l  o f nenbere o f  the  Union". The oueatioo o f th is  fund was 

rep ea ted ly  on the agenda o f  the  Union*a n e s tin g s .4 The TfAWt helped 

nenbere who lo s t  th e i r  jobs* who f e l l  i l l  o r had o th e r mi a fo r tu n e s .

They a lso  organised dances fo r  th s i r  nenbers.^  T?*» ' v '*i ‘aJ

engaged. 4

1KJ5./D. v. ,/Nku/Adpv3/" ♦ Nakuru Labour O fflcar* - UCTffMDL*
August 193-1.

"K JlV 0.C /N ui/de*.2/3«7. tLSBa Ju ly  195?. 

in te rv iew : L.W.Hutungi.

S w L * .* J> .F e*  African carp en te rs  and Kaeons R ift VaU ty
D .C., a . l l . l 9 ^ f l  to  A.5.P.* hakuru* 13.3.1950* 2.6.1950*
3.7.1930# 2.10.1950.

^In terv iew  1 ^ b .h u tu n g i .  • «***»• February. 1950J
Novenber 1931? *hme ’952.

4 In terv iew  1 W .K irud.



‘ j&adtn p o in ts  out th a t  in  th e ir  a t t e s t s  to  p rov ld t so c ia l 

b e n s f i ts  to  th e i r  oonbere, tra d e s  unions in  Kenya were* in  fac t*  com­

p e tin g  w ith  th e  t r ib a l  a sso c ia tio n s  which had a  more a t t r a c t iv e  b a s is  

and were t- l i  r  to manage. ’ Indeed*” she says* ' the p rov ision  o f  f r ie n d ly  

b e n e f its  by t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  e ffe c tiv e ly  robbed the unions o f  a  

p o te n t ia l  a t t r a c t io n  fo r  B e a te rs .”" This could v e il  apply in  the  case 

o f  th e  Kyansa triuessnn* the  p icneere o f t r i b a l  associations*  who 

formed th e  bulk o f the Nakuru labour force* I t  tamj p a r tly  ex p la in  why 

they did n o t p l^ r  on le p e r ta u t  ro le  in  the e a r ly  phase o f  t ra d e  union 

development* But i t  was n o t so in  the case o f  the Kikuyu* whose t r ib a l  

a s s o c ia tio n s  ware le e s  developed end d e a lt  to  a  such le a s e r  e x te n t with 

s o c ia l  w elfare* This say suggest why Kikuyu* more than o th e r tribesm an 

in  Makuru* were a t tra c te d  to  the ea rly  tra d e s  unions*

Kikuyu prominence in  p re-iaergency  tra c e  unionism oust a ls o  ha 

seen in  a  w ider con tex t. A fte r the War la rg e  sec tio n s  o f the Kikuyu 

t r i b e  went through n  phase o f  growing p o l i t i c a l  a ilitan cy *  w hila 

unions in  Ikfcuru because o f  th e i r  weakness could so t he used fo r  obvious 

p o l i t i c a l  purposes* trad e  un ion ise  could be conceived a s  one fa c e t  of 

a  wider p o l i t i c a l  s trugg le*  The involve sen t o f  sca t Kw . lead ers  in  the 

le a d e rsh ip  o f  sene o f Nakuru’a trad es  unions was* i s  th i s  respec t*  s ig ­

n i f i c a n t .  In  addition* many Kikuyu* even ord inary  working asm* were 

becoming in  th a t period  in c reas in g ly  cow rit ted  to  urban l i f a .  Involve- 

nent in  tra d e s  asy thus be regarded aa a  c one oat tan t . o f  . f r i  <nn

u rb a n iz a tio n . Nyanin tr ib e s a s n  a t th a t  p e rio d  were s t i l l  la rg e ly  migrants* 

w ith th e i r  in te r e s t s  centred  on the reserve  > They were Mich le so  p o l i t i ­

c a lly "  inc lined*  concen tra ting  th e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e i r  ■ i l t i f a r io u a  

t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n * .

i.H.Kmadsn* o p . c i t . » p**>l*

le e  below* pp.
2
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Although N okuru's trade*  union* wort a t  th in  early  period r a t  b a r  

in e f f e c t iv e » they  did function  and did ask* e c n  headway. The KCtHO 

hold nuBoroua neeting* during 1950-2. At ono^artico lo r meeting they 

a t tr a c te d  a  crowd o f four hundred. * The Ttr^Wl hod two hundred and f i f t y  

people o t  o n o t in g  in  Ju ly  1952* and the I&HVU a ttra c te d  two hundred 

and th ree  hundred people re sp ec tiv e ly  to  two consecutive meetings in  

Ju ly  and August 1952. 2 These attendance f ig u res  were more than moot 

t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s  could c la in  a t  the mom p e rio d .

The Government was f a r  fro a  happy with th e  way trades unions in  

Kenya were developing. I t  was d istu rbed  fcy invoiveaent o f union lead e rs  

in  p o l i t ic s *  Indeed* the boycott o f  Nairobi*a "C harter lay" c e le b ra tio n s  

in  March 195C and the g en era l s t r ik e  o f  May 195C following the a r r e s t  

o f  M. Singh end T.Kubai* h ig h ligh ted  the  in te n tio n  o f union le a d e rs  not 

to  aep a re te  trad e  unionists fro a  national l e t  p o l i t i c s .^  hy a r r e e t i r ^

- begs K ibachia in  1 * 7  and Kuhal and Aixgh in  1950 Governaent dem onstrated 

i t s  determ ination  to  d ic ta te  the  nature  and pace of trad e  uni cm develop­

ment. In  1 * 9  the Labour .apartm ent* fo r i t s  p a r t ,  found some tra d e s  

unions inadequate! " c e r ta in  re g is te re d  trad es  unions e re  fin d in g  d i f f i ­

c u lty  in  func tion ing  as  a  trad e  union should Ito expresses p o lic y  was* 

consequently« to  encourage the  fo raa tio n  of n ta i i  association!* * 

p re lim in a ry  to the advent o f adequate tra d e s  unions.

Hl.M w .h .L .F ., NAWffi. March 195C -  October 1952. 

^N.M.S.S r . r . *  NAirfMR* July* .Ugust 1952.

^M* Singh*
p p .* 0- l

on. c l t .  * W . 236-520. C.G.Kooberg and J.NotUnghaa* £SUS11jl* 
.  These two events had no impact on Nakuru*® tra d e s  uniona.

StU *k* 1 9 ^ *  p .2 5 .

PP. 2h " I*
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» t a f f  a an rc ia tlo n a  aom  becaae an i n t e n d  p a r t o f a  ay*ten o f  

reg u la tin g  in d u s t r ia l  ro la tio n o , which c a s t to  ho regarded. Igr em­

p loyers a t  l e a s t .  ao a  s u b s t i tu te  fo r . ra th e r  than tho fo rerunner o f .  

c o l le c t iv e  bargaining ly f u l ly  flsdged trad es  unions. This ay a t e a .  the  

J o in t coanul ta t iv e  machinery ♦ was introduced in  Nekuru in  1950 • •  •  

of p ro ao tin g  understanding and co-operation botweon aanagewont end >orkem . 

The id e a  behind i t  wao th a t j o in t  co n su lta tio n  could solve d iffo ren ceo  

between employer# and woikara amicably and w ithout raao rt to co n flic t, 

j t r ik e  a c t io n  waa obvioualy fo reign  to  th ia  a y rte a .

whereas the trad es  unions of the pre—̂-oergoncy p eriod  w«*re oased 

on occupation  in  many place® of eap loyn tn t. s t a f f  aeeo c ia ti ana * s ra .

)sj d e f in i t io n .  e a a ll-e c a le u House Unions confined to eaplayeea o f

coanon em ployers. The f i r s t  o f  such to  appear in  Makuru la  19^9 was
2

the  P u b lic  rfortts ^epartaen t S ta f f  a sso c ia tio n . hy 195^ thf?re var * 

non-European S ta f f  Union in  the KJTA which included  both f r ic a n  and 

A rlan employees. I t  was apparen tly  co n tro l, od ly tbe aions nr> con- 

centra ted upon th e i r  own in te r e s t s .  -n ^ecern e r  .95*- ° oeeting  f  

KFa e ^ lo y ee s  was he ld , in  which the fu n c tions o f  the Joint c ta f f  

consul t a t i v e  machinery waa explained . 4 3y March -99* the a i v*y f r l -  

can . U f f  Union had seen fom ed . 5 i*  Ju ly  1951. the Government Servsnta

£ .U C .t  R .V .K . Febm aiy
195C. p .2.  .JU^nsden. o n .c iU . pp.

*KLDA*. 1 9 ^ i  p .2 * .

3Kh;yD.^/Mcu/dep.2/3S6. C .L .O .. H.V.K y e g g i .  W f  W * .  In terv iew : 
w.Nandwa.

S(IA /S.C / l t o / i H t .2 / ) » .  « * * •  -*c— ^  ***»•

5K.K.t.£.D.r., H-WI®, Jttljr 1951.



A ssociation  had a lso  bean c a t a t ’is h e d . ' Vhen la  nld-195? a  J o in t  S ta f f  

council was formed in  Kekuru Industries*  the Kenya In d u s tr ia l H alations 

O ffice r  exp lained  to  the employees' rep re sen ta tiv e s  the working o f  the  

c o n su lta tiv e  machinery.*"

The tfakuru Municipal A frican  fctaff Association* probably tb s  moat 

a c tiv e  a sso c ia tio n *  was forced in  March 1 9 5 ^  I t s  f i r s t  o f f ic e r s  were 

drawn mainly fro*  the ranks o f  the sen io r A frican s ta ff*  and item s d is ­

cussed a t  th e  f i r s t  nee tin g  na ln ly  concerned the conditions of t h i s
4

group o f  employees. l a t s r  th a t  year the A ssociation 'a  co sad ttee  con- 

a ie te d  o f re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f s ix  d if fe re n t ca teg o ries  o f au n ic ip a l sm- 

p loyees .5 In 1951 eleven grox^s o f municipal voricors aeea to  have been 

rep resen ted  an the committae.^ The Jo in t i t s f f  - e m it te e  o f th e  HhB 

wee inaugura ted  in  Junel952. I t  consisted  o f th ree European au n ic ip a l 

co u n c illo rs*  the Town Clexfc and th ree  rep re se n ta tiv e s  o f the f r ic e n  

s t a f f  a e e o c ia tic n . In the expressed fu nc tions o f  the Jo in t S ta f f  Con- 

c i t t e e ,  th e  emphasis was la id  on good re la tio n s*  co-operations* e f f ic ie n c y  

and se ttlem e n t o f g rievances. There was no mention o f c o n f l ic t  o f  in ­

t e r e s t s  o r  n p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  s t r ik e  a c t io n . '

Organizationally* operating within the framework of a single 

place of employ sent, staff associations had certain advantages over 

trades unions based on occupation. The common fe f*-p. oyer pifwatud taore 

tangible focus for labour organization. There was a greater degree of * V

MAkWR* Ju ly  1951.

^ICHA/D,C/Kku/dtp,2/507 * MLPR* June 195?.

^H.MB.fc.D.F,* Minutes o f  Hnkuru tom icipal « t a f f  A ssociation m eetly *
19.5 .1950.

F. * a  l e t t e r  to  the A frican B oard 's  -o n m tte e , 5 .5 .195^ .

£.D F.* BAVMK* £ p ten b er 1951.

VM.M.S.S.D*r. * Minuteg, o f inaugural me#

5 .6 .1952 .

t in g  o f the J o in t  S ta f f  -o m itte e *



f a m il ia r i ty  and intim acy in  thaea auaociationa -hich helped A frican 

workers tc  overcone t r i b a l  b a r r ia ra . For the ohm reason, s t a f f  a s s o c i­

a tio n s  vara  e a s ie r  to  run s in ce  communication between leadersh ip  and 

g ra s s - ro o ts  was th a t auch sim pler. Having the sanction sad encourage- 

am t o f both th e  Government and the employer was* o rcan ira tio n a lly *  

ano ther B ese t. They could opera te  w ithin the employment g rates*  t h e i r  

members being  fre e  o f fe a rs  and in tim id a tio n . Taking the example o f  

the  M unicipal f r ic a n  fita ff  /■ co cc i* tio n . the q u a lity  o f le a d e rsh ip , in  

terma o f  education  and p o s itio n  a t  work, was f s i r l y  high. Cincs the  

•employer's a t t i tu d e  towards th s  dfcaff a sso c ia tio n  was favours!la*  same 

o f  th e  most ab le  and educated employees, who might otherw ise have beea 

t im id « jo in ed  the a s s o c ia t io n ^  lead ersh ip .

But fo r  a l l  thee# o rg an isa tio n a l advantages s ta f f  a s so c ia tio n s  

ware pow erless in  th e i r  re la t io n s  w ith the eeg loyere . They were ab le  tc 

fo rm ulate  t h e i r  demands, to  p re sen t the® to th e  employer and argue them* 

but they could e x a r t l i t t l e  p ressu re  on the eaployer to  coaply w ith  

t h e i r  re q u e s ts , la  the n o s t im portant question  o f p r o v i n g  wages and 

working conditions*  they were completely dependent on the road w il l  e f  

em ployers. Aa seen e a r lie r*  Nokuru' a  trades unions a t  th a t  p e rio d  were 

n o t doing much b e t te r .  But the  / f r ic a n  s t a f f  association*  w hlla  p a r t i ­

c ip a t in g  in  the jo in t  co n su lta tiv a  machinery, consciously accepted  

th e  supremacy o f th e  employer.

In  th a  con tex t o f A frican u rb a n isa tio n , s t a f f  a sso c ia tio n s*  lik e  

tra d e s  unions* served a s  p ls tfo rn a  fo r  i n t e r - t r i b a l  co~ p e ra ticau  

. ig n if ic w i t ly  tha chairman o f  tha Hallway f- f r ic a n  I t a f f  Oaion in  1951-* 

was a  Kikuyu* although th a  a a jo r i ty  o f tha ecguojess ware i s o  and ba- 

iuhya. In  scemher 1951* in  the e le c t io n  fo r  the  Union*# re p re se n ta tiv e  

to  the Nakuru A frican Advisory council* th e  Iaio candidate was om»ed 

ly  a  Kikuyu a ltto u g h  tha r iv a l  candidate van tha  Kikuyu chairtsaa.

^ k .h .d .S  D .r,*  Railway A frican * ta f f  Union to  Hekuru f r ic a n  dv iseiy  
•ouncil* 2 .1 .195^.



The le a d e rsh ip  o f the  Nekum Municipal African S ta f f  *aacela t io n  was 

tru ly  n u l t i - t r i b a l .  la  e le c t  in s  o f o f f i c i a l s  support fo r  cand ida tes  

o f te n  cane f ro s  acro ss  the t r ib a l  l in e s . 1

The d e c la ra tio n  o f the  t ta te  o f taergency in  October 195? P»t  

an end to  th e  f i r s t  phase o f  trade  union development in  Kakuru. to rn  

Kikuyu tra d e  union leaders  were a rre s ted  and o th e rs  were a fra id  o f 

in ro lv e e e n t in  any kind o f o rg an isa tio n . Although there van no Oovew- 

nant a c tio n  ag a in s t trades unions as such* they v i r tu a l ly  died o a t . 2 

The v i t a l  ro le  played by the Kikuyu in  Hakuru’e trader unions in  the  p re - 

leorgency p e rio d , was re f le c te d  in  e Labour O ff ic e r’s p ese in d o tlc  eea- 

nan t in  1953* u n t i l  the  r e s t r ic t io n  on the Vakikuyu i s  l i f t e d  *

do no t th in k  the p o s itio n  w il l  beooat e a s ie r  fo r  Union aeabere . however 

e n th u s ia s t ic  they a re ."^

The p ro sp ec ts  fo r trade  un lon iaa. however, were no t q u ite  so 

g lo o iy . While trad es  unions were eeverely  d is ru p te d , s ta f f  a s s o c ia t io n s , 

which continued to  develop, functioned , in  soae casea. as e tapp ing  

s to n es  f o r  fu tu re  trad es  unions. The f i r s t  union to eaerge in  th i s  way 

during th e  U rg e n c y  was th e  Kekuw branch o f  the  Kenya Local Covern- 

nen t Vo i t e r s  Union (KLGVU). The lead e rs  o f  th e  IWniru Municipal f r i -  

can G ta ff a ao c ia tio n , aware o f  th e i r  in e ffe c tiv e n e s s  in  t h e i r  re ­

la t io n s  w ith  the enqployer, soon s e t ou t to  transform  the r r e l a t i o n  

in to  s  f u l ly  fledged trad e  union, n e x te rn a l s tU ailu s was s t i l l  needed

to  bring  t h i s  transform ation  about. I t  was provided by tho dynarlon
4

o f  Toa Itboya, the n a tio n a l general s e c re ta ry  o f  the KUJUU.

Minutes o f Kekuru Municipal f r ie s *  - t a f f  r e l a t i o n  
n e s tin g , 21.9.1952.

**Interview * UwV.Mutungi, W.Kirufai.

V -v ^ .l /W M p .2 ^ 7 . f t “". V n u x . 1953.

^ ia t . r v i .w !  S.Muocnyt.



C® 25 ep teaber 1953 •  ■ ••tin g  o f Nakuru A frican Local Government 

i^ ta ff sao c ia tio n *  attended tgr about fiv e  hundred employees and addressed 

tgr Toa Mboya* reso lved  to disband the s t a f f  a sso c ia tio n  and to  se rg e  

e i t h  the KXGVU’a lo c a l branch cu rren t 7 l a  th e  process o f fo rm a tio n .'

The Union expected th a t the Nakuru Municipal Council would recogn ise  i t  

aa the  l e g i t  in n  te  re p re se n ta tiv e  of the  African Municipal w orkers. I t  

hoped to  rep lace  the  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  the s t a f f  a sso c ia tio n  in  the  

NH*’a J o in t  L ta ff  Committee. The Municipal c o u n c il. however* a g a in s t 

the b e t te r  judgement of the  Coaedl d o n e r  fo r  Local Government* decided 

th a t  the defunct s t a f f  a sso c ia tio n  should continue to provide th e  eat-
p

p lo je e a ' re p re se n ta tiv e s . As la te  aa  1933 the Municipal council 

a c t iv e ly  encouraged workers to  reoain  in  the s t a f f  a sso c ia tio n  in  p re­

ference  to  the  Union* ̂  The Union badly needed recognition  in  o rd e r to 

break the v ic io u s  c i r c le  which constrained  a l l  the pre-*aergency unions. 

Only by fac in g  the eep loyer in  the J o in t  c t a f f  committee could they hope 

to  dem onstrate th e i r  u se fu ln ess  to the  vork fo rc e .

The Municipal council was* however* flogg ing  a dead ho rse . They 

had nanaged to  g e t a  few s e n io r  f r lc a n  eoployeaa on th e ir  a id e  in  try ­

in g  to rev iv e  the s t a f f  a s so c ia tio n . But the  o rgan izers could moke 

l i t t l e  headway and in  May 1955 they reported* w ith regret*  t h s i r  f in a l  

fa i lu re s  " I t  i s  our considered opinion th a t we would n o t serve  any use­

fu l  purpose by pretending to  rep re sen t the workers while we a c tu a lly  

do n o t. I t  appears to  the  th re e  o f ue as though the  workers i n  general 

have d r i f te d  back to  the KlfiW.'** Icdeod in  >pril 1535 the Nakuru branch 1 2

1W W African Affairs committee (AAC)* k.H.Mmthenge to A .5 .P ., Nakuru* 
12.9.1933; Town Clerk (T .C .) to members of the AAC* 8.4.1994; T.M oya 
to  the Member for Local Govsrnoent* 30.1 .1934.

2NMA/A# C* 1 onsdsaioner fo r  Local Government to  T .C ., undated ^ e g in n in p
o f  19547* NMA/Joint S ta f f  council 1952-6C. T .C ., to  U.L.O., B.V.P.* 
13*7.1954.

^KNA/J.C/Nku/dep. 2/3*7 . NLCR, February 1955.

^NKVFlnaace(wtaff) bub-Co«dttee 1955-7* L.Muchei* chairmen African



a o 6

of th e  KLGWU c la lre d  a  nenberehip o f about flv«  hundred ou t of n  t o t a l  

o f n e a rly  n la a  hundred au n ic ip el e^>lyeeo. A Union nesting  on th a  26th  

o f th a t  aon th  waa a ttaadad  by seven hundred people. Althmgh th a  

M unicipal ( o u a c il  continued to  t r y  to  r e s i s t  a  change o f p o lic y ,*  they 

ev en tu a lly  had to  / l a i d  to  r e a l i t y  and accept th a  fa c t th a t  tha o a la  

days o f th a  tea#  s t a f f  a sso c ia tio n  ware over*

In tfuse 1955* in  connection with l t e  rev ised  ta rea  of s e rv ic e , 

tha  K unicipal -ouacil agreed to  ad hoc n e c o tia tic n a  with the ALUwli 

branch*' Tha Union took th a  opportunity  to e x h ib it  a  auch aore d e te r ­

mined s tan d  in  n eg o tia tio n  than  the Council had bean accuetoaed to . 

Backed by a  n estin g  a ttended  by between f iv e  and s ix  hundred w orkers, 

tha  Union re je c te d  the  wage-scales o ffe red  by tha coxacil and th rea ten ed  

th a  M unicipal Council w ith in d u s tr ia l  ac tio n  un less  i t  re  wir e d n e g c ti-
L _

a tio n e . Tha Council was eventually forced# in  August 1999* to  recog* 

nix© tha  Union ’’only as n n e g o tia tin g  body f o r  African aaployaas o f  

th a  C o u n cil.” This recognition was f a r  from w hole-hearted. The Council 

in v ite d  th e  noa-Union renbare  of i t s  s t a f f  ” to  fo re  an A ssociation to 

ensure th a t  th e i r  in te r e s t  a  ta r e  fully represented".'* This was un­

doubtedly  a  d iv is iv e  wwoauvre ra th e r  than genuine concern f o r  tha 

w e ll-b e in g  o f  non-union re n b a re . The council knew th a t tha Union waa 

l ik e ly  to  achieve nore for th a  Municipal staff a s  a whole than  a  s n a il  

and pow erless s t a f f  association. Toa Mboya th rea tened  tno Municipal

i t a f f  A ssociation  to T .C ., 50.5.1995*

1KJIA/L>.u/M cu/dep.2/587• KL^a# April 1955.

2WH\, Mlnutaw of finance  < i ta f f )  Uab-Conaittee r e s t in g ,  10.6 .1955.

^KIlA, It OAR# 1955# pp. 28 -9 . KM*, Mire tea  o f  finance U ta f f )  lu b -  
^‘A oanlttaa meeting* 7.6.1955* 22.6.1955* 50»6.1955*

KMA/AAC# RLQWU, Nskuru, to  T .C ., 29 .6 .1955 . KhA/o.C/Kku/dap.2/58/* 
NLPR, June 1955*

V ^ . / J o i n t  i t a f f  council 1952- 60, *g. T.C. to  T.Mbcya* 1 .9 .1955.



-ouncii v,ith in d u s tr ia l  a c tio s  I f  they oacouraged employee to  m i n

U » s t a f f  a s s o c ia t io n . ' la  the  faco o f tbs support given to  th e  b n io s 'a

stand  fcy tb s  o—1 s si onsr fo r  Local Qovemaeat and ths Labour D spart-

fisnt« th s  Municipal council had l i t t l a  e th ics?  froa  ~ *p teeter 1956

A frican e sp icy ses  mots rsp ra ssa tsd  os th s  A frican Jo in t S ta f f  council

bgr th s  U nion 's re p re se n ta tiv e s . Froc ihtrt oo th s  Union was a h ls  to  bargain

c o lle c t iv e ly  and to  taka up tha grievances o f  in d iv id u a l aaab sra .

11m n o s t d i f f i c u l t  p ro t le a  tha Union had to daal w ith was tha  la rg e

s e a ls  d ls a d se a ls  o f aun ic ip a l eaployess who w ra  declared redundant as

a  r a s u l t  o f  th s  c o u n c il 's  f in a n c ia l ratrsnehssent froa  1957 onwards and

in  19 7-6 in  p a r t ic u la r .  At tin e s  tha  Union Isadora tsndsd to  reg ard

d ls a i s s a l s  as  a  d ire c t  challenge to th e i r  a u th o r ity , l a  1957*6 although

in d u s t r ia l  a c tio n  assoad i s a t non t  th s  b a s ic a lly  coders to Union o f f i c i a l s

cans to  a cc e p t tha in e v i ta b i l i ty  o f redundancies, la  1956* a f t e r  lengthy

n e g o tia tio n s  w ith tha s u a id p a l  a u th o r i t ie s  tha  union achieved a  aasg in -

a l  red u c tio n  in  tha ex tan t o f rtl sat ana l a and tha a lle v ia t io n  o f  th s
k

personal hardsh ips involved .

Tha p re s tig e  o f tha Union was n o t a ffe c te d  by i t s  acceptance of 

tha  redundancies« and by 1961 i t  was ab le  to  claim , according to  one 

source, a  seabersh lp  o f a ln o a t the t o t a l i t y  o f the su a ic lp a l A frican 

labou r fo rc e .^  The fa c t  th a t  the  KLGWU in  Kakuru in h e rited  the  s t a f f  

a s s o c ia t io n 's  o rgan iza tion  any* a t  l s a a t  p a r tly *  exp lain  i t s  s tre n g th

"NK /f in a n c e  (S ta f f )  Sub-Coaaittee 3957-7* T.Wboya to  T .C .. 12 .9 .1955.

2WW, M inutes o f  Finance ( i t a f f )  fn b -C o aa ittee  nee t in g , 3 .12.1955 (Gob- 
a iso io n e r  fo r  T ^ a i Goverm ent to  T .C ., 16.12.1955 •  Attached to  the 
n e s t in g 's  agenda).

^NMA/Joint L ts f f  Council 1952- 60, KLGWU to  T.C.* 1.9*1956.

S lH V Jo in t L ta ff  council 1952- 60, KLGWU to  T.Hboys* 26.7.1956* KLUWU«s 
re p re se n ta tiv e s  to  the A frican J o in t  S ta f f  Council to  T.C.» 25.7.1953$
KLQUU to T .C ., 2.2.3960. HH/, Hjnntee of Joint Ltsff Council aeeting* 
30 .9 .1957 . KI0>/O.v/l0ni/c!sp.?/^* » » « •  Jhly 1956. KLGWUJ, ctsff 
i a a i s s a l s ?  c o u n t s  by the KLGWU, 30.7.1956? Notes of s  nesting be­

tween Union and Municipal council's officials* 7 .3 .1963. 0V 7.U /H ku/ 
d tp .2 /6 6 0 , h .L .O ., K.V.P. fispert. . op tenter 1957* pp. 3-5? 195®.

5 ln to rv iew t t .K iru b i.
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•ad e ffe c t iv e n e s s . The U nion's p o s itio n  w u fu r th e r  strengthened by tht 

in tro d u c tio n *  in  1961* o f i  chock-off system which considerably inprowad 

i t*  f in a n c e s . ' Backed tap v ide  support and encouraged by tha none con- 

d u c irs  atmosphere occssionsd tap th* approach o f independence* tha 

Onion was invo lved , throughout tha su rly  196on, in  * a a r ia s  of tm d a  

d isp u ts s  sad  hard bargaining with tha Municipal council ovar wage*, 

o th e r b e n e f i ts  and housing condi t ic o a . This t in s  tha gap batwaan tha 

a s s e r t iv e  Union and tha  d ec lin in g  uiropean-doainatad Council was a ln o st 

unbridgeaf. a . 4. Is  tb s  ; e a r ly  I96c# tha Union was also  p ressing  f o r  in -  

crsaaad  A frican ize  t i e r  of a u n id p a l  p o s t s /

Tha lsad a rsh lp  o f tha KLBW Nakuru branch was an tha who! a m i l t i -  

tr ib m l. In  i t s  e a r ly  years* a t  tha heigh t o f  tha  Laergency, th a  Kikuyu 

ware n o t forthcom ing. In 1955 both the chaim nn and sac ra ta ry  vara fron 

Nyanza and tha  tre a su re r  wan a  Ncambn/ L a te r th a t  y ea r a Kikuyu became 

the chairm an. Union leaders  appa re n tly  had so w  d i f f ic u l t i e s  in  con­

v incing  him to  take tha p o s t ,*7 from than up to  independence Kikuyu 

monopolised tha  p e s t .  Towards tha and o f the  1950* «nd 1* the  e a r ly  

1960s Kikuyu wore in  the m ajo rity  o f tha branch le a d e r s h ip /  T his 

was not su rp ris in g  sin ce  th a  Kikuyu accounted fo r  s  la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  

o f  tha municipal labou r fo rc e . The q u a lity  o f  tha leadersh ip  was high.

1MM** M inutes of a M e s a  Jo int fa to f f  C o w ell meeting t 14,9*1961.

"KM/ /F inance  ( t a f f ) ^ub-C oaaittaa 1961- 51 H jautaa of s  meeting batwaan 
KLQWU and Municipal Council* 17.1.19621 K W ^taX f C ircu la rs  1962-5* 
Trade d e p u te *  21.2.1962; Trade dispute* 26.2.196**. L ^*  29.11.1965* p .7 i  

^24.12.1963* p . l .
XLGWJF* copy of a s  unsddrssssd l a t t e r  from KLCwU* 15 .10 .1963.
MM1* M inutes of Jo in t S ta f f  C ow ell n e s tin g , 24.6.1963* Interview ! 
v .K lru b l.

W - C  * KLbbU to  K-AC* 1955.

^In terv iew s ^.Munonye.

^ in te rv iew ! W.Kirubl.



I t  included  some at the moat educated and capable A fricans l a  th e  town.

.n o th e r  w ell-o rgan ised  mad e ffe c tiv e  trade union l a  JUfcuru van the 

Railway f r lc a a  Union (BAU), la  1993 I t a  predecessor* the  Ihdlvsy 

A frican : t a f f  Union* transform ed 1  tee I f  la te  a  trade  u n io n .J l a  1996 

i t  was desc rib ed  in  an o f f i c i a l  repo rt as  a  Maoderate and healthy  

o rg a n isa tio n  whose re  la  t in s  w ith the Railway A dntn ie tra tian  a re  e x c e lle n t.*2 

In  august 1999 Dm  branch chairman showed the ex ten t o f ttalon co n tro l over

the labour fo rce  when he helped put an end to a  w ild -cat s t r ik e  by aoaa
x

fo r ty  w orkers. In Rcveeber 1999 the RAO i t s e l f  organised a s t r ik e
s

which la s te d  fo r  about two weeks. In Januaiy 196c the Union*a n a tio n a l 

general sec re ta ry *  addressing  railw ay worictrs in  Rekuru. warned th a t  

ano ther s t r i k e  s ig h t be c a l le d .^  In October-Rovember 196.?* th e re  vara 

two a t r ik e s  In  the ffcgineertng Section over a grievance ag a in s t an Jeian  

foreman. The SAU lo c a l branch threatened to spread the s t r ik e  to  the  en­

t i r e  ra ilw ay  labour fo res in  Rakuru.^

I t  uay not have bean co in c id en ta l th a t th e  two s tro n g e s t tra d e  

unions in  Rokuru, namely th e  XLGW and the RMJ* ware d ire c t  successo rs  

o f  s t a f f  a s s o c ia tio n s . Thane two unions a lso  shared the  advantage o f  

o p era tin g  w ith in  th e  framework o f  s in g le  p la c e s  o f eqploynent. O ther 

tra d e s  unifcns whose p o te n tia l  membership was sca tte re d  in  d i f f e r e n t  

w ork-places had a  acre  d i f f i c u l t  ta sk . In Fe*rua*y 1999 the Labour

1iCLU*B* 1993* p .I5 .

^ A ,  R3>a» , 1996* p .7 .

^KRA/D.C/lfcH/V^* Special Branch, Kakuru* to  Special Branch. H .V .P.,
19 .8 .1999.

SaiA /b.C /lteu/dep.2/19** R »«* November 1999.

^kRA/U.C/lRm/dep.Z/l^* W M ,  Januaiy I 960, p.3*
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O ffice r re p o rte d  that* except fo r  the KJuQUU, trade tedoalea la  k d u iu  

-•*  N* t  a  very lev  ebb". I t  was l a  tha tyear thebother trades 

-e re  e i th e r  rev ived  o r  fom ed i la rg e ly  through the i a i t i a t l v e  end 

p e ra la te n c e  o f  the n a tio n a l leadersh ip  o f the various unions, l a  the 

p re v a il in g  atmosphere of the  ~«ergency* ~ frlcaa  worker* h e s ita te d  to  

jo in  tra d e s  unions, ihey had to  be reassured th a t tvedaa unions ease 

le g a l and th a t  t ta y  had n o t h i n  to fe a r  by jo in ia g  then .' hvea when 

t h i s  was overcoat! the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved i n  organising s c a tte re d  

workers were accentuated  ly  th e  low q u a lity  o f the leadersh ip  o f  s e t  

unions i n  Nakuru." The s t ia u lu a  from the n a tio a a l lead ersh ip  was v i t a l !  

but the  lo c a l  response o fte n  f e l l  sh o rt o f th e i r  expec ta tions, la  

Itakun*! by I 960* th e re  were branches of th ir te e n  trad es  unions in  

A ddition to  the KLQWU and the  BAU.** Host o f  thea  were foxaed between 

1993 and I960 . They were on the  whole weak sad eoae can only be described 

a s  ep h eae ra l. 5 In  196l i  however! p rtg reea  was w itnessed saong hskuru’s  

tra d e  union branches.^

Inadequate evidence regarding Jfakuru'a trad es  union* readersh ip

a llow s o n ly  a  suggestion o f  a  trend in  th e i r  t r ib a l  oonpoaltion . ihe 

u r g e n c y  considerably  reduced the nuaber o f Kikuyu in  pool than  o f 

le a d e rs h ip . The vacuua c rea ted  lay th e i r  absence was f i l l e d  by

n O V ^ w lh w /d e p .fy jje ? !  h .U C ..  B.V.P. Kenort. February 1955.

2lCHA/i).. / kku/dep.2/3$?» Report on a nesting  o f  the Kenya d is t r ib u t iv e  and 
to a n e re la l  workers * Union (fllNVU)* Hikuru branch • 1 3 .1 1 .1955.

5iaU t tLlrvtta 1997. P .26 .

1*Thsj « m  a s  fallows) Ksnys D ls t r tk s t t s .  sad Cowwrclsl •foifc.rs Union* 
Lcrys : o a e s tic  and Hotel Workers Union) Ta ilors! Tent, allaakers and 
dement workers Union) TfcAWUi 1 . A. feds ra ti on o f Building and construction 
Workers Union) . hcecakem  Workmen's Union) Typographical Union of Kenya; 
K#ay* Petroleum  and O il Workers Union; Tobacco, Brewing and Bottling 
workers Union) Kenya R ational Union o f  Teahcere; Kenya C iv il • e rra n ta  
Union; Kenya Haber Mid Furniture Workers Union) Kenya zc;ineeri:^ workers 
Union.

h j l A / f > .  /Mcu/<Wp.2/8*0, . ; . X , . 0 . .  R.V.P. £  

Koveaber 1956; Ju ly ! . ugust 1957; A pril
p r i l i  Hoveaber 1955; *kqr< 

OW/U. /* n i/d e p .2 /3 $ ? i
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of o ther trib e* i as Inly Luo and Ahalnbya* The mm  process mm mlmo 

witoouni* a t  the national le v e l.1 I t  mm, however, bom thea a  aero 

f i l l in g  o f a  vacuus* Uirlag the 195£e the Hyarns tribaaM S. who foraod 

the bulk o f Nakuxu's labour force, were Ueoaiag eo n  in te rested  la  

the s t r ic t ly  urban aepecta of th e ir lives* *aoag thea the c ts u * l^  

balance between town and reserve wan reflec ted  in  a growing a tab iU sa tio a  

a t work. They showed a p a rtic u la r in te re a t la  tradee union* which wen 

perhaps the  oaly ay here of urban l i f e  in  which they achieved a  prominent 

position* Thin wan not surprising  considering th a t they dominated aany 

places o f deployment in  Kakuru sad taking i s  to account the aaane of 

tr ib a l so lid a rity  among the Luo end »t*luhya in  the town* The Kikuyu 

were able to recover th e ir  position  in  n union lik e  the KLUfcU because 

they were w ell repreeaated i s  the su o id p a i labour force, but oa the 

whole they had to grow used to diminished prominence* when the re­

s tr ic tio n s  of the -oexgency were removed, the Kikuyu theaeelvee showed 

a such keener in te re s t in  p o litics*

-uring  the Into  19>Je end early  19t»bs. ee in  the ceee o f the Kli3W(J 

and the k»U. trades unions gained confidence in  th e ir re la tio n e  with the 

eap ioy trs sad adopted a  sore forceful line* They resorted to s tr ik e  

action  on leg itim ate trade union l a enoa which were no t. however, d irec tly  

connected with wages end n a te rla l conditions* la  July 1961 the *tui»b 

advised neabera to  s trik e  i f  th e ir —8 to  replace the jy y u ^ ti th  white

June. J u ly .  Koveaoer 19551 February. Ju ly  1956* M s. 1958. p .20j
1959. p .2 2 . U U /T .t/lfau /d ep .2/15** HiJHk. June 1958* p.5* iu g u s t 1958. 
p*6{ January I96t>; • p r l l  1980. p*l*

6KIU, NT JR 1961, p*l8*



jacket M d trouser® wee n c t a » t .  They had n o t eves d reaat o f a  

• .tr ik e  when they had ra i le d  the u m  d a a n d  l a  195?- The *i*vbU de­

c la re d  s t r i k e s  because o f in s u lt in g  laaguoge used ky a  i-urcyeen su p er-
2

visor* sad because of an assault oa as . frican employee by sa Asian 

kronen.* la  epteaber 1962 the Nakuru broach of the Keaya federatica 

of Labour thrsateasd to c a ll a general strike throughout the BVP i f  

faraers la  Nolo area carried out their threat to discharge a ll th e ir
L

hikuyu eopiqyeee. l a  Ju ly  1963 the lo c a l braach of the •1‘e d e rs tlo a  

o f  B u ild ing  sad -o n e tru c tio n  Workers Uaioa west sa  f a r  a s  try in g  to  

d ic ta te  to  the  Makuru Municipal Council which co n trac to r to engage.

The Union delivered the following aoasaga to the Town Clerk i 14 I f  

you have accepted thie contractor for soy future building* please 

withdraw his acceptance and we w ill eubadt to you the neat of n prefer* 

able contractor* he would lik e  to point out that i f  our request la  ig ­

nored we w ill iepleattt our neater plam ,!>

With independence l a  night* the uncertainties end dangers of m ili­

ta n t  in d u stria l action ware greatly reduced. Moreover* trades unions 

leaders and workers envisaged theaselves playing a role l a  the national 

struggle* the eaployera forming part of the retreating colonial frost* 

la  1961- 3* when -frica n  national pollticaljlendera wore asking efforts 1 2

1U U /U .''/N u /* p .2 /l? < > . lUMt. AO* 19« i .

2t>&. 8 .12 .19^1 . * .1 7 .

'L te ,, 27. 2. 1963. p . l l  1 . 3 . 1963. p .l»  2. 3. 1963. » . l .

8 .1 2 .IVI-'* p . l .

^ ju s .  6 .7 .1 9 6 2 . p .5 .
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to  p re se n t s  re o so n slle  and responsib le  image and to  em anate# s  

saco th  t r a n s i t io n  to  independence and economic p rosperity*  they could 

no t (^ a p a th e tic a l ly  viev tb s  increasing  min e r  of s t r ik e s  ca lled  by 

tra d e s  un ions. I s  June 196?* condemning widespread s trik es*  K snyatts  

qpelled  i t  ou t c le a r ly :  "The Trade Unions* toe* esn help us c re a te  

con fidence . I f  they continue td th  th i s  s e r ie s  of s trik es*  I do n o t 

th ink  they  w il l  co n trib u te  tc  tssdf* isaoe in  th i s  country* because I  

fe e l  th e  no re  they s t r ik e  th e  sore  people t i l l  h e s ita te  in  in v e s tin g  

th e i r  nodes h e re ." 1 In Ju ly  1962 Ton Hboys* h is  s e lf  a  prominent t r a ’e 

u n io n is t*  s a id :  NWe do n o t want to remove th e  r ig h t to s tr ik e *  b u t any 

Oovernaent worth th e  nans cannot ate a  country held to  n a a o s  by anybody 

end no t to  do anything about i t . '* ' The fu tu re  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e rs  o f 

independent Kenya were a ssess in g  trad es  unions a s  p o te n tia lly  independent 

power bases* capable o f challenging  th e i r  fu tu re  a u th o rity .

In the context of the process o f  African urbanisation, the develop- 

sent of labour organization serves as one index of the pace of A frican 

stabilisation in  town sad of their coanttaeat to urtaa life . But per­

haps s more important jnds* was the development of African economic 

enterprise which, brought about the emergence of large numbers of s e lf- 

enployed i Orleans.

1'he -evtlflnaent o f African n g gno rt^ fttsna lflft -

as e a r ly  a s  the  192C* th e re  were odd up-countiy  A fricans who esse 

to  Mskuru from th e i r  reserves*  o r the  surrounding H o t r ic t  to  s s l l  a g r i­

c u l tu r a l  produce.^ The s c a le  o f th i s  trad e  was* however* very  11 mi ter?.

J.keayatta* -lurfcri;;*. iflti:i.ut l)it'.<n/>aa-. East African Publisftng

;'M s . 19 .V. 1962. » . l .  P

\ho  following account is  baaad largely on oral oeidonce. Intonriewai 
b.V/araogats* J.Kaaoajo* F.ftdlrangu* raagu* W.Hulogoli* ^.ftatcya*
b.L.0Juka* S.HJIgUthe* h.P.Getata* b.Kbote* C.wsnguhu* C.Huhuhu*
*J. OtukjQO* K.heeo.



Cftlgr toward* the and of the 19 ?t*  wort fr ican s  resid ing  in  tho town 

beginning to  toko up trod# a s  a  f u l l  tin e  occupation. Ju r ii*  tho 

19>0m A fricans began to open eating-houses, soma o f which became re* 

la t iv e ly  p rosperous. nh ile  tho vegetable carko t during those y e a rs  

wno dominated by sq u a tte rs  s o ilin g  th e i r  produce os -uadeys. th e re  wore 

( f r lc a n  re s id e n ts  o f  Nekuru who took up th is  tra d e  as s  permanent 

v en tu re , round 19^C, so f-eaployed t a i l o r s  began to appear on the  

scene and they ware followed fay s e l f - a l lo y e d  A frican ca rp en te rs .

The Second world >.'ar considerably  s tim u la ted  / f r lc a n  sconcedc 

e n te r p r is e .  The presence around Nakuru o f a  conoid arab le  number o f 

m il i ta ry  personnel and th e i r  feed l i e s  increased  the doaanri fo r  food­

s tu f f s  which A frican tra d e rs  wort eager to  supply . The bar a lso  s t in u ls ts d  

th e  development o f  two a re a s  o f  business. The read ily  av a ilab le  supply 

o f second-hand m ilita ry  v e h ic le s  encouraged j f r ic a n s  to  e n te r the  tr s n *- 

p o r t  b u s in ess . By 19^5 th e re  was an ^fx ican  working fo r  a  lo c a l school 

who owned two lo r r ie s  m d had estab lish ed  a  haulage business. / f t e r  

th e  war a  la rg e -sca le  and lu c ra tiv e  trade  i n  second-hand c lo th e s  de­

veloped which was i n i t i a l l y  fad fay M ilita ry  su rp lu ses . Hr tb s  entf of 

the  19*+Cs there  was a  prosperous ♦ f r lc a n  b u ild in g  eons true  t i  on cctpeny 

which managed to secure la rg e  Government sad Mission c o n tra c ts . In 

a d d itio n  there  were o th e r  sm all A frican b u ild i ng co n stru c to rs .

The expansion o f A frican  business in  th e  p o s t-b a r period  followed 

the g r e a t  in c rease  in  th e  .fr lca n  urban pop u la tio n  which s tim u la ted  the  

lo c a l demand. At the  aame U se  i t  re f le c te d  the growing determ ination  

o f  A fricans to share  in  the  economic boom o f  the oolony in  g en era l and 

th e town in  p a r t ic u la r .  In the e a r ly  195^* 'f r lc a n  busine^f.roi. f r  » 

d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  o f  the country invested  about * hs. $0,000 in  a  modern 

'f r lc a n  h o te l in  Jlakuru. Many branches o f  trad e  developed in  th e  l a te

— . I6 .i.l9<*5. » .U .



• 9**Cs and th e re a f te r .  general p ro r id c n a  s to re s , o f f - lic e n c e s , 

d a i r ie s ,  bu tcher-shops, charcoal s to re s ,  cycle deale rs  aad so on. 

i r t ia a n s  a ls o  expanded th e i r  trad e . The demand fo r  business lic e n c e s  

g re a t ly  exceeded the supply, end th is  c rea ted , during the 1930s and 

the  e a r ly  1960s ,  n la rg e  number o f i l l e g a l  verandah tra d e rs , f t*  even 

o f the  l e g i t ln a te  businessmen were nors then p e tty  trad e rs  1 r e la t iv e ly  

few rose to  p o s itio n s  of p ro sp e rity  eves by A frican standards.

The p r o j e c t s  o f success fo r  «fr ic a n  tro v e rs  were f a r  fro *  b r ig h t, 

la ck  o f c a p i t a l  and knowhow, a  v a rie ty  of a d ad n le tre tiv e  r e s t r i c t io n s  

and c u t th ro a t  o o sp e tltio n  from ~*lan tra d e rs ,  aade business ha carrions, 

th a t  e n e r jk g  c le a r ly  l a  th a t  i t  was mainly the Kikuyu who nanaged to 

ex p lo it ' th e  e x is tin g  o p p o rtu n itie s . African businesses in  Nekuru were 

cverw helsing ly  concentrated  in  th e i r  hands.

M g n if lc a n t ly ,th e  f i r s t  shop opened in  the la te  1920a ty  up-country 

f r ic a n e  van owned ly  a Kikuyu. *uring the 1930s soet eating-house owners 

were Kikuyu, as were so a t o f the  vegetab le  tra d e rs .  The African who 

owned e haulage business i n  19^5 was Kikuyu end the prosperous bui -Olng 

c o n s tru e tio s  cocpsny e s ta b lish e d  i n  the second h a lf  of the 196c* was 

owned by fo u r Kikuyu b ro th e rs . As e a r ly  a s  19*2, a P*C. wrote w ith  in ­

s ig h t  and huoouri " I t  has been said  th a t in  a  hundred years  t in e  the 

Kikuyu w il l  own Kenya. I x ^ g e n te d  a s  i t  nay appear a t  f i r s t  s ig h t ,  

th e re  i s  so re  *h*s a  g ra in  o f  t ru th  in  the a s s e r tio n . Incessan t ap p lica ­

tion*  pou r in to  «y o f f ic e  fo r  p lo ts  in  every  township in  the d i s t r i c t
on

p re fe ra b ly  U ’uurgon. bveiy  sm*  o f  trad e  l a  c a rrie d / o r  suggested -  

■ ilkahops, h o te ls ,  so u p -k it chess, cycle and boots r e p a ire r s ,  bare , 

tr a d e r s  l a  c l o t h l ^ ,  tra d e  goods, ch arco a l, Native pottery*  books, 

c a tc h e rs , t ra n s p o r te rs , s id d lsa e a  fo r  n a t iv e  produce, e:rpor*or« u>r 

v e g e ta b le s , c a rp en te rs , s to c k - tra d e rs  end ao on. Indeed, the  only 

tra d e s  n o t tapped a lread y  fcy th is  e n te rp r is in g  t r i b e ,  which may be



eam are ted  w ith  ce rta in ty , a re  p l a n  t a l i  tm i seder

khan so re  accurate  d a ta  beconts a v a ila b le  fro* 1947* tha p ic tu re  

l a  c lea r*  l a  the H a ta  e f  ap p lic an ts  fo r  baataeae llceacea  l a  1947*

f if ty -s e v e n  o u t of s ix ty -sev en  were Kikuyu* only five  o f the r e e t
the

le la g  Luo and ibeluhy* froa/tw o o th e r t ig  t r ib e s  l a  Hokum**' l a  1951 

e ig h ty -fo u r  o f  the ninety-five ap p lican ts  fo r  an ac ting  house were Kikuyu* 

and th i r ty - f o u r  o f the th ir ty -n in e  ap p llc aa te  fo r  a butchery were from 

th e  ease t r i b e .^  2a 1955* a t  the  heigh t o f the  batigancy* when the  

Kikuyu were under pressure* they were a t i l l  w ell ahead o f the o th e r  

t r ib e s  l a  applying fo r  cualaeaa licences* Of a l i s t  o f e ig h ^ r-e lx  

a p p lic a n ts  f o r  business l ic e n c e s  l a  th a t  year* fo rty -n in e  were Kikuyu 

and only tw enty-seven were Luo and Afcaluhya. la  1940-1* w ith  th e  

uergency r e s t r ic t io n s  l i f te d *  Kikuyu predominance aaong the a p p lic a n ts  

f o r  b u s in ess  was again  e s ta b lish e d  beyond doubt. Lorn one hundred aad 

f o r ty -e ig h t  o f one hundred and seventy a p p lic an ts  fo r  Basket s t a l l s  

v e r t  Kikuyu* only about twenty being Luo and Abnluhya*^

Another im portant index  o f  th e  Kikuyu *s doadnaat p o s it io n  in  

trad e  was the  a c tu a l ownership o f businesses In  the town* la  1944 

th i r ty - e ig h t  o f the  fo r ty  aenbere o f  the Charcoal b e lie ro  A ssociation  

ware Kikuyu* the re n a in ij^  two being iw ah ili* ^  In 195^* of one hundred 

end f i r e  Market trad ers*  eigh ty-seven  were Kikuyu* the re a l  being hyenas 1

1MIA* Hj /.R 1942* p*7*

^H V H ativ e  Location 1944-6* Buainaee A pplications 1947.

Minutes o f  Hakuru A frican Advisory <n*cil* Trades 
c o n a lt te a  nesting* 2*3.1951*

S .h .4 ,,f t,D * I.*  a p p lic an ts  fo r  busiaasa* 1953.

hlH n/t^pplici-tionu fo r Market - t a i l s  1939-61.

S .H .2*.*  3.F .*  Charcoal f e l l a r s  A sso c ia tio n 's  anibera* 24 .6 .1946.



t r i l t a w n , '  In  1951 a l l  th e  f i f ty - t ig h t  cloth#® d i t l t n  w «n Kikuyu.

-956 a  survey o f th® . f r ie o n  tra d e rs  in  Bondenl and B uns Market® 

shoved th a t  fo r ty -s ig h t  wars Kikuyu coapared w ith tw a in  Luo and tan  

r a b a .^

In  1999-60 f o r t y - f i n  o f the ap p lican ts  fo r  c e r t i f ic a te s  enabling  

f r ic a n a  to  apply fo r  loans w on Kikuyu and tv a sty  ( th ir te e n  o f  whon 

rep resen ted  one company) v e rs  Nyans® trlbesawm.^ Of the twenty-one 

t r a d e r s  app ly ing  in  1961 fo r  Qonrnmeat loans • fourteen were Kikuyu 

and sons f i n  ware Luo and Abaluhya.'* Of tha  four who received Govern­

ment loans in  tha sane y e a r  a t  la a s t  th ree were Kikuyu.^ The use o f  

c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  a  fu r th e r  in d ic a to r  o f th e  ccsparativ® in t e r e s t  

in  developing and expanding business, la  a  l i s t*  issued  in  1999* o f
7

twenty-two prominent African busineoam n in  Hakuru* f if te e n  were Kikuyu.

I t  i s  im portant to  a t te n p t  to  account fo r  t id e  s tr ik in g ly  d if f e r e n t  

response to  business o p p o rtu n itie s  o f tbs Kikuyu on the one hand and 

th e  Luo and Abaluhya on th a  o th e r . H u r lk i  dwelt on the value a ttach ed
c

to  trad e  in  the t r a d i t io n a l  p re -co lo n ia l Kikuyu so c ie ty . K a rris  and 

S one r e s t « in  t h e i r  study o f  •  H ytri Kikuyu cornual ty* emphasised the 

b asic  contaulty*  sad dot changing circumstance®, b®two«n th® p re -c o lo n ia l

* Market trad e rs#  1990. Tbs Nyansa trad e rs  were n s in ly
Afaalukya*

C lothes dealers*  1991*

'Mkn# frmraary o i a survey o i ir * ( H a l t e d  c irc u la tio n )#  wece«b®r 1996.

** KM a/ 1>*b/Mcu/dep• 2/472% ap p lic an ts  fo r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  exeaptloa# 
1999-6C. The Nyansa a p p lic a n ts  were so in ly  Luo.

^tolAA.v/Kku/dep.2/473# Hakuru d i s t r i c t  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  loans* 1961.

6KNA/K»C/Mku/d®p.2/4yi# re c e iv e rs  o f  loans# 1.4.1961.

^KN/yD.C/kkn/dep.2/^75* p ron lneat /f r ie s®  bu*ineasnen in  Hakuru, 1999.
: ix  were kyanza buaineaenen# sain  ly Luo# and ana was Arab.

fiO .H a rijk i, » H j.to r r  o f t — Ultaam *P 19i *  (M u3. U w eia, London l#£9 )t
p .175 .
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Kikuyu who traded with the neighbouring Kasai and the Kikuyu entre­

preneurs of the colonial o n . They further Myheel m l tho importance 

of the achievement orientation and the individualise in the Kikuyu 

society. On the sane linea« i t  aeana possible to avgue that n ro ^  

the Luo and Abeluhya the inherent enphaaia on the co— ml ty rather than 

the individual* and on equality rather then achievensnt* Inhibited 

in itia tiv e  in  business. Thaae argumente arc acre helpful however when 

viewed in  the wider context of aoclo»#conoaio day# lay  ante in  the re* 

spectivo trib a l reserves and whan taken in conjunction with the proctee 

and degree of urbanisation of aanbors of the varioue trib a l groups, one

should not fozgat* for examples that the Kanba* who were involved in  a
_ 2

much larger acalo trade than the Kikuyu in  the pre-colonial period* 

were faaoun during the colonial era aa askaris rather than traders.

The impact of the introduction of tho colonial rule on th# socio- 

economic fabric of Kikuyu was probably the aoat disruptive la  a ll  taqra. 

Situated in  the centra of the colony and in the hinterland of Nairobi, 

the p o litic a l and ocoaoaic hoart of tho count 17* the Kikuyu were druwn* 

nore than any othar tribe* into tho orbit of the colonial economy. In 

Kiaabu,particularly* thie reeulted in  a graving coannrcialination of 

land and agriculture end the reinforcement of the individual! a t ic  ten­

dencies in  Kikuyu society* The presence of Nairobi on their orders* 

with it s  obvious attractions* contributed no doubt* to the development 

of the Kikuyu taste for trade* la addition* land alienation in  uentral 

Province in  the early colonial era and the wool tag-off of th* Kikuyu 

reserve ty the White Highlands, preventing further expansion* greatly 

in  tenet fled the pressure of a rapidly growing population on available 

lend. Population pressure* ooupled with individual land tenure practised

i .K a rris  and A.Soneraet* friean Busjnesenen Routledge & Kegan Paul 
London 1971- pp. 2 3 -$ ti

2J.Lanphoar* "The Karba and the Northern Mrins v^aat” in  »*Grsy end
indnghan, P~»- African tra d e  OUP, London 1970 pp. 75-101.



lit p a r t s  o f hllcuyulaiid, c reated  la rg e  nunnaw o f  lan d less  Kikuyu who 

found w fu g e , in  ths e a r ly  p e rio d , sa in ly  on .uropeam faxes in  the  Write 

H ighlands, where they lived  an squat t e w ,  and in  N airobi, la  193* •  

hundred end ten  thousand Kikuyu were thought to  he liv in g  ouU ide the  

re s e rv e . In  19*6 the  fig u re  rose to  29**1** o r  nearly  30°/o o f th e  to ta l  

Kikuyu p o p u la tio n .'1

U ntil th e  -econd World War nost Kikuyu who Migrated in the 

se e s  to  have p re fe red  to  l iv e  as sq u a tte rs  on uropeen fa m e , hecai.uc 

th e re  they could preserve sons aspects of t h e i r  t ra d it io n a l way oi life #  

The town was regarded as an inconceivable place to  lead family a i e  ano 

w a r  c h i ld re n .2 It was only as la te  a s  1939 «■* f r o .  the e a r ly

19*Oa th a t  Kikuyu began flock ing  in to  Hokuru D is tr ic t* !  tom uhip* an 

in to  Hakuru Town.3 Many o f  the  Kikuyu who csne to  Hokuru during the 

19*Cs were ex-squat t a w  who had been ev ic ted  iro a  *Mte h ighlands to m :  

or  d is l ik e d  liv in g  cn then . t# m  put the p ropo rtion  of the e x -P -u a tte w

among Hakuru’a  Kikuyu in  th e  la te  19*0»* «* ftbout /o .

While i t  would be wrong to  describe the Kikuyu newcoatrs ae de- 

t r l b a l l a e d ,  many o f then c e r ta in ly  had n e ith e r  n foothold nor econoedc 

i n t e r e s t s  i n  the re se rv e . Job o p p o rtu n itie s  ouring  the *9*̂ ©* deepiw  

H okuru's economic expansion, were lim ite d , and a s  noted e a r l i e r ,  eone 

o f  the b ig g e r employers had developed a p re fe ren ce  fo r  e ^ n  eying Iqrnn.e 

tribesm en . As noted e a r l i e r  the Kikuyu, who were from the  eecono h a l f  

th s  19* o s . Nakuru*s la rg e s t  s in g le  t r i t e ,  formed only a  small p ro p o rtio n

LK.P.K.U)rrensoB,

' In terview s N.wamagata, H.H# J.K snoajo .

rliA, H akuru-H sivssha-ksvine D is t r ic t  .jxpm 1 F # i^
NDkR, 19*2, p#7l 19*3* p.8«

Interview : W.Wanagata, fi.Hbote, J.hanyoike.



of tno employed Africans In  the town* Having few roots iltewhwn 

and realising that thair only hope of proaparity and aacurity lay 

in  axploi ting what aver opportunities ware offered by the town* they 

applied themeoivoe and th a ir resources to business with detenainatloa. 

Trade was perhaps the only econosic sphere which had not been prrperly 

tapped by Africans in  Nakuru. In this respect the Kikuyu were the 

f irs t  up-country tribesmen to settle permanently in Nakuru in  laige 

numbers. (Me oust be careful* however* not to regard the 'urban ith ic ' 

or the ' - onmercial ethic' as inherent parts of Kikuyu culture* Kikuyu 

attitudes to urban life  changed only during the 19̂ s  and then la te ly  

as a result of external pressures rather than choice* The dynaadc 

nature of values end attitudes in  a situation of intensive social 

change cannot be over-emphasised. With urbanisation* Kikuyu tra in  -  

tional values may have been reinforced* However* many of the Kilayu 

traders in Nakuru were not simply the inheritors of a pre-colonial 

entrepreneurial spirit*  but rather the exploiters of a situation of 

l it t le  choice in  the struggle for a livalihood.

The ispect of colonial rule on the socio-economic aye tea of 

the Luo and Abaluhya was much leas profound* la aoat cases* land 

fc Nyansa was sore abundant than in Kikuyu land. Thera were* however* 

areas in  both Central and North Nyanca ia  which population pressure 

was very strong* It  was the inadapuate carrying capacity of lan^ in 

these areas which precipitated the aigrstion of labour into the towns 

and farms outside the reserve/ I t  was froa these areas of Bunyore*

«e above* p.

^.H .U aind., Und and PopuU tlon in  the -.csterr.. J4ptrt.cU  of Nyapg, 
Province. (*h.D» th**l«» London 196;). pp. 123-38. 296-320.
b.H.Urdnde* MNovement to Towns from Nyansa Province* Kenya"* in 
W nniantloa, la  -frican  ■ (i«n tro  of African ~tudi.»,
University of Edinburgh* Proco< of the Inaugural seminar.
5th-7th  January 1963)* pp* 23-53. N*T. Morgan and N.Kanfred lhaffer* 
Population of Konya* Penalty and D istribution (based on 19^2 population 
r?l»nsug)t OTIP.. London 19bb ppT W-20'.



H aragoli and H r i k i  i^ c a t i  ns on the Abaluhya aid* th a t Nekuru r%- 

waived ouch o f  i t *  Abaiuhya population. l a  the  Leo s id e  the over- 

popula ted  lo c a tio n s  o f  itm Lgetyra and Cion sab -trlb o n  had big co aU n - 

g e n te  in  th e  town,' o e p ite  land shortage in  p a r ts  o f Myaass Prov­

ince* the t r a d i t io n a l  communal land tenure p rev a ilin g  aoong th e  Luo 

and Abaluhgrn? ensured th a t Boat trlbeanen had warn ln ta ra e t  l a  land 

in  t h e i r  r u r a l  hones* i t  oouib have teen a considerable 7ftffpyT 

y ie ld in g  good p r o f i t s  through the labour of v ivas or r e la t iv e s  and 

a t  the o th e r  extreme i t  could have been a  — 11 piece o f land where 

one could m aintain  h is  fasd ly  a t  lo v er coat than in  the town.

* in c e  fr io aa a  were l e a  -paid  and s in ce  l i f e  in  town wan In ­

secure* i t  was worthwhile to  m aintain whatever so lid  base they had

in  the reserve*  Kany* i f  **>t moot* Kysnsa t r i b e — a kep t th e i r  v ivas 

and c h ild re n  in  the reserve* The reserve waa a  place they ©onId go 

back to  when encountering d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  the town* la  1957 vhan 

a  few hundred Ijyansa tribesm en ware la id  off*  moat o f then chose to 

re tu rn  to  the  re se rv e . Woat Nyanra t i l  be ansa* evea larce nun < r 

o f  those who bad liv ed  in  the town, fo r  a  long tiae*  belonged to t  c 

economic spheres* Money-earning in  the town was a p p ’f ^ r . '^ r /  

r a th e r  *>**" an a l te rn a t iv e  to  ru ra l  incoiaa* They re a i t ta d  money earned 

in  the town to th e i r  dependants and invested  i t  in  land o r b u ild in g s  

i n  the re se rv e .

In  te rn s  o f so c ia l  values* th i s  socio-economic interdependence 

found expression  in  a  damp aanoe of s p i r i tu a l  attachnen t to the p ace 

o f  b irth*  Hence the im portance a ttach ed  to  haring  a  house l a  th a  re ­

serve  c r  to  being buried by i t*  Under theme circumstance?! very *ny

^ .l l .C o in d o , Land and i'opuiaU ott. p .299 .

• PP ■ l 62*9 a

5a *  HuAS, 1937. P.2®.
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Luo and r alufcya could not cosmit thenselves fk l ly  to urban U f a .

-hoy re n a in ed , la  d if f e r e n t  degrees* m igrants long a f t e r  the 

Kikuyu had s e t t le d  in  the town. Nyanra trioeomen preferred low 

t u t  secu re  incoaeo fron employment to  lo n g -te rn  and hazardous i n ­

vestm ents l a  p o te n tia l ly  unfavourable co nd itions, when they d id  jo in  

the  com petition  in  business in  g re e te r  nunbere during end a f t e r  the  

Lmmrgency* the  Kikuyu tra d e rs  already held the  advantage in  te rn s  

o f  s k i l l s *  experience and resources.

in  Nakuru in  p a r t ic u la r  Kikuyu tra d e rs  had the sp ec ia l advantage 

o f  o p e ra tin g  in  tb s  nddat o f  the Kikuyu s q u a tte r  population . This 

favou rab le  economic h in te rlan d  was used fo r  the  purchase o f euch con- 

nodi t i e s  a s  a g r ic u ltu ra l  p roducts o r  charcoal* fo r  s a le  in  th e  town* 

o r  fo r  s a i l in g  esanufactured goods such as c lo th e s . At the san s  tin e  

the  Luo tra d e rs  had to  buy th e i r  f i s h  fron  Lake V ic to ria  and the Bun- 

y ore tr a d e r s  were tran sp o rtin g  th e i r  bananas sad sugar cane fro n  

th e i r  d i s te n t  ru ra l  Location. A dditionally* the Kikuyu M t i U l i u ^  

them selves during the second h a lf  o f  the 19*K* as  the la rg e s t  s in g le  

t r ib e  in  Nakuru and th i s  was c e r ta in ly  an a s s e t  to Kikuyu t r a d e r s .

The Nakuru HAAO fron  1 9 ^  t» 1955* who l a t e r  served in  the seme capac ity  

in  Kiaunu (th e  —in  Luo urban cen tre ) in s is te d *  however* th a t  the  Luo 

tr a d e r s  th e re  did  not do b e t te r  than th e i r  Kskuru co u n te rp arts  d esp ite  

t h e i r  nu sm rita l preponderance and th e i r  favourable ru ra l  li ln te r isn d .

The major o be ta e l s  facing A frican en trep ren eu rs  was lack  o f 

c a p i t a l .  Without f in a n c ia l  resources nsny businesses co llapsed  when 

fac ing  th e i r  f i r s t  c r i s e s .  The d s s is s  o f busin sss  e n te rp r is s s  '  vl a 

cocoon fe a tu re  o f  A frican  eccnosic development. I t  was a a ia ly  the 

Kikuyu who msec e f fe c t iv e ly  to have t r i e d  to  overcome th is  o b s tac le  

by forming p a rtn e rsh ip s  sad coapaniea. A Nuluhya who* during the

In te rv iew : J.M andefie ld .
1



e a r ly  193C«* f a i le d  to M l tb l i t h  h i i  Mtiiig*bovuit ascribed the success 

o f  h ie  Kikuyu co ap e titc rs  tc  the fac t th a t they had p a rtn e rs  who 

could  to g e th e r w ithstand c r is e s  s ln i l a r  to  those he hi ewe: f  had suo- 

cuabed t o . 1 In Makuru in  19^7 there  was teanyumba Keriche* Thenji 

*anyunbani and oapaay which had fo rty -n ine  Kikuyuahareholders who 

had each subscribed  ~ha. 1 % /- .2 In 1948 a  Kikuyu e x -so ld ie r  app lied  

to  the DmC Nakuru fo r  perm ission to  s e t up a  coagsmy o f  about e ig h t 

hundred sh areh o ld e rs .^  a v id  brothers* the prosperous bu ild ing  con­

s t ru c t io n  company* was s  j o in t  family e n te rp r is e .*  In 1946 th re e

prom inent Kikuyu applied  f o r  perm ission to  form s  cospany to  tak e
5over a  business a t  th a t time owned by one o f  them r The modern h&ariid 

H otel b u i l t  in  Nakuru in  1952 was a lso  s  combined tdkuyu e n te rp r is e  ia  

which peop le  from the town* the D is tr ic t  and the reserve were involved . 

By 1950 they had been ab le  to  acctxmilate no le s s  than *hs. 20*COO.*

The most am bitious Kikuyu e n te rp rise  in  th e  e a r ly  1930a wee th e  l a -  

Mumbi K igina Limited (RVP). This company* combining Kikuyu from 

n in e teen  townships in  the RVP and beyond* s e t  i t s e l f *  in  1951* a  

ta rg e t  o f  . he. 75.00C f o r  the construction* in  Nakuru* of s  b u ild ing  

co n ta in ing  four shops and e ig h t store-rooms* The sec re ta ry  and tre a su re r  

o f  the company ware prominent Nakuru Kikuyu. This e n te rp r is e  h igh­

lig h te d  th e  a d v a n c e s  Nakuru'e Kikuyu could derive froa  t h e i r  h in te r -  

land . Kskuru was a t  the centre o f a  network o f  townships and trac in g

1In terv iew ! L.Hatoys.

2KHA/D.C/iani/dep. 2/475* voepasy to L.C. * 19*9.1947. 

J5KHVB.C/Hw/dep.2A75» P . I  Keaan to L .C ., 17.4.1948.
k

In te rv iew t C* wenguhu.

^KNVB.C/lku/dep.2A75* J.Kamonjo* J.f.G .K snyua end h.Mvai to  L .C ., 
27 .1 .1948.

*KH//0.C/lW dsp.2/301t b.H.Ng'ethe to b#C#, 9.2.195C.

?N .M .2 .L .l,r .*  M nutea o f  Is-Nuobi K igina Limited meeting* 14.1.1931*
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centre* largely controlled by Kikuyu, which constituted an ln fo rm i 

Kikuyu R ift Valley "cooocn market”.

Lao froa Nakuru, on the other hand, invested aooey in  share* 

in  the Kisuam-based Luo T h rift  and Trading orpe ration. ‘ while Kikuyu 

were able to mobilise financial resources froa the R ift Valley for 

investment in  the town, Nakuru *a Lao invested capital in  a trib a l 

trading organisation which contributed lit t le  to Nakuru'a African 

economy. Lao and Abaluhya partnershipr end companies were rare.

I t  la  interesting to note that the Kikuyu whose traditional 

social structure had been severely disrupted by the colonial impact 

and whose traditional coswunal values had consequently weakened, were 

able to evolve. In  a situation of intensive social change, new forms 

of cohesion and co-operation adapted to cope with the opportunities 

presented by the modern urban economy. The Luo and the Abaluhya, on 

the other hand, with their stro lle r sense of communal coheal on, were 

less able to adapt i t  to the needs of modern economic enterprise.

Besides the general differences in attitudss to business, there 

were noticeable patterns distinguishing trib e s, or svtn sub-tribal 

groups within given tribes, froa one another. Jaong the Kikuyu, for 

example, the people from F o r t  Hall and Nyeri d istricts  were numeri­

cally more prominent in  Nakuru'a trade than the Kikuyu from Xlambu 

la  trie  t . A| the vegetable market the Klaabu people ware a very 

small m inority. At the come time eome of the aoet prosperous and 

progressive Kikuyu businessmen in Nakuru came from Kiambu. They vert 

prominent as shop-owners and hotel-keepers, for exaaqple. The prosper­

ous building construction company was owned by a Kiambu fam ily. The

"Interview! J.Cdada. C .usings, o o .c it . . pp. 93* 98-9•
128, 138-9* 213.

‘ interviewi P.Ndirangu, b.Wsamgata.



Mganini hotel was i3<o t  U M bu •ottrpriM* J«? ( C«X&rvUA who 

owned a prosperous shop and an off-licence was also from Kiaabu.

Cta the other hand, taanycf the Nyeri. and Fort-H all people were petty 

traders. The Kikuyu as a whole dominated trade llnee like vegetable* 

charcoal* second-hand clothes and hotel-keeping.

The -baluhya who controlled the banana end sugar-cane trace in  

the market ware nostly from  hunyorc Location. The benyort were* oc 

the whole* aore inclined towards trade than -aalukqra from other suo- 

txlbes. The two 4Laluhya partnerships which were foraed in Nakuru 

in  shout I9 k 9  were exclusively Bunyore. Gbe of thee cecpriscd four 

partners from  the same clan. The most prosperous Ataluhya business 

in  the late 1950s was owned ly  s Muxqrore. 1 The Luc In  the fiunicipal 

Harket were concentrated an the chicken and eggs trade' and they 

also dominated the fish trade. Luo were also prominent as artisans. 

In  1956* of the twelve Luo operating in  Bondetd end Burns harket** 

ten were artisans* six of whoa wars carpenters.' Cm the whole there 

vers mere prosperous Luo than *beluhya businessmen, la the l in t  of 

prominent African businessmen la  Nakuru* in  1959* of the seven Hyanaa 

traders* six were Luo end taly one Nuluhya.^

1 artnershlpe in  business* whan they occurred*were exclusively 

in  trn~ tribal* because trust* which wee of utmost iaportance* largely 

depended on fa m ilia rity. I t  also oecno that there was s tendency 

among customers to buy from traders belonging to their own trib e . 

However* despite this evident trib a l bias# frican trader: uc oucht

i
Interview i J.ctukho.

.ppli caste for Harket -ta ils  1959-61. chicken and egg aeUera
to T.C.* 26.9*1961*

^KKa* o f a cair^^y traders (lim ited circu la tio a )* Lemembmr
1956. '  ~

Sxiyl>.C/l%u/dep.2/^75• prominent -‘frican businessman in  Hakuru.
1959*



faced problem  which ignored trib a l boundaries. In their re la tions 

with the lo ca l authority* the ‘.dadnistretion or th e ir *siaa com* 

p e t i t  ora, there was cosnon ground for action and so ^ se u tlsa  on the 

basis of shared in te res ts  ra ther than tribal a ff i l ia tio n . The d iffe ren t 

trad e rs ' associations which developed in Nakuru from as early as 19^7* 

operated exclusively on the basis of type of business. As the Kikuyu 

doadnated the town's trade i t  was not surprising that they played 

s  proedncnt role in  such associations.

The Location Charcoal Callers Association! f i r s t  Mentioned in 

19^7* aeeas to have been the f i r s t  traders ' association in Nakuru. Is  

19W th ir ty -e ig h t of i t s  forty  nenbers ware Kikuyu; a l l  i t s  o f f ic ia ls  

ware appropriately of the sane tribe . ̂  The Association aeeas to have 

been dissolved durii*  the Knergsncy. In 1959-60* the charcoal 

s a i le rs  reorganised tbeneelvee* the Kikuyu no longer nonopolined the 

association*2 and in  1961 the chairman was fro s Tanganyika.3 Al­

though there doee not seen to have been an association of poultry 

and egg trad e rs♦ they acted collectively* fron as early as 1967* on
. it

aattero  affecting  th e ir trade.

The ta rke t traders foraed an f s s o c is t io n  in  19^8. 195° i t

was known as the Nakuru Vi^etable Traders ,association* although i t  

d e a l t  w ith  other k in d  o f narkst trade as w e ll. In 19^6-50 i t  was 

engaged in  a struggle against the Municipal by-laws which prevented 

tra d e rs  fron storing th e ir  goods in  the Market overnight. The •aoi^nuy

T l.l l  L.& L.F.* Location Charcoal te lle rs  Association to T .C ., 23.5.1997.
In 1996 i t  changed its  nape to the Nakuru African charcoal • e ilers 
Association* see Nakuru frizes Charcoal Callers - elation to H*/U» 
2 4 .6 .1 9 M J/^

^KhA/D.C/Wcu/dep.PA®?* L.P.Oetats to E.C.* 21.12.1959; K.P.Oststa to  
D C.* 7 .1 .1 9 6 c .

^NfU/.UC, Nakuru African Charcoal vellers A ssociation to HAAO* 22.12.1961.

f r i  an Location 1996-6* igg and Fowls wallers to T.C.* 23.1.1997.
N.M.* .* .!> . F.* P ou ltry  and Igge Traders to  O.W.C., 17.2.195$.

D.F.* Nakuru Vegetable Traders .oaociaticn to T.C.* 23.5.1950-
Intcrview ; P.NiH r i g i i , _________________  -



seems to  hove put an and to  th is  a sso c ia tio n  which was doalaated  

by Kikuyu a and subsequently the  aarfcat tra d e rs  sasa  to hairs d e a lt  

c o l l e c t iv e ly .  though in fo ru a lly . with th e ir  p ro b ieas. bran in  

196b - l  approaches were asde to  the lo c a l a u th o rity  o s  behalf o f  

“ l a r k e t  T raders" o r  Hc t a l l  B o lden" in  the F u n ic ip si Market. la  

1962 the lia ik e t Traders .aeocistion  was fo ra a lly  estab lished  and 

r e g is te r e d .  The Leadership o f the ie so c la tlo n  was shared between 

Kikuyu and L u o /

The iiarfcst Traders ,jse© cia tica , e lead e rsh ip  was la rg e ly  composed 

o f  uneducated o r aesi-educated  tra d e rs . They seen  a l l  to  have 

s t a r t e d  a s  p e t ty  tra d e rs , sons having r is e n  to  re la t iv e  p ro s p e r ity .

The Ifakuru A frican Traders Union, forned in  e a r ly  1953* had s  d i f f e r e n t  

c h a r a c te r .  I t  was I n i t ia te d  by the acre educated p rogressive end 

p ro sperous A frican tra d e rs ,  aeng i t s  f i r s t  o f f ic ia l s  there  were four 

Kikuyu, one Luo and one Hu s i  in .  Although the  linioc hod n s n a i l

n eab e rsh ip . i t  c la la sd  to  rep resen t the lo c a l j f r ic a n  business com­

munity an s  whole. Cne o f  i t s  f i r s t  a c tio n s  vas to p ro te s t a g a in s t  

th e  M unicipal council"a  d ecision  to  c lose  n i l  f r ic a n  shops and 

o a tin g -h o u ses  in  the town s t  7 P«&» lo r  s e c u r i ty  r e a s o n s /  In  Kerch 

1956 th e  wnion d isso lved  to  nake p lace  fo r  the  newly forned Nakuru 

and d i s t r i c t  .ifr icen  bhsnber o f coansrcc which operas * un ti l  in ­

dependence  tmd beyond. 5 > the ch an b e r'a  o r ig in a l s ix  o f f ic e r s  

th e re  se ra  four Kikuyu and two Iso* *eadernhip rttcwint.*^ .< r̂ - 

t r i b a l  w ith  the Kikuyu in c reas in g ly  p lay ing  the c e n tra l r o le ,  gain

xlfl<VV.unieipel Farkst 1939-63. The < .tall Holders to  Hsyor. .6. * . 1?6C5 
».ark«t Traders to  T.C.* 2 9 .l l .1 9 6 l .

2LeC/l<ku/.>dn/15/12/l47, Haxkst Trader* 1 c eo c ia tio n . O ffice -b eare rs .
February 1962.
Nakuru and d i s t r i c t  A frican Lhsaber o f  dosaisrcs F ile  (»UiCCF)» 
e le c te d  o ffice -b ea re rs*  23.3* !953*

SmVAAC. Hakuru - f r ic a n  Traders Union to  T.C.* 15.3*1953.

^ O ^ c c F .  sec re ta ry  to T.C.* 25.3.1956. HHA/AAC. *UACC constitu tion 1936.
I l l s  1U68* 1556.___________________________________________________



th e  a 'c w c e  o f  any rep resen t* tiro *  of the Aoeluby* trad e rs  was

n o tic e a b lo .

la  1962 the Hotel Keepers Association ess  forsed . Of i t s  s ix  

o f f ic e r s  f iv e  were Kikuyu and one was K alenjin*1 The Kenya Buaineee 

Levelapoent Society* which was estab lished  in  hokum i s  January 19^2* 

was a lso  dominated by the Kikuyu, f le e  of i t s  o f f ic e rs  were Kikuyu*

in c lu d in g  the  chairman* sec re ta ry  end treasu rer*  one was Luo* case
2

was a  Muluhya end one was a  Muslim.

I f  Hakuru African* were to cross tribal boundaries and evolve 

urban-based ties* it was likely that trades unices and business
a ss o c ia tio n s  would be two s a in  f ie ld s  in  which they would do s o .

These were two f ie ld s  which d ire c tly  e ffe c ted  th e ir  e n tc r i r  -e :> i-c im , 

p ro s p e r i ty . Operating w ithin a  coloni a l  a itu a tin n  which re le g a te d  

A fricans to  the lowest o f th ree  levels*  th e i r  only hope fo r improving 

th e i r  l o t  lay  in  th e i r  a b i l i t y  to  a c t  c o lle c tiv e ly  in  safeguard ing  

and promoting th e i r  i n u r e s t s .

To such a sso c ia tio n s  one could add the  House Owners A ssoc ia tion  

which opera ted  in  the e a r ly  1950a. I t  e le ' tod the houec-owncre re ­

p re s e n ta t iv e s  to  the  Nekuru African Advisory iouncil#  but » c c.ea-t 

with p ro  b le s s  a ffe c tin g  th ea  as lan d lo rd s . Although noat o f the  h^uffe- 

owners were dwnhilii up—country f r l c n n  were m ppaesntsd a s  w e ll.
5

In  195>2 e  Luo rep resen ted  the house-owners oa the idvinoiy oun»;il.

In  1958* a f t e r  a  period  o f  in a c tiv ity *  A frican land lo rds organiooc 

thsm eolves again* th is  t i n t  fo r  tb s  sp e c if ic  purpose o f  opposing the

M unicipal Council #s  p lane  to  demolish Bondeni L o c a tio n /

^/Mku/Adwl5/12/162* Hotel Keepers /en o cia tio n *  o ffice -b ea ra ra*  
ep tenber 1962.

2lf.t/N ku/A d^l5/12/170* Kenya Businoco Iw e lo p n en t f e i s t y  * 
n ffice -b an ra ra*  January 19&2.

^I.M .£*£.D.r.* HAwW, February* p r il 3950| April 1951| Hrfturu 
frican Advinoxy Council naeting* 25.1.1952-* (Minutes)
See below* p.
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trLctmm  a lso  organised theneelvee m  ten an ts . In  the e a r ly  

19% e th e  re s id e n ts  o f Pengani Location formed an association* 

la rg e ly  in  response to  the lo c a l a u th o rity 9 a decision  to  a llo c a te  

then a re p re se n ta tiv e  on the Advisory Council, tin e a  th e re  were no 

t r i b a l  c lu s  to  re  in  Nakuru9s  African lo ca tio n  the  a a a o d a t l  n was 

in e v ita b ly  in ta r ^ t r ib a l ."1 I t  aeacwi to  hav died out aa aooa an they 

l o s t  t h e i r  rep re sen ta tio n  z on the Advisory Council a t  the end o f  1952 
The re s id e n t*  o f Klvuablni Housing Estate p ro te s ted  c o lle c tiv e ly  

a g a in s t the  high re n ts  and poor housing co n d itio n s . In 1958* in  

response to  the Municipal Council 'a  decision  to  ra is e  r e s ts  in  i t s  

housing ee ta tee*  the  Nakuru Tenants A ssociation was forced . I t  lad  

a  campaign ag a in s t ra is in g  re n te ( but a lso  d e a l t  w ithother problem* 

a f fe c t in g  A fricans as m unicipal to n a n ts .''

The evelopasnt of..Othe r  Non-Tribal yQ ^ ta n r .. ABP .̂̂ .atiaLfi

The prominence o f  th e  Kikuyu in  most spheres o f Hakuiu9a l i f t  

was envied* i f  no t resented* by members o f  o th e r t r ib e s  in  th e  town. 

The Ifyanaa A frican Union* was an i n t e r - t r i b a l  reg ional o rg an isa tio n  

which a ire d  a t  red ress in g  the  balance between the Kikuyu and the  A frl 

cons o r ig in a tin g  froo  ^ranza Province* In fac t*  besides the  Luo*

Abaluhya a id  K ls ii  fro a  th a t  province, i t  included the  K ipaigia from 

the  K alen jin  group living in the R if t  V alley  Province. The expressed 

niran o f  the Union wore " to  deal w ith  any m atte rs  a ffe c tin g  the  p ro - 

g ree s  o f  Nyansa Africans* to  acquaint and adv ise  Ityansa A frican

K.K. P .« i in u tc a  o f  Pangani iioaldents meeting* 8 .1 .1 9 ^ -.

2i #K .S.S.D<r .*  Klvuai’i a l  dweller* to  T.C.* undated.

w/liku/ dop.2/16?• J.Hunyinyi to  D.C,* ^.9.195®» Tenants 
n seo c ia tio a  to  T.C.* 19.3.1963. la re r r ie w i H.Mwithaga* R.Kuboka.

S h e  Nyanaa A frican Union operated i s  Nekuru during 1969-53.



3 - 3 0

c o u n c il lo rs  in  the Kokuni fr icn n  dvisory ouncil on any m t t e r  

a f fe c t in g  the  p rogress or w elfare of the Nyanza fricane  l a  and round 

Nakuru." The Union tr ie d  to  pereunte tyranza A fricans to  regard 

Nakuru aa  t h e i r  hone and to  take acre i n i t i a t i v e  in  the various 

a sp e c ts  o f  i t a  l i f e ,  in  p a r t ic u la r  they encouraged Nyanra A fricans 

to  e n te r  t r a d e .  When Nyanza trad e rs  f e l t  th a t  the tr a d e r s ' r e ­

p re s e n ta tio n  on the Kekuru African dviaoxy Council was monopolised 

'ey Kikuyui they sought to  re v ise  the e x is t in g  arrangement end d iv id e  

th e  re p re se n ta tio n  between the "Kikuyu Union" and the tyyanxa / f r lc a n
p

Union. i'aced w ith s trong  Kikuyu com petition , the o th e r Major 

t r i b a l  g roups combined fo rce s  in  the b e l ie f  th a t  unity  was s tre n g th .

The fyanza A frican Union d id  not seek to  rep lace  the t r i b a l  a s s o c i­

a t io n s  o f  th e  tr ib e s  concerned. I t  was in  a  way a  fed era tio n  o f  t r i b a l  

a s s o c ia t io n s .  In a d d itio n  to the o f f ic e r s  th e  Union's c o c c itte e  

co n sta ted  o f  re p re se n ta tiv e s  of the t r i b a l  a sso c ia tio n s  o f th e  re ­

sp e c tiv e  t r ib e e .  The Union seems to  hove mainly a ttra c te d  the  more 

educated and the e s ta b lish e d  tra d e rs  o f these  tr ib e s ,  la r ly  in  1953 

the  Union showed in te r e s t  in  reserve p o l i t i c s ,  opposing s tro n g ly  a  

d e c is io n  to  rep lace  Cdede and wori ae Kynnza rep re se n ta tiv e s  in  the 

Legco because o f t l U r  p o s itio n s  h  the Kenya t f r lcan  Union's le ad e rsh ip .- ' 

oon, however, th e re  was a s trong  undercurren t among s e c to rs  of 

the  A frican  community to  g ive  expression to  the growing senme of c iv ic  

s o l id a r i ty  transcending t r i b a l  Mid reg iona l b a r r ie r s ,  i d  th i s  brought 

about th e  formation o f th e  Kakuru A frican A ssociation in  September 

1951.  H  hera lded  a more p rogressive  end a r t i c u la te  sense o f  urban

*R .b.A ., Nyanra African Union Wakuru H i e ,  constitution, undated. 
N .Jt.& .fc.P .r., NAfckB februaiy 195^1 February 1953. Interviews 
w.tfandua, d.Meoo.

^N.M. Nyanaa tra d e rs  to dviso iy  co u n cil, 21.12.1951.

bondani, Fetxuaiy 1953.



s o l i d a r i t y ,  b a s ic a lly  an e l i t e  organization, i t  afpealad p rim arily

to  educated  f r ic a n s  aad estab lished  trad e rs  alio increasing]?

regarded  them selves as  townsmen eving a lleg ian ce  to  th e i r  p laoe o f

re s id en ce  where they aaw tbafc* *v ita l in te r e s t s .  The Association t r ie d

to  evolve an ideology of "Nakurulan". noae o f  the alna and o b je c ts

o f  the A ssoc ia tion  which re f le c te d  i t  a r t  worth quoting: " l .  To

f o s te r  understanding  and f r ie n d ly  re la tio n sh ip  between aeabers o f

th e  A frican  community re s id e n t in  Nokuru w ithout d is tin c tio n  o f  tr ib e*

r e l ig ic c  and so c ia l s ta tu s .  2, To i n s t i l  in to  the sinda of th e  ^fit-

can coonunity  a  sense o f c itiz en sh ip  with a  view of encouraging tliea

to  take p r id e  and in te r e s t  in  the a f f a i r s  o f  the p lace where they

l i v e ." 1  The A ssociation aimed a t  e s ta b lish in g  i t s e l f  as the main

channel o f  coamunication between the African cowaunity and the ftu thori—

t i e s  o p e ra tin g  in  the town. They approached the D.C. req uesting  h ia

to  reg a rd  then , ra th e r  than the le ad e rs  o f the  t r ib a l  a s so c ia tio n s

a s  such* a s  rep resen ting  Nakuru A fricans. A fte r consulting th e  t r i b a l
. 2

e ld e r s  tha  D.C# declined*

C arefu l a tte n tio n  woe given to  c re a tin g  t r ib a l  balance in  the 

A sso c ia tio n 's  le ad e rsh ip . Of i t s  seven o ff ic e rs*  th e re  were tvo  Kikuyu 

two Luo* two i b&luhya and a  la s t  who had been born in  the to m  to 

p a ren t#  fpoe the Kenyan c o a s t. The chairman ■-•'ac Kikuyu* th e w e re t/u y  

Nuluhya er*  the tre a su re r  Luo."' The A ssociation mined not a t  elim in­

a tin g  th e  t r i b a l  facto r*  but ra th e r  a t  transcending i t .  H s  o ff ic e rs*  

educated A fricans and successfu l businsssmen represented  th e  two nain 

groups which were a t t r a c te d  by the ideology o f M*akuruiaH*\ !■ ths

* Nakuru African A ssociation* co n stitu tio n *

In terv iew ! L.Meso.

*Sl K .£ .4 .D .J .«  Nakuru A frican saodatioa* o ffice -h o ld ers*  23*9*19>1»



y e a r  and a half of i t s  ex istence  the <\eeecieticn b m m  te have been 

quite popular* a ttra c t in g  between Wo and th ree  hundred people to 

it s  public m eetings. 1 l ik e  o th e r associations*  the beginning of the 

^nergoncy saw I t s  demise.

The Kakuru fricar. M onm  /use e la tio n  *mm formed a s  early as 

H trch 1951. I t s  o ff ic e rs  were two fiuah ili and two Kikuyu women. That 

Swahili . ooan were involved in  a tow n-orientated asso c ia tio n  was hardly 

s u rp r is in g *  nlnce they were* almost by d e fin itio n *  town dw elle rs .

I t  is  in  tores ting* however* th a t the Kikuyu were the only up-country  

frican vo M I who were a c tiv e ly  involved. It may have reflected the 

fact that -.ikuyu women were among the f irs t to urban ise. The a la  o f 

the fcxkuru . f r ic a n  Women M eocia tion  «  *to u p l i f t  the wellbeing of 

Women'* welfare in  Nekum". I t  eeems th a t th e  asooiaUon waa some­

how linked w ith the  Kakuru African A aaoclation. I t  e lec ted  th e  women's

representatives to the Kakuru A frican Advisory Council. I t  too failed

2
to  su rv iv e  the tmexrtocy.

A fricans* d iscovert**  th e ir  urban id e n tity *  found th a t th e re  

were many f ie ld s  o f  town l i f e *  besides those d ire c tly  connected w ith 

bread and b u tte r  is su e s , in  which they could co-operate acres*  t r i b a l  

lan e# . * The v a rie ty  o f seo c ia tio n a  which sprang up in  the l a t e  19*<* 

znd th e r e a f te r  re f le c te d  a developing urban c u ltu re . Some o f t!*ca owed 

th e i r  e x is ten ce  to  the a c t iv i ty  generated  \jj the Jta tic ipa l A frican Affair* 

apartm ent* under the guidanoe o f two successive  energetic  Ha AOs from 

1943 onwards, i t  was th e  po licy  o f  th is  Dspartmeat to  oaW r mainly

Hl.M.L.&.D.f1.* NAbHB* fep teo b er. October 195*1 uguet 1952.

Hokuru African Women Association Mle* Constitution* “ i^*1* *  
I.w.Kanyua to Registrar 15.1.1956* association to j^giatrar* * 6 .5 .-9 ^ 6 . 
N ,H .S.S.D .r.*  A bccretaxy* M n ia o r j  -ounci1 * to hairna^ ^oriaory 
council* 17.3.19521 Aset. K A A O  to Kakuru African Aaaoclation. 18.11.19^1 
KAWKR, June* Ju ly . October. Ikvember* December 1951* 1952.



an
fo r  the u rban ised  fricanc  and to encourage the development o f / f r i t a n  

urban way o f  l i f e . 1

H*e f i r s t  A frican n o a-tx lo a l so c ia l a sso c ia tien  was the B r i t i s h  

Legion (* Tricon eoction) forced as early  as 19^7. I t s  s e a le rs  were 

A fricans who had served in  the B ritish  fo rces c u rli«  the beeond World 

War. They bad th e i r  ova so c ia l w elfare o ff !c o r  who tried*  fo r example« 

to  a s s i s t  members to  g»t trad in g  licences. He a lso  organised s o c ia l  

a c t iv i t i e s *  such a s  dances* fo jreabers* I t  was l a t e r - t r i b a l  in  com­

p o s it io n , the o f f ic e r s  being Kikuyu and ty sn sa  t r i  le sse n .?

The Nakuru A fr ic a n  P aren ts  A ssociation tas forsed in  January 1^*9 

w ith  the expressed a la  o f promoting the w elfare of African c h ild re n , 

hy d e f in i t io n  i t  could only count on the response of A fricsne l iv in g  

in  the town w ith th e i r  fa m ilie s , which was one index o f u rb a n isa tio n .

The founders of th e  A ssociation were again members of the emerging urban 

e l i t e .  The f i r s t  chairman was a  Luo, h is  secre taxy  •  Kikuyu and the  

t r e a s u r e r  a  Huiuhya.'^ When the a sso c ia tio n  was n r-eatabU ehsd  in  1937

emphatic was la id  upon education. <*mong the s ix  o ff ice rn  a t  th a t  tine
k

th e re  were th ree  Kikuyu* two Luo and one huiuhya.

In 19^9 end the e a r ly  1950s the  Nakuru African Dancing b lub  com­

bined re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  the d if fe re n t dancing teams, la rg e ly  tr ib a l*  

competing in  Western dancing. 5 In the e a r ly  1950* the  Nakuru F ootball 

a s so c ia tio n  which supervised the two lo c a l fo o tb a ll  leagues, was composed 

o f re p re se n ta tiv e s  of the  c o v e tin g  teams, t r i tm l and s o n - t r i  a l .  In

3 3 3

In terv iew : J.M andefield .

• .  .  V
coBmdtte. meeting.
6 .8 .1950 .

.F . ,  Minutes o f B r it is h  Legion ( f r ic a n  sec tio n ) Nakuru sub- 
19501 B r it is h  Legion welfare O ffice r to 0*

L .i * Kiautos o f Nakuru A frican P aren ts  A ssociation  inaugural 
meeting* 19*1*19M>T”~

S?.£.A , * Nakuru African Parents -n a o c ia tio n  File* c o n s ti tu tio n  and 
re g is tra tio n *  1.11.1957*

^N.M.b.3 .D .F .» Minutes o f  Nakuru A frican Dancing Ix p e rta  meeting* 12.12.19^



the e a r 'y  195C« th e re  was al»o the Kekuru -p o r ta  / e so c ia tio n . i a  the

la te  195co and the ee rly  19& * the two le n t were combined in  th e  Nakuru
2

and d i s t r i c t  F o o tb a ll and -p o rtc  A ssociation. In  the same p e rio d  

th e re  wan a la o  the Kokuru K eftrees Association.* The Hakuru / f r ic a n  

-ab a tin g  -o c io ty  formed l a  19^7 catered fo r Knglleh ^ t aking . f r ic a n a . 

I t  does n o t  aoea to  hare been very popular. The ra n a tic  and C u ltu ra l 

so c ie ty  o f  the la te  195^  and the e a r l /  19&* nor* ewcceeaful* 

np p < * ^ i - i to  the growing c i r c le  of educated - f r ic a n a  reg ard leae  o f 

th e i r  t r i b a l  o r ig in .^

The Kenya A frican Moral welfare A ssociation foraed in  19&>

a t t e s t e d  to  evolve a  new u r’nen * m ora lity " . I t  apparently  r e f le c te d

a  d ia o a tia fa c tio n *  in  none circle#* with th e  way t r ib a l  a s s o c ia tio n s

d e a lt  w ith  'i a n o r a l i ty ’'.  The Aeaociation n e t out to f ig h t a l l  forme

o f  " i o n l  degradation ' among ^fttcann  with p a r t ic u la r  re fe ren ce  -

fa a i ly  l i f e .  The o f f ic e r s  and the c o a d t te e  member* >*re predom inantly

Kikuyu b u t there  were a lso  a  few Hyansa tribesm en. l*y 19b th e  Aoaoci-

a tio n  was refused  r e g is t r a t io n  because o f f ic e r s  apparently  went

around th rea ten in g  people with le g a l proceedings i f  they fa i le d  to

6
abide by i t a  d ec is io n s .

MAMA* harch 195&» October 1951.

Va m  i>.r. HiMt— .f  a a ie M « ii.a ia * n  ^-gm* * " *1* * 1
2 .5 .1 9 5 2 . NAVgffi, p i i l t  June* Ju ly  195^1 reoruaiy* July  952.

**.«  !>.*., KAWKR, Ju ly  19% . M r u a iy  1951.

2® i,„ .fr ic a n  A f fa ir .  . .p a r tM n t .  t t n t h l r  H w ort (AAU«). Ju ljr.
or : 95 8* July 19^3.

- m , ,  AAiMR. Ju ly  195fi» N r  19591 r#t>ruai7  196c 1 - p r i l  19&!|
A pril 19^3.

V h t.S .D .f .,K rtn m i A frican Dabatlnc s o c ie ty .  ( ganda. 7 .2 .1 9 5 2 .
M inute, o f Hakuru f r i c * .  to u t in g  - o o ie t j  Mating, 6 .5 .1 9 5 -.
K. .hfl, la rc h  195°. MAE 19^7 African A ffa ir s .

January , hay, 19591 196l .  / .t- iu a iy  1963.
In te rv iew : £.Migve.

^ b . w. a . ,  m i  3 1 W . ______________________________________________ _______________



The sieeina and churches o p e ra t ic  in  lUkuru African s e c to r

ware p o te n t ia l  fo c i o f in  t e r - t r ib a l  co-operation . The f i r s t  cdeeion

to  be e s ta b lish e d  in  Nakuru by 1912-3 was the  bonne a th o lic  Mill

H il l  Gticsion. By 1927 the Church W eelonary Society (CMS) operated

in  the tow n.2 and the S alvation  ncy Mid the  eventh ley  A dventist

ciieeicnc were e e t up in  19V* and 1935 re sp ec tiv e ly .^  The Presbyterian

Church o f  Scotland (KC) operated in Nakuru by the second h a lf  o f

th e  19^Ce.i* By 1952 the Church of God had been estab lished^  end

fcy 1958 the  P en tecostal /aeeab ly  and the church of C hris t In  A frica
6

ware a ls o  a c tiv e  in  the town.

3oyoaa conversion of Africans to -h n s t ia n l t j .  the el  eel  one 

and churches caterod e d n iy  for African Christians who had (dfirtiu 

to the town. As sueh. th e ir  tr ib a l composition largely depended on 

the d is tr ib u tio n  of ni©denary spheres of influence in  Kenya. Thus 

the PCS was exclusively Kikuyu and worship was conducted in  the 

vernaculr. The followers of the ~«venth l a y  Adventists were p re- 

dcoinantly Kicii tribesm en/ The Church of God was doainatod by 

Abaluhya.® The .‘a lva tion  ray was t r i t a l ly  nix«df Aoaluhya le in r

ksa* 1912- 3 . p . 2.

2KM,it HUH 1927. p.8. 

j  uv Book. 193*. p.231 $ 1935. P-233* 

^ In te rv iew : R.H.*aeNM.

^ In te rv iew ; J.Bwaia.

M̂Ma. aaLMJR. Noveacer 195®.

In te rv iew : ft.K .»a«taa.
a

Interview: J.Bwala.



in  the m a jo rity . The ray 'a  eervicee wore conducted in  *wnhiil
1

The Luo v ert la  the m ajority in  the CHS but th e re  were a lso  KUwyw 

ndheren tn . Their language of  v o n h lp  vee Iw n h ili . ®08t  » r i ‘- 

mixed denomination *a* the Zomn C atholic, ‘

A frican  independent ohjriatian aecta  tended to  be teen  more

t r i b a l  1 / ex c lu s iv e . The Arathi* alao known aa %atu ba !•*«*» °®c t » 

in tro d u ced  to  Nakuru in  the  early  1 9 ^ « t **• exclusively  f.ik u y u .' 

ho wan th e  O ra c le  Kevival Fellowship in  f r i c a  which operated  in  

Nakuru tram  1958.** Tha i f r ic a n  la re e l M aeeeh brou8h t to  JW,un‘ 

by R yans, t r i e  cram during th .  1 9 * * . ** “•*  e<*po-d o fL u o  and 

Abaluhya. A fter independence boverer i t  o p H t in io  buc one a - ‘>i» 

5
s e c tio n s .

■ on* 0f  the European olaeione were a t t i r e  in  the ejihere of

A frican  education . They, in  fn c t ,  in troduced  .fr ican  education to 

Nakuru. Jhe K lU  H ill  K iaeiou an e a r ly  aa  1910*1 •W U »<! -or  “  p lo t  

f o r  b u ild in g  a school. 6 By 1927 th a re  ran  both e  ^  and a Ivocan 

C a th o lic  school in  Nakuru.7 H * a th o U c  school anew  f # t  to

h a r .  a e d . such p roc reus end in  1 * 1  th .  M ill H ill  * ~ i ° »  

th a t  a l l  school-age ch ild ren  ebould be s e n t to  tha r e s e m  so  th a t 

they cou ld  a tten d  achool in  th e ir  f  t r i b a l  looetion . . 8 Xh.

1 Interview * fc.Hatoyo.

" In te rv iew : R.H.»en»>ee «

'^Interview : J.Kengxtn.

S i . - .* .*  m e  2247.

" *  i r ' w  * r 9 i L i -
Jhm. H r . ’• >  w ■ *

6ieat African Protectorate 1'-aport« 1910-1  ’ p-81*

7KHa, llUAk 1927* p .8.

®KHA, Mum 15*1. pp. 16-17.
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school* « •  the  o th e r hand. mode r*m rk*ole progr***. s te a d ily  i s -  

c re ss ln t; th e  n u s te r  of the p u p ils  from eighty-n ine i s  -91* to  two 

hundred end e ig h ty  in  19*7.  U s  tu it io n  van in  accordance with the  

u u c a t i o s  r p a r to e n f s  s p l l .h u s .  ’ ^  1957 the  * n lv .tt« n  -n*r ren 

i t s  own sch o o l, which taught both ch ild ren  end ad u lts , in .95* 

i t  had th ir ty -n in e  ch ild ren  and th ree  a d u lts  in  i t s  dap school and 

fo r ty -se v e n  a d u lts  and a t*  ch ild ren  n t  i t *  evening elnnaee. in  

19M» th e  schools* evening c lssoee were c lo sed .' U ntil i W .  the  

a is s io n a ry  echools had a aooopoly o f i f r ic o n  education in  ankuru.

Ihey o ffe re d  c h ild re n , end to  n leneer e x te n t ad u lt* , the opportun ity  

to  acq u ire  perhepe the nont p o r t e n t  p r .r e -n .ie iU  fo r  c -u  

e i th in  the  urban s ta tu e  eysten . I s  19*8 the  -e c u U r - f r i c n  m m  

school took the p la c .  o f the deno«dn.UanaI sch o o l. which than

to  e x i s t ,  th e  d o n a t i o n .  concern*  thus io a t  »  i ^ o r U n t  mmree 

o f  a ttra c t io n *
I t  i e  in te re s t in g  t o  n o U  thet th e re  i a  do evidmec. a i r  

waa a f fe c te d  ly  the c o n tro v e r t  between th e  hiloyu t r a d i t io n s : le t*

the r r o te s te n t  l ie - io n *  during the in to  1920* —  1 9 > "

th e  q u estio n  o f t — Is  c i r c - c i s i o n .  which drought .b o u t t i e  likuyu  

im p e n d e n t  echoo l. novs-ent —  church At no n u g s

v a . th e re  a  Ukuyu t o d f * * *  school in  Bakun. *  though

i a  th e  surrounding u d o tr ic t .

^C.U.Koebsrg «nd J .H o ttihghs* . J t o J l W  PP* 1C6‘J i *



f r lc a n a  inlagymtlng In to  tha tcwn'o • ciw * lc  W>t"* 

a n n o  In  which to  <*fMdao thanoolwos iaproriee

o f  t h e i r  l iv e o .  Tot to the eoctent th a t U :• ** s  z

co m d tto d  to  urban U fa ,  they dUcoaaroC th a t t h a l r  w eU-haU « •»

town roel- o n ta  wn. U * a *

to  which they  -a ra  auhJacUO. - o e a l* .  th .  » —  *

hna * a .  a u th o rity  a *  * * * * « -  *m ~

rec id en t* .. The to « . e l r  l o t  «  _

r c t iv a te d  th e i r  a t t - p t .  to  o p are t. w ithin t h .  -  * *

lo c a l a u th o r i ty .



h*pt«r Thr»t

• Cf p.-KTi'-ip, tick. THI. urru.a..r:cw

a ? -  >rtgjAB o f ■ frlcm  i-.rtlc lD .tlo c  in  t^ n lc lw ii K - il i lc «

Nskuru A fricans wars only introduced to  municipal p o l i t i c s  as  

l s t a  a s  19^5. A tteapta to involve N a iro b i's  A fricans in  tha auncipal 

system  v a ra  nada a s  early  a s  1 9 ^ .  In th a t y ea r a  Nairobi European 

m unicipal c o u n c illo r  suggested th a t A fricans be given re p re se n ta tio n  

on tha M unicipal Council • Ha regarded th is  aa a  p o l i t ic a l  s a f e ty -  

va lv e  a rg u in g  th a t i t  e ig h t counteract ’’the tendency fo  sub terranean  

d is c o n te n t” , i His view. hot*ever* was not accep tsd  and Kenyan A f r ic a n s  

had to  w ait two decades before being granted rep resen ta tio n  on auncipal 

tod ies*

But the  problea o f growing d isco n ten t in  Nairobi a f te r  the f i r s t  

world War* which found expression in  the form ation of t r i b a l  and non- 

t r i b e l  p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s ' had to  be ta c k le d .? Aa ea rly  a s  1921* 

in  connection  w ith the form ation o f the Kikuyu A ssociation, an o f f ic ia l  

re p o r t po in ted  o u t th a t " the  old aachinery  o f  rep re sen ta tio n  through 

N ative Chiefs and Councils i s  not su ita b le  to  progressive urban condi­

t io n s .  la  I 9 2 h  the Kikuyu C entral . ttsoc l a t io a  demanded th a t  African
j*

re p re se n ta tiv e s  be e lec te d  to  the N airobi Municipal council* Tha 

f i r s t  I n i t i a t i v e  to  invo lve urban A fricans in  lo ca l gevem aent was taken

‘g a s
"T .P u red i, The ^ v e lo p aen t  of Organised lo l iU c e  epogg tftf. MtoSDL 

(M.A.Theaia, -OAfi. 1970). M.Parker. o p , d t , . p .l7 > .

^M .Parker, o p .c i t . , p .173 .

L
M .Parker, o p . c i t . . p .17^
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i n  N airobi by th t  vdm inietration and not by tha  Municipal Council*

In August 1926 tha j cting  Senior ondoaloner« h ijw a lf a Municipal 

c o u n c il lo r ,  su b a it  ted a ■■mmrandua to tha .o u n c ll in  which ha s ta te d ;

HI have s ta r te d  something in  the nature  o f a  Local Native Council1 

composed o f  twenty leading rep re sen ta tiv e s  o f the v illa g e  ^ l c /  who 

Beet from t in e  to tin e  and d iscuss with theL.C. and ay s e l f  n a t te r s  

connected w ith the Native V illages of Fangani and Pumwani. I  f e e l  

th a t  i f  n a tiv e  opinion can be influenced in  the  r ig h t d ire c tio n  ouch 

can be done to lap  rove the conditions of v i l la g e  l i f e ,  and th e re  i s  

no doubt th a t  tha b e t te r -c la s s  n a tiv es  a lready  g re a tly  ap p rec ia te  the 

e f f o r t  which has now been made to bring then in to  close contact w ith 

Government*"1 2 3 * * By 1929 th e re  was an Advisory passably, couponed of 

tw enty-one t r ib a l  re p re se n ta tiv e s , supervised by the Nairobi K anicipal 

*fhfcan A ffa irs  Officer* In 1931 «n > fr ic e n  advisory body, now known 

a s  the N ative Council, was composed o f twelve A fricans rep resen tin g  

t r ib e s  and re lig io n s*  This body appears to  have fa lle n  in to  d isu se  

a f t e r  1931 and in  1939 was revived aa the Advisory Council.^

In  Mombasa u n o f f ic ia l  t r i b a l  representatives were chosen to  advise  

th e  L>*C. from 1931* The Mombasa . dvisory Council was. however, con­

s t i t u t e d  only in  19^5*^ ~oon a f te r  the War N airob i’s  example waa 

emulated by sm aller towns and African adv isory  bodies were s c t  up in  

Kicumu. Cl do r e t  and Nakuru*^

W hilsthes developments can ba regarded p a r tly  as  Government's 

reponse to  post-W ar p o l i t i c a l  a g i ta t io n ,6 they were c e r ta in ly  s tro n g ly

1  Local N ative councils  were African adv isory  bodies opera ting  in  the 
reserves*

2M .Parker. Social and Political ( .0 . ) ,  p .l? 3 .

3I b i d , . p.173*

** Ib id .. p.179.

^ I b id . . pp* 180- I .

6Cee below*
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influenced Vy the changi ng client# in  the colonial Office from 19*0.

The oloRifd. .«veLop«ent end fcalfaxv Act of 19*0 marked a new departure 

in  colonial policy, lephaaie van now laid not only on the social and 

econoaic progress of the colonised but also on training than to take 

a greater part in  government. African participation in local govern- 

ncnt wan of particular importance in  the eyea of CreechaJoaee* the 

colonial secretary* in hie dispatch of 19*7 os African local government. 

I t  was predicated on the belief that experience in local government 

provided training in  democracy.1

In  th e  case o f  Kenya* the  ro le  of P h ilip  M itchell who was appointed 

Governor in  - ecember 19** van o f p a r t ic u la r  importance. M itchell re ­

je c te d  th e  v a l id i ty  of A frican nationalism  w ith i t s  growing e sp h asie  

on r a c ia l  exclusiveness and i t s  dreams o f u ltim a ta  African dom ination.

Be regarded African p o litic a l leaders ea agitators end a threat to the 

good government of the colony* The p o litica l alternative* which Mitchell 

advocated* waa the evolution of a m ulti-racial coanmlty composed of 

the three races* Africans* however* ware destined to be* fo r a long 

time to coma* junior partners in  the m ulti-racial design. M itchell's 

policy rested upon the belief that Africans in  hast and Central Africa 

were backward and uncivilised and therefore unable to take fa ll part 

in  government. Mitchell believed tfct the role of the colonial admini­

stration in  Kenya was to usher its  African wards towards c iv ilis a tio n . 

This warn to be a long economic end educational process. The Africans' 

share in  p o litic a l power was to be in accordance with the extent of 

such progress. They would be Interpreted into the colony's p o litica l 

structure at two levels. Locally the existing Local Native Councils 

would serve as training grounds for the Tlegislative Council and the

London
XJ.M.Lee* colonial development aflc Good. Government (CUP./1967)* in 
particu lar pp* *-6* 12- 32* 172-



Executive Council of the colony. In thie context one can understand 

M itch e ll 's  advice to Kenyatta to involve himself f i r s t  with h is Local 

Native Council.^

The introduction of urban African advisory councils and African

represen tation  on municipal bodies thus aimed a t f ill in g  the absence

of African p o lit ic a l  participation  a t the lower level. There were

se ttle rs*  however* who, accepted the necessity of allowing African

representation  on the Legislative Council and municipal bodies* but

held the view that for a very long time to come Africans would not
2

qualify fo r fu ll partic ipa tion . In Nairobi, Mary Parker* who con­

ducted the research in  I9V7- 8, noticed a reluctance on the p a rt of 

both Asians and Europeans to apply Government tpolicy: "I cannot escape 

the conclusion that* speaking generally* Europeans and Indians have not 

sought to fo ste r African participation  in  local a f fa i r s .•• The prime 

responsib ility  fo r th is  must be with Europeans for they have p o lit ic a l  

power and claim tha t i t  must remain with them because of th e ir  responsi­

b i l i ty  fo r African welfare."^

The Origins and Development of African Participation in  

Nakuru Municipal Politics* 19^5-1952

The involvement of Nakuru Africans in  local government in  the 

post-War years must be seen alongside population expansion and the 

growing in te re s t of the local au thorities in  th e ir administration and 

welfare. During much of the 1930s Nakuru'a African population was 

small* hardly exceeding three thousand. I t  was largely composed of

■̂C.G Rosberg and J.Nottingham* o p .c i t ,» pp. 198-207 * 216.

^M.Parker* Social and Political (C.O.), pp. 1&+-5.
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i i l i t o r a t *  tr ib e  omen who c a n  to  town a t  Migrant workers. The au tho ritiea  

o p e ra tin g  in  the tows oho wad l i t t l e  in te ra o t in  the w e ll-b e l^  

o f  the  A frican  realdente^n the town. The D.C« wan aa ln ly  concerned 

w ith  the  D is t r ic t  and had l i t t l e  con tact w ith  urban Africans whoa 

he n o ticed  only when there  was tro u b le ."  The RKB which wee a e t  up 

aa l a t e  a s  192ft and was co n tro lled  by Europeane* showed only U n ite d  

concern f o r  the tow n's A fricans. I t  was s ig n if ic a n t th a t  the a f f a i r e  

o f  the  M ean s*  the b iggest ra c ia l  coanunity i s  the tows* were handled* 

u n t i l  1967* on n p a r t t in e  basis* by the n u a ic ip a l works su p erin ten d en t.

But tb s  s i tu a t io n  was to  change during the War. Between 1956 

and 1966 NaJcuru's A frican population increased  froa 3*1% to  9*000.* 2 

This was no mere change o f  e ca le . The number o f A fricans coaad tted  

to  urban l i f e  haring ro o ts  in  the town aa employees o r  tra d e rs  in ­

creased  s te a d i ly .  There was a lso  an in c rease  in  the nuaber o f  educated 

A fricans capable o f  providing leadersh ip . During the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the 

1960a th e  a t t i tu d e  o f  th e  a u th o r it ie a  towards the African p opu la tion  

was a ls o  changing. s e t t in g  vp the  Nakuro B atire  Mixed b o a rsT ribunal in  

1966, th e  a in la tr a t io n  demonstrated a p o s i t iv e  in te r e s t  in  p rovid ing  

M e a n s  w ith basic  a a rv le s s . In connection w ith th is  c o u rt, aa assn 

e a r l ie r *  the  D.C. consulted t r i b a l  e ld e r s .^  The W© f a i t  the  need fo r  

a  f u l l - t i a e  Municipal A M e a n  A ffa irs  O ff ic e r  (M A A O ) aa e a r ly  aa  1966.

I t  was n o t u n t i l  1967, however* th a t  a  p a r t- tim e  w elfare o f f i c e r ,  

l a t e r  to  become a  fu l l - t im e  HA*0, was appo in ted . This narked a  new 

concept o f  A frican ad m in is tra tio n  in  Rnkuru. The expanding a c t iv i ty

oee above* pp.

2M.Tamarkla« o n . c j t . » p .2 38. 

^see above* p .



o f the  A frican  A ffair*  -apartm ent under the guidance of the Ha AO, 
and the  asth ltio u s  African housing schemes fro a  the la te  19tG* were 

tvo  s ig n i f ic a n t  examples o f th i s *1

The p ro v is io n  of f a c i l i t i e s  and se rv ice s  fo r  the ej^anding 

A frican  po p u la tio n  hecaae an undertak iig  of unprecedented p ro p o rtio n  

f o r  both the  NHB and the L.G. Good governs*nt denaaded th a t # .fricsa  

views be sought regarding th e i r  pro b len t and th e i r  re la tio n s  w ith Uaa 

uropean a u th o r i t ie s .  A pernsnent channel o f cosnunication between 

A fricans and the a u th o r i t ie s  bscaas e s s e n t ia l .  lb s  i n i t i a t iv e  was f i r s t  

taken in  19*0 by the L .C ., H .carpenter. I t  a t a r  ted a s  an im foraai 

n e s tin g  over a cup o f te a  to  which p ron lnen t ^ fr ic aaa  were in v ite d  jj 

th e  D.C.? J j  February 19^6 i t  was known s s  the Native Advisory v o u ac ll.

I t  c o n s is te d  o f s in  meabers o f whon there were two Kikuyu, two Luo, 

one Kuiuhya end one Swahili o f  Kikuyu o r ig in , while the  Council nor­

m ally n e t  under the chairmanship o f the L*C. i t  wee a t  le a a t one# 

convened without b in . '

According to  the L*C.*a rep o rt fo r  1 9 ^  the Council d iscussed  

s e t t e r s  o f  general i n t e r e s t '1. 1 * * 4 Ihe L.C. apparen tly  construes the 

v o u n c il as a  channel o f cossun ication  through which he could keep in  

touch w ith  the fe e lin g s  o f  A fricans in  the to m . council B ashers, however, 

n o t s a t i s f i e d  w ith general d iscus s i on s , brought up p a r t ic u la r  pro b lase  

a f fe c t in g  th e i r  d a ily  l iv e s .  The only l t e a s  on the agenda o f  the  

February 19**6 sea tin g  were the water s h o r ty *  and the  need f o r  s t r e e t  

l ig h t in g  in  the African Location. In the e a r ly  s tages o f t h e i r  involvement

1Tor n fu lle r account o f  the development of African administration 
in  Nakuru, aee Introduction above, pp.

" In te rv iew : £.P.G #tat*u

^NMA/ f r ic a n  Location 1 9 ^ -^ *  *U m tte o f  N ative advisory Council 
m eeting, lS .2 .19*^.

4WA^DA1 , 19L6, p .7 .



w ith  the European co n tro lled  ay stes , M e a n  rep re sen ta tiv e s  were 

a p p a ren tly  in te re s te d  ae in ly  in  the l^ ro v e n e a t  o f s e te r ie l  condi­

t io n s  a f fe c t in g  Location re s id e n ts . Their nodeet 1 iBenin a lso  showed 

th a t  they were s t i l l  cau tio u sly  en tering  unknown te r r i to ry .

The D.C. soon re a lis e d  th a t noat o f the pvoblese brought up a t  

m eetings were u ltim ate ly  th e  concern c f  the NMB as  the p rov ider o f  

urban s e rv ic e s . Be decided th a t  i t  was adv isab le  to convert th e  Ad­

v iso ry  Council in to  a  body w ith •  predominantly municipal c h a ra c te r .

T h is  was achieved in  19*6 when the Council cane under the guidance of 

ttie  IM S's Native f f a i r s  Coned t  tee o f which the  E.C. wee chat m a n . 1

l a  19*6 the Advisory Council 'e  con tac t w ith  the NHB was la rg e ly

through th e  D.C. who conmunlcated th e i r  req u es ts  to the  NHB end then
___ 2

rep o rte d  beck on the  NMB's d e lib e ra tio n s  cm n a t te r s  concerning A frican*.

5 oon, however* Council mashers were denanding th a t Africans be nominated 

to  the NMB to  d ire c t ly  rep resen t J fr ic e a  in te r e s t s .^  The b.C. acted  

a s  t h e i r  sp o k e e m . Cn 2®th  August 19*6 th e  D.C., seconded by a  Euro­

pean Board neither* pu t forward the follow ing re so lu tio n  to the NflB:

H£ i That the  t in e  has cone fo r  re p re se n ta tio n  on the Board by Africans* 

e sp e c ia l ly  in  view o f th e  expansion and reb u ild in g  of th« f r lc a n  loca­

tio n  In  the  n ear fu tu re , That there  be two such A frican members 

a t  p re s e n t ,  both nomine te d . £ i That the  Commissioner fo r  Local Govern­

ment be requested  to  tak e  the neceesaiy s te p s  to  in p le s m t th e  wishes 

o f  the  Board a s  sooa a s  p o sa ih ls ."  The NMB a lso  requested th e  Coastaoioner 

fo r  Local Government (CLG) to  allow  A frican governsent se rv an ts  to  s i t  * 18

" W /A f r lc a n  Location 19*6-8, Minutes o f N ative Advisory ouncil meeting,
18. 2 .19*6. Interview * tf.Uaaagata.

a
''In terview * b.Wnmngata.



on the  B o a rd .' ihe reeolutioa wu carried butfatereetij^jj the Cl£ 

turned  i t  down arguing that the '’standard* **’« of such A fr ic a *  a v a il- 

able in  Nakuru did not warrant their aoniaation an fu ll nenbera. Bin 

d ec is io n  gave rise to a heated debate oa on* of the NMB's coaaittees.

Tim co w a it te e  strongly disagreed with the CLG* claiaing th a t the 

"a tandarda" o f  African* available is Nakuru certainly q u a lif ie d  than 

fo r  f u l l  aeab erah lp .c

The a t t i tu d e  o f the CLO aeena to  have encouraged the opponents 

o f  the D .C .'a  re so lu tio n . Cn 30th October 19*»6 the HMB yaaseri a  r a n  lu t io n  

by a  n a jo r l ty  o f s ix  to  fo u r  which nodi f le d  the o r ig in a l .  I t  reaolvad 

th a t  th e  two African nocdaeae would have f i r a t  to  serve on the NMB'a 

N ative f  f a i r s  Connate# f o r  a  period of a t  l e a s t  twelve non th e . and 

only  than  could the  w onnlttee race— snrt than  fo r  considera tion  by the 

f h l l  Board." The re so lu tio n  was apparen tly  c a rrie d  w ith the support 

o f  sone e lan  s e a ts r s  who had no t been p re se n t a t  the o r ig in a l n e s tin g .^  

The o p p o sitio n  e f  the Asians revealed th e i r  apprehens io ns  regard ing  

th e i r  own p recario u s  p o s it io n  on the  Board, svea i f  Aijricaa aeabers 

vara n o t a u to a a tic n lly  to  follow th e  uiropean lead , the se re  in t r o ­

duction  o f  n  new ra c ia l  e leaeo t would d i lu te  the Asian p o s it io n . In 

a  p e rio d  whan A fricans were beginning to  e n te r  teonoaic spheres h i th e r to  

doodnatsd by Asians* t h i s  was sore than p robab le .

A fricans had, in  fa s t*  bean co-opted to  the Native A ffa ire  o a n itte e

*KNm, K lnutes o f  HUB s e a tin g , 28. 8.i<*6.

^KNa, NUB, Minutes o f N ative ’. f f a i r s  and N ative He using Development 
o a n it te e  see ting* 9 .9 .3 9 ^ «

^ 0 U f H inatea o f  KMB nee tin g . 30 .10.19^6.
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by la te  19*6. Ihe £*C, was f a r  from -Jppy th a t  h ie  o rig in a l re so lu tio n  

had been overruled* On 26th  March 19*7 he p u t forward another m otion, 

c a r r ie s  by a  m ajority  o f seven kmqpe. which re e f  f in e d  the  o r ig in a l 

ro a c lo t io a  providing fo r  f u l l  African membership on the Board. 2 The 

issue*  however, remained unresolved. The CLQ, a ttend ing  a RMB nee tin g  

in  Ju ly  19*7. now urged I t s  nenber n to  accord Africans f u l l  moaoorehip 

w ithout a  p robationary  p e rio d , as ha aow conceded th a t there were a  

c o n sid e rab le  nuaber of A fricans in  Bakuru capable of taking p a r t  in  

p u b lic  l i f e .  Be c la iaed  th a t  Nekuru was th e  oaly  m unic ipality  to  in ­

s i s t  on a  p robetionaryperlod . T, Karraway. who was to  become in  19*8 

th e  Km  chairman, in s is te d  on p reba tico  arguing th a t A frican would-be 

■ sabers were ao e tly  Junioiw cleik  type# who could not handle m unicipal 

funds and consider m unicipal problems l ik e  Europeans o r  ~ e ia a a . ' 

However, the  m ajority  view on the KMB and th e  Government*# firm  p o licy  

f in a l ly  a a t t le d  the  issu es  on 26th  Kovember 19*7 two A frican members, 

nominated by the B.C*. p a r tic ip a te d  in  a  WMB aaetlng  fo r  the  f i r s t  t i e e .  

They were J.F.G.Ksnyus, a  Kikuyu Makerere graduate  and the a o s t  edu­

cated  A frican  in  the town, and J.M uru li. a  Muluhyn clerk* Towards the 

end o f  1947 one o f  them was appointed to  th e  finance end G eneral Pur- 

poeee lo e a d tte e  (fltfPC) and the o th e r  to  the  ho ike and B aalth  Com- 

a d tte e  (WfcHC) o f the Board*

Meanwhile. A ftiean aenbera o f  the Advisory Council were beooalag 

d ia s a t ie f ie d  w ith i t*  They wanted more o f f i c i a l  recogn ition  end vinhod

^ n n u s  Report o f the C.L*o*« 19*6»

Minute# o f MKB mooting. 26.3.19*7.

'LAS. 11.7.19*7. p.131 l.S.19*7* uppleaen t -  A l e t U r  to e d ito r
H*H.K*Byagar.
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the C ouncil to  be tru ly  rep re sen ta tiv e  of the lo ca l fr ican  popu­

la t io n .  The Die t r i o  t  O ffice r h ia e e lf  reported  to  the Native f  f a i r s  

C oonittee  on 19th  February 19*7 th a t the Nakuru African <*viaory 

Council (NAAC) wan not e n t i r e ly  a a tia fa c to ry  and th a t a new one was 

being formed. In fact* the f i r s t  nesting  o f  the  newly e s ta b lish e d  

HwX van held  on th e  day the D is tr ic t  O ffice r aade h ie  re p o r t. The 

n e s tin g  co n sis ted  o f  A fricans alone* who reso lved  th a t the NAAC be 

coapoeed o f  th ree  rep reeecta tivefl o f the a a jo r  tr ib e e  end one fo r  each 

o f  the a o n l le r  t r ib e s .  These were e lec ted  a t  th a t nesting.* The KaaC 

l a  th i s  form proved to be u n sa tisfac to ry  a s  w e ll, lo a p la in ta  a g a in s t 

i t  cane o a in ly  fron  i t s  Luo nenbera who denandad the appointment o f 

a  European chalraan  to  a r b i t r a te  between th e  t r ib a l  groups. P ossib ly  

th e  Kyanza aeebere of the  NAAC* and the Luo in  p a rticu la r*  re sen ted  

the  prominence o f the Kikuyu In  the Council and thought th a t t h e i r  in ­

t e r e s t s  would be b e t te r  safeguarded by •  European chaireea .

onsequently  in  March o r A pril 19*7 the  N/.AC was again reform ed. 

This t in e  i t  included the D.C. as chairman, ten  A fricans fron  the 

town and fou r fro n  the surrounding ru ra l a re a . This was an I n te r e s t ­

ing  a t ta n p t  to In te g ra te  those ru r a l  A fricans in  the s e t t le d  arena bo 

were c lo s e ly  l i f t e d  w ith Nakuru* in to  a  s t r i c t l y  urban in s t i tu t io n .

A cord ing  to  Farker* th e  NAAC in  th is  fo n t never r e a l ly  functioned .

The s e le c t io n  o f  Nakuru*e rep re se n ta tiv e s  was unpopular and th s  ru ra l 

re p re se n ta tiv e s  never turned up to  n e s tin g s . The council n e t th ree  or 

four t in e s  but had n e i th e r  a v ice-cha irnan  nor a  sec re ta ry  end so 

agenda o r  records wars k e p t. Ctae A frican upon res ig n a tio n  suggested

3*NAf HKD, Minutes o f  N C nesting* 19 .2 .19*7. 
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reform ing the M- AC y e t a g a in - ‘

The V o u ac il wee indeed once atomic re f  erase  la  Key 19*7 and

got o f f  to  a  b e t te r  s t a r t -  The Haac*s ascber* eow r epr sasn tsd " tra c e s .
2

cn$> cymcnt end re lig io n ”.  There wee also  one rep resen ta tiv e  o f the 

A frican Location* Council ven ters  were nominated oy the b.C. f re e  

a  l i s t  o f  n ea ts  su b a it ted by the various tra d e s  sad aaeo c ia tien a  o f 

•nployeea* each o f  which had held i t s  owot e lec  U  on nee tin g . i t  i s  

in te r e s t in g  to no te  th a t there  was no t r i b a l  rep resen ta tio n  a s  each 

on the new NiAC. I t  was obviously hoped th a t  rep resen ta tio n  by 

occupation would g i r t  the Council a  bat t a r  chance* council tn:< *.irv - 

were h e ld  once a  nonth i n  pub lic  and with a  nucleus o f  ecucatec f r i*  

cans i t  was able to  conduct then according to  "the canons o f o rd inary  

debate” .  ** Parker* who a ttended  a  see  tin g  o f  the » -C  a t  th a t  period* 

was im pressed by what aha saw* the  described  i t  a s  a  " f lo u rish in g  

in s t i t u t i o n ” which had audiences o f one to  f i r e  hundred A frica n s .''

Looking back a t  th e  end of 19*7 a t  the  experience of th e  HaaC, 

the L.C . was w ell aaU afied*  He described  the  council an ‘one o f  the 

■ethods adopted by the /d a d n is tre tio n  to g iv e  A fricans an opportun ity  

o f law fu lly  expressing th e i r  thoughts and views in  p u b lic " . He viewed 

i t  as  a  p o l i t i c a l  s a fe ty  valvei ” . . .  aaay n a t te r s  dealing w ith  g rie v ­

ances* so c ia l  w elfare a t e .  ware d iscussed  which* had no such f a c i l i t i e s  

been prov ided , n ig h t have grown in to  seeds o f d iscon ten t-1 He even

H t.Parfcar. P o l i t ic a l  Bid - e e l  jj<« » • P«l8 c - 

‘ jia lig lc — probably r a f a r a  to  tha i . a h l l l  Huai 1b c o a m iity . 

\ . l arfcar. l o l l t l c a l  - Q? tCC). pp . l8 0 - l .
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ventured to  speck fo r the f r ic tu s :  "Indeed* fo r the African o f  th is  

township 19^7 has been a  good year o f u n p ara lle led  p o l i t ic a l  growth* 

an advance which he has not been alow to  apprecia te*H*

At the  end o f 19*tft the D.c, described the  Haac a s  a  u se fu l body
2

coaposed o f  om bers possessing  a f a i r ly  high standard o f educa tion . 

Turing th a t  year* the fo m o tio n  of the Trades o m it  tee  end th e  Wel­

fa re  onm ittee  were in d ic a tiv e  o f the expansion of the Council *1 a c t i ­

v i t i e s  i n  these two Bain spheres o f  in te r e s t .^  A l i s t  o f none of the 

i t e m  on th e  agendas o f the KAAc a t  th a t p e riod  daaonet*ates i t s  ex­

panding in te r e s t  and a c t iv i ty  1 "Health In sp ec to r to  ta lk  about a ) 

verandah tra d e rs  b) a c tio n  taken o r  conteogdated ag a in s t h o te ls  r e -  

overcrowdix^i re p o rt o f  the  Tradea C o m ltte e ; rep o rt o f th e  Welfare 

C o m i t  te e  1 Location roads f  and lan es ; wo#cn neabera o f th e  Advisory 

C ouncil; m arkets; dogs; p e tty  tra d e rs ; c ineas and dances; v is i t in g  

c o m it te e  fo r  the  Native C iv il H osp ital; r i s in g  co st of n e a t;  s t r e e t

l ig h t in g ;  appointment o f  a  Headnan in  charge o f  the N ative Location"

, 4and so on*

While th e re  was no t r ib a l  re p re se n ta tio n  as sud* th e re  was a 

narked imbalance in  the C o u n c il^  com position.^ Of the twenty-two 

c o u n c il lo rs  th em  warn th ir te e n  Kikuyu* f iv e  Abaluhya and fo u r Luo. 

leav ing  the  m a i l e r  t r ib e s  unrepresented . In 19*^ the Kikuyu accounted 

fo r  about *0°/o o f Hokum*a African p o p u la tio n . That th e i r  p ropo rtion  

on th e  NA/C was even h ig h e r than th a t ,  was probably due to  t h e i r  leading

HoU, KDnXt l W i  J>p. > * .

2KH . , RCAI, 19*8, * . l 8.
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p o s it io n  In  the various f ie ld s  of urban : i f e .  Tba n j o r l t y  o f 

c o u n c il lo rs  vers e i th e r  educated . fr lc a n s  fo r  the most p a r t in  c l e r i ­

c a l jo b s , o r  t r a d e r s , the so re  successfu l o f ouch aca in c r e a a l^ ly  

c o n s t i tu t in g  the lo ca l e l i te *

On 30 th  July  19^8* Ksnyusi the M ac' s  secretary*  proposed a  

new c o n s ti tu t io n  to the Council. 1 The a s in  a o tire  behind th is  aove 

*aa an undercurren t o f d ia ee tie fn o tio n  with i t s  s ta tu e  ee a  aoalna ted  

body. While candidates fo r  the HAAC had been se lec ted  fcgr the v a rio u s  

groups rep resen ted  on the  council * nomination by the D.C. was e s s e n tia l  

in  tu rn ip  then in to  c o u n c illo rs . As ouch the  Council c uld n o t c l s i a  

to  be re p re se n ta tiv e  and i t s  asabers were a lso  exposed to ch a ig es  of 

being s to o g es . Perhsps th e  ao st is p o r ta n t change envisaged ty  Xanyua 

was th en  the  d ire c t  e le c tio n  of c o u n c illo rs  by tbs groups o f people 

they were supposed to re p re se n t. In th is  way* Kanyaa c laiasd*  

c o u n c il lo rs  would be responsib le  to  th e i r  e le c to rs  who could rep lace  

then i f  they did not rep re se n t th e i r  views o r  f a i l td  to  p r fo ru  t h e i r  

d u tie s  s a t i s f a c to r i ly .  He demanded th a t th e  * d mini s t r a t i  on should 

not in te r f e r e  in  the e le c to ra l  p rocess. The eagerness to achiave re ­

p re s e n ta tiv e  s ta tu s  and to  reso w  the e t lg a s  o f nomination can probably 

be b e t t e r  understood a g a in s t tbs background o f the Kenya A frican  

U nion 's repeated  deasnda fo r  a g re a ta r  A frican  share in  the govem aent 

o f the country . Kanyua him self was a t  th a t  t ia e  the chairmsnof the 

KAV'a Nakuru branch. At a  l a t e r  stage* in  e a r ly  19^9* •  v g y n c il 's  

meeting considered "how b est to ensure th a t  the forthcoaing  Council i s  

tru ly  e le c te d " .2

"Under Konyua's propoasd c o n s ti tu tio n "  the NAAC'a com position 

would have d iffe red  fro a  th a t o f th e i r  C ouncil. There were to  be four

K ln u t.. o f  BMC —. t i n g ,  J 0. 7. 19W . 
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co u n c illo r*  each r e p re s e n t!^  the kikuyu, Luo* baluhya mA Nandi-  

►~sai t r i b a l  groups axui one to  rep resen t the C k ah ili rn—nnl t j  Three 

re p re se n ta tiv e s  wart a llo c a ta d  to tha  expanding a te  to r  o f A frican 

tra o a re  and on* to  house and p lo t  owners. ~ix councillo rs  vara  to  

ra p ra a a a t tha Major group* o f  African employees; c iv i l  servants*  

m unicipal s ta f f*  donastic  servants* Native C iv il H ospital s ta f f*

—■.km s t a f f  and tha  JUTA s ta f f*  Thara wore a lso  to bo two ra p rso sn ta tlv e s  

o f  tha  two /.fr ie s*  Locations* fiondanl and Pangaai* Tha K m ic ip s l Afri­

can W elfare O ffice r and tha ho arise a t e r  o f the  African Unicoi » ohool 

ware to  be councillo r*  ex o ffic io *  and one co u n cillo r was to  be nomin­

a ted  by the b.C. The L*C was to  re ta in  h is  chainasnahip and tha  

HkAO was to  bscoae tha v ice-chainaan .

T his was s a  in te re s t in g  attem pt to  rep resen t Nakuru A frican s  in  

th e i r  s ev e ra l ro les*  A s ig n if ic a n t  change wns the re -in tro d u c tio n  of 

t r i b a l  re p re se n ta tio n . I t  waa a reco g n itio n  of the tr ib e  s s  s  v iab le  

urban category* The M ajority  o f s e a ts  oa tb s  council* however* were 

a l lo c a te d  on the b asis  o f  s t r i c t l y  a - t r ib n l  urbon ca te g o rie s . >•* tb#

11. to; was in c reas in g ly  becoming an in to g ra l  p a r t  of the m unicipal aye te a ,  

the tendency was to view African* p rim arily  aa  townaoen*

Th* pr oposed c o n s ti tu tio n  tn s  approved Vy tho MAAb noeting  

only when tho D*C. can t h is  vote in  favour* a f te r  the A frican votes 

g p lit  eq u a lly *1 Possibly* co u n c illo rs  who were to  lo se  th e i r  s e a ts  

opposed the  c o n s ti tu tio n  although i t  had a  p rogressive  o lo a sn t i s  i t .

Tho f i r s t  Meeting o f th e  newly c o n s ti tu te d  IIA C was held on 29th A pril 

19^9# There voro two o d d itie s*  to  the -o u n c ll which d if fe re d  froc  the 

proposed c o n s ti tu tio n . The two African eoMbera o f the IWB jo ined  „ 

the KAAC* as d id  the Location S u p erin ten d en t." This c o n s ti tu tio n  was

Minutes o f N AC Meeting* >0*7.19^. 

S .h .C .S .r .F  , Minute* o f  ILUC Meeting* 29.l>*19(*9.



in  operation , with X*w changes* un til the end of 195*. Two wootn'i 

represents tives joined the Council in 19% and 195? respectively.

Xy the boginning of 19% the throe representative# of the African 

business secto r had been allocated to the hotel keepers• shop 

owners and market traders resp ec tiv e ly /

between 19**9 end 19 % there were also sons changes in  the NAaC's 

o f f ic e rs . At the end of 19^9* following Nairobi'e exaaple* the L.C. be* 

cane the Council'# presiden t' leaving the chaimenehlp to the Ml AC.

In the absence of the MAaO an ad hoc .frlcan  chaiman waa to be elected." 

This change gave the L.C, the option of not participating regularly  in 

Council neetInga, Without the coaplete records of the Council in  the 

early 19 % e i t  i s  iopossible to know whether be uoed thin option, tie 

certa in ly  did so la te r  in  the 1950s/ ince the Naac waa prim arily 

pre-cccupied with M iters con anting the local authority thus increasingly 

s econing a predominantly municipal in stitu tion*  the £>.C, (a control froa 

the ch a ir waa not e ssen tia l. Late in  19*9 an African waa o f f ic ia l ly  

appointed to the new post of Jo in t-chairm an/ In - uguat 19% the NAA( * 

acting on the advice of the MAaC* recosnended that the ^,C. el^ou^d re* 

main president* the MAAO become vice-president and an African be elected 

as chairm an/ This reccaaendati ca waa not approved for by -eptaaber 

19% the HAaO was s t i l l  chairman and an African waa appointed to the 

newly established poet o f  v ice -p res id en t/ ^-arly in  -9% the tiAAC

. i f l . U >  Minutes o f I U a C  aseUng. 29.9.19%; M U C  to chaiman,
17.3.1952.
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again took the i n i t i a t i v e ,  Guggeutii^j the appointment of an A frican 

chairman in  h i a stead* The idea was to transform  the K AC in to  a purely  

A frican  in s t i tu t io n  attended fay tha C,C. only i f  ha ao wished. The HAAO 

argued th a t  the ( ouncil wan composed of A fricana capable o f conduct in f  

i t s  nee tin g e  and business in  a  proper wanner without h ie  a s s is ta n c e  from 

the chair*  The &«C. saw no harn in  the auggeatica and endorsed i t*

The argum ents o f  the P*< • who turned i t  down a re  wortfcqaoting- " I f  

Kr. K an d efie ld 'a  Mt u \ ^  suggestion i s  implemented and th e  p a s t  of

chairman o f  the Nakuru A frican - dviaory council i s  f i l l e d  by an A frican 

i t  would g ive  r i s e  to the  in ference th a t the  progress aade fay th i s  body 

has been g re a te r  than th a t  o f  the acre advanced African d i s t r i c t  council* 

Although i t  l a  l ik e ly  th a t  normal business could be performed adequately  

under an African* occasions are bound to  a r ia #  upon which a a t to r s  of 

im portance nay coca up fo r  d iscussion  and under these circumstwi cr. 

co n sid er th a t  tha  Advisory Council should not proceed w ithout the ad­

vice and guidance o f an experienced European chairman* 1 e» th e re fo re  

unable to  agree th a t th e  Council should become a purely  A frican body 

a t  p re s e n t t in e . " 1 He apparently  deemed i t  neceasary th a t in  i t s  

func tion  as  a lin k  between Government and su b jec ts  the o u n c il should 

remain under iuropean guidance.

Regarding the e le c t io n  of councillo rs*  the Maac reso lved  on 28th  

November 19^9 th a t  "each ward to  be rep resen ted  on the Council shall 

have th e  r ig h t  to  choose i t s  own re p re se n ta tiv e  provided th a t  the  candi­

date f o r  e le c tio n  has th e  necessary q u a lif ic a t io n s ."2 In 195C o 

sp e c ia l e le c to ra l  meeting o f Nakuru tra d e rs  e lec ted  th e ir  re p re se n ta tiv e s

Xlt.H.r>.I*P*r*, Midute a  o f  HAAC meeting, 7*2*195?.

V M .tt-fc-D .r-*  Minutes o f K AC ace tin g , 2 8 .1 1 .1 9 ^*  The q u a lif ic a tio n s  
a re  n o t known. toe o f  them, a t  l e a s t ,  re fe rre d  to  leng th  o f reeiaence 
in  town* Interview : J.Njengs*



to  the IUAC*1 In  January 195* the re d d e n te  o f Panganl Location
p .

hold their own e le c to ra l  n estin g . In 1951 the Abalulya 'ee lfare
Association aet to elect ita tribal representative to the uotmeix*
al  did the other three tribe aaaociationa concerned* In 19% the
llakuru Municipal African Ltaff * onociation elected the Municipal staff 

Lrepresentative* .iaiiarly the kailvay African wtaff Union elected 
their representative in 1951.̂  The WPa staff had a special electoral 
stating poscibly under the aegis of their staff association* ̂ Other 
groups of employees which did not have staff associations also held
q>eciax electoral nestings* The woaen'e represen stives were elected la

71952 at Meetings of the Nakuru African »onec Association*
Participation in the recorded electoral Meetings ranged froa 

twenty at the baluhya Welfare Association̂  Meeting ̂ to one hundred 
and seventy-five at the traders* Meeting* Low participation taa not 
surprising in a population largely ccrapooed of nigrant .orkwrs* Ihese 
Migrant workers* unccncdtted to urban life* could hardly have been 
expected to  take a keen interest in an urban institution which anyhow 
had fev powers* I t  is significant. In this respect* that the traders* 
electoral Meeting was the best attended* The traders fta* *<ore vm,U\

Vll*&.ft«2>.r.« Minutes of *AAC, IW K nesting* 21.4.1950.

*TTM. S*L.i).T** Minutes o f  Pangani re s id e n ts  nesting* 8*1*1952.

A.W.A. to  HAAC* l8 .1 2 .l9 5 1 .

V m.£*S.F., Minutes o f  Kskuru Municipal A frican - t a f f  -e a o c ia tio u  
Meeting, 19.3.1950.

*F.* Railway A frican t t a f f  Union to  Maac» 2.1*1952.

V h*S*S L.f*., HAAC, S ecre tary  to ^halraan* 5.3 .1952.

7M.H * £ .i \L .r .*  *AACt Sec ro ta ry  to  Chairman* 17.3.1952.

election Meeting ©f the A*W,a, could have leto a coincuttee mooting 
of the Association which clained to represent the entire Abeluhya 
population In the town*



in te r s  a t s  in  the town and besides the N 9C could reco«Mnd tr a d e r s  

fo r  l ic e n c e s  and o th e r b e n e f its .

The in tro d u c tio n  o f  the new c o n s ti tu tio n  in  19V) brought soae 

changes in  the C o uncil's  t r i b a l  cooposition . On the council in  19^9 

th e re  were nine Kikuyu, s ix  Luo, four Abaluhya, one K ipsigia-U aaai 

and two i v a h i l i ,  one o f whoa was o f Kikuyu o rig in . In 1951 th e re  -e re  

eleven Kikuyu, f iv e  Luo, th ree  ibaluhye, one Nandi-K ipsigis ■»<* oM  

S w ah ili. In  January 1952 th e re  were nine Kikuyu, eeven Luo, two 

/baluhya* one Mkaaba and one N andi-K ipsigis. There had leen a  drop in  

the  Kikuyu rep re sen ta tio n  on the one hand and on the o ther an in c rease  

in  th a f’ o f the Nysnza t r i b e s ,  i-aoag the Nyanas, the Abeluhya legged 

behind th e  Xuo although they were wore populous in  the town.

The c o n s ti tu tio n , g iv ing  groups of employees seven o f the fourteen  

n o n - tr ib a l  s e a ts ,  favoured the  Nyanza tr ib e sa e n , the n a jo r ity  o f Nakuru'a 

labour fo rc e . In 19 9̂ th e re  were four Luo, two Kikuyu and one HUuhya 

c o u n c illo rs  rep resen tin g  esp loyaes. In 1951 there  were two Luo, two 

Kikuyu, two r baluhya and one Wtaaba and in  1952 ^  lao , two Kikuyu 

and one Huluhya.

The choice o f candidate* i s  th i*  s e c to r .  however, « u  n o t always 

t r i b a l .  In  1950-1 th* p radoa inan tly  N jtnz*  railw ay woik*ra e lec te d  tha 

Kikuyu chairman o f  t h e i r  a t a f f  a sso c ia tio n  as th a ir  c o u n c illo r . Iha 

NHB s t a f f  demonstrated a  f a i r  d ia tr i tw tlo n  ty  a la e t in ,  a Luo, a  lu luhya 

and a  Kikuyu in  19*9, 1951 end 5 952 re sp e c tiv e ly . In  1951 »»<* 1952 

the c i v i l  se rv an ts  e le c te d  a tkafflba vhoo* t r i b e  foraed a a r a i i  ninodty 

in  Nokuru. The KTa was represen ted  ty  U»o and ..balutgra a l te r n a te ly .

The h o s p ita l  s t a f f ,  on tha  o th er hand, had a  Luo re p re se n ta tiv e  throu*b-

out th e  p e rio d .

The Kikuyu controlled the traders' representation, i s  feet, s 

non-Kikuyu rep re Dented then only once, in  19V). This gsve r i s e  tc



c o sp le in ts  froo ftyanza tra d e rs  about t r ib a l  b ias in  tba t r a d a r s ' 

e le c to ra l  o a t t in g s . Ryanra trad e rs  denended a f a i r a r  t r ib a l  d la tr iU * - 

tlo n  o f tba  th raa  tr a d e r s ' s e a ts . Tba p la in  fa e t was th a t tba Kikuyu* 

who accounted fo r  tba v a s t M ajority o f A frican tradars*  ax h ib itad  

a sanae o f  t r i b a l  s o l id a r i ty .  7ha Kikuyu a lso  con tro lled  tba wonan's 

a a a ts .

In  19^9- 52, n eu te rs  o f tba aaaa on tba whola to bars  bad

h igher educa tiona l q u a lif ic a tio n s  than any of th a ir  p r td tc sa so ro .

This l a  perhaps explained ty tba f a c t  th a t fr ican  eaployeea tended to 

• l a c t  educe tad c la rk a  aa th a i r  re p re se n ta tiv e s  aa did tba t r i b a l  a sso c i­

a tio n s  and tba re s id e n ts  o f tba Locations, education was in c re a s in g ly  

becoaing the Boat s ig n if ic a n t  c h a ra c te r is t ic  of tbs lo ca l urban e l i t e .  

Tba trad e rs*  however* continued to e le c t  ccu n c illo ra  with l i t t l e  or 

no form al education . There ears  o f course few A frican f u l l - t i n s  

tra d e rs  who had fo m a l education in  th ia  p e rio d .

Formal education was soon to  bacons a  p re re q u is ite  fo r  aenbersh ip  

o f the  N AC. In A pril 1952 tba Council reso lved  to  change th e  language 

o f i t s  p roceed ings fron  -w ah ili to  !* g lla h . The *>Uon put forward by 

tba HA 0 read as  fo lio*# ; MI  consider i t  necessary th a t a l l  councii 

nee t in g s  in  fu tu re  should be conducted in  Engl i sh in  order tc  affo rd  

l fr ican o  the opportun ity  e f  p ra c tis in g  debate in  th is  language* which 

i s  tba ana normally used in  bodies coop r i s in g  r. frorc d iffe re n t

ra c e s ."2 Thus the HUC was conceived aa  a  tra in in g  ground fo r  p a r t i ­

c ip a tio n  in  tba co lo n y 's  n u l t i - r a c ia l  in a t i tu t io n a .  That the n o tice  

was c a r r ie d  by a  n a jo r i ty  of twelve v o te s  to e igh t in  a co u n cil with 

a  s u b s ta n tia l  educated a a jo r i ty  was h a rd ly  su rp ris in g . 71-l* ic i: r*

eo abova* p.

2,



had t  ry im portant r e s u l t s .  f i r s t » uneducated African# wart than  to  

ba excluded da fac to  from fu tu re  Councils. econd, there  was a  sharp  

decrease  in  the in te r e s t  shewn by the African public  In  the VAAC's 

M eetings. Whereas in  19%  up to 55° and in  1951 up to  25° A fricans 

a tten d ed  the  Council nestings* in  Ju ly  19% only eighteen bothered 

to  cone* s o s t  o f  when wars thenaeives c o u n c il lo rs . '

cu rin g  the period 19J*9-52 the MAAC consolidated  i t s  p o s it io n  

so  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f Makuru .fricano Y ie-t-v ffl the AdMlnl s t r a t i  on and 

the  NHB. I t  was to  the l a t t e r  tlm t the o u n d l  increasing ly  addressed 

i t s e l f .  A frican w elfare . African trade* A frican housing and eo on 

ware th e  doaain o f the NMB* which was resp o n sib le  fo r the w ell-be ing  

o f  the  toun*s i f r ic a n  re s id e n ts . The KaaC’s  ro le  wee la rg e ly  th a t  o f 

communication, tran sm ittin g  to  the NKB the grievances and w ishes of 

the  A frican  p u b lic . The c o u n c illo rs  thensslves* e lsc tsd  by wards* acted 

as  channels o f coaouni ca tio n  between the g ra s s -ro o ts  and the  KAAC.

The K-w -C, Modelling i t s e l f  «  the MKB operated a t  two le v e ls .  

H a tte rs  ware f i r s t  discussed by th e  C ouncil’s  cocsd ttees. In 19;*9 

the fin a n c e  and General Purposes C o aa ittee  jo ined the  Trades C o rn itte e  

and th e  S ocia l Welfare C oanittee to  free  the  NAac f re e  I t e  in c reas in g  

volume o f  business. In 1951 the Trades ow nittoc ,■ nvr ny t  t. » »  j 

estab.l thed  toxics and H ealths u o w d ttee . The Council i t s e l f  took up 

the co flnd ttees ' d ec is io n s  turning then* i f  approved* in to  recomnen lo tions 

subm itted to  the KMB through i U  Native A ffa irs  osM ittes (MAC)* which 

soon oecaae la rg e ly  redundant as a  r e s u l t  o f  the expansion o f the 

scope. 2 The MAC became a  Mere channel o f coaeunication between the 

MAAt and the M K fl, to a  la rg e  ex ten t lo s in g  i t s  i n i t i a t i v e .

25*

^ .H .A .f .D .F .*  MAWW A pril 19%t Kerch* i p r i l .  May* Juae* Ju ly  1951|
Ju ly  1952.

muK 1950» p .20.



VI

The cakneos o f the N .AC w ithin the eu n ic ip a l ijrfttM  was th a t  i t  

mm only an a d v is o r  body. >1 though in  19% an o f f ic ia l  repo rt claimed 

th a t  tha  NKB accorded the " g re a te s t sympathy" to  the HAAC*a r e -  

coaBendations* ‘ i t  did n o t aI m j i  » c t  upon to es  promptly and in  

c a s ts  tu m ad  then down on bucgvting grounds. Ih ia  in ev itab ly  caused 

f r u s t r a t io n  fo r  Council m b e r a /  In  November 19% tha NA*t requested  

perm ission  fro a  th e  NKB to  undertake c e r ta in  a in o r executive re sp o n si­

b i l i t i e s  connected with th e  A frican A ffa irs  J e p s r ts e n t 'e  s o c ia l  a c t i ­

v i t i e s . 5 There l a  no evidence th a t even th ese  mi note r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  

were d e le c te d . On the o th e r  hand* in  19% the  council a tte n p to -  to 

e x e r t s t r i c t e r  co n tro l over the NKB*e executive powers in  n a t te r s  con­

cern ing  n fr ic a n s . I t  nought to review the *»»thly s ta t  ^  n tu  c 1 venue 

and Expenditure o f  the N ative T rust fund which la rgely  financed the 

a c t i v i t i e s  o f the  A frican A ffa irs  A sp artsen t.1* /g a in  i t  l a  n o t known 

whether th i s  was g ran ted .

Although the  MAAC d e a lt  la rg e ly  w ith m atters re la tin g  to  the NKB, 

i t  was a lso  used as a  p la t f o m  to  a i r  g rievances connected w ith the 

vario u s  ad m in is tra tiv e  agencies opera ting  in  the town, ihe -t m »  asked 

to  answer to  a lle g a tio n s  o f  n a ltra n tn a n t o f  / f r ic a n a  during a  p o llen  

r r i d . 5 Tha Medical O ff ic e r  was in v ite d  to answer questions sad l i s t e n  

to  com plaint a regard ing  the  running o f th a  Native v iv il  Hospito-.  -a

1M ± -

interview* J .  Hands f i e ld .

.» . / .*  M lnutt o f  * AC —o tiag . ?‘* .U . ’950.

V h a.i. ».?♦♦ IWAC. Mlmit— o f t W  —* t l « .  19.7.19JO.

J.6 .191* .  P.U«

S t.M .ii.t.D .f.. IHnuU. of *aac —o tiag . 27.5*19^9-



•  re so lu tio nthe  p resence  of the ebour O fficer the ouncil passed 

exp reccing  d is s a t is f a c t io n  with the inadequate increase  in  the  U n l a w  

wage f o r  N akuru / The su b jec t of African education was o ften  discussed  

in  C ouncil m eetings.

In  many ways the N AC had f u l f i l le d  the  ro le  o r ig in a lly  envisaged 

fo r  i t  by the  European a u th o r i t ie s * * nanc y comaunicating the wishes 

and g riev an ces  o f the A fricans to  the au th o ritie s*  Over tine*  however* 

th e  Council developed a  moaontua o f i t s  own* taki ng in i t i a t i v e s  aired 

a t  changii^* a t  the lo c a l level* the  p o a itlo n  o f Africans w ith in  the 

M unicipal ayatea . In 19**9 and 1931 the  *AAC requested tha t A fricans ba 

appoin ted  to  the lo ca l P r ie s  Control Li canning Board* the T ransport 

L icensing  Board and the Liquor Licensing Board* bodies from which f r i ­

cans were excluded . 2 In  th i s  the Council was represen ting  th e  A frican 

tra d e rs  who resented  the f a c t  th a t these im portant bodies which d ire c t ly  

a ffe c te d  th e i r  M aterial w ell-being were aonopoiised by luropeana and

a ia n s . These req u ests  were not granted .

They went fu r th e r  than that* whan as ea rly  aa 19*»9 a p roposal was 

tab led  in  consdttee  req u estin g  an in crease  in  the nuabwr o f  A fricans 

on the  TO© free  two to  s ix .  I f  the  HAAC was destined to remain a  pure ly  

adviaoxy body* the  only way to g e t r id  o f  vfrican au n ic ip a l inpoten e 

vaa to  increase th e ir  s tre n g th  on the NHB. Had th is  been g ran ted , the 

/.uropean a a jo r ity *  o f f i c i a l  and u n o ff ic ia l*  would have been tr iu n e !  

to  one* /a ia n a  and A fricans p o te n tia lly  forming s  block o f nine Boer- 

members. The KAAO re je c te d  the proposaland according to  the  a in u tea  o f 

the m eeting h is  exp lanation  was -accepted*’ by the c o a a itte e  which did 

not pursue the a a t t e r  f u r t h e r /  The A frican  oenbera of th e  ItUG r e w i n

1KKA/L.C/Hku/dep.cV3a6* &.U0.* R.V.P. Sepoxt* August
195&t p .U .

*AAC. K inuttfl-Of m eeting. M .1 9 5 H
FfcO.P.C. see t in g . 11 .1 1 .1 9 ^*  ^5«7.1931»

• HAaC, m inutes of JfW.P.C. meeting* 1 1 .1 1 .19^9»



unable to  i n s i s t  upon th e i r  demands, and were completely dependent on 

the  g o o d -v tl o f  the  a u th o r i t ie s .

Theme a u th o r i t ie s ' however, vers determined th a t they should s e t 

the pace o f  A frican p o l i t i c a l  advance, t in e a  the road to  f e l l  f r lc a a  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the  a u l t l - r a d a l  cyateo waa very long* th e re  waa no 

need to  rush.So long was i t  that* when in  ^952 Rakuru'a f i r s t  ? nyor 

conjured up a v is io n  o f Hakuru f i f ty  years  ahead* he took -uropean 

cuprcaaey in  the to m  fo r  g r a n te d /  A fricans were expected to  p lay  

the  r o le  assigned to  thea  and not to Jusqp the gun.

The MaaC a lso  Bade e f fo r te  to  e e ta b lla h  contact with the f r i  an 

Members o f  Legco, The f i r s t  s tep  waa to send thea copies o f the  idnu tea  

o f Ha/C v o t in g s . 2 Subsequently* in  Ju ly  1951. the Council in v ite d  th e  

Member fo r  R ift Valley Ihrorince to  address i t *  n e ttin g . This meeting 

passed a  re so lu tio n  c a l l in g  fo r th e  non ination  of ona A frican to  re ­

p re se n t the s e t t le d  a re a s  in  Legco, the then Masher fo r the RVx b 

re p re se n t the land v o lt  a only . The aigunent was th a t "thousands of 

f r l c s a s  hast no c e n tra l  a u th o rity  to which they can bring th e i r  g riev ­

ances excepting towns, where Advisory C ouncils e x i s t / ’ The urban 

co u n c il thus took upon i t s e l f  the re p re se n ta tio n  o f aouatto ra  l iv in g  

in  the  tow n's h in te r la n d . The sane meeting a lso  demanded th a t  education 

fo r  s q u a tte rs  be considered .''

Thus while accep ting  the  l im ita t io n s  o f operating w ith in  the 

cyetoa* the  H* >C t r ie d  to  rep resen t Wokuru Afrlcanaover a wide range 

o f  i s s u e s ,  The HAAC*a unw illingness to ccn fino  I t s e l f  to  an advisory 

ro le  be p a r tly  Mpl*l*A(S ty  the fa c t  th a t  o f the . oadlng 

c o u n c illo rs  were a lso  a c tiv e ly  invclved^Ln the  Konya ‘fr ic a n  vRAU)

"In te rv iew : M.H,Har4jr.

?N H . /  .f i . r , t BaaC* Minutes of lltO.P.C. nee 

hum * 20.7.1951* *.1« 23.7.1951* p .5 .

ting* 19.1.1951
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Kftfgrua* th e  s e c t  prominent member o f the IUaC* moo u n t i l  1JJG the 

lo c a l ch a lraaa  o f KAU. £ . N ao , is., P. Cists U» ft. dholla* «.Rondvm 

end B.K.Kjuml were eleo prominent KAO leeuere  in  lekevm. As KAO 

len d ers  they  were involved in  a  p a rty  which challenged the leg itim acy  

e f  c o lo n ia l  ru le .  I t  mm  not always •m o  fo r  them to  adhere 

s t r i c t l y  to  the d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t ic a l  frane o f  reference of th e  MAAC.

Thun i t  was Adholla who propoaad to  in crease  the  number e f  A frican 

menbera o f the HI® fron two to  a l l  in  I t  wan ^ d h a l la p j i l i

who a t  th e  HAAC'a meeting w ith the Member fo r  the BVPt a ttack ed  th« 

p o l i t i c a l  p r in c ip le  which condemned the A frican a a jo r ity  to  a  minor 

voice in  Legco.

There were no changes in  the le v e l o f  African rep remen t a t  lo r  

OB the HMB between 19*9 end 1952. The*-* waa •  d is t in c t  e e .se  o f f ru s tr a ­

tion in  b e i *  an in s ig n if ic a n t  a in o r lty  In  •  Uiropean-dominated Board.

In 1951 when the A frican W® M ahers dared to  support an A s ia , a c tio n  

c a l l in g  fo r  a review of the  B eard 's c o n s ti tu tio n  (p r c a H y  hoping 

th a t A frican  re p re se n ta tio n  would a leo  be considered) they bad to  l i a t e a  

te  a " le c tu re "  which v iv id ly  l l lu e tn te d  th e  h u n ilia tic g  experiences 

which f r ie s *  Board nedbers had to  undergo. Hardy, the B oard 's  deputy- 

ch a iraan . reminded the fr lcan a  th a t  they were "a backMrd p eop le , 

who a re  cuing supported by the s e c t  p o l i t i c a l ly  natu re  and to le ra n t  

race o f  people which e x i s t s  i n  the e n t i r e  world to -day ."  he urged 

theta n o t to  try  to  run before they could walk, nor walk befo re  they

could craw l.2 a  favoured s e t t l e r  metaphor.

but A fricans who sought to  in c re a se  th e ir  re p re sen ta tio n

on the  N M B  had the dem ocratic arguaant on th e i r  e id e i they r e p r e s e n t e d  

the overvhelalag  a a jo r i ty  o f Hekuru’n p o p u la tio n , la  19*9 the  Mft.10

">eo below, pp.

' i~ ,i 5.9.1951* P«5.
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produced * counter^-argunent explaining to A frica* c o w i l l c r e  

th a t  re p re se n ta tio n  on lo ca  bodlaa should n o t be ra c ia l ly  p ro p e rtio n -  

aU « b u t ra th e r  baaad oa t h e i r  ra  la  t i r e  co n trib u tio n  to  tb e o u n id p a l 

t re a su ry . Two j f r i r a n  WMB oaabara, be claimed* represented a  *hreiy 

f a i r ” p ro p o rtio n . 1 This use* in c id e n ta lly , the m m  argument wldeh 

was l a t e r  unsuccessfu lly  deployed by th en sisn s  when they sought to  

review th e  B oard 's c o n s ti tu tio n .^  la  1951* when the H«UC ag a in  r e -  

queeted th a t  A frican re p re sen ta tio n  oa the  HUB should be increased* 

the  B o ard 's  deputy-chairman to ld  c o u n c illo rs  th a t he thought th a t  

the Board would n o t agree to  i t  a t  th a t s ta g e | in  d(*ition , i t  ou.d 

no t be "sound p ra c t ic e " . Again the rep o rt e ta  ted th a t the IMiC 

"accep ted" th is  p o in t o f  view end th a t counci Iorf> w id  th a t t.iey 

were "v e iy  happy” to continue with th e ir  two sewbers.^

The councillors*  however, expressed th e i r  wish th a t Naac menbera 

be t m ined in  municipal vortc. The most th a t  the KKB was prepared to 

agree to  was th a t two A frican advisory co u n cillo r*  be allowed to  

p a r t ic ip a te  a t  the  B oard 's c o s s i t te e  m eetings se  observe re . I t  was 

o rig ina lly  decided th a t  they would take no p e r t  ia  d iscussion  and would 

be naked to  withdrew should c o n stttee  members so wish. I t  was ev ertu - 

s l ly  conceded* however* th a t they would be p e m it te d ,  a t  th e  le v i ta t io n  

of the  committee chainm n. to  arte questions and express t h e i r  views. 

They were not* however, to  have a  v o te . T his arrangement was to  operate  

for s  p e rio d  o f s ix  months and then be review ed.

Hl.h .6.1/.JT.* H/»AC, Minutes e f  F1G.P m eeting, 11. U .19^9.

2hAB* 18.2.1950* P.2» 3*9* 1951* P*5.

tjr^* 2. ? .1951 • P«2.
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Th* * t  o  A frican BfHB aeabere seen to have s t r i c t l y  confineA 

th eo ee lv es  to  n a t te ra  a f fe c t in g  the A frican popu la tion . Cn no 

occasion  wore they recorded aa haring expressed th e ir  r is e s  or n a t te r s  

n o t d i r e c t ly  re la te d  to  th e  w elfare o f the African p opu la tion . They 

regarded  th en ee lree  p rim arily  as rep resen ts  t i r e s  of the MAAC| th e i r  

cn in  du ty  was to  ensure th a t  Council re  co m enus tin s  were p roperly  

c o n sid e red . In son* cases they had to prose the NKB fo r  the in p ie a en ta -  

t io n  o f  approved recoanendationa. 1 They t r i e d  to  defend A frican in ­

to  re  u ta  bu t were u ltim a te ly  dependent on th e  uircpean m ajo rity .

European support was fo rthcoaing  on nany s n a il  issu es  connected with 

th e  improvement o f  s e r r ic e a  and an en itiea  when such requ ired  no money 

ra is e d  f ro a  r a te s .  Gto nore im portant is su e s  3 ike  delaying th e  demoli­

tio n  o f Bondeni Location* the growing o f g ra in  crops on the M unicipal 

fc>hapb»a o r the re r le v  o f  the question o f i f r lc a n  re p re se n ta tio n  on 

th e  Board* they rece ired  no support froa -awopeen Board r^,r,.iera.

A frican  Board members discovered th a t  on c e r ta in  is su e s  and in  

p u r s u i t  o f African in te r e s t s  a llia n c e s  w ith the  Asian aeabere were 

n e ce ssa ry . The slans* involved in  th e ir  own s tru g g le  a g a in s t the Euro­

pean m ajority* app recia ted  the advantage o f  having support from aeabere 

o f a d i f f e r e n t  r a c ia l  coanunity . Thus ia ia n  and A frican Board B eaters 

combined, in  193C, in  opposition  to  the in tro d u c tio n  o f new Overcrowding 

By-laws, although the  worst overcrowding was in  the A frican a rea  of 

the town, the KKB intended to  deploy these  by-laws ag a in s t th e  Asian 

coanunity* Kanyua, however* rep resen ting  the  views o f  the A frican 

Beard meabers* opposed the  by-laws in  p r in c ip le s  M I th ink  i t  i s  

in c o r re c t  to  pass  a  by-law which we o u rse lv es  w ill be the b ig g e s t

KNu, Klim ten of Kl‘*ii* meeting, 9*3* 19^9*

*W1a* NBiB* minutes of JP.C# m eeting, 19»^«19^9| 23»5,19^9«



o ffen d e rs  g a i n s t . "  Cb th a t  occaaioB only, the siaiw  J r t  an 

a l l ia n c e  took advantage o f low -uropean attendance ane was ab le  to  

te a p o ra r i ly  delay the ap p lica tio n  of the by-lava . 1 »hen an s i  an 

p u t forw ard.ixi the m m  y e a r , an a lte rn a t iv e  proposal to  a l le v ia te  ev er- 

crowding in  the town, he was seconded ly an / f r ic a n  board eea^er. 

in  1951 *ben an attem pt was aado fcy Boartl net-o r;, !--

icpoce Bore s tr in g e n t conditto*  on the is su e  of licencee fo r  . f r i c e n  

and 1 u ia n  tea-shops, the n « b « ra  o f the two o o w ititia s lw ra le a d  fouiw! 

th en ae lv es  n a tu ra l a l l i a . . 5 . «si«  in  1 * 9  t h .  f r i e s  r ~ a i» a d  « • *  

su p p o rt in  th a i r  opposition  to  t to  p ro h ib itio n  of t to  e u lU T .U o a  of

g ra in  c ro p -  on a u n ic ip a i * - * •  t h .  and o f 10 2  —  p r o ^ .

e n t Nakuru ^ a n e  nade a  e e a tu r . o f p o U U c a l support to tbo .f r ic a n .

organism* a racially ch*i " d W *  iD

which i.enyotta's counaal, P r i t t .  and hia collaaguaa, qpoka. 5

fha ailianea batwaan .frican* and laiant on tbe Board wae. bo 

eT<ir, far iro n  f i » .  Thar, vara iaporUnt i — .  whar. th. Utaraata 

o f tha  two racial c o w u n iU .a  vara sharply o p p o ^ .  -h a w -  Afilcana 

were p re ss in g  fo r  t to  axpanalon of trada. th. elans, in e“ —

blocked sch w a  d.aignad to  advar.co frican buaincoa. w i n *  tha. as

a th r e a t  to th a i r  otei p o s i t io n . 6 A ! • — —H —•  ta **  o f —•* — **••

th. repeated African ds«nd for t to  «*o»al of th. ni- cr- r., , r i .

fron  t h .  didst of tto Africa. Location.7 to t to  - 4 or i w .  of « « -

50 .5 .19 5c . p .5 l 8 . 6 . 1951 . P*1 ?*

- m .. 6 .6 .19 5c . p .5 .

5sA£, 9-5.1951. P«6.

W .  NMB. Minutes o f n c . p . t .  — tin * . I6. I . I 9A9.

. ..Y„ , - k l T  Hews. 1 9 .li.L 9 5 2 . P .8.

^ in te rv iew ; J.K andefield#
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re p re se n ta tio n  on the a  a rd , the Asians' a t t i tu d e  ve* no t. In  nun, 

d i f f e r e n t  fren  th a t  of the >4axv»peana.i nhen the question  of 

A frican  o b ssrv ers  a t  Board co ssd ttee  see tin g s  m u  brought up l a  1951* 

the s e n io r  «ian n e a te r . <dr. < hsh, paid l ip - s e rv ic s  to  the f r lc a n s , 

saying th a t  hoard aeabera had a reeponni i l i t y  to the  fr icen *  " to  aae 

th a t they  were f i t t e d  fo r  the teak  of lo c a l government aa ouch an 

p o ss ib le  end s s  soon as p o ss ib le '^  la  p ra c t ic e , however, he showed 

no ay tape thy fo r the basic  frican  deoanu fo r  increased re p re sen ta tio n  

on th e  Board. At the sane sea ting  when Asian and / fr ic a n  Board aesbers 

voted to g e th e r fo r  a  review  of the Board's c o n s ti tu tio n . h r ,  . hah 

evoked th e  p r in c ip le  o f  rep resen ta tio n  according to  ra te s  p a id  by each 

coasuni ty . . ince r a te s  were paid on p ro p e rty . tM s  could only  have 

se sn t a  reduction  in  A frican rep re se n ta tio n , in a d d itio n , o f  course. 

Ksian iv^ard members had jo ined hands with sons uropesn mem hero in  

19^7 to  delay f a l l  A frican rep resen ta tio n  on the It KB. While valuing 

p o te n t ia l  f r ic a n  su pport. Asians re a lis e d  th a t any su b s ta n tia l in ­

c rease  in  African rep re sen ta tio n  th rea tened  th e ir  own p o s it io n .

There were Europeans on the KMB who regarded / f r ic a n  c o o p e ra tio n  

w ith the  e lan s  as a b e tra y a l, ucplain ing  in  re tro sp ec t h is  " le c tu re "  

to  the  .fr ican  Board nesbere  who supported the  s ian  motion, the then 

deputy-chairnan  sa id : "1  wss very f ru s tra te d  because i t  ssened th a t 

the / f r lc a n s  d id  not understand what was being done fo r then and th a t

they wars not try ing  to  nova in  the d ire c t io n  of the way o f  l i f e  w
k

thought was r ig h t  fo r  th en ."

XK . ) u k t r .  i a il t ic a J . m e   ̂o c ta l  (00) .  pp . l8 > 8 . n f r r t u t  to  M iro U . 
l a r k e r  docs n o t d i f f e r e n t ia te  between European and Asian a t t i tu d e s  
towards th is  p r  b ien .

2 .7 .1951 . p .2 .

. 5.9.1951* p .5 .

Interview a k .H .hardy .



e  ̂ tin *  o f the Hekuru frlcsA  ■■■ y l s p g  i-cun ti? . ■ iV - - r.'U.

The p o l i t i c a l  r io ie  in  Kenya which culminated in  the d e c la ra tio n  

o f the S ta ta  o f s-oeigency in  October 195*1 waa bound to  have an a f fa c t  

on the n a tu re  and development of African p a r tic ip a tio n  in  lo c a l  go*«m - 

o en t. In  i t a  campaign ag a in a t p o l i t ic a l  opposition  and aubrarmion, 

Government put forward co-operation  and "lcQrnliao" aa the po l t i  r. 

and id e o lo g ic a l a l te rn a t iv e s . 2 I t  vaa n a t u r a l  fo r Government to  t *7 

to uso the HAAC fo r  the propagation o f  "loynJiam" and to  p re se n t I t  

as  one a l te rn a t iv e  to p o l i t i c a l  opposititss. following '-•k esrao  i - 

tio n  o f  T.Mfcotela. the nodernt* ex-KAU v ice -p re s id en t and th e  v ice - 

chairman o f  the Nairobi ..fr iean  /dv iao iy  Council in  la ta  1952. the 

B .c. quoted a famous epeech mat ty  H botelm ,shortly before h ie  death , 

a t  a  HaAC meetings "Therefore l e t  ua each ehlne in  our own l i t t l e  eorner 

tovarda c rea tin g  a b a t te r  atnoaphare and towards a l e t t e r  Kenya.

Adding h io  ovn in te rp re ta t io n  tha D.C. aa ld t "Thaaa ware sim ple . but 

brave words fro a  a  brave nan, and a warning to  a l l  thooe nioguicco man 

who im agine they can win the ninda and bodies o f o th e rs  by v io 'co  -o 

and th r e a t s ,  th a t  always th a i r  path  w ill be blocked hy people who vnlua 

frw d o n  o f thought and speech."5 In January WSJ tha  Koyor o f  Nakuru. 

who came, fo r  tha f i r s t  Una. to  an N AC M a tin g , congra tu lated  co u n c illo rs  

on t h a i r  good work and promised tha  ft. 1 1  co-operation  o f the then !.. kura 

M unicipal Council (HHC).** Cn tha occaaion o f tha coronation  o f the <?uesn 

a  sp e c ia l HAAC meeting waa convened to  approve the lo y a l 'dd reen  vtdeh 

iB tc r  a l i a  sa id : "The members o f  tha IWcuru African dvimory ‘

1:a a  below, pp. 

f o t  below, pp.

5H . H . . . i . b . r . ,  Minutes of HAAC m eeting, a8.11.1952. 

S o u .  M nutea o f HAAC m eeting. JO.1.1955.



p re sen t our moot loyal and hustle  duty to four fe jo a ty  , . . " 1 in  

R cvaabtr 195? the D*C. organised a  recep tion  fo r  the M aC meuberm 

u n d er  the  auspices of tha Mjoro . e t t le r u  A ssocia tion .?

Tha s p i r i t  o f " lo y a lla a "  was a lao  re f le c te d in  tha c o i^ o a itio c  o f 

tha Nr i t  bacana in c reas in g ly  c le a r  th a t  there van no p lace  in  tha

N. AC fo r people who wore not abso lu tely  lo y a l to tha U nrernaent. In 

thia r e a p e d  1953 yoa a  y ear of tra n s itio n *  Four co u n c illo rs  ware 

detained during th a t y ea r fo r  a lleged  nesbersh ip  of Hau Hau. Ifcree 

of then ware Kikuyu sod o a t Luo* and two o f  than wars a lso  eu n ic ip a l 

councillors. In 195*»» a t  le a s t  th ree of the  four Kikuyu adv iso ry  

councillors were leading  Hlo y a lis ts "  in the  town. In  th a t y e a r  ano ther 

Luo noaber of the N.iAu was detained fo r a lle g e d  Membership o f hau Hsu. 

In 195^-7 a ll the Kikuyu neabera o f the then General Ward council ware 

leading " lo y a l is ts "  an d /o r Torch>>earers. When in  1956* Kanyua* the 

prominent " lo y a lis t" !  was suspected of having been a Hau Hau oesber 

in tha d is ta n t  past* be was prevented by the  h*w. from standing  for 

tha General aard ouncil e lec tion*  " lo y a lty ” was a lao  a  p re re q u is i te  

fo r  tha nomination o f Kikuyu as Municipal co u n c illo rs .

I t  was no t enough 1 however* Merely to  impart "Icyalias" within 

tha KaaC* I t  was more convincing to show .f r ic a n s  th a t p o l i t i c a l  

co-operation was a v ia b le  and worthwhile a l  te rn s  tiva* th a t where so 

"fu tile "  p o l i t i c a l  opposition  lad to v io lence  and s e lf -d e s tru c t io n , 

p o lit ic a l p artic ip a tio n  brought about p eacefu l p rogress. I t  was thus 

essential fo r  Government to  prove th a t  the  was asking progress ana

K>U* Minutes o f NAfc: sp ec ia l seating* 19.5 .1953.

£W ,  Minutes o f  NAAC sea tin g ! 27.11.1953.

3KNa , Nakuru D is tr ic t  g g m  Ove r  R eport. 1956. HcEnte# to  Dowaon. p .7



th a t  A frican  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  tha Kakuru >miclpal cunc 11 (RK.) 

wan In c reas in g .

in c a  tharc  was no in ten tio n  o f changii*  tha advisory n a tu ra  of 

tha HA / : t tha  main cause o f African f ru s tr a t io n ,  a w e ll- tr ie d  aethod 

o f Bhoving progress van by changing tha council «e c o n s t i tu t io n . ceoro- 

in g iy , towards tha end o f  June 1952* tha R approved a new c c a a ti tu t io n . 

Tha n a in  re fe r*  was tha in troduction  of rep ren an ta tian  ty  geogrqtilcal 

wards in s te a d  o f rep raaen ta tion  by ln ta ra n t  groups. Tha town was to ba 

d iv ided  in to  s ix  wards represented on tha S aac by seven c o u n c illo rs  (on# 

la rg e  ward van to  ba r ep re sented by two c o u n c illo rs ) , ccording to tb s  

Maao th a  a la  o f tha new c o n s titu tio n  was to  encourage p u b lic -s p ir i te d  

n fr ic a n s  to  rep resen t breeder-based in te r e s t s .  I t  was intended to  ba 

a t r a in in g  fo r African* in  serving on c e n tra l and lo ca l government 

bodies* in  which a constituency  aye taw was p ra c tise d .

In ad d itio n  to th a  ward rep resen ta tiv es*  however* th e re  was to  

ba an ecus I nusber o f ex o f f ic io  c o u n c i l lo r s . ' The t f r l  can—nominated 

m unicipal co u n cillo rs  wars a lso  to  be aeabers of tha HA AC. The e x is t ­

ing U AC committees vara  abolished and two new ones* tha stand ing
2

Committee and tha < oanunity fenageaent C cw dttee  took th e i r  p lace .

A p ress  rep o rt sunning up tha  proposed c o n stitu tio n  s ta te d  th a t 

" th a  new co n a titu tio n  w ill  th e re fo re  have an u n o ff ic ia l m a jo rity " ."

The t ru th  was th a t in  te rn s  of re p re se n ta tio n  tha new c o n a titu tio n  

marked a s tep  backwards. 'Whereas tha eoaad tteea had e lec te d  M ajo ritie s , 

th i s  was not to  ba tha case with th a  p len ary  council. Thera ware seven

'Ih e y  were a s  fo llow s: Tha JbUG* tha Town ing inoer o r h is  nominee, 
tha  hoadfluuitar of tho *.fri«an Union sch o o l, the African Medical 
O fficer*  tha A frican senior P o lice  Inspector* an / f r lc a n  labour 
O ff ic e r  and an A frican health  Inspector*

Z.J ~ . 1.7.1952* p .5 .
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e lec ted  u n o f f ic ia l  c o u n c il lo rs  seven o f f ic ia l  co u n cillo rs  and the 

th ree  * tr ic a n  municipal cou n cillo rs  who ware the D.C.*a nominee©.

In a d d i t io n • the Ha*C p res id en t was the and in  h ie  sbaeace h ie  

d u tie s  v e re  to b# discharged by a deputy nominated by h is . In the 

p rev ious (c u n c il the v a s t m ajority of the co u n c illo rs  had bean a l ac ted . 

The in tro d u c tio n  o f rep resen ta tio n  on a broad oasis was hard ly  conpen- 

nation  f o r  turning the NAC in to  a  body dominated by a  needneted 

e e jo r i ty  la rg e ly  cospo&ed o f government o r  municipal esp loyees.

In . e p te s te r  1952 a  new progressive e iesen t was added to  the 

c o n s ti tu tio n !  namely e le c tio n  by se c re t b a l lo t .  According to  the HaAO 

the aim o f th is  innovation  was Mto try  and educate the pecple fo r  the 

eye tern” . ’Traiitog fo r  the aye tee" had oecome a su b s titu te  f o r  actual
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  i t .  African© seen to have regarded the b a llo t-b o x  

ae a  more Important in tro d u c tio n  than ward re p re se n ta ti  n . A fte r the 

e le c t io n  had taken p lace  Kanyua sa id ! "The e le c tio n , having been 

su c c e ss fu l!  s e t an example to  Kenya and th e  whole world th a t  an A frican

does n o t fe a r  the b a l lo t  box ..."" '

Kanyua a lso  regarded the reformed Council as ’ a big d ep artu re  

fro a  t r i b a l  a s s o c ia tio n s ."  In the f i r s t  p lace  t r ib a l  re p re se n ta tiv e s  

as ouch had oeen e lim in a ted , econdly, w hile the se c re t b a l lo t  did no t 

ru le  o u t voting on t r i b a l  l in e s ,  i t  enabled those who had r id  them e Am •  

o f * trib a lism *  to ex erc ise  th e ir  choice f re e  from t r ib a l  pret>t/vrea.

1 le c t io n s  ty  sec re t b a l lo t!  however, were held  only once, ninco the 

eyetem van found to  be too expensive. 2 Subsequent e le c tio n s  

conducted in  the o ld way o f  lin in g  up behind the d if f e r e n t  can d ida tes.

Hfi^, H a u te  a o f  H JC meeting! 3C. 1.1953.

‘ In terv iew ! J.K andefield ,
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This s y s te n  was unpopular* especial y with educetad fricaae*  an i t  

exposes in d iv id u a ls  to p re ssu re . Under th is  cqratea voting acroaa  

t r i b a l  l in a a  was very ra re . 'd ra in in g  of iricana'* van invoked 

l l b a r a l iy  but p rac ticed  only when i t  could oe achieved 'on the cheap*• 

fhe  o rg an ise rs  could have clained  th a t  the  f i r s t  electicne held 

in  Jeceofoer 1952 were su ccessfu l, lone th ree  thousand people had re­

g is te re d  on the V oters' Roll end 7C°/o of then tu n e d  up on p o llin g
2

cay. There was only  one uncos tested  ward. There were in d ic a tio n s  of 

tribal s o l id a r i ty  a t  th e se  e le c tio n s . Aio Luo re s id e n ts  of angani 

Location pressed  fo r  the  inc lu sion  o f ano ther Luo as candidate lor 
th a t  ward, a f t e r  the c lo sin g  of n««i n a tio n s , ciedsing th a t th e re  

was no ftyanza candidate fo r  the ward." in  fact*  the Luo Union discussed  

the  Question o f cand idates fo r  these e le c tio n s  under the new c o n s ti tu tio n  

a t  o h  o f  i t .  ■w ting..** S .U oJuka, a Uto. • t t r i w i t w  h i .  word n c t r r j  

to  h is  being an in t e r - t r i b a l  candidate* having had e Kikuyu a s  one of 

h is  seconders.^  The t r u th  was* however* th a t  he chose to  s tan d  fo r 

a  ward which had a  la rg e  nusber of h ie  fallow  tribesm en,* 4 * 6 7 ano th e  two 

s e a ts  fo r  th a t  ward were won ty prominent Luos.
Of the  seven e lec te d  co u n c illo rs  th e re  were th ree  is»o* th ree  

Kikuyu and one Huluhya. ' In only one case d id  two cand idates of the 

t r i b e  co n tes t a s e a t .  They were both Kikuyu and stood fo r  the

x In terv iew  i £ .* .kuboka.

‘ NMm. JHU* 1952. .f r ie s*  A ffaire* p .2 .

ousa and *j"*ng to  »w*-0, i 4 . i l .  1952.

4
cee above* p.

^ In terv iew : L.L.Ojuka.

.i- .L .F .f  aondeni North* V oters1 KpU. I t  included the  Sailway 
q u a r te rs  where the Luo were m n w rica lly  very s tro n g .

7NR , 1952* A frican A ffeirs* p .2 .
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len g an i vard . Tb* au tceaa o f the Luo candidate# i s  »orth no tin g

i .'i ai*ij  in  . otspanaon k ith  th*  - aluhya who .e ra  bu—e r i< a J  1 

l t « « t  ua c tro n g . none tba o ff  I d o l  counci lo re  thoro « r *  th re a  <>tkuyn. 

tvo *»t\y« and ooo Luo. Thoro »ere a iao  two i.ikuyu tad no Luo

M unicipal counciH orn on the HaaC.

„n  io p c r to n t conooquonco o f thooo e le c tic o a  waa tho re in fo rca n an t 

o f tho JLfc. a t  tho d cm in  of tho educated. <moo* tho f i f te e n  concidatcs

th e re  were ten clerfce, •  n u n ic ip tl c a th io r , t  coonunity development

a ss is ta n t, a co u rt p re s id e n t, a  court o ld e r  and a lu tia e so n an . « ith  

tho excep tion  o f  tho l a a t  a l l  had had fo rn a l odueaUoa and wore f lu en t 

in  j i g l i e h .  The o f f i c i a l  counci norm  and tho n u n ld p a l c o u n c illo rs  

were aioc oducotod. Thin wan. according to  tho K—U  wholly in to n tio n a li  

" . . .  esphaeie  would ha la id  durlne 195? <*> th * neceeelty  fo r  tra in in g  

s o c ia l ly  conscicua A fricans of «ood aducaUnn to re p re o a n t l ib e r a l ly  

the v iew , o f th e i r  f e l lo w a . . .” la  th la  r e j e c t  he woo happy with the 

a la c t io n  re o u lte i  "Thin a o d a l  axperlnent haa proceeded aooothly  . . .  

and haa rao u ited  in tho e lec tio n  o f a  body o f  frican a  who, 1 fool 

c o n fid e n t, have r id  thenselvoe of tho tendency to tro v e : w ith in  the 

nnrrc-w t r ib a l  U a i ta  and a rc  prepare, to  survey the whole a c e n e . . .”“

locarde tho end o f  1957 the - frlco n o  go t th e ir  th ird  re p re se n ta tiv e  

on the Nokuru Hunicipnl Council (■*->. I t  m  another token concoaaion 

ainod a t  proving th a t  African p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the a u n id p a i systc*

caking head.ay. Tho cboerv .re  f r o -  t h .  » -C  c o n tin u e  to  p a r t i d -

P i t .  in  the WC ..o m itte e  m e t in g . .  I« • • * * « * •  f f r i e m  advioory

a ♦eu Km__ _____ r th« bontisni Jr lo t s  A llocationc o u n c illo rs  wsrs p s rw ittsd  to f  * 1 tno *

1N.H .aS U . I  BAaC« f ^ d i d s t f  fo r  i« c tlo c , 952.



Coamittea* the Co reflation ( Hhndtte* %rd the Hospital V is it!  ng 

c o o a it ts e  o f  the Nit*-.' la  February 1953 Kaigru*, the s e a le r  rfrl<*an 

■amici p u l councillo r*  «es appointed chalrnon o f the then A frican 

a f f a i r e  v-omaitteo (aac) * of the NR. The N*yor did h ie  beat to  |>ulld 

the occaaion  up: **This l a  eoaething of an achievement. To my know­

ledge th in  la  the f i r e t  t i n t  an African n e a te r  of a Kun lc ip a l  * ouncll 

has bean appointed to the  chair of tie A frican f f a i r s  v -oen ittee ,' '

For fcanyua i t  / a t  erne th ing  of a reward f o r  h ia  being an a rd en t 

" lo y a l i s t " .  tinea*  however* the A ~ had been losing  ground a in ce  the 

form ation o f the HA; C* th is  new appointment scarcely  increase*  A fri an 

In flu en ce  in  nun ic ipe l decieion-onking.

Nekuru i frlcans*  on the whole* appear not to  have responded 

favourab ly  to the  e tte n p te  to  popularize  forma- p o l i t ic a l  p a r t ic ip a t io n .  

In s tead  o f  opening a new and pronlaU g a re  fo r  the H* C * . th e  year 

of 1953 w itnessed the beginning o f  i t e  d e c lin e , Whereas i»  *952 

the a d m in is tra tiv e  re p o rt a u m d  up the N At*a woi* ae an u n q u a lified  

success*** in  195* i t  conceded th a t "the Council seenad to loae  touch 

with th e  general p u b lic” .^

Faced with a da d in in g  Na C* the m unicipal a u th o r i t ie s  re so rted  

again to  re c o n a t i tu t i i*  the council. A cording to the FegojA

fo r  195* , the e x p l ic i t  aim of th i s  was " to  increase  pub lic  In te r e s t  

in  lo c a l  government” .̂ 3 in  feet* when in  t-ecea:*r 1953 the  f i r s t  nemor- 

andum proponing the c o n s titu tio n a l changes was published* more fa r -  

reach ing  a la s  were rev ea led . The proposed N M, new c o n s ti tu tio n  formed

“Ni i/o en e ra l Ward -ouncil (GWC), NA*C to  T.G.* 95>*

^This msc the successor of the Native . f f a i r c  m ittee.

3W. . 28.2.1953.

So«A, It OAR 1952, p.?6.

\a u % KDAR 195^* p#2*.

6/JI/** KHAR 195*, p .2 2 .
'NNm, A AC, MSoorandura by the HAAQ* 2.12.1953.



part o f  a plan aimed at tightening the municipal au th orities' con­

tro l over the expanding African Location*. It  vaa in th is respect 

a fcy-nrodiict o f the Emergency and could be eean aa the HRCfa con­

tribution  to the anti-Pau Kan campaign. I t  followed the exmiqple 

o f Nairobi City Council which !iad adopted a sim iler plan.

According to the memorandum Nnkum'a frican area was to ta  

divided into s ix  viU agca aa basic administrative units. Inch v illa g e  

vaa to have a committee eoqpseed o f  six  members* each elected by s ix  

cub-d ivisions. ?ach condttee vaa to hare an elected chairman and 

the HA AO or h is deputy could attend committee meetings whenever they 

wished to. The functions o f the proposed v illa g e  committees narked 

a s ig n ifica n t departure froa the pure concept c f con su ltati**: "The

prime function o f the v illa g e  cowdtteee sh a ll be to a ss is t  the HAAO 

and h is  s t a f f  in the general administration of the v i l la g e ."  The 

v i lla g e  coctalttees were to operate under the guidance of the HA AC and 

assume resp on sib ility  fo r  the general health* v el fare and v© .-being 

of the v illa g e  residents* and fo r care and maintenance of muiircipal 

property. Host important o f a ll*  however* the vi l -cre coer/dttccc 

were to a s s is t  in  the maintenance of lav  and order. This waa a to ta lly  

new element in the concept of African partic ipation  in tha municipal 

system.

Hove the v illa g e  leve l there were to be three varda* each of 

vhich would be assigned to one o f the African municipal council loro. 

The ward ccamdttee was to be composed o f  two representatives fr^ r each 

of i t s  two component V illegas* with the Ifr ica n  municipal counci, or 

as chairmen. The functions of the ward committees were sore in tune 

with the HAAC experience. They were to act as consultative bodies 

fo r the African municipal councillors and to provide two-way channels 

o f communication between the X* and the frican reel dents o f the

wards.
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I t  the top of the propoaeo hierarchy there m i  to be the General 

Ward n u n d l ,  with the G.t# os president, the lift 4  aa vice-preeideet* 

the sen io r African ounicipai councillor ne haimea*and the deputy 

KkhO ae secretary , O fficial contro. over the proceeding* of the CitC 

wan than gnaraateed. The uet*a aeiaherehip uaa to be eeopenci of a l l  

chairmen of the v illage coaeit teen, the African ounicipai councillors 

and two nominees of the ii.C and the MAAO re spec t i  re ly . I ta  functionc 

were to consider cooplaints* representations aad suggeetioaa ta in ting  

to the administration of the African area. I t  could nehe recommendations 

the of the WC la neoneeticn with the above, ifteh M M r  

0*  was to  aemune lesponaibility for one aspect of the administration 

and welfare of Hakuru Africans end would report on i t  to the awe a t 

each nee ting,
l a  t t u u i r  195** tha thraa Africa# ■unleipal e o u # c illo ra  vara

Tha alactlona U  th e  rill**#

the committees were toto  meet end chooee their repress!ae their representative a for the

This program *. hoaavar, « ■  »a*ar ca o u t. la

.  su> -co B o ittea  o f the  AAC raco— ndai a o «  ln a l« * i r i c h t  

to  tho  propoacd c o n s ti tu tio n . tho ao a t la p o r ta n t o f »'<ich concameo

1

the authority of the ward eoun<ic i l8 to  a l lo c a te  funds fo r  read repairs*

‘Hit/.* AAC, HAAO to AAC* 2.2,195*.

Klnutea of AAu meeting. 1J.12.195*
for the ward committeea.
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tre«  p i a n tin g  • g r a n  oc-ing and so on. i t  wan argued th a t such 

execu tive  powers would ccnaiderably increase the e ffe c tiv en e ss  o f the 

ad aH & tra tio n  o f the A frican sec to r.

T his amended c o n s titu tio n  was alecfnot app lied . The f in a l  d r a f t ,  

which was even tua lly  isp leaen ted , was drawn up in  December 1 9 5 3 .' Tbs 

aaajor d iffe re n c e  from prev ious d ra f ts  was the elim ination  o f  th s  pro­

posed v i l la g e  c o a s t t te e s . The b a tt le  ag a in s t Hsu Hsu was being won 

and th e re  was no longer the need fo r  the s t r i c t  ays ten  of c o n tro l 

o r ig in a l ly  envisaged. There remained the th re e  ward councils  and the 

OWL. The Nvrth, c e n tra l and lou th  ward councils  were to  be coapoeed 

of f iv e  s le e te d  rep re se n ta tiv e s  from defined sub -d iv is io n s, an A frican 

s u n ic ip a l co u n c illo r and a nominee of ths D.C. Ths oofgpoaitian o f  th s  

OWL was id e n tic a l  with th a t  o f the o r ig in a l p roposal. Three q u a lif ic a t io n s  

were req u ired  fo r  candidature fo r  the ward councils* 1 .  th e  a b i l i ty  

to speak cug liah , 2.  support from seven re s id e n ts  o f the ward,

3* re s id en ce  in  the ward fo r  which the candidate was s tan d in g . The 

f i r s t  q u a lif ic a tio n  guaranteed the  continued exc uaivenesa o f  the  OWL.

The f i r s t  e le c tio n s  to  the ward co u n cils  held in  January 1956 

proved th a t  the newly c o n stitu ted  advisory machinery was no norm popular 

than i t s  p redecessor. In  the io u th  Ward fo u r se a ts  were co n tes ted  and 

one cand idate  was re tu rn ed  unopposed | in  the Worth *erd one s e a t  was 

co n tes ted  and fou r cand idates were re tu rned  unopposed! in  the C entral 

ward a l l  four cand idates were re tu rned  unopposed. The b y -e lec tio n s  

held  in  1957 f o r  vacant s e a ts  ware even le s s  encouraging. Cfcly in  the  

North Ward were the two s e a ts  co n tes ted . In the -ou th  Ward th s  two 

can d id a tes  ware re tu rned  unopposed and in  th e  C entral ward no nominations

^NN*, AAC, Ward co u n c ils , 7.12.1935.

^NHAt QWC, HAaO to P ro v in c ia l Inform ation Gf f le e r ,  10. 1 .1956.



7- 1 7

W€r* e u b a it te d . 1 The <xaual import fo r  1958 admitted th a t the ward 

co u n c ils  had not functioned e f fe c t iv e iy .r Ths local a u th o rltio a*  in  

th a i r  a t t e s t  to  r e v i ta l i s e  the MAC, chose to  extend the adv isory  

a tru c tu ro  to  a  most local load lav e l by forming a hierarchy o f  advisory 

bod ies. They overlooked the fac t th a t a  body having no re a l independent 

powers o r  re s p o n s ib il it ie s*  and a a*re subsid ia ry  o f ths Luropeam- 

doalnated  m unicipal system* was inheren tly  incapable o f m obilising  

v id e r su p p o rt.

Ths d ec lin e  o f the&C end the ward councils* p a r t ic u la r ly  froa 

1958 onwards* must be viewed ag a in st the background o f the re-emergence 

o f n a t io n a l i s t  p o l i t i c s  in  Kenya a s  a whole and in  Nakurutn p a r t ic u la r .  

By 1958 i t  was becoming in c reasin g ly  c le a r  th a t  the p o l i t i c a l  fu tu re  

fo r  . O rleans did  not l i e  with advisory bddiea* 4* *111  bs shown la te r*  

th s Nakuru d i s t r i c t  U ngreaa  was a  party  which aroused ths in te r a c t  

and th s  enthusiasm o f Kokuru’s f r ic a a s  a t  a l l  so c ia l le v e la . la  

a d d itio n  to  i t s  n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  the -en g rest took up 

the very  lo ca l issues* supposed to  be th s  domain o f the GiWC* and pur* 

sued them in  a more vigorous Banner than could ths GWCc In d iv id u a ls  

w ith com plaints a g a in s t the A dm inistration o r ths NMC in c re as in g ly  

approached the O p p ress  ra th e r  than the GVC.3 The inadequacies of the  

GWC as  the  p ro te c to r  o f  African in te r e s t s  were thus demonstrated and i t  

became . le e re d ! te d .

W *  Minutes o f  GtrfC meeting* 11.*».1957* 

KDAF, 1958. p .1 9 .

^ ee below, pp.



Th* general p o l i t i c a l  o rien ta tio n  of the UWl ' s m abere  underwent 

d e f in i te  changes between 1956 end I960. In 195* an e lenen t o f  pronounced 

Kikuyu " lo y a lis ts / ' as v e il  represented in  the CWL. la  1958, the 

Nakuru L ia t r i c t  .onpress began to  hare an i^> ac t upon the Owe. la  

e a r ly  I960 s ix  o f  the council I o n  were a c tiv e  Congress leaders*  among 

then th e  party** chairman and tre a su re r . T his did not always seen a 

change o f  personnel* s in ce  sone counci H ors* previously  uni evolved in  

n a t io n a l i s t  p o litic s*  had joined the Congress. Although th ese  counci­

lo r s  ware not Congress rep re sen ta tiv e s  es such* the la rge  m anure  of 

overlap  between those involved in  n a t io n a l is t  and municipal p o l i t i c s  

was s ig n i f ic a n t .  Although the Congress had sono of i t s  prom inent lead e rs  

on the  GWC* i t  chose to  deal la  aaay s e t t e r s  d ire c tly  with th e  a u th o r i t ie s  

concerned.

The GkC., l ik e  i t s  predecessor the NaaC, was dominated by educated 

A frican s . Cose of these* who had s ta r te d  th e i r  careers  as  c le r k s ,  l a t e r  

e s ta b lish e d  them e Ives as  leading African business*## in  th e  to m , 

tasking use of co n tac ts  they had *ade in t h e i r  auaio ipal work. Notable 

anong then were J.F.O.Kanyua and K.L.OJuka. The GWC, a m re  o f  having 

lo s t  touch w ith the A frican public* Bade a  s e r ie s  o f  a tte n p ta  to  re ­

v i t a l i s e  i t s e l f  « d  to  be com  a re p re se n ta tiv e  body in  a  pe rio d  o f 

rap id  change. In June 3957 the Council discussed a lle g a tio n s  th a t 

hold ing  th e i r  m a t i n s  in  the remote Municipal Council Chanbar made 

i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  l a te  re s te d  A fricans to  a tte n d  then. The GW: fa ile d  

to  respond and declined  to  change th e i r  venue. 1 gain  in  June 1999 

th i s  is su e  was discussed when the  :o u th  bard recomended th a t  ObC meet­

ings should be beld ln  Menengal Hall in  th e  ceo tre  o f  the fr ic a n  s e c to r . 

The GWC declined once more* probebly b e liev in g  th a t  mm tin g  in  the

1NKA, Minutes o f G«: m eting, 27.6.1997
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M unicipal council Chamber conferred edded lsportsnce  upon them.

ouncil M s b tn  re to r te d  to the old fo im U  of raforn iim  tbo QWC 

in  c rc e r  to  rev ive p u b lic  in te r e s t .  Tbo f l r o t  eove m u  oade 1a 

*~e p tea u e r i.956 when o u n c il recoaaendsc th a t  tbo oocrot b a l lo t  should 

bo in troduced  in  word council elections.** Tbore io  noevidance to  

suggest th a t th is  was evor inpleaaatad • in  March 1939* tbo a b o lit io n  

of tho -a rc  councils and the rep iaesneat o f tboa with Uhl co an ltteeo  

such a s  Tradest i^ucaticn*  healths finance sad Welfare won proposed, 

i t  was argued th a t  tho ward councils ware no t rep re sen ta tiv e  o f ward 

re s id e n ts .  This proposal a lso  f a i l  on atony ground, no th e  r  idea 

a ired  th a t  year was the fom ation  of a Tariah  council fo r  th e  African 

s e c to r  o f  the town in  p lace  o f the GWC. I t  was intended th a t  i t  would 

have acne executive power* This too wee never acted  upon.

A ll these u n fu lf i l le d  ln l t ln t lv e e  n o t only fa i le d  to  re v iv e  p u b lic  

in te rn e t*  but a lso  seen to  have k i l le d  whatever enthusieen renam ed 

in  the  GWv. i  tee  I f .  In  key i 960 the  D.C. complained th a t by n o t Bast­

ing re g u la r ly  the  GWG was fa i l in g  to p e rfo rn  i t s  basic fu n c tio n , lie 

to ld  th e  council th a t sev e ra l urgent n a t te r s  upon which the Town Clerk 

req u ired  th e i r  views had teen pending fo r  sons non th e . in s p i te  of 

i t s  in e ffe c tiv e n e s s  the  GWw was s t i l l  an im portant Jnk in  th e  chain 

o f n u n ic ip a l decision-ask ing  in  n a t te r s  concerning A fricans. This rebuke 

Ly th e  ij.C. sparked o f f  a  new aova to re fo ra  the council* ouncil 

neauera proposed to  d is so lv e  the ward co u n cils  and the QWv.* V illage 

coaai t teea  would rep lace  ward councils  and n new UWU would be rocpcetd

1HMA# finutes of GWc seating, 25.6.1999*

2KKAt Hinutec of QWC sub-coonlttee ting, 1&.9.195&1 GWC see ting*
25.9.1956.

^KHa , Minutes of GWC nesting* 26.3.1959.

\ j f A 9 Nakuru L ia t r ic t  Handing Over. R ep o rt, 1959* ^ t  to  Us warren 
Waller* p .5. Gat below.



o f the  A frican  municipal councillor** the chairmen o f tho v i l l a s

c o w ilt te e s • tho D*C( |  tho MA AO asd tvo nosdneea.1 A special *tb>

c o w d tte e  recomeaded that there should bo six village const ttees mud

th a t  tho  nenfcerehip o f the GWC ba increased to  twenty. 2 Thor* woo

c e r ta in ly  a  shortage o f nov idoaa.

In  Sep ten  bar i 960 doubts wore expressed by OWC w a b a r i  aa to

whether people would r e s i s to r  as ro to rs  in  tho v i l l a s  coosdttoo e le c tio n s

and y e t  ano ther eu b -co m itte e  vas app<titod to  review tho whole r a t t e r . "

In January  1961 tho Council decided to  go ahead with the aches* and to
A

for*  v i l la g e  cocsd ttees  as soon sa  possib le*  la  Nor saber o f  th a t  y ear 

tho A ss is ta n t Social S erv ices O fficer^ to ld  the  GWC th a t d o ep ito  p u b lic ity  

he had fa i le d  tc  secure enough candidates fo r  tho v illa g e  const t  tee  

e le c t io n s ,  g a in  a coned t te e  was e lec ted  Mto  go in to  the n a tte r" * ^  and
n

Meanwhile the  ward councils  had already been dissolved in  e a r ly  1961.

In February 1962 the c emit tee appointed rt*  g© into the Better” re -

coanended th a t e le c tio n s  to the v il la g e  coned.ttees should be d e fe rred

u n t i l  Government announced their proposals for a new local government
s t r u c tu r e .  TMs sen s ib le  recosaandstion received a coo! we leone by the

Council which decided th a t in  view o f  th e  fad lu re  o f the ftoe la l Serv ices

apartm en t to  e s ta b lis h  v illa g e  conaltteee*  and in  view o f  the fa c t  th a t

vacant seats oa the GWC had to be filled* a special GWC nesting be
8

c a lle d  to  consider th e  s i tu a t io n . There i s  no nor* evidence about i 2 * 4 5 * 7

i HHA, Minutes of GWC nesting* 12.5.1960.

2KM4t Minutes of OWC sub-coMdttee meeting* 16.5*1960.

h * i \ 9 Minutes of GWC nesting* 29.9.1960.

4MHA, Minutes of GWC nesting * 26.1.1961.

5Ia 1961 the Municipal African Affairs Officer was re title d  the Social 
.services Officer. The African affair* -epartaent oecane the -ocial 
Services epartnent.

SlM(\• Minutes of G V* nesting* 30 .11 .1^61.

7HMA, MaB, 1961* African Affairs.
®NRi* Minutes of GWC nesting* 1 .2 .1962 .



fu rther attempts to reform the QWC un til i t  was dissolved Just 

p rio r to independence in  1963. .  I ts  disnmJ. performance a t th is  la te  

stage amounted to  l i t t l e  more than an attempt to fend off the in - 

ev itab le .

The persistence of the QWC in i t s  attempts to re v ita lise  i t s e l f

was astonishing, since a t  the same time the councillors' in te re s t  in

i t s  meetings was declining. In December i 960 the D,C. expressed his

dismay a t  the fac t that the la s t three meetings had been put o ff  for

lack o f a quorum,1 In a le t te r  to the AAC shortly a f te r , the D,C.
2threatened to disband the GWC unless the situation  improved. The 

th rea t seems to have helped a l i t t le *  but there were further cases of 

inquorate meetings.^ Some in stitu tions seem to possess a self-gene rating  

dynamism which outlives th e ir usefulness and indeed the ir raison d 'e tr e .

In the ir attempts to puny blood into the dry veins of the advisory 

structure* the eager African councillors seem to have fa llen  in to  the 

same trap  as had the Administration before. They both carried  out 

su p e rfic ia l constitu tional changes rather than the necessary soul- 

searching evaluation of the role and functions of the whole system in 

th is  period of rapid transition . As the decade drew to i t s  close there 

was a defin ite  sh if t in  p o litic a l orientation and p r io r i t ie s .f# r  Kenyan 

Africans. In 1958-60 the Nakuru D istric t Congress was the mouthpiece 

of the African desire to rule Kenya. After the fix%t Lancaster House 

conference of early i 960 African p a rties  and po litica l leaders through­

out the country centred the ir in te res t on the national executive power. 

Locally* in  1960- 3 , Nakuru Africans were intensely involved in  the 

fie rce  struggle between KANU and KADU branches which reflected  the 1 2

1NMA, GWC, D.C. to a l l  councillirs, 22.12.1960
2
NMA, Minutes of AHC meeting* 17* 1* 1961. 

h t.H .ii L. t . f .  * Ha AO to  T.C., 7.7.1961.



n a tio n a l s tru g g le  fo r  th a  leaderohip o f lutapendent Moya. 1 Za th la  

con tex t m unicipal p o l i t i c s  vaa a t  bast p e r ip te ra l .

I t  l a  d i f f i c u l t  to  comprehend tha in d a U a c e  o f aMbarm o f  the 

GM: on rev iv ing  in s t i tu t io n *  whose very ex iatecc#  waa anchored in  tha 

r e a l i t y  o f  European doaination of local govornment. One exp lanation  

fo r t h i s  was tha composition of tha GWC, e sp ec ia lly  ln tb e  e a r ly  1960a. 

host o f th a  council lo re  ware ex» leaders o f  the Kakuru l i e t r i c t  Coo* 

g ro ss  who had boon deposed by lUJfU ml 11  ta c t*  during 1960/  T his nay 

have bean one way o f s a tis fy in g  th e i r  f ru s tra te d  p o l i t i c a l  a n b itlo a s .

But even i f  they were forced out of the na in  p o l i t i c a l  a re a s , they 

could s t i l l  concen trate  a l l  th e ir  onexgloa on the s tru g g le  ag a in s t 

the v e ry  legitim acy of Luropeaa supremacy in  lo ca l gov* m e a n t . The 

in t e r e s t  in  the GWC can a lso  be explained cy the economic b e n e f its  

which could be d e rived , a t  le a s t  by the buclneseasn among the  c o u n c illo rs  

from dom e con tac t w ith tha municipal a u th o r i t ie s .

rhe S h if tin g  o f t b .  UtlM W  o» th» Hnfcuiv " w t O l l l

council 1957-1963

The GWC d id  p re s s  fo r  increased A frican  rep resen ta tio n  on the 

XML, bu t th e i r  preoccupation with rev iv ing  the Council d is s ip a te d  

th e i r  e f f o r t s .  la  fac t*  tha very acceptance of the v a l id i ty  a f  tha 

owe a s  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  the African p u b lic  weakened th e i r  argument 

fo r  increased  A frican influence on tha XMC. The l a s t  t in e  A frican re ­

p re se n ta tio n  was in c reased , from two te  th re e , hsd beea/Ln 195? . The 

h e ig h t o f  the Emergency was c e r ta in ly  n o t an app ropria te  tim e fo r 

demanding increased  re p re se n ta tio n . The is su e  was re-opened in  Kerch * 2

".jee below, chap to r  - i x .

2Lee balow, pp .



1997. **«o V ; Kaayu* euggast*! in  tha 0W that the nuaber of . frlcen 

M unicipal co u n c illo rs  should bt increased m A  that direct e le c tio n  

should rap lac# coalnation,1 Interestingly, thsss radical i l s u ls  

cane f i r s t  fron a politician eoaadttad to "loTaHon". Zt is  posaib la  

th a t h# was sensing approach political change. Ia March 195® th# aattar 

was again  discussed ia  tb# GVC at th# in ltla tiv#  of tb# fouth Ward 

C ouncil. Th# GVC resolved that Africans should get at l e a s t  two addi­

t io n a l  seats on the NKC and that a ll five frlcsn a u a ic ip s l co u n c illo rs  

be d i r e c t ly  elected.^ Ia Ifoveaber of that jaar the Nakuru D is tr ic t  

Cosgrsus expressed the s e a t desands la  a le tte r te the M in iste r fo r 

H ealth  and Local Government.*

On 2 1st February 1959 the s a t  te r  was discussed by a sp e c ia l  eub- 

c o o d t te e  o f the  KMC.*1 The su b -co sn lttee  was composed o f fo u r ituropeaa 

c o u n c illo rs  and only one African municipal co u n c illo r, w.L.GJuka.

The e la n s ,  who a t th a t  stage n ig h t have been s y n t h e t i c  to  the A frican 

re q u e s t, were excluded . * 2 3 * 5 GJuka. p resen tin g  the A frican c a se , based 

th e i r  req u est on th ree  arguments t 1 # th e re  was too g rs a t  a  burden on 

the shoulders o f  the th ree  e x is tin g  f r ic s n  co u n c illo rs . 2.  the  O r le a n s  

cf Nrlcuru were permanent town dw ellers. 5* a ia s  o f the  '.friciin 

pop u la tio n  In  re la t io n  to  i t s  re p re se n ta tio n . The Europeans showed no 

eyopathy w ith the re q u e s t. F i r s t  o f a l l  they wasted to d iv e r  * tb# 

qu estio n  from p o l i t i c * .  The chairnsn "urged aU  p resen t to  avoid  confusion 

w ith th# lo c a l govem sent*# re s p o n s ib il i ty  here in  Mekuru and the p o l i ­

t i c a l  outlook o f the country s s  n whole". Another warned th a t  ’p o l i t i c s  

■ust n o t be allowed to  danage o r  p re ju d ice  the work a lready  ca rried  ofci

S .M .ft.S  D .F., Kanyua to  GbC, 10.3 .1957.

2MMa, K inutss o f OVC n estin g , 27.3.195®.

3KKA, /\AC, rends fo r  nestin g  held on l8.11.)95® -

SfMA, o f fub-c ocBdttee ( f r ic a n  re p re sen ta tio n ) nee tin g , 21.2.1959.

5hy then , w ith independence in  s ig h t ,  e la n s  were beginning to change 
th e i r  p o l i t i c a l  o r ie n ta t io n .
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7  the ouncil*" There m m i  to have teen a  m i  f u r  of n a t io n a l i s t  

p o l i t i c s  among European municipal co u n c illo rs . But p o l i t i c s ,  o f 

course i i s  about power. and the Ittfc s t i l l  had the power to  decide on 

oeuay i s s u s s  a ffe c tin g  Africans* Thus the HJk. could not hop# to sacaps 

the a t t e n t io n  o f African p o l i t ic a l  le ad e rs .

There vaa a lso  the usual argument o f q u a lity  ra th e r  than q u a n tity , 

a c la s s ic a l ly  an ti-dem ocratic  cae. The Mayor s ta ted  " th a t he doubted 

very ouch whether increased  rep resen ta tio n  msec so l e i /  upon quan tity  

w ithout reference to  q u a lity  would serve the need# o f the A frican  com­

munity o r  the town as a  whole.'* He sa id  th a t  tra in in g  n t t  lower lev e l 

auat com ence before the  queetioa of rep resen ta tio n  could be considered, 

nd th e re  was the  p a te r n a l i s t ic  nonsense th a t  "every aembor o f  the Muni­

c ip a l council served a l l  ra c e s ." I t  was a lso  claimed th a t th e re  were 

few A fricans su ita b le  fo r  such high o f f ic e .

In  o rd e r to avoid the issu e  of change in  the balance o f  power 

on th e  NMt • European co u n c illo rs  proposed to  expand the r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  

of th e  GMC# This was how the ides o f a  P a rish  ovncil fo r  th e  A frican 

s e c to r  case about, la  conclusion the su b -co o aittee  re je c te d  th e  A frican 

re q u e s t on tho ground th a t  " there  was no evidence before then which 

in d ic a te d  in any way th a t  the a f f a i r e  o f  th> Coancil were no t a t  the 

p re se n t time adm inistered  e f f ic ie n t ly ,  no r th a t the se rv ic e s  o f the

C ouncil could be i^ r o v e d  Wy the in c rease  o f two African re p re se n ta tiv e s .
2At a KMC s e a tin g , the «ub-ccoed.ttee 's rep o rt waa accep ted . I t

not
appeared , however* th a t /S l l  tho European co u n c illo rs  were happy with 

the a t t i tu d e s  deaonstra ted  by the sub-committee. i ro a in en tin  th is  re ­

sp e c t was Mrs. fc l a t e r .  who aa id t "The im portant th ing to  ag n ine , i s  

n o t whether A frican re p re se n ta tio n  i s  in c re a se d • but whether we re a l is e

W ,  re p o rt o f  su b -c o aa ltte e

27 .J.1959 . P .7 .

(African rep  re  eerie ti. on)« 2.3.195*9



what our A ttitu d es  a r t  to  i t  a l l , "  ha regarded the profclen facing tba 

ouncil a s  th a t o f  Kenya in  niniature* a nore r a a l i s t i e  v ia « . I U  

aakae th a  quaetion: "why has a l l  our good wojfe only raau ltad  in  opposition  

in  t h i s  roun txy .M tha want on: " I  as tad t  th a t  tha ra  i a  in  our a tU tu d s  

a headr*aatarl8haaas« a deoand fo r g ra titu d e  and husala audienca* aaa

th is  i a  se lf-r ig h te o u a n ass . ” 1 Mrs. ‘ l a t e r  performed tha r o la  o f  tha
2

A frican “lobfy" aeong th e  European councillors*  and thara  nay hare 

eon o th e r  r e a l i s t s  anong th e ir  auaber*

uropasa councillo rs*  howeeer* eoatinued to  advocate th e  a l t e r -  

n a tiv e  o f  increasing  th a  raaponsibiU tiae o f  the 0*1 * la  - p r l l  1959 

the Mayor in v ite d  the K in ie te r fo r  H ealth and Local Qoveranan t to die* 

cuss th e  n a t te r .^  At the nesting  held on 16th Kay 1959 th e  African 

p a r t ic ip a n ts  van tad to  deal aaparately  with the is su e s  o f African r a -  

preoentation on the NMC and the fo re s t!o n  o f  a  la r i s h  wousel 1* elace 

they rea lised  th a t  th H la tte r  a i l i t a ta d  a g a in s t  the fo r s s r .  The M in ister 

refused Is  cause he regarded than a s  " e s s e n tia l ly  in te g ra te d " . I*  did 

not saa any " lo g ic a l b asis"  fo r  increased African re p re se n ta tio n  and 

a l l  he was prepared to  consider was an a d ju i tw o t  in  tha W t « about 

which he did no t e la b o ra te . He* a s  well* p re fe rred  sons fo re  of Pariah 

C ouncil*

1s t*  v ith in  a  year* the s i tu a t io n  had changed com pletely, in  

A pril 196C the  XMO's c o n s ti tu tio n  was amended to  accom odate three 

A frican  e lec ted  councillo rs*  two son lnated  cnee* and one A frican Idei*. 

s « i .  There was a lso  a  clause in  faeour o f the Asian cornual ty  bet no 

a l t e r a t io n  in  tha European rep resen ta tion*^  These changes had been

1M 4 >

^interview: S.L*OJuka.

- W .  M fiutes of seating* 22*<ul959.

^KHA* Hl/Afi* i 960* p .6. E*~* ^ . ^ • 196o« p .6.
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brought about by the rap id ly  chang ing p o l i t i c a l  proape c ts  o f  the 

country  aa  a  whole. A y ear e a r l ie r  b o m  ^urupews s t i l l  believed  

th a t  aoae s o r t  o f n u l t i - r a c ia l  c a o a ti tu tlo a a l e tt t le u e n t  was p o ss ib le . 

The 1*sl r e a l i s t i c  aaoag thee could v is u a lis e  thauaelvee as  guid ing  

the d e s tin y  o f Nakuru fo r  a  long tin e  to  cone. Only thee can th e i r  

la te  in a is te n o s  on g rad u a liaa  be explained. The f i r s t  le e c a a te r  House 

co n ference» e a r ly  l a *1960, h aw se rt a lls e e d  th s t  the 'wind o f change* 

bleu  hard in  Kenya. The fa te  of lo ca l a d n ln ia tra tio a  could a c t  be 

d ivorced  fron  th e  f a te  o f the co lon ia l goveraaent .  In Nakuru* a s  in  

Kenya as  a  whole* the European couounity resigned i t s e l f  to  the  fa c t 

th a t  the fu tu re  o f the town and the country was to be l a  A frican  hands. 

I t  van only su rp ris in g  th a t A fricans ware n o t s tr id e n tly  cesaading a 

la rg e r  share  in  the NMu and th a t g e n e rsu y  the tra n s fe r  o f  power 

w ith in  Nekuru'a lo ca l au th o rity  was slow er than in  the cen tra*  govern* 

n e a t.

The e le c tio n s  fo r  the three A frican au a ic ip a l sea ts  were held 

in  le p te sb e r  i 960 Of the four candidates* three wero prom inent le ad e rs  

o f th e  newly forned JCANU branch. There were &w»ng then t^t' Luc* one 

Huluhyn and me Kikuyu. Cue of tho two Luo wee not e le c te d .

The nex t nove to  iaprove the A frican p o s itio n  on the  NHC was 

n r e s u l t  o f an i n i t i a t i v e  o f hsyor Bellheune. Me proroeed th a t  in  /a y  

1962* CJuka, the  se n io r  - f r ic e s  cow neillo r should be e le c te d  Nakuru'n 

f i r s t  i f r i c e n  Mayor. la  te rs e  tin g  ly  th i s  in p o rtan t nove f a ? 1*! cause

o f d iv is in a  w ith in  the  African csap. according to  CJ-oka* account* the  

two Luo e lec ted  c o u n c illo rs  approached b in  o ffe rin g  th e i r  support to  

h i*  on c o n d itio , th a t  ooo of thorn bo o loo tod  deputy ■ » o r . '  In  ad d itio n

’b a a , 3. 9. 196C, p .7 . Tb. fourth  had boon tho oocroU ry o f  tbo hokum 
i n t r l e t  Congress.

2 Interview..* G.L.Bellhouae* £ .L .0Jukn.

>in te rv ie w 1 o .L .O juka.



to this ©▼ ineat otruggio for power among African councillor*, thort 

seoas to hove been a elnah between CJuka who hod co-operated with 

the i-uropeanm throughout and the younger elected councillor* coning 

fro m  the rank* of the militant nationalist party. A fiicw  elected 

councillors nanaged to enlist the support of the >elan councillors la  

preventing CJuka'e election aa Major. At that stage* elans were seeking 

to align theneelvee with the nationaliet politicians. In the end. * 

Bellhouee wan proponed for another tem and ojuka wan proposed ae 

*epuV Mayor. The frlcen- aian alliance also objected to CJtdca ee 

*̂ oputy Mayor and staged a walh-oat when they failed to get eh rir way.

£* la b ia l. an elected Trie an councillor, declared i "The Africans havo 

no confidence in  the .eputy Mayor. He la  a noainatad member and has 

never bee© elected." Hia colleague Oaix Oder* added! "be have got no 

quarrel with ttcllbouee. Xakuru aaeda him” . a remarkable statement for 

a nationalist. An elan councillor followed suits refuse to see a 

council aoaopolised by a handful of people who are determined to get 

their own way.''1

There seems generally to have been a certain amount of tension 

between the nominated and elected African councillors. The nominated 

had behind then long experience of using aa insignificant m i n o r i t y .  They 

had developed the strategy for achieving "half a le e r ,  and hence n 

mentality that wan satisfied relatively easily. Their p o litic s  were
a .  I 1

those of courting nuropeaa support rather than of adopting a a ilita a t

lin e . Ojuka used to operate through Mrs. H e  U r  who would then canvaee
2support for the African requests among other European councillors, 

besides. being nominated and subject.to dismissal for "mimbehaviag'’ had 

not tabued then with fighting qualities. On the other hand, the elected

3C ...1962. p .5 .
2 in te rv iew . w .L .cjuka.
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f r ic a n  c o u n c illo rs  had gained th s i r  p o litic s .)  tra in in g  i s  the  «oro 

s i l l  t a u t  a  tao sphere o f the Nakuru I i s t r i c t  nigrese They <mm to  the 

NMC w ith  the b s l i s f  th a t  they could change i t a  p r io r i t ia a  ra d ic a l ly .

The r e a l i t y  o f an a u to a s tie  burop ta a a a jo r i ty  was aoon apparen t, sad 

thay wars fru s tra te d  by the lack of suppor t  fre e  th e ir  ao a iaa tad  A fri­

can co lle ag u es . 1 The noainatad councilione, fo r t x a p l i i  would a c t 

haws co n tesp la tad  tak ing  an ^ert re e s 11 s te p  l ik e  walking ou t o f  -o u n d l 

n e s tin g s  in  p ro te s t  ag a in s t decisions unfavourable to  A fricans. In 

March 1961* than the e lec ted  fr ic a n  c o u n c illo rs  s ta ted  a  walk-out

over th e  ouestioa  o f hom ing fo r the p o s ta l s ta ff*  they g o t no support
2

fro a  th e i r  noalnated colleague*.

The l a s t  s tage  o f  the e to iy  o f A frican  in teg ra tio n  in to  the 

o u n ic ip a l cy stea  occurred in  October 1965 when the f i r s t  open au n lc lp a l 

e le c t io n s  vers he ld . U ghteea s e a ts  were contested* only two o f than 

being reserved  fo r ca ten a . The NK • was now a  d i f f e r e s t  p ro p o s itio n  a l ­

to g e th e r . The e le c tio n s  were about th e  c o n tro l o f Nnkuru in  inc*ipanccnt 

Kenya and so t so re ly  about p a y in g  a  t e r t i a r y  ro le  l a  a European. 

dominated o u n c il. This a ttra c te d  the i n t e r e s t  of p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  

and beesne a  focus f o r  the a ab itio a s  o f  lo c a l p o li t ic ia n * . Thirty-on* 

can d id a tes  cans forward fo r  noednaticn* eighteen o f whoa were o f f i c i a l  

K,JIU can d id a tes. There was oaly one lUiXI candidate* tne r e s t  being in ­

dependents. JUtJU was than in  s  s ta te  o f  confuaia  and could not put

up ouch of a f ig h t ."  About fourteen thousand people re g is te re d  as
%

vo ters*  s  m an ifesta tio n  o f  trenendouo p u b lic  in te r e s t .  h*MU won a l l

but one seat* which was taken by aa independent. The only airopoan

in terv iew : f.L .Cjukn* £ .In b is i .

2m s . 31 ,3 .1961 ' p .6.

\ s s  below* pp. 

k
v«^.» 5*9«i96)» p«5*



tempted to contest the e lectica  fa ile d . The mw UHL mm composed of 

fifteen / fr lcan s and three Jsian a. In addition the toned 1  inherited 

the Aldermaaic bench including one Alderman froe each ra c ia l coasunlty.
There were eight Kikuyu, three Loo* one Huluhya and one • edaneee 

among the African c o u n c illo r . In the sphere of suaieipal p o lit ic a l 

ae w e ll« NxJcuru wee increasingly becoaiag a  predominantly Kikuyu town* 

The ifcyor was Kikuyu and hie deputy Luo*** another expression o f the 

uneasy p o lit ic a l  a llia n ce  between the two tribes* The Mayor * '.Kansu* 

had U  n a resident o f  Hakuru fo r nany y ears , startin g  hie career as 

a hotel "boy" end eventually risin g  to the position o f easie s t  naneger 

of the hotel* Hie l i f e  story during the colonial period in  nany 

vays aynbolieed Hakuru Africans* struggle fo r  e piece at the top.

Thee Africans were file  to achieve e position o f influence and 

authority  in the HHC only when p o lit ic a l  power in Kenya ae a whole wee 

transferred  to Africans* This highlighted the fu t i l i t y  o f a t t e s t s  to 

achieve s ig n ifican t African participation  in  local government within 

the framework o f the; colonial system. I t  wan uropean control at the 

centre o f power which dictated the ra c ia l  nature o f local government and 

the sfricene* subsidiary role in i t .  'g a in st  th is background the in - 

creasing involvement o f  Hakuru Africans in  n atio n alist protest p o lit ic s  

from ae early  ee the 19>0e becomes clearer*

8.10.19631 p * i. 

18*10*19631 p .3 .

^KHAi MAH, 1963t one

18.10.1963* p .

councillor in  t r ib a l ly  uni oontif tab le
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Th« Kikuyu Central caoclatlon (KCA) w  the f l r a t  A frican p o li­

t ic a l  organization to be established in  Makuru> aa early aa 1935* 

ocorcing to o m  account thft M i branch was founded lay tvo lo ca l 

Kikuyu traders* H.K.K«neu and A.wanyoike. rbe la t te r  was known to 

Kenya tta* the proainent national KCA leader* who used hi a aa h is con­

t a c t  in  hokum.1*

js analysis of Nakuru'a KC* leadership la  these early  days helps 

to reveal the nature o f the association. The chairman in  about 193$ 

was fcsgeni* an unskilled railway worker* and his successor in  about 

1938* If. Kfcute* worked as an unskilled labourer with the Posts and 

Telegraph Lepartaant. *• Gatura* a committee member* worked in  a 

s im ila r  capacity fo r the sane . apartment* J .  i.amonjr. n «riTer» 

who la t e r  becaae a trader* and another committee n o t i r  was a san itary  

worker.'5 A ll* including the founders o f  the branch* were e ith er i l ­

l i t e r a t e  or a t  beat sem i- l it e r a te  and had no Knowledge o f iag liah .

The few educated Kikuyu who lived  in  Nakuru at that period worked fo r 

the dminietration ^  could not have been involved la  p o l it ic s .  

Lducatien was certain ly  not a  prerequisite  for leadership.

1 D.Muhuhu. Although there i s  no d irect evidence* i t  teens 
that the KCA use established in  hokuru before 1935*

^Interview: J .  Kanonjo.

"interview : J .  Kanonjo.

Interview: ¥. Waaagats.

very lik e ly



Two categories o f people were represented on the coasdttae*

The two founders represented the emerging group e f  successful Kikuyu 

traders* The re st  were unskilled labourers who constituted the vast 

u e jo rity  o f Nckuru's African population s t  that tin e. As e group the 

cowedttee seaborn were characterised ay th e ir s ta b ility  o f e^ leyn en t 

and th e ir  coanitoent to urbanlife* This any partly explain their 

readiness to g et involved in an urban-based breach of e p o l it ic a l  

organisation*

The KCa in  Iinkuru. as else whs re* was, a t that tias» b asica lly  

s  s a l  active  aoveasnt. 'Ifcay recruited only aature people recooasnded 

fo r  th e ir  personal q u a litie s  by existing neaoers. Before 1 9 ^ ’ there 

were about one hundred KCA aeabers in hakuru.' Jbe lo ca l branch's 

a c t iv ity  was mainly bolding oeabere' castin gs sad d iscussing  the 

Kikuyu grievances and the aovesant's a ias* At that tlao the KCa 

was p a rticu larly  interwtsd inqusstions l ik e  the alienation  o f  Kikuyu 

land* the p ligh t o f the Kikuyu squatters, the promotion o f education

and tbs preservation o f trib al cuetono*

At the end of l-fcy 19*»0 the XCA, along with two other tr ib a l p o li­

t ic a l  associations, waa proscribed whan the Government took advantage
3

o f the war situ ation  to get rid  of embarrassing p o lit ic a l  ag itatio n *' 

In Nakuru, as elsewhere* the KCa went underground. The e ffe c ts  o f tbs

proscription wart not very dianiptive although the movement'r < eve
4

membership f e l l  to about th irty in the f i r s t  h a lf of 7 no te*th

xInterview: J* Kaaonjo, J* Mwaura.

Înterview: J* Hwaura*
3C.O.Koaberg and J.Rottinghan, QP^clJt.« PP. 1*5-7•

^interview: D.h.Kitungi, G.PJsroge*



moat o f the n a tu ra l Isadora  detained the lia iso n  with th s  c en tre  

v« i weakened* bu t lo c a l ly  there was no d is ru p tio n  o f  lead ersh ip  • 

s in c e  none of th e  lo c a l loaders was considered im portant enough to  

w arrant d e ten tio n . A c tiv ity  continued in  secrecy* but th ie  was not 

a  ra d ic a l  change s in ce  secrecy had bean an in te g ra l p a r t  o f  the  KCA 

even before  19*K>. The lo ca l a c t iv i ty  co n sis ted , as  before* o f cos>» 

a i t t e e  and s e a le r s  m eetings to d iscuss Kikuyu grievances. The Nekuru 

KCa c o o n itte e  m aintained con tac t with o th e r branches in  the  D io tr ic t .  

Coomi t t e e  members from Nekuru continued to  go to the o th e r L d s tr ic t 

tow nships end farms to  p a r tic ip a te  in  meetings and os th in g  ceremonies 

fo r  new r e c r u i ts .  Ju rin g  the early  1 9 ^ *  Nekuru seeae to  bava de- 

veloped* because of i t s  c en tra l geographical position* aa a  cen tre  of 

communication fo r  th e  KCA branches in  Nekuru d i s t r i c t .

round 19Mu$ a  few i^> o rtan t ad d itio n s  were made to  the  Kokuru 

KCA le ad e rsh ip . They were made not by e le c tio n  but ra th e r  ty  co-option  

o f  those  coneidered s u ita b le . H. Kingorl* the moet en te rp ri r»ir.r,

Kikuyu businessman a t  th a t  time* jo ined the o ther trader® on -he 

c o ra l t t e e .  Perhaps more im portant was the co-option o f th re e  Kikuyu 

c le rk s  who had soma formal education and knowledge of Ifeg lish .

Hutungi* who became the  lo c a l sec re ta ry  in  19**3» «*• Mwaurm •»<* 3* 

N jerage were a  new category in  the committee. People o f  s t i l l  h igher 

educa tiona l q u a lif ic a tio n s*  l ik e  Kenyua* a Mokerere graduate* o r C eU U  

a g raduate  o f the A llian ce  High School* began to  jo in  th e  lo c a l French, 

bu t they p re fe rred  n o t to  jo in  the le ad e rsh ip  of a  p roscribed  and no t 1

1Interview: J.Kamonj o, TTTTMutungi.
^Interview* D.w.Mutungi* G. Njeroge. J .  Mwaura.



very p re s tig io u s  o rg an isa tio n . The incorporation  o f the educated 

• l s w t  la  the JtC* re f le c te d  the lac ro sse  l a  the nunber o f  educated 

Kikuyu in  the toes who wore so t employed by the A dw in ia tre tlce .

Those o f  then who showed In te re s t  in  the K£A were prosoted to  p o si­

t io n s  o f  lead ersh ip . They added s  new e l i t i s t  e le s e s t  to  s s  a lready 

e l i t i s t  cooedttee . They did not change th e  p o l i t i c a l  o r ie n ta t io n  of 

K akuru 's KCA and accepted the land of th e ir  uneducated co lleague* .

This cooedttee which c ry s ta ll is e d  around 19*5 served, w ith n iao r 

n o d if ic a t io n s , u n t i l  the e re  o f the ijnergency in  1952- A fow aorw 

o b serv a tio n s  regarding the coopoaition o f  the lo c a l ICA lead e rsh ip  

in  those  y e a n  cay be usefu l sa  background to the ev en tfu l years  

lead in g  to the outbreak o f violence end the  decla ra tion  o f  the S ta te  

o f  >*erg*ncy in  1952- Host, i f  not a l l ,  co o a ittec  aeabere were Kikuyu 

who had cone to  Nakuru from the re se rv e , aoo tly  fron Kientu where 

th e  KCAfa cen tre  was. 1 This was due to  the  fe e t th a t  th e  e a r ly  la y e r 

o f  Kikuyu s e t t lo r s  i n  Nskuru had coat fro*  the reserve . Although th e  

inm ediate  p o l i t i c a l  sphere in  which they operated was th a t  o f the 

HVJP a o u a tte rs  with t h e i r  p a r t ic u la r  grievance# and M ilitan t in c l in a ­

t io n s ,  in  te rn s  o f t h e i r  background they belonged to  the  ^ h e r e  o f 

Kianbu noderate p o l i t i c s .^  Considering th a t  Nakuru’a Kikuyu popu­

la t io n  in  the U t t e r  p a r t  o f the  19*Qe included a  U rg e  p roportion  

o f  e x -sq u a tte rs  th i s  was to  have s ig n if ic a n t  coneequenees. KCA 

le a d e rs  on the th o le  were cowait ted to  urban l i f e ,  aoat of thea having 

haH long a sso c ia tio n  with Nekuru. They were rt. po< 1 • ■■ meube.’o of 

t h e i r  t r ib a l  conaunity . Whether es pronperoua tta d o re , o r  as holders 1

1 Interview: J.r.G.Kanyua.

‘X .G.kosbexg end J . Nottingham* Q P .c it. * p .2*7.



o f  p re s t ig io u s  job*, o r  •von m  s ta b le  u n sk illed  labour#ro* they 

had ro o ts  in  the aye te a . At le a s t  th ree  co an ittee  o eeU rs  were 

fo llo w ers  of u iroptan churches without viewing th is  as co n trad ic to ry  to th e i r  

a c t i t i v y  in  the KCA. 1

W ithin the con tex t o f the s tru g g le  a g a in s t co lon ia l ru le*  the 

XCA« as represented by Nokuru leadership* was o nsica lly  a  peacefu l and 

m oderate p o l i t ic a l  movement. They c e r ta in ly  did no t e n te r ta in  any 

thought o f re so rtin g  to  violence in  th e i r  s tru g g le  ag a in s t the  Govern­

ment. They d id  not develop extreme anti-U zropesn feelings*  n e ith e r  

d id they advocate th e  use of v io lence. I f  Knio*ru branch e ld e r r  were 

re p re se n ta tiv e  o f th e  KG/; as a  whole then the p ro sc rip tio n  o f  the KCA 

seems to  tave been s  g ro ss  ad m in is tra tiv e  misjudgemen t .  I t  encouraged 

the  development o f an underground p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty  which culm inated 

in  a  v io le n t end subversive movement .

with the p ro sc r ip tio n  of the KCA and the o th er p o l i t i c a l  a sso c i­

a t io n s  in  19*t0* Kenya A fricans were deprived o f th e ir  own p o l i t i c a l  

o rgan isa tions*  while the  KCA continued to  propagate i t s  lo se s  sad aims 

among i t s  members. i t  could no longer convey A frican p ro te s t  to  the 

c o lo n ia l  a u th o r i t ie s .  form ation in  N airobi on 1 s t te to b e r  19** 

o f  the  Kenya A frican Union (KAO) was* therefore*  an im portant develop­

m ent. A month a f t e r  i t s  formation th e  party* under Government p re s s ­

ure* changed i t s  name to  Kenya African btudy Union ()U iU), The new 

p a r ty  was formed w ith the M ossing and encouragement o f  the Chief 

N ative bcomicsioner who hoped " to  i n t e r e s t  se rio u s  minded A fricans 

w ith  some education in  a  form o f  study group* through which be ^ h s  

t«ir«isslon*g7  might be able to  help then to  understand p u b lic  a f f a i r s " .*  * 2

5 in terv iew : 0. Njeroge* Nwaura.

2C.tt.toabexg end J.Nottingham* c iu c l t .  ♦ p.2lK .
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In  the circum stances, the p o l i t i c a l  a la s  of tha KA.:U, aa ex­

p ressed  in  I t s  c o n r t i tu t io n , could not be o th e r than vague: a ) to

u n ite  tha  -friean  people o f Kenya; b) to  in te rp re t  A frican l i f e  

and thought and to  study and prooote the  advancement o f th e  in te r e s t s  

and w elfare  o f  the Kenya A fricans by a l l  le g i t in e te  naans; c ) to 

co -o p era te  w ith members rep resen ting  A frican in te r e s ts  on the Kenya 

l e g i s l a t i v e  Council and to  a s s i s t  the* in  th e ir  work. 1

The Itokuru KÂ U branch appear# fcn record  fo r the f i r s t  time in  

Kerch 1$*5.2 S.Methu, T. Gichuru and W.V. wori had cone to  Hnkuru 

a t  an e a r l i e r  date to  launch the branch. The ^ i r s t  chairrvu* o f the 

branch was H.Tinbo, a  Luo cleric who was a lso  the ehalraan o f  the  Luo 

Union in  Nakuru, and h is  secre to ry  was E*PtQ#tete« a  Kikuyu cleric. 

Among o th e r known committee member® th e re  were two Luo, one Kikuyu 

Mulim and one Muluhya.'* The K/-SU was the  f i r s t  m u lt i- t r ib a l  p o l i t i ­

cal o rg an isa tio n  in  Nakuru. Whereas the  Union’s branches in  the re -  

eerve \ were bound to  be t r ib a l ly  monoli th ic ,  in the t r ib a l ly  mixed 

towns the  p a rty  had a  broader base which gave i t  a  se a t lan ce  o f a

t r u ly  Kenyon n a t io n a l is t  p a r ty .

That the Kikuyu did not fig u re  prom inently In  the form ation 

o f  the  branch and in  i t a  lead ersh ip , seems su rp ris in g  s t  f i r s t  s ig h t .  

P o l i t i c a l ly  minded Kikuyu and the  KCA le a d e rs  in  p a r t ic u la r  were 

w a itin g  to see how the  Union developed. They could have hard ly  been 

expected to re jo ic e  when the chaiiman o f the p a rty  wee liary TLuku,

y'pjc
^KN//lficu/>lep.2/200, Ka .U c o n stitu tio n ,u n d a ted .

^KNA/P.C./Nku/dep.2/200, P .C ., k.V .P. to  b.C..,

^In terv iew ! K .P.G eteta, J.Odada.



who had broken o ff from the  KLa l a  1935 to  form the Kikuyu P ro v in cia l 

A sso c ia ti a w ith I t a  emphasis oa lo y a lty  to  the co lo n ia l g y in w m t* 1 

N e ith e r waa the  eophaals oa " ‘study* 4' vary appealing to  Kikuyu who had 

had a long h is to ry  o f  p o l i t ic a l  s tru g g le , in  ad d itio n , the  vague 

alma o f  the Union fa i le d  to  include the land leans which was ao fundam­

e n t a l  to  than ,

Tha KAitfJ Kakuru committee vaalnatrum ental in  e s ta b lish in g  branches

in  th a  D is t r ic t  townships, These bronchee, however* wort linked  d ir*  

e c t ly  to  KASU headquarters in  N airobi, PuhUe meetings w ith  speakers 

from N airobi were norm ally held on unday* as th a t the a q u a tte rs  from 

th e  surrounding fam e  could a tten d . There were a lso  sns <:r td  

see  t in g e . R esolutions adopted In  sucth Mootings tn re  connunicated. to  

S,H»thu. the lo c a l branch thus perform ing one o f the KASU#e o r ig in a l 

alma* newely lin k in g  the A frican Member on the L eg is la tiv e  Council 

w ith  h is  "constituency" .2

Although KASU lead ersh ip  In  Nokuru. In  U ne with the  Union ea a  

whole* was p o l i t i c a l l y  very moderate, the  <hd.nle tra t io n  waa not 

very  happy w ith the way the lo c a l branch was developing. This was a t  

le a n t  the  view o f th e  P .C .: " I  cannot he lp  fee lin g  th a t aembew o f

KASTf tend too o ften  to  devote th e i r  d iscu ssio n  to  p o l i t i c a l  is su e s , 

which was never, I  b e liev e , one of th e  alms o f the  Union, ”5 ven 

ta lk in g  p o l i t ic *  appears to  have been dangerous in  the eyefj of a 

’p a te r n a l i s t ic  ad m in is tra to r,

t  tha second Annual Delegatee Conference held i n  February 1 9^*  

th e  o r ig in a l name, Kenya African Union, waa re-ariepted. ifc.t before

^ .C .K o sb e rg  and J,Nottlngham . 2L a£ ll-  • W* ^’ 9-^0.

2 In terv iew : E*P.G etata, J.Cdada.

5KN\ /P ,  C . /Nku/dep• 2/20C, F,C,* R,V.P. to  A.C,, l6 ,ll ,1 9 ^ 5 *  

^C.G.Koeberg and Nottingham* ggjja.V» * p,2l5*
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dealing with p o litic a l develop*ta leading up to the declaration

o f th e  fctate o f  ^a tr ,gene? in  October 1952* a brief outline of post- 

War socio-economic problem# in Kenya aa  a whole and the Kikuyu arena 

in  p a r t i c u la r  to essential.

The p o s t-e a r  period brought prosperity to  Kenya* hew aettlenent 

schemest a  g re a t increaee in  agricultural production and in te n s if ie d  

devolopnont o f  industrial and coanerciai enterprise were in d ic a to rs  

o f a  th riv in g  economy* Africans, however, did not fu lly  shore in  the 

economic boon*

One focus of African discontent was the t o * .  The rise  in  va^oe 

did no t keep pace with the rioe in  coot of livin g  and tha A f r i c a  inbour- 

oro vore soldo* ob is to support theaselvea. 1 s t alone their fnca iee .

Msj^  o f  those who flooded into the towns Joined the already swollen

array o f  unenplcyed.^

The Kikuyu reserv e  *  overcrowded* o v e r-c u ltiv a te d , am  ever- 

stocked  and tb s  balance between population  end ew rilab l#  lsnd  sw roschsd  

c r i s i s .  Thu .d n ln ia t r a t io o 's  a t t e s t s  to  re d re w  the balance and p re ­

v en t ca tas tro p h e  a j launching an a n ti-e ro s io n  caapaifT- “ ■ 

on - T -e iiT d s ts r r in s d  a n tt- ts rm c in g  ea^ ad g n  which anda iu p tr  » « » n t 

in p o s s ib le .2 th e  c lo su re  of the Kerugoya end K aratina d ried  f r u i t  

f a c to r ie s ,  in  l*bu end Kyeri a s t r i c t s  re o p e cU rs ly , in  oc«r > r  :<*■ 

was another hlow to  the  economy of th ese  a reas . The O o v .ra .sa t oa>- 

paign  o f winning th e  Kikuyu through a  p o lic y  of seonorie  advancer.™t 

B uffered  serio u s  ee tbacks.

^H.P.K. orreason, i^nd Jpfopn- in — i-BSSL1 p- ^

2l b i d ,  pp. C.U.Koeberg and J.Nottinghaja. ffltfl.W

^C.G.fcoatarg anu J.N ottinghan* pp* 2 5-7 •



The I'ilkuyn s c u a t t e n  In the HU d t a i n i  More a t te n t io n . Their 

p resence  in  the  1 m e d ia te  h in terland  o f Nakun* nrtent th a t  t h e i r  

p ro b le m  had a  g re a t irg e c t  upon the town. Already tgr th e  1950s* 

.uropean  fa rm ra  were alarmed by the increasing  numbers o f  s q u a tte rs  

and th e i r  stock on th e i r  fe rae . The s q u a tte rs  a t  th a t period  had a 

la rg e  measure o f freedom in  c u ltiv a tin g  land end gracing c a tt le *  

which vent a  long way to  compensate them fo r  th e ir  low wages. While 

the  Kenya Land Comrdsoion was s i t t in g  in  193^* there  wea a move among 

European farm ers to make i t  e a s ie r  fo r  them to ge t r id  o f  unwanted 

s q u a t te r s .  The rev ised  l  ^ id e n t lab o u re rs  Ordinance* passed in  1937 

and p u t in to  e f fe c t iv e  operation  in  1 9 ^ *  demonstrated the  in flu en ce  

s e t t l e r s  had on the Commission. The Ordinance made i t  c le a r  th a t 

s q u a t te r s  were not ten an ts  and had r ig h ts  only so long a s  they wars 

employed. Seven s e t t l e r s -  dominated Li s t r i c t  Councils were empowered 

to  H a l t  the a ise  o f  s q u a tte rs 9 land* to  c u ll  s q u a tte rs 9 stock  and 

in c re a se  the number o f days they had to  work fo r the farm er from a 

maximum o f one hundred and e igh ty  to  one o f two hundred and seventy* 

a y e a r . S qua tte rs  who refused to  sign nev agreements undor the 

Ordinance and those who were deemed redundant* could be and were 

e v ic te d . In 19V* th e  Nokuru D is t r ic t  Council began to en fo rce  new 

r u le s  baaed on tb s Ordinance to  reduce considerably the  s in e  o f 

land  fo r  c u lt iv a tio n  and the numbers o f  stock a lleged  to  the sq u a tte rs . 

The a q u a tte rs  t r ie d  to  r e s i s t  the change but by 19*7 the  D is tr ic t  

C ouncil succeeded in  enforcing the ru le s .  The Ordinance and i t s  

consequences were hard fo r  the sq u a tte rs  to  swallow. Above a ll*  1

1 l  owe th is  in fo rm ation  to V. ftired i who i s  cu rren tly  engaged on a  
study o f the  sq u a t ta re  in  the S i f t  V alley Province. The Nakuru 

i s t r i c t  council made the ru le s  in  19^2 but began to  enforce them 
in  19*4. Dee a lso  M.P.X.Loreaaen* c o . c i t . . p .o l .



the  sense  of in se c u rity  resu ltin g  *rom tb s  ehenge o f  th e ir  s ta tu s  

was largely  responsib le  fo r tbs widespread p o l i t ic a l  u n rest through­

out th e  White highlands la  tbs poet-tear y e a rs . I t  was la  those  years 

th a t  nany, mainly second generation squat tare*  b i t t e r  end discontented* 

poured in to  Nokuru. I t  vas a its* and p o te n tia l ly  ex p le tiv e  t l a e n t

whose impact was s t i l l  to ba f a i t .

The s trugg le  between the dmini s t r a t i  on and tha Kikuyu a e t t l e r s  

in  Olengurnene was another source of p o l i t i c a l  u n rae t. The s tru g g le

about the  tenae o f settlem ent resu lted  in  the  s e tt le r s*  e v ic tio n  

which was completed by 1950. The detarained  and un ited  .s ta n d  o f the 

s e t t l e r s  and the harshness of the / dedal c tre tio n  had a consider*  wl e

im pact on the p o l i t i c a l  a to o th e r s  among the Kikuyu, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  

the  RVP.1 I t  was in  Nakuru d i s t r i c t ,  in to  which Clengumone waa

in co rp o ra ted  in  19*7, and in  Nakuru town where the legal proceedings 

a g a in s t  Clengumone settlers took place that this impact was very

2
s tro n g ly  f e l t .

g a in s t th is  background we now tu rn  to  the development o f  the 

na tional! at nov«Mnt in Kekuru and viev tha change. within IAU. Tha 

re s ig n a tio n  o f Thuku in  January 19*5. the  aufcaoquat e le c t io n  of

--------- 1 ittin  as the party's prwidoat in  Fahrusiy 19*6 and tha a sa uvU o.

o f  .aderehip ty  Kanyatta in  l W . J  ven t s  long vay to  a l l * r  the  fa a rs

o f  KCA Isadora and other p o litic a lly  nindod Kikuyu aa to the nature

o f  the Union. In 19*6 three lo c a l WCA loader®. J.KaacnJo. J.Mwanra and H.K.Ka

1For a  f u l l e r  account o f tha h igh ly  a i p i f i c a n t  O^nguruoM  M M *  
tsea N.i.K.U>r*naon. on -c it... pp. BS-5» i . ^ - o r n f i a . d .  - i iHkateutk of Mm . Appaedl* C| C.O.teaborg and J.ltettingha,
• cj. c i t . t  pp.

‘ in te rv iew : b.Wemsgnts, N.tfvsure* R.K.We«bea. 
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jo in ed  Kiikuru'a K.-.U committee* Two v e il educated Kikyyu c le rk s ,

Kanyua and K.K. v-ombaa, a*so Joined the committee aa did I* Heso,

a p ron inen t Luo with some educati » ,  and 2* dhola, aa educated and

p o l i t i c a l l y  outspoken Luo* There was a lao  a t  least one Muluahya in

the  committee a t  th a t tim e. Kaayua became the chairmen. l .  Heeo

the vice-chairm an and K.H*waauaa the s e c re ta ry . This committee, with

a in o r  changes, wee in  o ff ic e  u n t i l  aba*. 19>~.
in

The t r ib a l  balance w ith /the committee changed d r a s t ic a l ly ,  the 

Kikuyu .oing no t caly  in  the a a jo r ity  but alao  co n tro llin g  the  two 

n o a t im portant p o e ts . At the gras© -roots lev e l JL*li support caiac 

la rg e ly  from the Kikuyu* a p a tte rn  emerged in  Hakuni, whereby t r i b a l  

balance w ith in  the n a t io n a l is t  movement was possib le  oaly when the 

so re  p o l i t i c a l ly  conscious and coam itted Kikuyu d id  not Jo in  in*

Roeberg and Nottingham a t t r ib u te  Kikuyu predominance la  KaU aa a 

whole to  the fa c t th a t  ’'only among the Kikuyu did the p re re o u ic ite s  

o f lead ersh ip  and s o c ia l  communication e x is t  to the ex ten t needed 

to  support •  h u  a o w u c n f '.2 Th. B u i t i - t r i i ^  « i tu i t io n  In  KUturu

does no t oear th is  argument out*

while the  lo c a l KCa branch caae to  support and provided some 

o f  i t s  lead ers i i t  had never been a macs movement* In 19^6, whan 

th e  Kikuyu began dominating KaU, Kl .I membership probably d ie  not 

exceed forty* The R if t  Valley igikuyu Union, the f i r s t  Kikuyu t r i b a l  

a s s o c ia tio n , was formed oaly in  la te  1<*«, vhen the Kikuyu were a l ­

ready well In  c o n tro l o f K. U** le a d e rsh ip . The Luo and / baluhye on 

th e  o ther hand had ty  th a t time a complex network o f t r i b a l  a ssoc ia tion*  

a t  the  centre of which were the Luo Union and the  Abaluhya Welfare

'In terv iew ? J.F*G.Kanyua, J.Gdada, K.flene, L*R.Getata, B*K*»am ao. 

^L.G.Rosberg and J*Nottingham« c p . c i t * •  p  2 1 f> «
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/■MociatioB. '  Ihe— h ie ra rc h ica lly  organised aaao c ia tlcM  pro­

vided  a  network fo r  both leedership« and aoeia l cosaum lcati— and

c o n tro l .

Thus Kikuyu p re Coed nance in  K*U can n o t be explained aic.p u . 

te r a e  o f a  p ro -ex ie tin g  network o f leaders hip and ao e ia l coa—m ic a tio u .

On th e  o thar hand, i t  eeeaa poeei'ole to  exp lain  i t  by tha apparently  

h ig h e r degree o f Kikuyu p o l i t ic a l  consdouaneae. ihe  iaauas which 

were a t  the cen tre  o f  the Kikuyu s tru g g le  with the co lo n ia l a u th o ri­

t i e s  -  land, female c ircu n c ia io n , ed u ca tio a , e n u a ttin  -  had a wide 

appeal wong the tribeeu.cn. They fo s te red  a  < enae of Kikuyu ••natlon- 

a l i s e ” , shared not only by a  - a l l  educated e U te  but by - a y  of the 

o rd in a ry  i l l i t e r a t e  tribeenen . The foung Kikuyu -eo m i n m 

e a r ly  1920s and the KCA from 1925. were two expressions o f th e  Kikuyu1 

deep sen— of p o litic s ."  I*  the second h a l f  o f tho 19We Kikuyu 

n a tio n a l end lo c a l le a d e rs  could appeal d ire c tly  to the Kinnyu '-..see 

and i ■obiti— tr ib a l  s o l id a r i ty  and p o l i t i c a l  receptiveneae.

aong tha two Hyanxa t r i b e ,  n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  awareneas bad n o t 

pono tra ted  deeply . fo U tic e  reaained la rg e ly  p a ro c h ia l, ro f lo  tin g  

c la n  o r  lo ca tio n  p a r t i c u l a r i e - .  K..0 »•*«• euccood^l in  f irn ly  

e s ta b lis h in g  i t s e l f  in  the Luo and A taluhya reserves. la  Hekuru thoee 

tr ib o a —n occupied tha—elv es  a s in ly  w ith th e i r  t r ib a l  a s e c e ia tio — . 

Ih a  networks o f le ad e rsh ip  —d oon tro l provided by tb s— a sso c ia tio n s  

wore not -  y e t a l lo y e d  in  th e  n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  a re n a , wh.n they 1 2

1^HI abov«t pp.

2C ,0 .nc8t«rg  and J .H o ttirg h — . fllaiA i- • «>• n " 160* 1V7-«1. 

5u .0 .to a b e r«  end J .P o ttin g h — . P*21®*



were employed fo r ouch purposes on the are o f Independence they 

proved very u s e fu l .1

d d itic n n lly  the Kikuyu were by the second h a lf  o f th e  19*»Qb 

the  la rg e s t  s in g le  t r ib e  in  flekuru. They were on the  whole more

committed toiurban l i f e  and Viewed in te r e s t  in  urbam-bamed p o l i t ic * :
r

c T s ^ s c t io n B .  The Luo and Abslubya were no re  attached  to  th e i r  re ­

se rv es  and th e i r  t r ib a l  assoc ia tions were sore  reserve o r ie n ta te d .

The p o l l t i c a l  p o s itio n  o f the Kikuyu in  Nakuru was fu r th e r  re in fo rced  

by the  r.uppreaeed and re s tiv e  Kikuyu s r u a t te r s  who fortaed the tow n's 

p o l i t i c a l  h in te r la n d . The p o l i t ic a l  in te ra c t io n  between town and country 

was indeed a  constan t and tsajor fa c to r  in  the p o l i t ic a l  development 

o f  fokuru. The se ttlem en t o f Nakuru by nany e» -o cu a tte rs  c reated  a 

unique Kikuyu town-country lin k  which was not experienced by any 

o th e r  t r ib e  in  the town.

This ev ident d is p a r i ty  in  the degree o f n a tiona l p o l i t i c a l  aware­

n ess  and comndtaent and the i n t e r - t r i h a l  re la tio n s  in g en em ’ made 

harmony and u n ity  w ith in  K’D d i f f i c u l t  to  achieve. KCa le a d e rs  could 

n o t fu l ly  t r u s t  non-Kikuyu cosndttee  members because they had not 

taken  the oath  which had beccam a p re -co n d itio n  fo r nr to u  ra^tual 

t r u s t  among Kikuyu. For o th e r Kikuyu i t  was the general d is t r u s t  

they  had towards th e  o th er t r ib e s  and the Luo in  p a r t ic u la r .  Hefor- 

r in g  to  the Luo vice-chairm en the then branch sec re ta ry  re c o lle c te d : 

•'There vea a  po in t vhtn a e ta ta  end n y s e lf  had to  say ‘blind you, he i s  

a  Luo, he i s  uacircum ciasd9• This was when we d e a lt  w ith  very se c re t 

f la t te r s ." * 2 3 A huluhym coasd ttee  n e a re r  during the  e a r ly  195M» was 

so  b e t te r  informed about what went em among tb s  U kuyul l a  a  I t u a t i o n

30*

^ftee below* pp.

? In terv iew : R.H.*sobaa.

3 In terv iew : J.F.G.JKandwa.



where th e  re c re t  R ttu r t  o f p o l i t ic s  and f t t r  o f Uovcrnaant v t^ r iM l i  

p u t a  high preo lua on in te rn a  se c u rity , suspicion  Mid ue-

came norm al.

There was a lso  a  d iv ision  between tha  1C A a id e rs  sad the  th ree  

educated Kikuyu on tha  KaU co an ittee . woa source regarded th i s  d iv i­

s ion  ma one between Moderates and a i l i t a n t a .  o th e r evidence, however, 

e tro u g iy  suggests th a t  there  was no d iffe ren c e  in  p o l i t i c a l  o r ie n ta tio n  

between the educated Kikuyu and the KCA e id e r s .  There were no basic 

arguments bet wean then s to u t tha p a r ty 's  p o lic ie s  s in es  they were a l l  

soda r a te s  who believed in  a c o n s ti tu tio n a l struggle* Tha d iv is io n  be­

tween the  educated Kikuyu and tha  KuA e ld e rs  re fle c ted  a  d iffe ren ce  

in  s tan d ard  o f  education* The sore p o l i t i c a l ly  a r t i c u la te  Kikuyu 

c le rk s  regarded themselves as more s u ita b le  to  lead  tha party*  They 

formed the in n e r c i r c l e  o f Nakuru's 1A1 lead e rsh ip , to which both the 

non-hikuyu and the KCA a ld ers  on the c o a n itte e  had H a lte d  a c c e s s . '

In  tha KaC* education  was an obvious, though so t th a  only* 

a t t r i b u t e  o f le ad e rsh ip . 'The educated c o an ittee  aenbara were a l l  

young, nowoomere to th e  town. 'The uneducated were o lder and had re ­

s id ed  in  tha town fo r  a  long tim e. Not having tha auch s o u g h t-a f te r  

ed u ca tio n a l q u a lif ic a tio n s*  th e i r  c la ia  to  lead was based on success 

in  business* prominence in  o th e r p o l i t i c a l  o r t r ib a l  o rg an iza tio n s  and 

a c o n c ilia tio n  of p e rso n a l q u a li t ie s  and leng th  o f  stay  which made then 

re sp ec ted  lo c a l p e rso n a lit ie s*  At l e a s t  f iv e  JUG lead e rs  were a lso  a t  

d i f f e r e n t  tin e a  neabere o f tha fiakuru A frican dviaory council o r tha 

Kakuru Municipal Board* 1

1 In te rv iew : J.f.G .K anyu*.

^ In terv iew : M ’.U e ta ta , k*M.Wanbaa* J .H sau re , b.w .Kutungi.

^interview: k*M*Wanbaa*
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tfhmi reviewing the a c t iv i t ie s  of KaU la  Nakuru a f t e r  the  -e r , one 

■uet take la  to  co ae id e ra tio a  the p rev a ilin g  p o l i t ic a l  a tao  sphere of 

th a t  period* Nakuru, ae the headauartern of the P ro v in cia l and L ie t r ic t  

i‘M in is tra tio n  and the  hub of s e tt le rd o n , waa anong the no a t  p o l i t i c a l ly  

repreaaed  area in  Kenya* The town was s n a i l  and the J fr lcaap o p u la tice  

concen tra ted  in  a  defined c lrcu aecri bed area* Nakuru could hardly o f f e r  

the r e la t iv e  se c u r ity  and confidence enjoyed by i f r ic e n e  in  Nairobi 

w ith i t s  la rge  and somewhat uncontro lled  . f r ic a n  population* Nakuru 

p o l i t i c a l  lead ers  in  p a r t ic u la r  could only fe e l com pletely esqpoeed end 

help leee*  They could never be q u ite  eure th a t  th e i r  e ec re t nee ting  a v e ts  

n o t rep o rted  to  the police*  There waa always the feer» in  th e  beck o f 

th e i r  minds, o f g e t t in g  involved with th e  a u th o r i t ie s  o r lo s in g  th e ir  

jobs*^ This sense o f in se c u rity  wee in te n s if ie d  by the n u l t i - t r i b a l  

com position  o f the lo c a l  leadership*

Under these oircuam tences i t  l e  hard ly  su rp ris in g  th a t  the con-

n i t  te e  *e functions were la rg e ly  c a rrie d  ou t in  secrecy end ln fo rn a lity *
2o f f i c i a l  co n a ittee  n e s tin g s  were rare* even ae ra re  ae once n year*

Much o f the business o f the coan ittae«  n t  le a s t  in  19**6-9» *as d e a lt 

w ith  by the Kikuyu " ln n d rr  c i r c le " .  They used to  d iscu ss  p a r ty  B a tte rs  

o v e r a b o ttle  o f b eer o r a cup o f tee  ae though p a r t  o f a  p r iv a te  so c ia l  

c h a t, lone n a t te r s  d iscussed on such occasions were coanunicated to  

o th e r  co o n ittee  sen b ars  and o th e rs  were not* ' I f  th is  was known in  the 

town* such an a r b i t r a r y  way o f running a  p o l i t ic a l  o rg an isa tio n  could 

h a rd ly  to re  fo s te red  confidence in  the  p a r ty  aaong i t s  nsnbepe*

"In terv iew : R*M*Waabaa« £*I*Hwendia.

2In terv iew : £.Meao, R.N.Uanbaa, L .P .G eta ta . J.F.O.Kanyua.

^ In terv iew : R.M. «aabaa*
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.c u e ra l ly ,  Judging free Nakuru which occupied aa im p o rtan t p o d *

t io n  a t  tha centra o f  the coniestiouo RVP, 1LX did not develop a  w all

o rgan ised  and co n tro lled  network o f p a r ty  bnachea  even in  Kikuyu dumin-

a ted  a re a s . Contact w ith headquarters sees* to  have bee* epsamndic and

in  many caaaa through personal con tacts r a th e r  than through o f f ic ia l

channels* There was l i t t l e  guidance o r sqpervialom froa the n a tio n a l

le a d e rsh ip , while Itakuru was a  centre o f communication fo r  the EVP

branches I t  i s  doubtful whether i t  had ever operated aa an e f fe c t iv e

p ro v in c ia l o r  d i s t r i c t  headquarters. Vi th in  the l i s i t a  o f  in e f fe c t iv e

communication cystem* however* Nakuru branch operated aa a  lis te n in g

post*  tran sm ittin g  to  Nairobi in fe m a tio n  about the s q u a t te r s ' condi-

t io n a . L ea l party  sp iea  used to be s e n t to  11atan to d iscu ss io n s  a t

s e t t l e r s '  meeting# in  the  l i s t r i c t .  Report* aboat the co n te s t of these

m eetings vers communicated to  the p a r ty 's  headquarters*1

N either did KlU generate  much a c t iv i ty  locally*  There were the

occasional pub lic  nee tin g s  addressed by n a tio n a l leaders  which a t tra c te d

f a i r l y  la rge  audiences* In 19*»7 Konyatta addressed a la rg e  see  tin g  in

the  lo c a l African stadium . In June 1950 a  K.'.U public  meeting a ttra c te d

fo u r bundled, and f i f t y  people and in  th e  follow ing month eighteen hun-
2

dred / f r ic a n s  case to  11 a tan to aa address by Kenyatta. Thare were 

a ls o  the lo c a l general meetings a t  which the  commit tee  was r e ­

in s ta te d  by acclamaticm* Nakuru formed s  p a r t  o f the fu n d -ra is in g  

network which enabled the headquarters to  pay i t s  h il ls *  Tha lo c a l branch 

had n e ith e r  o ff ic e  no r c le r ic a l  s t a f f .

Although th a re  were membership cards and fee s  th e re  was not an 

a c t iv e  membership tak in g  a c tiv e  in te r e s t  in  the running o f  the branch.

The follow ing o f th e  p a r ty  enema to  have bees based on s  vague acceptance 1 2

1 In terv iew : J.F*G*Kanyua, b*Heao* L*P*0etata* K*K, m.v. an.

2In terv iew : £*Neao. N.H*6.S*b.F., N WMR» June, July 1950.
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o f th e  p a r ty 's  p o lic ie s  and the national lta d a reh ip , la th e r  than oa 

a v e i l  organised p a rty  «achinei7 with reginented breaches* la  a  M a ll 

town l ik e  Hakaru th e re  were not aany p o l l t io a l ly  conscious educated 

A fricans and those who ease forward lacked In  experience, o o a a ltse a t 

and sea l*  as a  n a t io n a l is t  p a rty  s tru g g lin g  to  achieve i t s  s in e  con­

s t i tu t io n a l ly *  KA0 was ra th e r  inadequate, k ith  the A d a ln ie tra tlon  

aware o f  the p a rty  b ranches' w eakness/ the  a a t io s a l i s t  lead ersh ip  was 

deprived  o f s  w ell organised , —se tv s  support, e s s e n tia l  in  asking i t s  

p o l i t i c a l  desands e f fe c t iv e . This s ig h t be one of the reasons fo r  the 

f a i lu r e  o f c o n s ti tu tio n a l n s ttc aa  l a s  in  Kenya in  the  p re-iaergency  

period*

The O rigins and iw a io sn a n i o /.

We bow tu rn  to  the developaent o f  the  a i l i t a a t  and v io le n t a l t e r ­

n a tiv e  to  c o n s ti tu tio n a l p o l i t i c s ,  which cu lsin a ted  in  the  ao -ca lled  

Man Mau revo lt*  The is su e  i s  s t i l l  confused*B ritish  A d s in is tra tio n , 

s e t t l e r s  end sch o la rs  a l ik e  have tended, f ro s  d if fe re n t a c t iv e s , to  

confuse the is su e . JPhced with s  d e te r io ra tin g  secu rity  s i tu a t io n  w ith­

ou t being ab le  to understand o r  Id e n tify  the  fo rces behLmd i t ,  the Ad­

m in is tra tio n  tended to  regard Kikuyu-donixuited p o litic a l,, trade  u n io n , 

ed u ca tio n a l and re l ig io u s  o rg an isa tio n s  a s  p a r ts  o f  Mau Man. :*ea 

C o rf ie ld , who wiots th e  o f f ic ia l  account o f  Kan Mau, pub lished  In  i960, 

subscribed  to  the seme view. R eferring  to  the yeas 1950-2 he sayst 

"By t h i s  t in s  Joao K snyatta had su cc e ss fu lly  ousted a l l  noderate  African 

op in ion  fron the JUU. I t  was dooinated by Kikuyu ex trem is ts  and had 

become almost synonymous with Man Mau.' uuropim  i ^ t t l e n ,  f* an n g  1 2

1 Kenya A fiicas  A ffa irs  department Annual Report, 1951* RVP Report, p .?8 .

2r .O .C o rf ie ld , o p .c i t* » p.269.
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tb ftt # .frican p o l i t i c a l  a g ita tio n , coupled with Qovinvoflt v a c i l la t io n * * 

waa going  to  Jeopard ise  th e ir  paramountry were, in  f a c t ,  try in g  to 

a a l l  t h i s  t  heal a to the  Qo rem nan t, xa e a r ly  aa 19t8 the executive 

coecsittee o f the  E lecto r*  Onion had paeeed a revolu tion  urg ing  the 

d e p o rta tio n  o f Kenyatta and o th ers  fo r  th e i r  re a p o a a lb llity  fo r  the 

growth o f  subversive a c t i v i t y .1 Leaky* a  s e t t le r*  described Mau hau 

in  words id e n tic a l  to  thoae of C erfla ld : " In  fa c t ,  in  about 1951*

KAU and Man Mau bee ana synonymous."

Scholars who have studied Mau Kan (mainly in  the Central rrovince 

and Nairobi) a re  no no re  p re c ise . Roeberg and Nottingham. while eo- 

phasicing the Nairobi A l l  tan to* role* seen a lso  to regard KAU and the  

violent underground movement aa two a id es  o f the sane co in : MK «U re— 

Mined the  public fo rua  of nationalisn*  but the widespread use of 

secret oath  f o r  m ob ilisa tion  and un ity  could only be c a rr ie d  by an 

equivalent s tru c tu re  fo r  connunication and ac tio n , 9̂52 in  centra^ 

Kenya and o th e r Kikuyu dominated a re a s , the leadersh ip  o f  these  struct­

ures had bean alM St synonymous with those o f KaU."'' I t  l a  hardly 

surprising t J » t  B u ijte n h u ije , using no new sources, subscribed , with 

certain re se rv a tio n s , to  the view th a t MMeu Man l a  p a r t  o f  KMJ, a 

m ilitant p a r t ,  a s o r t  o f  a  fitern Gang” which was adopted by the pro- 

secution in  Kenyatta*a t r i a l .

B arn e tt, on th e  o th e r hand, says th a t  "the underground move­

ment which most w r i te r s  re fe r  to  aa *Kau Msu* was in  f a c t  a  d ire c t  

l in e a l  descendant o f  the  benned ICC/*, which . . .  underwent a dramatic

^R .B uijW nbuiJs, Lc M» uveneat r Mc*»toa, The Hague 1971* p . W *

*L.£.B .Leaky, ;efeaU n&  t he Mau fan,, .Methuen i» Go. London 1952* P* 3% 

^C.G. koeberg and J.N ottingham , o r . c j t .  * p .262.

'h.Bui jtenhui Js, op.cH >, p .l$3.
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s h i f t  beginning in  1950 fron a h ig h !/ M l t c U r t ,  e l i t e  o rg an iza tio n  

tc cn unr-erground nans ■ovenent**'J while B a rn e tt 's  basic aryu— n t i s  

b roadly  accep tab le , he f a i l s  to b r iig  to l ig h t  the fo rcss  which were 

re sp o n sib le  fo r  the transform ation of tb s  KCA from a  peaceful to  a sub­

v e rs iv e  and v io le n t movement. Thin tra n a fo ra a tio a  was s t  l e a s t  as  i a -  

p o r ta n t as  th a t  froe a  s e le c tiv e  to a  aaaa organization*

For a n a ly tic a l purpose i t  seeaa u se fu l to  narrow down the de­

f in i t i o n  o f  Mau Ksu to  include only groups and leaders  who had advocated 

the  ecployaent of organised violence in  p u rsu it  o f  th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  cause 

and who had s ta r te d  to  organise theaaelvea to  th a t end p r io r  to  the de­

c la r a t io n  o f the G tate o f Laergenry in  0 to b er 195^. The is o la t io n  o f 

the v io le n t fo rces i s  e s se n tia l to  the b e t te r  understanding o f  Mau Ksu* 

The KaU was a loose p a rty  both o rg a n isa tio n a lly  and id e o lo g ic a lly . 

N e ith e r was the  KCA a  p o l i t i c a l ly  , n c n o llth ic . rone Mau Mmi

le a d e rs  were aeabers o f  both the KCA and the KAU but to  regard  these 

th re e  bodies in  Nakuru as id e n tic a l  would be ni*taken.

The developnent o f  the KCA in  th e  p o s t-« a r years  was a  prelude 

to  th e  emergence o f Meu Mau* When i t s  le ad e rs  jo ined  the KAU lead e rsh ip  

in  Nakuru in  19*6, th e  KCA did no t cease i t s  underground ex isten ce .

They regarded KAU a s  a  usefu l tra in in g  ground fo r  the o th e r  t r ib e s .

But the  n e e d 'fo r  a  s t r i c t l y  Kikuyu p o l i t i c a l  aovenent was *111 acute 

in  those  c ru c ia l y e a rs  whan Kikuyu problems in  the isae rv e  mud the 

White Highlands war# approaching c r i s i s .  In fa c t 0* Ndengwa* the KC.%

g en era l s e c re ta ry , t r i e d  p e rs is te n tly  in  19*5 19** to  persuade
2

Government to  allow the  aoveeent to  fu n c tio n  in  the  open* la  Nakuru 

th e  am*e costal t te e  composed o f peacefu l and Moderate e ld e r s  continued 

to  hold o ffice*

and fc.NJa— . h«u f r o ,  - l t h ln . M cglbboo »  t —.
London 19*** p*5*

^C.G.Bosbeig and J .N o ttln g h aa , o p .c l t .  , p*215*



In  the con tex t of the RVP the ev ic tio n  of sq u atter*  and t f W * ,c' 

in  Cienguroone gave added impetus to the KCA in  Nakuru d i s t r i c t .

The in c lu s io n  o f Qiengumone in  Nakuru Id s t r i c t  in  19^7 was s ig n i f i c a n t .  

The KCA p ro v in c ia l committee which aeems to  have been in  ex isten ce  

th e o re t ic a l ly  since  19 ^ 1 be cane ac tiv e  in  19^6-7 to  a s s i s t  the Oleng- 

uruone s e t t l e r s .  I t  s e t ,  however* only once o r twice and d e a l t  a lso  

w ith the  problems o f  the Kikuyu s e t t l e r s  in  K ia ii . Four Nakuru KCA 

e ld e rs  were members o f  th is  committee.'

In the absence o f a  permanent p ro v in c ia l o r d i s t r i c t  organization* 

Nakuru' s  KCA committee played an im portant p a r t in  the 0 enguruone 

a f f a i r .  R epresen tatives o f Nakuru committee v is ite d  the se ttlem en t to  

g a th e r  inform ation and give advice, Casual Koina* the s e t t l e r s '  leader* 

o f te n  came to  Nakuru to  d iscuss h is  problems with the lo c a l committee.

In  1948* when s e t t l e r s  whose perm its had elapsed were s ummoned to Nakuru 

M agistra te  c o u r t /  the  Nakuru KCA committee looked a f te r  them. Nakuru 

branch p a r tic ip a te d  in  ra is in g  funds to  finance th e i r  le g a l defence.

The growing p o l i t i c a l  u n rest in  th e  RVF a f t e r  the *>< r  m o the 

KCA a c t i v i t i e s  i t  generated* brought about an increase  in  th e  pace o f  

rec ru itm en t to  the movement# The oath o f  unity* adm inistered in  i lcr^ -  

uruone by 19^6 to  v i r tu a l ly  a l l  the lo c a l population in  o rd e r to 

s tren g th en  th e i r  s tan d  ag a in s t the A dm inistration had a  s tro n g  impact 

on the  KCA in  the D is t r i c t  and beyond. This Olengurucne oath  warn a lso
5

adm inistered  to  a l l  those who v is i te d  the se ttlem en t.

An in te l l ig e n c e  rep o rt in  19^8 t a l ks  about oathing o f sq u a tte rs

1I  owe. th is  inform ation  to F .F ured i.

Interview* D.W.Mutungi* A.GunJiri.

-^C.G.Roeberg and J.Nottingham* Q P .c it, * p .2^6.

^In terv iew : D.W.Mutungi* N.Hwaura.

^C.G.Rosberg and J.Nottingham* op. c l t . * p.255* Interview:
N.Hwaura* J.K aruggia.
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in  Hjoro and U  bin* on area* la Nakuru d istric t cy Mthe people of 

tho three i t t U n " ,^  This waa ttaa 1UA la  it*  traditional fora, i laca 

there waa an intaractioa between Nekuru and d istric t branches i t  la 

very lik e ly  that tho sane aonborahip drive was undertaken in  Hakuru aa 

v e il. On 21 September 194*# the Erector of Intelligence reported for

the f ira t  time that a nee acvenent. hau Man, believed to be a k
2

(ranch* had appeared in  Maweaha not far fro m  hakuru. tain* thia 

movement waa a t i l l  the KC1 and the worda hau Kou are probably a dis­

tortion of the Kikuyu word mra • oath.

What waa to have a far greater influence oa later develepnenU 

waa the change in  recruitneot policy. Traditionally* aa a h o « earner* 

the K*,A recruited only nature people. There had always been a very 

aeall nuaber of young men acting aoatly aa neaaengera. The increase 

in  the nuaber of young recruits in 19^7 or anountec to ooro 

a quantitative change. 19*8 there were aore than f if ty  young aen 

in  Kctkuru branch alone.J A further indicaUon of the growing i*P°rt- 

ance of thia new catag0x7 waa the appointaent, by Nakuxu KCA committee, 

o f /). u u njiri as the leader of the young aeabers. Ounjiri subsequently 

becaae the leader of t^C yonng BCA aeabera throughout the lia tr ic t . 

iie had coae to Nakuru in  19*7 froa BahaU area where he had been a 

squatter. Be waa hiaaelf a K£A alder and a foraer aeabar of the 

lU'-A committee. Aa such he acted aa a lin k  between t ie hv 0-c,ori1
. .v  %coaaittee and the aoveaeat'e youth group. 1

1JT#0 .u o r f io ld , o p .c lA .t P-77. 

ibid# p .78.

>interview : A* G u n jirit J.K arugrir.

^jLnterviev: A. C m njiri.



Thia youth g ro u p  m i  the direct predecessor of what was to ba­

con* Mau Mau in  Nakuru. I t  m m  certainly aot intended to develop 

that way by the KCA eoealttaa which had brought i t  into being. They 

regarded their new creation not aa a nucleus of a subversive and violent 

am , but rather aa a support to thair in creased but peaceful a ctivitie * . 

The young sea bars ware in  a subordinate position acting aa aeasengers 

to maintain contact wlti the HVP branchaa and the central uoaaittaa 

and aa guards end look-outs during onthing corenoniea. ‘

I t  la  on ouch potentially pare-cdlitaxy duties of the youth group 

that attention oust be focused whan attempting to trace the origin of 

the future g u e r i l la  /' noveaent. Oam of the tasks of the group*a 

leader was to train hia nan for the proper perfomance of th a ir duties. 

While this training could hardly be described as m ilita ry . i t  laid the 

foundation for reginentation and discipline. To ensure i; fieri tment 

ana diecipline a special "guard** oath” was administered to the group's 

aeebara from 19^8 or even earlier.^ Thla oath represented an import­

ant departure t r m  the original KCa oath adkdnietemd in  Wakuru. Xh* 

goat replaoed the Bible a* one of th* nain synbole and further, the 

"guards* oath" included a comitaant to steal ama and to k ill  whenever

duty demanded."'

The developnent of n d ia trict group of young, vigorous and in ­

patient young Kikuyu, many of when wars fkbittor»Ki e -oquattera, cr>- 

thuaad by a forceful oath* was aoon to prove aore than an enbarraaanent 

to th e  established KCA leadership in  Hakuru. In  about 19**9 the youth 

-egan to challenge th* leadership and th* policies of the nmrenent.

"‘interview: J.Kaivggia, A.dun^iri.

^Interview: A .C u n jiri, J.karuggia, H.Hwaura.

Interviewi J.X aruggia, K.Getwa.
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Th^r claimed th a t the peaceful aethcce te d  achieved aothlx* aad th a t 

the  lu ropeens would a o t y ie ld  to  th e ir  deaaade un less forced to  do so . 

While arguing with the kCA e lder* , the you the began to p u t forvaro 

v io len ce  as th e  a l te rn a t iv e  way,1

The ro le  of Kenyatta ae the unquestionable n a tio n a l deader in  

im portan t to  the understanding e f  the d iv ia io a  of young end e ld  w ith in  

the KCA* d e fe rrin g  to  the cleeh between the two eohoola o f thought* 

th e  then  KCJA sec re ta ry  re c a lle d : "Theee nea eaid th a t te a s  ^ len y e ttg / 

wanted us to  g e t  h o t, Because he apoke in  strung p o l i t i c a l  language 

th ese  people in te rp re te d  i t  th a t he wanted no re ac tio n  aad n o t ju s t  

ta lk in g .  This was n o t re a lly  fu s e 's  in te n tio n  as we* the o ld e r  people* 

understood i t , " 2 This serves to  i l l u s t r a t e  the an b iv a len t natu re  o f 

K en y atta 'e  lead e rsh ip  in  those c ru c ia l y e a r s . '5
were

The KC1 e ld e rs  renal ned unconvinced My the youth en d /d e ten d aeo  

to pursue th e i r  aoderate  way. They t r i e d  to  explain  to t h e i r  young 

non be re th a t v io lence would lend then and the novenent in to  danger* 

but to no a v a i l .  The youths continued unabated to  develop the idea  of 
violent e tn ig g le  and th e i r  i^ p tU to c i  towards the "slow" KCa e ld ere  

grew. There was only or.a KCA e ld e r  in  the  whole coan ittee*  Thuo 

Kgugi, who supported the views o f the young d l l  ta c ts .*

The f i r s t  concrete  issu e  around which tbs old-young d iv is io n  

focused was the decision* taken in  about 195^* to  in c rease  the  pace of 

r e c ru i t in g  to  the KC/J, This nsnberchip d r iv e  wan ained a t  achieving e

1 In te rv iew : L,V,HuUmgi* G .te itu sri.

‘'In terv iew ! l.W .Hutungi.

^C,G.Aoebetg end J.fto ttlnghaa*  op, c l t .  * pp« 266-/0* 274-5* JU ta ij te n -  
h u iJo , o p . c i t , i pp . 159-71,

^Interview: r.W.Hutungi, J.Karuggia.
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h igher o f un ity  and cosmltmeat Moeg the iikuyu. ib e  KcA

lo a d e rs  expected th a t th is  would cake t h e i r  e c m s tltu tlo n d  e f fo r ts  

Bore e ffe c tiv e*  I t  wee well w ithin the t r a d l t l o a d  KCA p o l i t i c a l

s tra teg y *  la  M. kuru* the  KCi e ld ers  were de ten d n ed  th a t r e c r u i t -
_ 2 

cen t should be achieved through persuasion  and so c ia l p rocu re  only*

In  1930 the  A dm inistration bee mm d a rn e d  by the  growing s e c re t  

a c t i v i t i e s  and i l l e g a l  oething ceremonies in  the HYP. I t  waa a l l  

e sc rib e d  to  the  ”Kau Hut Association*1* I t  cans to  the su rface  with 

a  t r i a l *  in  Hakuru M ag is tra te 's  Court* in  which nineteen A fricans 

e re  charged w ith p a r tic ip a tio n  in  an unlaw ful oathing careenny. This 

t r i a l  wrought about the  e f f i e l d  p ro sc r ip tio n  of Man Man*'' In  August 

1950 a  p o lic e  o f f ic e r  was posted e t  Makuru fo r  s p e d d  d u tie s  in  con­

n e c tio n  with Mau Man in v e s tig a tio n s  and p ro s e c u tio n s /  l a  a  n e s ti ng 

convened by th e  P.C* to  diecues methods o f  conbettlag  subversive 

a c t iv i ty *  th is  o f f ic e r  imported th a t th e  Msubversives"in  Makuru were 

known ae ‘The fn—iin ln tn" ^ In fact* th e  s e c re t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f 19**9-50 

were a t i l l  under the f u l l  con tro l of the  moderate alders*

But soon th e i r  con tro l was to bs challenged on the  is su e  o f tho 

fo r*  o f  the recru itm en t oath . The seaborn o f  the yout h group regarded 

the  oath ing  campaign n o t only a s  a naans o f  achieving u n ity  m d  coa­

s t  tso n t*  but a lso  f o r  i n s t i l l i n g  s o r t  m ilitan cy . The KCA o rig in a l oath  

w ith  the  B ible and th e  so il*  ae  fa r  a s  they were concerned, had not 

produced such. They wonted to  extend t h e i r  goat oath to  th e  move­

ment ae e  whole. When th is  id e a  wee brought to  them In  1930. the Kxa

^C.O.Hoeberg end J.H ottinghan* qp^cI U *  p .259. According to  these 
authors*  i t  s ta r te d  in  Klaabu in  JTebruaiy 195^

"In te rv iew ; P .b.K utusgi* J.Kamonjo* J.Kwauwu

5P.O ,C orfield* o p . c l t . » pp. 83- 6.

4 +bld** p .9 3 .

" j. ;-jCL. • P»9^»



a ld e r s  s tro n g ly  opposed i t .  They tr ie d  to  M dA tel* i*eir co n tro l over 

the movement. The you ths, 01 the  o ther hood, were a c t  prepared  to 

l i s t e n  to  "reasonable" arguments. The e ld e rs  waned thee th a t  they 

s ig h t  g e t in to  tro u b le , teat troub le  waa what they wanted. Confronted 

w ith the  force fu lness end <te term ination o f th e ir  yotag * ^u ic rd ina toe  

the  e ld e rs  even tu a lly  gave in , and the in tro d u c tio n  of th e  g o e t oath 

to  the movement ee a  whole was sanctioned ty  the Kca com m ittee.1 A 

v ic to ry  wan then won fo r  n ili ta n c y  and the youth proved th e i r  d e te r­

m ination to force t h e i r  norms upon the KCA ae a  whole. But they s t i l l  

bad no t worked out th e i r  h ite m a tiv e  and th e i r  plana remained vague.

Against a background of growing division, the youths formed their 

own committee in  about 1950.  I t  warn an institutional expression o f 

t h e i r  growing independence and influence. The chairmen of the rsi-itunb* 

committee warn the leader of the group, G u n jiri. The town coaiitteo

subsequently  developed in to  e Pi s t r i c t  one including representative!.
2

from a l l  over Nekuru H s t r i c t  where s im ila r  groups functioned .

Su cording to th e  then chairmen o f  the  m il i ta n ts ' c re m itte e , 

he maintained constan t con tac t with th e  Kga committee u n t i l  about the 

middle o f 1951. There were no open m ajor disagreements between the two 

ooesd tteea  during t h i s  period ."5 A modus vivendi was apparen tly  * » t* t-  

lish e d  during th is  in te rim  p e rio d , in  which the young m il i ta n ts  a sse rted  

t h e i r  independence, and ty  forcing  th e  e ld e rs  to  san c tio n  the goat oath  

dem onstrated th a t the  balance o f power w ith in  the KCA was changing in  

t h a i r  favour. At th a t  stage  they were apparen tly  not in  to  re s  tod in  

com pletely o v erru lin g  the e ld e r s ' a u th o r i ty . Having proved th e ir  

p o in t ,  they p re fe rre d  co-operation  to  a  showdown u n t i l  they were ready

to  go fu r th e r .  1 2 * *

1 interview: i .b .H u tu n g i, A.GunJiri, d.K aruggia, K.Getwa.

2
In terv iew : J .K arugg la , . .G u n jir i .

^ In terv iew ; A. G u n jir i .



Ac a re c u lt  the  KC* coral tte e  e ra  s t i l l  la  charge rad  co n tro lled  

■oat o f  the oa th ing cerraoniee which were performed la  th e  town and the 

bordering  fe ra e • u n t i l  about aid-1931 • They tr ie d  ae  such aa  p o a d b le  

to  uae only peraueaion and aocla l p re ssu re . la  c e r ta la  oases* how­

e v e r , whan a peraoa p a r tic ip a tin g  in  an oath ing  ceremony re fused  to 

take the o a th , he would be beaten up to  prevent h i*  fro* g iv ing  away 

the  meveswmt's s e c re ts .*

But even by then* the n l l i t a s t e '  conedttee had begun to organise 

i t s  own ostbing ceremonies. When th is  c rae  to  the no tice  o f  the 

c o ra l t te e  the e ld e rs  t r ie d  in  vein  to  persuade then to a top  th i*  p ra c t­

i c e .  I t  eeera , in  a d d itio n , th a t bafore  aid-1931* they had u s e d .l f  not
2

y e t  ex tendvely*  force* desp ite  the e ld e r s ' disapproval*

In th in  period  the  growing d l i t e n c y  aaoag the  Kikuyu rade 1 U  

im pact on the aoderate  Kikuyu KAO le a d e rs . 6 Juas 19%  Tra Mbotela, 

the  KAO nationa l v ice-p resid en t*  addressed a  pub lic  aee tin g  in  Nakuru.

I t  waa a p a r t  o f h is  sn ti-su b v e rd o a  campaign, in  which ha a trugg lad  

w ith  g rea t courage a g a in s t the r is in g  t id a  o f r.i i tm e j nru. 

and for the a s s e r tio n  of KAU aa  an opan and c o n s ti tu tio n a l p a r ty . Hia 

e f f o r t s  in  Nnkuru were not followed up by the aoderate  lo c a l len d ers . 

When Kanyua end a e ta ta ,  the c h d r r a a  and eecretaxy re sp ec tiv e ly , began 

to  fo a l the p ressu re  o f the d l l t a n t s *  they choee to g iv e  up ra th e r  than 

faca  the challenge . There was ao o f f i c i a l  re s ig n a tio n . They d r if te d  

away q u ie tly  and g rad u a lly  ao aa no t to  a t t r a c t  a t te n tio n  and an tagon ita  

th a  m il i ta n ts .  They choee to con cen tra te  th e ir  public  a c t i v i t i e s  in  the * 2

* In terv iew : B*W.Mutungi.

2 In terview : l.W .M utungi.

\ aS* 12.6.39%* p .2 .
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sphere  o f  su s ic ip a l p o li t ic s *  With th s i r  withdrawal Kali's ccasaittec 

ceased to  B H t s l to g s th s r  sad ay 1951 the  urssck was v i r tu a l ly  defunct 

Ihe  Kikuyu KaU bo darn t s  p o l i t ic is a s  sad tb s  lo ca l c o a a i t ts s  a s  a  

who I s  played so p a r t  in  tbs im portant p o l i t i c a l  developnents i s  thoss 

c ru c ia l  y e a rs .

Jy about tb s  n id d le  of 1951 tb s young a l  l i t a s  to  wars raady to 

s t r i k e  again . They wars f a r  froa happy w ith tbs p rogress o f tha oa th ing 

esapaign  undar tha guidaaca o f tha a id e r s ' o c a n lttse . The than KtA 

s e c re ta ry  raoaabarad tha nood o f tha young a c t iv i s t s ;  "Thane wozas. 

why do thay persuade paopla. Thay s ra  too alow, whan s h a l l  wa tava tha  

good ounbars so th a t  wa can f ig h t ."  A dec i sion was accordingly  takas 

cy th a  M ill ta ste*  c o a v itta a  to  nova fan t a r  with tha  os th in g  caspalgn 

by using  fo re s . Tbs Idas of using fo re s  to  apaad up tha pacs o f re -  

c ru i ta a n t  apparently  o r ig is s ta d  in  N a iro b i. Tha Idas was to

paopla to a  c e r ta in  p laca  undar various p re te x ts  and to  fo re s  than to
_ 3

taka tha oath .

A-van a t  th a t »U g« tha a i l i ta n ts *  ooasdttaa had n o t j e t  tra n s la ted
k ^

t h e i r  a d l i ta n t  t l U n a U v t  in to  d e f in i te  o p ara tio aa l p la n a . Tha a c -  

c a la ra t io n  o f tha p ass  o f  oathing was s is a u  a t  achiavxXi^ •—*1 - . 

tha  Kikuyu people a s  an a s s a n tia l  p re lin ln a iy  to tha fu tu ra  s t iu g g ie . 

iha  scope« tha psca sad tha aethods used , conet i tu ta d ,  howavar, s  

a s j c r  dapartu rs  f ro a  tha N il t r a d i t io n a l  p o licy .

In terv iew :

2 In ta rr iaw t

^In terv iew :
k .ntarvitw i

L.w.Mutungi.

A .G unJirif J.Karuggis* K.Getva.

J .  Warul.

A .G un jiri.
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The decision  to  re so rt to  in te rn a l violence and in tim id a tio n  warn 

o f p a r t i c u la r  s ig n ific a n c e . There were obvious dangero in  auch an am­

b i t io u s  acheae of fo rc in g  unity on the e n t i r e  U ib a l group* * •'hereae p i r -  

auooion combined w ith ao c ia l preaaure brought in to  the movement the 

p a s s iv e , the v a c i l la t in g  o r the in d if fe re n t  * forcing  end in tim id a tio n  

a lso  brought in  h i t t e r  opponent*. Theme could be only e l i a b i l i t y  to  

the  rroveaent, a s o f t  spo t in  a m etret o rg an iza tio n , and a  bloaming fo r  

the  Covornment'm s e c u r ity  s e rv ic e s . ' The oath included the  promise o f 

n o n -d isc lo su re  of th e  movement*a s e c re te , but many C h ris tian a  and edu­

ca ted  Kikuyu did n o t believe in  i t s  power* The m ili ta n t le a d e rs  hoped 

th a t  where the oath  was in e ffe c tiv e , in tim id a tio n  would n o t be .' They 

were to  be proved wrong* l e t ,  they were eo obsessed w ith the need fo r  

a b so lu te  un ity  th a t they discounted th e  disadvantages o f  th e i r  campaign.v 

k i th  no sp e c if ic  o p era tio n a l p lans u n ity  eeeae to have become the aim 

r a th e r  than the naans. This obsession w ith  un ity  re f le c te d  the  growing 

cones o f  in se c u r ity  among the Kikuyu, and a  lack of experience in  under­

ground o rgan isa tion  among the m ili ta n t 1 coders.

The KCA committee had n o t even been consulted about the launching 

cf the forced oething campaign. Their a t t i tu d e  to  v io lence warn known 

and th e i r  opposition  to  the new move wmn an tic ip a te d  by the m ili ta n t 

le a d e r s .1* Having l o s t  hope o f g e ttin g  the e ld e r s ’ support to  th e ir  

m ilita n c y , they chose to  ignore th e i r  au th o rity  and take the  lead . The 

e ld e r s ,  ap p recia tin g  th e i r  in a b i l i ty  to  con tro l the course o f  events 

and fe a r fu l o f a rousing  the rage of th e  m il i ta n ts ,  chone to ab sta in  from 

a c t io n .5 They KcA committee wmm w ithering  awey, i t s  e ld e r s  being a lso

'F .i- .^ o r f ie ld , o p .c i t .  t PP* 1J6-7.

in terv iew : G. Hultued*

''In terview * G. Multued.

* In terv iew  2 l .G u n J ir i ,  G .H uituri, K .Cetva. 

^ In terv iew : J.KsmonJo, I».W.K»tungi, J.Hwmura.
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In tied da ted by  the m ilitants and even the election in 1951 o f T.Ngugi♦ 

the ad 11 tent e ld er, an chalmen could net ch— fe ite  fate.

Hau Man wm on the vmgr in . Host oething ceremonies. i f  not a l l .  

from then on were organised and controlled l y  the edhtanta' committee.' 

Those who had taken the oath were not necessarily incorporated into a 

regimented organization involving specific duties and obligations. In 

fa c t .  many of then were subsequently le ft  alone. I t  le doubtful whether 

the m ilitant leaders ained at a ll at a total regimentation of the 

Kikuyu. It  would have been an impossible undertaking by any standards.

By uniting the »hole tribe they had in  mind the establishment, through 

a passive ing, of s friendly sad co-operative human sad economic h in ter- 

land. within which the hard core m ilitants could operate effectively 

and securely. I t  was thus important for them to have a grip on the 

Kikuyu r:oases, and in  the absence of an organizational structure to 

control them, forced nothing• intim idation and internal violence made 

sense. People who took the oath after add-1951t regarded i t  as Hau Ksu 

oath , although i t  was s t i l l  the old ICA oath with the goat replacing 

the Bible. For th is , the press and the Government aatl-Mau Hau propa­

ganda campaign were largely responsible.

The organization of the hard-core under the B ill tents’ committee 

must have developed considerably after aid-1951* a on thing ceapaign 

on such a scale demanded an elaborate network of leadership to organ­

ize  end direct i t .  A large cadre of oath administrators was also re­

quired. Cm thing was organized according to the d istric ts  in the cen­

t r a l  Province, from which the in itia te s had originated.? A well dis­

ciplined and organised para-m ilitary force was required for the pro­

tection  of on thing ceremonies. Transport had to be organised nineo

Interview: J.Karuggia. A.GunJiri. K.Getva.

'In terv iew : J.K aruggia.



■sio' townsmen were oathed on f i n s  in the  w la tr ic t. f in a lly *  a t  

l e a s t  a  ruoioentary  in te llig e n c e  serv ice  was e sse n tia l to  the sec u rity  

of th e  oathing cwnp&ign and the novenent a s  a  whole, Makuru le ad e rs  

who formed the nucleus o f the l i e t r i c t  coom ittee were involved la  o r­

gan! s in g  the moveciont throughout the l i e t r i c t  and even btyond.

A P o lice  Import fo r  Kckuru l iv ie io n  fo r  the f i r s t  h a l f  o f 195- 

rav caled  developments confixmed by A frican o ra l acuroea; " In fo m a tlo n  

has been received tiia t  Hau Mau adherent# have decided to  l i e  low un­

t i l  June* They s ta te  th a t  in  th i s  way they w ill l u l l  the Government 

in to  a  p o s itio n  o f f a ls e  se c u r ity / ’1 T his was one mgr o f  in te rp re t in g  

the slow pace o f oa th ing  co n tro lled  by the KCa e ld e rs . However* the 

re p o r t  a lso  gave inform ation about forced oathing a t  th a t  perif'd  in  

o ilie r  p a r ts  o f the KVP and Kakurv l i e t r i c t  i "Forced oathing has bean 

re p o rte d  fre a  01 da? mu* where a  la rg e  meeting* attended by a' out f i f t y  

people* was he ld , where oaths were taken . The nee ting  waa reported  to  

have been surrounded by guards aw ed w ith knives* an<- '*cr tr ! r ~ 

coated  round the p la c e . F urther meetings were reported  fro a  Halveaha, 

idnangop and G ilg il  a re as  and among p riso n e rs  in  Hsivssha p r i s o n / ’ 2 

in  & Bsaoraadum by th s  11 re c to r  o f In te llig e n c e  end S e c u rity . dated 

18 Februaiy 1952 Hakuru f ig u red , with o th e r  places* as  a  p lace  where 

}mu Hsu was r i f e . "

Two developmen ts  in  the second p a r t  o f 1951 demonstrated the 

f u r th e r  ra d ic a l!n a tio n  o f  the movement, f i r s t ,  n new name* MflELiLifi. 

iwgjm, the f ig h tin g  group* was adopted by the hard core young m ilitan ts , 

The concept o f f ig h tin g  was ev id en tly  tak ing  shape. Second, tfcchira 

Hugi rep laced  G u n jis i a s  chairman o f  th s  m il i ta n ts ' committee* the

1 .I '.^ o rf ie ld *  o p . c i t . » p . l l ^ .

' I b i d . * pp. 111-2.

*•i d , * p .l$C .

**In terv iew : G .Huituad, K.Getwa, J .h an y o ik e .
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In i 'te r  reaa in io g  an ord inary  committee member. The r n i t n  fo r  th is  

change emerges fron the  evidence of a coemit tee members **Xa the  begin­

ning G u n jiri « a  good but then he e ta r te d  to go slowly and bee mm 

l ik e  th e  old  waaee. ao we d ievened  hin  and e lec ted  •aoh ira  kugi in  h ie  

p ie c e . '1 The la e t  l in k  with the K a conedttee was d ra p e d . The tin e  

f o r  v a c i l la t io a  wee o v e r and f u l l  c o n rita a n t to  v iolence becane an in ­

d ispensab le  p re - re q u is i te  fo r lead e rsh ip .

a n a ly s is  o f the  young n i l i t c a t e '  leadersh ip  helps to  app rec ia te  

b e t t e r  the  d is t in c t  n a tu re  of kau Kau. «aongot thee were tea  known 

le a d e r s .  a t  the  town* d i s t r i c t  and p ro v in c ia l le v e ls , who were r e s i ­

d en ts  o f  fe fcu ru / with the eaception o f  Cmnjiri they were young can 

in  t h e i r  tw en ties, -even o f the ten  cane to  Makuru from th e  surrounding 

d i s t r i c t s  where they had lived  noetly  a s  s q u a tte rs . Nine o f  the ten 

were self-em ployed, n o e tly  aa p e tty  t r a d e r s ,  tn ly  one. J.wenyoike 

who Joined the co cn itte e  l a  1953* oould have been considered a s  re ­

la t iv e ly  prosperous, host o f then were nevconera* s e t t l in g  in  the town 

in  th e  p o s t-b a r  y e a rs . They were noetly  uneducated and were e i th e r  noiw 

C h ris tia n  o r  members o f Kikuyu independent sec ts .

Thia l a  a  d is tin c t'.V  > profils in  comparison with the  leadersh ip  

o f  th e  KOA o r  1UB. T h e ir youth perhaps explains th e i r  im patience, 

eagerness and th e i r  radicalism. I t  gave th e ir  r e la t io n s  with the K-A 

e ld e r s  an element o f  generations) c o n f l i c t .  Their <jocio—econ* ^tatii. 

was. however, of far g re a te r  im portance. A p a tte rn  developed through­

o u t the  i d e t r i c t  whereby kau hau lead arah ip  was la ig e ly  in  h e hands
 ̂ 3

o f young Kikuyu p e t ty - t r a d e r s ,  newcomers to  the varim s townships. * >««y

h*d no ro o ts  in  the  town o r the "ay sten ” and had noth*;* to  lose be­

s id e s  th e i r  l ia d te d  p e tty  trad ing  which barely  gave then  a liv ing* ’*t * 2

 ̂In terv iew  i J.K aruggia.

2These were: V.Rugi. A .U ia jlr i .  J .K aru g g ia . K.Mahugo, K.Wanjohl.
K.Getva. .N gata. K.waihobo. O.Multuad and J.wanyoike. Except the 
l a s t ,  who Joined th e  co an ittee  in  1953. these were committee nenbera 
a t  le a n t fro a  1951. ______________________________________________



the  sane time b^Lrtg h tra d e r  had a c e r ta in  aura of success In the 
eye s o f the masses o f the 1 Hi U ra te  Kikuyu, trade having a high 

▼slue anong the  Kikuyu, Being eelf-enployed these young people en­
joyed much so re  freedom of aovooeat and action then the employed 

townsmen or the sq u a tte rs  on the fa re s . Of cooperably g re a t  import­

ance were the o r ig in s  of most o f thea from aaong the M s t r l c t ’e 

squatter population . Hau Mau in  the RVP vaa_large2y a r e v o lt  o f the 

Kikuyu ru ra l  masses. Much of th e i r  b it te rn e s s  and hatred  towards the 

Europeans cteamed from th e ir  experience as sq u a tU re . Keen when aoving 

to  th e  tovi! th e ir  fa m ilie s  and fr ien d s  regained on the f s r n s .  (hie 
Mau Mau le ad e r s ta te d  th a t he jo ined th e  a l i i  ta u t group a f t e r  h is  

p a re n ts  had bean ev ic ted  froa  the fe rn  on  which they had sq u a tted .

These ex -sq u a tte rs  very perso n ally  h igh ligh ted  the  in te ra c t io n  be­

tween town and country , an im portant c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f Hau Meu in  the 

RVP, Host o f these lead e rs  had uses unaffected  by the in p a c t o f Euro­

pean Dir.a im s  and education .

R eferring  to the  impact o f O peration Jock *>cott which was c a rrie d  

o u t with the d e c la ra tio n  o f the i t a t a  o f  uwrgency and was aimed a t  

depriv ing  Mau Mau o f l tf l  lead arsh ip , B u ljten h u ijs  says: "P u ls , apre* 

l a  d e c la ra tio n  da L’a t a t  d 'urgence e t  l* a r ra s U tio n  de l a  quasi- 

to t a l  i t s  da leadara  nationaux Kikuyu, l e s  as uses paysannea as sont 

re trouveea  de nouveau seu lee pour s*angager dans l a  re s is ta n c e  a r m s .” 

He claim s, in  fa c t ,  th a t  between the beginning o f 1950 and October 

1952 Mdes evoluea e t  dee lead ers  nation* ax oat p r i s  le  pas eu r le e  

r ^ r m r  populairee  anonym s '*.2 The Hakuru equ ivalen ts o f  the  educated

^Interview: C.Muitttai, K.Kabuba, A.Gunjiri,

'In te rv ie w : G.Huitumi.

^R .B uiJtenhu ije , o*>.cit»« p .? 01.



eac* n a tio n a l leaders  c e r ta in ! /  bad as th ing  to do w ith tho "anonymous 

bmsecs'*. indeed* one o f tho neat c-trilang and fasc ina ting  aupecta 

o f Imu Mau in  N&kurui and p io h tU j elsewhere* was th a t tbo "aa n y tc o v  

manses" evolved th o ir  own leadership  in  do fiance o f  tho e s tab lish ed  

p o l i t i c a l  lo ad ers  and th e i r  p o l i t ic a l  s tra te g y .

Iha  young ad. l i  te n ts  evolved an e lab o ra te  and e f fe c t iv e  network 

o f le ad e rsh ip  which exerted  a  degree o f con tro l and in flu en ce  unpara lle led  

in  th e  recen t h is to ry  o f the kikugru t r i b e .  I t  i e  wrong to  assume th a t  

ed u ca tio n  was a  p re re q u is ite  fo r  lead ersh ip  in  a s i tu a t io n  where the 

m asses were la rg e ly  i l l i t e r a t e .  The young a l i i  te n ts  of Nakuru* re je c t*  

ing the moderate leadersh ip  o f the day * evolved th e i r  own standards 

o f  lead e rsh ip  q u a l i t ie s  in  which education did no t f ig u re  a t  a l l .  

devo tion  to the m il i ta n t  cause* enthusiasm and n a tu ra l le ad e rsh ip  

q u a l i t i e s  were f a r  oore im portant.

I t  seems th a t in  1951 Nakuru’s  m il i ta n t  leadersh ip  estabfebed 

c o n ta c t w ith N a iro b i’s  m ili ta n t leaders*  who began to  assume co n tro l 

o v e r the  movement throughout the country* forming the nucleus of a  ten* 

t r a i  committee. Kokuru'a committee s e n t rep re sen ta tiv e s  to  c e n tra l 

 ̂o m i t  tee  meetings and accepted N a iro b i 's  paremountcy. The n a tio n a l 

le a d e rs  of tho a i l  Kant Hau Keu were i n  many rospecta s im ila r  to  the 

Xakuru le ad e rs . Imong these Nckuru people  came in  co n tac t w ith were 

k U n lay  Mathenge. i>edan Kimathi, H baria Kanin* Kagc Kboico* takuns 

iiuongi and N gunjiri U ru g u ru*1 some o f  whom were l a t e r  to  become famous 

form at "genera ls" .

- e t U e r  and Government o f f i c i a l  a l i k e , went to  g re e t  peine i s  

d e n ig ra ti i*  Meu Hau lead ers  a s  crim inals*  leadero  o f darteneoe* a s  

lead in g  th e i r  people back to  th e i r  barbarous past*  re jecting  the bene­

f i t s  o f p rogress and c iv i l i s a t io n  •• in flic ted "  on them by th e i r  co lo n ia l

1 In terv iew : G .fe ltu m l, J.Karugia* K.Getva, K.Waihobo* J .  ^anyoike.
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benefactors. Nakuru Mau Nan leaders do no t correspond to th in  atero- 

typing. Whiln they were ne ith e r p o l i t i c a l ly  a rticu la U  nor nub t i e ,  

they were c e r ta in ly  n o tira te d  by p o l i t ic a l  i deala . I t  mm land wxo 

freedom th a t  they wanted and they had wcikod out th e i r  o m  way of 

achieving i t .  tou Mau waa ind ica tive  o f the p o l i t i c a l i ty  o f  the Kikuyu 

graso-roots. Government and a e t t le r a  who had a ia f lv in g e  about the 

constitu tional p o l i t i c a l  a g ita tio n  of th e  educated •'.frican lead ers  could 

hardly be expected to  regard Mau Mau aa a  p o l i t i c a l  phenomenon.

The K'.-A in  i t s  tra d it io n a l fern aa represented  by the e ld e r s ' 

committee received the l a s t  deadly blow when Nokuru's a l l i t a n t  leaders  

introduced the 3*tun lo th  in  about March 1952. The o rig in  o f the 

oath ie  s t i l l  inconclusive . Rob berg and Nottingham say th a t  i t  o r i­

g in a te d  from tha S i f t  Valley sq u a tte r® . 1 U*m Nakuru ex-Kau Hau leader*

claim ed th a t i t  s ta r te d  in  the Thoopson's F a lls  area  whence i t  spread
A 2 

to  Nakuru and only than to  Central Province and N airobi. Cat ax-

Mau Mou le ad e r was adamant th a t the oa th  o rig in a ted  in  N airobi and was 

introduced to  Nakuru M e tr ic t  by S tanley Mathenge. 3 Tha f i r s t  Batua 

Oath ceremony In Nnkuru d i s t r i c t  was held  on the e s ta te  o f  Lord I e la -  

mero, oysambu, n ear Hbcnik s ta t io n ,  some ton ad le a  from Nakuru on 

the voy to G ilg i l .^  T his p lace remained the  main cen tre  fo r  the ad­

m in is tra tio n  o f the  Be tun oath fo r  th e  M e tr ic  t and the tow .. New 

c e n tre s  were s e t  up l a t e r  on. The o a th  was f i r s t  adm inistered to the 

l i s t r i c t  .leadership and only then d id  i t  spread to  the rank and f i l e .

The Be tun oath  was such mors compelling both in  form end in  con­

te n t  th e  KCA o a th , end waa wholly the c rea tio n  o f Meu a eecer—

ship and .  : a development o f  the g u a rd s ' oath . I t  com aitted those who

\.O .R o a b e ig  and J.M ottlnghaa, o p . c i t . « p »2k&.

^In terv iew ; G .H uitusii, A .G uajiri, N.Mvaura.

“'In te rv iew : J .K arugg ia .

^Interview* A .G unJirl. J.Karuggia, O .M uitiai, N.Nwaura.
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r.'.d i t  to  ac tio n  and violence and to  t  higher decree o f  lo y a lty

and d ice  ip  l in e .  U  was t a  in i t ia t io n  to  h igher standard* o f cou r­

age and devotion to  the  anvenect's  cause* I t  created  an in n e r 

c i r c l e  w ith in  the movement with i t s  own syni/ois. sec re te  and orgasl*

c a t io n .x

The word Batun wan a  Kikuyu d is to r tio n  of the word p la to o n  and 

had a  c le a r  m ilita ry  connotation. The in tro d u c tio n  of the oath  

s tim u la ted  the growth o f the hard-core o rg an isa tio n  ty  i n s t i l l i n g  i s  

the  Mau Han a c t i v i s t s  a  more pressing  sense o f purpose* l a  Nokuru 

the  Batun w arrio rs were divided in to  p la to o n s under p la to o n  coomander* 

under the o v e ra ll superv ision  o f the town commander. There a lso  de­

veloped s  d is t in c t  ju r is d ic t io n  fo r the Batun w arrio rs d is tin g u ish ­

ing  the*  fu r th e r  from those who had taken only the f i r s t  KCA oath*

with the  Batun Gath Hsu Has thus en tered  a  d is t in c t  m ilita ry  

phase* While s tay in g  in  Kakuru fo r  a  week fo r  the in tro d u c tio n  o f the  

Batun Gath t tan ley  Fathenge introduced the  rudiments o f p roper *11 i -  

ta ry  tra in in g  to Hau Msu lo a d e r s /  I t  included basio f i e ld - c r a f t  and 

th e  use o f weapons, buboequently m il i ta ry  tra in in g  was o rgan ises lo c a l ly  

jy  Nokuru readers* who a lso  acce le ra ted  the  pace o f arms a c q u is itio n . 

T h is  tra in in g  hard ly  brought the Hsu Hau w arrio rs up to  any reasons.*!# 

s tan d ard  fo r  an e f fe c t iv e  g u e r r i l la  fo rce  by the time the  Emergency 

was declared* However# coabined with the  in tro d u c tio n  o f the Batun 

Gath# i t  marked * tu rn ing  p o in t in  the  development o f Mon Hsu*

I f  Hsu >fcu won unprepared fo r  f ig h tin g  when tb s U tate of ^acrgency 

won declared* i t  won a t  le a s t  p a r t ly  mo because i t s  leadersh ip#  i t s  

r rg a n ls a tlo n  and i t s  rooowreos were la rg e ly  employed in  the enforced

"Thera were v a r ia tio n s  of the  Batun Oath in  form and con ten t os i t  
spread* Ih r  a  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  * Batun Cath ceremony in  Nyeri broadly 
r i a l  1st  to  the on# p ra c tice d  in  Nekuru# see L.L* B arn e tt and K.IIJama. 
o r . c i t . t pp. 50- 2 .

r rvi o \! 5j$?S§cia.

In terv iew : C.Multumi# J.K aruggia.
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o a th in s  cw*>*ign. With the ntw wave of sea l and enthusiasm sparked o f f  

fay th e  Be tun Lath, the campaign k m  a cce le ra ted . la  a d d itio n  to 

p h y s ic a l coercion* socia l end econcede pressures were acre  ex tensive ly  

s p i l e d .  Traders who had not taken the Kla oath were boycotted u n til  

they jo ined  the movement.' Aa the nunher o f  those who had taken the 

o a th  increased! the e f fe c ts  o f the tconooic and so c ia l p reaeurea were

ouch so re  f e l t ,  There was a campaign o f  o a t r a d s *  ag a in s t those who
2

had n o t taken the o a th .

A fter the in tro d u c tio n  o f the detun oath , Kau hau lead e rsh ip  

tig h ten ed  i t s  co n tro l over those who had taken the K~A o a th  and those 

who had takes the detun Oath in  p a r t ic u la r .  1 in h ib it io n s  were in t r o ­

duced by the lieu fcou c o w it toe in  o rd er to  d isc ip lin e  members end p re ­

p are  then fo r  the s tru g g le . There were p ro h ib itio n s  on drink ing  Uiro- 

pean Deer, anaking European c ig a re t te s ,  wearing European h a ts  and f r e ­

quenting p ro s t i tu te s .*  Two Kikuyu serv in g  on municipal bodies g o t 

s p e c ia l  exemption fro a  the beer p ro h ib itio n  eo th a t they could ooaceal
L

th e  fa c t  th a t  they had taken the he tun  Oath. To nako p ro h ib itio n s  

e f fe c t iv e !  a  p o l ic i i*  eye te a  was o rgan ised , in  the words o f a promin­

e n t KCA e ld e r  Kau feu  a i l i t e n t s  became the o f  *****

peop le . ** * * 'She a c tiv e  members o f the "platoonc" opera ting  in  the various 

s e c tio n s  o f the A frican locatio n s  were la rg e ly  preoccupied with e f fe c t­

in g  th e i r  leaders*  co n tro l on Nakuru'a Kikuyu p o p u la tio n . An im portant 

p a r t  of th e i r  d u tie s  was to d iscover leakages o f  in form ation  and t r a i t o r s .

* interview* J.w anyoike.

^Interview s . .H .Ng*ethe, J.K aruggia! J.J.G .kanyue# :>.L.Bernett and
K.Njam , o o . c i t . , pp . 115-7.  Thay t a l l  about a  a i a i l a r  developoent 
in  the re se rv e .

^Interview s D.W.Mutuagi. J.K aruggia! K.Oet*a.

^Interview s J .H jenga . i .P .G e ta ta .

^Interview s D .k.H utungi.

6 Interview s O .M uituai, J .danyo ike .



With the  eras forced oa thing bringing in to  the movement's nodes mzqr 

r e lu c ta n t  r.oabens, these du ties  o f the young n i l i ta n U  were beoomifig 

in c re a s in g ly  ira p :r ta c t. For naqy Kikuyu the fear of the young m ili­

ta n ts  was ouch sore  e ffe c tiv e  then the pov* r of the oath. Thoee who 

were caught acting con trary  to  the eo v o m n t'e  code were wrought In 

f r o n t  o f a movement's court and punished severe ly . There wane a special 

c o u rt and ju r i s d ic t io n  fo r  those who had taken the Be tun Oath."

The Mau Hau lead e rs  thus estab lish ed  an e ffe c tiv e  ays te a  of 

c o n tro l and in tim id a tio n  which in h ib ite d  overt opposition  to  them 

aacng the Kikuyu in  Hokum. Those who were most a ffec ted  by the  ru le  

o f  tfeu Keu m il i ta n ts  were M ahers o f the  lo ca l Kikuyu s l i t s .  These 

were th e  educated, th e  prosperous businessmen and the p ro a in en t p o l i ­

t i c i a n s  who had bean the  lead ers  o f  th e  Kikuyu t r ib a l  community.

They had lo s t  th e i r  p o s itio n  and th e i r  in flu en ce  among t h s i r  t r ib e s ­

men. They had to watch the tu rn  o f ev en ts  which they regarded as d is ­

a s tro u s  without being ab le  to <ppose i t .  f in a l ly  they were c o l l a t e l y  

exposed to in tim id a tio n  and m o lesta tion  by people of no consoouence 

by t h e i r  s tan d ard s . 1 2 iven ICC A e ld e rs  were not exeepted from th is  

f a t e . '  The words o f  a prominent Kikuyu p o l i t ic ia n  of the  time 

i l l u s t r a t e d  th e ir  predicament* " I t  was an unpleasant experience fo r  

th e  educated and w ell-to -do  Kikuyu to. be pushed around and be to ld  

what to  do by the i l l i t e r a t e  leaders o f  the m ilita n t m o v m n t vhc 

wore in  day to day l i f e  of a  much low er c la s s . 1* o rder to  avoid 

o o le c ta tlo n  one had to  pretend th a t he understand what they were 

ta lk in g  about and th a t  he agreed w ith then. I f  one was s tu p id  enough

1 Interview  * J .N jenga. * .P .G eta ta .

2In terv iew ; J.JF.ti.Kanyua* K ^k.cietata. fi#H.kg*ethe. 

Interview* l.b .M utung i.



to  oppose them he found blast I f  in  danger. ”1 In fa c t th is  a n  was a tn t  

to  .-ansibar by the adm in istra tion  before the -mergency, l a  o rder to  

r e l ie v e  h ia  fro a  the m il i ta n ts ' p r e s s u re /

A  few prominent Kikuyu in  Nakuru were even forced to  take the 

Batun Oath. Being in  contact with the Administration* Mau Kau leader* 

wanted to  use then as  a  source of inform ation aad to  p reven t thea co­

o p e ra tin g  w ith the iluropean a u th o r i t ie s  again st the movement, uw  of 

them was a c le rk  in  the D .C .'s o ff ic e  and anothar was a  Municipal c o u n c il lo r . 

The Be tun Oath ceremony during which the  i n i t i a t e s  were lin e d  up naked 

and beaten up severe ly  was very hum ilia ting  fo r thea. The coranitraent 

to  v io lence  was o f te n  again st th e ir  b e l ie f s  and in c l in e t id ie .  die 

o f  them expressed , in  re trospect*  th e i r  d i l — »> -Being detained  wee 

one o f  the b e st th in g s  th a t happened to  me. I could not go and hang 

pec o le  o r f ig h t  o r  p u l l  out coffee  p la n ts  and o ther th in g s  which the 

o a th  commanded us to  do. Being detained I was a free  man. rh#

Mau Mau lead e rs  fo r  th e i r  p a r t  had l i t t l e  t r u s t  in  tie educated Kikuyu 

and the  former Kikuyu p o l i t ic ia n s ,  even a f t e r  they had taker t.’,e  H"tu«

Oath. They had no access to the movement's s e c re ts  end had l i t t l e  knew-
5

ledge of i t s  le ad e rsh ip . o rg sn isa tio n  and s c t iT i t ie s .

Is  mid-1952. while the M ilita n t cM*>algn »  g a in ing  impetus.

e f f o r t s  were mad. to  r w u .c i t . t e  the  KAO l o c i  brw ch  which h i  bw n

d efunc t s in ce  1950.  In W52 J.Ks—n Jo . th « proninent T.

»ppro« h .d  the p o r t ,  hasdquartors urg ing  th e . to  r* r iw . the redundw t

1 Interview: S .P .0etata.

^Interview: J.F.G.Kanyua, J.MandefitVl.

^Interviews £.M.Ng*ethe. D.W.Kutungi.

^Interview; i 6.M.Hg'st-J*

^Interview 1 £ .P .0n tata . D.W.Kitungi. fi.M.Kg'athe



branch. The headquarters f o l l o w  up th i s  local i n i t i a t i v e  and a 

nav branch cooedttea was se t up. 1 I t  van s ig n if ic a n t, however, th a t 

fo r  about two y ears , from 19J 0 to  195?» KAC9a national le ad e rsh ip  had 

aade no a t ta n p t  to  rev ive  Bokum*# branch. Thaaa wore too c ru c ia l years  

during  which c o n s ti tu tio n a l p o l i t ic s  s te a d i ly  lo a t  ground. The chair*  

nan o f  the new branch conedttee was J.Kamonjo, and 2.Adhola, the Luo. 

became the new se c re ta ry . There vas no b asic  change in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

o r ie n ta t io n  o f the lo c a l co an ittee . aa had happened fo r example in  

N a iro b i, a y ear o e r l i e r . 2 Kanonjo, though more p o l i t i c a l ly  committed, 

was a  moderate p o l i t ic ia n .  Be opposed, w ith h is  KCA co lleag u es, the 

young m il i ta n ts .  Two new known committee members. -'.K.Mwendia, the 

Kikuyu, and W.Nandwa, the Huluhya. added a  moderate r a th e r  than ra d ic a l 

f la v o u r  to  the  cocxd ttee . The branch was launched in  June 195? w ith 

a  mass meeting organised by the n a tio n a l headquarters and attended by 

about f iv e  thousand people . 5 Three committee meetings were reported  

in  June. Ju ly  and August 1952.* The Uau Wan m ili ta n ts  were not rep re ­

sen ted  a t  a l l  on th e  committee. Involvement in  an in e f fe c t iv e  m n lti-  

t r i b a l  p o l i t ic a l  o rg an isa tio n  could serve  them no purpose. They con­

c e n tra te d  th e i r  e f fo r t*  on the Kikuyu, rep resen ting  a t  th a t  s tag s  

Kikuyu ra th e r  than Kenyan n a tiona l ism . The KAO In  Rakuru remained o u t- 

a id e  the mainstream of p o l i t i c a l  developments.

hau tteru in  Nakuru, fa r  from being a  focus o f u n ity , brought about 

d iv is io n  and d iscord  in  the n a t io n a l i s t  movement. Being an exclusively  

Kikuyu o rg an isa tio n  i t  accentuated p o l i t i c a l  d iv is io n s  between tr ib e s

Interview s J.Kamonjo.

‘T.G.ftosberg and J.N ottingham , o o . c i t . . p .269.

5N»M.£.S.L.F«, NAbHK, Juno 1952, F.Kubai to  MAAO, 19.6.195?* 

S .».N .* .S .L ,/ .*  NaWKH, June, July 195?* J.Kamonjo to  MAU, 26.6.1952*



3 If
in  th e  town. But even within the Kikuyu tr ib e  they esphasisad the 

d iv is io n s  between educated end uneducated, C hrla tiaae and aon- 

C h r is tia n a , poor and a ff lu e n t, n i l i t a n ta  and noderatee. T rib a l "un ity" 

was achieved by the o d lita n ta  on the eve o f the u r g e n c y  by l a t i a l d a t -  

io n . I t  reaained to  be aeen i f  unity  achieved by force could be a a in -  

ta in e d  in  the  face o f  auatained ex ternal p ressu re .

/ft* dv rtas . jM H f f lg

Cn 20 October 1952* the Governor signed the P roclana tion  declaring  

a  t t a t e  o f -iaergency in  Kenya and au th o rised  the d e ten tion  o f one 

hundred and eigh ty  th ree  leading A fricans in  what waa known aa Operation 

Jock O cott. 1 Koaberg and Mottlnghaa, aa wall as ih ii j te n h u ijs , re fe rr in g  

to  Kenya aa a  whole, e^ h a a in e  the e le a e a t o f d ia eo n tin u ity  between p re - 

^nergency Mau Mau and the fo re s t r e v o l t .  B uijtenhuil*  Jtaye i t  e le a r ly ;  

"A n o t re  a v ia , l a  re v o lte  aau oau n*a pas e ta  declenchee p a r le  a o u v e -  

ment oau aau ou p a r  l e  peuple Kikuyu, a a is  provoque, ou to u t cas 

p r e c ip i te  p a r  1# & ouveresatat du Kenya. " 1 2 koaberg and Hot tin g  haa 

sh a re  th is  view* " . . .  auch o f  the v io len ce  which occurred during the 

emergency was not a iap ly  a con tin u a tio n  o f  e i th e r  pre— *M rgeocy p o ll*  

t i c  e l  te c t io e  o r th e  GovemaentU s e c u r i ty  aeaaures, bu t derived f re e  

th*  condition* o f th* m u e m e j  i U o l f ."3 Ib«y *1* ) ***»i**l«* th* 

b**ic d isco n tin u ity  in  l**d*rahlp b*tv*«n th* pr*»t4**re*ncy p o l i t ic a l  

groups the fo r e s t  figh ters*  These views l i t  in  w ith  the thftsie

1F .D .C orfle ld , Q PnCjt., p .159.

‘ ^ .D u ijten h u ije , o p * c l t ,« p . 192.

3C.G.Koaberg and J.W ottinghaa, o p .c l t* , p.277.

^ Ib id , p .278.
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th a t  th e  d ec la ra tio n  o f the S ta te  of -Emergency, vhich ip a iM  o ff  the 

Hau fceu revolt*  was la rgely  the re su lt  o f  a s e t t l e r  conspiracy aimed 

a t  tak ing  advantage o f the m ilitan t expression*; o f . f r ic a n  p o l i t i c s  

to  e lim in a te  the titre a t o f moderate fr ic a n  p o l i t ic a l  a g ita tio n .*

I t  ie  tru e  th a t  iuropean s e t t l e r s  p ressu rised  the Oovonment 

in to  taking to c h e r  ac tion  against f r ic a n  p o l i t ic a l  o rg an isa tio n s  

and probably p re c ip ita te d  the d ec la ra tio n  o f the - to te  o f  'mergency.

I t  i s  equally  true  th a t  the B ritish  m ili ta ry  in te rv en tio n  added a 

new diraenaion to the  s itu a tio n . The evidence from Wrkuru and the 

EVP in  general sugc«to* however* th a t th e re  van a la rg e  measure of 

c o n tin u ity  between pro-.mergency and hmergeticy Mau t>u. P r io r  to 

th e  c e c la ra tio n  o f  the  fctate o f iJaergency there had been a Meu Vnu 

movement in  Nnkuru d is t in c t iv e ly  organised and lad  and in c reas in g ly  

committed to  a v io le n t s tru g g le . A campaign of in te rn a l v io lence , 

d ire c te d  la rg e ly  agairtt Government su p p o rte rs , had been launched be­

fo re  the -toergency. Thua the Government reacted to  a r is in g  tid e  o f 

m ilitan cy  a«c v io lence vhich was lead in g  towards a break down of 

law and o rd e r. At the  same time* while the dec la ra tio n  of the S ta te  

o f  oergency p re c ip ita te d  the era  o f  fo re s t  fig h tin g  i t  c e r ta in ly  did 

n o t c re a te  i t .  The fo re s t  re v o lt waa n o t the response o f  a loaderlecc  

anonymous ness but o f on organ!oed m il i ta n t  movement. The idea  o f 

f ig h tin g  had been th e re , as had been th e  idea o f using th e  fo re s ts . 4 

The change vhich was Lroi«ht about by the  Emergency *.ac q u a n tita tiv e  

r a th e r  than q u a l i ta t iv e .

In  Nakuru. th e  d ec la ra tio n  o f the  - t a t e  o f u r g e n c y  and Operation

Jock S co tt had no e f f e c t  whatever on the kau Mou le a d e rsh ip . Won# of

■‘k .B u ijten h u ijo , o p .c i l . ,  pp. 19T-5.

Interview* N.Mwaura.
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th*  lo c a l  le a d e n  was rounded up la  th a t  Operation. The ooe p e r m

known to  have been detained in  th a t Operation wee b .M .% 'o th e , the

R e g is tr a r  o f  the Nakuru African Court. He had been the se c re ta ry

o f  th e  R if t  Valley Agikuyu Union froa  19*9 to  1952 but was ac tiv e

in  n e i th e r  the XCA o r  the XAU. He taken the fie tun Oath g a i n s t

h ie  w il l  two daye before h ie detention* end knew l i t t l e  about the

movement.'1 The in e ffec tiv en ess  o f the operation  fa Nakuru euggeete

th a t  th e  sec u rity  se rv ices  knew very l i t t l e  about Men Man in  the to%«

a t  th a t  tim e. The f i r s t  Mau Mau c o a a itte e  aeabe r  froa Nakuru was

d e ta in ed  in  February 195% A few lo c a l lead ers  were detained  around

th e  middle o f  1953• one In  November 1953 and one In  ae l a t e  aa 195*.*

I t  was only by about Ju ly  1953 th a t  the A< s in i s t r a  t io n , a f te r

d e ta in in g  aoet o f the lo ca l Mau tau  c o a a itte e  members, succeeded in

d is ru p tin g  Mau Mau'a o rgan isation  and a c t lv i t l e e  in  the Maiam a re a .

I t  i a  not c le a r  th a t  even then the  s e c u r ity  fo rces knew who the Mau

Mau le ad e rs  in  Nakuru area  were." They were detained i a  th e  anasive

anti-M au Kau screening opera tions. Tbs f i r s t  big screening  op era tio n

took p lace  on 15 January 1953. I t  followed reported  Mau Mau meetings

in  the  to\e» and th e  d isco  very o f  the d ecap ita ted  body o f  an A frican
k

te ac h e r a  few a l le a  frooNskuru. In th i s  operation some two thousand, 

f iv e  hundred A fricans were screened. Four hundred and f i f t y  Kikuyu 

were detained* f i f t y  o f  vhon were screened ”auch*>re c losely* '.^  (fa 

5 Ju ly  1953 •  e i s l l a r  operation  was c a r r ie d  ou t by the  se c u rity

fo rc e s  in  the Nakuru a rea . Two thousand Kikuyu Mau Mau suspects were

" in te rv iew : & .M .% 'ethe.

"In te rv iew : Q .)faitum i, A .C unjiri, K.Getwa, J.Wanyoike.

^Interviews J.Mandefield. Mandef i e l d ,  the then HAAO, who %*e c lo se ly  
associated with in t i-Mau Meu o p era tio n  named a s  le a d e rs  proadnent 
Kikuyu, like Kaapua and G etata , who had nothig  to  do with Mau Mau 
le ad e rsh ip .

^LAS* 16.1.1953* p . l .

5La£ , 17.1.1953* p .5 .
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h e ld  fo r  fu r th e r  screening . A miaber o f them were, eccord ii*  tep o lio e  

•o u rc e e , known feu feu  gang n a b e re . 1 The local p o lice  wee reported  

to  be s a t i s f i e d  th a t the operation e rad ica ted  a l l  the subversive e le ­

ment* in  Bonded Location, fekur\i.‘ Towards the ead o f Ju ly  1995 

ao re  than fou r hundred and f i f t y  Kikuyu were detained in  a  swoop oa 

la b o u r l in e s  and se ttlem en ts  in  an a rea  e f  th ir ty  a l ia s  around Rekuru.

"A rewarding number o f  auch wanted feu Mau organ izers, inc lud ing  oath  

a d m in is tra to rs , s e c re ta r ie s  and tre a su re rs '1 were supposed to  be among 

then .-5

As thee# o p era tio n s  progressed, aore inform stion about Msu Meu 

was accumulated by th e  s e c u r ity  fo rce s . The in ten s iv e  campaign of screen­

in g  end in te r ro g a tio n , in  which b ru ta l i ty  was o f  tan used , a t  . l a s t  

b rought r e s u l t s .  On# oust a lso  taka in to  account th a t lo y a lty  achieved 

by fo rce  could not be evoked when th a t force was removed. The la rg e  

s c a le  evacuation to  the reserves of Kikuyu from Hakuru a re a  in  1951 

a ls o  had an e f fe c t  on Mau Mau organization.** A s t r i c t e r  syotea o f 

r e s id e n t ia l  perm its enforced in  Hakuru f ro a  March 1953 d c o  helped the 

s e c u r i ty  fo rces to  co n tro l the s i tu a t io n . 5 In 1953 •  campaign  to  win 

th e  "h ea rts  end Binds" o f Africans was a lso  launched in  lUkuru. I t  

was j  c a rried  out by the A frican A ffa ire  le p e r ta e n t o f the Hakuru 

M unicipal Council and included the expansion of the rad io  re lay  se rv ice  

to  the A frican L ocation ,^  the p u b lic a tio n  o f BopdfUlj a  lo c a l bw ahlli

6.7.1953* p . l .

^iiAfi, 1J.7.1953* p .5 .

29.7.1953* p .5 .

\ ha/PVP .u su a l Report, 1953* P*l«

^HKk/ aac, re p o rt about compulsory photography, 19531 M.H.B.*».WF., 
^m ergsecy  R egulations, March 1953.

N.K.S.&.D.F., Hr\AO to  Hakuru European chamber o f Commerce, 12.5.1953.



and rn g lish  newspaper fu ll  of Government propaganda, and a general 

in c re a se  in  the volume o f so cia l a c t i v i t i e s  for A fricans organised by 

the  Iapartm ent. 1

But u n t i l  cdd-1953 Mau Kau continued to operate e ffe c tiv e ly *  

though under inc reasin g  presaure. The oeae Mau Mou c o m it  te e  vhlch had 

been in  charge of the  movement in  the town and the  d is t r ic t*  continued 

to  function  in  Nakuru. I t  con tro lled  the  same o rgan izational a tru c tu re  

which had ©xiated p r io r  to the rmergency. I t  a lao  continued to m aintain 

c o n ta c t with the movements cen tra l committee in  N airob i. The 

o a th ing  campaign continued unabated fo r  both the " f i r s t "  and the Batun 

o a th s ."  In June and Ju ly  la rge  sums o f  money con tribu ted  to  Mau Mau
■ -  r* -.vk ^  A U

t re a s u re rs  were reported  to have been confiscated  by the  sec u rity  fo rce s . 

The Mau Mau ceia&ittee continued to m aintain t ig h t  contro l over those
* 1>fc. , .r. , . 5

who had taken the oath* through the town "platoons" under i t s  cocvnand.

As p a rt of the canpaign ag a in st t r a i to r s  an attem pt was made* in  March 

1953* on the l i f e  o f  J.F.G.Kanyua who co-operated with the A m in is tra tio n . 

This attem pt fa ile d  as did the few o th e rs  a lso  planned by Mau iou com­

m itte e . 7 In la te  June 1953 two armed Kikuyu t r ie d  to shoot on H s ian
o u

P o lice  Reserve o f f ic e r .  Operations to  acquire arm  a lao  continued.

H ag, 13.7.1953. R.M.t.S.D.F., /f r ic an  Affaire I apartment ( a.'•£) .nnu&l
c:-p >rt ’953• Interview* J.iandefield* N.hardy.

Interview* K#Kabube* J.Wanyoike* ^.Muituiai.

A confeaaion taken by a screening team. 13.7.1953. ^  
< 'jflHflft concerned confessed th a t she vas forced to  take a* oath  in  
Nokuru in  p r i i  195*. fr ica n  a f f a i r s  department nnual im port* p .6j 
in  June-July  1953 f iv e  oath ad m in is tra to rs  were prosecuted  in  Ifekuru. 
Interview ! J.Wanyoike.

- nnual cr r t  1933* p.6*

^Interview : J.Wanyoike.

6aJU>* 17.3.1953.

^Interview : J.Wanyoike.

£-••**>* 1.7.1953* p .7 .

In to rv iev : J.Wanyoike.



Towards the end o f Hay 1953* •  group o f  Africans* reported  to  has# been 

Mau Mau nenbere, was surprised by the p o lic e  while a ttem pting to 

break in to  & lo c a l s to re  which had a la rg e  quan tity  o f penaes la

s to c k . 1

A fte r the d ec la ra tio n  o f the £ ta te  o f  Laergeecy Nskuru developed 

a s  a  lo g is t ic  cen tre  supporting the fo re s t  re v o lt .  Zt s e ta e  th a t 

Mau Mau n a tio n a l le a d e rs  rea lised  th a t  th e i r  s e ia  problem was not ao 

auch sending people to  the fo re s t as sscu rlag  reg u la r supply o f  food* 

a r e s  and o th e r  m a te ria ls  which would enable then to  c a rry  out e sus­

ta in e d  f ig h tin g . They decided* therefore*  not to d is ru p t the e x is tin g  

Hsu Mau lead ersh ip  in  Hakuru. Indeed* only one o f the known *su Meu 

le a d e rs  in  Nakuru jo ined  the fo re s t  f ig h te rs*  the r e s t  having remained 

in  the  town. Nakuru was estab lished  a s  a  cen tre  o f r e e ru lta e n t  and 

supply  to th e  fo re s t  fo rces. Nakuru's Mau Hsu leadersh ip  decided no t 

to  launch an ex tensive  g u e r i l la  eaapalgn in  the  town, la rg e ly  because

they feared  th a t i t  s ig h t  jeopard ise  th e  perforsence o f  th e i r  w in
2

fu n c tio n .

I t  l e  improbable th a t Man Man f ig h te r s  had a c tu a lly  bees a s s t  to 

th e  fo re s t  fro s  Nakuru before the  Dsergsncy. In the beginning o f 1933 

th e  hteu Mau d i s t r i c t  c o s s it te e  s ta r te d  to  send b ig  group# to  the fo r ­

e s t . "  I t  wee e  planned end organised o p e ra tio n . Zfcrly in  1993* fo r  

exaupla , Joseph Karuggia* a corned t  te e  seaber f ro s  Nalcuru* led  a group 

o f  about fo u r hundred young f ig h te rs  f ro s  the town end the D is tr ic t  

to  the Aberdare f o r e s t .  There they jo in ed  the fo rce le d  *y "General"

1JU b  29.5.1953. p .3 .
2

In terview : O .M uitunl.

^ In terv iew : A .G unjiri* k.Ksbube.
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Hukun* Kwongi, one o f the noveoent'a n a tio n a l leaders  bafore  tha  J m r -  

g e n c y /  One re p o rt s ta te d  th a t by about iebm ary 1955 aoa* four

c la ic e d  that by July 195? batween a lx  and aatren bundled Mau Man oa*are

t h a t  by Novanber 1953 tha figu re  had reached acre  than a  thouanr.d.

The in te n s i f ic a t io n  o f tha acreoninc opera tion  no doubt e t i r  nton 

in f lu x  o f f ig h te rs  to  the fo re s t .  Report® la  ('ey 1953 o f a r t ic n  

a g a in s t  Mau Hnu "ganga" in  Bahatl ro r e o t .  North e a t  o f Nakuru. nay 

have re f le c te d  the oovanant o f f ig h te ra  to  tha ..lo rdareo , t ie  ta rn  

d e s tin a tio n  o f  Nokuru people."’

Hekt.ru was a t  the  sane U na a  cen tre  o f aupply fo r  tha fo re e t.

- D M 11---------between the fo re e t lead e ra  and N-^wru c c * * t t a a  was

m aintained by neoeengere. U nder* in  the fo re s t  cent l i o t e  01 . 

p i le . ,  requ ired  uiiich included food, « n » .  c lo th e s , a tdckciuea  tew 

The Nokuru c o - d t f e  c o l l a t e d  the req u ired  1 U na —  o * * - * - *  th e i r  

d e liv e ry  to  the edge of the fo re e t .  .u p p lle e  were t r a n s p o r t*  by cars

i f  the  e itu a tio e  allow ed o r *9 8rouP* o f carT ier* U

' In terview  1 JeKtrufigio* 

** In te n d # * : C, to  i  turn..

in ten d # *  x K. ■'•twa.

+ Int#nd#w  • AeQai J i r i«

^heW. 4.5.1953» P*1*

hundred r e c ru i ts  fro«  the town had gene to  th# fo re s t .*  Another source

ftora Nnkuru had aad# th e ir  w^r to  th# fo r# # t. A th ird  aourc# cl#ia#<-
_ _  ___ .  %

ohip aiul tha hard cor# n ili ta n ta  continued to operat# in  th# town*

though on n ouch m m llw  s c a le . Nov they w#r# on th# run #ad cou.t.

a t#  in  ext:

count on the co-opero tinn  and loyalty  o f  only n faw. Th*ar had to oper- 

itreae eecrecy which greatly  reduced th e ir  effectiveness.



committee ceased to  function froa  around July  1953 and the re ­

m aining le ad e rs  operated la rg e ly  in form ally , re ly ing  on a  U n ite d  

number o f tru s ted  members* But groups o f  f ig h te rs  made th e i r  way to 

th e  i berdare fo re s t  u n t i l  as la te  as November 1953.1 Contact with 

th e  f o r e s t  was in te rm itte n tly  maintained and supp lies  were sen t there  

in  195*+ end probably even la te r .^  In May 195*+ a p o lice  constab le  

was a ttacked  by s ix  A fricans in  the A frican Location and h is  r i f l e  

tak en . Three months l a te r  the r i f l e  was recovered during a  po lice

anti-M au Mau action  in  Najvasha area. In  August 195*t a  known "gang-
%

s te r "  was a rre s ted  in  the  centre o f Nakuru. la  1955* groups of Mau 

Mau f ig h te r s ,  hard pressed  in  the fo r e s t ,  began to  asks th e i r  way to 

th e  R if t  Valley. One of them e s tab lish ed  i t s e l f  around the Menengai 

C ra te r  on the boundary o f the to w . The presence of " te r r o r i s t "  

groups in  Nakuru D is t r ic t  was a lso  rep o rted  in  the  f i r s t  h a lf  of 195&*^ 

According to  one re p o rt some of these groups received su p p lie s  from
7

th e  remaining m il i ta n ts  in  Nakuru.

The m curity  fo rce s  fo r th e ir  p a r t  continued th e i r  screening 

o p e ra tio n s  in  o rder to  completely e ra d ic a te  Hsu Mau a c t iv i t i e s  in  the 

town. Besides c u ttin g  o ff  the fo re s t f ig h te rs  from a  p o te n tia l  supply 

b ase , the aim of th ese  operations was to ensure th a t a l l  the Kikuyu 

who had been "contaminated" by Mau Mau would go through the  re h a b i l i ta t io n  

process.®  In  November 1953 » big screen ing  o pera tion , in  which s ix

1 In terv iew : A .G unjiri.

'In te rv iew : K.Getva, D.ttihuhu.

3kas.  ig.5.l95*+* p *5 ; l*+.8.l95*+.p.5.

^ sas. 5.8.195*+. P .5 .

5KNA/NDAi 1955. p . l .  Interviews P.McImtee.

6KNA/P.C./Nku/dep.2/8*fG, S.L .O ., R .V.P. Report, January, February,
March and A pril 195^*

7
Interview s D.Muhuhu.

^C.G.Roaberg and J.N ottingham , o p . c i t . , p.33*+
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screening teens took part* was carried out la  fokuru. -he ecrecaers had 

a l i s t  o f forty-four was tad Hau Hsu a e th e rs . At laast half cf 

ware detained* Hau Hau documents tac reported to hare bees dlscoverec 

hj the special branch and further arrests veie subsequently naoo. ‘

In  February 195^ another such operation resulted in the detention of 

s ix te e n  Kikuyu euapecU. by this tine, ac a result of detention and 

repatriation* Kukuru's Kikuyu population had fallen*according to one 

report* flnoo four thousand to about one thousand eight hundred.' ih u  

la st reported screening operation in Hakuru was carried out early in 

J u ly  1955* eighteen idkuyu thought to be forest ''gangsters" or ne»- 

bars of Jiuu Kau coanitteee were picked up by hooded "lo ya list" screen* 

ere* ay then hau Kau was virtu a lly  defeated.

î s-aJLitie.
The "loyalists" played an iqportaat part in the Covert*out 

e n t i - t a u  Hau campaign. The idadnistration end the local authority be* 

gas to  organise the locau loya l Africans late in  Hatch 1951* Ib is  

was a direct result of the f irs t  tvo .t r e t  scale lau ^«u operations 

v;hich vere carried out successfully on the night of <<arch *C% 1>53» 

Thsce vere tt*e attack cn Naivasha Police station ooae forty ttiles 

south of Nskuru and the "Lari Haasacre" in  Kianbu. I t  was only then 

th a t  the potential threat of Hau lau was fu lly  realised. Nakuru'e

• uropean ccosmnity reacted by forming a Luropoan Hone Guard. In addi* 

tio n , an African Home Guard was organised with the active support o f 

; uropean employers. Efcr the end of Karch 195?* th ree  A frican Hone Guard

***■>•■ • 19*11.1953* p•■*•*

12.2.1951*. p .2 9 .

8.7.1955. p .2 9 .

\ .U .R o a b a re  and J.N otU nghaa. o p . c l t , . p .286.  U nya -eekiy  No>g.
J .^ .1 9 5 5 . p . f e .



1 o f thop la to o n s  p lu s  a  H{ platoon had boon formed under the r n r i  

NAAO.x Man Han Isadora  M rs than n o il l a  control and i t  was haiatdoue 

f o r  Kikuyu to  jo in  th in  force. Inapt to  o f th is ,  four prom inent edu- 

cm ted  Kikuyu Jtiiod the African Home Guard aa c le rk s  a t  th a t  e a r ly  

a  ta g s .  Don* the sec tio n  coananders o f  th is  force wee the cu rren t

KaV lo c a l branch sec re ta ry t a  ftoluhya. 2 Shortly a f te r  i t a  form stion 

th e  A frican Home Guard vaa replaced by the  "IT Force which constated  

o f  paid  a sk o ris  commanded by the KAAO. In Iky 1933 ao e t o f the twenty 

s ix  aeabers o f  th is  fo rce were Western Kenya tr ib e  seen. Thte force 

a c t iv e ly  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  anti-Hsu Man o p e ra t iv e  In  th e  town.

I t  van* however* the view of the /^('ministration that Man Man 

was aa such the problem of the loyal Kikuyu aa i t  was th eirs. The idea 

warn to organise the loyal Kikuyu aid to enlist their support in the 

s e c u r i ty  operations. In April 1953, Kanyua* tha former KAU chairman, 

took  tha in itia tiv e  suggesting to the KAAO weya and mease of control­

l in g  the tovm'a African population. He proposed the formation o f n 

committee which would help the security forces in  screening operations.^ 

The assistance of Kikuyu "loyalists" in  screening operations was o f  

particular value since they knew the language end customs end had 

Access to inside information. I t  was, however, only after the dis­

integration of the Mau Man organisation in  the town that the loyal 

Kikuyu became organised. Towards the end of June 1933* Ksnyua fe lt 

oafs to condemn Meu Mau p u b licly. -<n a Hunici^ni mrM '*■ '•vrtini

1 l».H.8.S .D .F .t African Home Guard Routine Orders, 29.3 .1953.

JT., AAS Aamual Report 1933, HkAG to  M. de l a  Hay Moores,
*•5.1953.

S ima/ aac, Kanyua to  Haag, 10.4.1953.
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h , denied haring  any U n to  r i t h  ton Kau « d  denounced i t  an "an c e l l  

and unhealthy o rg an ita tto o "  -h ick  vac "dee tru e  t i r e  to the - e l l -  

being c f  «y peop le". He urged the Kikuyu " to  denounce t o  t o  t o  ic 

c o -e p e re ta  - i t h  the Goeernaent and the fe reea  in  the t o .  o f  reatorin* 

heppineee in  Kenya" . 1  In July 1953 th e  Kikuyu fee* Guard -a n  f o r - d  

in  Nrkuru under the ecnmnd o f a  European po lice  o f f ic e r ,  n ■ce- 

p re s id e n t o f the Hone Guard & J® . (c o e n itte e )  had been u n ti l  W *  •

KCA r e m i t t e e  Bother. 2 tW  Hone Guard p a r tic ip a te d  in  ecreen iiv

o p e ra tio n s  reon a f t e r  i U  a n tn h lin h w n i. ' Ik  195*. the Hakun, t o -  

Guard ucreoning teen -an found to  have ueed b ru U l tothoCo <iurin> 

screen in g  opera tion . . 11 poaiU on o f th e  Hone Guard h if£ £  " to  ht-

hanced by i t -  a u th o rity  to  r e c o r d  people fo r  r e h a b i l i ta t io n
5

and fo r  benefit*  such ea trad ing  U eanceo.

But ouch aore  than nere annrienoe to  the p u r i t y  fo rc e -  vao

.  ,  ___ Tb«w ware to  bring the  Kikuyu back to
pected froo  the lo y a l Kikuyu. They -o re

th _  v i th  a  p o l i t i c a l  a l te rn a t iv e  which 
th e  " r ig h t  vieyef’ and preeent then i t -  I

would accom odate K u rd p ^  *  <J" oim<}ln6 " "

o u tlin e d  th io  a l t e r a t i v e ,  " I  a trong ly  -P ro *  to  a l l  P~P>* o f »

a* wc M.-nir* th a t th e re  can ha no fu tu re  
t r i b e  and a l l  o th e r /f r ie a n e  to  re fo rm *

r „  „  __ ______* “  -

and c o n s ti tu tio n a l channel*
»6

• "Y° M ’^ L r :  ‘■6«6‘1953* p-‘ “
O . , . a - imvlfini. 1955-7* G. NJ®ro«# 10 *** i'lo tA pplication fo r  *  o t* 1” r ,

i i lo c a tio n  C ow sittee, V >.195*.
x .  v-v X.*a«bui screened tflf the Horn* uuard" N . H a S a  e ta teo e o t V  4.*aw n» *

Kimm, 1} .7 .1953.

SaW T*^** 395*** P*1*-

w - u -  ■ — — » S S t *  •

“ SG‘i 7̂  2 & ? Z £ Z 2 1 ~ - .

, rnTr weekly He*a. 26.6.1955. P*‘ *•



Th« campaign fo r  an a lte rn a tiv e  p o l i t ic a l  ideology received 

a  touch  o f a  C h ris tian  crusade with the  forma tlo a  of the Torch- 

b e a re rs  s e o c ia t io n , a iaa  knows as the  Miaantn >,la Kusurlka. The 

coccaution was o r ig in a lly  forced in  Nalvaaha in  February 1953* ty  

fo u r  lo y a l Kikuyu in sp ired  and aaa ia ted  by mmpsane 1 lU kuru 'e 

branch was inaugurated  on 2$ August 1953.? The A ssociation operated 

mainl y in  the  s e t t l e d  areas o f the EVP and in  N airobi.^  I t s  o ff ic e  

was in  Naivaoha and the usual p lace f o r  worship Mid g a th erin g  was in  

th e  Church o f Goodwill on Lady C e l t 's  f a n  near G llg i l .

The main a iaa  o f  the Jseo e la t io n  were "to  lead  the  Kikuyu 

people  back to  the  r ig h ts  ways; to he lp  the Gove m e a t  end a l l  good 

c it iz e n *  in  m 4ntanance of law end order* to nake Kenya a  g re a t country , 

in  which a l l  peopla w ill  p rosper and l i v e  hqppiiy to g e th e r, to  be 

lo y a l to  God and always do the r ig h t  in  h is  eyeai to be lo y a l to  the 

Hueon and serve h e r . I n  the words o f  P. K eritu , the A sso c ia tio n 's  

founder, a t  the inaugura l Meeting o f  Nekuru branch, the  A ssociation  

a e t  out to  help th e  secu rity  fo rces ”e .g .  help on r a id s ,  provide 

screen ing  teen s , b rin g  in  in fo rm ation , p ro te c t o th e r Beebe re  e tc ." ^

In  f u l f i l l i n g  thee# d u tie s  there  was a  la rge  aeaeure o f  co-operation  

tmd overlapping between the Tbrchbearere A ssociation ahd the Kikuyu 

Hone Guard, Members o f  the Torchbearera A ssociation were uiged by

KWVii,<-/lgQi/dep*2/2 7 , Torchbearera A ssociation . Agenda A.G.M., 
18.7.195%. The fo u r Kikuyu wort Parmenaa K eritu , m jkhM ethn  end 
Jnnee Hugo from NaiYnaha and Reuben Kermri from G i lg i l .  H. b lade, a 
prominent s e t t l e r  and the D.C.Naivaahn were in s tru m en ta l in  the 
estab lishm ent o f the  A ssociation. O ther prominent s e t t l e r s  jo ined 
them l a t e r  on.

^ K X A A C / 1 W ^ . 2 / ^ t  Inaugural m eeting o f Nakuru branch of the 
fo rch b earers  A aaocia tica , 29 .8 .1953.

uring i t s  ex is ten ce  the A ssociation  had breaches in  N airobi, Nekuru,
Naivasha, G i lg i l ,  U indori, 01 Kalou, Tboapaan's F a l ls  and Maji 
M azuri-£ebatia-kldam a Ravine.

, F ile  510, Torchbearera A sso c ia tio n 's  c o n s t! tu io n , vndated.

^KNA/D.C/Hcu/dep.2/2 7, Inaugural m asting of the Torchbearera a sso c ia tio n  
Nekuru branch, 29.8 .1953.



le a d e rs  to jo in  the d<no ^uard and i n s t i l  in  i t a  aaaocre the  s p i r i t  

of h r i s t i a n i ty .  This wee expected to add e ffic ien cy  n d  honesty to  

the Hone G uard 's a c t i v i t i e s .  fb rchbearera  asso c ia tio n 'a  le ad e rs  

o f te n  met w ith the Hoe* Guard to  d iscu ss  th e i r  rfstlee . “ la r ly  in  

Moveaher 199* ifcTid banguhu, a  p roatnent Tcrchbearer, sate appointed

Chief of Nakuru town, h is  eein task  being to co-ordinate between the
• 2 

Torchbeerere Aosociaticn and the Kikuyu heat Guard.

The Torchbearers / captation's co-cperation with the security 

forces and the Goverarent was based on an ideology which aecepu A 

> uropsen dorination an beneficial to the Africans. Addressing the 

inaugural seating of Kakuru branch in  <ugust 1953* *«Keritu eeid that 

the vssoclaUon "vme no party to those who intended to get r id  of the 

uropemu, froa this country".' On another occ*uicn, in  Hososaber 1953. 

he elaborated on it*  r,In the last f if ty  years great benefits have 

derived  to the Africans* but nss and had ideas hrre cere and s p o i l t  

a l l  th is. I f  we can follow the -h rietian  v*r of U fa  and co-operate  

we s h e l l  go ahead under the Qusea where loyalty we cherish nadsr God 

who is  over e l l .1'* rhe Torchbearere repreoented a  s p ir it  o f de­

pendence on their iuropean patronsi " I  a lso  wish to psy epccic l 

thanks to the Marions sad the Adsdni Stratton who taught us the way 

o f  peace, and those eettlere who have helped us to follow the right

p s th . '^

^Interview: C.Wenguhu, H.O#Odsbs* P.nchntse.

f U sL t %11«195*.

^/Kku/dsp. 2 /217 . Inaugural resting o f Bakuiu branch of 
Torchbearere Association, ?9«&.195T. (Minutes)

\ h.s/i)9C /H krx/d^p*2y^t Torchbearers , aeociation A.G.M.* 15^1* 953# ( i i™

F .K eritu , Torchbearers vcsociation .G .. . . .
\7.*,1955» (M inutes)



Tht eourc# o f  e v il  in  Kenya* according to Im tii  Warv* lu* son 

o f  tho murdered " lo y a l is t"  sen io r C hief waruhiu, woo r a c ia l  h a tred .

Mhe o re  reminded th a t  th is  Association woo fouo ed with the o io  o f p ro - 

T id ing  on answer to  the burning race ha tred  which bad le a d e rs  ted in ­

cu lca te d  in to  the Binds of our unfortunate  Kikuyu tribe*  This would 

have condensed us to decadss e f  c o n f l ic t  sad chaos.'1 So avoid th is  

b lsak  p rospect the Kikuyu t r ib e  lad to  be re h a b il i ta te d , "be a re  n e t 

hee w ith th e  r e a l iz a t io n  th a t the Kikuyu tr ib e  a u s t be r e b u i l t  on a  

firm  moral foundation and with the conviction  th a t  C h ris tia n ity  by 

i t s  example can g iv e  us tha t foundation which i s  the only b a s is  o f 

o u r s u rv iv a l .M In p o l i t ic a l  te rn s  the  fu tu re  o f Kenya re s ted  on the 

co -o p era tio n  between Africans and Europeansi 'T h is  Asso c i a tio n  re a l is e s  

a s  never before th a t  Black and White need each o th er in  the task  o f  

b u ild in g  a  prosperous and peaceful Konya.’ cn another occasion

waruhiu s ta te d  th a t  " th e  only hope fo r  the  fu tu re  la  th a t  a l l  races
2

w il l  share the  Government". This was the African cou n terp art o f a u l t l -  

r a c ia l i a s  which was fash ionable in  s e t t l e r  and Government c i r c le s  

during  the 1950s and which was implemented by the  ly t t a l to n  C o n stitu tio n

or 195*.7

A c lo se r  look a t  the prominent aeabere e f  the A ssociation In  

Nakuru may help us to  understand i t s  n a tu re . AH e ig h t known lo rch - 

boarere  from Knkuru* who served on e i th e r  the lo o a l o r  the n a tio n a l 

corks! t te e ,  were* a s  could have been expected* staunch aeabeae of Euro­

pean churches o r m issions, f iv e  o f th e  e ig h t belonged to  th e  P resb y te rian  

Church of Scotland* two were le ad e rs  o f  the A frican In land  Mission 

and one was a  lay  read e r in  the Anglicen Church.^ The f a c t  th a t there

1l U f r

2KKA/D«C/>Bw/dep.ft/?37* Torchbearero association  A*G.H*f 15*11*1953« (Minufr

J .N .C row lay-
Ph.D. th e s is U niversity  of Washington 1967 •

* Tntarriaw : ® b«. C.Wm*ulm.



/©re no nommn u * th o lie s  —oag than* although the noema C atholic  

m ission  had bson a c tiv e  in  Nakuru fo r a  loos tine* deserves fu r th e r  

re s e a rc h . S h is  oaefcground o f  the  A geociation 'e leaders* w y le lin  

t h e i r  unmd o f  " lo y n lio s"  with i t a  d is t in c t  C hristian  bias*

-ocio-econoicically  aoat o f then were e i th e r  successfu l business- 

m i  o r  w ell-educated and w ell-paid employees occupying p re s i 

jo b s , . avid  and C harles nun#u;u, the moat psotiineat Torchboar* re  

in  Nukuru* were* fo r  example* prosperous build ing  c o n tra c to rs , 

i'h ia  socio-cconoslc background aleo chnroc te riocc  known leading  

" lo y a l i s t s "  who were not xorchbearero. They c e r ta in ly  had s tak es  in  

the  sy c te s  fro a  which they derived obvious benefits*  *«vid and Charles 

banguhu* fo r  exoftp*#* thrived on c o n tra c ts  which they secured froc 

uovornsent and m ieeions. prominent ’’lo y a l is ts ' and lo rch b earers  

were well rep resen ted  in  the Nakuru A frican Advisory counci * the 

-encsa i bard Council and the Nakuru Municipal council. On the whole 

they were rep re sen ta tiv e*  par excellence of the ur-an  Kikuyu e l i t e  

and n a tu ra l le ad e rs  o f th e ir  t r ib a l  coanunity. Thair p o s itio n  was 

liallcngad and th rea taced  by Men Hsu le ad e rs  who brought in to  prominence 

th e  i l l i t e r a t e  urban nesses, The p o l i t i c a l  ideology o f the ’lo y a l is t"  

le a d e rs  can c e r ta in ly  be re la te d  to  th e i r  v i ta l  in te re s ts*

I t  was hardly  su rp ris in g  then* th a t  the Xorchbearero A ssociation 

wt.: s tro n g ly  supported by the Idadni s t r a t i  on* the 1 x sr.rons and t i e r s .  

In fa c t  the function ing  and the success o f the a sso c ia tio n  were . a r to .y  

dependent on European support. In Wovssber 1 9 »  tb s  ebairoan of 

Nakuru branch sa id  c lo a r ly  th a t h is  tren ch  would face troub les w ith- 

ou t assistance*  expressing  the  hope th a t  "with o f f ic ia l  support c 

raoy have more d e f in i te  news in  the fu tu r e " .c Tide tu te la g e  could

In terv iew : C.Wanguhu.

f K]t/i/b*C/HaVdep.2/217* Ttso hbss r s r e A ssociation ...0.21., 15.11.295N
(Minutes)



h a rd ly  product a viable political a lU m U v i .

both the peak and decline of the Torchbsarsrs Aaaociatioo 

could  bo traced back to tho fira t half of 1955* wbsa Kau Kau m o lt  

was nearing its  end. Ia the Association's i nnual General Meeting 

held on A pril 17. 1955 •  eenee of achlevpnent van a t i l l  present aa 

van the belief in  the future of the Association*2 But toward* the 

end of the saae aonth, the /tseoclation suffered a eerloua blew whoa 

eooe eighty-fire  of its  naabere in  Kslvasha admitted to having been 

involved in  Meu Man a ctivities. Among then was the iwenclatioa's 

s e c re ta ry , who had allegedly been a Meu Hut treasurer. This re­

s u l te d  in  a growing distrust of the Association in  uiropsaa circles*' 

in  a  period when its  cervices were expendable, *ith the foraation 

o f  African d is tric t p o litica l parties from the end of 1955* and the 

p o l i t i c a l  role played by leaders of the bonya Federation of labour 

and Ion Mbcya in  particular, i t  becans increasingly clear that the

p a r tn e rs  for p o litic a l settlement would be the future nati onal i st
k

le a d e rs  and not the loyal Kikuyu aa such.

The Torchooarera mcooelation started to decline. In hie epeech 

i n  the Association's Annual General Meeting in  >pril 195* Makuru breach 

could  report only one nesting during the previous year.J a eease ef

frustration was also reflected in the reports of the <4saocation'e
6 ^

n a tio n a l president cod the chairman of it s  esecutive cue*aee. fhs

^KXVD.C/ltioVdep.2/^,'7* Torchbearera association A.G.M. * 17.4.1955. (Minute:

1 .5 .19 5 5 . p .5 .  KJlA/b.C/Hku/dep.2/237* Tbrchbearera A ssociation 
A.C.H.* 29 .4 .1956. (Minutes)

' f a *

Haatro U U c «i matonLi pp. 137-*► !.

\jCA/b.C/Hku/dep.2/2l?* Torchbearers Association A.G.M., 29.4.1956. (Mirvutj

6i U *



Association in  Nakuru tried to preserve its  v ia b ility  and  anefuinacc 

by in itia tin g  welfare activities for the deetitute Kikuyu* jut to 

no avail# Uood deeds were no substitute for sound p o litica l plans or 

popular support. In 1956-7 the Torohbsarers Association was on the 

wane. Son# of its  luropean supporters s t i l l  continued to  try Md re­

suscitate i t  as a potential a lly  fo r s u lti-ra c la lisa  but i t  wax,
2

Hogging a dead horse.

The declastion of the . tate of ^Asergency in  October 1952 did 

not put an immediate end to A frican overt p o litica l a ctiv itie e . IUU 

vaa allowed to continue functioning. In Hakuru* the igency brought 

about important changes in the K*C branch's leadership. The KCA elders 

and others ware rgpiaced ty a very so derate leadership# With the 

1 emergency Kikuyu desinence in KaU case to an eno, the new leadership 

being trib a lly  balanced. Of the seven officers there were two each 

freu the Kikuyu, Luc and the /.baluhya t r i  lea* one being a k v a h ili.5 

.'gain tribal balance based on p o litic a l noderatioa was achieved only 

when the do re p o litic a lly  radical Kikuyu were resoved. The new K.OJ 

local leadership reflected sore than its  predecease re the eseigonce 

of the urban e lite  of educated clerks end successful bu*inesaa*n. The 

new leadership was not disturbed cr preosurised by Kou Mau D ili tantc* 

nr.d retrained outside the pain streasi of the p o litica l developments of

h i * .  21 .lC .1955.p-6-

' K)U/r;.i;/MBVd*9«2/2l7i To rch b M m . A M oelatlaB m A .  29.6.1956 ( Minutes) ; 
.G.h** 22.9.19521 Nakum and 14s t r i c t  Branch ^ .C .K ., 26.5.1956. ( Minutes) ; 

( Minutes) ;
\ n /y<iHC/8/ 120, a l i s t  o f K~U'a officer*!* 1952. 
i*

In terv iew . M.X.Mvendia.



th e  cay. w ith the p ro sc rip tio n  of U ti in  June 1953, the f i r s t  

phnae in  the deveiopoent of African p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i ta  c a s t  tc  am 

te d .  .u r in g  th t  he igh t of the Man Kau re v o lt only the lo y a l Kikuyu 

were allowed* and indeed encouraged* to  osganlse. In J u s t  1955* w ith 

th e  impreveoent in  the n c u rity  s itu a tio n *  the Government decided

to  allow  Africans to  fo ra  p o l i t ic a l  o rg an is ttio n e  again . This de-
the

c ia io n  opened a  new chapter in  the developaent of/Kenyan n a t io n a l is t  

no Yement.

•^.N.Crowiaar* o p * c i t ,» p*63.



fa s te r  flee

Tht C everasant decision , la  June 1955* to allow the resumption 

o f  A frican p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty 1 suet ba aaaa la  re la tio n  to  1U  attem pt 

to  implement the L y tte lto n  m u lti- rac ia l c o n s ti tu tio n . S ig n if ic a n t 

A frican  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  tha governing o f the colony a longside  the two 

o th e r  r a c ia l  c o a s a s lt ie e  was lqpnsslM e u n la id  tha ; fr ican *  wart a lso  

g ran ted  tha r ig h t  to  o rgan ist thenealvaa p o l i t i c a l ly .  Tha r e s t r ic t io n  

o f  A frican p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  to the d i s t r i c t  lev e l re f le c te d  Oovern- 

m en t'a  in s is te n c e  upon co n tro llin g  tha development o f A f r l c «  p o l i t i c a l  

o rg a n is a tio n s . Ac e a r ly  as Tebruaiy 1955* leanox-& yd, the  Secretary 

o f  S ta te  fo r  the Colonies* ind ica ted  th a t in  time d i s t r i c t  p o l i t i c a l  

a s s o c ia tio n s  s ig h t be allowed to  fo ra  a  decen tra lised  fe d e ra tio n .

Jven th is  fed e ra tio n  ccmld be only formed a f t e r  sev era l y e a rs . He wan 

adamant th a t a c e n tra lise d  party  l ik e  Kf-V should never be allow ed . P 

The id ea  probably van to  encourage the  eaergence o f nodera te  and paro­

c h ia l  p o l i t i c a l  lead ersh ip  which s ig h t  be sore in c lin ed  to  accept s u l t i -  

r a c i a l i s s .  As fa r  a s  A fricans were concerned, these superimposed d iv i­

s io n s ' th reatened  to  accentuate  e x is tin g  d is p a r i t ie s  in  p o l i t ic a l  

development between d if fe re n t  t r ib e s  and between urban cen tre s  and 

t r i b a l  re se rv es . Cosing* however, a f t e r  two y ears  o f a  complete ban 

on A frican p o l i t i c a l  o rgan isa tion* , the Government concession held a 

b r ig h te r  p ro sp ec t.

Nakuru A frican* were among the f i r s t  to  respond to the  new oppor­

tun ity  by in au g u ra tin g , on 5 November 1955* the  Nakuru A frican Progress­

iv e  Party  (N \PP).^ Tha founders' views o f the p o l i t i c a l  o r ie n ta tio n

V b m m U .  K«mr«. « Poli t i c k  lU .to ry . p . l? 8.

c o i o n i i  Policy «wt H M to m U w  in  « g q& i 195M 261* P-*8 - 

h i n t )  H ip tf .  (PP)« **PP Inaugural mm t in g .  5.11.1955. 'M inutes)



o f tho  parly  could not hare disappointed tha ..cain iatration. They 

re Joe tod tho p o lit ic a l  legacy of the p ast, being do tend  nod tc  intro­

duce a new s p ir i t  into African p o lit ic s . Tho future p a r ty 's  president 

ape lie u  i t  out in  October 1933 la  a le t te r  to the . » "We fool

confident a lso  that the sew party should resu lt in  the creation of s  

new loyal and healthy p o lit ic a l s p ir it  amongst tho local African popu­

la t io n  • inasmuch ns tho party w ill endeavour to work fo r  the creation 

o f  b etter understanding between i t s  follow ers end government In the 

maintenance o f law and order and the creation of healthy co-operation 

between Bombers o f a l l  races in Kenya."' The future p a r ty 's  secretary* * 

holding the smso views* added a personal touch! "One of the reasons 

fo r  ay accepting th is  o ffe r i s  because X fee l that X could bo of help 

to tho now party ay seeing to i t  that they do so t sake sim ilar mistakes

as were made by th e ir  unworthy predecessors (Tbs Kenya A frican Union)
2

o f which X wan at ons tine a member."

The p a rty 's  constitution displayed i t s  moderate p o lit ic a l  orienta­

tio n . I t  neither challenges* the legitim acy of coloaial govemaentmor 

made demands which would s ig n ifica n tly  a lte r  the p o lit ic a l  structure 

o f  the country. In a  vague Banner the party undertook to work " fo r  

the promotion of African economic* so c ia l and p o lit ic a l  development 

within i t s  sres and within Kenya in  general” . There was a lso  ths echo 

o f m ulti-racialism ? “Ths Party w ill work for ths promotl<m it friendly 

co-operation between Africans in  th is  11 s t r ic t  and members o f other 

ra c e s .'' The c iv ic  virtu es which ths party hoped to i n s t i l  into i t s  

follow ers would certa in ly  not have aroused the opposite* o f tbs Govern­

ment. They included Ha sense o f decency* loyalty* resp o n sib ility  and

1 H...Cdabs P.P.* Odaoe to D.C.* 20 .10 .1993*

*TLi.Cdeba P.P.* Kanyun to i .C #, 2 0 .10 .19 5 5 .



p ro g re ss iv e  c i t iz e n s h ip " .*

la  a nomornndum presented to the African H eaters o f the  Legis­

l a t i v e  o u n c il, in  Jaruary  1956, the NaPP sp ec ified  i u  demands.* 

lo s e  o f  these re f le c te d  grievances o f African business in te r e s t s  

which were rep resen ted  os the NAFP'a cooed ttee . They included a iteen^ 

f o r  A frican rep re sen ta tio n  on the Hokum Liquor Court and on the 

T ransport Licensing hoard* which would have helped i f r i c e a  tra d e rs  to  

compete with the Asian trad e rs  under aore favourable co n d itio n s . They 

a ls o  rsqussted  th a t  business p lo ts  ba given to ;■frlcan  tra d e rs  in  the 

tow ns' nain  co aaerc ia l cen tres and th a t  Africans developing th e ir  p lo ts  

w ith  permanent n a te r la l s  be given t i t l e  deeds.

Their p o l i t i c a l  demands, which they  hoped top ircue  through 

th e  A frican Hen;here o f the L eg is la tiv e  cu n c il, w h ils t a o t challsagiA# 

th e  co lo n ia l s tru c tu re*  did no t accept the e x is tin g  s x tsn t o f African 

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  i t .  Their a ia  was to  iac reese  African p a r t ic ip a t io n  

w ith in  the system o f  European domination. Locally the p a rty  demanded 

an in c rease  in  A frican rep resen ta tio n  on the Itakum Municipal Beard 

from th ree to  s ix . They a lso  sought to  Introduce A frican rep resen ta tio n  

on the se ttle r-d o m in a ted  Nakuru county Council. N ationally* the 

memorandum went f a r  beyond the  framework o f the e x le tla g  L y tte lton  

c o n s t i tu t io n .  I t  sought an in c rease  o f  A frican re p re sen ta tio n  in  the 

L e g is la tiv e  Council (Legco) fro* s ix  nominated to  ten e lec te d  and four 

nominated members. A sp e c if ic  demand was aada fo r  an in c rease  o f the 

HI f t  Valley Province rep resen ta tio n  from on# to  four* one to  represen t 

the  sq u a tte rs  as wall* arguing th a t an African Heater whose poiitfcal 

base wee in  the re se rv e  could not apeak fo r  A fricansH ving  outside 

i t .  Tha memorandum a lso  demanded the  appointment of ^ fr lc a n  P a r lia ­

mentary U n d e rse c re ta r ie s  to  a l l  m in is tr ie s .  L as tly , the  memorandum i 2

i »,£.A .* m e  1027* NaPP c o n s ti tu t io n .

2H.L.Cdaba P.P.* Hsmorandum, 28 .1 .1956.



re ru e e ted  th a t  the bon on p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv i ty  of tha Kikuyu, **hu Md 

Maru ba l if te d *  Tha ra^uaat wee not fo r  a  u n iis rsa  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i ­

c ip a t io n  o f thaaa trlb esaan ; HTha p a rty  believes t h a t ------g i i  tha

Kikuyu ia  p a r t ic u la r  tharo a r t  bound to  ba found nan o f c o u r s e  and 

knowledge who can naka g>od e ld e rs  o f t h e i r  fe lle v  A fricans l ik e  thoaa 

who have stffered a t  tha hands o f tha T e rro r is ts  e tc . " 1 Tha RAW re­

vea led  i t a e l f  again as a Hloyal*' party*

while aoas o f  tha RAPP'a deasnds n ig h t ba regarded a a  rad ica l 

in  th a  context o f th a t  tins* tha p a rty  had not workedaut any off ac tiv e  

way o f carry ing  than  through* Tha A frican Meabers o f tha L eg is la tiv e  

Council* who wars expected to take up thaaa 1 souse with the Oovernnent* 

ware f a r  fro a  being detem ined and a a e a r tiv e  p o l i t ic a l  le a d e rs , in­

deed* thoaa of than froa whoa the RAPP sought lead ersh ip  end gsidauce 

d id  no t encourage th a  party  to adopt a  n a t io n a l is t  p o l i t i c a l  line* 

fi.T.Arap hoi* tha newly e lec ted  Header fo r  tha EVP* addressed the p a r ty ' 

inaugura l nesting* Ha proeieed to  co-operate  with tha p a rty  and to

ta k a  up w ith tha Goveraaent "genuine '1 g rievances such aa tha questions
2

o f  t i t l e  daads and le ase s  of p lo ts  f o r  A fricans i a  tha urban areas*

Tha a s s a y s  of 8* a*Change* tha Manber fo r  C entral tyrants' and the 

M n ls te r  fo r  coaaunity  Cavslopasat/ l a  another pa rty  n e s tin g  was even 

le a s  a tiau la tin g *  H# c r i t ic is e d  tha uas o f  tha turn  "P arty" because 

i t  "suggested d iv is io n  ra th e r  than un ity"*  c la io ing  th a t  tha Una was 

n o t y e t r ip e  fo r  th a  fo rae tio n  o f A frican  p o l i t ic a l  p a r tie s*  Ha want 

on to  "g rea tly  dep lo re  tha lack  o f honesty  sad in te g r i ty  shout by 

A frican donee t ic  se rv an ts"  and ended up fcy c a llin g  on A fricans to  

support tha Govsxnasat ia  i t s  f ig h t a g a in s t law lessness* The p o l i t ic a l  * 2

^ h e  asaoraadua wan drawn up a f t e r  th a  Kikuyu c o a a itta a  aaabars of the 
p a r ty  vara d ia o u a lif ie d  fay tha  d a in i a t  ra tion*  sea below* p.

28 .D*Cdaba P.P* • RaPP* Inaugural Meeting* 5*11*1955. ( Mindss)
^H.L.Odaha P.P.* RaPP public  sea ting*  5*12.1955* (M inutes)
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atmosphere of lata 1955 emerges very clearly from theee "inspiration*".

The moderate outlook of the >APP aay be also explained in  tern* 

of it s  leadership. Kanyua* one of the three in itiato rs of the idea 

of forming the party* was a leading Kikuyu "loyalist” la  Nakuru. 

mother* H.I/.Odaba* had Just le ft the Government service a* Assistant 

D is tric t Officer having been actively involved m T the anti-Meu Hsu 

campaign. " Odaba and Kaqyua were elected in the ineuguxsl meeting 

as the party'* president and secretary respectively, another committee 

member elected at that mtetlag wee a meaber of the Torchbearers saoci- 

atlon. At least two of the Kikuyu who took an active interest in  the 

inaugural meeting were leading Kikuyu "lo ya lists". The non-Kikuyu 

elected to the committee were newcomers to the p o litica l scene tad 

no more p o litic a lly  radical. Trib a lly  the committee was dominated by 

the Kikuyu and the Luo. It  wee composed of four Kikuyu* four Luo* 

one Muluhyn and one Kalenjin. The committee consisted largely of 

educated Africans* mostly dsrks.

The HAPP was shortlived not having enough tine to  test its  

brand of p o litics  and its  acceptability with the African masses. At 

the beginning i t  looked as i f  the party was off to a good start. In 

spite of the Imergeacy conditions there were many Africans eager for 

some kind of p o litic a l a ctiv ity . In Roveaber end becsober 1955 the 

NaJPP organised two public meetings with outside speakers. Committee 

z&ee tinge were held in  which party policies were worked out. Ccatact 

was maintained with the African Members of the Legislative Council and 

the , djuinistration. The NAPP was* la  fact* the firs t p o litic a l organi­

zation in  Nakuru to use ^rsternstically written records end keep ninutee

and file s . The party even began to make contacts in the D istrict with
2

a view to extend it s  network beyond the town. l

l H.L.tdaba P.P.t A aee tin g  convened by H.L.Cdaba* J .P .G .Kanyua and 
Cwalla Awino* 17.10.1955* ( Minutes)

L.Odaba P .F .» NaPP circular le tte r to people in different parte of 
Nakuru Liatrict* undated (around Ncveabar-ieceaber 1955)*
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J°°* * l f t t r  i t*  formation, however, the BaPP su ffe red  what turned 

out to  be a fa ta l  blow. Toward* tha and o f fiteanber 1999 i t  bocaaa 

c la a r  th a t  tha  Governnent was ao t proparad to  p e rn it  Kikuyu, hnbu 

and Maru to  taka p a r t  i n  p o li t ic a l  p a r t la a . vonaeoucntly a l l  tha four 

Kikuyu c o a a itta a  nen iera  had to  re s ig n ,: although noaa o f  than could 

r o s i ly  b* regarded aa a  p o l i t ic a l  th ro a t, h a p la in ly  tha Government 

d e c is io n  the  P . t ,  s a id  th a t i t  was lap o sa ib la  to  aay "w ith any c e r ta in ty  

which Kikuyu a r t  a t i l l  subversive and help ing  Bau Mau, and which arc 

n o t " /  lie re fe rred  to  tha in v o lv a a n t of le ad ijg  Torchbearer* in  

Baivasha w ith Mau Mau, The Qovernoan t  decision  tea to bo a laaaoa to  

A fricans* " I t  oust bo aado c lo a r to tho Kikuyu and to  o th e r  t r ib e e , 

th a t  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  rebel lio n  ag a in s t tha Govom nent r e ta rd s ,  ao t ad­

vances, tho tr ib e  concerned, and i t  would ao t be r ig h t th a t  Kikuyu 

should  hare tha sane s t a r t  and p r im a g e s  in  taking to  p o l i t i c s  aa 

tho  o th e r  loyal t r i b e s ."  Odaba, the p a r ty 's  p re s id e n t, t r ie d  to con­

v in ce  tha  P.C. to apply the ban only on those involved in  subversive 

a c t i v i ty .^  The P .C ., however, in s is te d  th a t  tha p a r ty 's  coaatiU gon  

must inc lude  a sp e c if ic  undertaking th a t  Kikuyu, Knbu and Maru would 

n o t be e l ig ib le  so long aa th i s  was co n tra ry  to  the Governs  i n t  in -  

e tra c tio n s*  Tha p a r ty  complied w ith th i s  deaand a f t e r  n n i ld  p r o te s t . ' '

The p a rty  never recovered fron th i s  blow. In s p i te  of the sup­

p re ss io n  o f  tha Kikuyu during tha he ig h t o f the inergeacy , they s t i l l  

ex h ib ite d  note in te r e s t  la  p o l i t i c s  than A fricans fron o th e r  t r ib e s .  

Those Kikuyu involved in  the BaPP were b a s ic a lly  lo y a l i s t  and c e r ta in ly  

d id  n o t regard thenselvee aa tha  advance-guard o f  a  fu tu re  a d l l ta n t

: H.D. Odaba P .P ., Kanyua to  Odaba, 90.12.19551 S.Mbote to  Odaba, 
31.12.19551 H.B. waweru to  Odaba, 5 .1 .1956 .

^ .D .O daba P .P ., P#C., HVP to  Odaba, 5 .1 .1956.

*5H.D.0daba P .P ., Odaba to P .C ., RVP, 10.1.1956*

S i , ! '.  Odaba P .P ., P .C ., PVP, to  Odaba, 16.1.1956.

Odaba P .P ., J.H.Odhianbo to P .C ., 2VP, 23*1.1956i . ta ta ae n t 
by Odaba, 17.1.1956*
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n a t io n a l i s t  movement. They demonstrated, however, the Kikuyu ta s te  

fo r  p o l i t i c a l  power and th e ir  s e n s i t iv i ty  to changing p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i ­

t i e s .  The exclusion  o f the Kikuyu not only deprived the p a r ty 's  com­

m itte e  o f a th ird  o f i t s  members and i t s  ac tiv e  general sec re tax y . I t  

a lso  demonstrated the  p a r ly 's  he lp lessness in  i t s  re la t io n s  with the 

Government. This nay have been one of the  reasons why th re e  ad d itio n a l 

committee members resigned in  December 1955 end January 1956. The 

p a r ty 's  p re s id en t had g rea t d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  finding replacem ents. 1 

In  about February 1956 the p res id en t h im self was forced to  leave
p

Nakuru upon fa i l in g  to  obtain  a  business lic en ce . This waa more than 

th e  p a rty  could stand  and by Februaxy 1956 i t  became redundant, to a l l  

i s t a a t s  and purposes.'* U ntil then the RAPP did not have re g is te red
L 5membership, n e ith e r  did i t  open tranche sfLn the D is t r ic t .

■Jho Nakuru U ie tr ic t  Gongrwa 1956-60.

The f a c t  th a t  more than two y ears  had elapsed before another 

A frican  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  wae formed in  Nakuru nay serve to  show th a t 

th e  NAPP was prem ature. Important developments took p lace  during 1956

to  1958 which were conducive to  n a t io n a l is t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty .  The
6 ,independence o f Ghana in  March 1957 ra ise d  enthus ia sm and hopes. In 

Kenya, as the  a i l i ta x y  phase o f  the Emergency cane to  an end, Africans 

s ta r te d  to  take the  p o l i t i c a l  i n i t i a t i v e .  R ejecting m u lti-rac ia l!em , 

A frican  p o l i t i c a l  le ad e rs  and Members o f  the L e g is la tiv e  Council were

^H.D.Odaba P.P.* Odaba to D.T.Arap Hoi, 10.1.1956. In terv iew : 
H.D.Odaba.

^Interview: H.D.Odaba*

^KHA/HDAB 1956. p -3 . In terview : H.D.Odaba.

^H.D.Odaba P.P.» Odaba to NaPP s e c re ta ry , 31.1.1956.

^In terv iew : H.D.Odaba.

^In terv iew : R.A.Kuboka.
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p re s s in g  fo r  aelf-G overnneat and undilu ted  democracy. ¥mmy o f U h  wort 

l a  no aood to  accept anything le e s  than African M ajority ru le .  la  June 

1938 Cginga edinga, tba Lao le ad en  s ta r te d  a  campaign p ro c ia in in g  

K anyatta aa the revered  leader o f Kenya A fricans, By 1998 I t  lecM e 

In c re a s in g ly  c le a r  th a t  the fu tu re  lay  w ith African na tiona lism  ra th e r  

than  with n u l t i - r e c ia l i a c .  P o li tic a l leadersh ip  o f the a a t lo a a l la t  

noveaent Mia la  the  hands o f African M asters o f the L e g is la tiv e  Council 

backed by numerous d i s t r i c t  p o l i t ic a l  o rg an isa tio n s . The Ovanes*; uard 

o f  the  n a t io n a l is t  movement wan,no doubt, the Nairobi P e o p le 's  Convention 

P a rty  (NFCP) led by Ton Mboya. The NPCP ushered in  a new e ra  l a  Kenya 

A frican  p o l i t ic a l  o rg an isa tio n . Mboya b u i l t  a  vocal and m ili ta n t  party  

v e i l  organised and d isc ip lin ed  which channelled the p o l i t i c a l  energies 

Uid a sp ira tio n s  o f aeny Nairobi and Konya A fricans. I t  was tba f i r s t  

f u l ly  a ffe c t iv e  s a s s  p o l i t ic a l  p r ty  In  Kenya. ̂

Respite th is  conducive p o l i t i c a l  atmosphere* Nakuru'e *■ f r tc a n s  

needed an ex te rn a l o tinu lue  to  enbexfc on a  new p a rty . This was provided 

by C .K lpro tlch , a  Kalenjin* who had cone from Nairobi w ith the sp e c if ic  

in te n t io n  o f e a tab liah ln g  a  d i s t r i c t  p a r ty  in  Nakuru. K ipro tich  had 

been the o rgan ising  sec re ta ry  o f the N airobi A frican l i s t r i c t  Congress 

b u t l a t e r  he followed Kxye in to  the NFCP. I t  nay have been th a t he 

was se a t by Mboya who wanted to  expand hi a in fluence  beyond N airobi.

One source c la im  th a t  K lprotloh case to  Nakuru to  e s ta b l is h  fo r h in -
2

a a l f  a  p o l i t ic a l  base as  a stepping s to n e  to the L e g is la tiv e  council, 

i.hen K iprotich  cane to Nakuru he found lo c a l A fricans responsive. In 

f a c t  the question o f  fosn irg  a  lo c a l d i s t r i c t  p a rty  bad been discussed 

by leading Nakuru A fricans p r io r  to  h is  a r r iv a l .^

V o r  f u l l e r  background to th is  p e r io d , s e e , G .Beanstt* c o .c i t . . pp. 133- 
3C| J.N.Crovlsy* op. cI U , pp. 108-53; T.Mbcya. f t n t i  g j  ■ I M f r
lAndre Deutsch, London 19&3* PP* 75-&1*

2
In terv iew : S.L«0juka.

* in terv iew : ^ I n h i e i ,  R.A.Kufcoka.
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The nev p a r t / ,  the Nakuru d i s t r i c t  C oagm u , (|DC)V in ­

augurated  on 18 Nay 1958 a t  a aaaa M atin g  with Ton Kboye aa guest 

e f  honour. 1 Tha even ts  o f th ia  M eting  ra fla c U d  tha p o l i t i c a l  aood 

o f  Nakuru ‘r ic e n e . Whoroes only ona thousand people oould ba aotaKnodatad 

in  tha  h a l l  where th a  M ating was bald , a  fu r th a r two thousand crowds*! 

o u ts id e . liaap p o in ted  by th a ir  axel union f  ran tha a e e t l i*  tha  crowd 

atoned  tha p o lic e  before  being d ispersed by reinforcem ents. t  tha 

m eeting a  d ecision  was taken to  Join tha  boycott declared by tha NPCP 

o f  e lg a r e t ta a ,  bear and bones during th e  forthcoming t r i a l  o f  s ix  

A frican  Members o f  th e  L eg is la tiv e  Council.2 Tha response o f  fakuru 

A fricans was In d ic a tiv e  o f th e i r  read in ess  to follow  s  more a s s e r tiv e  

p o l i t i c a l  le a d e rsh ip .

This time th e re  was no re a l d i f f ic u l ty  in  re c ru it in g  lo ca l l e a d 's -  

s h ip . There van the  in sp ira tio n  and encouragement from n a tio n a l p o l i ­

t i c a l  le ad e rs  uncompromisingly coom itted to  the goal o f  Uhuru. ad d itio n ­

a l l y  the re la x a tio n  o f the Urergency made p o l i t ic a l  le ad e rsh ip  a I s m  

hazardous p ro p o s itio n . I t  was, in  f a c t ,  a  re la t iv e ly  sa fe  Investment 

f o r  the  fu tu re . All the  o rig in a l o f f ic e r s  o f the Mix: were newcomer* 

on the lo c a l p o l i t i c a l  scene. They were a l l  educated and mostly young. 

K ip ro tieh , the  chairman, was a  K alen jin , and o f tha f iv e  o th e r o f f ic e rs  

th e re  were th ree  Abnluhya, one Luo and ona Kikuyu.' Tha Kikuyu were

h e s i ta n t  to  jo in  th a  fro n t l in e  of p o l i t i c a l  le ad e rsh ip . They were ce i'­
ll.

t a ln ly  not encouraged to  do ao by the  '.d a in is tra tlo a . tfc the e th e r

^KHa/C ,c./Rk\x/dep.2 /167* ^ .K ipro tieh  to  I «C., RM*<, KU.O
to  Mayor, 2C.3.1958.

c 1 o ld . Tha s ix  A frican Member* were brought to  t r i a l  f o r  denouncing 
7 be e ig h t A fricans who had com  forward aa candidate* fo r  the ape dal 

s e a ts  in  the Legco a s  "stooges, q u is lin g s  end b lack Luropaans • • • " •  
f e e ,  G .Bennett, o p . c l t . , pp. 1*2- 3.

F ile  211*. MIC o ff ic e rs  1938.

^KMA/l).G/Kku/dep.2/16?♦ C .I ip ro tic h  to  L .C.« 3 .5 .1958. Interview ; 
ti.Mbote.



hand the  Abaluhya, who had newer before played an im portant ro le  in  

Nakuru p o l i t i c s ,  were well represented. la  June 1958 the NIC exe­

c u tiv e  coianittee inc luded , in  addition  to  the o f f ic e r s ,  aoee fiv e  

Luo, fo u r Kikuyu, th re e  Abaluhya md  one K alea jia . 1

The f i r s t  n a jo r  change in  the NEC leadersh ip  occurred in  weoenber 

1?M  when K ipro tich  wee forced to  re s ig n . His sa in  weakness was lack 

o f lo c a l  support. Be tr ie d , without su ccess, to r e c ru i t  a  Nairobi 

p o l i t i c i a n  a s  the p a r ty 's  organising sec re ta ry  in  o rder to  s treng then  

h is  p o s i t i o n /  K ip ro tich  was forced to  res ig n  because o f  an a llaged  

m ishandling o f  p a r ty 's  funds. ̂  The chairmanship was taken by R.A.Kuboka, 

a  Muluhya. This lead ersh ip  c r i s i s  seems to  hsve been followed by a 

d e c lin e  in  the p a r ty 's  a c t iv i ty .^  K ip ro tich  had worked f u l l - t i n s  

f o r  the  p a r ty , and i t  took the lo ca l p o l i t ic ia n s  son# t in s  before they 

evolved an e f f s e t iv e  c o lle c tiv e  le ad e rsh ip . Towards the end o f 3999 

the  NEC was r e v i ta l i s e d .^

In September 1999 the NDC's new leadersh ip  was considerably  

d i f f e r e n t  in  composition from i t s  p red ecesso r. Nine o f the  twenty—three
7

conedttee  members were Kikuyu, the r e s t  being Luo and Abaluhya. l iv e
G

o f  th e  nine o f f ic e r s  e lec ted  on 15 November 1999 were new. four o f  

th e  n ine were Abaluhya, three were Luo and two Kikuyu. The Kikuyu

____  -  —  -------------  ■  ■ ■ ■ ■  ■ ■ ■  ■ ■ ■ ■  ....................... ■

‘Kami Nakuru f i l e s  (KNT), IfDC executive committee, 6.6.395®. (M inutes)

2KHf, E.Omolo Ragar to  K ipro tich , 25.7.195®.

3KHF, NIC to  D.C., 18.12.199®. Interview* E.Migwe.

\.A .K uboka  P .P ., NDC genaral m eeting. 5 .7 .1960, speech by Kuboka.

^KNA, NLaK 1999. p .2.

6Ih id . H.A.Kuboka P .P . ,  NEC general m eeting. 5 .7 .1960, speech by Kuboka. 

? R.A.Kuboka P .P ., NIC committee membera, 17.9.1999.

A.Kuboka P .P ., NDC general n e s tin g , 5 .7 .1960, speech by Kuboka.
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s t i l l  lagged behind. This leadership regained in  o ff ic e  u n t i l  the MW 

was d isso lv ed  in  Ju ly  i 960. The period from Septembr 1959 to  July  

I 960 was one o f  constan t growth in  membership, o rgan ization  and volume 

o f a c t i v i t y .  Between November 1959 and May i 960 the p a r ty 's  meaber- 

eh ip  throughout the D is tr ic t  rose fro* 556 to  3 ,9 2 c .1

The MDC lead e rsh ip  was an in te re s t in g  m ixture. I t  was t r ib e l ly  

mixed 1 rep resen tin g  mainly the three la rg e s t  groups. In t e r - t r i b a l  

harmony was cue o f th e  most encouraging fa c e ts  of the MIC. I t  was# in  

t h i s  respect*  perhaps Nakurc's f in e s t hour. This s p i r i t  o f harmony nay 

be p a r t ly  explained by the fa c t th a t independence had s t i l l  to  be 

achieved by p o l i t i c a l  strugg le  and the 'scranble* fo r the p o te n tia l 

f r u it s  of Uhuru had not yet begun. I t  was a lso  made p o ss ib le  by the 

ex clu sio n  o f the Kikuyu m ilitan ts  from p o l i t i c s .  With the  hard-core 

m il i t a n ts  locked up, p o li t ic ia n s  from the  three major t r ib e s  were ab le  

to  evolve a  harmonious leadersh ip  based on a fundamentally moderate 

p o l i t i c a l  o r ie n ta t io n . Both Kikuyu o f f ic e r s  e lec ted  in  November 

1959, K&nyua and S.K.Hwendia, were ex-KAU chairmen who had turned 

" lo y a l i s t "  during the Qaengency. They represen ted  the e f f o r t s  o f Kikuyu 

" lo y a l is t s "  to re in te g ra te  themselves in to  the n a t io n a l is t  movement.

The r e s t  o f the o f f ic e r s  did not th in k  th a t th e i r  " lo y a l is t"  record
* 2J u s t i f ie d  th e i r  d is q u a l if ic a tio n . Two o f the p a r ty re o f f ic e rs  from 

November 1959 were nominated municipal c o u n c illo rs , committed to un­

reserved  co -operation  with the European m ajority  and accepting the d ic t­

a te s  of the  A dm inistration. The p a r ty 's  p re s id en t repeated ly  andemned 

v io lence and s e c re t  p o l i t ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s .^  The only m ili ta n t coamdttee 

member was the young Mark Mwithaga, who had a t  th a t s tag e  l i t t l e  in ­

fluence among the  p a r ty 's  le ad e rsh ip . He was, in  f a c t ,  vezy unpopular

K .u.A .• NIa, annual Betuin, 17.11.1959* 2 0 .5 . i960.

2Interview: &.Imbisi, B.A.Kuboka.
^K.A.Kuboka P .P . ,  P ress re le a se  by Kuboka, 9*7. 1960; NDC general 

meeting, 3*7*1960, speech by Kuboka.



on the  c o m i t  tee because of hie tendency to  ge t r Involved” with the 

p o lic e  over unauthorised  p o l i t ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  *arly  in  i 960, a f te r  

he wee releaned f r e e  p rison  where he had spent th ree eon the  fo r  

o rg an is in g  an unauthorised p o l i t ic a l  n e e t l i*  in  Jljorc, an uaeucoeeaful 

a t t e s t  was m de to  oust hie from the c o m it te e . 1 The ftu: c o m itte e  

wan, a s  n whole, c o m itte d  to peaceful and c o n s ti tu tio n a l p o l i t ic a l  

s t ru g g le .  They advocated respect fo r the  law of the c o u n ty  and aade 

e f f o r t s  no t to  an tagonise  the A dn in ie tm tion .

The apparen tly  ad l i  t a r t  p o l i t i c a l  p o s itio n s  adopted by the C £  

could be b e t te r  apprecia ted  in  t e n s  o f  the general p o l i t i c a l  c lie n ts  

In  the countsy end the lead given by n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  le a d e rs , than 

In  te rn s  o f the in h e ren t n iU ta n o j of the lo c a l c o m it te e .  In i t s  

f i r s t  c o n s ti tu tio n  the ItDC declared i t s e l f  a  n a t io n a l is t  p a rty  c o m itte d  

to  s e lf -d a te  m l n a tio n  end freed 00.^  I t s  second c o n s ti tu tio n  d rafted  

in  January I960 echoed the in fluence  o f  Ton Ktoya anr h ie  KRiPi ” *e 

f r ic e n  people o f liakuru . . .  e re  convinced th a t the only tru e  end Ju s t 

ays te e  o f aelf-g o v em n eo t fo r  Kenya in  genuine p a r l ia m a ta ry  dm o- 

c racy  ac tiv a ted  by the d esire  to  nske our country p o l i t i c a l ly  free , 

econom ically prosperous . . .  D edicating ourse lves to  the task  o f ridd ing  

Kenya o f ln p e r la l lm ,  ra c ia l  b ig o try , economic e x p lo i t a t i d i . . .  '

This s p i r t  t  o f  u& oaproalaing A frican nationalism  wan echoed la  

th e  p a r ty 's  a t t i tu d e  to  the cu rren t p o l i t i c a l  is su e s . In  n public 

statem ent i s s u e r s  13  December 1936 th e  HJX nnde i t s  p o a iU oa  c le a r .*4 

I t  pledged to support any a tape taken by the / f r ic a n  *• acted hentere

■ n i t  2114, m e  e o a a ti tu tlo n , undated (probably  195®).

’ r.S .a. ,  f l l a  2114. REC c o n s ti tu tio n . 25.1.196c 

S.A .K uboka P .P .,  IRC public  a te te M B t. 1J. 12.195®.



t o ’'smash and d estro y ” tbe l eppoa-acyq ^ m U I uU oo.  I t  urged Um  to  

co n tinue  p ressin g  th e  Covernsent to roe to re  to A fricans "fuadameatal 

hunen right**’* I t  c e lle d  then to  prose fo r  Uw i i r t U t t  revocation 

o f  the  i«ergency hegulationa. I> endorsed tlm ir deaand th a t L e iy a tta  

end o th e r  de tained  le ad e rs  be released* The s ta te a e n t aede the p a r ty 's  

a t t i t u d e  towards Kanyatta unequivocally clear* ’T h is  ~ongreaa 

reg ard  JttiC KLNXaTTa aa  the CSLX A ll PIJUT HL8G cy M l^ J I  m iiA H ."

I t  demanded the ia a e d ia te  withdrawal o f  B r it is h  troops from *e«j j» 

s o il*  F inally*  i t  requested the fr ic a n  U ected  Member* to  hold f re ­

quent see tin g s  with African p o l i t i c a l  le ad e rs  which would enable then 

to  keep in  touch w ith the viewe o f the A frican community. In  January 

1959 the Nix: p re s id e n t attacked ~ng> Towet, the K*L.C* f o r  A ipeig ls, 

f o r  d iaao c ia tin g  h ia a e lf  Iron the ban d ecla red  by eoae A frican M.L.~.g 

on the  vueen M other's v i s i t  to  Kenya*c In  June I 960 the Nix condemned 

th e  f o n a t io n  o f th e  Abalubya Political Union and the woaat African 

P o l i t i c a l  Union f o r  th e i r  diviaivenam s. ̂

l iX 'a  r e la t io n s  with A frican has Lera of Legco and o th e r  d i s t r i c t  

p a r t i e s  were la rg e ly  d ic ta ted  by i t s  p o l i t i c a l  creed* The p a r ty 's  con­

s t i t u t i o n  advocated co -operaticn  w ith "o th er p ro g ressiv e  and advancing 

o rg a n isa tio n s  no t i n  opposition  o r co n trad ic to ry  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  of 

th e  vongrese*”^ X U  c lo eee t and Boat s ig n if ic a n t  re la tio n sh ip  was 

w ith  Kbcya's NFCP. Hboya asp ired  to  develop the WCP a s  the nucleus 

o f  the fu tu re  countrywide n a t io n a l is t  party* Although lim ited* by 

1 rsro im nt ru le s  and i t s  own c o n stitu tio n *  to  N airob i, the NIU be­

came p o l i t i c a l ly  a c t iv e  in  o th e r d i s t r i c t s .  I t s  leader s  met lenders

' Lennox-Boyd c o n s ti tu tio n  issu ed  in  November 1957 was re je c te d  uy 
the  African U se  ted  Members* ses C .B ennett, o p .c i t* , pp* 1*1-5*

2B*A.Kuboka P .P .* Kuboka to  the  e d ito r*  21.1.19591 F.M.Crekley, 
o p .c it .* pp. 1*5- 6.

^R*A*Kuboka P.P.* Preae re lease , 8.6.1960, 28.6.196c.

‘*H.£*A.« NIC c o n s ti tu t io n , undated (probably 1956).
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of various d is tric t partiss discussing possible asrgsrs and 

jo in t statements, 1

Such a jo int statement was signed on 8 February 1999 by the NPCP 

and the NDC following a meeting between representatives of the two 

parties. The two parties undertook to work in close co-operation 

in  a ll  natters. In order to forge the unity between then« a common 

constitution was to be drafted. The NDC was expeefe&d to change its  

name to Nakuru People's Convention Party. Joint consultative machine 17
was to be set up to co-ordinate policies and activities of the two

2
parties. The NFlP's position in this alignment was particularly 

strong since i t  controlled whatever financial resources could be 

allocated. This formed, in fact* part of the joint statement: "The

Nairobi POP shall endeavour to bring as soon as posdble, the financial 

and other organisational aspects of the Nakuru District Congress on to 

a stable basis." For the NDC,which was constantly short of money, 

this was a real bonus. ̂  The expectations of the NPCP were not fu lly  

materialised. The NDC did not change its  name and the constitution, 

modelled cm that of the NPCP, vae drafted only in  January I960. NLC 

leaders did not want to give up their independent existence. When 

the NPCP started to recruit members in  Nakuru District in  I960, i t  

was strongly rebuked by the NDC which threatened to report the natter 

to the police.1* le t  the influence of Hboya or̂ the NDC was considerable.

Another way of circumventing the restriction on countrywide 

p o litica l organisations was to organise leaders' conferences for a ll

1T.Hboya, o p .c it .. p .80| J.N.Crovley* op.cit, ♦ pp. 1V5-*.

2H.A.Kuboka P.P., Joint statement NDC-NPCP, 8.2.1999*

•^R.A.Kubaka to Mboya, 23*7*1999 . 29*8.1999 . 2^.9*1999.

VA.Kuboka P.P., NDC to NPCP. U . 4 . 1960 ,



th e  in te re s te d  d i s t r i c t  p a r ti  oe. These c c n f i r a c i s  which s ta r te d  i s  

1957 sad wars he *d every ftw souths* ained s t  co o rd in a tij*  p o lic ie s  

sod a c tio n s . 1 MU, r epre senta tiv e s  a c tiv e ly  p a rtic ip a ted  in  these 

conferences. They aided  with the sere  rad ica l na tiona l le ad e rs  l ik e  

Mboyst Cdinga sad K iano.? When i s  duly 1959 the n a jo r ity  o f  the A fri­

can e lec ted  Heabers took p e rt i s  the form ation o f the m u lti- ra c ia l  

Kenya R ational P arty  (KKP)*' the MDC supported those who opposed i t .

Ob th i s  is su e  the MIX took to  teak the H eater fo r  the C eatval S i f t  

who supported the KKP. Be was in v ited  to  a  party  pub lic  nesting  to  

e x p la in  h is  p o s itio n  but was shouted down by a h o s ti le  audience end 

was forced to  walk o u t .1*

The MIX supported the decision e f  the  ra d ic a l A frican Sleeted 

h eab ers t i s  August 1959* to form the Kenya Independence Movement (h i* ) 

a s  s  counter force to  the KHK5 KIM'n no t to was Uhuru - a s s  (in ­

dependence now). Whereas KMP was allowed to  operate  on a  countrywide 

b a s is  KIN wanrefused re g is tra tio n  due to  i U  r a c ia l  enclueiveoeaa. 

consequently  the Movement's lead e rs  decided to  g e t round th i s  by c a ll in g  

oa a l l  the p o l i t i c a l  p a r tie s  supporting then to  adopt SIM's ease and 

c o n s t!  Ui. on. A n estin g  o f KIH'a su p p o rte rs  was hold a t  Makuiu on 15 

. ep teabor 1959 to  d iscuss the new s tra te g y . The th ir te e n  d i s t r i c t

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  p resen t resolved to  adept KIM'e sane sad c o n s titu tio n
6

and to  form p a r t  o f  an u n o ff ic ia l y e t  c e n tra lise d  countrywide p a rty .

Li.Ko«ya« o p .c it. * p.$2| «*.*• rowley* o p .c it. *

A.Kuboka P.P.* MIX. to E.K ,hhaaakhalat 7.2.1959- h.E.Khaaskhela 
to  a l l  African P o l i t ic a l  . • 'so c ia tio n e , 11.5.1959.

^T.ttboya* o o . c l t . » pp . $2-5l G.Hennett* Q p ic jt. t pp. 145-6; J.H . 
Crowley* . c l t . * pp . l47-£.

A.Kubok. P .P .,  IOC g M .n l  n o t i n g .  J ,7 .1 9 « 0 , tpooch by Kubokn. 
interview : £.Migwe.

^J.V.Crowley* op. w i t .» pp. 147-8.

^k.A.Kuboka P.P.* T.Hboya to  a l l  KIM supporters*  1 .9 .1959 . Qgiage 
cdinga .Speech s t  th e  Leaders' Conference* Nakuru* 15.9.1959?
14.9.1959* p .5 .



1 bc9 by then c o n ititu n c jf  p o l i t ic a l  p t r t iM  w tri t l l o v H  th i 

UK promptly applied  fo r  the r e g is tr a t io n  o f tho Control R if t  Independ­

ence ! v e w n t (C R IK )/ Tht p a r ty 's  inaugural aaa tlag  hold in  Nakuru 

on 18 October 1999 was atttadod  by aoro than too thousand people who 

had cons fro» a l l  c o ra tra  of th s  Central R ift constituency  •  Nalvaaka. 

o i l g i l ,  N joro, Nakuru i Hocy's bridge and Thoapc^o'a Falla* lep reeen ting  

a  p redoo inan tly  s q u a tte r  constituency, the see tin g  c r i t ic lo a d  the 

G overnaent's  . osaional Paper oa load Tenure ou tside the A frican re ­

s e rv e s  in  p a r tic u la r*  I t  was c laiacd  th a t the is p le a e a ta tlo a  o f auch 

p o lic y  would perp e tu ate  the exclusion o f  A fricans froa the k h lte  High­

lan d s  and leave Kenya in  the hands o f the ia a ig ra a t ra c e s , p u ttin g  

th e  A fricans in  a  p o s itio n  of Hbaggara and a lie n s" . Speakers deaaaded 

th a t  f,tha land should no t ba sold to  A fricans since it was already  t  - i r o 1 

The urban p o l i t i c a l  leaders played th e  ro le  of a r t ic a la t in g  the a sp ira ­

t io n s  o f t h e i r  i l l i t e r a t e  and lan d less  followers* I t  emphasised again 

th e  importance o f  Nakuru as a  focus o f in te ra c t io n  between town and 

country  in  the p a r t ic u la r  context o f th e  Pi f t  V alley. In th ie  respec t 

i t  was s ig n if ic a n t th a t the lead ersh ip  o f the CRIN case ex c lu siv e ly
3

f ro a Nakuru* In f a c t ,  i t  was a ln o st id e n tic a l  to  the NIC'a le ad e rsh ip .'

CRIN e n e rg e tic a lly  began to open branches and r e c r u i t  aeabers
4

o u ts id e  Nakuru M a tk ic t .  I t s  r e g is t r a t io n ,  however, proved to ba a 

com plicated issue* Tp begin w ith, th e  R eg is tra r o f S o c ie tie s  objected 

to  the  fa c t th a t the  p a r ty 's  o b je c tiv e s  went beyond th e  constituency 

1 underlets. He a lso  asked the pa rty  to  change i t s  naae © sittin g  the

1R*t«A*v f i l e  Pk^k, L.K.Hwendie to R e g is tra r , 16.9.1999. 

?KVN, 23.10.1999* p .2 9 .

^ R .t.A ., F i le  2k79* CRIN, a p p lic a tio n  f o r  r e g is t r a t io n ,  1959. 

^In terv iew : N«Nwithaga, t*Migve.



term "independanca Kovenent*' bafore he would consider n ^ e t n U o n . 1 

Wh«n the p a rty  changed i t a  name to the ^eatrml R if t Labour Party

( ;a* / the r e g is t r a r  continued to delay i t s  re g is tra t io n  under various
2p r e te x ts .  H n a l ly ,  in  July I960, the party  was refused re g is tra t io n

on the  grounds th a t “i t  appears to a t  th a t  the in te r e s t s  o f  peace, 

w e lfa re  and good o rd e r in  the colony would be l ik e ly  to  s u f fe r  p re jud ice  

by reason o f  the re g is tra tio n  o f such so c ie ty . h'

Such a  v e rd ic t on a party  whoa# p res id en t end chaim aa  had been 

a c t iv e  Kikuyu " lo y a l i s t s ” van asto n ish in g . I t  aaeaa. however* th a t 

th e  c ia in ie tra tio a  was auspicious o f the pa rty  because i t  employed 

m il i ta n t  ex -detainees as o f f ic ia l  c o lle c to r* . T heir a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the 

g ra s s - ro o ts  a lleg ed ly  caused unrest among the ru ra l p o p u la tio n .1* This 

was the f i r s t  re-emergence o f the Kikuyu n i l ! t a c t s  on Nakuru'e p o l i t i ­

c a l  scans. At th a t stage  they were s t i l l  p laying a n ia o r  ro ls .  but 

th e  'dad n i s t r a t i  on was Boat concerned, By the H as the  CHIP was re ­

fused r e g is t r a t io n  the whole issue had become i r r e le v a n t ,  since 

countrywide p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  were ty  than allowed. The NIC'a rep re ­

s e n ta tiv e s  p a r tic ip a te d  in  the two n e s tin g s  in  Kerch and Hoy i960 

in  whieb the  fo raa tlo n  of the Kenya A frican N ational Union (lUNU) m a

decided upon.'* Nakuru rep re sen ts tiv ea  supported the d ecision  and the
6

NIX' declared its  intention to be cone n KaNI branch.

f i l e  2h97% R eg istra r to CBIH, 19.12.1959.

2R .£ .A .t F ile  2^97. R eg istra r to  CHIN, 25 .5 .19& I R eg is tra r  to CHU, 
l6 .4 .1 9 6 u j CKLP to  R eg is tra r . 28.4.19601 29. 6. 196c» R eg ie trar to
CRKP, 7.7.1960.

R eg is tra r  to  CELP, 25.7.1960.

’kNa/ l. w/Nku/dep.2/15^. N^NR, May. June 196c.

Bennett* o p .c i t .* p.152. Ia te rv ia v t E.K.hvendia* R.A Kuboka.

ScNT. NIX to  KANV. N airob i, lh .6 .1 9 6 c .



Thu* the NIC played an active  p a r t  within a  framework o f a 

d iv ided  n a t io n a l is t  movement. The e ffec tiv en ess  of the p a r ty 's  

c o n tr ib u tio n  to  the national p o l i t ic a l  s trugg le  can be b e t te r  appre­

c ia te d  in  the l ig h t  o f i t s  lo c a l o rgan isa tion  and i t s  scope o f a c t i ­

v ity *  The weakness o f the previous p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  was th a t t h ^  

were la rg e ly  e l i t i s t .  Thqy ex isted , i f  a t  a l l ,  a t  the le v e l o f  the 

co m alt tee  and th e i r  following was vague, uninvolved and uncommitted. 

The s ig n ific an ce  and e ffec tiveness o f the HX stemmed from the fa c t 

th a t  i t  was the f i r s t  party  to  be organised on the  l in e s  o f a  ease 

p o l i t i c a l  aovenent.

Here again the in fluence  of Hboya and the HPCP was ev iden t. 

Mboya re a lise d  th a t in  a  co lon ial a i tu a t io o  in  which the only con­

ceiv ab le  s tru g g le  was p o l i t i c a l ,  the weakness of the n a t io n a l is t  

p o l i t i c a l  o rg an isa tio n  amounted to weakness s t  the bargaining ta b le . 

In  ugust 1959, in  view of the forthcoming c o n s titu tio n a l conference, 

he p resen ted  the case fo r sa s s  o rg an isa tio n  to a  Leaders' Conference.

In  ad d itio n  to considera tions of p o l i t i c a l  s tra teg y  Hboya aeesa to
anti-

have been Motivated by the b e l ie f  th a t  the dynasties o f th e /c o lo n ia l 

s tru g g le  would be sa in ta in ed  by a co n stan t in te ra c tio n  between the 

p o l i t i c a l  le ad e rs  and tliS ir re a l  source o f power, the A frican naasee. 

He o u tlin ed  a programme based on s a s s  p o l i t i c a l  education , e labo rate  

o rg a n isa tio n , d is c ip l in e  and c e n tr a l is a t io n .  I t  was la rg e ly  derived 

from  the experience o f the HPCP.

NLC lead e rs  too case to  r e a l i s e  th a t  u n less  they g o t ordinary 

A fricans to  id e n tify  with the p a rty  and i t s  ob jec t!van , they could 

no t count on th e i r  support. 2 Cne way o f  achieving th i s  was through 

an in ten s iv e  propaganda campaign aimed a t  the p o l i t i c a l  education

“R.A.Kuboka P .P .,  "The case fo r  mass p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n isa tio n " , a memo 
to  A frican L eaders' Confeirence, 23 .8 .1959.

‘'In terv iew : h .H vithega.



o f  the  / f r ic a n  a a u i s .  Nuaeroua public aeetixgs hold la  the  tovn 

and the  i i a t r i c t  vara uaad fo r tba propagation of tha p a r ty 's  

p o l i t i c a l  o b je c tiv e s .

la  a  s i tu a t io n  in  which tha aTaaaaa wars la rg e ly  i l l i t e r a t e ,  

s tra ig h tfo rw ard  p o l i t i c a l  ia d o c trio s tio n  was not always e f fe c t iv e .

Bara tha ro la  of tha KX, propaganda u n it  was v i t a l .  I t  was organised 

on th a  l in e s  of tha HPCP youth wing. 3 In  fa c t .  u n ti l  th a  HOC'a 

propaganda u n it was fornad in  . eptaabar 1959. use was aada of tha 

NPCP youth wing.2 Tha propaganda u n it  was tha p a r ty 's  o ffen siv e  ana 

whose task  was to p en e tra te  to the aasaas and arouse th e i r  enthualaaa.

I t  was ccaposed o f a  nucleus o f about tw enty-five uneaployed youths 

who v e r t  fu lly  co n a itted  to i t .  They used p o l i t ic a l  songs and slogans 

raoatly composed lo ca lly *  They used to  d iv ide  in to  a a a ll  group# and 

d e liv e red  th e i r  see  sages in  the various housing e s ta te s  in  Kakuru 

and in  the I i a t r i c t  townships. They ware p resen t a t  every party  pub lic  

s e a tin g  to  arouse the  enthualaaa of tha  audience. They occasionally  

launched door to  door caapaigna in  th e  town. 5 Party  c o lle c to rs  and 

p ro p ag an d ists  were a lso  ac tiv e  among sq u a tte rs  on European fame,**

The propaganda u n it was led by Hark Mwlthnga the only "M ilitant" 

on the  NIC combI t t e e .  Under Hwithaga'a guidance the group developed 

i t s  own p o l i t ic a l  dynaaisB. Having no support w ithin the  c o aa itte e  he 

sought to  organise tba propaganda u n i t  aa a  n i l l t a n t  p ressu re  group.

The youth who ware n t  the fo re fro n t o f  the p a r ty 's  campaign had l i t t l e  

re sp ec t fo r  tha law and no in h ib it io n s  about g e ttin g  involved with 

th a  p o lic e . This c re a te d  n c e r ta in  anouat of tension  between the " re ­

sp ec tab le” p a r ty 's  le ad e rs  and the "rough" youth, marly i s  i 960 when

__________________________ L i II I ~ ~ t  ------------------------- — ------- -------- -------------- ---------------------------- “ " ' -  "  * - '

XThe KPCJP youth w i^ ; was known aa th e  "Kenya Ginger Group" o r the 
"HPCP Uburu l in g e r s " .

^.A .K uboka P.P.* Kubeka to  Hboya, 16.9,1959; Mboya to  Kuboka. 15.7.1959. 
In terview ! £.L*Ojuka. m.Hlgwe.

In terv iew j S.Mbote, H.Hvithaga, Z. l a b i a l .
^ In terv iew : Z. l a b i a l ,  M«Kwithaga.



sone committee members tx ltd  to oust Mwtihaga from the UJL le ad e rsh ip , 

members o f the  propaganda un it beat up the part/ chairman. Cm another 

occasion  i t  was the organising secretary  who was manhandled by them. 1

The Mix: went beyond p o l i t ic a l  propaganda to e s ta b lis h  I t s e l f  as 

a p o p u la r and e ffe c tiv e  mass p o l i t ic a l  movement, bven an e ffe c tiv e  

p o l i t i c a l  education campaign could not ensure the lo y a lty  and commitmen t 

o f the  masses. The m ajority  o f Nakuru D is tr ic t  A fricans were i l l i t e r a t e  

and fo r  many n a tio n a l consciouaneaa was fa r  from e v id en t. Thus the MIC 

in c re a s in g ly  d e a lt w ith the day-to-day problems a ffe c tin g  the l i f e  of 

A fricans in  the D is t r ic t .  In th is  way ordinary A fricans could r e la te  

t h e i r  grievances and th e i r  personal p ro te s ts  to the o v e ra ll  n a t io n a lis t  

programme a s  represen ted  ay the NIC.

w ithin the con tex t of m inicipal p o l i t ic o ,  the NIC challenged,

in  February 1959, the system of nomination of A frican co u n c illo rs  to
2th e  Nakuru Municipal Council. The p arty  claimed th a t nominated 

c o u n c illo rs  fa ile d  to  m aintain con tac t with those they were supposed 

to  re p re se n t. I t  c a lle d  fo r the a p p lic a tio n  of the e le c t iv e  p r in c ip le  

on a l l  p u b lic  bod ies. In June I 960 the NIC demanded s ix  e lec ted  and 

threw nominated A frican  municipal c o u n c illo rs  in s tead  o f  the proposed 

th re e  e lec ted  and th ree  nominated members.

The b iggest lo c a l  is su e  d e a lt w ith by the NDC was the intended 

dem olition  of Bondeni Location. The p arty  s trong ly  opposed the de­

m olition  on the grounds th a t i t  would be a g ro ss  in ju s t ic e  to deprive 

the  lan d lo rd s , many o f whom were o ld  people, o f th e i r  only seans of

In terv iew , M«Mwithaga, 2.1m biai. KNF, Imbisi to  NDC, 16.6,1960.

2KNJ, NDC to D .C .• 7 .2 .1959.

\ as, 4 .6 .1960, p .7 .



. ivo- .ihood. The MLC o rg a n is e  the l io d lo rd t  and a f te r  a  prolonged 

strugglft succeeded in  preventing the d eaoU tioa . The * a j in  vhieh the 

party re la te d  th ie  p a r tic u la r  a t  niggle to the o v e ra ll ooverw ent .  

African coafroutetiom  can be gauged fron  i t a  p re s id e n t 'a  sddreee to  

hondeni land lo rds: *2 bag to f in ish  by appealing to you th a t l e t  us 

unite* be one t hing and work toge ther. lUkuru i s  being oppressed from 

a l l  corners and aa no one i s  seeing the oppression, the oppression 

is  growing stro n g er and s tro n g e r.wi

In 1959 the MIC reacted a ia i l a r ly  when the Municipal council 

raised the ran t i n  the Xaloleni f u s in g  im ta te . A p a rty  covedttee  

resolution s ta ted  th a t  the r i s e  was incom patible with the  coat of living 

and that the standard of accommodation in  fact w arranted a reduction  

in  the r e n ts .  The M̂ C was instrum ental in  forning a Tenants Association
i

in  response to the rise is  rents. The of fleas fifths Association were 

largely recruited froa the ranks of tbs party leadership. The party

van also ac tiv e ly  involved in  a  rents trike ca^w lgn which i t  had
2advocated.

Represent!^ the feelings of the educated African elite* the Mia, 

complained to the police about the increasing number of prostitutes 

in  African high-class bars." Another problem which the MIC addreaaed 

its e lf  to was the ille g a l brewing of bear* which aalnly effected 

ordinary Africans. While not encouneing thie practice* the party sug­

gested that aa appropriate way of combatting i t  would be to laprove
k

the standard of beer served in the muacipsl beer-halls. In a latter 

to the Nakuru Triwon authorities* the MIC complained* oa behalf of five

a.A.Kuboka P.P.* a  d ra f t  o f  a epeech by Kuboka* undated. Interview: 
M.Mwithege* 2*Imbiei« R. .Kuboka.

6.10.1959* P*7; *.12.1959* p .7 l  U .12.1999* p . J .  Interview :
R. A. Kuboka.

'2 .( /M k u /lA 0 /1 7 /l9 /l Kuboka to Officer i / c  Nakuru F o lio s  t ta tio n ,l8 .% 1 9 6 c . 

iMT,  Kuboka to MAAG* 15.2*1960.



hundred p risoners*  About the i l l  trestm ent of a  p riao o e r.

ilje NIC ml so t< ok up, with the appropriate a u th o r itie s*  a  va rie ty  

o f  p ersonal probieaa and grievances. I*  pu t forward a  case aea ln a t 

th e  in tended  d lad.s e a l o f the p rea id ea t and v ice -p res id en t o f the 

Nukuro f r ic a n  o u r t .? I t  ia te rraaed  on behalf of the o ld  Haee 3U  

J c h a r i .  whose shop was deaoiiehed and who fa ile d  to  o b ta in  o th er p re­

ad oe a . '  mong o th e r  personal n a tte r*  which the NIC took up was the

p l ig h t  o f a  widow who could mot pup h e r re n t and the o o ap la ln t of a  

hawker who had bees Mistreated tgr a  h o sp ita l watchman.*4

In d u s tr ia l  r e la tio n e , app rop ria te ly  the domain o f  tjiade uaiona, 

was ano ther sphere in  which the NMC was involved. There were African 

employees who p re fe rre d  to lodge com plaints ag a in s t M flcgrera through 

th e  HDC which had estab lish ed  the re p u ta tio n  o f using a  no r e  e ffe c tiv e  

o rg a n isa tio n  than most trades unions l a  the town. Am e a r ly  a s  August 

195® the g en era l sec re ta ry  o f  the Kenya Federation o f Labour asked the

p a r ty  to d ire c t  com plaints and complainants to  tha ap p ro p ria te  trad es
c g

u n ions.^  although tha MIC responded to  th i s  request* th e re  were

case s  in  which i t  continued to  co n tac t the employers concerned d i r e c t ly .

The MX took a p a r t ic u la r  in te r e s t  in  the i i a t r i c t  ru ra l workers* 

m ainly squatters*  who were almost com pletely h e lp le ss  i n  th e ir  r e ­

la t io n s  w ith th e i r  employers sad had no trade union to  p ro te c t then.

The MDC became th e  patron  o f  the s q u a tte r s .  The most p re ss in g  prob­

lem was the e v ic tio n  o f sq u a tte rs  and th e i r  feed .lies from the farms. I 2

I KMT« Kuboka to  A ss is tan t .superintendent o f lrlao o *  Nakuru, 5 .6 .I960 .

2« r #  C .K lpro tieh  to  a .C ., 26. 6. 1956.

^M .K uboka P.P .* MX to M inister f o r  Local Government* Health and Town 
H ann ing , 23.1 .1959.

**KNF, Kuboka to  MaaC* 27.6.196G| MX to  Medical O ff ic e r , Provincial 
General H ospital* 26 .3 .196c.

^KNT* Kenya F edera tion  of Labour to  MX* 15.3.1956.

Kuboka te  KlXjVC, 12.2.1960.
iSTi Vuwka to  ( . ln g a l l l l  L td .,  1 . 6. 1960; Kuboka to  O .M .Patal. 26.6.1960;
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O ther grievances taken up by the KDC involved —<»Ty noo-paynent o f 

« d crope which had boon l e f t  behind bp evicted  s q u a tte rs . The 

RLc con tac ted  the farmers concerned o r  the appropria te  au th o rity  

in  an a ttem pt to r e c t i f y  wrong® done to  ru ra l workers. 1 The ie n io r  

Labour O ff ic e r , BVP, wan aware o f tha im p lica tions of the involvement 

o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie a  in  ru ra l labour re la tio n a l ’’le o p iU  the fa c t th a t  

th e  eaplcQfeea hare to  pay fo r th is  p r iv i le g e , they a re  rep o rtin g  to 

th eae  p o l i t i c a l  o rgan isations in  inc reasin g  nuabere and an a  r e s u lt  

a re  o x treae ly  tru c u le n t when re tu rn ing  to  th e ir  w qjlayers and » ery 

o f te n  re fuaa  to leav e  the fe rn s .” Re suggested the in tro d u c tio n  o f a  

cdnicutt wage in  ru ra l  areas an one way o f counteracting  p o l i t i c a l  ag i­

ta t io n . aoong the squat to  re . * *" In the f i r s t  h a lf  o f I960 the NIL a ss is te d  

H.uduor to  organics the General A g ricu ltu ra l Workers' Union (GaW ).

When I t  was re g is te re d , a l l  the  p rob leas of ru ra l  workers ware handed 

over to  i t . ^  The NIL: looked a f te r  ev ic ted  sq u a tte re  who d r if te d  to  

Nakuru. I t  provided then with temporary s h e lte r  and food and tr ia d  to 

fin d  than p ernssen t accom odation in  town o r the r te a rv e .4*

The NX ro le  o f patron of the ru ra l  workers strengthened the 

p o l i t i c a l  a l l lm c e  between town and country  and fo s te red  a bond between 

th e  urban p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  and the n esses o f i l l i t e r a t e  s q u a tte rs . I t  

l a  in te re s t in g  to  note in  th i s  con tex t th a t  while the sq u a tte rs  in  

ftakuru l i e  t r i e  t  were almost ex c lu s iv e ly  Kikuyu, the N X 's  leadersh ip

Kuboka to  M. Maine, 15.5.196c.

XKNF, Kuboka to Labour Coani s a l  oner, N airob i, 23 .4.1960; Kuboka to  
S .L .O ., Nakuru, 13.2.196C| Kuboka to  G ilg il  Police* 23.5.1960; 
Kuboka to G ilg il P o lice , 23.5.1960; Kuboka to  l ie la io n a l  Forest 
O ffice r, Londiani, 19.4.1960, These a r t  a few of numerous l e t t e r s  of 
the  same na tu re .

*KNa/D.C/ Nku/5/2, L .L .C ., R.V.P. to  Labour -oam iaeioner, N airobi, 
13.5.1960.

“'In te rv iew : R. .Kuboka, ^ l a b i a l .

^ In terv iew : L.Mbote, 2. la b ia l ,  B.A.Kutoka.
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was predom inantly non-Kikuyu. I t  was in d ica tiv e  of the in te x ^ tr ib a l  

harmony w ith in  the party* The sq u a tte rs  in  th is  a llian ce*  however*

\ e re  only a t  the receiv ing  end. By a id- 1960 th e ir  p o l i t i c a l  I n i t i a t iv e  

was very lim ite d . They were too oppressed and too d isorgan ised  a f te r  

more than seven y ears  o f the Ikergency regime. The leadersh ip  of 

th e  NDC which covered the whole D is tr ic t  was throughout exclusively  

u rban .

The two y ears  during which the MDC operated held g re a t promise 

f o r  the  fu tu re  development of an A frican n a tio n a lis t  movement. De­

s p i te  various r e s t r ic t io n s  on p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty  the MDC developed 

in to  a w ell-organised* active  and dedicated p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty . I t s  

a c t i v i ty  a t  g rass  ro o ts  level* i t s  i n t e r - t r i b a l  harmony and the bond 

betvtgjj town and country* were three of i t s  ou tstand ing  achievements. 

These achievements however did not su rv ive  the ’scramble fo r  Uhuru* 

o f  the  e a r ly  i 960©.
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Tha a  ginning o f - 9̂ 0 t u  the ooat a i fn i f i 'a a t  turning poin t in  

the  p o l i t i c a l  and constitution*' developmmt o f Kenya. la  February 

I960, McMillan, tbs B ritish  P rin t Minieter, eondwdsd h is tour across 

f r i e s  with his famous "wind of change” epee 'h . Tha f i r s t  Tim'ester 

House cnferonco held in  January-P©brusry 196c blew the "wind of 

change" into  Kenya translating i t  into language of p o lit ic a l  rea it io o . 

Fbr tha f i r s t  tine independence and A frican dominance ware accepted 

a s  the guiding princip les fo r tha future constitutional rtovolopeent 

o f Kenya*1  Although soot European s e t t le r s  had illu s io n s  about the 

len g th  of the process o f transfer o f poter to the fr lc an s , i t  balsas 

increasingly cl oar that i t  van imminent.*

The impact o f  th is  upon the development o f Kenya's n a t io n a l is t  

movement was considerable. Before the f i r s t  a n c a s ts r  Rouse onference 

t h e i r  a lso  had s t i l l  teen to  defeat the a tte a p ts  to implement a mu: t i -  

rm cial c o n s ti tu tio n  and to pave the cay fo r eventual A frican m ajority  

r u le .  To achieve these goals  the le a d e rs  of the Kenya R ational Party 

and the Kenya -independence Movement agreed to bridge th e i r  d iffers®  ea 

and to p resen t a u n ited  n a t io n a l is t  f ro n t a t  tha forthcoming co n fe rm ee .''

f t s r  the conference the s tru g g le  vas n e ith e r  fo r  independence nor 

primarily ag a in s t the Government and the s e t t 'e r e .  I t  was now about 

tha leadersh ip  and c o n s titu tio n  o f an independent Kenya. The con tee  te a ts  

represen ted  the two main stream s o f  the  n a t io n a lis t  movement. i

i J .R . rowiey, o p .c l t .% pp. 154-61. 

M.BI u n d e ll, c Rough a »1md, P*277.

row lsy, v p . l t . , p p .144-50,
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To a t t r ib u te  the orig ins of th a t schisn in  the e a r ly  196*^ to 

the r e s t r i c t io n  on colony-vride p o l i t ic a l  p a r t i te  in  the second ha. f  

o f the  1950a would be only p a r t ia l ly  v a lid . The enforced d iv is io n  

p robab ly  re in fo rced  ex istin g  d iffe ren ces  but did not c re a te  thee. la  

193&-6C in  ftokuru* there  had been ea uurogirc signs o f i n t e r - t r l t a l  

p o l i t i c a l  lianaony and there was a lso  a  arge measure o f eelony-vide 

cc -o p e ra tio n . The basic reason fo r the schlea o f  the e a r ly  1960s* be* 

s id e s  personal r iv a l r i e s  and ambitions* was the uneven so c ia l*  economic 

and p o l i t i c a l  develcpoent of d if fe re n t t r ib a l  groups, l i s t i n g  d ia -  

p a r i t i e s  were in te n s if ie d  iy  the p r o j e c t  o f c o n tro llin g  the power 

s tru c tu re  o f independent Kenya. The a o s t s ig n if ic a n t change o f the 

e a r ly  196C« in  p o l i t i c a l  development was the emergence o f the tr ib e  as 

an a f fe c t iv e  p o l i t i c a l  category.

One o f  the outcoaes of the f i r s t  Lancaster douse Conference was 

th e  in c rease  in  the  scope and voluse o f p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv i ty .  Government 

l i f te d  the r e s t r ic t io n s  on p o l i t ic a l  o rg an isa tio n s  and A fricans were 

alloved to  fo rs  exclu sive ly  -fr i< a n  n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s .  At­

tempts to  e s ta b l is h  a  un ified  n a t io n a l is t  party  fa ile d  end I 960 w it­

nessed the form ation o f two au tua '.ly  an tag o n istic  p a r t i e s .  The Kerys 

N ational A frican Union (MlfU) was launched in  two conoecutive confer­

ences in  March and May i960 and was f in a l ly  re g is te re d  In  June th a t 

y e a r . 1 The Kenya fr io an  em ocratic Union <K U) om inaugurated 

on 25 June 196c /  The IL JfU was b a s ic a lly  an a ll ia n c e  between the 

Kikuyu* abu  and Meru. the Luo and the  Kasba t r ib e s .  t W s  backbone 

consisted  o f the Kalenjin* Masai and O irlana t r ib e s  and e f  sec tio n ' o f 

the Abaluhya. The K/NU t r ib e s  were on the whole so re  p o l i t i c a l ly  

advanced and the  p a r ty  represented  the  acre ra d ic a l s t r e s s  of Kenya's

J.Beimatt* op. I t . * p.13*. 

J.JI.Crowlsy. o r .c jt .  * pp. 2<XU1.
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n a t io n a l i s t  movement. KAiAJ, on the o th er hand, was an a ll ia n c e  of 

th a  so re  p e rip h e ra l t r i te *  who feared the wtcone of d o n lm tlo a  kg 

the  KaNU t r ib e s  and the Kikuyu la  p a r t ic u la r .  KaUU rep resen ted , oa 

th e  whole, a  more moderate nationalism .

KaKU was f i r s t  to  e s tab lish  i t s e l f  in  Nakuru. k s e a tin g  of the 

flic held  on 3 duly I 960 reaolued, v i r tu a l ly  unaaiaoualy, to  d isso lve  

th e  p a rty  and to bacost UNU’a local branch. ~ l a  bin concluding speech 

the NIX*a p re s id en t s t r e s s e d  the p o l i t ic a l  aood in  Nakuru which 

brought about the fo rn a ticn  o f  K JflJ branchi "Mow th a t the whole country 

i a  moving so f a s t ,  th e re  ia  no reason why Nakuru should not tune i t ­

s e l f  to th a t  speed in stead  o f re ta in in g  behind, rfe a re  the people 

who l iv e  w ith the very diehard s e t t l e r s  end i t  i s  our duty to  show 

th a t  th is  province req u ires  a  very powerful p o l i t i c a l  o rg an isa tio n . 

There i a  no tin e  to  waste. Europeans and elans have nosey . . .  ba t we 

have one weapon only and th is  i s  Unity.

At th a t  ju n c tu re  i t  aeesed th a t  "un ity” in  Nakuru vaa not i s -  

p o s s ib le . The fa c t  th a t  K JfU was the  d ire c t  successor o f  the NDC held 

a f ro n t  ae th a t K JfU would sonopollae Makuru'a n a tio n a l p o l i t i c s  and 

th a t  i n t e r - t r ib a l  harsony would not be d is ru p ted . K NT 's  o r ig in a l 

loadernh ip  was w ell balanced. In terim  o f f ic e r s  e lec ted  a t  the Inaugural 

n e s tin g  on 3 duly i 960 included th re e  Luo, two Abnluhya and two Kikuyu. 5 

At le a s t  f iv e  o f then had been o f f ic e r s  o r conedttee aeabem  o f the NIC. 

h o s t im portantly  the  chairman and organi s ing s e c re ta ry , tha so a t p ro s in - 

en t ibaluhya p o l i t ic ia n s  in  Nakuru, coan itted  thesaelvea  without

Xi<.3.A., f i l e  N X , NX se a tin g , 3 .7 .196c.(M inutes)

2R.A.Kuboka f . P . ,  NDC meeting. 3*7.1960, Kuboka'e speech.

f ile  3C27I they were: chairman -  lUA.Kuboka, vice-chairaan -
ir.P.Oetata, secretary -  S.Hbota, aaalatant secretary -  H.O.opondt, 
treasurer -  d.Ctslr Odera, aaalatant secretary -  b.L.Cjuka. or ganising 
secretary -  < ..I»b iai.
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re s e rv a tio n  to  JUJfB*a cause. They firm ly re je tte d  p re ssu re s  to  jo in  the 

r i v a l  p a r ty . 1  X.I.Kaboka* the folafcyt chairman* c m d H M i the in ­

tended nice tin g  c a lle d  by *mnleaba and Ha l i r e  with a  view to  foimlag 

th e  Beluhya P o l i t ic a l  in i on. He s tre sse d  the need fo r u n ity  and 

concluded h is  statem ent with "to. h e ll  w ith tr ib a lism " .^  They re­

mained unaffected  by the fe e t th a t Mullro* the mast prominent Hulahya 

p o l i t i c a l  leader* and others joined XALU.

In the  reserve  the Abaluhya were badly divided between Jtlil and 

KAI5U.** The i.baluhya. m anifestly lacked the t r i b a l  cohesion of the 

Luo* They tra n s fe rre d  the parochialism  e f  th e i r  lo ca l p o l i t i c s  to 

th e  n a tio n a l scene. I t  was p re d ic tab le  th a t the aana p a t  U rn  would 

be repeated  n a g  th e  Abaluhya in  Hakuru,atW Pgly a ttached  a s  thay u r t  

to  th e i r  t r i b a l  groups in  the re se rv e . Without wholesale support fro*  

th e  i baluhyat KaDV could not hope to  make any inpact in  Nekuru. The 

K alen jin  were in  a  m inority and could no t alone face th e  formidable 

Kikuyu-Luo a l l ia n c e  of K/Nli. N ne the  Less the IUUI branch* formed in  

ftakuru in  September I960* received th e  overwhelming support of both 

th e  Kales j i n  and th e  Abaluhya tribesm en, where K^Hl in h e r ite d  the 

le a d e rsh ip , p o l i t i c a l  experience and o rg an isa tio n a l s tru c tu re  o f the 

HiX* the KADU branch had non# o f theme en ac ts . l e t  w ith in  about fiv e  

ooaths o f i t s  form ation ft; -1 woe th«- pen ca t in  the 96-*

general e le c t io a  a lb e i t  under p a r t ic u la r ly  favourable co n d itions.

That KftDU became a v iab le  p o l i t i c a l  force capable o f chal eaglng 

IUNU was p roof o f  the  strength  o f e th n ic i ty  in  the town. h-.lXJ in  

Lakuru owed i t s  s tre n g th  to  i t s  appeal to  the sense o f  s o l id a r i ty  of 

th e  IA DU tr ib e s  end to  i t a  a b i l i ty  to  m obilise the  e x is t in g  networks

1 In terv iew i X. •.Kuboka* 6.  lab ia l*  b .) ta le r i .

^G.Bennett and C.G.Roaberg* Kenyatto - l e c tin n . kamra 196c~1S£i «
OUP London 1961 p .2 l4 .

2k.A.Kuboka P .P .* preae release 28.6.196c.
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o f  l eadorsh ip  and so c ia l control provided ty  the t r ib a l  a sso c ia tio n s , 

•berean n a tio n a lly  tha fe la n jln  vara pertapa  the staunchest oupportara 

o f  the party#  in  Nakuru the Aboluhya tribesmen provided i t s  backbone 

a t  both lead ersh ip  and g rass-ro o ts  le v e le . The K alenjin vara the 

ju n io r  p a r tn e rs . In  March 1961 eeren o f  the e ig h t KALU o f f ic e rs  were 

ibaluhya# the  o th e r being K alenjin. Thin was lo g ic a l nine# the ^le* 

luhya v e rt by f a r  the  biggest group. They sere ale© such b e tte r  organised 

hi t r i b a l  a s so c ia tio n s .

U aluhya in  Kakuru dominated KADU because they a lso  exhibited  a 

s tro n g  sense o f t r i b a l  cohesion in  support of the  part*  In fact#  aa 

mentioned e a r lie r*  they shoved i s  town a ouch g re a te r  sense of t r i b a l  

cohesion than did t h e i r  brothers in  the reserve . This mss tb s  sore 

s t r ik in g  considering  th a t the g rea t M ajority of ualuhya in  Nukuru 

can t froa the North JVyanza D is tr ic t  in  which Ki.WU had a  p a r t ic u la r ly  

la rg e  follow ing. The urban "ae l tin g -p o t"  provided favourable conditions 

f o r  the development o f cohesion aoong the /baluhya tr ib e s a e a . Those 

f ro a  Maragell Location were the only ones who refused  throughout to  

c o lle c t iv e ly  coaedt theaeelvea to toU J. Only about h a lf  o f then sup­

p o rted  the p a rty . 1  fo r  s  few aoaths in  early  19& the people fro a  

t r j i ia  Location a lso  opposed K/LU/ V Ithin  the con tex t o f  Kakuxu the 

s .b a lu ly s 's  share in  business and in  A frican re p re se n ta tio n  in  d if fe re n t 

lo c a l  bodies waa p ro p o rtio n a te ly  le a s  than th a t  o f the  Kikuyu and 

even the Luo. P o ssib ly  th is  local sense of d ep riv a tio n  re in fo rced  

th e  more genera! f e a r  o f  Kikuyu-Luo domination* and helped to ceaent 

in te rn a l  d iv is io n s . The fe a r  o f  tha Kikuyu-Luo a ll ia n c e  wan a source 

o f  s tren g th  to KALU. Aa o f f ic ia l  re p o r t  fo r 19&  sunned up lA IB 's 

p o s itio n  in  Hokum: "KADU m aintained i t s  cohesion* upheld tbs law and

1 In terv iew : ii.H nleri •

^ Interview* M.I-.Muji.



o rd e r  and a t  the end of the year wee in crtaa ix*  i t a  in flu en ce . ' 1

Tha KaKU b ran ch 's  streng th  a t  i t s  fo raation  ossas to  have 

re s te d  not only upon apparent I n te r - t r ib a l  unity among i t s  leadersh ip  

tntt a lso  to  a  la rge  asasu rt o f con tin u ity , in  leadersh ip  and organ isa­

t io n ,  with the KijC, This continu ity  p ro o fe d  th a t the new branch 

would reap the  f u l l  ben efits  o f i t s  h ighly  popular p redecesso r. The 

b ra n c h 's  lead ersh ip  represented the lo c a l urban e l i t e ,  and was p o l i t ic a l ly  

m oderate. Tha in te r in  vice-chairman had been the KAU se c re ta ry  in  19*»9- 

He was detained in  195J» and w h ils t in  deten tion  he aligned him- 

e e l f  with Moral Re- rmament/' sh o rtly  a f t e r  h is  e le c tio n  as K. Kb'© 

vie*-chairm an he, end another Kikuyu committee member, a ttended  a 

Korml Re- moment conference in  - w itzerland . Upon th e i r  re tu rn  to 

N.ikuru in  November I 960 they Hannounced th e ir  in te n tio n  to  re fe r*  the 

A frican  p o l i t i c a l  le ad e rs , however unpopular i t  n igh t prove to be ,"^

The new in te rim  se c re ta ry  had bean a member of the Torchbearers 

A s o c le tlc n . An unsuccessful attem pt was again made a t  the e le c tio n  o f 

th e  in te r i a  committee to  keep Mwithaga, the M ilita n t, o u t /

On 9 - cptember I960, R.A.Kuboka announced h ie  In te n tio n  to  con­

t e s t ,  as K.JW can d id a te , the Kakuru Open e a t ,  in  the g en era l e le c tio n  

to  be held in  February 1961* Hie p la tfo rm  was h ie  p ea t record as the 

Hue p re s id en t and h is  p o s itio n  as K»*U'a in te r in  chairman. That a 

p o l i t i c a l  leader w ithout a t r i b a l  fo llo w ii*  w ith in  the p a rty  could ae 

base h is  appeal on h la  personal record  wee in d ic a tiv e  o f  the  remarkable 

oense o f un ity  and in  t e r - t r ib a l  harmony in  the lo ca l K IfU branch. This

1960, p . l .

^Moral Re- rmament vas involved in  th e  r e h a b il i ta t io n  o f  the Kikuyu 
Kau Meu su sp ec ts ,

^KKa/D.C/Kku /dep .2/19%, IfbKfc Boveaber i 960, p . l ,
L

In terv iew : M,Mwithaga,
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was to  prove i l iu e o iy .  e ith in  a f n  month* the breach u m  hope- 

laaa lsr s p l i t  in to  Mutually an tagon istic  facUona s tru g g lin g  fo r p o m  

and in  the p rocess sh a tte rin g  the p a rty  o rgan ization , p re s tig e  and 

chances o f  winning the e lec tio n .

The developments which so hedly divided the  Nakuru branch uuui 

be coon w ith  JCUU'o p o sitio n  a t  the a n t i  anal le v e l . I t  wee sp ec if!*  

c a l l /  unfortunate  fo r  K J9U th a t soon a f t e r  i t s  fornaU.cn i t  had to 

p lunge in to  the f i r s t  general e lec tio n  c a ^ a ig n  in  which A fricans 

fu lly jp a r tic ip u ted . KAJRJ seems to  have had no re  than i t s  f a i r  share 

o f  p o l i t ic ia n s  who regarded them e! vea a s  p o te n tia l begco H eaters.

The r e s u l t  was th a t  the p a rty  had l i t t l e  tin e  to  s e t t l e  down end 

b ridge the d iv is io n s  in  i t s  n a tio n s , le ad e rsh ip . I t  could not con­

c e n tra te  on conso lidating  leadersh ip  and build ing  a c e n tra lise d  p a rty  

a s  la id  down by i t s  co n s titu tio n . This f r a g i le  s i tu a t io n  was accentuated 

by the absence o f  the  detained  Kanyatta, the only g en era lly  accepted 

le a d e r  of K JfU and the  Kenyan n a t io n a l is t  movement. l a  the  vacuum 

l e f t  ly h ie  absence, o ther p a rty  le ad e rs  were busy destroy ing  th e i r  

cp' neat* 9 p o s itio n s  ra th e r than working fo r the b e n e f it  o f the p a r ty . 

Under these circum stances KJKJ'a n a tio n a l leadersh ip  could exert no 

e f fe c t iv e  co n tro l over thn branches which wars l e f t ,  eore o r lees# to  

th e i r  own d e v ic e s .}

There were suggest! one tha t th e  d iv is io n s  in  the  Nakuru branch 

v .r*  ■ r » f l .e t io n  o f  thooo w ithin the nntiocnu l M t o t t k i p /  Warn 

t ru th  in  th a t they were b a sica lly  caused by lo c a l f a c to r s .  The apparent 

s t a b i l i t y  and harmony which ch arac te rised  the branch laaderah lp  in  

th e  f i r s t  few months o f i t s  ex isten ce  wee and# p o ssib le  by the absence

^ d .Bennett and ..G.Rosbexg, o u . c i t . . pp. *»1-2| J.N .C rovley, c s .c lW , 
pp. 201*2.

u .B ennett and C.G.koebaxg* Q P .c it. » p .l? 4 .
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from  the  p o l i t ic a l  arena of the "hard-core" B ill tan U  and the con­

tainm ent of th e i r  p o te n tia l a l l le e .

The nucleus o f  the a d llta n te  e l th in  K J f l’e JUkuru brunch was 

th e  LftM Youth league led by Hvithaga. /a  long aa IL HU leadersh ip  was 

in  the  handa o f the moderate n e t oru o f  the  urbea e l i t e ,  they 

l i t t l e  influence on the rutm lig o f the branch. oon« however, they began 

h> take the in i t la U v e .  In September i 960, in  two l e t t e r s  addressed to 

th e  p a r ty 's  n a tio n a l p res id en t and to  the  local in te r in  chairman, 

th e  young e l  11  tan to  made the f i r s t  sovc in  th e ir  bid fo r  power.

These sassages re f le c te d  an a sse r tiv e  mood. The Youth League expresses 

i t s  d is s a t is fa c t io n  with the "presen t so -ca lled "  lead ersh ip  o f the 

ranch and ca lled  upon the n a tiona l le ad e rs  to arrange an in se d ia te  

n aan -sceting  fo r the  e lec tio n  o f a new committee, lo l l in g  to  do so 

would r e s u l t  in  a  take-over o f the p a r ty 's  fekuru o f f ic e  ky the Ycuth 

League u n t i l  such t in e  as proper e le c tio n s  took p lace . They denounced 

th e  In te r in  com m ittee's plan to  hold on e lec tio n  nee tin g  on s  P ri day 

and demanded th a t i t  be held cm s  unday so th a t s q u a tte rs  liv in g  in  

th e  i s t r i c t  could p a r t ic ip a te .  The s tra te g y  o f the Youth League 

emerged c le a r ly . R ealising th a t the p u b lic  support they could n o li l i t *  

i n  the  town vaa lim ite d , they planned, fo r  the f i r s t  U n a , to break 

Lakuru'a nonopoly o f p o l i t i c a l  le ad e rsh ip : "ILNV branch w ill not be 

fo r  Nftkuru Town bu t fo r  the d i s t r i c t  a s  a w h o l e . T h e y  hoped th a t  

th e  more m ili ta n t sq u a tte rs  and re s id e n ts  of the e n s i le r  township would 

s h i f t  the balance w ith in  the party  in  th e i r  favour.

Towards the end o f I960 the m il i ta n t  m inority was considerably 

re in fo rce d . I960 w itnessed the re-emergence of the Hsu Mau hardcore 

m il i ta n ts  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  fa c to r . Haay o f  them, re p a tr ia te d  to th e i r

^JUA.Kuboka F .P . , KAHU Youth League Hokum to  fc. HU Hokum in terim  
chairmen, 29. 9. 1960) K JIU Youth League Nakuru to fcAHU national 
'r e s id e n t ,  29. 9.19^0*

B.A.Kuboka P .P ., .fc’HU Youth League, Knkuru to fc HU Hakuru in te r in
chairman. 29.9*1960. _________



re sp e c tiv e  r c w n rH  -hen nlM fiK l free deten tion , mode th e i r  way l«ck 

to  th e  R if t  V a l l^  Province following the revocation o f the S te le  o f  

Emergency on 1 January i 960. Thee# veterans joined the lead ersh ip  

s tru g g le  in  KaNU#s  Hokum branch organised is  whet wee know* ee the 

Kenya lend Freedom my (KLTO.

• in ce  there  l e  no au th o rita tiv e  study of th ie  covenant* e sh o rt 

account o f  i t s  o r ig in s  end development i s  needed. The Government’s  

version  o f  the h is to ry  of the KLFA wen presented in  1961 by the vln le te r  

f o r  re  fe n c e d  , -cording to h is  the movement owed i t s  o rig in  to 

K arluki C ho to r  who had in  Nairobi • in  1952-5* a "gang" c a lle d  the 

land  Freed©* .mgr. This "gang", according to th i s  source, t r ie d  to  

locoffit the  supreme command o f Kan Kau, but i t s  in flu en ce  **s« in  fact* 

confined to  N airob i. The LFA was revived anong Kau Kan convicta in  

Hlmgathl p riso n  in  1957*

Oral sources do net support th i s  account. There seems to  have 

been no connection between the land Freedom Amy "gang” and the KLFA 

which developed l a t e r .  I t  is*  however* true  th a t  the id ea  o f forming 

the  novement was discussed among former Hau Mau lead ers  in  one o f the 

d e ten tio n  camps. Behind i t  was the d e s ire  to  continue the s tru g g le  

and to  prove th a t although Ksu Hnu had suffered  a se r io u s  blew i t  was 

by no means dead. The years o f d e ten tio n  and the C r > v # m a e n t e f f o r t *  

to  re h a b il i ta te  th e  de ta inees eeeme no t to  have a ffe c ted  the "hard­

co re”. I t  la  d i f f i c u l t  to d e c id e  whether the KLT* was a new movement 

o r  a  se re  con tin u a tio n  of Ksu Mau. There was undoubtedly a  large 

measure o f  co n tin u ity  in  terms o f aims and personnel.

The id es  o f  continuing the s tru g g le  was taken up by eose o f these

fcAB, 9 .8 .1961. R .B uijtenbuijs*  o p . c l t .  * p .3 8 l .  B u ijten h u ijs  adopts 
th is  version  a s  i t  appeared in  The U rn s .

cTfce account of the o r ig in s  and development o f the KLIa i s  eased os 
the  following in te rv iew s: K.Kabuba, b.Kahigo* M.Oschoye.
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d e ta in e e s  vhs» they vers released snd re p a tr ia ted  to  F o rt Hall U a t r i c t  

Locationfl n ine and twelve. I t  was there  th a t the KLii co m  in to  

being in  ndd-195®. t nong tha f i r s t  KLT coaadttee meabers thara  were 

Haa Kau vataran  le ad e rs  and faaoua fo ra s t  le a d e rs . ' Tha c h a in s * *  was 

KLaria Kaniu tha fmmue fo r ta t "g rn sra l" . , t  la a s t  a ix  o f  tha s ig h t 

kn  own committee members had U r  ad and operated in  tha R i f t  Vail ay 

Provinca before tha eaergency.

In 1958* w ith  tha colonial govarwaant  and tha a a t t l a r a  a t i l l  

antrenchad in  tha country* tha basic a la  o f  tha KLFA was to  u n ite  tha 

A frican  people fo r  tha purpose o f achieving independence. Tha founder* 

o f  tha  covenant v/ara a lso  determined no t to allow  those who had collaborate 

w ith tha Oovernaan t  against Mav Hsu to  m l#  tha country . Tha l a t t or  

wan* neat probably* tha nora im portant aim.

Towards tha and o f 195® tha KLFA extended i t s  sphere o f in fluence  

by e s ta b lish in g  i t s e l f  in  N airobi. At th a t  tin e  a n a tio n a l co o a lttae  

was oat up in  which Fort H all lead ers  played a p roainen t p a r t .  Thara 

ware a lso  a  few cocwlltaa members who came from ttyori and one o r  two 

fre e  Kltuabu. In about Kareh 1999 the  c en tra l committee decided

to  e s ta b lis h  tha movement in  tha R if t  Valley I rov inca . one o f  tha main 

c en tre s  o f Kikuyu m il i ta n c y /  Four F o rt Hall man who had lived  in  tha 

Hyp vara chosen fo r  tha ta sk . '  They f i r s t  e s tab lish ed  themselvoo in  

Nnkuru where they mace con tact with Kaaau Karu who had been in deten tion  

with then. The novanant soon expanded to  tha U a t r i c t  and tha Province.

Tha method o f re c ru ito e n t was e im ila r  to  th a t o f  Nau Msu. The ro c ru lt*  

mant oath was* in  fact*  tha Be tun O ath. The lessons o f  Hna New wart* 

however* wall l e a r n t .  Thara was no re p e ti t io n  o f  tha forced o*thing

lfi*ha a lg h t known c o n d tta a  Dashers a re  as fo llow s: Mbaria Kaniu*
• anjohi lidungu. rMv.angi K airiahi*  taweru Kahigm* K ariuki Kabuba*
Mwangl Kalrot Kaharrn Uahungi and ftbocha Kaoanduhu.

*Iha account of tha  KLFa in  tha BVF i s  cased a lso  oa tha  following 
ic te rv iaw a: Joseph Kamggia* Kanmdi Oatwa* K ia r il  *aihobo and Mark
Mwithaga.

' Thay ware »atani Kahiga* Mwangl K a iria h i end ) anpi nashn.



coapeign. Recruitm ent was excluaiwely voluntary cad v u  based cm 

an in t in a te  knowledge o f the prospective m b s  re .  The f i r s t  to  ba 

M thcd  were old hsrdH son Hsu Hsu s n b t r s  and tb m  pe^<p*e who were

rec occended by than*

Ifcr ^96i- the KLFa in  tha RVP d e ra  loped an o rg an iza tio n a l hierarchy 

o f  rcv in ca . i s t r i c t c  (hakuru I i  s t r i c t  was <U r id  ad in to  two tones) 

and i l v i d o n s ,  There was a Provincial eoaraittee and a l a  t r i e  t  c o « r tt te e , 

Nfikuru Town i l v i d o n  did not hare a  coead ttee . i t  was lad  by K ia rli 

a ih o to  and Konundi Getwa aa d ir le io n  leader and d ir ia io a  deputy loader 

re s p e c tiv e ly . Both had bean Mau Mau coonittee  w esters in  tha town in  

tha  early  1950a, On tha whole, tha P rovincial and l i a t r i c t  coan ltteee  

ware la rg e ly  eoepoeed of peat Hau Mau laadara in  tha RVP, Many were 

unemployed and thus could devote t in e  and energy to tha  novenen t .  

Gevernuent aourcaa a d d  tted  th a t tha KLFA waa h a tte r  organised than Hau 

la u but c la iaed  th a t  i t  lacked tha p u b lic  support th a t tha  l a t t e r  en­

joyed . 1 R ecalling  th a t such of Hau Mau public support waa achieved 

through t e r r o r  and in t id d a t io n ,  i t  l a  doubtfbl whether th e re  was a 

s ig n if ic a n t  b asis  fo r  comparison. Tbc decision to  o rganise  tha KL1fk 

an a wall organised* voluntary noveoent waa a source o f  i t s  s treng th  

m th e r  than waaknano. While i t  i a  im possible to  quota accurate  f ig u re s , 

tha  KLft in  tha KVP scans to  have had a conoid a rab le  fo llow ing. Be­

s id e s  i t s  neabem hip i t  had wide support anoag tha in secu re  and d is ­

possessed sq u a tte rs  and among tha thousands o f unanplcyad Kikuyu who 

maned Kakuru and tha l i a t r i c t  tow nships. I t  eaana th a t  although the 

Kxr/L had i t s  o r ig in  in  f o r t  H all and i t s  c en tra l conad ttee  in  Nairobi 

tha HVP bacana th a  sa in  cen tre  of i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .

Tha ra p id ly  ch atting  p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  during 196c ca lled  fo r  

a  re -ev a lu a tio n  o f  the  IGLFa 9a g o a ls . I t  use c le a r  by then th a t co lo n ia l 

ru le  waa ending. Government aa such ceased to be the ta rg e t .  The so la
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concern wan the p o l i t i c a l  order th a t wee to  m creed i t .  Ih e re  m  the 

f te r  that* i cing unable to hold oa to Kenya* the Goveraeent would 

leav e  behind a “stooge" gcvernncnt. Hie re lease  o f l e ^ a t t a  and h is  

assum ption o f the leadership o f inoependent Kenya thus became oee o f  

th e  major g o a ls  o f tb s  JCLT*. la  the 2V1 the Movement showed keen in ­

t e r e s t  in  the  land question, ^ p re se n tin g  the hopes o f the  lend le a s  

s q u a tte rs  i t  demanded th a t the uiropearwv.nod forma in  th e  White h igh­

lan d s be re d is tr ib u te d  to  those whoa* sweat had made them bloom. In e r t  

was a  vagus in te n tio n  to force the uropean farm ers o f f  th e i r  farms.

With the form ation o f K*JtU and 1U j U ac two contending p a r t ie s  fo r 

governing the country* the KLFA lead e rs  saw i t  a s  th e i r  duty to ensure 

th a t  IUNU would ru le  Independent Kenya, whereas tbs Kikuyu m ili ta n t 

le a d e rs  o f  the KLFi rec ru ited  neacers from the k»ho t r ib e s  l ik e  the 

Luo and the  K is ii they had no K alenjin o r Abnluhya in  t h e i r  ranks.

out the KAlfU which the KUTa le ad e rs  encountered in  Jfakuru was 

n o t re a lly  the party which they had In  mind. They viewed K»NU as  the 

successor* in  the f ie ld  of c o n s ti tu tio n a l p o litic s*  o f  hau heu and the 

KLF and expected th a t i t  would fe llow  a s im ila rly  m il i ta n t  course.

Ihe m ilitan t*  ru ra lly -o r ie n ta te d  KLV\ leaders  could n o t to le ra te  the 

monopoly o f  lead e rsh ip  in  JUtfb's Kckuru branch by re p re se n ta tiv e s  of 

the noderate urban e l i t e .  They b i t t e r ly  opposed the prominence o f 

some o f those who had co llaborated  w ith  the Government during tbs 

emergency, urlng the early  195Ge whan c o n s ti tu tio n a l p o l i t i c s  were 

a t  th e ir  lowest dbb* Mau Mau lead ers  in  lUkuru viewed kA9 as  periphera l 

to  ih s i r  s tru g g le . In I960* with the  considerable in c re a se  l a  the 

acale  o f c o n s t i tu t io n a l  p o l i t i c s  and the growing e ffe c tiv e n e ss  o f 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r tie s*  the KLFa le ad e rs  found than salv e s  on the p o l i t i c a l  

pe rip h ery . They r e a l is e d  th a t  a  s tro n g  p o s itio n  in  JUMU was e sse n tia l 

fo r  tbs achievement o f  th e i r  g o a ls  and fo r th e i r  own p o s itio n  in  

independent Kenya. This change o f p e rcep tio n  re f le c te d  a  much g re a te r  

degree o f p o l i t i c a l  m aturity  c u lt iv a te d  during the long years  o f
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detention. They c i m  to riev their ov* a tru ffle  within a wider

c o n tex t.

7) * i r  natw w l a l ly  within foJTC waa tha p a rty * . lo c a l r t ' l t a n t  

lo u th  Laagua. The ra la tico ah ip  tatwaan K vithae-, t h .  U a g - ’» 

end tha BUV laadara  waa thua c ru c ia l, -on tac t batwaaa Mwithaga 

anO tha CJM In th a  EVP waa aatabiiahad  aoon a f t a r  tha h l/1  —•  forn id  

in  fo to .ru . »  l a t a  1959 or aarly  19&  Hwitlnga took the  oath  and t * .  

CM»  a BMibar. A l l o t  not on tha c o a o itta a . ha ac tad , i n  an u n c .f ic ia l  

c ap a c ity , aa a  p o l i t i c a l  adviaar to  tha - v c - n f a  l - d a r r t i p  i»  tha  

EVr. H. a *  in a tru a a n ta l in  th a ir  .w a n in g  to  tha in p o rU n c . o f eon- 

a t i tu t lo n a l  p o l i t i c . .  fo r  Kwithaga. aa  a  n lU U n t  and 

p o l i t i c ia n  c o n a U n tl, in  tha m e r i t *  w ithin t h .  p a r ty . tha l U a n c .  

w ith  tha KJA praoantad a uni qua opportunity  to pronota uotb too 

p o l i t i c a l  b a lla fa  and parnonal p o o i t la i .  Ivi :  i- «•

t h .  laadarab ip  o f M W  in  Hakaru p a t r i o t  «  t h .  aupport of

th .  hikuyu rural p o p u la te  and tha KLF*.

Th. KLFA antarad th. po llU cal arena of Nokuru with a o x - 

c f  f pc.. * U »  —  - t i n g  for tha . l a c t i c  of th . U m k * . 

a n t offieam waa to b . hald in fctoutu a a rl, In .acaabar. 196u. A

m a tin g  o f th . BJT» »  « -  l i e t r t e t * iB “

p a r t ic ip a ta d .  t o  - 1 0  *  * *  ^  ^

in  Nakuru th .  " f i r a t  *»V coup". A .  W  -  —  “  * *

t r u ia f a r  o f th .  fo»U t m e h * .  in to  t h .  h - d .  o f th . * m .

Tha M R  laadarahip -  —  «  « -  “hlCh d*“i ^  *

m a t  t h * .  Th. chairaan -to  o rg a n ic !*  - o r a to r y  want bo­

te  th .  ra a a rra  and cam  hack to fodenn. a  f ~  d * -  - f o r .  t h .  a l - U -

s e a tin g . C U t a .  the  w i c - c h t o n - .  f i t  - « * r .  - u g h  to  go - o r . .  ,* 

„ d  to  re tu rn  in  — har. * *  « P .c ta d  to h .  r a i — t -  *  the nee

■eetiag •
Tha turn of a»anta during tha — a t i*  .h i h waa

supejnrleed ey the



p m r t j ' a  national president wy a collate surprise to than. The 

majority of the participant# war* * KiFt members and ejepi till esi ■ who 
war* o o 'i  lead froa all con 't of the Lletrict aid evn f m  aa f a r  

aa Litniru in Klentu lstrict. They were carrying posters denouncing 
the  in te rim  officer* and turned the aaetlî  in to  a rtnnnatratl rr  

again*t  than. The "coup " vaa • rosplete w  c tM . XI except ana o f  the 
interim officers were ousted and replaced >y KIT- im era. i t  least 
two o f  them vara prminent K1JTA leaders in the tistrict. Hark Mvitlmga

a merged fro a  a a c re  committee m a te r  to  be the nev N*kuru d i s t r i c t
2

branch rhaim m * The vice-chairman* h .M Jeyc, urns a lu o  n ea te r o f 

the  K F . Cn 17 J'<nuaiy 1961 K/FT Hakuru i e t r l e t  governing council 

e le c te d  two ad d itio n a l o f f ic e rs . Kuboka was e lec ted  aa sec re ta ry  

and Ciotheca G ather!» a  Kikuyu member o f  the KIT , as propaganda

secretary . &. lab ia l*  the o th e r Huluhya in te rim  o ff ice r*  fa ile d  to oe-
3

cure e le c t i r n  fo r  the l a t t e r  poet.

The change in  the p r e f i l s  of K KU*s leadersh ip  wma s tr ik in g .

Five o f the  e ig h t o f f ic e rs  wore uneducated and some o f them were un­

employed. Kuboka and J .C s ir .  the moderate educated o f f ic e r s ,  found 

i t  d i f f i c u l t  to o p era te  e ffe c t iv e ly  in  a  o tm nittee c o n tro lled  \y  un- 

edu ated  m ill t e n t e d  dith  four o f  the o f f ic e rs  coning f r m  the : l s t r i c t  

township Kekuru'e monopoly o f  p o l i t i c a l  leadersh ip  vaa broken. Tha 

s h i f t  in  the balance between town and country was a l l  the acre d ra s tic  

considering  th a t the b ranch 's  governing council vaa coaposed of repre­

s e n ta tiv e s  from th e  v a ri ua l s t r i c t  sub- ranches* Hnkuru repreaen ta l i  vaa

33<t

*Xne o f Tie poo ters  read! "Kubcka* vhare la  tha  ongreaa money."

* K ..# , i  F ile  JC i? , K'KV Kakuru branch o ff ic e  tearera*  ^ . 12*196t :  
chairman -  K.Kvithaga* vice-chairm an -  W. i je y o , se c re ta ry  •  
Kariuki Kabuba* a a a is ta n t  eac re ta ry  -  -avid Kariokl* tre a su re r  -  
woha uair*  a s s is ta n t  tre a su re r  -  Joseph haruggia*

* F ile  >027, K-KU Jtakuru branch to  R egistrar*  28*1 *2961.

* n te rv ie ' i &• * Kuboka*



forming an in s ig n ifican t s in o r it j. *Urther«ore, th« I t r ^ n M p  of the 

i i s t r i c t  sin-branches unr'er the control of the HUT .* ITm a iH -

tan to bad won a famous victory.

Tho e ffac ta  o f the ’'coup* la Makuru were m slderable. According 

to an o f f ic ia l  report there van substantial lo al opposition both 

to the method of e le c t l  n and to the ssu  to. i'he branch was sort 

hopelessly divided than over before. * The aesoera of the Klkwy» urban 

e lit e *  who had lo  t  their position in  K NU» vere p articu larly  resent­

fu l .  They no?, had no ant representation on the branch’ s  executive 

cocnittee and governing council. This blew tar p a rticu la rly  serious 

t in  e the town had no coaslttee of i t s  own and wsa run oy the bran' h 

o ff ic e r s .  Towards the end o f 19 &  the >ranch was in ouch s  state o f 

confusion that o f f i c ia l s  of KAJft’ s  fcanyuki branch vere sent to re­

organise the p arty ’ s Nnkuru o ffic e . This sove won resisted  ogr the local 

o f f ic ia l s  who reported the natter to the police.* Kubofca put the 

blase fo r the state  o f the branch on the undisciplined ssshera of 

KAlfU’ a Youth League who nanhondled even their o%n <oadere.

The approach o f the general a le v t i  a to be held in  February 1961» 

in  which Nskuru was to be cos tested a s  an open seat* further in ten sified  

and coiplivated JC.HU’ s Internal d iv isio n s. The outcons o f the election 

in  NftJcuru had s  sign ificance beyond the tovn i t s e l f .  Towns had always 

f f B  tn the vanguard of the n a tio n s lis t  aoveoent and i t  tse« thorefore* 

important fo r  both p arties to show th e ir  strength in then. In addition* 

t r i ta l ly  mixed towns were as^ng the few oenatituencles which were 

seriou sly  contested by both p a rtie s .

: kh>A.c./)lak/dep.2/l^« ***«• ecesber i960.

1____, >0.12. i960, p.17.

*2....Kuc>aka P.y.« press release* 23.12.1960.
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3y calcu lation s based on Mtribal arithmetic" I aWJ stood no 

chance against the Kikuyu-Luo alliance. Ha HU. hover# r« at raid 

determined to defeat i t s e l f .  R.A,Kuboka. whilst s t i l l  the branch’ s  

In te rin  chairman, declared his intention to stand for election  es 

ILHU’ a candidate. His subsequent deposition froa the chairaanahlp 

and h is lack o f r ib a l backing within the party aada hi a prospect a 

gloony, i esp ite an atteept to revive hie candidacy a arly  in  January 

19 6 1} ha u ltim ately abandoned the race. B.P.Getata* the Kikuyu 

in terin  vice-chairnan. also Indicated b is intention to contest the 

e lection  p rio r to hie departure for Europe In iepteaber I960* He 

returned to Nakuru a week before the "coup", only to find out that 

he too., was to lo se  h is post. Heithsr hs nor h is  supporters were 

put o f f  by th is ad of or tune. He was the candidate o f the Kikuyu urban

e l i t e  and was o f f i c ia l ly  supported by the Kikuyu Wo 1 fa re  association
2

o f which he was chairman. Tor Oetata and hla supporters who had 

been 00 badly defeated by the Kikuyu K ill tan ts  the e lection  presented 

an opportunity to prove their strength end popular support in the 

town. in:© the a U lta n ts ' support cane aa in ly  from the M etric t , 

the Kikuyu urban e l i t e  had a good chance to prove th e ir point in  a 

s t r ic t ly  urban election .

The KLf/ M ilitants* however, had not taken over KABC leadership 

only to be represented in Legco by a person they regarded as s  collabora­

to r. In fa c t , part of tb sir  plan was to ensure the e lecticn  o f their 

own candidate. Their choice was *i. <>dholls. a Luo who had lived in  Hskuru 

froa about 19*t6 to 1952 and was a c tiv e  i s  the KaU and other local 

bodies. In 1952 ha was detained fo r  alleged Membership of Hsu Mau. 

whilst in  detention he becaae very popular with Kikuyu Hsu Hsu a c t i­

v is t s .  In tbs words o f h is proposer: " I  supported a- holla because

2 .1 . 19 6 1 .  p .5*

in terview ; i*P .Q sta ts*  f.Mfcote.
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we v e r t together in  detention end I  knew how breve he wee. delete, 

on the other head, surrendered when he wee la detention. ” 1 11 Adholle 

wee educated* m ilitant end apparently a KLJ\l eenber la  Nairobi. 

Although currently liv in g  in Nairobi* he could be pr teen ted ee a 

Nekuru man. The Kikuyu m ilitants showed tin t fo r then p o lit ic a l creed 

vac more important than tribal origin . They bad gone a long way since 

the early  195<k whan they very rarely  trueted a non-Kikuyu. I t  eeene 

that they were gradually transformed froa Kikuyu n atio n alists to 

*enya n a tio n a lis ts . The candidacy of j dholla fostered an a llia a ca  be­

tween the Kikuyu m ilitants and the Luo oo —unity which supported hi a 

as a tr ib a l candidate/ The well-organised Luo Union gave i t s  unre­

served support to Adhol l e.

In January 1961 the situation In  KAOT's caqp was further ooeg>li-

cated when *.A.Gchwada* the p arty 's  national assistan t secretary, Joined

the race. Bennett and Kosberg suggest that he was supported by Odinga.

Hakuru b ranch 's  o f f ic ia l s  who regarded Acholla as  th e i r  candidate
4

opposed h ie candidacy. The control o f the party headquarters over 

the branches wee* however* in e ffective* and the support Gchwada 

eight have got from h is promoters gave h is l i t t l e  advantage. Co 1 

January 19 *1 Gchvada was launched, ty h is Kikuyu proposer, as a son- 

tr ib a l candidate whose c la is  was based on his po ll t ic a ia b il ity  and 

experience in contrast with the "seasonal p o litic ian s"*^  H x of the 

nins known proposers and supporters o f Ochwade's candidacy were Kikuyu,

1 Interview 1 G .huitund.

2KNJ, Notice* General H ectics  1961* Nakuru Town wonstltueacy (Cpan 
-e a t) , 2 4 .1 . 19 6 1 .

'G.&ennett and C.G.koabexg* P P . c l t . . p l*4.

11 uj. 2 . 1 . 1961* p*5 »

^R.ii.Kuboka If.?* * press handout* 5 . 2 . 1961.



only  one being a Kuhufcya from hie own tr ib e .

KaUJ had none of theee probleae. They a ll  agreed to  the candi­

dacy o f Waflila be huge, a Muluhya. although he e e a  on t e l l e r  who
V *

had had no p rev ious connection with fcdcuru. The party* f r e e  o f In­

te r n a l  d iv isions*  was able to  n o h illae  a l l  l t a  huaan leeotaroee to  

support l t a  cand idate . There was a lso  an independent o iropeaa candi­

d a te . lie was G.L.Bellhouae* the Mayor of Nakuru who had resided  l a  

th e  to  as since  the  la te  192Ge. He n ig h t have hoped to  a t t r a c t*  in  

a d d itio n  to  the European rote* a f a i r  p a r t  of th e  s i a n a '  support 

and perhaps even so o t o f the noderate /  fr ico n s . He cl a ln ed* however* 

th a t  h ia  a in  was p r ia a r l ly  to  encourage the Uunopeana to  exerciae 

t h e i r  vote end denonstrete  th e ir  preparodneee to  id e n tify  thenaelvea 

w ith an independent Kenya.2

The in te rn a l  r iv a l r ie s  between the three LJttJ candidate# and 

t h e i r  supporters overshadowed the nore Im portant co n fron ta tion  w ith 

KAStJ. The b it te rn e s s  and a n la o a ltie a  produced by the in te rn a l a t r i f e  

developed in to  v io le n t c lash es  between the th ree  fa c tio n s . 

The supporters o f  G etata and Gchwada were p a r t ic u la r ly  enraged by the 

f a c t  th a t Ac h o lla  had the use o f the b ranch 's  o f f ic e  and resources in  

h is  campaign. Cn one occasion the b ran ch 's  c a r  was headed over to  

the p o lic e  by /d h o l la 'e  opponents to  prevent h ie  fro a  using it.** In 

Jamiasy 196l Kw ithaga's p o s itio n  wan c h a lle n g e d . In  a  l e t t e r  ad­

dressed to  h ia  ten  executive o o an lttee  nenbere demanded th a t  the KviHb 

o ff ic e  be closed u n t i l  new o f f ic e r s  could be e le c te d . T heir denaad i

i KHF, Notice* G eneral ELectioa 1961* Nskuru Town C onstituency (Open 
e a t ) ,  ^ . 1 . 1961.

'in te rv ie w : G .L.flellhouee.



was baaed on the s ta t e  of branch finance# and Hvi thaga ' •  lack  of co­

o p e ra tio n  w ith conrcLttee m b o n .  They coopiained th a t ha nominated 

h ie  own nupportere to  party  poata and convened n » t U ^ t  without the 

concent o f o th e r co ea itte e  nanbaro. In a n e e tl i*  which wee conranad 

to  d iscu ss  the a lleg a tio n #  Mwithnga apparently fought back to  re ta in  

h ie  p o s i t io n , 1 Wwithaga had the upper hand because h ie  M ilitan t 

su p p o rte rs  co n tro lled  the branch*# executive coendttee end governing 

c o u n c il. Hie opponent# who tr ie d  to uneeat b in  were n o e t probably 

G ets to 'e  su p porte rs  who were l a  s  m inority .

All the th re e  candidate# asp ired  to bacon# o f f i c i a l  p a rty  candi­

d a te , Thin could have U prored th e i r  chances on p o llin g  day, , ah o lia , 

vhc wan th e  o f f ic ia l  candidate of the t r a n h ,  wae so t recognised a s  the 

o f f i c i a l  p a rty  candidate  by the  o th e r two candidate#, f e l l in g  to  

achieve a  lo c a l coaproaiae the candidate# t i le d  to  o b ta in  o f f ic ia l  re­

co g n itio n  from the  p a rty '#  n a tiona l lead e rsh ip . According to Kuboka» who 

may have exaggerated , Mthere are  alm ost d a ily  f le e t#  o f  lo r r ie e  and 

c a rs  to  Hand O ffice o f KAJRj froa Rxkuru to  p ro te s t  and f ig h t  as to  who 

i s  not and * o  l a  the K/JtU candidate o f  X ak u ru "/ The n a tio n a l lead e r- 

ah ip , to rn  and in a f fe c tlv e  ae i t  was* could not a r b i t r a te  in  euch e 

com plicated caee in  which deep fee lin g #  end Id eo lo g ica l d ifference#  

were involved. The a l i i  tan U  la  p a r t ic u la r  were In fu r ia te d  by the 

n a tio n a l la a d a rsh lp 'a  refmaal to endorse the branch*# o f f ic ia l  candi­

d a te .^  i^y J  aunty 26* 19611 the c lo sin g  date fo r  non ination i a l l  the 

th ree  contendere had reg is te red  theoeolves a t can d ida tes. t* ly  then * 2

23.1.1961* P-1.

2P.A,Kuboka P .P .» p re ss  re lease  

^Interview  1 M.Hvithaga.

• 26.1 .1961. In terv iew : I .F .C e ta ta



d id  Kuboka, whose candidacy h r"1 almost lean fo rg o tten « aanouace 

hi® o f f i c i a l  w ithdrawal, Ha clalaad th a t tr ib a l l a s  and hanger f a r  

power war* responsib le  fo r tha confusion la  tha party*® rank® tad 

warned th a t  i f  th a ra  vara aora tha® oaa K/HT candidate Nrkuru aaat 

would bo won by c i th e r  Be 11 house o r I aIX, 1

I t  n ig h t no t have baa® so le ly  aa a  re su lt  of th ia  warning, but 

e ffo rt®  continued to  be node to a r r iv e  a t  a  conproniee which would 

e a ta b lia h  one o f f i c i a l  KaHV candidate. At tha and o f Jeauaxy 1961 . 

lo c a l p a r ty  supporte rs  called  on tha candid®tea to a tten d  a pub lic  

m eeting in  which two o f then would be asked to  withdraw, G etata and 

Cchwada responded p o s itiv e ly  but id h o lla  refused , 2 He probably believed 

th a t  having the p a r ty 's  local aachinexy on hi® aide h ie  chances were 

good, even under th e  ex is tin g  unfavourable circum stances. On 19 

February 1961, l i t t l e  nor® than a weak before tha e le c t io n , Qichum, 

th a  p a r ty 's  p re s id e n t, cane to  IHroni in  a la s t  attem pt to  break the 

deadlock* He found tha candidates and th e ir  supporters in  an uncon- 

prom ising nood and fa ile d  to  f u l f i l  h is  mi salon . ccording to G etata , 

Gichuru advised b in , u n o ff ic ia lly , no t tc  give up." The p arty  was 

to  face the e le c to ra te  in  a  considerab le  s ta te  o f confusion and d isarray*  

kAJfO, busy aa  i t  was with i t s  in te rn a l s tru g g le , found tha tin s  

and energy to deal w ith IUT0, which otherw ise could n e t have hoped fo r  

a  more favourable e lec tio n  csnpaign. t  th a t c 'r^c  i* Ni took the offen­

s iv e  with i t s  Youth league in  the fo re f ro n t, e ea r ly  aa 10 Hcvenber 

I 960, before the e le c tio n  be cane a popular is s u e , feK&'a youth, lad  ly 

Mvithaga, a ttacked  a KAtfJ re c ru it in g  p a r t y /  On 19 January 1961, a t 

the he igh t of the  e le c tio n  c a ^ a lg n ,  KaHV again took th e  o ffen siv e .

xR,A*Auboka P.P .* p re ss  re le a se , 26 ,1 .1961. 

jA L , 1 . 2. 1961, p .9.

'in te rv ie w ; L .F .G eta ta .

Lrw, 10. 1 1 . 1960,  p .5 ; 12. 1 . 1r,C l, p . l .



Follow ing a KAWJ mass meeting they attacked KADfj T e h id e a  while the

b ra n c h 's  executive corand.ttee was meeting with the pa rty  p re s id e n t,

R .Ngala. MAEU supporters re ta lia te d  and marched on KaNU's  o ff ic e  •

o t ic k s ,  b o t t le s  and stones were used by both s id es  before a  p o lice

r io t-sq u a d  re s to red  o rd e r.* Next day, KANU reinforcem ents from a l l

co rn e rs  o f the L i s t r i c t ,  asking th e ir  way to Nakuru, were In te rcep ted
2

by p o lic e  and turned back. KANU attem pted to take advantage of i t s  

num erical su p e r io r ity  in  the Li s t r i c t .  The p o lice  who searched the 

o f f ic e s  o f both p a r t ie s  confiscated a  g re a t v a rie ty  o f weapons.

The D.C, responded to the violence by banning pub lic  g a th erin g s  

o f  more than twelve people.^ No more clashes were reported  u n ti l  

e le c t io n  day.

By the time re g is tra t io n  of v o te rs  had closed on 7 October I960, 

731 Europeans, 1,911 Asians and 5»6o8 A fricans had re g is te re d  in
L 5

Nakuru. Although re g is tra t io n  q u a lif ic a tio n s  barred many A fricans, 

they were s t i l l  the  dominant element in  Nakuru'o e le c to ra te .  Over e 

th ir d  of the  v o te rs  were Kikuyu. The p o ll  was very h igh; 7$l62,

8 7 .8° /o  o f the e le c to ra te , ^ a a t  th e i r  vo tes. The e le c tio n  re s u l ts  

were as follows! W.WaLuge (K/.LU) — .2 ,12^ ; E .P .G etata  (K/JfU) — 

2,097; 2.Adholla (KaHU) -  1,321} G .L.Bellhouse (independent) - 1,129; 

A.A.Ochwada (KANU) -  311.* KALU thus won the e le c tio n  on a m inority 

vo te  -  le e s  fhmn a  th ird  of the v o te s . The sm all margin o f twenty-
9

seven vo tes which gave V.WiyUge h is  s e a t  only dram atised KaNU's de­

f e a t  in  i t s  own stronghold . * 2 * 4

XJEA£, 16.1.1961, p . l ;  7. 2. 1961, p .5 .

2EA£_, 17.1.1961, p . l .

^KNA/D.C/Nku/dep• 2/173• D .C .'s  p re s s  sta tem en t, 17.1.1961.

4’/.cnyo Weekly News, 1^ . 10. 1960, p .7 1 .

^G.Bennett and C.O.Rosberg, o p . c l t . , p .62 : "The vote was given to  a l l  
over fo r ty  y ears  o f age, and to  those above twenty f iv e  with one •



m
• lec tio #  r M u i t i  would b tlp  to  u ik ic n u iic  tho 

n a tu ro  o f Nakuru p o l i t i c s  l a  th is  ia p o rta n t ported  of K enya's h is to ry . 

II20 high p o l l  suggests tha t tha CandidaUa uaad evoxj naans to  aob iU aa 

t h a i r  p o te n tia l  supporters. Although wo do not have tha  breafcdowndf 

th a  A frican  ro to r s  4y trib e  and c e r ta in ly  not tha  o p  l a  which they 

c a s t  th a i r  votes* ce rta in  ten ta tiv e  coacluaioaa say bo draws* *hat 

osargod so o t c le a r ly  froa th is  e le c tio n  waa tha ia p o r ta a t  ro le  play ad 

ty  e th n ic i ty  in  Konya's politico*

«feo only aiaoabXo group of e th n ic a lly  uncooaattod ro to rs  wore 

th e  ~aiaaa* who d id  s o t  hare a  candidate o f th a i r  own* -o aa ldeiiag  

th a t  they co n tro lled  about a  qu arte r o f tha e lec to ra te*  i t  waa hardly  

su rp rising  th a t caadidataa courted thee* >*11 the candidates* with 

the exception  o f the a l l i t e a t  -dbolla* had irlana aopporting th e ir  

candidacy* 1 dollhouse received aoae four hundred eo tea  in  exceea of 

the  xAiropeana on tha  r e l i t  so o t o f than probably froa *aiaaa* Tha 

M ajority  of tha Asian rotes* however* were g iven  to A frican  caadidataa* 

G eta ta  hold a  sp e c ia l sea tin g  fo r tha  «aisn c o - m i  ty  and received  

woae a ss is tan c e  fro a  i t a  sesaaers* ha praaantad h ia a e lf  aa  a so ce ra te  

and w esternised candidate* aa  a  lo c a l aan who waa keen to  rep resen t 

a l l  the tow n's re s id e n ts  regard eaa o f  race* h o st * e iaa*  who thought 

of voting fo r  LJW would probably have given th e i r  vo te  to  ttetata*

The l i o n 's  share o f the Asian rota* however* aaeaa to  hetve accrued to 

tha KA3J candidate* Tha p arty  had and# a concerted e f f o r t  to  win '

o f c e r ta in  q u a lif ic a tio n s :  l i t e r a c y ,  an incoae of K?5 p e r  emaaa.
p roperty  worth C?CC* aewbership o f a Local A uthority  Council o r 
<mployasat aa a  aub^chief o r  t r ib a l  po liceaas*  tha p roparty  o r  in -  
cose q u a lif ic a t io n s  o f  a  nan Baking h i a wife o r  wives e l ig ib le  too."

6I b ld . . p .2X0.  ____

xKHFi Notice* General flec tio n *  1961* Hckuru Town Constituency* 24.1*1961.

^h*P. G etnU .



th e  Asian ro te o ^ s tts a  of i t s  nuns n  ca l in f e r io r i ty  in  the African 

sac  tor*  A JU*A sea tin g  fo r tha m a n  — m in llj aas s r f ir ts s i*  ty a 

nuabar o f n a tio n a l Isadora in c lu d l^  Ngalm* the p a r t / 'a  p re s id en t, 

cn a iac tio B  any. « u U w , tba p a r ty 's  dapiity lamdor. stood ou tside  

tha  p o llin g  s ta t io n  asking a  la s t  s f f o r t  to  win tba * a iaa  r o t e /  

w  tha  la s s  m u t a n t  p a rty  aora a t t r s c t i r e  to  1m s  who 

thought o f nakiag iadapaadant Konya tb a i r  bona* a s tru g g le  between 

two p a r t ia a  in  an uruan a n a  known fo r  i t s  outapokao A frican n a tio n a l-  

i s n  was i ro n ic a l ly  probably dacidad by an a lie n  n ino rity*

Tba ro le  o f  tba Asian ro ta  was c ru c ia lly  im portant bacauss tha 

African r o t s  was la rg e ly  cosn ittad  sad in f le x ib le . Tbs rn w l tnant was 

is rg a ly  forged on tba basis o f t r ib a l  a f f i l ia t io n *  w* *«(*** got 

tha bulk o f tho r o ta  of tha Abaluhya and Kalenjin* tha a a ia  JulA tr io e e  

in  Nakuru* kAlV appealed to  tha aansa o f t r i b a l  s o l id a r i ty  sad lo y a lty  

and oada usa of tba  astwoik o f  t r i b a l  aaao c ia tio aa  to n o b ilia a  i t s  

p o ta n t ia l  supportara* Tba < bnluhya. who in  tha ra a a rra  s p l i t  tb a i r  

ro ta  between JUbU and KA14J* a sh io ited  a  auch g n a t a r  s o l id a r i ty  in  

oupport of tb a i r  t r i b a l  canoi lat-an in  bakuru* Tba Ahaluhya* i»  a p iU  

o f  tb a i r  no to rio u s  d isunity* d sn o n strstsd  n o n  than any o th a r tba 

in tro d u c tio n  o f tba  tr ib a  to tha p o l i t i c a l  a rena . both aa tba focus 

o f  s o l id a r i ty  and tba o rg an isa tio n a l astw oik.

Ustata wbo followed Wabuge racairsd  tba majority o f tha Kikuyu 

rota* Ha courtad b io  tribsasna through tba sikuyu welfare >**»cia tioa  

whose o ffice  ba used aa bin campaign headquarters. Getata* who was 

opposed by tba Kikuyu aH itanta* was supported by the local Kikuyu 

sctabliahweat and tb a ir  cliaata* Ha probably got tba rota  of other 

Kikuyu wbo supported hi a aa a t r ib a l  candidate against the non*»*ikuyu

‘XAS» I 6. I . I 96I .  p . l .

^G*deanstt and C.G.ftosberg* o o . c i t . . p .175.
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can d id a te s .

i d h o lla  received  the ro t#  of th# Luo with th e i r  s tro n g  n b m  

o f  t r i b a l  s o l id a r i ty .  He was ac tiv e ly  supported by the Juo Union. 

Adholla was* however, o rig in a lly  the choice of the KLfri leaders* who 

were predominantly Kikuyu. This was the  only case of a u b e ta n tla l 

t r a n o - t r ib a l  support, when the  t r ib a l  group concerned, the Kikuyu, 

had i t s  own candidate . The Kikuyu a i l i t a n t a  gave p r io r i ty  to  p o l i t i ­

c a l  co n sid e ra tio n s . Their disadvantage was th a t naqy a i l i t a n t a  re ­

c en tly  re leased  fro*  detention  were both i l l i t e r a t e  and unemployed 

and did n o t, th e re fo re , qualify  aa v o te rs . R ealising  th is  weakness 

th e  Kikuyu m il i ta n ts  tr ie d  to  secure wider Kikuyu support. In the 

p rocess eoae o f then aade in te re s t in g  uses o f e th n ic i ty .  They presented 

A dholla, whon they gave the Kikuyu n e a t Mvangi, as a  Kikuyu i s  s p i r i t ,  

c aimiag th a t  O etata  was not a  Kikuyu a t  h e a r t. 1 The u sefu lness of 

the  appeal to  t r i b a l  s o lid a r ity  waa recognised by thoao who chose to  

igno re  i t .  Their fa i lu re  to  obtain  v ide  Kikuyu support proved th a t 

e th n ic i ty  in  i t s  s t r i c t  fon t was a  very  po ten t fo rce .

Ochwnda had to  su ffe r  the h u ad lia tlo n  o f  being th e  only candidate 

to  lo se  h is  d ep o sit. HIe record  aa a  prominent trade u n io n is t and a 

JUKI n a tio n a l le a d e r  was o f l i t t l e  help  to  h i* . Hie r e s u l t s  high­

lig h ted  th e  haserd o f facing the e le c to ra te  w ithout a  su b s ta n tia l t r ib a l  

baas. Being a Mu’uhye, he was regarded a s  a  t r a i t o r  by the m ajority 

o f  h is  tribesm en. Ha g o t, however, the  c o lle c tiv e  support o f the

*balulgra who cans from h ie own ru ra l lo c a tio n  o f .'iaaia. ig n if ic s n tly
2

the ia sd a  people re jo ined  KaXAJ as  soon aa the #1 a c tio n  was over.

Tha election narked the end o f  a  chap ter in  the development of 

K’JfU and KADC in  Hakuru. P a tte rn s  which ensrged in  th i s  form ative

interview : C .F .G eta ta .

'in te rv ie w : M .-.M ujl.



y \ $

p erio d  had an a f f e c t  on the development o f  th# too branrhea and the 

re la t io n s h ip  between then.

fctflLU » y c h  i96 i-r

Tha KaMC a l i i  tan ta  haring lo o t the e lec tio n  voro now even aero  

determ ined to  tig h te n  th e ir  control ovar the branch. Kuboka was 

th a  f i r s t  T ic t ia .  I f  h ia e lec tio n  l a  January 1961 was viewed as an 

a t te a p t  to  g ive th a  coanittaa  tha re sp ec taM U ty  which s ig h t  hara 

balpad 'd h o lla  to  g a t through* ha became expendable a f t e r  tha a laction*  

Kuboka soon re a lise d  th a t ha waa obatructad  in  carry ing  out h ia d u tlaa  

aa the  branch’s sec re ta ry  by tha B il l  ta c t  o f f ic e r s .  They openly showed 

t h e i r  e d a tru a t in  h ia  and excluded h ia  fron d iscussions oa party  

m a tta ra . Kuboka found hia p o s itio n  untenable and tendered h ia  re s ig n a tio n  

two weeks a f t e r  th a  e le c tio n . In h ia  l a t t e r  a f  re s ig n a tio n  ha aa id t 

"This shows th a t sy  being in  tha o f f ic e  l a  ju s t  l ik e  s  to o l i f  not aa 

a  t r i b a l  cower. 01 The hard core had prosed* however* th a t  they ware

no t t r i b a l ly  alnded. Kuboka waa disponed of nn ia iy  because ha was a
2 _moderate whereas "we wanted a  a i l l t a n t  cosm ittee". There was also* 

no doubt, an elem ent o f s e t t l in g  o ld  scores ty  Mwithags who now had 

tha  upper hand. John O slr Ode re* th a  l a s t  su rv ivo r f ro a  tha KU.

Moderate leadership* also  lo s t  M s position soon a f t e r  the e le c tio n .

onaequently* the KLFa B ill te n ts  caae to  aonepoliae K/NU’a top le ad e r- 

ch ip  in  tha  period  immediately follow ing tha 1961 g en e ra l e le c tio n .

Tha growing a iU tan ey  o f tha lead ersh ip  found expression  in  i t s  

p u b lic  face as  they  emerged aa spokaaaen fo r tha la n d le ss  sq u a tte rs  

o f  tha RVP. With independence aa th a  sa in  preoccupation o f tha n a tio n a l 

p o li t ic ia n s *  th e re  was a danger th a t  the  land issu e  n ig h t be re legated

^•A.Kuboka F*f*i kuboka to JLJIU branch chairman* 30*1961.

“ in terv iew . H.hwi thaga.



to  a p o s it io n  of secondary ioportan e . The question o f the leropcac 

land  in  tha V&lte Highl and a was the as In feature o f addresses Ly the 

Nakuru ' ranch leadersh ip  a t a  public M ating  held la  klU tigon oa 16 

Ju ly  1961. R eferring to a c a l l  by a Hal® leader to buy the lead , the 

Luo vice-chairm an sa id : ’‘the land la  oura and we s h a ll  no t buy It**.

The aaa tin g  reaffirm ed tha t "Land and freedom are  our r lg h te  and we 

o u s t f ig h t fo r  thorn. ”1 European farmers who had l e a  p rev iously  re ­

assu red  by a K/JIU-IUMJ Jo in t statem ent regarding land t i t l e * * were now 

g re a t ly  concerned and anxious.^

Another a a jo r  issue  which preoccupied KaHU's Nakuru leadersh ip  

a t  th a t  t iM  was the anti-KUTA campaign launched by the Government, 'a  

e a r ly  as the  f i r s t  h a lf  of i960 the  A dm inistration was aware o f  the 

re v iv a l o f oa th -tak ing  in  the RVP. In JUly th a t y ea r i t  placed re ­

s t r i c t i o n s  on the bo. ament o f Kikuyu in to  the Pronvinee. These 

measures were apparen tly  e ffe c tiv e  fo r  only a  few months and oa thing* 

p a r t ic u la r ly  in  Uburgoo and Molo areas* continued to cause anxiety 

to  European farm ers. The murder o f Mrs. Osborne In  May 1961 in  Han 

K&rok a rea  by a gang o f  Kikuyu robbers seemed both to  00a f i r e  the 

fa rm ers ' worst fe a rs  and to re fu te  Government's repeated  assurances.'* 

On 8 Ju ly  1961 Govemaeat o f f ic ia l ly  proscribed  the o rg an isa tio n  under 

i t s  f iv e  a l ia s e s :  "The Kenya Land freedom /*rmy"* "Kenya Land freedom 

Party** "Kenya Par11ament"* "R ift Valley Government"* " R if t  Valley 

P arliam en t". P rev iously  IUTa members had been prosecuted as Mau Mau 

member*. I t  was now thought ad v isab le  to p ro sc rib e  the  movement under

"KKT, KAlfU pub lic  meeting* Elbuxgon. 16 Ju ly  1961. (Minutes)

*K*A/H.w'lWdep.2A5*>« HLHR 'September 1961* p . l .

'Kenya Labour Department Annual Report 196c, General .e c u r i ty ,  p .? . 

S®A» RVP nnual Report 1961* pp. 1 -2 .



i t s  e x is t in g  QAM0I The K irdxter of lefence »nno>,Wr i pC the pro- 

s c r ip t  ion sa id  th a t  aa laergeacy would hete tecoae in e v ita b le  bad the 

Governaent no t taken action a t  tha t s tag e . 1

Thie waa more than an eabarraaaaest to  the KLFA. by then I t  be- 

caae c le a r  th a t  the  two aaln a lae  o f the KLF'l were to enaure th a t l-vjru, 

and not K/.2XJ» would ru le  independent Kenya, and to  aee th a t  the European 

land in  th e  White Highlands waa given to  the e q u a tte re . ny unaeceaaaxy 

co n fro n ta tio n  w ith the Governaaat could only reduce the e treng th  and 

e ffe c tiv e n e s s  o f  th e  aoveaent in  the u l t ia a te  s tru g g le * * la  fac t the 

e lo ae  aeeo e la tio n  o f the KLFA with KaITO in  the KVP could be ueed by the 

Government aa a  p re te x t  fo r leaving the country under KaLO rule* g a in s t  

th ie  background one can underataad the  eagerness of K/JTO n i l l t a n te  to  

jo in*  fo r t a c t i e a l  reasons! the A b a ln ie tre tlo u 'a  anti«iCL>‘, campaign* la  

a  prune handout dated  1 June 1961 Mvithaga, himeeIf a KLFA aembers, 

a ttack ed  the  D.C. fo r  deciding not to  in v iU  p o li t ic ia n *  to  apeak in  

h ie  a n ti-o a  thing Baraaaa.2 In the aee tin g  a t  Ilburgon on 16 Ju ly  1961 

the chairaaa* v ic e  chaixuen and two o th e r o f f ic e rs  who were p ro d n e n t 

Xli'A lead e rs! denied knowledge of and condeaned the oatfadLag and s e c re t  

so c ie tie s* ^

The i d a ln is trm tlo n  reaained unconvinced and unapprecia tive  of 

these  gestures* I t  apparently  had ln fo ra a tio a  about the involvement 

o f  eons o f  KAlTO’s  Nakuru branch lead e rs  with th e  KLFa# -one of the 

crunch o f f ic e rs  were detained during August and e a r ly  ep teaber 1961. 

Kwithaga him self! who had been on the  p o lice  b l a c k l i s t  fo r  a long 

tim e, was r e s t r i c te d  to  Noabaaa* Mwithage'e presence in  Mekuru was re­

garded aa such a th r e a t  to  s ec u rity  th a t  aa l a t e  aa Ju ly  1962 the T.C.

9*8.1961i p*l*

iK f, p re ss  handout 1 *6*1961*

*KIU\ K/JfU pub lic  a ee tia g ! h lbuigon,



advised  h is  w c c w o r i  "De not i l lo v  h trk  hwi thaga out under any 

c ircu o c tan ces . " 1 By aptember 1961 LJfU 'a d  11 tau t lead ersh ip  d is­

in te g ra te d .

L J O 'i  aoderatea tr ie d  to  take advantage o f  the m i l i t a n ts ' s e t­

back end regain  th e i r  in fluence. Their d ie e a tis fa c t lc a  w ith the run- 

n ing  of the p a rty  grew considerably a f t e r  the 1961 general e le c tio n .

Hot only d id  the p a rty  loae be e lec tio n  unnecessarily . b a t th e ir  re ­

p re s e n ta tiv e s  on the  breach committee ware a la o a t completely elimimatsd. 

The moderates d isso c ia ted  themselves fTon thejt ranch and did not e x p o r t  

i t  f in a n c ia l ly . At the end o f 1961. a  rep re sen ta tiv e  o f the p a r ty ve 

V odens* >ing complained th a t "Nakuru agge /g ld e rg 7  have been away

fo r  q u ite  a  long tima and they challenge the o f f ic e 's  work while they 

a re  avay." S.Kbote. the nodeiate . repU edi "Hakuru e ld e rs  have » fused 

to  pay noathly  dues since . -eptember i 960 when they sc*, ti 'n t * n<*y 

which they were paying vent only towards f in e s . When Ibsecutive w ill  

s t a r t  to ^e l 1 m eetings in  town and e ld e rs  aee th a t  money la  cared fo r 

thoy w ill s t a r t  to  pay th e i r  noathly duos. They l ik e  K Ifd, * know.’

In  September 1961 whan the m ili ta n t lead ersh ip  had crunMoc l a  such 

dram atic fash ion , the moderates thought th a t  the tin e  was rip e  fo r  

change. A group o f thee took over and ran the branch in  an in te rir ;

cap ac ity .

Their su ccess . howe/er. was s h o r tliv e d . The m ili ta n ts  worr ~iwk 

to  recover and re a s s e r t  th e i r  p o s i t io n . On 19 eptember 19& a t  a  

meeting o f  d e leg a te s  fro s  a l l  the D is t r ic t  d iv is io n s , they etegsd what 

con* re fe rred  to  a s  the “se cond coup".** l in e s  the m ajority  of the

lKIfe, Nakuru D is t r i c t  Handing Carsr B aport. Howard to Hrown. Ju ly  1962. ^Minu_L_ 

'KW. k*NU Nakuru d i s t r i c t  governing c o u n c il 's  n e s tin g . J l . 12. 196l*

Interview . i.K b o te .

^In terv iew : S .K bots. KXi. KaNU Nakuru s t r i c t  governing c o u n c il 's
a aa tin g . 19*9*1961. ( Minutes)



d e leg a tee  wort fro *  the countr. aide * tha i l l l t u u  bad * c le a r  advantage. 

..vcnjNakuru'a de legation  of ten included seven m il i ta n ts .  Tha aaa tlag  

revealed an undercurrent of antagonism between toaa and country. A 

d e leg a te  fro *  Mjoro expressed th is  crudely : M1 would I lk a  to  know

whether wo s h a ll  a lo c t  o f f ic ia ls  and than Nafcur^people w ill  c a l l  us 

fo o ls  and w ill  undermine those o f f ic ia ls  because they always say th a t  

fax*  people a re  fo o ls .""  »hen i t  cane to  the e lec tio n  o f  tha branch 's 

new o f f ic e r s  th e re  was l i t t l e  euxprise. 1'our o f  tha s ix  o f f ic e rs  

ware m il i ta n ts .  Tha e lected  chairman* W ..iJeyo, was a Luo me mo or o f tha 

KUTA although fo rty -n in e  o f tha f i f ty -n in e  delegatee were Kikuyu. Tlve 

Kikuyu s i l l  te n ts  again  showed th e ir  in d iffe ren ce  to t r i b a l  o r ig in .

The v ice  chain***  O .huitual* was an ex-Kau Mao leaders* though no t s  

KLFa m sb e r . The two o ther *111 ten t o f f ic e r s  wars ac tiv e  KLJa aaabare: 

W.Osoroa a  K io il by t r ib e ,  and f.Mugwe* a Kikuyu. There ware* n ig n i-  

f ic a n tly *  two moderates among the new o f f ic e rs  i M.liduatl* s  Kikuyu* 

and C.Gdiwuor* s  Luo. Experience had shown th a t  the ao n o p o lira tio n  

o f  the lead e rsh ip  t j  the m ilita n ts  was harardoua and tended to a lie n a te  

im portant s e c to rs  from the party* p a r t ic u la r ly  in  Nakuru. ihe d iv is io n  

between a d li ta n ta  and ■odeiateo p e rs is ted *  but tha l a t t e r  were accoonodated

and a  modus v ivend i was e s ta b lish e d .

i ig n lf lc a a tly *  a t  le a s t  fiv e  o f  the new o f f ic e r s  ware Nakuru re s i­

d en ts . This was a  sharp rev e rsa l o f  Mwithage'a s tra te g y  which was cased 

00 the assumption th a t  the m i l i t a n ts 1 control coulc5 fcaat achieved cy 

s h i f t i l y  the b a lm ca  w ithin tha p a r ty 's  l l s t r l c t  le ad srah ip  In favour 

o f  the ru ra l a re a s , while th is  s tra te g y  was w all foundedin ta rn s  e f  ths 

d iffe ren c e  in  p o l i t i c a l  o r ie n ta tio n  between to** and country , i t  ignored 

th s  c e n tr a l i ty  e f  Nakuru end the need fo r  a  sym pathetic and co­

o p era tive  fo llo v ii*  in  tha town. Tha e le c tio n  o f the two Nakuru educated



m oderates as secretary and assistant secretary was aimed at lnprovlag 

the  management of tha I n n  ch and at a ttra ct!*  the party's rapport a n  

asnng tha urban aU ta . Additions aada tr tbs bronchi eaderahlp on 29 

O ctober 19^1 confirmed tha pattara of achieving racoaclllatioa with 

Mkuro'a noderate politicians while preserving tha a l l  1 tent s ' supre­

macy, One o f tha two additional officers was a moderate Kikuyu from 

Nakuru* and the other wan a KUA  number fron tha rural areas* Fisa 

people  ware elected to form* with tha titled officers* tha branch'# 

execu tive  cowri ttae. Two of thorn 1 were Kikuyu node rates fron flnkuni 

and three ware id 11 tents fron the I ls t r lc t .  The t r i b a l  composition 

o f  the  executive cosndttee reveals a strong Kikuyu bias. Of tha 

thirteen committee men bars nine were Kikuyu* two were Luo. one K lall 

end one African fron udan. I t  was the integration of the town and tha

predominantly Kikuyu District * which entrenched the Kikuyu's nev donine-
♦

tio n  of MIRJ'e Nakuru branch.

A special gesture towards the Nakuru nodermte "elders" was ex­

tended by the branch leadership in November 1961 la conaaction with 

Kenyatta'a v is it  to IMnira. In the special reception cowrit tee formed 

to organise the v is it  one flna*> J.KsenoJo* the prominent KCA lender* 

b.Heso* the Luo who wns active in the MU and the NIC* J.H.Arara and 

P.Oeir Odera. the prominent Luo NDC leaders,and even Kanyua the "loyal- 

ia t".*

Anothar ephara la which tha adlltanta pro wad that thay » » r «  coning 

to taraa with p o litica l raalltlaa « m  MlW'e attltutfa toward tha ait- 

patrlata c o m i U N .  I t  w ill ba raoallad that tha a lliU m t aupportara 

o f  idholla wara tha only oaae to lgaora tha Aslan aota darlag tha 196. 

eaaaral alaettoa cn^algn, I t  wan Kanyntta’a wlalt «* »1 « which praclpitatad

0 f ,  k.'JTC h'jtkuru i a tr ic e  governing council M a tin g . 29 .10 .1961 .'-.mutes - 

‘ a y ,  Kanyatta Uacaptloa CoaKittaa B astin g . 2 3 .1 1 .1961. (Minutes)
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a chiog< In  th e i r  i t t i t u d i  to v rd z  the / t i n  conu&Ity« ^ h l l t  d lscunslnf 

the  » ian«* * req u est to Beet Kenya t t a ,  i .Mbote, the an d e ra te , m * -
A

gosted  a new approach! "Ve b e tte r  hare eoae >*lan* to be w ith us and 

a s  soon as  we do tha t*  they w ill u n ite  with KaBU. 2 a s  su re  th a t 

. s i  an* a re  follow ing KaIXJ because o f Mgala. I f  h r . Gichuru could 

co m  here we would have assy following KaBU.“' The I n i t i a t i v e  which 

cane fro a  the  ao dera tes  was accepted by the s i l i t a n t s  and the Asians 

were in v ite d  to we leone Kenya t t a . '  In  te re s  of th e ir  a u a s r le a l s tren g th  

and f in a n c ia l resou rces i t  was inadv isab le  to throw the  *alane in to  

lUDti's welcosing a re a .

At the  sane tin e  the branch e s tab lish ed  con tac t w ith Bruce 

Mackenzie, the opportun ist s e t t le d - p o l i t ic ia n  who was asking a f f o r t s  to 

junp on KHU'a bond-wagon.;  This was e e r ta in ly  in  l i a s  with K enyatta 'a  

re  c o n c ilia to ry  a t t i tu d e  towards the s e t t l e r s  when he a tte a p te d  to  en­

su re  econoadc s t a b i l i t y  and snooth tra n s i t io n  to  independence. Bruce 

tackenz le  was a lso  approached fo r f in a n c ia l s e a l stance to  the branch.

In  May 1962 Mackenzie and an ^slaa  addressed a KABU r a l ly  in  Bekuru 

in  which Kaayatta was the s a in  sp eaker.^  In 1961 th e re  m s , however, 

opposition  to non-A fricans becoaing f a l l  p a rty  aeabers on the grounds 

th a t  they would then c la in  th e i r  r ig h t  to  becoae p a rty  o f f ic ia l s .*

I t  was only l a t e r  th a t  the branch ap p lied  the p a rty  ru le s  which opened 

ineaberohip to n i l  races . In  the beg in n ing of 1965 two Asians were

^ F ,  KABO Bnkum coo& lttee a ae tin g , 6 .10.1961. (M inutes)

^KKF, KABU's se c re ta ry  to fir. H u s s a r  - ingh, 7 .11.1961.

'  KBF, KABU's e e c re ta i7  to Bruce Mackenzie, 17 .10 .196 l.

^KBF, KaBU o f f i c i a l s  soot la g , 29 .^ .1962. (Minutes)

^KBA/D.C/Bku/dep.2 /175 , Special Branch, Nakuru* In fo ra a tic n  Report 
No. 7 W 6 0 , 21 .5 .1962 .

*KXF, t i M  Bakuru L ia trict Governing Council, 51.12.1961.(Minutes)



co-opted to  tha b ran ch 's  executive com m ittee.'

Tbs tendency towards s  balance between s i l l  te n ts  sad aedere tea  

w ith in  the b reach 's  leadership* manifested I t s e l f  more c le s r ly  du risc  

1962. At the beginning e f  th a t year M.Nubetal* the Malnhya sa­

ne e re  ta ry  o f the lo c a l KA£C branch, jo ined  KaK I's executive c o an ittee . 

l a  June 196? he replaced a KLTA member aa the o rganising  sec re ta ry .

Hie p lace  on the executive c o o d tte e  wss taken ty  s  Masai re s id en t 

o f  Nakuruu Towards the end o f  1962 when the n U lte n t  v ic e  chairma* 

wns de ta in ed , Mbcte* the ch ief spokesman of the nodevates, was in ­

s t a l l e d  In  h ie  stead.** B|y 196; ,  Asians lad been included on the exe­

c u tiv e  committee. A ll these changes enhanced the  in flu en ce  o f the 

moderate urban p o l i t ic ia n s .  In 196? Mekuw wss re-o rgan ised  as s  

ro p e ra te  d iv is io n  with i t s  own committee.^ ^ ith  ttubatoi an the 

d iv is io n a l chairman and B.Mbote as the  sec re ta ry  the tows sub-branch 

c e r ta in ly  had s  moderate b ia s . Tha IWkuru rep re sen ta tio n  to  the

b ran ch 's  governing council a lso  betrayed the trend  towards moderation,
6

th ree  o f  the  four delegatee being moderate p o l i t ic ia n s .

The gradual decline  o f the m il i ta n t  element in ■ * cr* . ip

vas c e r ta in ly  in  l in e  with K enyatta 'e  e f fo r t s  to  give RAW e rw so n - 

ab le  la eg e . The inc reasin g  coverage e f  the KLFA a c t i v i t i e s  i s  the 

lo c a l and foreign preee was a  se r io u s  embarraaiwent to  KAfli's nsU onal 

le ad e rsh ip , e sp e c ia lly  s in es  I  AMO o f f i c i a l s  a t  the lo c a l  lav e l were

i KNT* executive co aad ttee , 23.1.1963. ( Minutes)

KHF, executive c o a a itte e  a e tU s g , 27.1 .1962. ( M inutes)

'O lPt executive committee n e s tin g , 1 3 .6 . *962. (Minutes)

**R.t.A., f i l e  3027* KAim's IWnmi f rench o ffice rs*  31 . 12 . 196?.

^..Mbote to  E/JIU Hakuru branch chairman* 12. 6. 1962.

W *  governing council meeting* 1 .6 .1962 . ( M inutes)



im p lic a te d . I t  could giv« O m a tw a t  a  p ro te s t to  d e l ^  iadopeadeace 

o r  to  fore* a c o n s titu tio n  which would deny KANU tha co n tro l i t  f a i t  

e n t i t le d  to . I t  in tam ailied  tha apprehensions o f  tha JCAIft m inority 

t r ib o o . thus inc reasin g  tha danger o f  In te r - t r i tm l  s t r i f e .  I t  wns car- 

ta in ly  used by KkiXI and put It WU on the  defence. 1 Within KaNU tha 

p e r  s i  a t in g  iap o c t o f Kikuyu m ilitancy in tenni fied  the e x is tin g  fe a r s ,  

among o th e r  KANU t r ib e s » of Kikuyu domination in  indapendant Kenya, 

tn s  r e s u l t  o f such fea rs  wns the break sway of tha fo n ts  t r ib e  which 

brought about tha formation of the A frican People4# P a rty  ( aPP) by Paul 

Ngei i s  November 1962 Another r e s u l t  was s  m ilder re a c tio n  o f none 

Luo who formed the Luo United Hovenent (LUN) '

The LUM was foread l a  Nairobi l a  August 1962, th reatening  the  

s tro n g  Luo-Kikuyu a llia n c e , in te re s tin g ly  the Movement1* p ree id en t 

was A ad b o lla , th a  Kikuyu m il i ta n ts 4 candidate fo r the  Kakuru s e a t  in  

1961 general e le c t io n . Many of i t s  supporters were former sM bere of 

the  HPCP. A c le a r  warning was given to  the Kikuyu in  the Movemen t 4a 

inaugural meeting: "We w ill  remain in  KMU to  give the Kikuyu a

chance to  d is c ip lin e  themselves, p u t a s  end to  oathing and subversion 

and d rc p th s lr  id e as  o f dominating tha o th er t r ib e s  in  Kenya." HIM 

was e s tab lish ed  I s  Nakuru two months l s t s r . ’ I s  Nakuru the prospect 

o f  Kikuyu domination seemed imminent, whereas a t  tha national la v e l 

both Mboya and Odisga figured  prom inently in  KaMU4s  le ad e rsh ip , in  

Hnkuru the accepted lead e rs  of the Luo community had lo s t  th e i r  p o si­

tio n s  i s  the p a r ty . The Luo i s  Nakuru were re leg a ted  to  the  ro le  of 

minor p a rtn e rs . I tv a s  those sembete o f  the lo c a l I s o  e l i t e ,  regarding 

themselves as p o te n t ia l  lo c a l p o l i t i c a l  le a d e rs , who formsd the LIH

KJOT, JLMtt Nakuru branch p rase  r e le a s e ,  29.1-1962.

20. 8. 1962, p -5 .

^L.L/‘Hkai/<dm/'lW12/173* LUM fo m a tlo s  meeting, 21-10.1962.



In  Nokuru. iro ed n an t among than v*s J .O d r  O d m  who had lo o t h is  

p o s it io n  in  K ND in  1961* LW fa iled  to  breach Kikuyu-1 no co- 

o p era tio n  o r  to  become an e ffec tiv e  p ressu re  group w ithin  K/JfU e^suse 

i t  fa i le d  to  g e t the  f u l l  support o f e i th e r  Gdlnga o r Kboya*3 snd 

to  e s ta b l is h  i t s e l f  i s  the Luo reserve* fy the beginning o f 19&3 

th e  LOH l a  Nokuru was dying. I t  was* however* in d ic a tiv e  o f the 

ten a io as  w ith in  KaVU sad a p o rten t fo r  the future* The formation l a  

liakuru o f an APP branch had l i t t l e  la p a c t on the town*a p o l i t i e s  d a c e  

th e  Kasha* the backbone of the party* were a  a a a ll  m in o r i ty /

f in a lly *  aa independence was apprcading and I t  becams c le a r  th a t 

JLrJIU would fe rn  th e  government with KenyatU as the head o f  s ta te*  the 

KUTA was in c ra a s ia g ly  viewed as s  p o te n tia l  opposition  to  the p a r ty 's  

p o lic y  and au th o rity *  The only outstanding issu e  which reseined  un­

solved* s s  fa r  as the KLFA m ilita n ts  were concerned* was th a t  o f 

uropean-held land* In th is  respect th e i r  view and th a t  o f the p a rty  

were d ia m e tric a lly  opposed. KenyatU h la e e lf  gave firm  aesuranoes 

to  Europeans regard ing  the v a l id i ty  o f  th e ir  land t i t l e *  This cou.d 

no t have been t r e a te d  with equanimity ty  the KLFA e«derc ho \/ere 

preaching to  th e i r  fo llow ers th a t the White Highlands were the s q u a t t e n ' 

promised land* This was a  hard blow to  take area froa th e i r  beloved 

.eader and Government sources claimed th a t some M ahers o f the K JT.\ 

consequently took an oath to  k i l l  K enyatta.^ While th i s  p iece o f in ­

form ation must be tre a ted  with g re a t care* there  i s  no doubt th a t 

K e i^ a t ta 's  land p o lic y  caused eenaidarab le  f r u s tr a t io n  among hi© r i  i t a n t

Intarview : A. A. A. fa  carding.

2BUS*A.* f i l e  W O .

J .  Kenya t  to* ■ u f fa r in g  Without t tU M ie iig . PP- l*7 t 1*9* 1*°' l61*
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eu k eren ts . The a t t i tu d e  of )Uh 's  n a tio n a l leadership  towards the KUTa 

can be t e t t e r  apprecia ted  la  re tro sp e c t, la  July  IVcA w ith Juays 

independent fo r  j u s t  over a la  eonthe, Fred tu b a l, who was very Involved 

in  Kekturu's p o litic o *  described the KLFi and d o l l a r  o rgan isation*  as  

"subversive  aad taa taaouat to treason".

I t  was hereby su rp ris ing  th a t denouncing the H I .  and sec re t 

oath ing  oecaae lU fft'a  expressed p o lic y , while the  e a r l i e r  deaounclatloae 

by the KLF* aeabers  theaeelvee coaid be regarded aa t a c t ic a l  l ip -  

se rv ice  to  G overasentt those which cane l a t e r  froa  lUUb's n a tio n a l 

le ad e rs  re f le c te d  genuine a t t i tu d e s .  Ca 20 hey 1962* addressing a  K.UU 

r a l ly  in  Kakuru, the  centre o f  the ooveaent, Kenyatta aade d a  p o s i­

t io n  in  a  c le a r  thoi*h  inoffensive aaxmer: "A fter th is  sea tin g  1  do 

n o t want to  hear th a t  Kikuyu are tak ing  oaths, in  the p a s t  Kikuyu took 

oatha  to  re lease  KenyatU froa  re s tr ic tio n *  now he l a  f r e e ." "  * 

week l a t e r ,  a t  lhonpeon's fa l ls *  he s a id  th a t thoae involved l a  s e c re t  

s o c ie t ie s  were a a s d e s  of Uhuru. The se rv ice s  o f Kboye were a lso  

m obilised fo r th e  antl-K l/A  caspelgn In  kakuru l ia tr ic t.* *

The KLFa was fu r th e r  vookessd by the in  te n d  ve Government cam­

paign which was gathering  aooentua during the second h a lf  o f 196? . 

fistween February and October 19&  tve  hundred and th i r ty  three people 

were a rre s te d  fo r  a lleged  senberahlp o f the KLF , s o a tly  l a  the RVP.^ 

l a  Hoveaber 1962% two hundred people confessed th e ir  aeaberohlp o f 

the  KLFA la  the h e a r t of klburgoo F o re s t.^  KAJfC'e chairman la  hlburgoa. 

h inyaaju l Mutegl, the p a r ty 's  s e c re ta ry  In  Holo aad a  pa rty  o f f ic ia l

lM l • 16.7.1969.

^KkA/D.C/Kku/dep.2/175» -Special Branch, Hnkuru* Inform ation Report
?6o /62, 21. 5. 1962, p .5 .

" j.K enyetta , - “ f f r r t / f f  without d t  termers* p . l 6%

10. 10. 1962, p .5 .

^B .B uljtanhu lja , op. 1 1 . » p.5®2.

S aS , 15.11.1962, p .5 .



from  Njoro w trt a r ra s  tec and c h a rg e  with eeaberahip o f tha IL f.- .' Ia 

Octobar 1962 tha JUKI’ Nakuru breach 's v ica chatm an waa s i r *  detained 

a lthough  ha waa n o t a  XLf* aaabar.2 Ia  tha aaaa aunth, K la r li Mdbobo 

and kaaundl Getva, laadar and deputy leadar of the KLFa i a  Makuru. ware 

convicted  aa KLFA leaders*" Largo q u a n titie s  o f  a im  and aaau a itio a  

belonging to  the KLF.i ware discovered by tha p o lice .^  Ca 16 January 

1963 i t  was rep o rted  tha t a  po lice  ta aa  waa a t i l l  opera ting  ia  Kiiicum 

a re a  and ttot KLfV» aeabara ware being a rre s ted  l a  lukuru  a la o a t d a ily .^

Tha ia p ao t o f  theae in te rn a l and ex tern al preeeuree oust hare 

a ffe c te d  the n o v eaen t's  oxganiaaticn and fcoraie cons i derab ly . The 

jo i l i ta n t  cause ix&akuru ce rta in ly  su ffe red  a setback* The s i l l  tan  t a 1 

declin e  and the strengthening  o f the au th o rity  of henyatte  tad tha  

party* a noderate national le ad e rsh ip • encouraged Jiakuru nod*ra*ee to 

r e a s s e r t  th e ir  l o s t  position* M ilitancy in  Nnkuru* however, waa fa r  

f ro a  dead* and i t s  survival in  tha poet-independence period  proved 

th i s  in  no u n certa in  terns.**

whan tha new executive c o n s ttte e  took over the b ranch 's  leader*  

sh ip  in  ep tenber 1961 they se t ou t to  re-o rgan ise  th e  branch and to 

run i t  e f f ic ie n tly *  M vithaga's p e riod  waa re fe rred  to  aa a  re ign  of 

chaos and raienanagenent and the u rgen t need fo r  refone waa repeatedly 

eaphnaioed. Thia waa the manage o f  tha  newly e lec ted  chad man: 1

ask you to  be u n ited  and understand each o th e r ia  o r^ e r  th a t v* any

1 i 12*10.19621 27*1 1*1962. p .5 .

1 1 . 1c . 1962. p - 15.

?u a . l l .1 0 .1 9 f e .  P-15.

l>aAg. 5. 9. 1962, p .5 l 8.9.1962. p . l j  26. 9. 1962. p . l |  27. 9. 1962. p .5 l 
15.10.1962. p .5 .

16. 1 . 196; .  p .5 .

'■ 'j.ai.Uarb.ee*. Th« U t t l «  C io c rta  .ecU-n- - twfr >P
r _______ . .  ..... Una i r n  uni»hll«h«d w r ) .  pp. 9 -10 .



<M> 7

arran g e  every th ing  bad la  the branch to  be good. I h m  l a  a  lo t  o f

work in  th e  o ff ic e  to  be done and without co-opera tiro*  nark you«

we cannot c lean  a l l  the d ir t  In  1UMU o ff ic e s  l a  N« k u ru ."1 Za a

l e t t e r  e en t the next day to a l l  the sub-branches regarding the mew

ru le a  of runnin g the branch* emphasis wan la id  on openond lawful

a c t iv i ty *  un ity  and good leadership and on tha a l ia ln a t lo n  o f “a i s -
2

behaviour" and lawbreaking.

P u ttin g  the branch 's finances fa good order proved to  be a 

d i f f i c u l t  ta sk . legations of a ishandling  of p a rty  funds were an a l ­

most permanent fe a tu re  of branch conedttea meeting*. The obvioua 

ta rg e t  waa the tre a su re r  and h is  departm ent. "Not a challenge but 

fa c ta  to  say th a t T reasu rer 's  Department i s  d ir ty "  sa id  the branch

chairman i n  January 1962* and another o f f ic e r  followed s u i t :  "unless
k

we c le a r  o f f  the d i r t  in the Treasury o ff ic e  we are doing nothing .

People who a ie x p ro p r ia te d  p a rty  funds ware auanarily  expelled  from

the p a r ty .* * * * 5 In May 19& the b ran ch 's  organising sec re ta ry  waa aua-
6

pended and l a t e r  dianiseed fo r mishandling p a rty  funds.

The le a d e rsh ip 's  e f fo r ts  to re -o rg an ise  and reform  the branch 

wrought then in to  open c o n f lic t with b ranch 's  youth wing. The youth 

and women's wings o f KaNU in  Nukuru had th e i r  o rig in  in  the N o. I t  

was fUNU* however* which perfec ted  then as e ffe c tiv e  propaganda arms. 

According to an o f f ic ia l  rep o rt in  October 196C1 " the  technique employed

] KNy, O ff ic ia ls  meeting* 21*9.19*1. (M nuUs>

PKNF, ec re ta ry  to  a l l  EdW agency o ffices*  Nakuru D is tr ic t*  22.9.1961.

oe, fo r  example* OF* executive committee meeting*

"'hNF* executive committee meeting* 15.1.19^’. (Minutes)
5KNf, sec re ta ry  to  a l l  lUlfU members, 19.1.1962. KNA/D.C/Hcu/dep.?/
175* ju m  Nakuru branch to  C .2 .bs * Nakuru« 21.%  1962.

^N F , sec re ta ry  to  organising  sec re ta ry *  8. 5. 1962.



in  KrJcuru i s  to  e n l i s t  support 7 the a id in g  o f  p o l i t i c a l  song 

which o ften  c ta r t s  in  the t. KU o ff ic e * * coBtlnuts an a pmcoeolcm \

B ncleni and ends up by a i.-n ig h t ringing in  the Locations. " 1 A 

a i  rail n r  technique was used in  the L ia t r ic t  township*. Tbs repo rt 

e rrh so ised  the p o te n tia l  th re a t to law end order inheren t to  each 

techn ique. The youth wingers, in  p a r t i c u l a r  tended to  have l i t t l e  

reg a rd  fo r  the law and in  consequence frequen tly  got involved with 

th e  p o lic e . This proved to be a  f in an c ia l turden on the  p a rty  which 

had to  pay the fin o u . In addition* the youth w ingers' r e s o r t  to  violence 

exposed then to condemnation fro* w ith in  the p a rty , as e a r ly  sa i*oenber 

i 960 Kubokn* the fo rn e r in terim  chalraan* condensed v io lence  fey the 

youth  wingers end ca lled  upon the p a rty  to d is c ip lin e  then . In 

January  1961 one o f  the po in ts  ra ised  by the executive c o a e ltte e  nsn- 

bers* who sm «h t to  depose Mwithaga, was th a t meetings organised by 

youths and women without the c o s n i t te e 's  consent had lad  to d is tu rb ­

an ces .^

Most o f the youth wingers were unemployed end sp en t such o f 

t h e i r  t in e  in  o r  around the p a r ty 's  o f f ic e  d is tu rb in g  wortt t*iere. Many 

o f  then wore JCLFA aenbers* eager fo r  ac tion  even so re  than th e ir  

eu p erio re . K NU’s  c o n s ti tu tio n  c le a r ly  defined the subord inate  p o s i­

tio n  of t he youth wlngi '’While re ta in in g  a measure o f  a e l f —id cn ti by* 

th e  o rg an !ra tion  o f  K/J9 Tenth Wing s h a l l  be an in te g ra l  p a r t  o f "M a 

and atxjoahl# to  the Union's co n tro l and d is c ip l in e . . ." *  Ia  practice*  

however* Hakuru d iv is io n 's  youth wing in  p a r t ic u la r  d id  no t h ab itu a lly  

accep t the  b ran ch 's  a u th o rity . Mwithaga'e period  was hard ly  conducive 

to  in a t i l l in g  d is c ip l in e . I t  so happened th a t  aaay o f  the party

dep.2/15fc« hidtt, October I960, p . l .

^K.A.Kuboka F .P . ,  p re ss  relaaaa* 28.12.196o.

^ « 2 JJ.I.196I* p . l .

* W ,/L .c / lW d e p .2/ 175* c o n s ti tu t io n .



c o lle c to r s  -ere youth winders so th a t ouch of the fin an c ia l d iso rd er 

was a lso  o f  th e i r  asking.

With respec t thee to the two main o b jec ts  they s e t  out to 

achieve* namely con tro l over the branch and fin an c ia l order* the new 

leaders*  s lee ted  in  'e p te s te r  1961* found theeoelves confronted by 

Nakuru youth wingers. In h is  report fo r  the period between eptea) e r  

19« 19&  and December 3&* 19^1 the branch secre ta ry  summarised the 

p o s itio n !  ’’Always there are d i f f ic u l t ie e  to control youtha . . .  They 

have misused p a r ty 's  none/ in  th e ir  own ways. Up to d a te  they a re  not 

y e t c le a r ly  c o n t r o l l e d . T h e  attem pts of Kakuru branch to con tro l i t m  

youth wing were in  accordance with the recommendations o f K/UU'a 

n a tio n a l co w d ttee  fo r  r e -o rg a n is a t io n /  A d ire c tiv e  was se a t to  a l l  

the I l e t r i c t  sub-branches : Hve have youth and women wing under crur 

c o n s ti tu tio n  which must run under K K t."

The teak was d i f f i c u l t  to achieve e sp ec ia lly  with the Nakuru 

d iv is io n  youth wing. On 23 October 19^1 the I l e t r i c t ' a  youth wins 

le ad e rs  ware in v ite d  to the b ranch 's  o f f ic ia l s  n e ttin g  to  diecuee 

the  following a lle g a tio n s  lev e lled  ag a in s t than: " 1 .  misusing p a r ty 's

money. ? .  using KaNB name while misbehaving and a lso  c losing  bars 

w ithout consu lting  o f f ic ia l s .  5* sp o ilin g  o f f i c i a l s '  nans. ” In 

defence* the I l e t r i c t  youth wing chairmen claimed th a t  the w ing 's 

D is tr ic t  leaders had no con tro l over Nnkuru d iv is io n ’s  youth w ingers.^

XKlf7, S e c re ta ry 's  report* 19.9* 1961-JO . 12.1961.

2KWF, Nakuru D is t r ic t  governing council meeting* 31« 12.1961. (Minutes) 
^KMT, fe c re ta ry  to  n i l  KAHU gency Offices* Nakuru M a tr ic t*  27 .lC .196 l. 

StNF* o f f ic ia l s  meeting* 22. 10. 196l .  (Minutes)
^KHF* o f f ic ia l s  meeting* 25.10.1961. (M inutes)



This neoting  had apparently do ^ U v« n m I U .  The i u a  d ie -  

ru ssec  a t  an o f f ic ia ls *  meeting on 5 l ’e lruary  1962 w t  i k t  u m  o f 

fo rca  by youth wingers against branch *s of n e a r s /  . o m  o f  tha 

o f f t  cars th ro a t ana d to  reaign . Tha oeating  decided to  suspend tha 

Nakuru d iv is io n  youth win* u n til  a f e l l  rapo rt by tha Nakuru d ialo ion  

co aad ttaa  could ba su<adtted. These aeasures aaaa to  have achiavab 

th a i r  a i«  as l a ta r  records do not reveal fu r th e r  antagonise batvaac 

tha  oranch *• laa Warship and youth wing. As independence van approach­

ing  thara  was le s s  to laranca towards tha  excesses of th a  yough wingers.

At tha and of 1963* fc-NU'e national a a e is ta n t general sec re ta ry  warned 

th a t  "we w ill  no t a t  any t in s  support any youth* who* fo r  whatever 

reason* a c ta  co n tra ry  to tha s p i r i t  o f hanunbee /jfcll to g e th e#

approaching the 1963 general. a la c tio a  K/.Nb'e Ralcuru branch was 

in  ouch b a t te r  shape than i t  had boon on tha ova of tha 1961 Ooaaral 

E lec tio n . I t s  leadersh ip  worked aora harmoniously and i t s  o rg an isa tional 

s tru c tu re  functioned such ba t ta r .

K/wAMa Nsfcuru branch lotweep tha two ^ n c ra l U tc .U 'in

Tha h is to ry  o f KAJJO'e Bakuru branch i s  aora d i f f i c u l t  to recon­

s t r u c t  fo r  tha s ia p le  reason th a t branch records have not surv ived .

I t s  develop neat in  tha period batwaan tha two general e lec tio n *  o f 1961 

and 1963 v an :c r ta in ly  n o itb r r  as a v an tfe l nor aa o x c itin g  aa th a t  of 

i t s  lo ca l r iv a l .  I t  reaained b a s ic a lly  a s trong  and s ta b la  a llia n ce  

batwaan tha Abaluhya and K alenjin  trib aaaan . inea th a  p a r ty 's  support 

in  Nakuru cane predom inantly from the  Abaluhya aide* tha K alenjin  never 

disputed tha Abaluhya'a a ln o a t to ta l  co n tro l o f  tha branch. Tha b ranch 's

KJIF, o f f i c i a l s  Beating* 5.2 .1962. (Minutes)



t r i e *

tank w u  to  nain ta in  and Ugh ton the p a r ty 's  hold over 1U  

snon m aid ing  in  Makaru. They continucu to  do i t  ty  appealing 

to  t r i b a l  s o l id a r i ty  u iJ  i k rough tho network o f t r ib a l  aascciatlona*

To aono on ton t  i t  l a  probable th a t tho branch l a  Kakuru reaortod  to  

in te rn a l  v io lence to  annum support* Qna no urea a ta ta s  th a t whereas 

tho people of laukha Location la  tha kbalufcya m serve supported IUMU* 

those o f thaa who lived  in  Nakuru supported &ALU because they warn 

a f ra id  o f  being beaten u p .' As teen  e a r lie r*  tha people f ro s  sa in  

Location* who supported Gchwada in  tha 1961 general e le c tio n  re jo ined  

X DU aa soon aa tha  a lecU on was over* The Maragoli* however* reaolaed 

d iv ided  and the Maragoli aao c la tio n  in  tha town refused to  declam  

i t a a l f  o f f i c i a l ly  on JL.tfJ'e aids* JUUJ's branch was supported by the 

lo ca l branch of Aaalemba'a t r i b a l  party* the Baluhya P o l i t ic a l  

Union*

/ . i t e r  tha 1961 general e lec tion*  tha branch am ended i t a  a c t iv i ty  

to  tha surrounding d i s t r i c t .  Tha support they could n o b ilia a  th em  

was* however* very H alted *  since th a re  wem re la t iv e ly  few A baluhya 

working oa European fam e o r liv in g  in  the L i a t r i c t 'a  townships* Xha 

i  M edia to  h in te rlan d  of hakuru was* on the whole* h o s t i le  to  IUXAJ Tha 

tow n's branch* therefore* re l ie d  fo r  i t a  ru ra l support mainly en tha 

K alenjin  b a it  bordering Nakuru D is tr ic t*  »hen p a rty  n a tio n a l Jeaaom 

addressed r a l l i e s  in  kakuru* coa tiag en ta  from these a re a s  wem always 

p resen t to  booat tha sc r a le  of tha p a r ty 's  urban su p p o rte rs  and to 

provide a sore im pressive backing fo r  the le a d e m ' e ta  tenant*, la r ty  

le ad e rs  fro s  th a  m serve  re g u la rly  case to Nakum to  encourage the 

lo ca l leadersh ip*  Youth wingers from tha K alenjin reserv e  could always

in terv iew : H*-*Mujl*

Interview : ^*Muleri» M*L*huji*



to r t i o f c f c t  tb# lo c tl youth w iif la  s tru g g le

th e i r  K Hli coun terparts.

The u n re e lio tic  v ie te iy  in  19&L general e lec  t ic * ,  when *<U* von

th e  N kuru seat* gave the lo ca l trench a eeaae o f confidence end 

s treng th*  unwarranted by the reel balance of power on the  ground*

K*hU*e p o s itio n  in  general wee fu r th e r  enhanced when they decided, in  

i p r i l  1961, to jo in  the Uovemaent with th e ir  leader Ngal 1 an Leader 

o f  Government business, leaving the opposition  to  lUlfU, the bigger party  

The ta s te  of power was again u n re a l is t ic ,  because, ea in  the case of 

the  Nekuru e le c tio n , i t  did not r e f le c t  the r e la t iv e  s tre n g th  of the 

party*

The lo ca l KA1U youth wing a lso  boosted the confidence of the  p a rty  

Although the lo c a l KAIV had d i f f ic u l ty  in  c o n tro llin g  th e ir  youth 

w ingers, they seen to  have coped w ith the pro b ia s  b e t te r  than K JU«

The iUbC youth wing was num erically strong  and dedicated  to  the p a rty  

and i t s  policy* In fa c t ,  they were a o tlls e d  by the p a rty  r a l l i e s  a l l  

over the d i s t r i c t  and beyond. L ines the c lash es  between the two p a r t ie s  

in  Nokuru were mainly a t the le v e l o f the youth wings KaLU once again 

tnjyywd the i l lu s io n  of s tren g th . 4

In c o ^ a r ls o n  with KAJVU, lULU's branch a lso  h*~ the advantage 

o f possessing a  s ta b le  end united  leadership* A fter the 19& general 

e le c tio n  the b ran ch 's  leadersh ip  was re in forced  by <*Iabiai. la b ia l ,  

disenchanted a f t e r  having fa ile d  to  secure h ie  re -e le c t io n  ae JLJit 

o f f ic e r  in  January 1961, responded to  ILiDO'a courting  and jo lnad  i t s  

executive c o o d tte e *  I t  aeeas as  though la b ia l was responsib le  fo r * l

v
lQ .Bennett, o p .c l t* , p . 153*

^Interview : H.*»,KuJi* £ .M uleri, 1 . I s b ie i .



th e  only d e fec tio n  of a  kALU lM d tr  l a  llekuru. The d e fe c to r wm,  as  

caentinned e a r l i e r • K .'U e te i#  the breach sec re ta ry . Addressing a K KU 

r a i l /  in  January 1962 aoon a /U r  h ia  res ig n a tio n  from fUBB Mubatai 

s a id :  MX h a r t coae with a hot to show you K HI aaaoars th a t  there l a  

no kAtfJ in  Nakuru any longer and I* a t  the kAZJQ branch founder in  

Nakurut have resigned free i t  t* cause o f the underground novenenta 

i t  goes * i t h ." He went on to a t t r ib u te  h ie  acre to id eo lo g ica l n o tlre a

and to the need fo r  K eqyatta 's eaderahip . la r ly  in  1961* while a t i l l  

K ..LU branch secretary*  Mi b e te l went beyond the p a r ty 's  l in e  s ta t in g

th a t  hvnyatta should be released but be denied the lead ersh ip  and re*
2

s a in  an ord inary  c it iz e n , i t  appears th a t  he resigned because i n t i  e l
3

spread runcurs th a t  he wea alsh& ndllag party  funds.

i s  ecenber 1962 a European fencer frees Subukia. Q*H* Slaughter* 

jo ined  the  1UMJ branch c o m i t  tee a s  tre a su re r . His n o tlr e a  in  Joining 

the p a rty  ran be b e tte r  understood jy  quoting fro® a l e t t e r  he had 

cen t to fellow  fem e re  la  January 1962 asking fo r f in a n c ia l support 

fo r  1U1 U: 'T e r those of us who wish to  stay* •  for® o f  re g io n a lisa

;o eas  to  o f fe r  the beat Lope fo r the fu tu re  and fo r those who hare 

decided to  go* the  ease kind o f c o n s ti tu tio n  l a  aoet l ik e * /  to  produce 

co n d itions where th e re  i s  a  reasonable narkst fo r t h e i r  lend end property* 

The nature and ro le  o f kAb&'a Nakuru t ranch i s  b e t te r  understood 

in  the context o f It XU-k JltJ re la tio n s  a t  the n a tio n a l and lo ca l le re lo  

in  the period o f  1961- 3*

kJJF# p re ss  re le a s e  • 23*1 * 1962.

' 'jU'b. 16*1*19611 p .7 .

In te rv iew : £ * k u ie ri.

HXW*. G*k*ilaughter* c ir c u la r  l e t t e r *  3 .1 . 1962.  h e g io aa iim  was the 
c o n s ti tu tio n a l so lu tio n  advocated ty  k/Mi« see below.



■ tru rg le  between jUTO <ad K;:tJ, 1961-3

•  . ouj M Kenyatta v u  in deten tion  the p p  between the two 

p a r t i e s  neened bridgeaM t. K enyatta'a supmae lead ersh ip  o f Kenya's 

n a t io n a l i s t  movement vae above the munoane d iv is io n  between Mb 

and K. JU. I t  eeetDtd possib le tha t h ie  re lease  fron d e ten tio n  would 

end the deadlock and bring a ;o u t u n ity  ^atceen the r iv a l  p a r t ie s .

The Bain reason fo r  the ferae t i  on o f K..~ii wae the fe a r  on the p a r t  

o f  none m inority t r i t e a  of domination ly  the la rg e r  t r ib e  end the 

Kikuyu in  p a r t i  u la r .  Tha p a rty  bad not aa y e t had a d ie  tin e  t  ideo lo­

g ic a l p la t  fora i and in  terms of p o l i t ic a l  o rie n ta tio n  there  were few 

d iv is io n s  between K XU and K/JVU which did not e x is t  w ith in  K Kli i t ­

s e l f .  Tha slogan thuru ns Kenyatta (independence and Kanyatta/ was 

accep tab le  to both p a r tie s . In f a c t ,  ty  ugust 196i# lUXU'a laadera 

agreed th a t  Kenyotte would te  the f i r s t  h ie f M n ls te r  o f an f r lc a a  

government. 1 f t e r  the 196' general e le c t!  ~n both K-XU in  the Govern­

ment and K ITU in  oppoaition fought fo r  K enyatta 'a r e le a s e . Repeated 

attem pts were made ty  Kenyatta, while s t i l l  in  d e ten tio n , to  bring 

about a measure o f  unity  between the p a r t i t a .  Yhs f a i lu r e  o f such 

e f fo r t s  could be a ttr ib u te d  to  the physical absence o f  Kenyatta.

I t  i s  t ru e , however# th a t KALU's d ecis io n , in  p r i l  1961# to Join  

Government# leav ing  K'NC in  op p o sitio n , caused b i t te rn e s s  and r e -  

nen tsen t cn tha K KC side and in f la te d  k  IU 's opinion of i t s  own 

s tre n g th . In th ie  p eriod , p r io r  to  K enyatta 'a  re le a se  in  ugust 1961, 

in  te r -p a r ty  r e la t io n s  in  hakuru were r e la t iv e ly  relaxed# and no v io lan t 

clashes between the two p a r t ie s  were reported .

s  i t  turned o u t, K enyatta 'a  re lease  only in te n s if ie d  the d iv is io n  

-«• tween the two p a r t ie s ,  formal ta lk s  between the two a id es  fa ile d  to  

produce un ity  and even K enyatta 'a  th re a t  to form a  th ird  party  fa ile d

J N. rowley, o p . - i t . , pp. 217-8,



to  do the t r i c k .  The apprehensions of IUi>l and ih t  t r ib e s  i t  rep re­

sen ted  were m  s trong  u  m r *  and they concluded th a t K enyatta '*  

p e rso n a lity  alone was not a s u ff ic ie n t guarantee, la  30 . epteaber 

1961 JUDU re je c te d  K enyatta'e leadership* claiming h a t  he had always 

teen  a f-ikuyu t r i  b a l le t .  the te rn  tin e  they ia trodu  ed reg ions le a  

a s  th e ir  id e o lo g ic a l a lte rn a tiv e . Ihey concluded th a t only a  federal 

c o n s ti tu tio n  which would f le e  independent au th o rity  to  the vartus 

reg ions can safeguard the in te r e s ts  o f s ln o r l ty  t r ib e s .  Antagonism 

s  ready nourished by strong t r ib a l  and personal fe e lin g s  were re in fo rced  

by the hot issu e  o f cen tral I s a  versus re g io n s iis a . The c i r c le  was 

closed v.hen s t  the end of 0 tober 1961 Kenyatta accepted the presidency 

o f \L HO.J

ia  8 October 1961* two days before the f in a l breakdown o f the 

c o n s ti tu tio n a l ta~ks between K NU and k ,UJ.2 Kenyatta* s t ix l  not o f f ic ia l ly  

in  K Ml* cam  to  Nakuru as the sa in  speaker a t  a p u b lic  r a l ly  sponsored 

by both p a r t ie s .  S cu ffles  broke ou t afcout an hour before  kenyatta  a r­

r iv e d , follow ing the h o isting  of s  1UMJ flag  on on# s id e  o f the sp eak ers ' 

ro e tru a . In le a v i i*  h is  c a r . Kenyatta was "greetsd" ty  KrlU supporte rs  

with the slogan Ihuru na has>a. KenyatU in  h ie  speech condensed re­

gions I le a  ss  a  c o lo n ia l is t  trap  which could cause an o th er ongo. The 

p o lice  had to  in te rv en e  a t  the enu of K cnyatta 'a  speech a f te r  e.ftirgor* 

a K alenjin  le a d e r , reaarked: ' Kenyatta spoke in  Kikuyu, did we com

here to  be taught s  language." P o lice  moved in  again  when H Jfli'e 

p re s id e n t, U ichuru. was shouted down. KlUJ'a euppertern s t  th is  nesting  

were on the o f f e n s iv e . ' For then the fin a l s p l i t  between th e i r  party

C H <
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and K HU wan a foregone conclusion,

a o f f ic ia .  report re fe rrin g  to  Nakuru Motioned the  d e te r io ra tio n  

o f  & N0-1G .*C re la tio n e  following the breakdown o f  the one t i  tu t lone, 

ta ik a  in  Octooer l fj 6 L• There were numerous minor c laahea between /o a th  

wingers from both p a r t ie s .  K'LC’s  youth wingers, on tha whole, took 

the o ffen s iv e . The s itu a tio n  had n o t i  op roved by the end of 1961,  * 

major c la sh  occurred oa 11 Novsacer 1961 when about a hundred and eighty

youth wingers from both p a r t i ta  armed with pangas and s t ic k s  ware in -
?volved i  t a f ie rc e  b a t t le ,

i t  the end o f 196) Kai/8 's Nakuru branch aade i t a  p o s itio n  c le a r  

regard ing  the c o n s titu tio n a l issue * *tfe would la s t ly  fe e l  to warn the 

p u b lic  a t  large th a t K.-bU M abera and th s l r  supporters have f i r a ly  stood 

on th e i r  regionalism  policy  which they cannot a  tendon a t  a l l . " ^  From 

the c lo sin g  aonths o f x961 and u n t i l  the  eve o f Kenya’s  independence, 

Kaiinso (re g io n a iia a )  was a t  the c en tre  o f the p o l i t i c a l  controversy 

between tha two p a r t ie s ,  Hndialo becaM tha b a tt le  c ry  o f KUJ. £arly  

in  1962 u.Hurgor issued  a c le a r  warning -  "itegionaliaai o r c iv i l  war."

He ca lled  upon h is  K alenjin tribesm en to  sharpen th e i r  spears and wait 

fo r  the sound o f  tha w histle  s ig n a llin g  tha baginning o f  tha c iv i l  war, 

g a in s t th i s  background, tha second Lancaster House Conference 

opened in  February 1962 w ith the s in  of working out e  c o n s ti tu tio n  

accep tab le  to both p a r t ie s ,  t f t e r  f if ty -o n e  days o f hard neg o tia tio n  

an agreement was reached on a "framework c o n s titu tio n "  which was con­

sidered  by JUL4J as a  v ic to ry .^  K/Lfi's Nakuru -ranch became one of the

1 KM , MDIB 1961, pp. l i  18.

***i-, 9 .12.1961, p .7 .

/L . , Nku, dep .2/173• i  l l  Nakuru branch p re ss  a ta te a e a t ,  11,12,196J,

V . - . r g . r  and J .  Nottingham, "The Kenya General - le c t io n  o f 1963"*
Journal of M» dem nrlsa History, 2, I (196k), p,12«
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p i art supporting the jaJlabo  po licy , it tbs bsigh t o f  tbs second 

-a n c es to r House Conference Nckuru trench sent s  csble to  l^ e le  urging 

h is  to  p re s s  fo r  more control fo r the regionsl governments. "C ther- 

w ise ,"  they added, " a l l  our youth wings are ready fo r K 'L ti's n ea te r 

p la n ." ' The m ilitancy  of K/^B's Nakuru I ranch with regard  to regional* 

io a  must be seen in  the context o f the EVP with Nakuru a t  i t a  c en tre .

The EVP was a prospective  region in which the two po les o f the p o l i t i c a l  

situation  rubbed shoulders, cm the one hand there  liv e d  the ao st m ill* 

tant Kikuyu, asso c ia ted  with the KLFa and hungry fo r lan d . On the 

other hand* there  lived  the K alenjin tr ib e  eaten, in  th e i r  reserves* 

who formed the backbone of and who, no re than any o th e r tribe*

feared Kikuyu expanelon in to  th e ir  t r i b a l  te r r i to r y .  Besides* they 

a lso  had claims on .and in  the white Highlands. A f r o n t ie r  s i tu a tio n  

often s tim u la te s  the growth o f p o l i t i c a l  and id eo lo g ica l extremism.

The p o s itio n  o f IUbU within Nakuru and the L i s t r ic t  was even nore 

conducive to  the development of such m ilitancy . Whereas in  the town* 

and even more so in  ths d is tr ic t*  Knl/U was overv helming I y outnumbered 

y K NU / w ithin the broader framework of a fu tu re  reg ion  K l  na 

bound to  have th s  upper hand. I t  was only w ithin a re g io n a lls t  so lu tio n  

th a t  K DU'b Nakuru branch and i t s  lead ers  could hops to  have any s ig ­

n if ic a n c e .

The r e s u l t s  of the second ^ancesto r House conference seem to have 

boosted the confidence o f IUDU lead e rs  in  Nakuru considerab ly . Cm 18 

p r i l  1962* KaIU 's branch sec re ta ry  said  th a t although the Kikuyu 

supported heayatta* no revenge had bsen taken on them in  the MR> MU a re a s” 

o f ilgon  and North Nyanza and the SVP. But* he added* " i f  they do not 

leave w ithin a  month we w ill boycott th e i r  shops and any of th e i r



ac t iv it ie e . " 1

prospect o f . iving In i  region governed \y  lu iC  lovrlfth td  the 

o i.itA B cy in  K 'N t*8 ranks. P ir t ly  ag a in st th is  background KU a c t i ­

v i t i e s  o f  th a t t in e  Bust be seen. !n : e p tea te r  196? , a  K.T\ suspect 

who vss brought to  court confessed; "ve Intended to keep i t  ^ tb e  minify 

fo r  the K alenjin war."2

K/NU regarded the con-eonions they hod Bade a t  the Conference 

aa a t a c t ic a l  r e t r e a t  and had bo in te n tio n  o f lap lem en tii*  any fo ra  of 

fe d e ra l!  a* They had th e ir  own in te rp re ta tio n  o f the **fraaevortc con­

s t i t u t i o n ” vhich Kenyatta spelled  ou t l a  no un certa in  te re s  \h i le  

nddreaalng a KaHU r a l ly  in  NrJcuru on ?0 hay 196?. ‘cc^rding tc  a  

: p ec ia l Branch report*  Kenyatta said* while ta lk in g  a*out re g io n a lla s« 

th a t  "K/XU bought s  donkey thinking th a t i t  use e cow ... The outrooe 

i s  th a t Y NU wanted provin ee end K Jj wanted regi >na« ve both hare 

th a t  ve vented because they both anount to the  naae th in g . ' He cer­

ta in ly  had a recep tiv e  audience on th a t p o in t. At the cane sea tin g  * 

r f .l i je y c , the K l̂tU branch** chairman, addressed h la e e lf  to  Kurgor's 

c a l l  f c r  the K alenjin  to  sharpen th e i r  spears: 'Tie ^ i j e y f i ?  th a t

the lean ha knev he- to sake bovs . . .  The Ukuyu have known fo r eoae 

tinse how to sake guna . . .  The Lae know ho* to  rrake s h i e l d s . . . ”*

In May 196? Kenyatta*a visit* to  Hnkuru sparked o f f  a fresh  vave 

o f violence in  K kuru. Cn S aturday , 19 key 196?, a  day before the Ken­

ya t t e  ra lly *  about s ix  thouaand fr ican o  from the o u tly in g  D is tr ic t  

peured in to  Nakuru to  ce leb ra te  the  occasion. K W 'a  youth ving seenn 

to  have token the  o ffensive  and soae four hundred youth wingers froa

‘ */.:.* 19.6.196?* p .5 . 
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both *1 des were engaged in  a s tre e t  » n ttle  in  th« A frican location. 
S ig n ific an tly *  most o f tbn in ju red  v t r t  froa tha K XV t r l vea and Boat 

o f  tha a rre s te d  from Ki.'JQ t r lo e s . Tha po lice  In tervened with l t a  r io t  

sound using  ta a r  gas to dlaparaa tha b e llig e re n t crowd. Tha peilra also  

can t in ra in f  oread p a tro l a to prevent fu r th e r r lo ta  on tha day o f the 

rally/
For K-.i/U tha  pariod following tha second ancaa ta r House Confer* 

anca was a  m ixture o f  hope and an x ie ty , fit tha n a tio n a l level Ka : V and 

K HU en tered  a co a litio n *  on 11 A pril 1961* In  which each had an aqual 

number o f a in la t r ie a  with Kenyatta and hgala sharing tha leadarsh lp  of 

tha  governaent. I t  waa a f ru s tra t in g  axparlanca considering th a t tha 

two s i  dee were constan tly  a t  loggerheads on Boat Is su e s . Ia p a r t i ­

c u la r  th e re  was continuous controversy about the  re a ' meaning of tha 

Maiir.-o c o n s t i t u t i o n /  Thera was a raa l fe a r  in  K/ rtJ q u arte rs  th a t an 

eventual K HU m ajo rity  would not honour the c o n s ti tu tio n .

With i t s  p recarious p o s itio n  a t  tha centra* K ttJ aade conr ertad

e f f o r t s  to  s tren g th en  i t s  c la ia  fo r  a  fed era l so lu tio n  on tha ground,

i s  p a r t o f th is  campaign Hekuru was Bade* a t  a specia l ceremony* tha

c ap ita l o f JUSU»a R if t  Valley Region. On ?9 «fcJy 1962 about f iv e  thouaaad

KtDU supporte rs  attended the Hallrbo atone-lay ing  cerenony a t  Hekuru.

Ngala ceBantad s ig h t  atones to g a th er and then jumped on thea shouting 

"Kejlaho fo r aver'*. He c la laed  th a t  KAHU laadere  agreed to regional ia *  

and declared th a t  Hfcy th i s  c o n s ti tu tio n  we avoid d ic ta to rsh ip  and domin­

a tio n  by a few p e o p le .^  The p o lic e  tock sp ec ia l precaution# to  preven t 

v io le n t outbreaks during the cerenony and oaly  one a in o r  inc iden t was 

rep o rted . 2

2±lL> 21. 5. 1962* p . l |  22. 5. 1962* p .5 l  26.6.1962. p .5 .
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ihe Ltate of anxiety accompanied by an increasing sense of 
insecurity intensified the animosity of the 1UDU tribes towards K/JIU 
and the Kikuyu in particular. This was clearly expressed by the branch 
chairman of the Baluhya Political Union while addressing a seating in 
Nakuru: "They are going to cause trouble in North and Elgon Nyanza.
oome Kikuyu have been paid to kill Muliro and Wahuge. We as a tribe 
have been ignored too long and must occupy seniorpoete. We are pre­
pared to resort to physical violence to achieve our rights." The seat­
ing demanded the expulsion of all Kikuyu traders from North and Elgon 
Nyanza." In September 1962 Murgor again threatened, on behalf of 
the Kalenjin, to fight in the forest. He demanded the clearance of 
the Kikuyu from the Rift Valley forests giviî  them a month's notice.
If they did not clear out themselves, he warned the Kalenjin would 
do it.2 An official report for October 1962 stated that "tribal tension 
continues to be a matter for concern in the District especially in the 
areas bordering the Kalenjin reserve."̂

Strong tribal feelings were aroused in the latter part of 1962 
by the presence in Kenya of the Regional Boundaries Commission whose 
task was to draw the boundaries of the proposed six regions. The mere 
working presence of the Commission gave KADU some reassurance regard­
ing the future of regionalism. More inportantly, the Commission let 
loose all the potential tribal chauvinism inherent in Kenya's conplex 
tribal geography. Almost every fraction of a tribal group was invited* 
or took upon itself* to submit a memorandum and give evidence to the 
Conanission. It seemed that Pandora's box had been opened. The result 1

1EAS, 10.9.1962, p.5- 
2ĵ c* 25.9.1962, p.5.
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•a s  a verba l orgy in  which aany t r i b a l  groups demanded tbs fu i f l  sen t 

of th e i r  w ildest expansionist drsaas and explained they 414 ao t 

want to  l iv e  u r ie r  the saas roof as  th s l r  n e lg h o u rirg  t r ib a l  group. 

Attempts v srs  sade to s s t t l s  old sco rss  sad o ld  r iv a l r l s a  u r »  rsv iv sd . 

The fiVP s in g  th s  a ss tlsg  p lace of so assy t r i b a l  groups waa subject 
to nope than its  f a i r  share o f t r ib a l  « feauviniaa.

Tbs Nnkuru branch of th s  baluhya s e e d s  t i  on, * h i 1s t  so t in ­

dulging in  drawing naps, tock ths opportunity  to  s s t t l s  t h s l r  sco res  d t h  

th s  Kikuyu and th s  Laoi "IUving looked around fro s  evolving p o l i t i c a l  

manoeuvres in  Kenya ths Abaluhya r e je c t  tbs n a tiv e s  o f  soas oth*»r t r ib e s  

towards th e i r  a la s  and o b jec tiv es , who have tho in te n tio n  o f dominating 

the o th e r t r ib e a  and ae tab liah  such dosdnattd t r ib e s  aa th e i r  o© alee  

or a l l i e s  a f t e r  tb s  B ritic*  ru le  ,,S Ths Kikuyu Union, on ths other 
hand, was sore s p e c if ic  in  p u tting  forward tbs csss o f tb s  Ukuyu in  

th s  i i s t - i o t  who regarded theaoeives a s  an In teg ra  p a r t  of the area  

which t h s l r  av as t had belpsd to develop.

The Cooed sa l on revealed that tribsd  tsnaioas existed  not only 

arroaa ths l ia s  dividing K W! and JUl*C. Ironically* fc-UV suffered 

frm  internal tens!one sore than K HI, «x s  way K *L* *hich vaa formed 

under the banner o f protection o f ths minority tribes* wee now payin# 

ths penalty fo r  bringing parochialism  to the foreground of natiia 

p o lit ic s*

Ths B e lu g a  P o l i t i  a i  Caion sought tc have s  prv Joed nan t  y . bs- 

luhya region vhi k would a lso  in c io d s  r e s  im portant p a r ts  of th s  BVi 

and o th e r t r i b a l  a re as ,41 The ' ba uhya a lso  wanted K ita ls .  ths c an tra .

. anger and J.Bottingha*. op. I t .* pp* 13-1®* 21-3.
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tovn of Tmne-Htoia . ls t r lc t .  to t« the cap ita l o f th e ir  rag i'v i. Tha 

»est K a len jin  n trong .y opposed th is  p lan. T ha lr re je c tio n  was nads 

la  very strong te rn s : "Bohinc our faa liag s  11a deep g r lo f o f d is­

possession. oppression. pares n tlon  and even re je c tio n  fc*os both tba 

: uropoaaa and tba Bukueu.^ . . .  Thcaa paoplaa ha rt 'ganged up' againat 

ue and they would aval low up our land r  the Trane Hroia - and would chaw 

up tha id e n tity  o f our t r ie s . "  They re jected the p lan to nake K it t le  

the  cap ita l of the i-fcelufaya region evoking th e ir  h is to ric a l rig h te  to 

the area "Be. tha bataot. beat Pckot and Marnkwet have not forgotten 

our homeland."1 2 T h a ir poa ition  aa contrary to  tha t adopted by tha 

K a le n jin  P o lit ic a l / llia n c a  w ith which the Weat K a lan jin  ongreaa van 

associated. Qua wondara against whoa ware tha rfeat K a len jin  trib e s ­

men sharpening th e ir  spears.

Thia i s  on^y one exaeple o f what ensued. I t  w ill  be reca lled
p

th a t  in  uguat 1962 the j.UK vaa formed in  p ro te s t  ag a in s t "Kikuyu 

.'oadnation" and th a t  in  Heveneer th a t  y ear Paul kgei lad  tha Ka*;a out 

o f K..WJ. Kenya eoeaed to fca on the verge o f coap la ta  d is in te g ra tio n  

on tha eve of i t a  independence.

Thia p rocess o f apparent d is in te g ra tio n  did no t a f fe c t  the p o li­

t i c a l  s i tu a t io n  in  Hakuru to  any s ig n if ic a n t  degree. N either W nor 

;PP had any e f f e c t  cn &JIU* Jfor K/HU in  Hakuru 1962. as aean e a r l i e r .  

*aa a  y e a r of recovery and increased  u n ity . IU I« 'e  Nakuru branch s in i -  

la r ly  did net s u f fe r  fron th^ tensions whi h began to  s h a tte r  the 

p a r ty 's  united  f ro n t .  The ibalufaya and the K alanjin  ware s t i l l  firm ly 

u n ited . Moat o f  the Kalanjin in  Hakuru did not cone fron tha groups 

whleh had t e r r i t o r i a l  d ispu tes with the Abaluhys. In g en era l, in  th«

1. n ib a lu t^ a  s u b - tr ib a  whose le ad e r was H .* iH ro . V W i  vice p re s id en t.

2K*i. Ooveninent House 3 /73 . Menomndu* to tha  Regional Boundaries 
' o m issio n  by the  sea t K alanjin  ongrese. undated.

\ h Wwernnent House 3/73. Henorandum to the Regional Boundaries 
onsisalon  by tha K alanjin P o l i t i c a l  A lliance, undated.



oct* s i i i t a n t  atnosphare of urban p o l i t i c s ,  th# parockl a l ie n  which 

th rea tened  K. M *a un ity  such Is a s  re lev an t. Ib* s a in  confron ta tion  

was s t i l l  careen IUi4J and k HU. K. .At in  Kaburu had acou ired  a au— ntua 

o f  i t s  ova, independent o f i t s  o rig in a l sour.#  o f  in s p ira t io n , th s  

ru ra l  reserv es  o f  ths adnority  tr ib o a . I t  had transcended th • p a r ty 's  

in heren t p a ro c h ia iis a  to  bocoai p r ia a r i .y  a p o l i t ic a l  and id eo lo g ica l 

a l te rn a t iv e  to th e  c e n tr s lia n  of *L i l  I t  i s  in  th is  l ig h t  th a t oaa 

cunt see the c l a i a  th a t  hakuru was the uack. one of th* na tions. K...Lb’, 1 

although sca t o f the p a r ty 's  n a tiona l loaders had t h s i r  p o l i t ic a l  

tan* in  the ru ra l  a reas .

1963 opened with n v io le n t in te r-p a r ty  c la sh . On 6 and 7 January 

1963 supporters o f  the two p a r t ie s  clashed in  ths f r lc a a  Location 

and the p o lice  had to  ia te rv en s  to re s to re  o rd e r. Three Aiauuhya were 

taken to  h o sp ita l and th i r ty  people vers a rre s te d . The p o lice  again 

considwraoly in c reased  th e i r  p a tro ls  to  prevent fu r th e r  d is tu rbances, 

branch lead ers  o f  both p a r t i s s  vers in v ited  by the p o lic e  and naked to 

co-operate  in  preven ting  f la re -u p s  o f  pc i t i c a l  v io len cs . This *as 

a  prelude to the 1963 g enera , e le c tio n  campaign.

Th# 1963 g en era l e le c tio n  which was to he held in  May was of 

g re a t iaportanc*  to  the fu tu re  o f *«aya use to  the p a r t i e s  concerned.

Ths p a rty  to win ths e ls e t io n  was to  land the country in to  independence, 

with the p r in c ip le  of haJlgho being disputed* i t  be can# in  reusing jy 

c :e a r  th a t  th* in te rp re ta t io n  o f th e  winning party  would p re v a il ,  on 

the whole, 1NU looked the s tro n g e r c o n te s ta n t. The d e se rtio n  o f  th* 

haaba had a sobering e f fe c t  cn th# p a r ty . K enyntta'a au th o rity  w ithin 

the p a rty  had a t  l a s t  been f in e ly  e s ta b lish e d  and the  d if fe re n t  fa c tio n s

Interview : *..Hulerl« - . l a b i a l ,
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- i t i i in  the party  decided to  declare a  true# la  order to  stamd up to

the occasion. KaLU ♦ on tho o ther bond, suffered from in . rwasinc

s t r a in s  and looked ra th e r the loee e ffe c tiv e . In Hokum* K l'*o

e le c to ra l  v ic to iy  in  1961 *me a d ire c t  re s u l t  o f  K JW's disunity* I t

could no t re ly  on th is  in  19^3. imrly in  1963 Kenyatta announced

th a t  th e re  would be no independent X<JIC ■ and idate  in  the  fortbconlng 
2g en era l e lec tion*

in  1C  February 1963 rep re se n ta tiv e s  of KAHU d iv is io n s  in  Nakuru 

d i s t r i c t  met to choose the caad ldatas fo r  the three D is t r i c t  con­

s titu e n c ie s*  H*A.Qneho* s  luo , as chosen to etsnd fo r  H^kuru Town 

sent* Fred Kubsi* s  Kikuyu* fo r Nakunt le s t  and J.inaaai* a Niiuhja* 

fo r  Nakuru West. V* Iljeyo* Nekuru branch chairman* was choaea as 

the candidate fo r  the Upper Bouse*'

In  the background of these noainations there *aa an in te re s tin g  

cane o f e t r ib a l  a s s o c ia tio n 's  involvement in  the p o l i t i c a l  p rocess. 

J .C s lr  UtorSt the chairman of the Luo Union* in d ica ted  h is  d esire  to  

ctnnd fo r  the Kakuru Town n e a t. At the sane tin e  i t  van already  kne • n 

th a t B./.Lneko would be pu t forward an the p a r ty 's  o f f i c i a l  candidate. 

f a e tt in g  of the  Luo Union was convened to  s o r t  out the problem, 

snowing th a t supporting J  L a ir Cdera would be a  b la ta n t anti-K  HU act* 

and not wantli* to  jeopard ise  the chances of tasks* the  Luo* the sea t­

ing resolved to  support the l a t t e r .  Theemeting a lso  discussed the came 

o f H.Oduor* ano ther Luo* who wanted to  con test the Tlskuru West sea t.

I t  was decided th a t  i t  would be u n fa i r  foi- Luos to  co n ten t two o f the 

th ree : i e t r l c t  see to . Both C sir Cdem and Gducr accepted the uo

1c*. anger and J.Aottiugham* cp.- i i ,  . pp. 6 -9 . 

.■* 10.6.1963* P * l.
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Union’s ru lin g .^

The c holes o f  Cfeieko was an as tu ts  p o l i t ic a l  manoeuvre. For the 

Luo w ith th a i r  strong sans# o f t r ib a l  s o l id a r i ty  ha was a tribesm an.

This kept the d is s a t is f ie d  Luo in  Nakuru in  lin o . For tha Kikuyu ha 

was c lo se ly  assoc iated  with Kenyatta whose p r iv a te  sec re ta ry  ha was* 

l a s t l y  fo r  the m ili ta n t Kikuyu ha was associated  with Hau Mau and had 

served a long term in  detention. The involvement of F.Kubai in  Nakuru 

i s t r i c t  p o l i t i c s  was also a move to  contain the Kikuyu m ili ta n ts .

With independence approaching* i t  became c lea r  th a t a t l£ a s t  on the 

Question o f tha European lands the R if t  Valley m ili ta n ts  were a p o te n ti­

a l ly  strong  opposition . Hubei* who had been c lo se ly  lin k ed  with llou 

Mau*seemed an e ffe c t iv e  tro u b le-sh o o te r.

When towards the end o f 1962 KADU'e lead e rs  le a r n t  o f K ffU’s  pro­

posed candidates they showed no s ig n s  of discouragement. The branch 

sec re ta ry  said : ”Ve are not a fra id  o f  anybody, we b e liev e  th a t Nakuru 

g ives support to  KADU*" KADU's confidence found expression  when he 

continued: "We s h a ll  a lso  decide whether o r not people l ik e  Kenyatta 

w ill be allowed in to  the R if t  Valley Region." * 2 * * l a t e r  when no cracks 

were v is ib le  in  KaNU’s fro n t they re a lis e d  th a t  a firm  Kikuyu-Juo 

a ll ia n c e  was probably in v in c ib le . 5 At one stage a p roposal was brought 

to  KADU’s committee to  phy sica lly  in c ap a c ita te  Cfceko c lo se  to the 

e le c ti '®  day so th a t KAlfU would no t be able to  put forward a fresh  can­

d id a te ; i t  was rejected.** KADU’s obvious choice was the incumbent,

W.Wabuge. At one stage Wabuge declined  and a lo ca l de lega tion  urr«d
■

the n a tiona l leadership to  persuade him to  stand  again . K *.U’s p o s itio n

Interview : A.A.A.Macarding.

2i£AS* 27.12.1962* P-5.

•'Interview : E .M uleri.

t ln te i^ ie w : Z .Im b is i.
\L_:» 0 .1 9 6 3 *  P*5.



in  *nkun» sseaed to throve when on 6 Nay 196? R.^Kuboka, now the 

P* candidate, responded to tb* election pact between K>.DV and J T  

ly  stepping down and calling on bin supporters to rot* for »sb^e. 

naoug* declared, ooaewhat over-op tin i a tica lly , that this would guaraataa 

KAj C 's victory. la reality* however* APP bad a veiy snail following 

la  Nakuru. Evan this support was far fsoa guavantsad whan about a 

waak bo fore the alacticn the -PP branch secretary resigned froa tb* party 

calling on P.Ngei to land tbo Kane* triba back to K‘NU. kith a good 

aanaa of p o litica l real Isa be added: M 11 people of Kenya should hare

a stabls Jovarnaant and the biggest tribes of & nya should taka part 

in the movement. The PP is  depriving the Wakaala of this right.'

The e lec tio n  cospaign vaa* on the whole* a peacefu l one* p a r tly  

due to p o lic e  s t r ic tn e s s ,  in  order to  ease the tension  no professions* 

no p a rty  uni fores* o r  p a rty  dances were allowed in th e  town.

The e lec tio n  re s u lts  wars a s  follow s: R. .Uisko -  7*536* *•
4tfa.ug* -  4*905; S. .Kuboka -  20. K. Mb's v ic to ry  was hardly  su rp ris in g  

tmfa^pg in to  considera tion  th a t tb s  Kikuyu and i uo alone formed about 

tw o*thirds o f Koksru’P African  popu la tion , oaqpsrwd w ith  the 196: 

general e lec tion*  however* KAtfJ's achievement was a lso  very lsp re o o iv t. 

Not jxC j  did they acre than double th e i r  to ta l  vots* but they a lso  in* 

creased th e ir  p roportion  from about JO°/o to  a Unit 4O0/ o .  This was re ­

mark* b is  considering th a t in  the Abaluhya reserve  K.JVU achieved con* 

s id e reb la  su ccesses .^  T his was an o th er proof th a t the  Ahaluhya 

tr ib e a a sa  in  Nskuru did n o t nodal t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  behaviour on the re*

j ^ *  7.5.1963* p .5 . 

2m *  22.5.1963* p .5 .

3&U, 20. 4. 1963* p . l .  «6/i>.v/l% M ,dep.2/173* i>.C. to  H iro. Nskuru. 7 .5 .1963 .

 ̂< 28. 5* ̂  96.̂  *p« 1 .
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Hurt than two hundred Kikuyu and :uc c a s t r a te d  1  W m  v ic to ry  

and the achievement o f  Kenya's in te rn a ! self-governm ent on 1 June 19*2 

vy  storm ing the , f r ic a a  L c a tio n 's  s t r e e t#  shouting "we want tha < ia -  

.! uhya". oora o f  houses belonging to  K/MI supporters ware smashed open 

and severed occupants wart in ju red . Tha p o l l 'a  had again  to  c a l l  In  

tha r io t - s q u a d /  l a t e r  in  June Konyatta cade h is  f l r a t  o f f ic ia l  v i s i t  

to  Nekuru. Hie message van c o n c il ia to ry > "ivory  one in  Konya aunt 

fo rgo t tha d iffo rencoa of tha p ast and *oxk togothor to  bu ild  a  nation

The p o l i t i c a l  developments o f tha non tha follow ing the e lec tio n  

have to be eoon in  re la tio n  to  the th ird  Lcsaatex Sou as oafsroace 

which van to ba hold in  aptaabor 1962* There the l a a t  b a tt le  regard* 

ing  the c o n s ti tu tio n  of independent Kenya was to be fought out between 

b  ffV and KAHJ.

I e ss  than a  fo r tn ig h t had elapsed a f te r  e le c tio n  day whan Kooya 

declared th a t "Regionalism i s  buried* V  -uch statem ents caused a in rn

and in te n s if ie d  the apprehensions in  KAltf u a r te re . - t  a  ra i-y  held 

in  Hokum on 20 Ju ly  1962 to  c e le b ra te  - l l pbo sy l .T .  rap Mol, the 

p re s id en t of the R if t  Vnlley Regional Aceemoly, said  th a t  i f  K-JOI 

ignored Hailm tc. KAItf would daaand conpleU  autoaooy fo r  the reg ion . 

Wgala anted Kenya t t a  th a t  i f  ha allowed b ase  I f  to  be stayed by Mtoya* 

views he would fin d  h ln e e lf  In "oerloua t r o u b le " /  The apprehension* 

o f  tUM  and the K alenjin  in  p a r t ic u la r  fu r th e r  grew an a r e s u l t  o f a  

fresh  In flu x  o f  Kikuyu in to  the R if t  Valley which began eoon a f t e r  

K onyatta 'c government took o f f ic e .  The th re a t o f Kikuyu o>panc.ion in ts

li_ i*  2 .6 .19^3«p.l«  7 .$ .1 9 6 jt p .U  

i 2t#6il9^3» p . 1 .

\  anger and J.H ottingfcaa, o p . c l t . » p- 18.
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«r«M  claimed ty  the Kalenjin seemed imminent end the in te n tio n  to  

ab o lish  th e  Hglimbp con stitu tio n  was seen ss  J u s t  a p re lle in e iy  

measure to  th a t end. The land and the  c o n stitu tio n a l is su e s  becase 

in te r r e la te d  p a r t ly  because K,.tfJ lead ers  saw i t  as aa e ffe c t iv e  aeaas 

fo r  securing  the K alen jin 'a  support. K-W  leaders eeeaed dele rained  

to  r e s o r t  to  any means in th e ir  a t te a p t  tc  selvage Helimbo. Heny wild 

rpeechoa and a ta te a e n t s  were aede In  the eon the preceding the con­

s t i tu t io n a l  conference. There was constan t reference to  aa approaching 

c iv i l  war* to  the blocking of the R if t  Valley roads to  atop the 

rdkuyu influx* and to  the expulo. >n o f the Kikuyu and Luo free  the 

L i f t  Valley Region, -one ac tio n s  were a lso  taken. K alen jin  tribesmen 

cane dovn froa t h e i r  reserve e s ta b lish in g  thease lvss a s  i l le g a l  

s q u a tte rs  in  the  s e t t le d  a reas  of the R ift Valley. One o f these axvas 

as  the Menetgai H ill  bordering Nskuru. Their e f fo r t s  were concentrated 

on Kakuru l e t r l c t .  K bC o f f i c i a l s  were hwrolve din th ese  opera tions.

A d iaagreeaen t between lUIAI's Nakuru branch and the  p a r ty 's  

n a tio n a l leadersh ip*  as w ell as suboeouent developments suggest* how­

ever* th a t KADO leaders did not rea^jr mean un iaess. -a rly  la  Ju ly  1963 

some o f KLU'e n a tio n a l leaders  s ta te d  th a t the p a r ty 's  youth wing 

should be run down. This p lan  was s tro n g ly  opposed by Nakuru branch 

o f f i c i a l s  who th rea tened  to  clous down the p a rty  o f f ic e s  in  the t l s t r l c t  

i f  i t  vent through. They pu t forward a  counter p lan  to  increase the 

s i r e  o f the b ran ch 's  yeugh ving making i t  "as big a fo rce as p o ssib le* .

b ranch 's  sta tem en t explained; "we need ee big n fo rce  ee p o ssib le  

to  serve our people i a  the t l e t r l c t  end the Regie* a s  w e ll.” L.T. rap 

Moi r e p r e s e n t ! ^  the na tio n a l headquarters was forced to  co n ced e /

The twakening o f  the p a r ty 's  most e f fe c t iv e  C trl king force a t  e  time 

when they »ere launching th e i r  "w arlike" campaign* seemed strange to

KJIVPC 1/327* Review o f the s e c u r i ty  s itu a tio n  in  th e  R ift Valley 
Region* 17*9* 1963* pp. 1- 6| 11.9* 1963* pp. 1-6.

i#-W* 3.7.1963* P»5»



to  say the  1 # M t. national lead ers  vara pro t a b ly  already

p laan lng  th a i r  r a t  m a t and they did not v u t  th a i r  heads to  be 

forcad by party  a i l iU a ta  who sigh t taka th a ir  ax b o rU tio aa  se rio u s ly . 

Nakuru branch le ad e rs  ware not p a r t o f  tba party  na tio n a l laadarahip  

and did no t have th a i r  national p o l i t ic a l  careers to  consider. For 

than tha p o l i t i c a l  future was in  the Hi f t  Vail ay Kegion aad i t  dapandad 

wholly on tha in p lan aa ta tio n  of tha regional c o n s ti tu tio n . In tha 

l ig h t  o f  th in  ona cam aaaaaa tha aridanc# th a t K~bL Nakuru branch re­

mained fa i th fu l  to  the party  aad l t a  declared p o lic ie s  to  tha aad. *

f t a r  tha  th ird  lane a s te r  House Conference, ban i t  bocaaa c lea r 

th a t  tha fu tu ra  ran  with KaNU, and th a t  HaJlnte wan a  lo o t cane, h, ».U 

n a tiona l laadarn  a ta r tad  to  croaa th a  floor# I ro n ic a lly , ona o f the 

f i r s t  war W.hurgor who had thraatanad to  blew hia w faiatla. N#J.

•roney fro* Nandi followad s u it  and T.Tewet from K ipalg ia  daclarad 

h la a s lf  independent.* fcarly in  Uecaaber 1963 R/^U'a whip, £ . i .  

r-arskhala, tha Mululgra, jo ined K MV c a llin g  fo r  tha m an ia lng  K LU 

supporters to  do tha sane. Ilia a ta ted  mason was th a t  ha would U  

in  a b a t te r  p o s itio n  to help  h is  people fron w ithin tba  Ocvenwent. '

A p a tte rn  was s a t  to r  tha fu tu re  in te rn a l p o l i t ic a l  r e la t io n s  in  Kenya, 

by which p o l i t i c a l  opposition  wou d be in t  op ra ted  r a th e r  than a .ln in a U d  

whenever i t  was p o ss ib le . K i-U was ev iden tly  in  s  p rocess o f die* 

in te g ra tio n . Nakuru branch* in  s p i t#  o f tha d e se rtio n s  s t  tha top, 

reaalaed  apparen tly  s tan d fas t and date rained to usher tha pa rty  in to  

independent Kenya.

Interviews a .Mu l a r i « i .  la b ia l .

$1#



W o

But crefi the  loyal local branch aaaaa to have lo o t  l t a  l ^ e t u s .

In  the ■uacipal e lec tion*  hold la  Octobor 196} lOJC *©« seventeen o f 

the  e ighteen  s e a t* . the rtaalw ing one being Independent. I t  wee 

n o t the r e e e l te  but the E/DO branch 's perforaance on the  eve of the 

e le c tio n  which ind ica ted  a t  lean t a teap^rery d ec lin e . UTM had 

f  roa lsed  to  put up a strong f ig h t to  win the nua icipel oouacil o f 

the  Kegion'o c o i t a l .  When noaination* closed , however* only one 

c f f i c i a l  E*«i candidate had been re g is te re d , luflf naked 1 U  aupporU ra 

to  vote fo r  a  c e r ta in  naaber of independent cand idates. but Boat of

these denied any p a rty  a f f i l i a t io n .

I t  was cywbolic and Boswvhat iro n ic a l th a t  i t  was K.HuUtni» 

one o f the  founders of EA1W i s  Wokuru, now chairman o f  E- HU's Nakuxu 

d iv ision*  who daclarad  a f to r  the m m icipal e la c tio n  th a t  "the re e u .te  

chow oeyond doubt th a t Hekuru la  a  E W town' . 3 Thin van iadoed the

tru th .

~.ut 8.10.1963* P -J-
.  I
* u s *  y j } 91963* p«5. 
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KwtxrtJ-dii in  UJuturt I r i t .U  M gclpU cac 

■xJ.ui.ya t to d a U n n

1937 -  35) 1958 -  79l i 960 -  69) 19& -  95 1 19*3 -  390.

i-o ta tto lttl imaoclfttlo*!,

H anae B uria l Id -o c lo t j

1958 -  105) 1999 -  891 I 960 -  75» 1961 « 10« 1962 -  10. 

flutooteo ^roKrowelvo Union

1960 -  5 0 | 1961 -  9»| 196; -  8l .

b—arach l -nlon

1958 -  15 l 1939 -  *5» I960 - 20} 1961 -  50|  19&: -  *»1* 

1963 -3 0 .

ItUkho 1 rogr»a«l»» • o c lc ty

1961 -  2 9 | 1962 -  35.

1999 .  Ho aesb w s) i 960 -  101 1961 -  W | 196? -  65)

1963 -  70 .

Wanctt Union

1957 -  27i 1999 •  *7l I 960 -  66; 1961 -  75i 196? -  100. 

onla fo io s

1957 -  1831 1959 -  1931 I960 -  l? « l 1961 -  **0|  1961 -  15» 

196? -  201 1963 -  23.

T lr lk l  Hdalo sc o d a tlo P

1958 -  88) 1959 -  1*0|  i 960 -  loo* 1961 -  60; 196;: -  1 1c , 

X96t -  60.

Sunyala oclblaL

199k -  26) 1956 -  71) 1958 -  120| 1999 -  1231 1961 -  50)

1962 -  50.





ftraocl 'USD

Luo Uniat
1959 -  236, I960 -  236, 1961 -  JOO, 1962 -  1963 -  6a .

. , ; . - t i o n r J  MQOCUUflRa 

Union
1958 -  175 , 1959 -  210, 1961 -  220, 1962 -  239, 1963 -  .60.

l«go :t:cr.r Union
1957 -  81, 1958 -  95, 1959 -  106, I960 -  13, 1961 -  29,

1962 -  39, 1963 -  29.

•vnt nad Vtect ItanS

1937 -  66, 1958 -  66, i 960 -  86, 1961 -  23, 196, -  ; 5 ,

1963 -  22.

' T  MTW- Lnlaa
1997 . 85, 1958 -  376, 1959 -  612, I 960 -  622,  1961 -  310, 

1962 -  330, 1963 -  300.

Ky-acht-omro
1959 -  65, I960 -  19, 1961 -  28, 196 •  60,  1963* 75.

aaabo Unlga
1959 -  126, i 960 -  8b, 1961 -  25, 196 -  .-5, 1963 -  >-5. 

Uyon CTlloa
1958 -  ltone; 1959 -  30, 1960 -  22, 1961 -  19 , 196. -  20,

X963 -  20 .

K/- •fulu Union
1999 -  1C| I960 -  12 \ 196? -  12l 19̂  -



-  lQCoUomu ■.W tii-U oii 

&£& -nd t  o l l y  t ; a x l ( . t l «

i960 .  561 1961 - 66} 19& -  50| 196. -  66.

. ^ 2f.

1963 -  20.  

r - ^ w  Union.

1959 -  80} i960 -  99} 1961 -  1091 196. 120} 1963 -  12*.

1958 -  60} 1999 -  *1 |  I960 -  69} 1961 -  *0 .

1 w.o r# u ir  -  War » « » )>

195« -  .-*1 1999 -  » l  1961 -  *1.

luro R g -r -  Urwufg sub-branch

1999 -  90s I960 -  231 1961 -  r j}  19& -  2*» 1963 -  01.

K-lhndB ■«eocl*ttgn

1999 -  061 i 960 -  ?5} i 960 -  18.

logo fingar -  K»uitatd gub-bransh

1999 -  19t I960 -  19l 1961 -  20} 1963 -  15.
loro -  Karakul nub-branch

1956 -  10) 1999 -  I61 I960 -  181 1961 -  16) 1962 -  38. 

l«co Karm* -  foluo nub-branch

1959 .  28} I960 -  33) 1961 -  22) 1962 -  ?3) 196; -  .8.

-  lo c a t io n s  - ^ l -  t.l£A 

Kroodho rrulur amj freopln soocl .tlcc
1937 -  18} 1958 -  261 1959 -  26) 1961 -  28.

rare ftrandu ■ SbCcla.Ua),

1961 -  20) 196.’ -  191 1963 -  l i .



M B

1963 -  23.

M f l B  m  M M I
‘ T ^ n -  P * w »t locational aaeociation M ia tin * )

196C -  201 1961 -  201 1962 •  20 j 196^ -  12.



: g w m  U '
colony and iro ta c to ra te  of U agn -  f r lc a a  Labour 

« « a . 19*7 ( U U m  13 « d  1 3 ) | 19*6 (ta b la a  3 and 

12 ) .  n a ly s la  o f frloana  Q ^ l  eyed on Monthly o r  

30 day t ic k e t  pay. -bowing t r ib e  by d i s t r i c t  

(Xakuru Town) Hoo- g r lc u ltu re  (inc lud ing  w i t  no—  

and ju re n lle o ) .

Tear K arlroadot Luo> Kikuyu
K la iit Haragoll Labu* Maru

1967 5 .i< 5 1,683

1968 7.026 1*772

Kenya Labour -ap artaen t Annual Import -  A fricans In  

fcsyloynanti T ribal L i s t i l  bu tton  o f Adult Males 

w ith in  i’ro v in ces. MaJcuru T ow , 1956 •  p«35l 1957 -

p.J5> 1958 -  |.3 3 l  1939 -  p .3 5 l I960 -  p .3 6 |

196) -  p.33.

u .  | —  ■ a s . .
Abaluhya Maru

193% 8,4u8 (66.6°/o) 1.399 (1 2 .7 % )

1936 10.566 (66. 1% )  2.281 ( 13 . 8®/o)

1957 9 .U 7 (68.7®/o) 1.968 (16.7*/o )

1958 3.373 (36.3°/®) 3.039 (3 0 .9 % ) 1.562 (1 3 .7 % )

1939 3.606 (29. 5% )  3.662 (2 9 .8 % ) 2.383 (20. 6% )

i 960 2,801 (26.7°/®) 3.323 (31.7*/o) 2.728  (26  % )
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t H U d U  M B t t l  o f f ic ia l

anu<u Htportg o f tha L oadssioner fo r  Lrcal Oov^rnaant* W l»  19J5i

19*5* l f* 6, 19*»«-50

tenjr* Labour spartaant* -jiny*l ::*pv.rtL. 19*9* 19%* 1955* 1961 • 

Africa* A ffairs apartncnt* 'nimal kaport. 1951 •

Last A frica* i r o ta c tc r a te ,  . 2ypc-ft. 1906.

jraua". H»port o f  tha P rincipal Nodical Offlcar* 190®. 

rep o rt o f tb» Mat! to i.bQ or p w I obI jp . 1912-1913.

faaask ° f  *»» t o — I  <0»in».i>  Mr. Ju a ttc *

i n t h t t ) ,  1927.

■ opart pb  t*U v«  Irl^uaalo  (P h i l ip ,  fi^port). 19*5. 

n trd lM p e t to  «eond tho l tv  re la t in g  to iw lU p . 1  - p v .n w tn t .  1920. 

.^.port on f r lc a n  U cour -m m m . 19*>7. 19W .

U n o r tr t  -w luY w rat and lsx*s  la  £era», 1968- 1960.

h n o r to *  M ia m i, -MPlago ln  j^ M i .  1962.

Hen» PopMlt tlftn; .ftgug. 1962.

Biua Books* 19J K* 1955. 

t a i l . t l c a l  < h r t r . p t .  1955-1962.

o r l i . ld .  r.w.< lf>» i r l r in f  qnd Grr''
of K u Kau, Govarnmont Houaa*

iarkar* H.*

Nairobi* 196c .

, f P o l i t i c  T - * " of 0o^ r » ) f t a U >

j ^ g ^ i  c o lo n i i  1 O ffico . 19^*9.

-OU|T««

Th. fo i l  ovine fcoporto - r e  conoulted « t tho UniV*r *i ^  ^

U b m 7  ( th o , are ^ c r o f i l .  « « fiM  of a w i d  f r o .  th .  Konya

N a tio n s  - r c h iro o , I ta irc h ih



r.'akurt - i a t r l c t  i w r t i , 1912-15. 1916-15. W 7 -1 3 . 1927.

1955-19%. 1952* 1956-1962.

1959-7 the s t r i c t  v u  known a s  Kckuru- 

Naivacha - l e t r l c t  and between 1957-1997 

i t  was knovn an Nairn ru-Nalva* ha- ' 'dhaaa 

Kavlne D is t r ic t .  fo r  the aake o f f i isp ll-  

f lc a t io a  i t  w ill be re fe rred  to  throughout 

as Kakuru M s t r l c t . )

lakvuru l i a t r l c t  Handlmc Geer K eportsi R elates to  Lovscn 1956*

Peet to  £e barren b a ile r  1999. Howard to  
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