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Tiio collection up<
derives from several sources* Host of the pro*
thirteenth oentury material comes from the excavations
of H*Ji*Chittiok at Handa in 1966 and 1970* The
archaeological stratigraphy and interpretation
of these excavations wore being studied at the
same time as this comic study was in progress™

The material in the upper levels at Hands
ssomed ill-stratified and of littls help in
establishing a post-thirteenth century ceramic
sequence* A eeriee of soodageB vae therefore made
at a dozen sites along the northern coast* all of
which pllowed evidence of hoviug been occupied later
than the thirteenth century* in audition* reference
vme mode to the excavations of 1UW»Chittiok at Jianga and
Pate and of J*~*hirkman at Takwo*

There is little useful information on the
pottery of the area after the sixteenth century
and the excavations at Pate and the eonc’age at biu
have offered disappointingly weak stratigraphical
information* Ike study vae therefore reliant upon
an extensive surface ool action fron ell sites known

to hove boon occupied between the sixteenth century
and the nineteenth century* Theso surface collections

could not usefully be made with spatial/functional

analysis in mind sxnce they had already suffered
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significant daprotk tion* fr
col lectors, ahere rolovont,
mu .aiut and private collect!
In the discussion.
There Is an im tense quantity of material,

amounting to over two million pieces. *ave for
pieces of special intoroat tills coli action was
reduced to a minimus! vos el count, of which the
oollaction from the Hands excavations and associated
surface collection represented &oae 17,000 vessels
of which about \J9000 wore locally manufactured. The
bondages have contributed a further 8,000 vessels
of which around 7*000 arc manufactured locally.
This Is an enorueu* collection of pottery from an
extremely vide range of technical nnd social backgrounds
and derived from very different recovery tooimlques.
Sophisticated statistical analysis of such a collection
in the absence of computer facilities is of neoossity
of limited value. The solution to the probloats
raised is a ru»oarch topic of some weight in itself.
This thesis attenets to provide the essential basic
descriptive analysis ,classification ar*, tewmieoi
cots ont upon which furt”~r, more restricted and
detailed analyses can bo developed.

The dating used was arrived at for the most
part by assessing the date of Imported material on

evidence as independent as possible of the local

orohaoology. fhic sot, eneo was then as<ociatoti with
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the Individual trench stratigraphy at Honda* and
with tho stratigraphy in tha Bondages* This relative
soquenoe was developed by crose*reference to Material
Tro.a elsewhere along tha coast* Throughout this
exercise attention was paid to tha problem of* trade
delay and to the work of art historians and archaeologists
working elsewhere In tuo uadian Ocean region,
particularly where they cuu offer information
concerning, the points of origin of the material
in the north lenyan collection*

The lup rtod ceramic sequence was then correlated
principally through Honda for the pro*thirteenth
century material and the Bondages for the later
material9 with the locally manufactured pottery
found In as ooiatlon* Nothing had previously been
known of the local sequence on the northern coast
save the few preliminary remarks of kirkman at Takva*
Thera is no doubt that further refinements will be
possible as more extensive and detailed excavations
are undertaken in the area* but it is felt that tills
preliminary study will bo of lomo value as a
general framework>*

In view of the fact that a sequence was to be
obtained through a study of the wares in the first
instance* tho 1i.oported material was taken first and

each ware represented In the collection was identified

and studied independently* oaeh study was than
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cross-referred, where po:sible noting stratigraphical
correlations* The thesis was therefore arranged
by ware* The collection is divided into five main
parts according to received regional terms for
clustering wares, namely Islamic, Far Eastern,

Indian, European and local* In alnast all cases
there can be no question of the general regional
provenance of the sherds in the coastal collections*
These regional terms are readily defined witnin
acceptable working limits in the literature*

It was felt that quantification of present
imported ware classifications could not successfully
be undertaken with so fragmentary and partial a
collection as the one to hand* similarly it is
apparent that the local vessels of the bwauili
civilisation should be uutjm;develop ware definitions
and parameters within the context of a study
incorporating the entire range of locally oianufac tured
material, from Guardafui to bofala* The descriptions
and preliminary sequence in the thesis are
sufficiently comprehensive for them to be a useful
basis for just such a regional study.

In view of the fact that there iIs an urgent
need for a simple and thorough descriptive study
of the north Kenyan local material, and that this

should be set within the context of what is already

known of coastal pottery elsewhere, much of the
terminology has been used in such a way as to be

nnnoni/Z/Mirl v . mnwat.l hi o with thA wolr of Kirkman



and Ohit Lick* There have been attempts at refining
and standardising the procedure and structure within
those constraints* Terms are used consistently
tliroughout the thesis* Colour descriptions! vessel
features and the like are standard and consistent*
There is a simple device for analytical subdivision*
The term "Ware™ 1is used to mean "a collection of
Types of clear overall technical,aesthetic and
cultural homogeneityH* Similarly, "Type"™ 1is H a
collection of Classes with similar form and decorative
style”] "Class” is "”a collection of Groups with
cloesely related shapes,motifs find past0"; and "Group"
is 7"a collection of vessels or other ceramic
artefacts with similar features,motifs and firing”*

A major problem in the study of ceramics 1is
the lack of discipline and standardisation in
terminology and illustration# A glossary of ceramic
terms was developed for this thesis and , though
excluded in list form through lack of 3pace, has
been adhered to throughout the work# A simple system
of illustration and notation was devised for the
thesis* In this thesis it has been tested practically
over an abnormally wide range of material’and has
boon found to be most satisfactory”*

There are many difficulties in relating

the very fragmentary coastal collection of imported
materials to the standard rausuera and Middle Eastern

and Asian collections of complete or relatively
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complete vessels wliicli form the basis of cur
knowledge of these wares* An attempt vac made
to find viable criteria whereby such, fragmentary
material may be studied* Elements of decoration9
paste, glaze, texture and fabric content were
investigated at optical and microscopic levels at
low magnification* 1i"he thesis suggests features
which might oiler information on chronological
variations and ware Ildentification*

similarly, trend-sensitive variables
were sought and identified within the local pottery
collection* It is recognised that several of these
variables may not havo. bopj9-tha conscious artificos
of the potters. They remain useful archaeological
indicators nonetheless*

Attempts have boon made to draw such sociological
and economic conclusions from the pottery as
may seem legitimate* These have boon subsumed
within the discussions of the individual wares |,
save of the few occasions when a more integrated

discussion seems warranted.

Despite the fact that the thesis was delayed
somewhat in production it remains a primary contribution
to the study of the locally manufactured pottery
of the coast, has furthered our knowledge of the
Indian wares of the past milleniura,and has clarified

some issues concerning Fax Das tern,lIslamic and

buropean export wares
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A historical summary has been included* This
is not an attempt to contribute to the historiography
oT the coast* It raises and discusses issues
pertinent to the discussion of the problems raised
by the pottery*

The bulk of the research was carried out
without the benefit of a full Munsell Scale or
of a Mohs Scale* Both were acquired personally
by the writer aic* snTiaequently and a subjectively
selected representative sample of sherds was
studied with reference to these scales* It was found
that the writers previous iIntimate familiarity
with the Munsell Scale had resulted in no serious
errors in verbal Munsell attributions*

The report of the fieldwork related to this
study has been lodged with the Office of the
President,The Republic of Kenya* Tho Permanent
Secretary,The Ministry of Natural Resources,Tho
Republic of Kenya* The Chief Archivist,The Republic
of Kenya* The Vice-Chancellor,Tho University of
Nairobi*The Director,The British Institute 1in
Dastern Africa,Nairobi, and the Secretary,The
British Institute in Eastern Africa,London. A
preliminary survey and site report has been lodged
with the Director,The British Institute in Eastern
Africa with a view to publication* A series of more

detailed site studies related to the ceramic material



is in preparation.

The research was conducted under Peru.it
GEN/13/00/0699/5 at the Office of the President,
The Republic of Kenya* Xt was financed through
a two-year full-time Research Studentship followed
by a part-time Senior Research Fellowship at the
briti&h Instituto in iiiastera Africa. Writing-up,
final drawing and duplicating expenses, together
with stuay visits to Tanga,Aden,Cairo,London,

Cambridge,otoke,Oxford*Rome and Addis Ababa were

financed by the writer.

August 1980
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This work is based upon a large ceramic collection taken
from the excavations at Kanda and sondages and surface coll-
ections from many places in the Lamu Archipelago and along
the coast of Kenya to the Somali border* 1ts purpose is to
record and comment upon the ceramics found there*

The history of the area is summarised. It is hoped that
the culture represented by these ceramics* its continuity and
change* will thus be the better envisaged and understood*

The recording is complete and is accompanied by reconst-
ructions where appropriate* It records in detail minor matters
of shape and decoration* where possible putting these variat-
ions in an archaeological context*

Several new classes of local ware and a few new classes of
imported wares are described* The local ware agrees with the
imported wares that a significant social change of some kind
topk place in the fourteenth century, which was reinforced by
the events surrounding tha arrival of the Portuguese in the
next century* This change seems to be associated with the new
settlements on the mainland and the slow diffusion of the new
population elements into the island communities* These new
elements are associated with bantu-speaking agriculturalists
absorbed into tlie Swahili community and conceivably with the
present hyika groups* as kirkman has suggested* In the local
vessels the change is accompanied by a move from geometric in-
cised horizontal bands on and below the rim* and rod-slipped

short wall carinated bowls to a proportional increase in the



hole-mouth vessels and a tendency towards smoothed* undecor-
ated pieces*

Until the end of the last century* the sqall Indian
earthenware collection consists almost exclusively of cooking
pots of no spectacular commercial merit and would suggest the
settled Indian presence from the tenth or eleventh century
onwards which is generally assumed but rarely substantiated.
The carinatod everted rim bowl is parallelled in the local
ware* but this exception proves a rule of remarkable mutual
independence of tradition of the Indian and local schools.

Firmly rooted as it is in the uarly lron Ago ceramic trad-
itions* the looal tradition nevertheless evolves in its mari-
time environment into a unique kit* very_different from any-

C O wtiM
thing around it* Cultural modifications* eeae "most noticeably
from the mainland rather than from overseas* and particularly
during and a little after the fourteenth century* are notice-
able* but the tradition remains remarkably stable throughout
the thousand years or so of Swahili culture*

The ceramics from outside the Archipelago give a clear
idea of the complexity of the commercial structures into which
the Archipelago fitted. The geographical framework was, by
the nineteenth century* one which covered much of the old
world, from Canton to Stoke. The economic framework is less
clear but is hinted at on occasion* It served the jparochial
needs of settlers and was tied to a small population, basically

that of rimida for the first four centuries or more. The
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region was served primarily from the Persian Gulf. There
then appears to have been a chance in the demand for imports.
The Portuguese and the Indians met much of this demand, ship-
ping direct from India. This connection continued into the
colonial period alongside the still valuable but less predom-
inant Gulf trade.

The massive influx of Chinese wares after the fourteenth
century, and the Ilranian competition with a new and varied
range of glazed wares for export, are other interesting feat-
ures of the collection.

Some little way has been made in the matter of the local
and coastwise manufacturing and trading techniques. The open
clamp was the principal kiln; the wheel was not used though
vessels were sometimes turned on a dolly. There is marked
site variation of decoration and treatment of rim shape within
general form and decorative range of the region. This 1is
dearly visible only with a detailed record of the minutiae of
shape and decoration. There seems to have been little local
trade in ceramics. The normal range of trade in local wares
is probably less than tenJcLlometres. The coasting trade was
restricted to large water jars and thejRiigmatic sandy buff
ware which occurs only in Shanga. The less specialised were
made locally in the settlements where they were to be used.
Potters mArkfl appear, as they do further south, in the fift-
eenth century and indicate a change in manufacturing methods,

though the techniques remain the same. It is felt that these



marks indicate joint clamping.

The report provides a useful dating framework into which
the stratigraphy at Manda and in the Bondages can be fitted
and which can serve as a basis for future archaeological work
in the area.

Perhaps the most significant contribution of this work is
that in addition to providing information of direct archaeol-
ogical interest, it gives extensive and detailed illustration
of the ceramics themselves. It insists that there is a vari-
ety of form, texture and style which has hitherto only been
hinted at; and a range of artistry in the everyday implements
of this community which no briefer, less prolifically illust-
rated report could suggest.

The technical and artistic information available in the
collection, particularly insofar as the sherds are almost all
from archaeological provenances, is sufficiently important and
interesting in itself to warrant this study. Minor contrib-
utions are made to the history of the nineteenth century
European export wares; some progress is made in the study of
the repertoires of the Islamic wares, particularly the Islamic
Monochrome and the Black on Yellow wares; and there are
advances in the study of the range of Chinese export material.
Our understanding of the local ceramics is broadened and the
illustrations and descriptions are a fine comment on the
wealth of creativity even on the humblest of vessels within a

versatile local tradition. Several new shapes are recorded and
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their distribution discussed* Less pleasantly» the decline

of the local craft is noted after the eighteenth century*
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liiso Jacquetta Hawkes* rocent paper entitled "The Proper
Study of Mankind"™ has caused less vituperative correspondence
than one night have expected. It is possible that the sort
of men in the archaeological profession who do not like to
read Pindar after dinner, or who cannot do so save iIn trans-
lation, are also the sort of men who consider it unnecessary
to respond to &s. Hawkes®™ lampoon. In general that is a wise
reticence, and | make so bold as to challenge her on one point
only. It is that her distinction between the "Frankenstein®s
monster™ and the work of those of 'strong historical imaginat-
ion”, between scientist and artist (whatever these terms mean)
in archaeology, is quite inappropriate. The union of these
two approaches to knowledge is surely firmest in archaeology
if in any profession.

Rawson pinpoints the two extreme views of the study of
pottery in his recent book dealing with the aesthetics of these
artefacts. He observes, "By taking an existential back-step,
so to speak, we are enabled to witness in humanity®"s pots a
virtually unlimited variety of concrete realisations which un-
cover and authenticate his life and action, his world of mean-
ing. "l One trusts that even Xv . Hawkes will look for something
more prosaic than that. Rawson proceeds in almost the same
breath to display an odd intellectual schizophrenia; he main-

tainb that whatever the actual case may be, it is certainly
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dear that pots* even the simplest, can only bo "mere facts"™ to
those of us who classify them academically. liex Hawkes rightly
objects to such a sterile view of academic study# It is to be
hoped that the aesthetic and academic distinctions drawn by
Rawson and Hawkes are hallucinations. It is not possible to
study ceramics without an intimate knowledge of the variations
in shape and surface of pottery and OF its modifications by
generations of potters; this knowledge will result in a pro-
found appreciation of the artistic qualities of the vessels and
the beauty of the forms. The figures illustrating minor variat-
ions and the "specialist" treatment of the pottery are integral
to the full enjoyment of the vessels and no appendix on aesthet-
ics need be proffered. The aesthetics announce their presence
through the illustrations; the exaltation of potting needs no
pseudo-artistic commentary.

There is no purpose in recording a group of artefacts with-
out attempting to glean from them all the information one can
about the community which used them. It seems odd that Hs.
Hawkes should need to draw attention to this commonplace; no
"scientific" archaeologist would deny it or operate without it
uppermost in his mind.

The purposes of the present paper are therefore to record
the pottery tradition of the North Kenyan coast with a view to
publicising its variety and beauty; to study through the pottery
as far as is possible the life of the communities involved and

their economy; to attempt to apply a relative and absolute



5
chronology to the collections with a view to the easier
dating of the settlements* and to add some valuable art-
historical information about schools of potting particularly
in Iran, India, China and locally, which is available in
these Kenyan collections. None of these purposes oonflict;
all will be dealt with in tandem in the body of the text
and contrary to Ms. Hawkes* suggestion, will not be relegated
to the appendices.

One appendix must however be written. lhis is an
illustrations rubric. One of the several failings of the
“artistic” origins of the discipline of archaeology is
its lack of discipline; this is nowhere clearer than in
classification, nomenclature and illustration. | append my
particular solution with no injunction that others use it,
merely with the statement ihat | use it and am best understood
with reference to it.

Complications arise with sophisticated statistical
analyses at this early 3tage in the woric. lio computer
was available and ihe technical problems of making detailed
cros&-3ito comparisons are TfTormidable, given the varied
nature of the aondages and excavations, as are the varied
specific archaeological criteria which need better
comprehension throu™i more excavation and the publication of
tile existing site reports. At ihis stage a resolution of
these difficulties (vdthout computer and site reports)
cannot be attempted. A detailed index and concordance

gives tiie information needed for tiie Manda report to be
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completed; this was a preset function of this paper.

In the illustrations and the text 1 have described not only
the stratified material but also the post sixteenth century pre-
dominantly unstratified material# Much of it has been hitherto
ignored and on occasion its study has been actually discouraged
as archaeologically irrelevant. The material culture of the
past is the brief of archaeology. The sixteenth to nineteenth
centuries are part of that past. Our knowledge of the Swahili
architecture and carpentry of that period is considerable; our
knowledge of the ceramics of this period is negligible. The
ceramics of the period are to be seen in quantity in surface or
immediately subsurface locations far more commonly tlian in mus-
eums. It is apparently debatable that Archaeology should con-
cern itself with museum collections though one is surprised to
find this so. It remains irrefutable that the stud%“Qf fragment-
ary evidence in surface and subsurface locations is the true
province of the ~Archaeologist even when this evidence sheds
light on more recent historical unknowns than are in some quart-
ers considered respectable. The ceramic interest and the
archaeological interest ore both plain#

It would be a curious state of affairs if it were archaeol-
ogical practice to study nineteenth century copies of earlier
historical documents of unknown date and provenance with a view
to clarifying the social and factual significance of both for
the mediaeval period* while it MM anathema to do the same

thing with artefacts of more or less known date and provenance.
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This so much the more curious since In the Lamu Archipelago the
case for the historical exercise has already been made*

My thanks are due to the British Institute of History and
Archaeology in East Africa for the studentship, part of which
I used to do this work. 1 am particularly grateful to Mr*
Seville Chittick, whose interest and support has been very
much appreciated. In addition to the generous preliminary
analysis facilities provided by the Institute 1 should like
to give special thanks to their employee Simon Reuben for his
unfailing assistance and friendship both in the field and in
Nairobi. 1 am also indebted to the students who on various
occasions spent time on the sorting, especially Gerda Lindquiat,
Doreen Bolnick and Bridget Hughes. Some of the preparation of
illustrations was done with the assistance of friends and 1
would like to thank Bridget Hughes, Ann Heffeman and Nicola
Sandford in particular for their preparation of some of the
tracings from my drawings. Acknowledgement of their assistance
is in the indices to the illustrations in the form of their
initials suffixed to entries. Habte Argaw*s help with Filling
the sections has been of very great value.

I am extremely grateful to Dr. James Kirkman for his company,
advice and help. These I value tremendously. James de Vere
Allen and Omari Bwana at the Museum in Lamu were always ready
to assist in the day-to-day business of the fieldwork and I am
most appreciative of their friendship and hospitality. Nothing

in the Archipelago can be done without the help, friendship and
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interest of the local people...or without their boats. 1 am
immensely grateful to the people of the villages in the area,
particularly to Muhammad Famau for all that he did and to the
headmen and officials of the islands.

the officials of the Kenyan Government have showed noth-
ing but interest and encouragement and my thanks to them are
that this report will be at least a beginning in the work of
emphasising the wealth and fascination of this intriguing
aspect of a local culture whose contributions to Kenyon
civilization have been and will continue to be considerable*

liy wife"s patience, support and interest have been at
times monumental and throughout a crucial factor in the

completion of the work.
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itfLAtIPFItefttiQn to the Qarly history of the

north Kenyan Coast.

Studies iIn the early history of the East African coast invar-
iably concentrate on the period after the arrival of the Muslin
settlers who appear to have founded the famous Swahili towns.
There has yet to be a good assessment of the pre-Muslim period.
The archaeological evidence for these early times is scanty and
the documentation thin and often obtuse. Mr. H. N. Chittick
speaks of microlithic industries evidently dispersed along the
length of the Swahili coast. He attributes these to an unknown
people, "probably allied to the Bushman and Hottentot peoples
for which probability he gives no evidence. He presumably re-
lies upon the logical probabilities that since so many other
places in Africa are known to have been occupied by "Bushmen
and Hottentots", or short, steatopygfous hunters and gatherers
before the arrival of the Bantu-speakers, then this area also
was so occupied. He may also have seen stone tool collections
which he feels are reminiscent of known Bushman assemblages
elsewhere in Africa. This is the more enigmatic the
little evidence there is suggests a very different group of
people on and along the coastbefore the arrival of the Bantu-
speakers, and since the surface collections presumably giving
rise to those comments seem nowhere to be found in the national
Museums in East Africa. |If one could locate these collections

they would be very important subjects of study. There are rock
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paintings in the Amboni caves near Tanga in northern Tanzania#
but there are no answers to questions about their authorship#
age or accompanying tool assemblage.

Nothing of this phase in human development# either repre-
sented by stone tools or cave paintings# is known from the
north Kenyan coast.

AtKwale and its environs# Hr* K. C. Joper has conducted
some fascinating work on early lron Age sites associated almost
certainly with an early influx of Bantu speaking agricultural-
ists* This work and the same scholar®s work in the Usambara
mountains reveals a pottery tradition for the Ffirst millenium
AD which shows only a vague resemblance to the local pottery
of the coastal sites even in the site which is early enough to
be more or less contemporary.

The isolation of the coastal culture from those upcountry
is pointed up by the fact that there is a consistent theme
throughout Swahili history up to the eighteen forties# that the
coastal peoples rarely or never penetrated tlie vast "nyika"
plains behind the coast strip* It is just vaguely possible
that there was some kind of communication from the Vanga area
inland towards the Usambara and hare mountains of northern Tan-
zania and some slight ceramic evidence would support this*
There is logistical logic encouraging one to look at that route
if at any at all between the Juba River and the southern Kozam-
bique coast* At this point the hills come almost to the coast

and it is possible to keep to the water and game stocks that
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these provide, following the ridges deep into the plains,
reaching to the western foothills of Mount Kilimanjaro some
three hundred miles inland before meeting difficult, dry
"bara™ scrubland. In terms of historical evidence for this,
there is little. The famous passage in Ptolemy3 sometimes
used to show a coastal knowledge at that time of upcountry
routes towards Kilimanjaro (or the Simien mountains of north-
ern Ethiopia* a division of interpretation largely influenced,
one suspects, by the domicile of the commentator) is inter-
nally just as consistent with the thought that the information
came via travellers* tales down the Nile. Even if the refer-
ence does reflect coastal knowledge (and that knowledge as
described by Ptolemy is vague enough) of the Kilimanjaro area,
it gives no indication of direct coastal involvement in the
affairs of the area, still less of a trade run staffed by coast
men.

tfith regard to this possible coastal involvement in up-
country trade, the polished semi-precious stone beads from
NJoro River Cave,4“Hyrax Hill,5 the Nakuru Burial site” and
Ngorongoro? have raised an eyebrow or two. All tho stones used
for these beads are available on or around the central and
western highland of Kenya and the Kilimanjaro-Ngorongoro region,
although perhaps camelian is not so easily found* Dr. Leakey
is aware of the odd contrast between these beads and the rest
of the finds# FOr example, in her Njoro report Mrs* Leakey

notes that "the whole series of stone beads shows a most skill-
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ful and careful workmanship in marked contract to that of the
bone beads and pendants which are extremely crude although
made from more tractable materiallg8 Leakey plays tentatively
with one solution for this odd phenomenon. It is clear that
the raw material is available without importing from the
coast or from across the northern desert. SHe observes that
"these finds may be taken to indicate that such beads were
manufactured locally; but it is possible that foreign influ-
ence was responsible for the inception of the industry'".9
That "foreign influence”, if present, would undoubtedly have
been coastal. 3ven more interesting than the stone beads in
those stone age sites is the presence at the Nakuru Burial
site of a piece reported to be 'Faience.*0

Commerce between the coast and upcountry may find its
origins over two and possibly three thousand years ago. But
there is nothing to suggest that the people of the coast con-
trolled it or operated the caravans across the Nyika. Prior
to the nineteenth century, the contacts, such as they wore,
seem all to be purely commercial find involving no upcountry
movement of--population even,on expeditions. The pattern
appears to be one of upcountry caravans, jealous of their con-
trol of* the routes*, bringing the commodities of theinterior
to the coast for exchange there. There is some late evidence
which may, if assumed valid for earlier times, help to explain
the of this isolation of the coast. All down the

coast in the eighteenth and nineteenth century the Swahili
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were "allying” or acre commonly paying their mainland neigh-
bours (often apparently with grain) not to interfere with the
fields close to home; iIn these circumstances they had small
chance for mounting an expedition upcountry. They were stop-
ped, in the Kilwa area, from moving freely at all on the main-
land.™1l Dr* J. Lamphear emphasises that the initiatives in
upcountry trading seem all to have been held by the mainland
tribes.12 The operations of the Kamba in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries conceivably shed light on the way in
which the caravans were organised.15 Produce deemed urofit-
able for coaat _trade was collected in a few centres over a
period of a little-less than a yQ«r ?nd than a caravan of
porters was organised* perhaps within the clan or a group of
clans, and apparently using professional porters, whose re-
wards were not land but a share of the trade (a process not
yet fully understood). The caravan marched to the coast in
time to meet the coastwise shipping running with the monsoon.
The monsoon which seems to have attracted the most attention
is the north easterly. It was the vessels from the north east _
African coast and from the Per”a”~ChddL_and Arabia”™which were
the basis of the trade at the_coast. The items for trade are
very gpnii”y to those listed by the ancient writers! ivory and___
rhino horn with possibly a few slaves out, and beads and cloth
in. The caravans based in Kitui are still remembered. It is
worth remarking that salt and iron appear to have been at least

os important items of trade as ivory and slaves in the southerly
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Tanzanian routes* and one suspects that this is an element of
the commerce that has been under-recorded not only by the
slave-conscious missionaries and early European travellers
but also by the writers of the more ancient documents*

In the absence of earlier accurate information about this
commerce it is not possible to say how much of the demonstr-
able wealth of the pre-seventeenth century coastal settlements
is attributable to their being the termini of these upcountry
routest and how much it depended on the mainland plantations
and the mangrove stands* however* this function was clearly
very important, even if not quantifiable. The lack of coastal
control over this apparently vital ingredient of tlie economy
is the more interesting. It is a lack of control which is
complete, even to a remarkable ignorance of the vast world
which lay just two miles inland of the coastal towns.

Pliny exemplifies this isolation from the hinterland nice-
ly* ue records that "it is said that in the parts interior
from the east coast there are people whose whole face is flat
without a nose; and that some have no upper lip and others no
tongue* tee hear also of people who have no nostril or any
opening in the face beyond a single hole through whioh they
breathe and through which they drink by lueana of an outer
straw* the grain of which, growing wild* they eat. home tribes
use nods and gestures instead of speech, and before the time of

Ptolemy lathyrus, king of Egypt, were ignorant of the use of

fire"*
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THO continent behind the coast was unknown* dreadful* and
perhaps nore significantly* apparently a natter of indiffer-
ence to the coast* It renains to historians and archaeolo-
gists a different world. The indigenous population of the
coast prior to the coiling of Islam and apart from the appar-
ently rapidly absorbed settlers from overseas is a mystery*
Ptolemy* whose work may well have rested in part on the
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea as on Hippalus*”® refers
nervously in a famous passage to the "Han Eating Ethiopiansw
living over the water from Rhapta. These people were appar-
ently jiaetoraliDts and were* like Pliny*s people* toil* Ehret
is in the process of trying the somewhat dubious if theoretic-
ally valuable techniques of glottochronology on the Dahala
language on the mainland opposite and south of Lamu.” The
people described in the early references seem to be tall past-
oralists and not bushmen hunters* Ehret can see in the Dahala
language a Cushi tic base with elements of Bantu and Somali and
is at present of the opinion that the Cushitic seem to have
entered the language in two phases* the earlier and fundamental
contribution around 2000-1500 BP and the other considerably
later* possibly as late as four or five hundred years ago* but
probably somewhat earlier* This later intrusion would undoubt-
edly be the Orormo language moving south* The earlier elements
are most interesting* If it really is the case that Ehret
finds he is able to prove his hypothesis* southern Cuehitic-

speaking agriculturists would be the most likely candidates for



14
identification with, the dominant population in the mainland
behind tlie Lamu ~archipelago= Thus there might soon emerge
the picture of the north hast African coast at the turn of
the Christian eraofrlightly before which shows tall _paet-
oral nomads in the nom, with "tall" farmers* related to the
dominant populations in the south eastern Ethiopian High-
lands* occupying the area south* The demarcation line on
the few palaoecological inferences we can draw might be
around the Juba diver* Hhret also feels that there was an
jjast Hilotic influence in Dahala followed by Bantu. The
Bantu cannot have reached the area until after the third cen-
tury AD and is most unlikely to have reached it until consid-
erably later* Crude glottochronological guesses at the start
of Bhret"s work suggest to him that one should consider a
time-depth of around 500 - 1000 years for the Hast Nilotic
influence. This Heist Hilotic element is very interesting in-
deed and work is now going on in an attempt to identify assoc-
iated economic and other behaviour traits through the lexicon*

A date somewhere in the third quarter of the first millen-
ium after Christ is the most likely for the arrival of Bantu-
speaking people into the area.

The early date of AD 102 assumed by Elliot” for the
arrival of Arabs from Himyar is inconsistent with the rest of
the evidence. These Himyarites are said to have encountered
"kishuru™ people in the area between the Juba and the Tana.

The word Washokoro is# as HIliot pointed out,used occasionally
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by lokomo of tlie Giriama. Those lIULshuru have hitherto been
assumed to be Bantu-speakers because of the etymology of their
name. This assumption is not necessary. The Kishuru night be
remembered in a Bantu word coined during trie early years of
Bantu penetration into the area to define non-Bantu speakers.
This becomes the more likely in consideration of the rest of
the collection of stories made by hlliot. According to these*
the lu.sh.uru lived not only on the coast between the Juba and
the Tana but also "from the sea for a fifteen days journey to
the Abyssinian border™. "ho other tribe but the Aishuru
live there.” Thus far* these people could as easily be south-
ern Lthiopian highlanders as Bantu-speakers; indeed they are
much more likely to be so. Then follows the curious twist,
billot goes on to record that the Kiskuru moved south "to the
..amafcand .Aiungwaya’ 19 pushed south by the “christianised Ilin-
yaritic tribes from Abyssinia”. |If we are to give any credence
to this at all* the scenario is of a “emitic-speaking group in
the Horn or (from the little we know of the distribution of the
Semitic speakers) from the hills around the Upper Awash Valley*
pushing the Aishuru south out of the plains of what is now
southern Somalia and over the Juba. This still ties in with
the presence of tall pastoralists in the Horn* unless the Sem-
itic speakers themselves were pastoralists. hitherto the assum-
ption has been that they were farmers.

The overall picture of the population of the area between

the ~orn and the Aambezi iiiver is thus exceedingly vague and
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confused in the north and simply empty in the south.

xi is not yet known if anyone lived permanently on the
coast itself, as opposed to the hills behind, before the
ninth century, .-.tore artefacts were found at Kilva, but
none have been recorded found north of tlie Tana diver on the
coast, and indeed no pre-Islamic levels have identified in
any of the coastal archaeological sites of the area. Ibn
ilangal has a reference to an area south of what seems to be
the north ~ouali coast which he disconcertingly c-Allp "cold"
and which he claims is "miserable ’, with a sparse population,
and with cultivation only in the neighbourhood of the King"s
residence, host interesting of all is the assertion that the Kiw
and the cultivators are "White Zanj'"e” The possibility that
pre-Islamic settlers from outside Africa settled on the coast
must be considered more carefully elsewhere.

As one might expect of merchants, the early writers are
very much more specific and consistent about commodities than
about people. The impression one receives is of imports of
grain, oil, ghee, sugar and cotton cloth from India, and
woollens (?), copper, tin, silver (apparently worked) and
wine. The exports were aromatic gums, cinnamon, tortoise
shell, rhino horn and ivory. It is not clear when the appar-
ent early need for imported grain shifted to an ability to
export grain. Jiillet was exported by the end of the eight-
eenth century. This improvement is probably associated with

the establishment of plantations on the coast in the middle
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ages.

Slaves seem only to have been important in the commerce
through the more northerly ports. Ivory seems to have been
a more important export from the southerly ports. This is an
interesting thought given the preference in India and China
for the more easily carved* less brittle and more McolourfastM
soft ivory from Hast Africa. Nov that the elephant herds are
gone from the Abyssinian plateau it is not easy to establish
what kind of ivory those animals were carrying. Since the
people in the area have taken the trouble to wipe out the
species In the entire northern highlands one is drawn to the
conclusions that the effort was profitable to them* and that
the elephants in that area very likely carried the favoured
soft ivory. Today* the few elephant herds left intact in the
Ethiopian Highlands* tiny pockets of a few animals* bear the
soft ivory. If by the turn of the Christian era, ivory was
already more abundant in the markets along the east African
coast than in the Red Sea* the difference is less likely to be
a measure of the type of ivory or the economy but more of the
greater antiquity of the commerce in the north and more advan-
ced depletion of the herds.

Slaves on the other hand seem to have been more easy to
procure from the north than from the south. The numerous wars
of the early Aksumite empire and the well-organised trade
routes right down into southern Ethiopia and through the west-

ern borderlands into the Nile valley seem to have been more
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fruitful Ol slaves tnan the areas behind the hast African coast.

it is not clear when cowries become important export commod-
ities for the ~ast African coast, They are not mentioned in the
early records, which nevertheless are specific about the export
of tortoiseshell. Certainly in the post-Tortuguese period, and
in a slightly different form today (to agents for tourism) the
trade has been Very large, catering particularly for Indian
markets# horice reports that two to three hundred tons a year
were exported from £ate alone.” One would suspect that the
stinking heaps of suffocating shellfish massacred in hundreds of
thousands annually could not but extinguish the species most
favoured within a few years. The trade in the quantities horice
mentions and which one sees carried out at so little profit to
the collectors today cannot last and by the same token cannot
have been begun long ago#

There are no early references, and very few in any period
before the nineteenth century, to the export of mangroves# The
trade in wood is often specified for other places along the
Indian Ocean littoral but never for the hast African coast. This
is a commodity for which there has certainly been a steady demand
in Arabia and particularly in the Persian Gulf for the two thou-
sand years concerning this paper. The antiquity of the mangrove
industry is therefore an enigma. The Swahili language has a
highly sophisticated and complex vocabulary for mangroves and
the business surrounding their exploitation# This is a feature

often used to argue antiquity for the occupation thus treated.
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At present there is no evidence whatsoever to permit discussion
on the matter of mangroves.

The famous comment of Al Idrisi*s9 that an important item
for export from "ttulanda™ on the northern Swahili go”™t v»*
iHJ1,A hag been disoussed elsewhere with reference to i1*anda.23
Since Al Idrisi also mentions high gu”~nty iron with reference
to Sofala,24 a reference of equal obscurity, and the only
reference for the export of iron from the £ast African coast,
the matter is best left there. There is no evidence that this
item was ever a central export element in Swahili trade. Out-
side Manda there is little enough evidence of this although
"Indian steel”™ seems to have been an item of import later.

The Aksumite fleets do not seem to have made regular sort-
ies far outside the Had Sea, in any direction, much less down
the coast beyond Cape GuarcLafui. It is reasonable to suppose
that there was insufficient disparity in the nature of the
exports from the two areas to make such sailings worthwhile.
The obviously second-hand nature of the Creek documents from
this early period suggests that the Creeks were not involved
directly in sailings from the Red Sea ports either. One is left
by simple process of elimination with Arab, Persian and Indian
fleets, all of which are known to have had some interest in the
products available on the east African coast and all of which
were in a position to provide the necessary vessels* The reri-
plus remains the basic text for the listing of ports along the

coast which were in use in the pre»lslamic period. It refers



settlements
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to a number of ouch ports, most of which cannot be fixmly
identified today* Opone, tlie principal port for the gum,
frankincense and slave trades, was in the north, generally
felt to be in the region of has uafun* - |1t was but one of
several emporia on the coast of the Horn. South of that are
"~erapion', probably a few miles north of uerca; hikon, prob- \
ably xort hurnfordj the Pyralaean Islands, which seem to be
the group of kenya; the place called the Channel, which,
if taken disjunctively with the fyralaeans, might be a water-
ing place on the west Bide of “mbusaj and henouthias Island,
which is very likely hangibar.” hhapta, apparently the fur-
thest south and a large trading centre, lay beyond* ihe
identifications set out above are, of course debatable but no
alternative is better supported than this* batoo agrees
broadly with them and adds that hhapta probably stood between
the Pangani diver and the kufiji delta.” Chittick prefers to
think of the settlement of ilenoutliias as being possibly the
island of nafia”0 but does concede that it may as easily have
referred to Zanzibar or Pemba* Per him, Hhapta "perhaps lies in
the mud of the ttufiji delta”

buch. speculations are of interest but for present purposes
need not detain* The overall commercial information is less
ambiguous* i'he reriplus notes that the trade of the coast is
at the time of writing in the hands of the people from muza who
are farmers of this enterprise* Huza is thought to be in the

region of mocha by i”“atlhew® and stated to be xjooha itself by
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Chittick* iiapharitis, undoubtedly in the Yemen, is assumed to
be iiimyar by Chittick* Charibael, the ruler of iiimyar mentioned
in the Periplus, is identified by Chittiok as karib"il*-~ These
traders are said to have settled on the coast, intermarried, and
were apparently speaking the local language* They may have
carried their local wives home to Arabia, spoken the local lang-
uage for commercial purposes only and never have settled on the
coast, while retaining a monopoly over the trade* This is less
logical and runs in the face of the documentation which insists
that some at least settled* The unfortunate fact is that there
is absolutely no archaeological evidence as yet of these perman-
ent pre-Islamio settlements*

It is curious, given the later history of the coaet, that the
export of gold from Zimbabwe via bofala is not better understood.
It has often been assumed that in the more northerly Jwahili
settlements, as at kilwa, the transshipment of gold for ports in
the Persian Gulf and India was an important part of the economy*
equally, were that true, these northern towns would presumably
have muon to gain in handling goods destined for bofala and Zim-
babwe t in short, a flourishing business in coasting goods depend-
ed upon the gold trade* Such a traffic is not readily visible in
the archaeology. kLthough it is true to atay that the early
locally-made pottery doen uppa/ir to have some affinities with
that of the bantifc-speaking groups from the south and from Central
Africa in the ~.arly lron Age, the connections are tenuous*

It is Very tempting to make a connection between the dates of
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the foundation of the Juahili towns and of the Zimbabwe mining
exercises (both towards the end of the last millenium) and the
collapse of most of the Jwaliili settlements and the decline of
the power of the Aonoraotapa (both in the sixteenth and seven**
teenth centuries).

This would, however, be too simplistic a view of the relat-
ionship between nonoinotapa fortunes and Swahili wealth, inhere
is very little inferential evidence for the effect of the gold
trade on the northern towns* nevertheless, it is probably
true that one should consider this gold trafficking and the
associated coasting in an assessment of tlie economic life of
the northern settlements, There is no doubt of the cruoial
part played in the economy of its southern settlements by the
trade with Central Africa*

Ancient coins have been used to speculate not only upon the
tourist market but also upon the early trade contacts with tfast
Africa. Several hoards have been reported, which usually in-
clude collections of doman coins from the imperial period, with
particular emphasis upon Carus, Constans and Constantiusf there
are also a few from Byzantium, the Ptolemies and the T*ang
dynasty. Mixed with these (one hoard came to light in a shoe
box In the Zanzibar museum and one came out of the revolution
in 1963 in a sweet tin) are often bung, Portuguese, British Pro-
tectorate and even Congolese coins from the time of Leopold*
The tendency has been for modem archaeologists to dismiss 3uch

collections as worthless commercially, useless academically and
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therefore beneath t.ieir dignity and calling to record.* How™*
ever, ultimately useless or useful as such hoards may or nay
not seem to be, fortunately most of them have been recorded
and the information is as useful as the inscription at Kiziu>-
kazi, which after all tells us what we knew already* that
there were nusliias on the coast, but which is apparently,
though "unstratified”, more worthy of attention* If noone
else, the numismatists stand to gain* It is reasonable to
assume that not all of these hoards have been left in the
guest-room cupboard by forgetful wives of the British civil
servants who brought them from England as hobbies or reminders
of home* The collections offer the only non-documentary help
to the leriplus and other pro Muslim references to the Mast
African coast, none of which has received archaeological veri-
fication. The large number of Roman coins re-opens the quest-
ion, closed for the moment by archaeologists, that there may
have been the direct trade between the Bed Sea and the Mast
African coast that the documents refer to. It is also possible
of course that these coins arrived after transsnipoent at Siraf
or another gulf port* This circuitous route has the advantage
of making use of all the documentation without damaging credib-
ility with speculation about the gap between Mogadishu and
Guardaful and of explaining the total lack of anything from
Alexandria and the Red Sea in the area south of the iiom with
the possible exception of two small vessels from unsatisfactory

levels in 1Manda and likely imported later than the fifteenth
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century.

Given the strict Imperial Chinese ban on the export of
caa: , the presence in hast Africa of not one but several T"ang
and Sung pieces is an interesting comment upon both the ineff-
iciency and the necessity of these repeated bans* It remains
of interest why this specie should be regarded as of value so
i Irom home* The first known hast African coinage comes from
the reign of Abu ibn al haaan at kilwa* dating from the late
twelfth century* The absence of coin currency before this
did not prevent handa from becoming by the twelfth century a
town of commercial importance and material wealth which not
even Kilwa was destined to overshadow*

The appeal of specie is difficult to understand* and if it
were stimulated by some social uncertainties of which we are
not aware in this early period* one would have expected to find
more. Is it too frivolous to consider these southern hoards as
the small change in a rersian sailor®s pocket? It would seem
that the sailors coming to the Lamu archipelago were of an al-
together different type since* to my knowledge* no hoard has
been found in that area*”

This ban on the export of cash has been cited as a cause
for the rise In exports of Chinese artefacts ~ in the thir-
teenth century* This is well documented. In 919 a regulation
was introduced permitting the sale of '"silks* brocade* porcelain
and lacquered wares™ in payments for imports* But this is too

early to explain the rapid increase in Chinese ceramic exports
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to the Indian Ocean area* This did not take place until one
hundred and fifty or* more properly* two hundred years later.
There had been bans before* and the commercial activity in
ceramics®* which were the only recoverable artefacts of those
listed by Kuwabara* while there was by no means the volume of
the fifteenth century* for ceramics at least* therefore* a
different cause for the sudden rise in exports must be sought*
The alternatives would be to show a change within the Chinese
commercial structure which emphasised the proportion of ceramics
over lacquered ware and doth in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries* or which resulted in a massive burgeoning of all
previous Chinese exports* measurable by the ceramics* Neither
of these alternatives is tenable at present.

At least one contemporary sees the problem as being less a
matter of government export regulations and more a matter of
security* £>ulaiman,” a merchant involved in the trade* blames
"des frequents qui edatent a Khanfu"” and also the insecurity
of the sea route beyond the Indian Ocean.

In the years of change of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries a few historians gave a great deal of cred-
ence to the possibility that Phoenicians* Chinese* even Greeks*
settled the coast* They were always in a minority and they are
products of their time in that some European settlers found it
hard to relate the poverty and technical simplicity of the
people they settled among with the sophistications advertised by

the ancient ruins of Zimbabwe and the Jwahili coast*
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The Phoenicians are supposed to have coasted to the Zambezi
valley and then moved inland, settling in the Hiem flyja OF
modem Zimbabwe* There is no evidence for Phoenician presence
south of Guardafui. The stories of Phoenician circumnavigation
of the continent are at best vague and depend for their credib-
ility on a complex and suspect argument about how close to the
wind a Phoenician vessel could sail and what way she could make
in a head current at the Cape Verde on the other side of the
continent.

Talbot Smith refers to " a ruined mosque on the island of
i-lageni off the coast of the Jubaland Province of Kenya Colony
said to date to a pre-Islamic period and to be connected with
the worship of Astarte Phoennetian (sic) Goddess of Love™. This
is dubious stuff. Wo such tradition for any building now ob-
tains on the coast, and if it was "said" by anyone it was said
by recent European visitors* By the same token the "half for-
gotten tradition of a Worship of%Golden Calf in connection with
Lamu, Patte and other places in the Lamu District of Tanaland"
are now completely forgotten.

hr* Brouwer®s connections between the minaret of Kizimkazi
at Zanzibar, the towers at Great Zimbabwe and his ill defined
and exemplified Phoenician prototypes are, like the rest of that
absurd book, spurious.”

The Greeks oertainly were interested in the lied Sea, as were
the Womans. Until the beginning of the Christian era there is

no evidence that either group of merchants was sailing regularly
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beyond the Bab al Kandab. But tliere is no doubt that the imp-
ression left by both on the Middle Bast and by the C-reeks on
areas further east and south was in some part at least, aided

by the export of Greek artefacts for several centuries into the
Christian era, from Alexandria* Coins in quantity from Hellenic
Mgypt, Imperial Home and early Byzantium occur all along the
Swahili coast*"

Mr* C* ¥ Haywood” refers to an "urn™ shaped like a Greek
amphora. He says it is greyish in colour; Chittick resists this
suggestion, pointing out that most Alexandrian amphorea are pink-
ish. 1 suspect that his real reason for discussing Haywood"s
statement is that he rightly finds him an unreliable raconteur
elsewhere. In fact, in the Ethiopian collections of the east
Mediterranean amphorae, representing as they do what was avail-
able in the Hed Sea at the right period, one sees that they are
by no means all pinkish and would easily, in salt water, be of a
firmly greyish cream colour. However, a greyish cream storage
jar, unless carefully recorded, has to be more likely a cream
paste jar from the Persian Gulf* Neither the coins nor the
doubtful amphora are evidence of either Greek settlement or
Greek merchants on the Swahili coast.

The fleets of Home, described by Strabo” certainly ran from
the Bed Sea to India via northern Somalia and made the journey
fairly often after the Yemen expedition of 25 B* C* But this
was still probably not the normal mechanism. Before the Yemen

raid the tendency was to tranship to Indian (and Persian?)



28
bottons somewhere in the Bab al liandab area.

There is no reason to assume that the Red Sea-based fleets
of the next six hundred years behaved differently. If they
passed Bab al Mandab they relied for their East African pro-
ducts on picking them up on the northern Horn or the Arabian
coast in the Aden area and then proceeded East. By the same
token the Indian vessels seem to have borne north of west and
left Guardafui to the south. The Reriplus of the Erythraean
Sea and the few other references to the East African coast are
notoriously vague and one suspects that this is because the
"feeder” coastwise traffic north from the East African coast
was not in the hands of the Red Sea merchants and the inform-
ation concerning it was at best second hand, or by courtesy of
a handful of adventurers from the north. There is no ground
for thinking of regular sailing south of Guardafui by Roman or
Hellenic vessels.

Direct Chinese trade links with East Africa have also been
muoh discussed.4'2 Tuan Chieng Shih was not writing for a
client who took contact with Africa for granted; his account is
tinged with adventure if not with plain fantasy. Similarly
Cheng Ho?» famous voyage to the East African coast” was a
matter of comment, and clearly outside the normal run of commerce.

Tuan Ch*eng Shih, writing from accounts of others in the
ninth century fails to resist an account of the exotic palates
of Africa - speaking of blood-and-milk whisks. He also indicates

that ivory and ambergris are exported from the coast, and some-
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tines the locals sell each other* There is also the crucial
information that the ladies are clean and well behaved! plus
<$a change, heither Tuan Oh*eng nor any of hip countrymen
appears to have savoured these delights for himself before the
visit of Cheng Ho in the fTirst half of the fifteenth century.
The direct Chinese contact with Oast Africa was negligible
until the sixth decade of the twentieth century. Prior to
that, trade articles from each terminus were carried via Pers-
ian Gulf or Indian porta in nozWifrican and non-Chinese bottoms,
host of the trade was carried on through Canton, which iIs reg-
ularly referred to in the Arabic sources. 44 But there is no
doubt that goods were traded at other Far Eastern centres also,
such as Lung lien in northern Vietnam and probably several
other places in Annaia” and Java.”

The Indonesians are a persistent theme in the historiogra-
phy of the Last African coast. There are Arabic references to
the arrival of the waq Weg. from the Far Last. Al Idrisi”s
reference is the most famous, indicating, that at least some of
these Far Eastern visits were less in the way of settlement and
more in the way of raiding and trading or both.

Nevertheless, there was settlement also. The Indonesian
traits in Malagasy societies are not just restricted to music
and boats. It is generally accepted for example that import-
ant Malagasy customs concerning adoption, name taking, the
judicial position of the women, and several cults concerning

the death of a Ling, and concerning burial in general, are
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derived from Indonesian practice.

It has even been timt tha ftommi NN Nf fibfc infdy
Iron Age in Africa are related to those of da hunynh and KalL-
anay in douth-east Aaia.” This iIs a far fetched comparison
though some more specific links* as with the burial jar lids
cited from Madagascar by Golheim* might well bear scrutiny.

The build of the hgalawas of the southern coast of Gast
Africa and of the twin masted outriggers of Madagascar and
West Africa has long been in the centre of discussion about
Indonesian inspiration in boat building on the hast African
coast. N IT one may discount the independent invention of the
very specialised form taken by the hull and twin mast, and the
more generally similar, functionally comparable outrigger* one
would expect the idea of this type of vessel to come more or
less direct across the ocean to Africa* along with its makers.49
Jones is particularly interested in & link between the Celebes
and Africa.”™ The alternative to this direct route* a diffus-
ion of the idea all round the north coast of the Ocean* would
offer vessels along that coast* from Indo-China or at
least Siam* to India and the Persian Gulf* and on to the banar-
dir and the Lamu area. Juch a chain of similarly inspired
vessels does not occur* although in Ceylon there are twin—-masted
boats.

There are many other Indonesian - African links* particul-
arly with Madagascar. This is perhaps the most notable in

linguistics, where Dahl'™ and several others have drawn attention
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to the similarity between Malagasy and the Borneo language of
Naanjan. There is some debate as to how dominant this
is# as opposed to the African element#” but there is no doubt
as to the existence of the link.

itifaatever form this contact took — colonisation# or diffus-
ion through trade with the settlers in Madagascar (and the
latter is the most likely) - the direct contact is clear to
most historians of Madagascar, Tfurther, while the boats and
the xylophones”™ are common features of societies south of the
Lamu area# they are absent in the Lamu area itself# and appear
always to have been. The diffusion of these appears to have
moved out from the south and not to have reached the northern
coast.

The Indonesians# like the Homans# seem never to have been
blessed with the sand of Manda between their toes. In the hands
ceramics only one sherd is even remotely similar to any pottery
in areas where Indonesian connections are proven in Africa.

There is Just a possibility# though lacking in proof yet#
that the problem of the Indonesians can be settled with a more
logical reshuffling of the evidence. |If there are Indonesian
traits in Somalia and to a lesser extent along the Swahili coast,
particularly in the south; if rice was imported with the Indo-
nesians and the lexical links of the word for it (mnchele) are
Indians if many of the Indonesian lexical influences in Malgache
take the Sanskrit form;” then it is at least logical to con-

jecture that the Indonesians# like the Shirazi after them did
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not sail direct across the sea (it is a difficult crossing
though not impossible direct from Indonesia, 55) but came round
the Indian Ocean northern shores and down the coast from
Somalia to Madagascar. They would, in this hypothesis, have
met well-established pastoral communities in the north and
fanning and hunting communities on the Swahili coast and would
have pressed on until the more welcoming, moire easily command-
eered coasts of Madagascar appeared. Thence, a secondary wave
of Indonesian traits may well have diffused through the agency
of the communities in contact with the new settlers. This
would have had to take place after the second century A.D. to
satisfy the Sanskrit evidence and before the eighth century
A.D., since while plenty of stories abound about other visits,
settlers and traders after that time, none refers directly to
Indonesians. Such speculation is entertaining, and is of
value in encouraging the reconsideration of the evidence; it is
not any more probable as yet than the more standard theories.

The early settlers on the coast are connected with the prob-
lem of the arrival of certain floral domesticates. Rice and
bananas are thought to be Far liastern domesticates. The route
or routes by which they came to Africa are unknown. Rice was
apparently not used in the Kile valley until after the arrival
of the Arabs.”~ The archaeological finds on the East African
coast and the few documentary references offer no suggestions
of an Egyptian presence in any form. One would not expect rice

or any other crop to be "diffused"” successfully into an area
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without an intensity of contact which would be visible in the
archaeological record. The chlorlstic schist bowls and lamps
of the coast are very similar to those in Madagascar, 57 and
the presence of such a lamp in Aden5® and another in Fustat
is also interesting* but this is no indication of direct links;
indeed given the range of such vessels in Africa and Madagascar
these two lamps emphasise the lack of contact with both north
and south. Furthermore, the popular faience beads of Egypt are
entirely absent in the East African material reinforcing the
argument of the isolation of East Africa from Egypt between
3000 B.C. and 1000 A.D. \

IT rice came to the coast from the North, it more likely
came direct with the Arab sailors rather than from the Nile
basin. Further, it most likely came only with settlers, not
just with seasonal visitors who could not tend it properly. On
present evidence it cannot therefore have reached the north
Kenya coast before the establishment of Manda in the ninth cen-
tury. The possibility that rice came as a fellow traveller
with the Indonesians is superficially attractive. In the
absence of evidence to the contrary it must be assumed that the
cultural traits brought from Indonesia, which might include
rice, would have been diffused without the agency of Indonesian
pioneers all over the area of dispersal. They would have been
diffused by contact and example. There is little enough evid-
ence in the Swahili sub-culture in the Lanu archipelago, and

one might have assumed that these Indonesian traits did not
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diffuse far enough north. Grolfeanelli, however, is confident
that some Indonesian traits are engrained in Somali culture.59
This begs questions about the antiquity of the Somali presenoe
on that coast, and the possibility that, since Grotanelli doc-
uments some of these traits among the Boni (not altogether
convincingly),”® they might also have been on the coast among
the Bantu*speakers who were absorbed subsequently into the
Islamic society of the towns. It challenges one more product-
ively to consider whether rice was at all one of the Indones-
ian traits. A far easier argument would have it that rice was
not introduced by the Indonesians direct, at least not to the
northern coasts, unless they themselves came to those coasts
from the north after a circumnavigation of the northern shores
of the Indian Ocean. More likely it came with settlers direct
from Arabia, the Persian Gulf or from northern India, since the
Swahili word for it is mchele, which seems to be Indian in
origin. The arrival of rice with these settlers, who are al-
ready documented as having definitely come, and as having built
the first archaeologically verified permanent settlements so
far found, would be the least fanciful.

It is generally assumed that bananas reached Africa early
in the first millenium AD with Indonesian settlers, or settlers
who hAd been subject to Indonesian influences, and nothing pre-
vents consideration of the arrival of rice at the same time.
The settlement of the coast by anyone before the ninth century

remains problematical, and rice is not likely to have been
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cultivated on the coast until the arrival of the permanent
settlors from Arabia and Persia. After the ninth century it
Crust have rapidly established itself* and al Idrisi notes* two
centuries later* that rice was not only consumed but also ex-
ported.”™ Ibn Battuta” discerning palate submitted itself to
rice with "flesh* fish or fowl"™ at Mogadishu.” Bice presup-
poses a more regular occupation of the coast than monsoonal
visits by its would-be farmers. Given the absence of known
settlements in the area* the presumed predilection of the pre-
Kanda inhabitants of the area for the hinterland* and the

total absence of other Indonesian influence in the area* the
possibility that the knowledge of rice-growing reached the

harm area from the south is minimal. Apart from a chance grain
impression the discovery of rice in the archaeological record
is unlikely given the fact that rice is generally threshed by
simply flicking over the stalks with the foot and in most
places there is no specialized equipment other than the storage
bin which is likely to remain for the archaeologist.

Bananas may have reached Africa south of the Swahili area.
This is quite likely. They may however be partially of indig-
enous development with Fifteenth or sixteenth century additions
of new South-east Asian strains. Like rice* they must have
reached the northern coast at latest soon after the ninth cen-
tury for al Wiass,udi writes of the people on the coast eating

bananas.

Bananas may well have been grown by farmers behind the coast
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long before the ninth century, but this crop may be explained by
the arrival of Bantu*»speakinf farmers with cultural HriVs to the
south and south-west, not by coastwise contacts. However these
might have reached the Lamu area, a widely held botanists* view
is that bananas in East Africa must have been derived from
ancestral material originating in Malaysia.”

Millet was in Ethiopia by the turn of the Christian epoch.
Regrettably, al Masfudi omitted the Latin and English names of the
species in question, but one might propose that the bananas *md
millet he saw on the coast would be a natural adjunct of the cul-
ture brought with Cushitic-speaking settlers of the hills behind
the coast. Unfortunately for this theoretically satisfactory
conclusion the ceramic traditions on the coast show nothing in
their form, shape or decoration which would suggest antecedents
in a tradition from the southern highlands of Ethiopia. Pew cea>-
amic parallels with northern or western traditions, however
slight and dubious, appear in the early coastal collections,
least of all in the cooking-pot repertoire. Strong similarities
do however encourage one to see a southern and south-western
Early Iron Age connection. At all events, like bananas, the crop
appears to have a much longer history on the coast than rice.

The connection with southern Ethiopia is of great interest.
Cosmas Indicoplcustos claims to have been far enough south to see
an albatross on an Aksumite ship on a regular run down the coast
servicing an Aksumite expedition inland for gold.64 It is this

story which permits the fanciful to connect the architecture of
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Aksum with that of Zimbabwe* The Akamaitee are said, to be
trading with "Central Africa”™.65 It would be tempting to see
Aksumites marching inland from the Zeila coast or, possibly,
even marching up the Juba or the Vabe Shebelle to Kaffa and
the other gold-bearing areas of the highlands for their gold*
Be that as it may, the links between Southern Ethiopia and
the coast seem certain to have been there and need immediate
and careful attention#

The East African coast may have been as muoh in commercial
touch with the south Ethiopian highlands as the Aksumite Empire
was with the traders of the northern highlands and the western
marches# Indeed one should read Cosmos Indicopleusies as noting
that the Aksumites were also sending caravans into the south*
It would be curious if so difficult a journey as that from the
coast, through the Aksumite lands and through the mountains to
the south, was made when the relatively easy and short routes
east from the southern highlands were not used*

It may be that despite the availability of natural resources
in the inhospitable coastal hinterland, their exploitation was
no competition for a long-distance trade overland from the
southern highlands of Ethiopia) a situation comparable to that
behind the Red Sea ports* Killer66 postulates a route from the
Swahili coast, possibly from the ityralaesan Islands via the Omo
valley and via the Wabi Shebelle valley* Killer also sees the

67
possibility of a route running along the Chercher Hills to the
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northern ogaden and the <Seila area* These are aid likely
routes especially given what little is known of oral trad-
itions along all three routes. Datoo points up difficulties
in these land routes6” but these depend on a questionable
interpretation of the functions and trade mechanisms of the
routes* All three are eminently logical routes for commerce
between the southern highlands and the coast* Elephants,
whille extinct in north eastern Sthippia, are not extinct in
Hararghe province, and the few herds left still range across
the line of the northernmost of these southern routes propos-
ed by killer, and produce the soft ivory which doubtless
comprised the ancient exports to India and China mentioned
both by Periplus and in the Chau Ju Kua.”

Certainly such a route across the northern Ogaden existed
in the fourteenth century and after* Celadon, reported at a
dozen or so sites in the Hargeisa area, © at Dagahabur,” and
Ghana* liasan, was clearly imported in some quantity and is
associated with stone-built towns generally accepted to have
been involved in long distance trade*

Beforejthe ninth century it naama that the cultural influr-
oncos on the coastal strip came from the hinterland* from
Southern Ethiopia and possibly from Southern Kenya* The model
this suggests is of people farming on the fertile ground cn
and around the game-rich Mundane hills behind the coastal strip,
and hunting not only for meat but for ivoiy end rhino hem*

These people went down to the QOaatat certain times of the year



39

vhen the monsoon brought in the dhow from the North (eome time
between November and January) and conducted trade with the sail”®
ors» selling ivory* rhino horn, tortoiseshell and surplus grain
in return for iron tools* (spears and bush knives likely at a
premium) glass and possibly cloth* One need not seriously con*
aider that they took Homan coins alsoJ

The modern inhabitants of the Mundane Range are the Boni™*
Their language is Cushitic* Presumably on the strength of this
Dracopoli claims that they came from "the southern regions of
Abyssinia” They comprise a very small group; Fitzgerald in
1898 noted that fewer than 1000 were left*” Perhaps the same
number are in the forest today* One suspects that theirhunting
and gathering way of life* obtaining a small surplus for luxur-
ies* is an established balance with its environment* not the
ravaged remains of a hypothetical catastrophe which it is com*
monly believed to be* The Bantu-speaking farmers have left the
area but one would have to establish how much they affected the
Boni than the coastal edismbas of the island populations do today
before suggesting that their departure heralded the decline in
numbers of the Boni from a hypothetically larger tribe into the
tiny group it now is. Nevertheless* stripped of its drama* this
idea that the Boni represent a larger group of non-Bantu-speaking
farmers* possibly without iron* living in the area before the
Oromo attacks* remains attractive. Most would then have left*
moving south or into the towns off the coast* like the Bantu-

speaking refugees* and the rest would have adapted to the life
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of the forest, or nay have been those living like that before,
either as a submerged or subservient caste attached to the
farming community or as specialists within it.

Fitzgerald and Bliot describe tfee &>ai bringing ivory,
rhino horn, ambergris and rubber to the shambas of the coastal
Islamic settlements in i1)odori and Jangl creeks taking away
millet.7'6 The same happens today though the nature of the
trade goods has changed a little and the trade is now along the
Ilokowe-Kiunga track, not coastwise. This is essentially the
model imagined for the relationships between the early coastal
towns and the immediate hinterland, although the farming com-
munity not client to the coastal towns has disappeared. Khret"s
work and comments on the Bahaia might apply to the Boni also.

While it is clear that Bantu»speaking groups were above the
Tana in the first ailleniua AD. it is not clear where, or who,
they were, or what thsy were doing. They could have been slaves,
or esoaped slaves of the ooastal citizens (if such there were),
or they could have been early lIron Age farmers, moving Korth up the
congenial agricultural lands between the Nyika and the coast, or
they could have been & mixture of these elements.

These Bantu-speakers were certainly well established in the
ninth century during which at least some of them ware Muslims.77
They extended well into modern Somalia. Al Istakhri for example
says "The land of the Zinji is more extensive than the land of
the Sudan. It does not adjoin any other country except the land

of al-iiabasha and lies opposite to Yemen, Fars, Kerman and
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India."78 Al l1laa’udi points out that the population of Berbora
is a mixture of Habaaha and Zinji."»

There seems no reason to doubt that the Zinj of the Arab
documents are the Bantu-speaking black farmers of the coast,
and not Somalis* Al Idrisi notes that 3arswa adjoins the land
of Zinj and says that the border of the land of Zinj is three
days and nights by boat north of Hulanda.00 Mulanda is not
easy to identify, but strong favourites are Malindi and Msnda.
Seventy-two hours* sailing north of either town would bring one
very close indeed to Barawa and one must read Al Idrisi as say-
ing that the Zinj occupied the whole of that coast. lieinhof
and Storbeck both associate the Wabi Shebelle river with Al Mas*
udi®s description of the northern border of the Zinj as the
"Upper Hile"?” Matveyev lists both possibilities and the diff-
erence between the two is indeed slight.

Gastaldi®s sixteenth-century map shows Zinj right up in the
Guardafui area at a time when the Somalis were apparently still
in the small area on the north-facing coast west of Guardafui.
None of this is much more than informed speculation, but the
very useful idea remains of coastal farmers with close cultural
links with South Ethiopia and the Upper Nile# Specifically
they were already in residence behind Witu at the beginning of
the era, and soon afterwards were joined peacefully by Bantu-
speaking farmers from the south. Neither the farmers nor the
hunters to the north would have any internal reason for being

attracted to permanent settlement on the infertile coral islands
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or on the less fertile ad. thickly-bushed Immediate coast* The
slightly higher ground behind the coast was altogether more
congenial. Templar™a survey of the ecology of the area also
suggests a higher rainfall and more forest - even as late as
the first millemum AD — and lie says'.=«Jo long as man lived by
hunting he probably avoided the coastal strip to a great extent.
When he did visit it he possibly confined himself to the clay
lands, which were, perhaps* more open, and also to aoma of the
better drained parts. "3 We might expect the same to apply to
the farmers. Only some time in the Ffirst millenium AD do farm-
ers from the south, speaking Bantu, enter the area, and they
probably remain a minority for some time. Bantu-speakers do
not seem to be on the coast at the time of the Periplus and may
well not have arrived until the second half of the first millen-
ium AD. The Swahili language has many aspeots of '‘proto-Bantu’,
carrying, for example, seventeen of the eighteen presumed
classes in the class concord system and containing a lexicon in-
cluding 44/- of the starred forms.”4 This could perhaps be com-
pared to the or so of Romance words in English. Swahili is
very African, and particularly it is a very Bantu language. |IFf
the symbiotic relationship between Bantuand the Early lron Age
in this part of Africa is correctly assumed, on present evidence
the Bantu-speaking farmers were not on the coast before the
third century AD.

IT the hypothesis that the Bantu”spesldng farmers entered an

area already oocupied by Cushiticgpeaking faxmersis correct, e



43
difference in agricultural practice might be visible* AS yet,
no archaeological evidence indicates pre-Bantu-speaking groups
farming in the area. This may well be due to the haphazard
nature of archaeological survey undertaken along the hills b*»
hind the coast* The only fTirm indications come from Soper®s
work in the Kwale area, where pr~-Bantup-speaking farmers, if In
the area, did not use the same settlements _and almost certdinly
did not use iron* In this respect the traditions recorded by
Cerullioa are wealthy of note* According to these, the Oromo,
already pushing south along the coast around the Juba valley
before the Ffifteenth century (and possibly as early as the sev-
enth) , met resistant faimer groups fighting with wooden arrows*
Finally, having retreated across the Tana River, the fugitives
learned to use iron points*

Iron was certainly at Manda in the ninth century and at
kwale in the third, so the seventh century date suggested for a
southward Oromo push might veil explain the destruction of nox>-
Bantu farming groups north of the Tana*

The early pre-Bantu farmers would not be expected south of
the Tana after the third century where they would not signify in
competition with the iron-using Bantu-speaking agriculturalists*
IT the hypothesised early northern incursion took place any post
seventh or eighth century agricultural settlement on the main-
land north of the Tana is to be expected to be under the protect-

ion of Bantu) speaking groups* Likely those groups allied them-

selves to the island trading settlements exploiting only the
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mainland ooaot in patehee opposite the islands and not oor*oom-
ing thewselvos with clearing and faraing the fallia behind.

fhe establishment of poaeanamt ooaatal settlements wae
clearly naaocrtated with the trade in ivoxy and otier
but cannot be justified ateply in tarsia of that trade# June now
fofituro of the relationship has to be sought In the ninth cen-
tury which would account far the aattlaaant of hands at that
ttee, If uhret”a gtettoohronology is right* one night NXpoot
uxoalia to bo moving aouth at the end of the first railloniuw.
hid this force the Cuahiti# farmers and ths. nntu flutters togeth-
er and force both onto the islands# fad the hunters into oubject-
teuV, She latter poooibility la indicated by the subordinate
position of the deni to too .ica.ll in ths nineteenth eentuxyj the
former jo: ont unlikely* uather thou nates the rapid end waxy
araetlo change of eoonoay and social structure teplled by a move
to the islands* the farmers would move sway south, Vhi* is
exactly the rosponee apooified by the numerous traditions oneaag
the i.yika and aegeju - indeed in the retreat arena the traditions
mention a move Jouth from a place or area called dhungweytu It
seems dear that ofcungwaya legends among ths peoples of the
control highlands of Kenya* and the ~hanbela* are recent innovat-
ions* and the original legends were only with the iJLjikendn#
Uiret"a identification of those tenigreoits from the north as
Unsaid is lees oatisfactoxy historically* Whatever it sight
have in its favour gtettochronologleally it would be the only

evidence of (as opposed to store generally —eact Cfeshitie;
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groups south of Guardafui before the sixteenth century.

while such internal changes need not affect the basic trad-
ing pattern, they may well affect the reliability of the provw»-
ision of export goods at the right time of year when the ships
could take the monsoon into the area* The disruption caused by
the social predominance of those not producing or storing ivory

i and other goods for which the traders came might well encourage
the traders to establish a well-protected post capable of
s toring goods out of season. They would very naturally choose
one or more of the little islands of the Lomu archipelago.

In addition to these conjectures, the documentary materials
and oral traditions (which monition no such economic reasons)
describe the arrival on the coast of refugees from various
unpleasant futures in Oman and Persia, whatever their reasons
were, settlers certainly came to iianda in the ninth century, and
established first a mud-hut settlement, but very quickly after
that a town with at least a nucleus of stone buildings The
building material was dressed coral, all of it dead coral, the
fineness of texture used depending on the amount of dressing
required. The overseas connection in the first foui?*hundred
years of the life of .the settlement was,, if the pottery is any-
thing to go by, vary strong with the port of Siraf. It is the
undoubtedly strong link with Pars that makes the modem tradit-
ions about miiracp. origins of the pre-Arab people of the coast

particularly interesting.

in the fourteenth century, the archaeological ceramic finds



46

tentatively suggest a slight reorientation of trade T to
embrace more Arabian material. The architectural evidence is
more forceful* at least for the kilwa area* In recent times*
from the seventeenth century onwards, Omani interests in the
area have been great*

The seaward-facing trading settlements were not associated
with Phoenicians, Greeks or Homans, and, though economically
affected by them, not directly integrated with the watu wa
bara (the people of the mainland)* They were closely tied in
with coast-vise trade north to Arabia and seaward trade north
east to the Persian Gulf and north India. These links were
in trade and in family ties but the settlements on the coast
were not simply Isolated colonies. The Jwahili language is not
founded on Sumerian structure”™? but on Bantu* These settlers,
while preserving genealogical and commercial links with their
points of origin, came to stay and intermarried locally* There
is a bewildering array of legends and historical references to
the arrival of different groups of these settlors. In many
cases it seems possible to relate these arrivals to persecut-
ions in the points of origin and this helps to explain the
finality with which the settlers appear to have established
themselves on the hast African coast, it also offers an explan-
ation for the rich and cosmopolitan yet firmly indigenous
Swahili culture.

While most of the pro-Islamic settlers certainly came from

the Awftd-fV1 peninsula, there is the possibility that they may
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also have cone from elsewhere. Early Indian settlement in the
area is much debated. It has been accepted by most historians
that the Indian presence on the Hast African coast is from the
same regions of the subcontinent with which there was histori-
cally-known trade. These are the Indus delta, Cutch, Kathiawar
and Gugerat, and the coast down to the Bombay area. Of Indian
merchants reaching Africa from these areas there is no doubt.
Francis Gilford*s famous retraction of some of his statements”
about Idndu references to Indian exploration still leaves one
with the basic observation thliat Infliflnp knew a very great deal
about the continent of Africa and that their knowledge was by
no means limited to the coast. The Periplus of the Erythraean
Sea refers not only to trade between Africa and north-west India
but also to the Indian settlement on Socotra.” Not only did
the Tamil states maintain large merchant fleets in the tradit-
ion of their predecessors, who wore so successful that there was
"no year in which India did not drain the Homan Empire of a
hundred million sesterces",*" but also men from the Indus delta
and from Cutch settled at Bahrein in the seventh century A_I).
It is, from this kind, of information, a short step to a deduct-
ion tliat Indians were settling on the Jwahili coast as soon as
there were trading towns to settle in.

iiathew speculates on the presence of Indians on the coast
possibly even as early as the eighth century. He notes the
naldive cowries and Indian beads and the Indian systems of weights

and measures. There is little factual evidence of Indians in
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residence on the coast until the documentation provided by the
Portuguese* There is circumstantial evidence such as the fact
that the Indian influence is seen in the shouldered and trumpet—
rim bowls with geometric incised patterns on the neck. These
vessels, along with related vessels certainly imported* occur
from at least the ninth century onwards at Manda* In the secure
days of the British "residency” in Zanzibar, the authors of the
Zanzibar contribution to the iAapire Exhibition in 1924 were able
to asserts '"Whan the Assyrians were defeated by the j&apire of
the Chaldeans, hedes and Persians in 606 B*C*, the Chaldean Aing
Babonidus encouraged dhow trade by opening up sea routes between
Babylon, China, India and Bast Africa = the direct result of
which was fast immigration of Hindus to Africa*

We have sinoe learned more caution* There is no doubt of a
commercial marriage of interests between the north-west Indian
coast and the East African coast from on early period. How
early that period is, is open to question* |If stone beads or
the imported bead blanks are an imMi-nn contribution to African
economy then the connections are three or four thousand years
old. However the doubtfully Indian beads of the Leakeys" excav-
ations, like the definitely Indian beads of the fifteenth ana
sixteenth centuries on the Swahili coast, indicate trade items
only, not settlement* The demonstrably Indian features in the
Swahili architecture, such as a large covered praying area,
nicked ogival arches, and corbelled vaults, domes and occas-

ionally arches, are none of them indicative of extensive Indian
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settlement although they almost certainly indicate the presence

Indian fleets on the coast before the fifteenth century are
not a feature of the records, though one feels logically that
they must at least occasionally have come and there are occas-
ional close parallels in local and north-west Indian ceramic
traditions* Shat deep-sea commerce seems to have been very much
in the hands of the Persian Gulf fleets and Swahili fleets.
There is no doubt that some* if not all, of the Indian trade was
carried on by transshipment at Bandar Abbas, Siraf or some other
Gulf entrepot* This pattern is visible right into the nine-
teenth century, 93 Particularly tantalising axe the traditions
of the arrival of the WaDebuli.94 The tfaDebuli are remembered
as being the first immigrants (though presumably after the ab-
sorbtion of the '"men of huza'), and as white* Sir John Gray
has summarised the evidence for the WaDebuli*-~ They were
apparently in positions of some importance in sixteenth century

Ailwa. A commercial link of some kind existed between the

Bahmanis (with whom Gray associates the wahebuli; and Bast Africa

exemplified by Abyssinian esettlers* and slaves there. Rhyming
couplets in southern Swahili are similar to those in the Daccan*
and the iidnaniffwere the first to use cannon while the _/aDebuli
are credited with the use of cannon.

These Indian connections cannot all be accepted uncritically;
mthe generalisations about African origin are not enough to prove

Swahili coast connections* Africans there were in the Daccan,

b
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but they are seemingly associated with Ethiopians (Habshi) and not
East Africans (Zanji) = Habshis are certainly regularly featured
in the histories of western states of India, and those of the
Daccan; as important military leaders (like Yaqut Sabit Khan \
Habshi and his son Ikhtiyai>-al Hulk), scholars such as Sheikh
Sayyid al Habshi Sultani. The biography of Malik Ambar, who
ruled the west coast of the Ahmadnagar region of the Daccan be-
tween 1602-26, emphasises this Ethiopian connection. Similarly
the MJanjiraH Africans of India and the Deccan are more likely
etymologically to be southern Ethiopiansi non-senitic forest
peoples, for whom the contemptuous general term "Gangero' was
used until recently despite the concurrent specific application
of the term to a small group in ICaffa province# While it is true
that Zanj names occur not at all in material so far collected, it
is clear that they too were contributing substantially to the
life of West India and principally by their work on the plantat-
ions# The evidence as it sits to date sees Habshis more widely
spread geographically, for instance into the Deccan, and socially,
for instance into the aristocraoy, while the Zanj seem to have
been labourers on the coastal plantations# The specifically East
African link with the Deccan, then, is not proven strong#

The port of Daybul, invaded by the Arabs and Islamised in the
ninth century and destroyed in the middle of the thirteenth cen-
tury, may at either of those times have disbursed emigrants in
significant numbers, some of whom could have come to the East

African coast# Khan identifies Daybul with the modern Banbhore,
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about 60 kaa* east of Karachi, and hag conducted very interest*
ing excavations there* In many respects the pottery assemblage
is very similar to that found at llanda, particularly concerning
the range of Sgraffiato and other Persian lead glazed wares*
The early Indian contacts with the hast African coast were
there* he know of the use of Z&nji as well as Habash on the
coastal coconut and rice estates, particularly on the Gujarati
coast of the middle ages.

In the pre-Portuguese sites of the Lamu region this connect-
ion with north western India is underlined by the presence of a
collection of sherds from storage vessels, small pots, and most
commonly, carinated ledge rim bowls which are most unlikely to
have been useful as commercial containers. These pots are well
fired, harder than their local equivalents and attractively
decorated in the restrained way appreciated in that period, with
elegant scalloping on the neck junction and often sharply corn-
iced rims* They were mostly for cooking* They may, for their
technical superiority, have been imported for the domestic
luxury trade but they may just as well represent the physical
presence on the coast of a few Indian families taking care of the
Gujarati commercial interests in this important area* The Portu-
guese found the "banyans™ to be very powerful in the commercial
world, and in an attempt to isolate and undermine this position
they were forbidden to conduct business with them*96 There were
direct sailings to and from India*9”" Indian masons were employed

for the construction of Port Jesusj an Indian, liuhammad Rukn al
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Din al babuli became Sultan of Kilwa. hookerjeo, on no grounds
presented, observes that India "had trading settlements...all
over the east ooast of Africa"” This exaggerates and is ill-
founded but there dearly is no doubt of Indian settlement of
some kind. It remains to indicate the commercial interests of
these settlers, and also to indicate a terminus post quem for
their arrival, a model as to the nature of their arrival (be
it rush, flow or trickle), an observation on non-oommercial
reasons for their arrival and an assessment of the size and
composition of this population.

The legend of the ~aDebuli is clearly oentral to the hist-
orian®s task since it would, if understood as presented above,
be an early indication of Indian arrival. The pottery is of
importance to the archaeologist since Indian influences are
tangible and dating may be possible.

Although Arab communication with the coast and settlement
there is fairly well documented long before the emergence of
Islam, it can only have been on a small scale, and must have
been in different places from those carrying the later settle-
ments. After the intensive study of the offshore islands it
is almost certain that these early settlements were on the
mainland and apparently much less anxious about the intentions
of their mainland neighbours than their successors in the
Middle Ages.

The Arabs, from the first settler to the larger ninth and

tenth century settler groups, seem to have so closely identi—
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ficd tiieiaaelvos with thoir new hones that Islam did not spread
rapidly in the settlements. XF the presence of the pro-Islamic
Arab settlors spoken of by the hook of tianj is to be credited
this slowness to adopt Isloia in later years nay be nore compre-
hensible. As late as the tenth century Alphas*udi describes
Qanbalu as part iiuslim and part Zenj”~ (or black) , ~anbalu

might be Zanzibar, but wherever it is* it is interesting to note
how the new religion was Been by Al xlas"udi to attract only the
immigrants* The non-Muslims are described not in those terms
but by their colour. In the mid-twelfth century Al Idrisil00
says that the towns south of Barawa are pagan, and lIban Yaqut

is oven less charitable, feeling that the whole coast south of
1l-ogadiahu is pagan.101 This agrees with Ibn Haugal who in tlic
tenth century declines even to honour such heathens with a
description. Ibn xlajid also, while noting havens of Islam

(he uses, 1 think, the term meaning "place of sozmon', not mean-
ing simply district as Tibbetts would have it),1" observes
that "on the coast of the mainland above Zanzibar they ore infid-
eisM.1™M sits ill in geography with the assertions of the
other observers but it supports the basic contention that Islam
was restricted to the trading towns and possibly only to elem-
ents of those. The early settlers from Himyar had presumably
been totally absorbed by the time Islam as an Arabian unifying
force had come to hast Africa. One curious reference is that

found in the Chao Ju kua and quoted by Alliot.~** It runs as

follows:
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"The country of the Tseng Po is on an island in the

South of Hu Ch*a La (Gujarat?)# In the west it bounds

on large hills} its inhabitants are of Arab descent and

observe the rites of the Lohammedan religion; they wear

blue cotton cloth and 3hoes of red leather; their daily

food consists of rice, or flour cakes and roasted

mutton# Their villages are mostly built terrace shape

in the ravines of their wooded hills# The climate is

warm and there is no cold season# The products are

elephants* teeth, raw gold, ambergris and yellow sandal

wood.
Hvery year the country of Hu Ch*a La and the settlements

on the sea coast of Arabia 3end out ships to barter with

this country, the articles of exchange being white cloth,

porcelain, copper and red cotton,"

This passage lias often been taken to refer to the Last
African coast# The direction south of Gujarat is taken os the
licence of a secondhand account# Certainly in most respects
the description would fit the Last African coast, but there are
three major difficulties aside from the poor directions# Pirst,
if the direction is more accurate than we allow, the rest of the
description fits Ceylon better than Last Africa; second, sandal
wood was almost certainly not a major feature of exports from
Last Africa; third, there is absolutely no other document and no
archaeological evidence, to support the statement concerning the
nature of the settlements, indeed not only are there no terraces
but few enough ravines# The description concerning the settle-
ments would theoretically fit better the hills behind the coast
but this does not meet any known historical or archaeological
evidence# we know of Persian, North Vest Indian and Chinese
interest in Ceylon which was certainly a more crucial place

_ } 106 B e _ _
economically than Last Africa# Given these difficulties it

would be better not to use the Chao Ju/Kua in attempts to recon-—
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struct the arrangements on the coast before the building of the
Swahili towns*

The tradition that a group of l.uslim settlers arrived on
the coast at the time of Marun al Rashid (eighth oontua™) is
supported only by the discovery in Zanzibar of a dinar of Ja#
far al BaasuridL, who was a wazir of liarun al Rashid. This coin
is dated to 793 AD but is not found in an archaeological coi>-
text and its provenance in Zanzibar is therefore not at all
reliable* Other traditions are equally difficult to substant-
iate* The brothers Julaiman and Oalid, joint rulers of Uman
are said to have moved to the hast African coast as a result of
having been defeated by the Ummayyad array sometime in the eighth
century* Though 1 know of no Ummayyad military campaigns there,
this may refer to the embarassment of the Ibadhis of Uman after
their defeat by the Ummayyads at Wadi9l &Kura in 760-61 AD*
These men settled on the bast African coast and intermarried*
They may be the people whom de barros called the hmozaidi, or
(presumably) al hu Zaidi, that is, Shi9ites*”" The present
population on the coast is predominantly Sunni, but this suggest-
ion that there might be some Shi9ite influence in the area
appears elsewhere iIn the history of the coast* As noted above,
de harros (and thereafter Stigand, Coupland, Triningham and
Guillain) speaks of people who would seem to be Shiliteo, who
came from Al Aksa (near Bahrain”, founding the towns of lierca
and Mogadishu, liombasa, Temba and Kilwa among others*™e® Al

Las*udi twice visited bast Africa, on a Sirafi ship for one trip,
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and on an Umani ship for the other*

The contacts with the early huslim world of the Arabian
Peninsula and the Persian Gulf are clearly to be taken seriously
even if the traditions are vague and disparate* The group of
emigrants about whom we know most are Shirazi; that about which
we know least is that of the 5hi"ites who* though they could
theologically have come from Persia also9 seem not to have done,
and appear to be a distinct group* Professor Lewici and Dr*
bchacht have done some extremely important work in the western
budan attempting to isolate the Khariji, and more particularly
ibodhi, influences iIn Sudanese historiography with a view to
assessing their contribution to the early history of Islam in
that area* ~ ~chacht has attempted, among other tilings, to
identify an Ibadhi architectural type* This includes the use of
wooden minbars instead of steps built into the structure, of
interconnected minbar-mihrab niches, and of a step minaret, often
only a few steps high* lie goes on to isolate features of budan-
ese mosqgue architecture which, though not always demonstrably
Ibadhi structures, may suggest tha* influence*™ "™ These region-
al features inciuda the short square tower with prominent comers
and a cupola, so common in the architecture of the hz&b* Illories
has published a short description of the mosques of 2} Ghana
and draws attention to the use of the small meditation room at
the qgibla end of the roof and occasionally (when there is a
tower at the minaret) set in the base of the tower*~” This is

known in iiausa as the "haluwa™, and while by no means firmly
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associated with the ibadhis* is not well”~integrated into the
Sunni architectural tradition as understood in that area* By
the sane token the "chumba kidogo™ (simply ] I«mgii room™*)
on the roof of the new Hodha mosque built on the waterfront at
Lamu is not easily understood as a regular feature of Sunni
mosque architecture* This and the step minaret often occur in
mosques on the North Swahili coast which are still used* It
is worth noting, that tower minarets* indeed minarets of any
kind on the Swahili mosque of the period before the seventeenth
century* have not been found* Further, only in the very south*
at Gedi and Ungwana* do step minbars occur in pre-seventeenth
century mosques* Elsewhere the minbar is not extant and was
presumably of wood* In all cases north of hwana* the pre-seven-
teenth century mosques do not have a door in the qgibla end of
the wall to the right of the mihrab. These features might
possibly hint something of the kind suggested by Jehacht were it
not for the fact that an intercommunicating minbar/mihrab niche
complex occurs in the mosque recently deserted at bindeni and
thought to be of the seventeenth or early eighteenth century; and
that the haluwa in the Lamu mosque is so late and built at such
a time of architectural upheaval that one might think as much of
a French minstrels gallery as of a survival of a submerged
Ibadhi theme some five hundred to a thousand years deep* Neither
is it yet apparent that bchacht?s isolation of these architect-
ural features really does exclusively suggest an lbadhi* as

opposed to a more generally Khariji* influence or indeed* as he
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himself says, simply to "an archaic feature of Islamic relig-
ious architecture which has survived especially in remote and
isolated distriots"_*12

Nevertheless, something happened in the thirteenth cent-
ury and something again changed the taclc though not the
direction of the Swahili culture, in,the sixteenth century*

The relevance of these modifications to the lbadhi or Khariji
question must be established, even if only negatively. The
late thirteenth century break noticed by Chittick at Kilwa and
associated by him with the new Nahdali dynasty, purportedly
from the lemon, is a break seen also in the Lamu archipelago.

In the northern case there is no satisfactory historical
evidence of new dynasties from outside, but the Black on Yellow
ware cuts across the sites in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries banishing Jgraffiato vessels and preceding a larger
influx of Chinese pottery in the fifteenth and sixteenth cen-
turies. bgraffiato does not linger on into the Ffifteenth cen?-
tury as it does atJJdngwana* it is a temptation to see the
arrival of the Black on Yellow ware in the north earlier than
Chittick supposes for the south. Luch slim stratigraphical
evidence as exists in the Lamu archipelago shows the Black on
Yellow vessels below the first occurrences of late thirteenth and
fourteenth century Chinese pieces. The characteristic north
Swahili coral stone architecture, perhaps represented at its
earliest (outside handa) by some of the tombs at Bondo, and rep-

resented in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries at a couple of
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uozen sites is the hams archipelago region,

is simple ard

functional with restrained carved geometric decoration.

The apparently new architectural modes and the ceramic
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domination* Chittick, with no
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neighbourhood of both ~den and
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it is interesting to speculate
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period*
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evidence but excellent instinct,
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The presence of lIbadhis in the
nuxmua is interesting in this
firm evidence of any kind, but
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of the post eighteenth century
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plastic arts do seem to go through another fundamental change

of style in tiie sixteenth or seventeenth century.

austere,

the mihrabs of that period and

113 The

geometric patterning on the carved coral borders to

the elegant geometric panels on

the tomb at Bondo certainly support this thesis when set against

the much more baroque tendrils

and painted fancies, elaborately-

carved plasterwork and ornate furniture of the later period*

Particularly,

end of the seventeenth century.

hAFl been tentatively associated with the Ibadhis*

possible that an early,

the guilloche pattern disappears completely by the

The guilloche in West Africa

It Is just

austere and possibly heretic hhariji



60
Influence accounts for the earlier art forma while a Junni re-
vival of influx in the sixteenth or seventeenth centuries
accounts for the later* This is highly speculative, but it
does point up some extra interests in Chittiok"a reappraisal
of the chronology of the Pate Chronicle and his assertion that
the habahanis likely did not come to power until the sixteenth
century* Could the ousted dynasty, the Batawi, have been her**
etios? There is no evidence for this, but it is of interest
that just after the time Chittick suggests, in the late six-
teenth century, the artistic and architectural styles show
gigpg of changing*

Chittick draws attention to the Nabahani dynasty of Pate and
it is a useful focus*~” His Bondages in the town of Fate show
that the fourteenth century settlement was not the thriving and
important town **hi**h the Pate Chronicle would have us believe*

It is not as certain as Chittiok would have us believe that
the town was non-existent in the early thirteenth century*
Whatever his Bondages may have suggested, it is a fact that
Sgraffiato of a twelfth or thirteenth century date has been found
on several occasions in the town end it is possible that there was
some gmflll settlement at Pate before the beginning of the fom>»
teenth century* It is nevertheless indisputable that, ae he
points out, according to his reappraisal of the chronicle, the
habahani arrived from Uman in the fifteenth century and took
control of the town in .the sixteenth century. These Nabahani

intermarried with the ruling house, the Batawi and it is through
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their connection that they presumably found their way to power*
The Babahani are presumed to be the Bebhan of Unan who were
Ibadhis* It is a matter for conjecture whether a Sunni would
many a heretic lIbadhi; it is for certain that an Ibadhi would
not marry a paean Sunni* It should be assumed that the Batawi
were Kharijites and probably lIbadhi. Attention should be drawn
to the arrival, recorded in the Pate Chronicle, of the Hatiimi
from Barawa "and their country was formerly Andalusia®*e Andar-
lusia of course also has Ibadhi connections* The date offered

by the chronicles is in the sixteenth century AD, a date called
into question by Chittick"s general destruction of the chron-
ology suggested by the chronicle. However it does seem that
Ibadhis were in Pate in strength by the sixteenth century and
ruling the town. It also is worth recalling Allen"s observat-
ion that both the Hatiimi and the Habahani today emphatically
deny that their families had ever been other than Sunni. He
concludes that we might care to see the rejection of the early
motifs of Swahili material culture, including a rigid rejection
of the use of the guillocho, as a late sixteenth or a seventeenth
century claim for legitimacy as Sunnis on the part of the ruling
class of Pate* Pate being in the dominant position she was, would
likely set the pattern for the entire archipelago. The political
impetus for such behaviour is easy to see* The Umanis, already
interested in controlling the area in the seventeenth century were
themselves of the lIbadhi persuasion* It is possible that the re-

surgent Swahili independence referred to by Borgll5 and demonstr-



62

able by the persistent rejection up and down the coast of foov
eign overrule, be it Portuguese or Umani, made it politic

for the ruling class of Pate to assert their independence by
denying the faith of the Umani. The Paman of Siu are the only
ones who can claim consistency of purpose in this regard; it
is nevertheless true that it was the people of Pate who at-
tempted to take Lamu and thus help retain llazrui legitimacy
over the northern coast at a time when the llazrui were taking
a Swahili stand against the Umanis in the early nineteenth
century.

It is certain that there was a major cultural upheaval in
the archipelago in the late sixteenth and seventeenth century
not entirely explained by the Oromo and Portuguese. The
arrival of new clans from Iberia and Uman and a determination
to resist Umani political pressure, combined with a revived
interest in counterbalancing Umani maritime interest in the
archipelago with those of Gujerat, could well indicate the
causes of this cultural change.

Nothing is known of thf» jthgnlftgr or even rwnflb and,origins
of the rulers of IManda. [Ilanda was clearly -fln important town
until the thirteenth century and only then did Bui, Uiu, Dondo
and Jhanga offer serious economic competition - only oven
later did Pate manage to wrest economic supremacy from all. A
consistent theme of the ceramic imports is a heavy preference
for the glazed wares of the Siraf and Bandar Abbas coast. The

water jars were, and remain today, a steady article of trade
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from Basra, but the predominant connections were with lran*
There seems therefore to develop & picture of a Shi#i, if not
an lIbadhi circle of trade, embracing Basra, Uman, 3iraf and
Bandar Abbas, and it is significant that Ibadhi influences are
referred to in Sind Hin the middle ages"™ by Lewici* One
wishes that he wore more precise - since it is with Dabhol
(Daybul), the principal port of that area, that the Manda peo-
ple seem to have had some contact.

The Shirazi traditions are a better substantiated and
related subject* The jport of Siraf, port for Aasf”ind there-

furx
fore the most important port in Shiraz during the ninth and
tenth centuries, had very clear connections with East Africa*
The home port of one of Al Kasfudi,s transports was Siraf and
there are many stories about the arrival in the East African
ports of Shirazi settlers.

Many of these stories reach modem folk thought via the
various copies of the Kilwa Chronicle* Chittick has applied
the same careful analysis to this document as he did to the
Pate Chronicle, and emerges from his labours with the conclus-
ion that the suggested date of arrival of the Shirazis in the
tenth century and their arrival direct from Siraf are both
false contentions* He convincingly asserts that the Shirazis
first arrived in the Mogadishu area and then slowly moved
south, arriving in Kilwa in tho second half of the twelfth

century.The evidence of ninth century Tin Glaze and Jasan-

ian Islamic pottery on the South Somali coast emphasise this
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early contact between the north Swahili coast and the Persian
culf. 117

The Shirazis were Shi“ites and are said to have been Khari-
jJites, and it is in their influence on the Bast African coast
that one may solve the riddle of the lIbadhi intimations of the
northern coast. |If Chittick is right that the Shirazis landed
in the Mogadishu area and slowly moved south, then it has to be
assumed that some at least stayed in the northern area and did
not proceed south. It may well be that a model even less dis-
tinct than the slow southward penetration suggested by Chittick
should be considered. The constancy of the Persian Gulf trade
with the East African coast and the domination during the
middle ages of the Persian side of that trade permits consider-
ation of small groups of Shirazis coming at different times to
different places and settling on the coast to carry on trade.
The southward movement may indeed have occurred, but in a much
le”s well organised and coherent way than suggested by either
Chittick or Freeman Grenville™1 (from whom heﬂﬁ?gims to have
taken the idea). Neither does any of the material put forward
by Chittick preclude the possibility of direct Shirazi emigrat-
ion to the southern Swahili coast. They may as well have gone
to both those places and to many others direct, though later
than the Tirst movements to the northern sites.

That Baid, it is true that the earliest record of Shirazis
on the coast comes from Mogadishu. There is a tomb there pro-

tecting the body of a man surnamod al Khurasani (AH 614/AH 1217)
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and in the inscription over the gibla of the mosque of Arbal
ftukun is a dedicatory inscription dated AH 667/aD 1268-9 and
referring to one Khusrau ibn Muhammad ash Shirazi.~" Pers-
ians, indeed Shirazis, were certainly in Mogadishu by that
time# Hut these northern swallows may well be late arrivals
or at least not heralds of a Shi*ite summer# liven at Kilwa
where there was a Shirazi dynasty, there are no other mosque
inscriptions to Shirazis, and if they were subscribers to, or
of that part of the Shi*ites persuasion which had sympathy for,
Kharijite susceptibilities about the impropriety of raising
men above their station, then this is what we should expect#
Meanwhile there are other inscriptions referring to other
Muslims at this very early period# In Mogadishu, the dedicat-
ory inscription on the Jamia is dated 1st Kuharram AH 6% (14.
8. 1258 AD) $ that on the mosque of Dakhr ad Din is dated Shaa™-
ban AH 667 (Apr. 27 - May 6 1269 AD),120 In Zanzibar at the
Mosque of Kizimkazi Diabani, there is the famous Kufic inscript-
ion to the "high and great shaikh As Said Abu Imran Musa, son of
Hasan, son of Huhammed..#" and dated to Dhulga*da AH 500 (1107
AD).121 There were other Muslims on the coast at this time who
were not Shirazi but were, in at least one of the cases quoted,
Shi,ite# There were settlements of like-minded Muslims in the
area before the coming of Chittick*s royal line of Abu ibn al
Hasan# Movement between these settlements in the form of
intercommunication along the coast was doubtless already estab-

lished and a network was in use into which the Shirazis could
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fit. No pioneering down the coant, no slow establishment of
lines of communication need be considered* The domestic pottery
along the coast is nnazingjy similar for the early period, part-
icularly along the northern coast, and the pastes differ often,
implying a homogeneous community the length of the coast. Kilwa
domestic pottery does, however, show marked differences from
that of the north despite the postulated ease of movement in the
area between Mogadishu and Zanzibar. It is therefore necessary
to conclude that either insufficient work on the locally-made
pottery of the southern coast has been done, or that the Abu ibn
al hasan dynasty and its subjects had no lasting contact with
the northern coast; at least not long enough to pick up a wife
or tiro.

Attention paid to the Shungwaya stories has been alluded to.
The archaeologist is far less likely to give credence to any
such myth than the anthropologist capable of winnowing the truth
more effectively. The idea of so many tribes spread over so
vast an area all having exploded from Shungwaya, an area on the
southern Somali coast, at the instance of an Oromo attack from
the North, stretches the imagination tight - the subsequent
population explosion has been truly prodigious; the «ashungwaya
must indeed have been a nation of heroes, if only in retreat.

Shungwaya itself, if Bur Gao as lias been suggested by Grott-
anelli,”2 iB a post-fifteenth century town and, pace Grotanelli,
Cerulli and others, it may not have been a town at all. Nothing

in the Arabic text of the Book of Zanj supports a description of
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Shungwaya os a town though it nay have been an area* The
possibility that Shungwaya may be on Pate Islandl125 is highly
unlikely* It does not disabuse one of the assumption that
Shungwaya is a region north of the Lamu Archipelago and south
of the Vabi Shebelle, is associated with Bantu-speakers, is
likely near the mouth of the Juba where many Bantu-speakers
lived, and some still live, and is probably the furthest area
north for their extensive settlement* A further assumption is
that this is the first area from which most of the farmers
were forced to move south under pressure, be it military or
economic, from pastoralist intrusions* The time for this is
not given reliably in the traditions and historians studying
the problem are disunited, each with as weak an argument as
the next. Since the Promo themselves wore well down the north
Swahili coast by the sixteenth century and may have begun to
make their move south of the Juba in the fourteenth century or
earlier, it might be reasonable to conjecture that Bantu-speak-
ing Northerners moved south, intermingling with ths existing
Bantu-speaking population sometime between the fourteenth and
sixteenth centuries* The Cromo do seem to have moved south
from the Juba very vwy quickly, reaching Hlilifi in under a hun-
dred years* This assumes that the desertion of the coastal
Swahili towns is correctly associated with the coming of the
Cromo, and the dates for the desertions are correct.

Morton feels that only the Segeju and the G-iriama have genu-

ine Shungwaya traditions*12~ Brins, more charitably, gives the
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true Shuagwaya legends to the Kilindini, Bajun, Segeju, Digo,
huruma, GirjLama and Pokomo,1” all of whom incidentally,
either certainly or almost certainly, were affected by Oromo
pressure pushing them south. Brins dismisses tlie claimed
authenticity of the myth amongst all others.

The connection between the Shungwaya myth and the lhirazis
is almost certainly a late innovation derived from a misread-
ing of Krapf and may be discounted for the present.126

Within this enlarged Bantu-speaking population it nay be
possible to see the appearance in the, archaeological indicat-
ions of the newcomers. KirkmanJds finger-impressed vessels and
their relatives in tho Lamu area immediately spring to mind as
being phenomena in the local ceramic tradition which admirably
suit the hypothesis that these refugees were settling in the
Swahili Jtowna of the coast north of the Tana, and behind tho
Swahili towns of the south Kenya coast.1” This would also ex-
plain the nnjlt ifmt"flp|,QArfinfsa of these phenomena in the north
although it would not explain the far higher percentage among
infjj.gftmiiQ motifs of “ngawnll impressions in the South than
in the Berth. That would have to be explainod by a more popu-
lous settlement of the Kkilifi area than of the areas north,
implying either a greater resistance to their absorption in the
north, perhaps as a result of extensive and established devel-
opment of the hinterland and a heavier population than the kilifi
area or an inability to settle in the hinterland and safety for

only a few in the Swahili towns themselves (the most likely),or
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a fiin resistance to their migration south of Mombasa and a
consequent build-up of refugees near to the extremes of the safe
settlements. Using these last two hypotheses there is, Just the
faintest chanoe that some may hare moved up the Sabaki to Ukanv-
bani, in the process carrying with them that most uncharacter-
istic of potting features in the Dentu”speaking world, the
potters* mark, and also the Shungwaya myth.

Attractive candidates for a barrier on the south are the
dreaded Zimba. The Zimba are described in such a stereotyped
way, as cannibals, savages, ruthless in civilian massacre,
rapine and destructive of property, that they are a scarcely
credible group. They are said to have swept up the coast from
the south, possibly from Madagascar, possibly from the mainland
opposite Madagascar. * Ur. J. C. Miller was presumably led to
compose his very convincing "kequiem for the Jaga””™" on a sim-
ilarly subjective impulse. The Zimba seem a truly diaphanous
figment of imagination of several generations, but it is clear
that there were several disturbances of the peace behind the
coast south of Kilifi in the sixteenth century, of a kind hardly
conducive to agriculture, always a vulnerable occupation.

The first Portuguese vessels on the coast were those of Da
Gama in 1498, though if their vessels suffered from the sane
depredations from souvenir hunters and vandals that the modem
monument to their arrival in Halindi has, they certainly would
have needed more than a Swahili or Hindu pilot to bring them

safely to India, [llalindi remained a favoured port of call for
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for the Portuguese thereafter* The Portuguese wore destructive.
They imposed their exclusive commercial system and underlined
the fact that their vessels carried arms by demonstrating their
firepower on a large number of Arab, Swahili, Persian and Indian
hulls, which showed a remarkable propensity for sinking with no
more violent a response than a curse from their passengers*

Coincident with the ravaging of the seas by these pirates
came the Oromo, by land* They were to hold the area between the
Juba and the Tana from then right into the twentieth century*
It is not dear whether they really came down like a wolf on
the fold, or whether, with their great herds and non-urban way
of life, they destroyed the farmland and emptied the towns in an
equally effective but less militant way. There are no records
of armed confrontation and there is no archaeological evidence
of burning and pillage* The towns just seem to have died on
their feet* Similarly the settlement of the kijikenda on their
hilltops is preeminently sensible for farmers growing millet and
rearing cattle for whom the lowlands of the coastal strip are
economically most undesirable* It would not take a ferocious
Oromo to move the new settlers into the hills* i-iuch is made of
the Oromo refusal to permit Jvahilis to trade inland* Until the
nineteenth century they showed no desire to take the risk of
breaking the hold of the Uordai Oromo over the mainland between
the Juba and the Tana. At that time of course, the Oromo were
well aware of their new importance in the economics of coastal

commerce with the hinterland, and reacted to this situation to
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their own advantage. It is important to mitigate this impress-
ion of intransigence by observing that at exactly the same time
that the Swahili claimed to be thus importuned they felt safe
enough to establish plantations on the and* in the
case of Bvana Simba of Witu, even to flee there from the iIn-
lands and set up a new Sultanate. Nevertheless* the Swahili
phrase "Shamba ya bars haina imara'”2 sets the tone for these
mainland adventures.

Oromo violence may not be so mythical as Zimba appetite but
one suspects that the Oromo have suffered from a bad press as a
result of the loss of the coastal towns. At no time in this
history does the archaeology show signs of a fundamental change
of economy* though vacillations* particularly in the importance
of coastal plantations* do seem likely. One is thus safer than
usual in reading history into the existing economy. The estab-
lishment of one trading settlement on the coast in the ninth
century followed by over a score more after the fourteenth century*
necessitated a regular local food supply and encouraged the export
of products in the direct control of the settlers. Thus coconut
plantations* rice paddies* and mangrove stands must soon have
been exploited* and the farmers of the area south of the Tana*
and pioneer farmers from the islands with shambas on the main-
land* would have found excellent markets from their millet - and
indeed ftll the agricultural products mentioned would* and still

do* make very lucrative articles of export for Oman and the

Persian Gulf
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There is no evidence to suggest how important the slave
trade was* Slaves certainly left the coast for India, and
were doubtless imported to the archipelago from Kilwa and
Central Africa to work on the plantations, but, one certainly
doubts their importance os an export commodity from the
Horthern coast* The Ethiopian export trade in slaves was very
much more important, as its predominance in the Indian material
suggests* Whatever the volume of trade may have been from hast
Africa, the hinj revolts in Basra show its antiquity. But
there is no evidence for regular slave-raiding expeditions.

The system was much more likely to have been the acquisition

and despatch of a specific number to meet a specific order from
a slave employer with a specific project in mind, be it a build-
ing contract in Basra, or a new plantation in Cambay*

The disruption of trade at the time of the coming of the
Portuguese preceded the Cromo invasion of the northern coast by
less than a century, and this double disturbance, the one threa-
tening the dhow trade and the other destroying the coastal towns
and the plantations, combined to cause a major contraction in
the economy of the northern coast and a number of Swahili towns
in the area* Towns on islands, like Faza, Siu, Pate and Lamu,
benefited from the reduced economic competition from the coastal
settlements and were able to attract all coastwise trade to them-
selves* They were also able to arrive at a modus vivendi with
the Oromo which did not usually result in the re-establishment

of the mainland shambas but did permit the continuance of trade






73

in ivory, rhino—horn, tortoise-shall and hides, and maybe also
timber*

Inuring the late seventeenth and early-eighteenth century
after the decline of Portuguese power on the coast, the Omanis
and other South Arabians, themselves political failures on the
coast, seom to have had a great deal of anay ever economic and
social-life, hany seem to have settled in the area end it nay
be to the changing of social emphasis from Shirazi to the
South Arabian that the .obvious change in material culture
during the .sixteenth century, is due.

This is best documented by Allen, but can be summarised as
a movement away from the austere geometry and cut coral of the
oarly period to a more baroque style involving intricate tracery,
wall hangings and elaborate foliate arches to mihrabs. The
famous and beautiful Al Inkishafi poem describes this new
wealth as already, by 1820, a past glory.”~3 Though it was
short-lived, it remoulded Swahili material culture. Thio flow-
ering of Swahili culture seems to coincide with the decline of
Shirazi political power in the Lamu area and the rise pf locally-
baaed Swahili families ruling small Swahili states, the largest
of which was Pate. Buttressing the economy which had lost so
much .after the_loss of coastal settlements-and the disruption
of Indian Cm An »era the Omani merchants, and possibly
also Indians. Indian merchants and financiers played an import-
ant role in the establishment of Sayyid Said®"s economic power in

Zanzibar in the nineteenth century, but they are rarely mentioned
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earlier* Their domestic pottery* very closely related to that

of Gujarat and Cambay, is found in quantity in eighteenthscen-
tury levels and may represent the presence of Indian families
rather than of merely commercial contacts. Whichever is the
case, to judge from the ceramic record, trade with India
burgeoned in the eighteenth century and was showing signs of
doing so by the end of the seventeenth century* Those new
infusions of cultural stimuli, from Arabia and India set the
Swahili culture off onto a renaissance of great vitality and
originality# The architectural traditions remained what they
had been for five or sir hundred years, but the domestic inter-
iors changed dramatically, carrying the old Swahili ideas
through into new interpretations of wall decoration, furniture,
metallurgy and of oral arts and literature which resulted in
the remarkable culture still extant today*

Only,JLn the field of ceramics did the old traditions crumble.
Paced with the mass importation of the late Islamic Polyciiromeo,
earthenware pots from India and a positive_J1ood of~*Chinese
porcelains (an inundation initiated by the Portuguese in the
sixteenth century and carried on by them and the Dutch in the
seventeenth), the Swahili potter muwt have raised two hands in
horre” and gone off tojaaka halwa or ta writs poems* THE qualir
tv of locftl pottery after the sixteenth century- dor_lines
sharply and irrevocably* The fashions were for imported items,
the money was there to buy them at prices lower and in quantities

higher than ever before, and the local potters could not compote*
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Since the architects, carpenters, weavers, goldsmiths and
silversmiths met the new stimulations so successfully it is
interesting to speculate”™why the, pottara did not. One
important”™ reason for the failure of the Swahili potting
tradition in the Lamu archipelago ia tha fA/»t thAt the-pot-
ters were women. The natural conservatism apparently
concomitant with the craft of pottery combined with the
social disabilities and extremely restricting controls on
domestic life of the wives of strict Muslim husbands - or at
least of husbands living in a strictly Muslim environment.
What little of value was left in the Swahili ceramics craft
became dominated by men. Unable to meet the new competition
by experimenting with new shapes, decoration and textures,
undercut by the low prices of mass importation, and living in
an environment unconducive to initiative or the exercise of
business acumen, the- good.JLadies neased”™ to-fight. Their

a rare example of that
situation where a water jar and a ccoking pot_stand witness

to a lady*s surrender.



ISLAMIC POTTERY

"Does any potter make a pot in haste for the

sake of the pot itself and not in hope of

water?

....The first is for the sake of the second,

like mounting on the steps of a ladder."

Jala lu*ddin RumiJ

Jala lu*ddIn Ruml. The Mathnavi ed. & trans.

R. A. Nicholson, London 1925-60, vi.

288>-4, 2891-2.
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T.ro GLAZE WAIS

The Islamic lin Glaze ware is white glazed on a pale yellow®
buff soft earthenware. The fabric is closely akin to the all-
uvial yellow fabric of lower Mesopotamia though a proper
physical analysis is important for establishing the true relat-
ionship between these two. It is markedly different from the
pale yellowish buff, so-called "straw yellow"” fabric of the
eighth-century Chinese types of lead-glazed vessel.

As has been pointed out before, the Tin Glaze wares of
Mesopotamia and their derivatives are not coated with a tin
oxide glaze at all.~ Dayton, who has at least chemical analy-
sis rather than guesswork to his credit, notes that "the white
glazes are typical alkali glazes...with a high calcium content,
but contain no tin".2 Lane*™ gives a closely dated description
of Tin Glaze wares. The danger of his conclusions is that they
appear to be based on the dating at Samnrra,” dating that is of
dubious value.

Lane claims (no grounds given) that blue splashed tin
glazed wares only came from Mesopotamia, and that the predomin-
ant splashed colours in the other areas of production (Egypt,
Syria and Samarkand), were green and purple. He also notes
the different “candle grease* texture of the glazes from these
peripheral kilns. He limits the production of lustre wares to
the Baghdad area. As regards origin, we are at present in no

position to argue with lane and must accept his statements.
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Concerning dating, however, it is worthwhile being a little
more cautious, A summary of Lane#s dating is as follows:

Plain tin glaze: 836 « 882 AD (Doec he mean 892 AD?)

Brown and Yellow splashed glazes: C860 = C892 AD

Greenish or brownish monochrome: C892 « early 10th century*
Thus, splashes in yellow, red, brown or black are thought to be
ninth century* Since he specifies brown and yellow aC being
typical of the later "Samarra™ period we are led to expect a
€836 - 860 AD time bracket for the reds, very dark browns and
black. wmfmm VBRIMI IWPpp Mf jKVQK

Egyptian vessels in this glaze do not appear before the
tenth century, during which century the Mesopotamian material
disappears. Thus it is important to establish criteria where-
by the tin glazed vessels from these areas may be distinguished,
’dandla-grease* glaze, while a term not in the mainstream of
current trends in the methodology of nomenclature is, unlike
much of the current trends, explicit enough. There are no 'can-
dle-grease” glazes at Manda. The Manda glazes are of a clear
lustrous ambitty kind. Later (presumably tenth-century) Egypt-
ian vessels have unglazed bases. All the diagnostic sherds of
bases of tin glazed vessels at Manda bore signs of glazing.
The vessels in collections from Egypt have a greyer cream paste
which is coarser and sandier than Mesopotamian pieces. One
such may be at Manda.”™ but needs to be compared directly with
Egyptian and bamarran material to see which it more cloaely fits.

It is important to improve on these criteria. Meanwhile it
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is necessary to assume FTirst that Lane is right about the decline
of production of the glazed wares in Mesopotamia in the tenth
century and second that the "candle-grease* bare—bottom tests
are valid ones* On these assumptions our material from l-anda is
pre-tenth century or at very latest early tenth century* The
terminus post quemn is much less satisfactorily established* The
early ninth century date depends upon the of bamarra.”
In biraf® and at mandat tin glazed sherds occur regularly (in
Hands almost always) with basanian Islamic material* The tin
glazed material could thus be from the seventh or eighth century.
Little guidance is available here* At llanda C14 dates associated
with this pottery are:

NW  « BRB1780(1170) & 110

MJ* i 330470(1430) 1110 8
Thoy do not at present assist us in the dating of the pottery
sequence* The temptation is to note the eighth century with
approval and assume that the dating provided by Lane for the tin
glazed ware is about right* It is salutary, however, that —as-
anian Islamic material would by the same date have been arriv-
ing in hast Africa (in the seventh century) and that tin glaze
is invariably with it* It is in any case unlikely that ClI4 dating
will help, given its wide standard error, even if a happy cluetoil-
ing of results is achieved with further sampling*

The material from biraf is much more accurately dated and more
satisfactorily excavated than at bamarra and a careful study of

that sequence is recommended when it is published in full* At



79
Siraf the dating offered by Lane is to some extent supported.

Plain and blue-splashed sherds occur in Period 2a (c825-50).
"The first fragments with turquoise or brown decorations do not
appear until Period 2c” and "Fragments bearing a combination of
turquoise and brown occur in Period 2d only"” Period 2d is
thought to be about the end of the tenth century.

Chittick”™ mentions a fragment of lustre ware "probably of
the eleventh century" from a Sgraffiato/Yueh context in Period
lib (eleventh century) at Manda# This sherd is unlikely to be
as late as the eleventh century unless it represents an Egypt-
ian import, which it does not. It is probably a vestigial sherd
from the earlier levels# Nevertheless such evasions must be
tentative, albeit attractive: Kirkman has Tin Glaze at Ungwana
in an early thirteenth-century context.” There is also a Tin
Glaze sherd at Bui. None of these sherds from late levels in
East Africa has the characteristic 'candle-grease" glaze or a
coarser, greyer cream body that is associated with Egypt#

These sherds, being four, weaken arguments about vestigial occ-
urrence, but at present there is nothing to distinguish them
from the ninth-century material and we must assume that that is
what they are# Most of the forms have little in common with
other Islamic wares or Chinese material after the tenth century,
and the Bui sherd represents a form certainly well-established
by the tenth century in Chinese white wares.12

Whitehouse prefers a date for the first appearance of the

tin glazed wares in the fTirst half of the ninth century; he
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observes that '"'the occurrence at Qairawan of tin-glazed tiles
with lustre decoration, almost certainly exported from Baghdad
in 862, strongly suggested that the technique of making tin-
glazed pottery was established in lraqg by the middle of the
ninth century",13

The shape of the tin-glazed vessels is very reminiscent of
T"ing White wares” and there is no doubt that the rather com-
plex (and technically impressive) production of the opaque tin
glaze at the time of the import of the white T"ing wares is
connected with an attempt to produce local copies of the more
expensive Chinese originals. The nicked rims and the internal
vertical ribs” are additional and conclusive evidence of this
relationship. The wide flat footring which seems a feature of
the T ang white ware repertoire, and was found on such a vessel
at Samarra,16 is found at Manda in Tin Glaze.

Chinese pieces had doubtless already received the close
scrutiny of the Mesopotamian potters. Baihakl notes the
presence of Chinese pottery in Baghdad at the end of the eighth
century. Many of the pieces were probably jars carrying export
commodities like sc..:” but many others were certainly the fine
white bowls.

It appears that T"ing white ware continued to be produced
well into the twelfth century20 but while the matter of the
stylistic distinction between T"ing and T"ang remains subjective,
and while the attempts to distinguish the two depend upon the

study of Imperial and virtually complete wares, there is little
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of value for the archaeologists. Ribbed and nicked bowls occur
in T"ang dynasty material but I have found no description or
illustration of T*ing vessels with this combination. Thus very
tentatively one suspects a T"ang date. Imported ceramic collect-
ions in the Middle East strongly suggest a ninth century date

for the arrival of T*ang white wares in the Middle East. For
example, the presence of obvious Islamic copies in early ninth-
century levels at Siraf shows that T"ang white wares were made
and exported by that time even though there is no known kiln

site in China with such wares that early.

It is virtually certain that Tin Glaze vessels were made in
the Mesopotamian area from the first half of the ninth century
to the end of that century or the beginning of the tenth. The
presence of kilns near Baghdad exporting lustre wares places
one of the areas of manufacture. It is not yet known if there
were others in Mesopotamia. Whitehouse found what appeared
to him to be glaze ovens at Siraf but he has not as yet said what
kind of glazed vessels he thinks were made at that pottery.

The copper red in the tin glaze2” presents a very interesting
technical problem. The tin glaze itself acquires its opaque
milky texture and colour by being fired in an oxidising atmos-
phere which seals the metal oxide into the glaze. The red, how-
ever, is the result of the subjection of copper oxide to a
reducing atmosphere whereby pure copper is left in the glaze.

In certain Ming vessels the oxidising atmosphere was used for

firing, but red copper flashes were produced by very rapidly
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lowering kiln iioat, thereby reducing "the copper oxide, And then
by raising the heat again in an oxidising atmosphere once the
copper was sealed into the glaze. This appears to be the only
satisfactory way of obtaining copper splashes in an oxidising
kiln; and one is left to conjecture whether the piece of Tin
Glaze with ruby splash found at kanda was a result of a conscious
manipulation of kiln temperature or was the result of an error

or accident during firing. It is also possible that the copper
was added accidentally or otherwise to the glaze before firing
and was sealed by the glaze before oxidisation could take place.

The potters had copper for alloying with gold for the creat-
ion of lustre colour for the glaze. A logical outcome of this
access to copper would be its use by itself.

An interesting feature of the lustre classes is that the
sherds bearing only lustre appear to occur slightly later than
those bearing lustre and blue splashes. The occurreiice of the
sherd in Level 2 of MH 1 at Kanda is not very significant, this
being a nixed late level. A time bracket for this phenomenon is
not available from the excavations but Lane2” implies a mid-ninth
century date for the beginning of the mixture of colours. Lherds
bearing yellow and brown are consistently later than blue and
yellow, or yellow by itself. This is particularly interesting in
view of Lane’s remark that "about AD 860 a biochrome palette of
brown and yellow was regularly adopted™.”~ This is, of course,
quite consistent with the Kanda findings sequentially, but Lane

gives no reason for his assumption of an 860 date and, if this is
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baaed on Gamarra, could be wildly wrong. Nevertheless it is

reasonable to remain confident of, more loosely, a late ninth
centuiy date for brown and yellow and a mid-ninth century date
for blue and yellow} and marginally earlier ninth century date
for the yellow by itself* At handa yellow-splashed tin glazed
sherds are rather fewer tlian the blue-splashed variety; they
number 67 while the blue-splashed sherds number 149* 1In no
case is the design of the yellow splashing clear* There is no
eribbing* on any of this group. |Indeed, while the collection
is too small to encourage categorical statements, it would seem
that the ribbing of vessels, on plain or blue splash types, is a
phenomenon of an early period of Tin Glaze production, Tailing
to survive to have the now colours used in conjunction with it.
bchnyder”™ feels tiiat the lustre variant is not only a
recognisable phase within the Tin Glaze ware, but is also geo-
graphically distinct. He sees the possibility that the lustre
was made in the Basra area, before 871* 1In 871 the Zanj Kebel-
lion may have encouraged the potters to leave Basra and move to
Jusa and hgypt, thereby starting up those two apparently deriv-
ative industries, lie goes on to say that there is every likeli-
hood that though lustre wares were begun in Kgypt and Persia, that
the Polychrome nustre, a little of which is at handa, was nover
made outside Lesopotamia.2” It is apparently assumed in his
article that this material ceases to be made by the beginning of

the tenth century.

Wilkinson is also of the opinion that the early Tin Glazes
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(and he ia less specific about their colour features) was made
in southern Mesopotamia in potteries in the region between
Baghdad and Basra and only later in Persia and Bgypt.

The lustre colouring outlived Gariy Tin Glaze vessels and
appears on the twelfth and early tliirteenth century liayy
pieces, although these later pieces are brighter and yellower*
Those late pieces cane particularly in bichrome with blue, re-
iterating the late ninth century predilection*

Jchnyder speaks of a 'poorer quality”™ in these layy pieces
but does not define* Certainly Tin Glaze material is friable
and the glaze in almost all cases at hands is seriously decay-
ed* On the grounds of association, however, with oasanian
Islamic and early Chinese white and lueh pieces, and consist-
ently earlier than Jgraffiato, it is possible to say that
almost all of the Tin Glaze found at i-anda is from the early
period of its manufacture in southern uosopotamia*

The Lustre classified as from hhages generally has a darker,
more glossy, more thickly applied glaze than anything found at
handa. Perhaps this thick, soupy glazing is wliat is meant by
poor quality*

The Persian material also gives a different motif range,
less concerned with geometric or abstract designs and more pro-
liferate with animals, birds and people* Pope rightly points
out that there is nothing in Tin Glaze from hamarra wliich

carries a motif of an animate being.

The lustre on these vessels is tlie "Arabian Lustre" of silver
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or copper oxide applied by itself or mixed with other colours
underglaze and then fired in a reducing glost kiln during which
the colours invariably flow. The lustrous brown of the few
I"anda examples would suggest the use of copper oxide rather
than silver oxide. Indeed this difference may be useful in the
establishment of quantifiable distinctions between the late
Persian and the early Mesopotamian lustres, the former, with
their brighter yellow colouring more likely originating in
silver oxide. In this as in the glaze, the neutron activation
analysis of the constituents of the feature will be of great
assistance to the clarification of the complex natter of the Tin
Glaze materials.

On no occasion was a blue-splashed” Tin Glaze sherd found
below yellow splashed sherds and of the ten occasions when
sherds of both kinds wore found in the same excavation six times
the blue splashed sherds were significantly higher in the
sequence than the yellow splashed, and of the four occasions when
the two kinds were found in the sane strata, only two can suggest
rough contemporaneity, and the other two strata concerned are
upper mixed levels.

The blue may have been First introduced as an embellishment
to the yellow splashes. Of the nine times in which the two kinds
occur in the sane excavations, on one occasion the blue-splashed
representative was below the yellow and blue sherd but the
latter was in a mixed level at the top of the cutting; on three

occasions the single-coloured splash occurs above the multi-
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coloured variant; and on five occasions the two kinds occur
together .M

Lustre and brown splashes with blue-splash vessels occur
together on three occasions; on two of these occasions the
sherds are contemporaneous, and on one the lustre and blue
sherd is earlier. Prom so small a sample no conclusion is
possible. There is no significant difference in the sequences
between the occurrence of blue splash and lustre and brown.

A veiy interesting feature of these distributions appears
when one sets the occurrences of splashed glazes against those
of the monochrome tin glazes, of which there were specimens at
kanda of (apart from white) a deep royal blue, olive green and
reddish brown. It can be seen that the monochromes are gener-
ally slightly earlier than the splashed wares and that the blue
monochromes appear very slightly earlier than the blue splashes
and the brown monochrome very markedly earlier than the brown
splash sherds.

A consistent feature throughout the tin glaze “period” is
the monochrome white vessel which s present in quantity from
the lowest levels and periods throughout the minor vagaries of
the other colours and their combinations. This may not accur-
ately reflect the distribution because it is quite likely that
the absence of colour from some sherds classified as of white
vessels is fortuitous, and that the fortuitous absence of a
second colour on sherds under a monochrome splash heading have

both biased the proportions somewhat. A further difficulty is



87

that there is a largo number of glazes certainly *tin glaze*
but too worn and badly blinded to permit more accurate classi-
fication* Ho fewer than 78/ of the total are in this group.

There is an interesting small group of speckled glazes*

The group is too small and fragmentary to render commentary
useful on the distribution of this speckling over form or

shape* The speckling is yellow (two in early Period I levels) -
which is probably an early "lustre®” and blue (3 in post-first
occurrence levels where Firmly stratified).

Such speckling is not a usual feature of Tin Glaze collect-
ions* It is possible to make vessels with this speckling
accidently, simply by having elements of copper or silver oxide,
or cobalt or manganese oxide well mixed in with the glost slurry.
These may then have been accidents, or may offer yet another ex-
ample of the experimental, innovative nature of the Mesopotamian
potters, even when under pressure to replicate the form of
competitive imports.

The standard of potting in the Tin Glaze wares varies enor*-
mously. Some of the glazes are brilliant copies of Chinese
white wares; considering the entirely different materials the
Islamic potters were constrained to use, and the riskiness of
the procedures involved in producing these opaque glazes at low
temperatures, the skills required were of a very high order.”2
The same cannot be said, however, for the production of the
body, which is often below standard and sometimes a caricature

of bad work. Indeed the majority of the collection is lump.
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Huge tear marks and poor kiln control during the gloat firing
resulted in dramatic blemishes, including regular scuffing and
pinholing.” It would seem that the majority of the vessels
made were bowls, and that of these bowls .were
moulded. The mouldings often included widely-spaced vertical
ribs on the interior of the bowl, following the style of the
T*ang and T*ing wares. These bowls generally have a footring
which was excavated. On the flat bases the string marks from
a very irregular mullet are commonly seen. In many cases, the
bowl (or the mould) was not centred, or the battledore slipped,
and a wide variety of shapes of footring appear on the same
vessel .~

The rims were often everted and Chinese-style nicks cut
above the ribs on removal of the vessel from the mould. Averted
rims account for a high proportion of the total rims recovered
and are on all the section fragments of footring bowls that were
found. The footring bowl is a heavily conceived vessel with a
crown moulded interior and turned, or possibly Jiggered, extea>-
ior. At the interior groin is a rounded step changing the
direction of the curve towards the centre of the base.-~ 1In a
few exaggerated cases this becomes a ridge.Vessels of this
class carry the ribs and rim-nicks. It is not possible from a
study of the vessels from lianda to recognise individual moulds.
The footrings have been excavated so erratically that the posit-
ion of the internal step vis—a?*vis the ring and the thickness

of the base is also erratic. The sections of the rings are
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variations of* the pigooi>-toe* kneed* pinched heeled* square

and buttress* It is gratifying to note that while each vessel
shows an inconsistent footring section* in no case in the

Hands collection does the section change type* The mean of
means wall thickness of these vessels is 3*92 mm* and these
bases have a moan diameter of 11*6 cm* This form is cliaracter-
istic of blue splashed bowls* 74/J of these bases have blue—
splashed decorations and 12*4** are monochrome white* It is

not possible to distinguish any relevant chronology for the

use of blue splash or monochrome white on these bowls*

The other main class of footring bowls is much more finely
potted and often bears tool marks on the outside wall* indicat-
ing the use of a rib template* jig or fettling knife for shaping
and thinning* The average wall thickness of this class is
9*9 mm* and the mean base diameter 10*6 cm* _ only slightly
smaller than the ribbed bowls* B5)¥° of the bases of this form
are from white monochrome vessels* These bowls occur earlier
than any other Tin Glaze form in Kanda* but* in view of the
small collection and the heavy concentration of ribbed vessels
in early levels* the significance of this must wait* They have
no internal mouldings and are entirely plain* They do* how-
ever* like the other bowls* have highly eccentric footrings.
These rings also appear to have been excavated and a slight up-
turning at the inside junction of the ring and base indicates
where the tip of the battledore has been held*# The excavation

appears not to have been performed on a fast wheel in view of
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the marked eccentricity. A slow wheel might well have been
used# These bowls were moulded probably on a crown mould and
then their walls were thinned* maybe by jiggering* and their
footrings cut# rbotring forms include buttress* round*
straight kneed and heeled; of which the heeled form is the
most common. On occasion it would appear that the battledore
groove at the edge of the base went all round* thus producing
a plaque base.-~ There are three bases with very thick rims
accounting for about half the diameter; two of these have the
moulded interior step and the other is plain.”

There is a large class of flat-based bowls#4l1 These bowls
are of two kinds# These have smaller bases with a mean of means
thickness of 6#5 mm. and a mean diameter of 9*7 cm. Of the
class, a group of 8 are bases to wide bowls of the kind support-
ed by the footring bases, and 4 have straighter walls at a more
obtuse angle from the horizontal. These latter have a broader
base (as would be expected) of a mean diameter of 13.8 cm. and
a coincidentally higher mean of means thickness of 7.4 mm.

These two types appear to be contemporaneous at Kanda. No
section fragment is available. Konochrome white and monochrome
lustre glaze types are represented. One should perhaps expect
the straight rims to match the form suggested by the smaller
group of flat bases* and an everted form of rim to suit the
bases with more curvaceous walls# One of these flat bases is
finely beaded and markedly smaller (mean thickness 4.75 mm. and

base dia. 2#5 cm.) than the other vessels. The form of the
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whole vessel is not clear,”

harge, not to say massive, ledge plates with a mean diameter
of 33% ocm, and a mean of means thickness of 9*4 mm. occur con-
sistently later than any of the other forms They represent
only a small proportion of the total Tin Glaze assemblage and
although this is distributed tightly in the late Tin Glaze lev-
els, they are even there a small proportion of the Tin Glaze
material.

Of these ten plates, eight are decorated with blue splash;
three are monochrome white vessels. The ribbing of the bowls,
inspired by the Chinese imports to the Persian Gulf, appear to
have been well appreciated by the clientele. The potters used
the feature on these plates, - a very un-T"ing thing to dcr™ -
and on three examples that were recovered from Kanda, the step,
found on the base circumference of bowls has been placed (inev-
itably as a small ridge) at the shoulder of the plate.”

?rom the rim collection it is possible to distinguish three
main form groups - bowls with everted rims, bowls with straight
rims, and high-sided bowls with straight rims# Bowls with
everted rims represent by far the greatest proportion of the
collection. The largest class of these everted rims comes from
vessels similar to that illustrated on Pl. 7# It is not poss-
ible to establish what proportion had footrings and what proport-
ion had flat bases; neither, in terms of studying external form,
is this particularly important, but it is not unreasonable to

assume a proportion similar to that of footring bases to flat
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bases, The mean of means thickness of this class of everted
rims is 5*2 mm. and the mean diameter is 20.5 cm. The rims
are gently everted with no suggestion of a ledge and the walls
tend to 45° somewhere near the mid-point. These moulded
vessels are generally in later levels than first occurrence
for the ware in the most reliable sondages and appear in such
cases slightly after the bowls* sometimes first appearing in
last occurrences of bowls. This may not be dating evidence
since the plates would tend to have a longer service life.

Those vessels were made in aonoclirone white and blue splash
(9 examples 22.5/~ and 10 examples - 25/j respectively)* and are
the only rim forms in which the monochrome moderate olive glaze
has been found. This is also the case for monochrome dark
greenish-blue except for the little lamp mentioned below. Six
of the seven monoclirome brownish orange vessels are in this
class* and the exception is closely related - one of the more
sharply everted rims. The solitary rim of the small Group of
very pale groenish-blue sherds is also in this class* which also
carries a wide range of the splashed colours: one brown and yel-
low* two polychrome and five lustre.

A closely related class is that of a very similar form but
with much smaller dimensions.”™ Ve are fortunate in having a
section fragment which shows the full form of the vessel. There
is a small group of slightly more abruptly everted rims* From
these four rims* only one could offer a diameter (10 cm,)» The

mean of means thickness of those sherds at 5*5 am. is signif-
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icantly different from the other everted rim bowls. The glaze
type distribution in these is unclear.

There are 21 sherds with everted ledge rims and walls at an
angle of roughly 4-5° near the nip-point.43 One is considerably
larger than the others, having a thickness of 8.5 mm. and a
diameter of 22 cm. The others, with a mean of means thickness
of 4»2 mm. and a mean diameter of 22 cm., are rather more fine-
ly potted. Two everted ledge rims occur with significantly
deeper angles to the walls,tending to 55-60° just below the
rim. These are slightly thicker than the previous ledge* rim
class (4 mm.) and only one offers a diameter (18 cm.). These
measurements mean little at present.

There are nine bowls with gently upturning walls ending in
a straight rim. These have a mean of means thickness of 4.45 mm.
and a mean diameter of 19*6 cm. and are of blue splashed and pale
bluishr-grey monochrome glazes.”™ There is unfortunately no indic-
ation of the base form of these vessels but they are identical to
Chinese bowl rims of the period and this might suggest either a
straight-sided flat base or a footring. A similar bowl, less
rounded and of an unrecognisable glaze-type within Tin Glaze, is
considerably finer and smaller, having a mean thickness of 3mm.
and a diameter of 11 om.

The plot thickens even further when one wishes to discuss the
classes of straight rimmed bowls. In very few cases do they
offer indications of vessel shape. The main group is of sherds

of a mean of means thickness of 6.2 mm. and a moan diameter of
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20 cm. , with a roughly 45° angle subtended by the wall around

the mid-point of the upper body* These are in blue-splashed
or monochrome white glazes.

Squally mysterious is the small group of straight rims
with the faintest suggestion of an eversion around the mid-
point of the upper body.-~ The mean of means thickness is
4*1 mm. and the mean diameter 20*8 cm.

A very much better clue to vessel form is offered by a
single straight rimmed sherd subtending about 40° from vertical
with a slight carination around the mid-point of the wall.”"2
This little carinated bowl has a mean of means thickness of
J.5 mm. and a rim diameter of 7 cm. There are three rims from
straight rimmed drum bowls, hone of these offers a hint as to
which glaze type within Tin Glaze they bore. One53 has an in-
thickened rim with two horizontal incised lines on the exterior
below the lip. This is very reminiscent of the styles of Sasan-
ian Islamic and Siraf cream wares.

There are five small dishes with shallow walls and vertical
(or in one case inturned) rims. One section fragment is avail-
able and has a flat pinched base. It is most unlikely that
such small vessels had footrings and the existing base probably
represents the others as well. One example each of these is of
blue splash, speckled blue, green splash and monochrome white
glazes while the fifth is indeteiminate.

A small Tin Glaze lamp has been found. 54 The glaze is a

monochrome deep blue. Tin Glaze seems a rather odd glaze to



95

use for a lamp, in view of its sensitivity to seconds™' heating;
the lamp is perhaps an indication of the elemental nature of
the desire to better one*s neighbour, as an incentive for sur*
passing reason and utility, in the purchase of household items.
The earliest forms are those which are directly comparable to
T*ang vessels, that is the bowls with everted rims and those
with straight rims. These vessels remain common throughout the
Tin Glaze period. The straight walled bowls appear very slight-
ly later than the everted forms, first occurring as they do in
the Till against the sea wall in LPC and in Level 5 of LPB, well
above the everted form in LPB and LPA. There is one particularly
interesting sherd with a monochrome bluish-green glaze, in col-
ouring exactly like the Lasanian Islamic green glaze, but defin-
itely in a ™tin" rather than an alkali glaze. The sherd is of a
bowl base with the familiar moulded step on the base periphery.
The heeled footring is irregular in height and in width. This
bowl seems to have been made in conscious imitation of the
Sasanian Islamic glaze.

This bowl is one of a small group of vessels (four in all),
with this monochrome green glaze. One sherd is the handle of
a small lamp. This is a vortical ring handle (15 rat vertical
diameter and 9 mm. horizontal diameter) with a roughly 9
square section. The thickness of the lamp wall is about 5 mm.
and the depth of the lamp was probably around 10 mm. The other
two vessels are also bowl forms, with a slightly hollowed flat

bases.One of the bowls has three spurwnarks slightly plucked,
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on the interior base and three on the exterior*

Tin Glaze sherds have also been found at Bui in the middle
and lower level, but not in the earliest levels* These occur-
rences seem to represent aiuvall monochrome white-bowls with st-
raight or very slightly everted rims of a diameter of around
10 cm* Only five vessels are represented*

The overglaze painting also known to have been used on Tin
Glaze is not always easy to identify at a cursory glance* The
paint flows deep into the glaze and indeed, in cases of bad
glaze decay, the painted areas are left more or less intact
because of the resistance offered by the admixture of the paint
to most if not all of the thickness of the glaze.

There is a small group of vessels whose glaze has in most
cases disappeared, and whose decoration is an overglaze brown
or purple brown paint work* In no case is a sherd able to in-
dicate overall pattern, but enough is visible to show a free
boldly drawn floral design and an intriguing formalised tendril
centre* These are quite different from the simple geometric
ribs and splashes of the rest of its collection* The paste of
these vessels is marginally higher fired and harder, and is
coarser.

ho analysis of the paint was feasible though it should be
done* It seems to be a manganese lustre paint. Apparently
similar vessels were found at 3iraf.-~ Blue black painting
under a very badly deteriorated glaze was found on vessels of

a similar paste at iJamarrax >’ These, even when so badly



97
decayed as those at Handa, are not quite the awe colour as the

purple browns at lands* 1ievortheloea they acre In other partic-
ulars closely related*

They arc also parallelled, if not directly duplicated In
the wasit collection* Unfortunately It was not possible to
find the relevant .asit sherds, but those described in the
report”” nuat In some cases very closely compare# Neither the
dating at aeit nor that at Saaarra lo secure (out the presence
tﬂéigmg% thoee vessels ia worth noting* Home, at least, of
thoao vessols are thought to have been ~adc In lover Mesopotamia®™"*
and to have been in production towards the end of the Abbasid
caliphate# Uenothing of the kind was node at Kinaanshah in ti&
tenth and early eleventh century®0 but the date offered by Pope
la too late for the Honda uaterial as indeed It probably is for
the Wasit, and possibly the Jauvarra, vessels# At Hands, these
vessels are in levels of first ocurroncs or at all events In
early levels of Period | and aro likely to have been Imported
therefore in the ninth oentuxy#

In later levels at innda, none of which aro considered well
sealed, there are three sherds, apparently of three different
vessels, which sre tin glased and haw* black overglase paint*
2hs aotifs are indiscernible. Dieec vessels are moulded and
have the internal guided riba mentioned as of T*ang inspir-
ation.

Another overglaso painted vessel calls for particular atten-

tion# fhe motif ia In a strong dark blue, and calligraphic#



98
The body is a fine compact yellow paste, much like the other

tin glazes. The sherd is strongly reminiscent of the ninth
or tenth century Nishapur bowls illustrated by Wilkinson*»
and numbers 31> 25, 24 of the Islamic Pottery Exhibition
catalogue62 of the Victoria and Albert Museum. The thickness
is very even, between 6.5 and 7 mm. and the potting of a
finer standard than that of the other blue and white vessels
in the Manda Tin Glaze collection.

These four vessels may represent Persian Kilns making the
derivative Persian Tin Glazes after the ninth century. Their
slightly late Period 1 contexts would agree with a tenth cen-
tury date. The exact origin of the vessels is a matter for
more careful physical and chemical analysis in all the middle
eastern collections and in Iran itself at likely Kiln sites.
At present no more can be done than note presence and likely
local chronological context and provide a provisional impress-

ionistic description.
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Xhis material has been oooprebenaively described by hope, 3
and occurs in many sites in the *oraian Julf and occasionally
in the .:ad "oa area* for example at Petra. It ia assumed to
be i-eraian* and its style certainly ia strongly ronirJLocant of
Soaanid art. The paste* however* militates against a Persian
origin. It ia of the fine* alluvial yellow material common in
the lower ileogpotaraian region and indeed ia indistinguishable
riacroaeoplcally froa the day ueod in export vessels from
Basra until the present day. For a brief discussion of the
possibility that gush clay was used at HnsT* eoe the seotion
on “Kiraf I aroo". 1lkinson says that he regards this material
oa 1eoopotcTiian and observes that '‘there was no glased pottery
in Jasanien times and probably not in the Bmayyad period’.'64
He adds that the alkaline glaae (used on the Basanisn lalar.io
vecoela) was not used in mersia until the twelfth century.
Khan* on the other hand, reflects the more generally accepted
view when he describes the B.-nsanian Islamic material at Banbhore
as "alkaline glased Usmayyad Potterylt* and dodges for the nonont
the issue of whether it wna wade in lrag or lran* at that period.
KVem if one retains the original theory that these vessels
wexo made in Iran* Wilkinson seems a little uncertain of the
period of production of this material. Very siiiilar pieces were
in production nine hundred years before the foundation of Handa*

but thcoo are plainer and coarser. ilkinaon ascribes a coventhr-
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potted jars and basins.7l Chittick 2 likens the basins to iionan
Mortaria, a very valid formal comparison. There are a few much
more Ffinely potted small bowls and jars. The large mortaria
bear no applique or carved decoration though are sometimes
heavily rilled. The straight wall basins, or vats, are restrict-
ed in decoration to the various patterns based on the chip carv-
ed motif in association with geometrically arranged incisions.

75
The large jars®™ carry a far wider range of motifs, in applique,
incision and carved modes-ﬁ?

The green-glazed sherds predominate, representing about 75/»
of the total Sasanian Islamic assemblage. There are also more
green-glazed vessels than a strict 2:1 ratio with blue vessels
would suggest. But the collection is not large or complete
enough to bear statistical examination of significance of this.
Neither indeed is any other collection. A similar green prepon-
derance in pre-ninth century collections has boon noted however.
Siraf ware occurs with Sasanian Islamic in the lowest levels of
LPK, KHH, above isolated Sasanian Islamic sherds in MB. These
wares at HLanda zeem to arrive contemporaneously with Siraf
wares. Whitehouse*s study of the wide range of stoneware and
earthenware made in Siraf leads me to doubt a pro—ninth century
date for Siraf wares and suggest that the Sasanian Iglamic
assemblage is from the last years of the production of these
wares. Certainly they were manufactured well back Into Sasanian
times, but these vessels are a late phase of the work. The

presence of these vessels does not indicate a pre-ninth century
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date for the lowest levels at Kanda*

There are three types of base represented in the Kanda
sherds. The predominant form is a flat foot rim (G68*4/7")
splayed, and often with a bevel before the flat* The base on all
these sherds is hollow. ~ A small class of thinner vessels
(arrund 10 mm. mean thickness) displays a less sharply indented
base and a less violently splayed foot rim. The average thick-
ness of these bases is 15 44 mm* There are three very massive
bases.

The second base type also exhibits a foot rim, but only a
small area of the rim is the standing surface.76 The proport-
ion of all Sasanian Islamic bases of this tip-toe ring base
is 32.3* and there is little variation of form* All rings are
squarish in section, and all are heavily thickened at the in-
ternal groin, making a total thickness from standing surface to
internal groin very great indeed by comparison with the wall
thickness; it is of the order of three times the thickness*

This heavily-thickened interior groin nay well be in order to
take extra weight thrust on the base junction by the small
standing surface of the tip-toe foot ring. Vhen dry, a far thin-
ner junction could easily take the weight of any vessel; the
thickening can be explained either as a clumsy mistake or as a
measure to prevent sag and warp in the shape of the vessel before
final firing. The phenomenon is too consistent for the former

possibility and thus one concludes that the vessel was of a very

considerable size to need such precautions. The extra thickness
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provides these large vessels with good stability; it could be
that the potters consciously left the base heavy for this
reason. These bases are set commonly or smaller, lighter
vessels than the flat rim bases7”

The third base type, comprising only 11.6/- of the total,
is a flat base without a foot ring. The wall tends to curve
downwards before reaching the base.” The base is slightly
indented, leaving only a small area as standing surface.
There is a marked thickening in this type of base as in the
second type, although the feature is not so exaggerated. The
reason for the thickening is probably the same: that at leather
stage and during drying the fine angle of the wall can only be
maintained and the weight of the vessel sustained by a strength-
ening of the base junction. This type of base falls into two
classes a small thin base (one example lias a mean thickness of
10 mm.) and a massive base for a very large vessel (three ex-
amples have a mean of means thickness of 25*5 mm.).

Hone of these bases was found with sufficient wall for one
to ascertain the shape of the whole vessel but a study of
known shapes from elsewhere and from contemporaneous wares from
the same region gives some clues, a discussion of which follows
later. There was no significant stratigraphical difference
between these three base types; all appear to be contemporaneous.

A largo number of rims was found which displayed a very

great variety of vessel form. Of the 73 shapes, 37 (50.T/J) came
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fron pots* All the pots were placed in one category. Without
exception the rims of these pots are lipped, and 27 of these
arc slightly inthickened also, ™~ A bimodal distribution appears
in a histograph of both moan thickness of sherd and diameter of
rim. This bimodality suggests two groups of pot, and is dramat-
ically exemplified in two very similar sherds 8‘.g)one almost half
the size of the otlier, The first has a mean of means thickness
of around 8,9 mm, and a mean of means diameter of 10,6 cm,, but
no more than is to be expected in that larger pots have thicker
walls and smaller rims. With two exceptions this group consists
of necked pots with the nock slightly incurved. The fact that
the straight-necked vessel is in the lowest deposit in which
this group is represented probably means nothing. There is no
other evidence for suggesting that its provenance (MHHB) is any
earlier than L1B7 a , where the next lowest sherd occurs. The
only body decoration on this group is the incision of one or two
horizontal lines on the bulb of the neck in 50" of the sherds.
There are a few of the long-necked out-thickened rim jars known
from the earlier "Partliisch-Sasanidische” tradition so abundant
at Samarra.04 (Commoner, however, are the short-necked, broad,
high-girthed jars generally with the neck slightly intumed./
There are also bowls and vases. The bowls are divisible in
two classes; those with everted rims and those with outfolded
rims,™ The vessels with lipped rims are much more common.
Seventeen vessels are represented (23,2h) and these are all heavy

straight-walled, wide-mouthed bowls. The walls are ribbed
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horizontally on the exterior and occasionally slightly so on the
interior* The lip is wide (always at least twice the thickness
of the wall) and is formed by folding the paste baok on itself.
Wide grooves occur on the upper flat surface. The rim in all
cases is slightly inthickened. The simple outfolded bead lip
small bowl type found at Jamarra is not found at all at Kanda.
A very small group of bowls (6.47) is much more thinly potted
and smaller in size. These vessels have slightly everted rims.
The mean diameter at the rim of these vessels is 15 cm. and the
mean of means thickness is 8 mm. All of these bowls occur in
upper levels and consistently overlie the other bowl shapes.
There are two other types of vessel, that with a straight
rim and that with a straight thickened rmL'SQ Between them,
these two types account for 25* of the total rim assemblage.
Within the straight-rimmed type there are two classes. There is
a solitary small bowl with a square rim and a single groove
along the top surface. All the other sherds of this type are

from large vases with heavily carved designs on the exterior

o

walls. * In two cases the rims are slightly bulbed at the lip.
There are also several thickened rims. These fall into four

classes. Class 1 is of 7 flat—lipped thickened rims, hone of

these rims sherds shows sufficient wall section to permit one

to reconstruct a vessel form. In most caseB the wall is vertical

for a short distance and then takes a sharp inward concave curve.

A horizontal groove on the exterior of the area directly below

the rim occurs on two of these sherds. The solo representative
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that would imply a party of forty or more for some of the mort-
aria?®) and that the smaller vessels were drinking-water jars
and small bowls* One lamp was found in Jasanian ISlamic pot-
tery; 95this is of interest because of the unsuitability of
the glaze* Joe betide the young lady who omitted to check the
wickj The sherds, which were from a level of burnt material
showed very serious damage by Ffire. The application of post-
firing heat turns the colour (be it originally greenish or
bluish) a dirty sea green and often produced patches of a deep
ruby-red, and the bubbling, pin-holding, re-annealing and
crawling are very serious.96 There is an amusing example of
clumsy healing.97

The paste appears to have been fired fairly low which is as
well for such poorly joined coil work. It is not known at what
temperature range this very early glaze was fired but it is
clear that the potters had difficulties with crazing and with
bubbling. Clearly such a piece of information is easily obtain-
ed and experiments on the shords should be undertaken, ho
attempt seems to have been made to check this, it being a
universal phenomenon with “asanian pottery. There was a great
deal of creep during firing, and indeed there are signs that the
glaze was so viscous that it crept before so much as reaching a
kiln. The result of the creep is a very uneven distribution of
the glaze - large, sometimes grotesque, pools and blobs of glaze
settle above applique decorations and hang from the inside of

98
jar nocks. This alkaline glaze is described by Lane> as
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"Parthian glaze™, and has a very long history of use from the
third to the sixteenth century.

It would seem from the 3tratigraphical evidence that f£asai>-
ian Islamic material was entering East Africa after the tenth
century; and that very small quantities were probably imported
right up to the Portuguese period. The presence of the little
bowls and pot399 in thirteenth to sixteenth century levels is
significant despite the fact that not all the levels in quest-
ion are unmixed. These types do not appear at all in the
lower levels despite a veiy high representation in these levels
of other Eaaanian Islamic types. It is also worth noting that
the incidence of the older heavier bowl and pot types drops
dramatically in the same levels in which the little bowls and
pots appear. These former may be regarded as either a vestigial
population or representatives of change in taste. Only the
medium size pots continue throughout, and into the nineteenth
century. 1910Xirkman has a vessel of Eaaanian Islamic type in
Port Jesus which came from a galliot sunk off the Port in 1676.
A single sherd of the same material was found at Xkokoni in a
surface collection, and again at llbui in a fourteenth century
context with no single pre-fourteenth century sherd in evidence.
Isolated sherds are also in collections of the fourteenth-six-
teenth century from Dondo and 3ui, and in surface collections
from Kiunga, Tundwa, and Lamu. It is in fourteenth to sixteenth
century levels in sondages all over the islands, but always in

very, very small quantities. H« Pierre Zorin finds the material
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in consistently fourteenth to sixteenth century contorts and
Khan, in his report on Banbhore observes that 'this type per-
sisted to the later periods also and several of then were

found in the upper Ievels"”’101 It is clear that this ware
continued to be nade throughout the period from the sixth to
the seventeenth century at least and can only offer exclusive
close dating assistance if the foms are closely studied*
levertheless those later finds are exceptions and the entire
post-tenth century collections on the hast African coast repre-
sent *0005/- of the ninth-tenth century handa collection, and
the basic assumption of a ninth-tenth century date for the ware
remains generally valid, if the ware is the predominant import
as it is at handa. All of the post-tenth century sherds are
from fine, small jars and the heavy vessels described in the
handa material are totally absent* These more delicate chapes
are therefore apparently indicative of a later school*

The flat bases appear to bolong to the large basin rims
although no complete section has been found* 1 include a reconst-
ruction from imagination of one such vessel taken from two sherds
from different places.102 The large pots all seen to have foot-
rings* The walls attached to the bases are all slightly convex,
in contrast to those on the flat bases which are all straight*
This convexity is what one should expect in consideration of a
jar* It is not clear from the i”anda material whether any Jasan-
ian Islamic vessels had round bases — certainly none have been

found; but the small pots are presumed to have had round bases.
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ISLAMIC 3GRA?FIATO

Quite the largest group of sherds in the Hands. collection
is the Sgraffiato group. Its preponderance is due largely to
the coincidence between the period of manufacture and the pros-
perity of Kanda. Sgraffiato is a common group of wares made in
many parts of the Middle Mast over a long period of time, and
should thus be a very useful indicator of commercial links and
of absolute chronology. Dr. Kirkman justly notes that "An
intensive study of Sgraffiato...is long overdue: and would great-
ly assist the problem of dating the many sites in the Indian
Ocean, where there are neither inscriptions nor coins." 103
Unfortunately, common ware though it is, it is highly enigmatic,
ho very satisfactory relative chronology ha3 been established
between types from the different kilns, and indeed the attribut-
ion of a particular sherd to a particular kiln is an extremely
hazardous task. The present collection at least offers a few
time markers.

J/hat little is known about the ware has been the work of art
historians working on fine—quality whole or almost whole vessels

104

preserved in the Museums of the Middle Mast and Europe. Little
archaeological material has been available and the regional and
chronological points of interest have been worked out in terms
of complete vessels. Thus very little of the published work

helps the archaeologist to identify his myriad fragments. A

long and conscientious pilgrimage to the museums does, however,
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convince me that all of the Sgraffiato material at Landa is
Persian in origin and is thus part of the general Iranian/
Last African trade pattern between the eleventh and fourteenth
centuries*

host of the material is in the form of open bowls* The
interior is slipped and glazed; the exterior reveals the hard
earthenware pink fabric, fettled on a wheel* A jig was not
used, as the attempts to thin and smooth by paring left irreg-
ular fettling marks, slight splits with the grain and occasion-
al chittering, giving the impression that the clay was often a
little hawse by the time the fettling was begun. The footring
bases were excavated on a wheel. The pots appear to have been
coil built but some sherds show signs of external fettling on a
wheel .

The material is divided into four main stylistic types,
Hatched, Champleve, Simple and Plain. A fifth, and closely re-
lated, type is the group without Sgraffiato etchings but in
other respects the same material. This has in the past been
included in the Sgraffiato spectrum. In the report it is
appended to the Sgraffiato under the title Larly Islamic Lead
Glazed Polychrome: a good reason perhaps for the previous habit
of calling it just Late Sgraffiato*

Received opinion has it that the splashed designs represent
attempts by potters of the Lear Last to copy splashed T*ang
stonewares. The colours associated with this splashing in the

handa collection certainly reinforce this opinion, as does their
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early occurrence.

The collection at *landa site within a tine bracket bounded,
by the tenth and the tliirteenth centuries*

The -arly Patch Polychrome Simple Sgraffiato is the subject
of discussion for several authors. Lane” describes similar
vessels as of the "3amarra" tradition. It is not useful to
retain such a designation, but Lane"s general observations that
these vessels were made at several places in the lragi - Syrian
region remains the basis of modem opinion on the matter. Noth-
ing more specific can be certain at present, though Lane mentions
Lamarra, Baghdad, and Al kina as likely kiln sites, and even
Susa, though little enough proof of this has emerged from the
work undertaken there by the French iiisaion. Lane also mentions
tho presence of similar vessels from Afrisiyab (Samarkand),
including wasters, and from liishapur.

The closest similarities to the glaze types in this collect-
ion are with the Lishapur sherds in the British museum. The
type described in the site reports from Nishapur also Fits the
handa material fairly Well.106 Only Afrisiyab has good evidence
for causing one to think that a kiln site has been found. Lane"s
suggestion that these vessels were made in Mesopotamia is con-
jecture, though credible; his statement that they began to be
made immediately after the introduction of the T"ang splashed
wares to the area is acceptable.

It i3 reasonable to assume that the potters of the Middle

Last would attempt a cheap local replacement of the expensive
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and rare imported article as soon as possible after its first
appearance* “videnco from hishapur, where ouch vessels are
dated by coins to the late eighth century or early ninth
century support this assumption*

The l-anda excavations by no means rule out a ninth century
date for these vessels, since thexj are finely associated with
Jasanian Islamic, Tin Glazed and Siraf unglazed wares* However,
none of these vessels appears in the lowest i-anda levels and a
slightly later date, towards the end of Period | is more accept-
able. Perhaps a date in the tenth century would be more likely
for the first occurrences of the type in iianda.

The Hast African overseas trade links as suggested both by
the tt?dition and by the earliest pqttery asse@&&ag$,pf the
lianda excavations were predominantly, if not exclusively, with
the lranian Gulf. In connection with this, though historically
several places on the Gulf are known to have had some associat-
ion with Hast Africa, Jiraf is the most commonly mentioned.

Whitehouse feels that Sgraffiato does not appear before the
middle of the eleventh century, on the basis of his oxcavations
at Hiraf. IT this is the case, and the assumed immediacy with
which the Hasanian and Tin Glazed material reached iianda aftor
production is correct, the earliest Sgraffiato in Hast Africa
is unlikely to have come from Hirafe Thought must bo given to
more extensive commercial links with other towns in the Persian
Gulf or the northern coasts of the Indian Ocean* The two areas

most attractive for consideration are the Kesopotamian seaboard
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and the Sind seaboard particularly Basra and Banbhore respect-

ively* In this latter regard it is interesting to note Kirk-
nan*s comment that the Hatched Jgraffiato he has at Gedi is
"unmistakeably of an Eastern rather than a Western type; ident-
ical sherds were found at Bhanbor in Jind"J” The subsequent
account of ideas concerning the origins of the types found at
Hands adds weight to Dr* Kirknan*s statement, in that it points
to predominatly "hastem™ origins. It is equally interesting
to note that the western "Kinai" polychromes and the other
related cream bodied wares and the moulded MLakabiM types are
not present in the hast African collections.

Dr. Whitehouse describes the earliest Sgraffiato vessels at
Siraf as plates and dishes with a yellowish glaze splashed with
greens and browns. It is not altogether clear from the prelim-
inary reports what these plates and dishes look like. Neither
is the description and illustration of the splashing clear,
nevertheless it may reasonably be assumed that these splashed
glazes are indeed like those found at llanda.

The date of first occurrence suggested by Whitehouse, (post
1055) is slightly inconsistent with the poriod for first occur-
rence, at llanda, though Mitehouoe,s original feeling that the
Ffirst occurrences at Siraf might be as early as between 977 and
1055 was more consistent. There are also some difficulties with
the description of the materials. The polychrome and brown
biohrome bowls and dishes of the first period at Ilanda do not

accord with such descriptions as we have from Sirafi neither need
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they i the material from Manda is earlier* There is rather
more agreement that the hatched vessels occur slightly later
than the polychrome and brown bichrome glazed vessels. At
Siraf these vessels are regarded as being later than first
occurrences and perhaps late eleventh century* Despite the
absence of close dating at Manda, the sequence of pottery en-
courages the acceptance of a late tenth century to early
eleventh century period for the earliest Hatched vessels. Mr*
Chittick found Hatched sherds in the earliest levels at Kilwa
and for excellent unconnected reasons regards these levels to
be from the late tenth century. Talbot Rice gives a ninth or .
tenth century date for this same material using quite different
criteria*

If the colour distinctions which occur among the Sgraffiato
at Manda are significant features of the general development of
Sgraffiatos, the polychrome, brown and brown bichromes are early
(perhaps late tenth or early eleventh century) and the yellows
and monochrome greens suggest a later date. The Sgraffiato in
East Africa certainly occurs over a long period. Pope"s dating
of the polychrome Hatched vessels has them beginning in the
tenth century and reaching a peak of production in the eleventh.
Pope feels that the "Aghkand™ ware as he calls it was probably
made in Adharbayyan possibly in Aghkand itself. 109

The yellow and green splashed wares which Pope describes as
"the Green and lvory type™”™are not dated closely by the Middle

Eastern collections, but Pope is sure of the origin: "we can
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confidently assign (them) to llazandaran”. He makes no distinc-
tion between the use of Hatched, Champleve, or Simple techniques
but generally terms these ivory and green glazed vessels as
“"Amul™ and gives an eleventh to thirteenth century period to

111

them, Karabacek is of much the same opinion. This fits excel-
lently with the consistently late date in the Sgraffiato seg-
uence of the yellow and green vessels in the Honda collection.
IT this date is reliable (and Pope offers no reasons for depend-
ing upon it) the predominant yellow and green group among the
Hatched ware suggests an eleventh centuiy date for the first
occurrences of that part of the Hatched ware collection. Neither
does Pope*s broad time span for the production of these glazes
prejudice consideration of the Ungwana and Kilopwa Hatched
vessels as evidence of imports as late as the thirteenth century,
and not as merely vestigial sherds* However the term "Amul” or
nAmol' is more generally used to include not only its glaze types
described above, but also the green and yellow splashed vessels
with green line or underglaze painting added. Nothing of this
green lined material occurs in the Hast African collection*
These green lined vessels are felt to have been made toward the
end of the period under discussion, namely during the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries* It is therefore possible to deduce
from published and museum material precisely what the Hast African
archaeological collection shows, that this kind of ware was com-
monest in the eleventh and twelfth centuries and is occasionally

to be found in the thirteenth century, by which time the overall
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rate of import of Zgraffiato had dropped dramatically and conse-
quently certain late types are absent in Swahili settlements.

Dr. Kirkman found a Hatched vessel in Period 1 at Kilepwa,
and two more in slightly later levels. Phase | of Period I is
dated by Kirkman in the thirteenth century, as are similar
sherds from Ungwana.

These are late dates for the arrival of Hatched wares in
Hast Africa, and are important as indications of the period over
which such wares were imported.

This is the material which Lane describes as "Zendjian
Zgraffiatd: > and he notes a later polychrome splashed ware for
the same area, bearing nashki script. He claims that this is not
common until the twelfth century. The only evidence he offers
for this is a vessel carrying the date 1134 in the Berlin Museum.
A piece of this occurs in the late levels at manda in a context
which would independently suggest a late twelfth or early thirt-
eenth century date. Lane suggests that there was a limited
period of production of this material in the twelfth century
which may well have been restricted to one potter, Abu Talib.
Lane*s reasons for reducing the production to one potter are not
convincing, but the twelfth century date suggested for the appear-
ance of polychrome nashki pottery is reasonable conjecture. The
kanda evidence, ouch as it is, would support a late twelfth or
early thirteenth century”~for the manufacture of this type of

vessel, supporting an earlier rather than a later date rather more

readily.
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Lane gives a tenth to twelfth century period for Hatched

wares*” The type he seems particularly to have in mind are

the plain yellow vessels, often with a green rim* which he
claims imitate silver work* Lane gives no reasons for his
suggested date and we may feel free to modify his conjecture in
the light of the East African collections. The East African
material and Pope’s slightly longer period for the production

of these vessels accord more readily with each other than Lane’s
suggestions with either*

It is very interesting to attempt to use Fleury’s suggested
sequence of Kufic styles and their dategis'for studying the
small calligraphic collection, and using that it is quite likely
that what he would call “Simple” Kufic script on these yellow
wares, as on the other glazes of the Hatched group occurs earlier
than the mid-eleventh century and, given that its calligraphic
degeneracy is not advanced, dates more probably from the tenth
century* This accords perfectly with the Manda stratigraphy and
associated finds. Kirkman’s late Hatched sherds are not callig-
raphic and the Hatched calligraphic vessels at Kanda seem to be
early manifestations of the Hatched ware in East Africa* The
handa material suggests a time bracket of late tenth century to
eleventh century for the calligraphic Hatched Sgraffiato with a
likelihood that the material ceased to be imported by the mid-
eleventh century. It should be noted that though he deals only
indirectly with nashki material Fleury also would apparently

argue a late date for this calligraphy*
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The Manda excavations indicate that the polychrome Hatched
vessels and the yellow and green hatched vessels occur earliest
at Manda. It is not at all clear at lands how long the Hatched
Sgraffiato continued to be imported* The "Late" Sgraffiato
described by Dr. V/hitehouse in the Siraf deposits is Hatched
and is dated between the eleventh and twelfth centuries.116 It
is not clear what the glaze colours are but if they are green
monochrome, or variegated yellow and monochrome yellow, this
would happily support the findings at Manda; most of that part
of the collection is late in the sequence and the bulk of the
population occurs well below the Ffirst occurrences of the four-
teenth century Black on Yellow ware, and invariably, if found
late, is in levels containing vestigial Tin glaze and Siraf
unglazed material. It is my belief tliat the few Hatched vessels
that were found by Dr. Kirfcraan represent the very latest imports
from the Ilranian Gulf. Sgraffiato may well have boon importod
right up to the time of the arrival of the Black on Yellow wares.
I regard the two wares as chronologically discrete but contiguous.

The occurrence of the Champleve type slightly later than the
Hatched vessels was noticed at Manda and is confirmed at hilwa.
It is clear that at Manda the Hatched vessels occur in proport-
ionately greater abundance in the lowest levels of occurrence
than do the Champleve types. There is no indication from the
stratification what sort of period may be represented by the gap
between the First occurrences of the two; but both occur initial-

ly in association with early Chinese white porcelain and only the
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Hatched material occurs with Sasanian Islamic material in initial
appearances in clean levels. The Champleve first occurs vrith
Hiraf wares and cannot have been very much later* If it is
correct to date the end of the early hasanion exports to the late
ninth and tenth century* then the Hatched types first occur in
Honda in the tonth century, and if it is correct that the Siraf
vessels persisted in popularity of use through the tenth century
and later than the Sasanian material, then an early eleventh
century date for the fTirst occurrences of the Champleve is the
most likely* This material seems to be accepted generally as
having come from the Garrus district of Western lran, and wasters
have been found at Yastkand, but no date has been established
archaeologically for them. Hr* i/hitehouse does not mention them,
and this could be right if his material is all post-1055* The
predominantly yellow, yellow-brown and green colours found at
Manda on the Champleve vessels confirm Lane*s description. Kirk-
man has Champleve types at Gedi, Kilepwa and Ungwana in thirteenth
century contexts and does not regard the material as vestigial. He
also has it at Has likumbuu in, at earliest, a late thirteenth
century context.

Pope »s description of the Kurdistan Champleve concurs well
with the finds at Manda although it is maybe the exception which
proves the rule suggested by Kirknan that most of the material is
<unmistakably Mastem”. He describes the creamy (I take this
to be pale yellow)x as a colour of socondaiy importance and

mentions that sometimes the yellow has random streaks of green
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with the brown. No polychrome Champleve occurs at I"lada at all.

Pope=3 period for these types (he sees them as a ware) is from
the tenth to the twelfth centuries. This then is slightly later
than the period for the first occurrence of the Hatched vessels
but is contemporaneously declining in popularity with the
Hatched vessels. Pope is one of the authorities who is sure
that those types come from the Garrus region of Kurdistan; he
adds that wasters have n»4 onily been foundret*Yastkand but also
at Ghezelozond.119 This Champleve is the 'gabri' ware mentioned
in some texts. The tenth to twelfth century is an admirable
period for the Handa material, but the thirteenth century date
for the Champleve elsewhere on the coast at first sight jars
slightly. The period of the manufacture and export of the
Chempleve types may well have lasted longer than Lane or Pope
believed, or Dr. Kirknan*s vessels may be the very last of im-
ports of vessels made many years earlier: they wore, after all,
in the service of immigrants many of whom are likely to have
cone from established homes in the Iranian Gulf.

Kore satisfactorily, the glaze colours of the Champleve
pieces at Ungwana are likely (though not certain) to be late if
the Kanda colour sequence has general reference, and a period
for import from the middle tenth century to the late twelfth
century is not inconsistent with any of the evidence. VWithin
that period the glaze colours may have varied according to the

Kanda pattern; they appear to have done, but the sample is too

small for certainty.
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The early marbled polychrome Simple Sgraffiato types are

not described in the literature. Similarly the Flourish type
of Simple Sgraffiato is unmentioned in the literature unless
it be the eleventh to twelfth century "meaningless scribble™
type referred to by Lane. This date fits with the consistent
association of Flourish types of the Simple Sgraffiato with
Hatched or Champleve material, but its slightly later first
occurrence than either”wfde Landa material would suggest a
mid—eleventh century to thirteenth century braokot for the
Flourish Sgraffiato, emphasising the likelihood of a shorter
time towards the beginning of that period.

The apparent contemporaneity of the appearance of the Floral
Scribble version of the Simple Sgraffiato and the Champleve
suggests at latest a mid-eleventh century date for the introduc-
tion of that material. The period of popularity seems contemp-
oraneous with the Flourish and Garbled Polychrome types 3ave
tliat the scribble floral vessels are predominant in the immedi-
ately pro-Black on Yellow levels. It is not clear, given the
sondage nature of the excavation, if this preponderance is
significant. There is no doubt, however, that these designs
are known to be twelfth and thirteenth century elsewhere.120 In
all cases the Tirst occurrence is probably in the eleventh cent-
ury, since it closely follows the first occurrences of Champleve,
and in all cases the peak population is somewhat later, in
twelfth and thirteenth century levels. Within this period the

colour variations appear to operate as rough chronological markers.
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The shapes of the bowl form in this group are varied* but
fall into three main groups: small with straight rims,” large
122
with straight rims or out thickened rims* and restricted
123 124
bowls. There is also a 3nall group of charger dishes.e™
There is only one example of the restricted bowl shape.
This has a rim diameter of 11 cm. and a mean wall thickness of
émm. The bowl is gently carinated in the upper body and the
wall above the carination is straight* leading to a straight
round lipped rim. The glaze is pale yellow and yellowish
green splashed. This bowl is unstratified from Kanda.
The charger dishes are three in number and are very hand-
125 ) -
some . The glazes on these are: on the first* a monochrome
strong green* akin to the "apple green" described by hr. Kirk-

126
man ; on the second, dark yellowish green* pale yellow and

reddish brown splashed; and on the third olive green splashed
with reddish brown. Two of the rims are frilled: in one case
the section is of a flat lip inclined outwards at about 45°$
the frilling being negative; and in the other cose* the frill-
ing is positive on a flat lip. The great thickening towards
the base is thus potted in order to take the strain of so wide
and heavy a vessel on so small an area of load-bearing when the
vessel is moved. This thickness is twice that of the rim and

appears clumsy in section. The potter has, however, hidden

this massive thickening by constructing gracefully curved walls
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around iIt* The need to strengthen the walls of a vessel when

by nature of its function it is to be moved many thousands of
times in its lifetime is the more obvious when the rim diameter
is considered# Cne is 28 c# across* and the other measurable
one is no less than 37 cn* across# In two of these three
examples, Kufic motifs are incised on the interior wall* The
large green dish has a lodged rim with an estimated diameter
of 33 cm*; on this the inscription is on tho ledge.

There is a group of open* straight rimmed round lipped
bowls: 12If*cmr, very open with a wall angle of no less than
50n. Three come from below the levels of maximum occurrence
but not from the lowest levels of occurrence for Hatched mat-
erial, and of these two have yellow and green* and one has
yellow and brown splashed glaze* One of those bowls has a
frilled rim. The two rim diameters available are 19 cm. and
24 cm. These vessels are considerably oarlier than the other
bowl with a diameter of 23 cm. which comes from a very late
Kanda level. Despite the slight discrepancy in the diameters,
the wall thickness (4#75 cm*)* general form and detailed shape
of these vessels demand that the bowl3 be put in the same group.

There is one group of more finely potted open straight rim-
med round lipped bowls with a rather less open wall* subtending
to around 30-35°. 128 Those are all from the latest levels of
Hatched Sgraffiato in lianda. All but one of the seven have the
greenish yellow/yellow green splash typo of glaze* and the

exception has a dark yellowish green/strong groen/reddish brown
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polychrome sploshed glaze* The mean of means thicknoos is 4*1

mm. # suggesting rather finer potting of smaller vessels with a
mean diameter at the rim of 19 cm., but this is slightly

forced sinco one of the vessels is markedly smaller than the
rest, with a mean thickness of 3 mm. and a rim diameter of
around 13 GWJZQ It also is the exception with the polychrome
glaze* This vessel taken out of the group, the other vessels
give a size reflected by a mean of means thickness of 4*3 mm*
and a mean rim diameter with very little variation of 20 on*
This is not very different from the earlier open bowls, but
does nevertheless imply that the later bowl3, apart from being
less open, are also slightly more finely potted and rather
smaller* There is no useful distinction in glaze range between
tho two groups. These minor variations are not sufficient to
indicate a change in the function of this type of bowl in Kanda
society*

The shallow cornice rim open bowls with a beaded rin&gocome
from the hatched levels, are glazed with the pale greenish
yellow/yellow green splashed glaze and have a standard size of
5*5 mm* mean of means wall thickneos and 26 crm* at the rim
diameter.

There is a group of four thin beaded lip straight rim bowls
with a constant rim diameter of 20 cn. and a constant mean of
means wall thickness of 4*4 mm* These are all monochrome very

pale greenish yellow and all come from tho Late hatched ograffi-=*

ato levels 131
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i"here is also one bowl rim which iB very slightly everted, t®
one straight rimmed bowl with a thick external cordon immediato-

ly below the Iip,133 and another with a slightly flapped straight

rim.134 hone of these is in reliable levels at iianda and are
described for the ceramic interest only.

X"iiere i3 a single sherd from a large pot glazed on both
sides and exhibiting the early green, brown and yellow T*ang
style splashed.

"iTe hatched vessels represent 18.&- of all the Jgraffiato
vessels recovered, and come exclusively from -anda. i“hey are
in all technical particulars similar to those found at Gedi;
of these hr* kirkman notes that "I"he bgraffiato with designs
with a Hatched background is unmistakeably of an eastern rather
than a western type; identical sherds were found at Bhambore
in ocinde.” 136

This attribution to the eastern centres of Islamic ceramic
technology is undoubtedly correct and the association with the
sherds from Bhamboro supports Bice” feeling that these vessels
are from the ninth or tenth century, observing that "thinly
engraved designs which are very similar appear on metalwork of
the period™.

All the Hatched sherds from lianda carry glazes which are
combinations of various greens, yellow, green and yellow, or
green, yellow and brown. OFf 21 hatched bases 18 are purely

pale yellow and all but one have the hatched motifs surrounded

by an incised single or double circle, with a diameter roughly
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that of the base* The splashed colours aure thus predominantly
on the interior vails of the vessels* Nine of the vessels are
plates (the measurable diameters are 20 exa., 23 on., and 26cn.)
and the rest are bowls* The exact shape of these bowls is not
altogether clear since there is no example of a full section*
but a study of the rims and bases together suggests the most
likely range of overall shapes* Tho mean of means base diamet-
er is 10*2 cm. and the likelihood is that these bowls are
shallow and wide with gently convex walls.

Kufic script is used as a motif on 14/ of the Hatched
vessels including one of the plates and two of the dishes,138
host of the examples are not legibile but one carries a repet-

itive motif of the letters, meaning "onM. Other sherds show

the Kufic in a slightly debased form and purely in an ornamental
capacity* i1"lury suggested tenth or eleventh century date for
most of this simple Kufic work on pottery has been referred to
alreadyThis calligraphy is not so dramatically debased as
would, to judge from his illustrations}Agimply a later date.

At the same time the stratigraphical evidence strongly resists

a later date* showing the Kufic sherds consistently early in

the Hatched Hgraffiato sequence* Other related motifs consisted
of hatched curvilinear blocks running in irregular juxtaposition
round the cavetto. These abstract motifs persist slightly long*-
er than the flower motifs and the Kufic* but appear at about the

same time*

A flower motif is employed on 39/* of the vessels of the
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Hatched group at Kanda. The flower is in the base circle and
highly geometric.141 It is picked out in simple lines and the
background slip at the edges is hatched to increase the con-
trast. The flower is a standard quatrefoil with a four point-
ed leaf backing it. This motif appears slightly earlier than
the equally stylised tendril motif.1 These flower bases
occur initially in Sasanian Islamic levels, whereas the tendril
motifs appear at about the same time as Champleve material.

The initial occurrence of both simultaneously is in the only
pit where the two occur together in an early context.

Tendrils are found on the bowl walls in about 25/ of the
bowl population of the Hatched types, on the bottom of one of
the three plates,143and on about 27 pof the base centres. Care-
fully executed geometric designs are rare in any of the Sgraffi-
atos at Kanda. Three bases only show concern by the potter for
more than the slightest geometric accuracy.

Bands of hatching enclosed in random curvilinear shapes are
common on bases.l44 None have occurred on walls. Two such
shapes opposed occur occasionally. Other examples of this dec-
orative style are not sufficiently complete to be convincing in
respect of the minutiae of execution.

"Latticell Sgraffiato of the kind mentioned by Hr. Parries
and Pope in lran]4” occurs at Kanda.One has a tight lattice
work backing on an unrecognisable fragment of design, and much
more widely spaced lattice work occurs in several other cases,

amounting to around of the total hatched collection.
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Only two hatched bases do not have a circle with a rootif
inside it* Both aro from first occurrence levels*

The green hatched bowl with the everted rin is unusual also
in the incised design. 147It shows that the design (which is
indistinct) was divided into panels; similar indications are
given by the fragments from four other bowls, of which only
one is hatched# This is a reminder of the minor variations
between the decorative alternatives available to the potters
of these different types of Sgraffiato*

On one occasion only does hatched design appear on the
same sherd as Champleve, and although the very fragmentary
nature of the material does not permit firmness on the point,

y
it is at least likely that this exclusiveness is significant*

There is no stratigraphical significance in the distrib-
ution of the forms of the hatched Sgraffiato vessels# It is
worth noting however that the two small dishes with frilled
rims are both from the very lowest levels of occurrence of
the Hatched ograffiato#

Of the footring bases all of the 0£- which can indioate
initial wall angle at the groin, fit the angle for the slight-
ly curved wall bowl with the everted or straight rim. In
addition to these and the rims, 30 other similar vessels were
represented by body sherds# The total number of bowls in the
collection is thus 114 of which only 28 show rims# OFf these
rims, 10 are everted and 18 are straight rims#

Only two vessels in the Hatched group have flat bases#
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Only two vessels in the Hatched group have flat bases* All

the rest are of the heeled and kneed type.

SSUmm . aSHAWFIiffP

The term Champleve is lifted from metalworking and enamel-
ling and refers to the gouging out of wide areas of a vessel”
surface, creating "beds" for the enamel. In Sgraffiato pottery
the slip is cut away over large areas revealing the red or pink
body. These beds are then painted, hearly all of the Champ-
leve beds and associated incised lines are brown. The range of
browns is very great, extending from yellowish brown and brown-
ish orange through to very dark browns in the moderate strong
and greyish ranges. Very occasionally there are olives and
brownish greys. The value of the chroma also varies but is
generally high.

Design is very difficult to establish on the Nanda fragments.
Nevertheless a few observations can be made. There is a small
class of vessels which have a broad Champleve circle on the
inner groin. This acts as a base for simple incised decoration
up the walls. Some pieces suggest that this decoration may
include stylised arabic but this is not certain. Another design
is a double cordon in the base inside interrupted at random
points by short champlove stretches. Above this circle are

calligraphic designs in Champleve. In no case do the Calligraphic
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motifs combine to mean anything in Arabic or Farsi. Similar

interior wall designs occur on a circle of a single incised
line in the base. In one case (a bowl base surface find from
ShangcJ the calligraphic motifs are more closely spaced and
mounted on a cavetto periphery band. They form a frieze
round the lower body.

Vessel shape is consistent. Almost all of the sherds are
from bowls with shallow splayed footrings. The usual shape at
the rim iIs straight or very slightly everted.

One other major group of designs among the Champleve wares
is that in which small patches of slip are left in a large bod,
and this "blob¥ decoration is interrupted by a series of bands
of slip.ll‘k9 This "blob" Champleve is never associated with
hatching at *.anda but it occurs on vessels with ordinary Champ-
love and is used to represent a collar or foliage, or sometimes
a bird"s wing. None of these corporate designs occur at Kanda.
The "blob™ decoration is used abstractly. There is no satis-
factory evidence to suggest a different date or period of
import for this distinctive type.

Two sherds have closely spaced incised curves with the
Champleve patches along their length, stretching from rim to
base.

There is no discemable chronological sequence for the
various glaze colours and combinations. The Champleve vessels
were, unlike the Hatched vessels, largely monochrome @®4/%); of

the polychrome vessels splashed glazes account for 2Z* of the
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collection ad. striated, vessels account for 1lf--

Ho single brown polychrome or green and brown sherd appears
in the Champleve from Aanda. 32~ of the Champleve sherds are
yellow and brown splashed, and of these 29,Joccur at lowest
levels of occurrence for Champleve sherds and are present at
the lowest levels in eleven out of the seventeen pits yielding
Champleve. Of the other six pits, five earliest occurrences
of this ware are yellow monochromes: yellow monochromes also
occur alongside the yellow and brown splash on three occasions.
One first occurrence in these six pits is a yellow and green
splashed sherd which is one of only two in the whole Champleve
collection. The earliest occurrences of yellow monochromes
represent only 19/ of the population of these sherds. It is of
course conceivable that some of the yellow monochrome sherds,
particularly those from the lower wall, come from bichrome
vessels.

The impression is that the yollow and brown bichromes are
the commonest early Champleve colours, yielding to yellow mono-
chrome, which is much commoner in the later levels. The number
of yellow and green vessels is not enough to make any contri-
bution to the sequence of colours.

Ho Champleve sherd had an everted rim at Handa, and the
largest group was of straight-rimmed round” lipped bowls.150
There was also a large dish, 25 mm. in rim diameter and 3*6 cn*

152

high.”~ One other rim cones from a dish of uncertain shape.-

Although most of the Champleve bowls are of fairly standard
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size (th. 5*5 nu™ rim diameter 21 cm, base diameter 9 cm,),
one is much smaller (th, 5 mm, rim diameter 12 cm. base dia-
meter 5 cm.),

A Champleve sherd was found at Hidabu, near Lamu, in the
bottom levels of a small sondage put in by Mr. Chittick; this
and the discovery of Hatched sherds on the beach east of Lamu
and at VWiyuni argue that there was a settlement in the neigh-
bourhood of Lamu, probably to the east of it, at latest in
the twelfth century,

A surface collection made by Mr. Chittick at Siu also in-
cludes one Champleve sherd. Sherds of Simple Sgraffiato are
also in this collection of Mr. Chittick and are all of the
late green, green speckled and yellow and green types. This
vestigial Champleve in such company can hardly argue for a
pre-twelfth century date by itself. Nevertheless, the distrib-
ution is clearly early, although possibly slightly later than
the Hatched vessels. A period of import and use after, but
soon after the earliest deposits of Hatched vessels is most

likely,
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There is a very large amount of Sgraffiato which bears
incised linear designs of a wide variety, but does not use
hatching or Champleve techniques* This, as a group, is
called Simple Sgraffiato* There is a considerable note of
caution to be sounded however* In view of the fragmentary
nature of the material from xianda, there is almost certainly
a small part of this collection which does in fact come from
another type of vessel.

The number of sherds thus confused is probably slight and
undoubtedly does not affect the overall conclusions* Simple
Sgraffiato is divided into several sub-types, I1™»3e”according

to the type of motif employed.

CALLIGISu-iuC

Several sherds of straight rimmed open bowls have deep calli-
graphic (or pseudo—calligraphic) friezes enclosed by parallel
lines top and bottom* Three of these sherds wore found in a
reliable context associated with T*ing, Siraf, Tin Glaze and
Hatched Sgraffiato sherds. However, they do not occur in first
occurrence assemblages of these early wares and do not demand
a date earlier than the eleventh century* There is also a large

group of dishes with a mean rim diameter of 31 cm.l54 One of
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these dishes is significantly smaller than the others* having
a rim diameter of only 26 cmj”~ and one significantly larger,
measuring some 39 cm. The others are closely clustered around
31 cm. The walls are thick, with a mean thickness of around
9*3 mm. This does not have any significance for seriation
since it is a feature of earthenware dishes that they are
markedly thicker walled than bowls of a similar capacity. In
this particular case the lower body thickens dramatically in
comparison to the upper body. This is unlikely to be the
result of bad potting. Dishes have to be lifted and moved
regularly, often with a load in them. Since the strain is
principally concentrated on the base junction, this thickening
is a natural technological solution. It is amazing that this
thickening, which looks so grotesque in section, is hidden by
very graceful lines when the dish is seen complete and from
the surface. The rim is flattened,l56 inclining outwards at
about 45°t sometimes slightly concave, sometimes slightly
convex. The calligraphic markings run around the ledge rim.
One other sherd bears a calligraphic inscription. The
inscription is in hashki and the characters are distinguishable—.l57
This sherd is curious in several ways. The principal decoration
is on the exterior, the glaze is on both interior and exterior,
and the shape is unique. The sherd strongly suggests a carin-
ated bowl. The glaze on the exterior is brightly splashed in
yellowish green, very pale green, and yellowish brown. The

glaze in the interior is too badly damaged to ascertain the
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original colours*

Another sherd of interest bears a fruitlike motif in the
base* This sherd comes from a mixed level and a relative date
cannot be obtained for it.‘;l"*58 The base diameter is 9 cm* and
the bowl form above it is certain*

A large bowl from menda with a splashed polychrome glaze
is divided into radiating oval panels of double parallel linos,
each connected with the rim by a double line leaving the panel
half way up and reaching the rim half way between the two panels*
nach panel has a wavy line incised up its centre*159

In I-lada these sherds appear consistently with the Champleve
material* There is insufficient evidence to discern their relat-
ionship with the Hatched material, but it may be accepted as a
reasonable assumption that these vessels are predominantly an
eleventh century or possibly twelfth century phenomenon*

The difficulty with this classification of all calligraphic
material together is the comparative material from Gedi where
there is a piece of Sgraffiato from a fifteenth century context
which offers the only direct formal comparison with the carin-
atod bowl* (not close)* although it bears no calligraphy. In
view of the fact that this is only a formal comparison and the
motif is quite different, and that the context at Gedi is not
sealed and only in an area where a fourteenth or fifteenth
century date would least strain the evidence,l-'—60 it Is reason-
able at present to suggest that this ilanda calligraphic piece

is genuinely earlier, and contemporaneous with the other pieces*
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The famous and rather pedantic date of 1055 for the intrusion
of ilashki on the Arabic calligraphic 3cene is not seriously
challenged by the llanda material. The only sherds which could
conceivably have been deposited earlier than the mid eleventh
century, those of the straight rim bowls, are in very weak
positions well up in the calligraphical distributions of the
three early Islamic wares with which they occur. There app-
ears to be no calligraphic sherd in the excavations which could
support a definitive statement that this type of decoration
came in a Sgraffiato after the twelfth century. None is found
for example, in association with Black on Yellow ware in clean
levels, and so one may presume that by the fourteenth century
this material was not even vestigial.

The neatness of this is upset somewhat by the bowl found
set in a tomb at Dondo.” This has an interior frieze of calli-
graphy. The preservation is extremely poor, but it would seem
that the vessel is of the Simple Sgraffiato group, but with a
Kufic frieze, possibly interwoven with palmettos. This bowl is
of interest in many other ways. It i3 fascinating. It is one
of loss than half-a-dozen Sgraffiato vessels on the entire
Swahili coast which are glazed on both sides. The exterior
decoration is unique in this collection. It is coloured a very
pale cream and then decorated with a carination cordon band of
bold slashes of russet gold under a horizontal line and a
frieze of repeated double garlands in the some rich colour.

The closest parallels to such decoration are in the Mesopotamian
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Tin Glaze repertoire. The bold freehand work and striking
colour contrast on the exterior must have clashed violently
with the undoubtedly more constricted intense sgraffiato work
under darker, loss contrastive colours on the interior. It is
a great shame that the vessel is so badly weathered on the
interior for it to be impossible to be certain of the colour
combination there.

The little that can be said of it in terms of glaze, colour
and decoration all point to a pre-twelfth century date, probably
in the eleventh century, and yet the bowl has gazed out from
the wall of a tomb which is almost certainly a full two hundred
years younger .

The shape of the bowl is also unusual. There is a very low
cerination with a raised round cordon above, the footring is
extremely high and its shape unique. The rim section only has
relatives in the late Islamic Monochrome bowl collection from
its post-seventeenth century period. Clearly this bowl is of
immense interest and it is hoped that a closer study of the
unpublished museum material in the Middle Mast, Russia and
Iran can help to place it.

What appears to be a very similar vessel is still in situ

162

in one of the tombs at Dondo
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LXIt) CALLICril/fiilC

Several forms carry horizontal friezes of linear decoration
based upon Arabic calligraphy. None appears to zay anything*
and the calligraphy seems to have been purely decorative* It
is markedly more debased than the earlier material 4cto the
point where many letters are illegible*

The forms are simple bowls and dishes. Six are open bowls,
with three of the four extant rims straight and bulbed and the
fourth an everted ledge rim* hot enough vessels were recovered
for very satisfactory statistics* This is particularly disap-
pointing in view of the difficulty in identifying the size
range* The diameters of the two straight rim bowls represented
by rims with measurable diameters are 43 cm* and 28 cm* The
diameter of the everted rim bowl is 26 cm.

The dish class is more coherent* There are four dishes.
They have a mean of means thickness of 93 mm. and a moan dian
meter of 31»75 cm. which moans less since there is a large
variation. The shape is nevertheless very consistent* The rims
are all thickened sharply at the lip and the plane of the
hollow lip is around 40° leaning outwards* These are all from
the late levels of the Sgraffiato sequence and carry the late

colour range. They fall therefore into the twelfth to thir-

teenth century period*
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The commonest of the recognisable desiens found on the
~graffiato at ftah are tho flourish motifs on straight rin-
ged bowls in browns, yellow and {preens a1 brown and yollow,

6 monochrome brown, 3 sploshed polychrome, 9 bichrome croon).
There is no yellow and croon or sploshed yellow, neither is
there a croon and brown. There is only one monochrome yellow.
The colour rone® of theso vessels suggests an early period of
first production for them, thouch the presence of tho yellow
monochrome, and the lore® number of croons, indicates a loncer
period of popularity than the callicraphic material.

There is one bowl, from a level of earliest occurrence, of
Fflourish type, which has a slightly everted rim and a rather
larger rira diameter (28 cm.) on walls of a thickness comparor-
ble to that of the other bowls (6 mm.)e All but one of tho
nanda bowls iias the heeled and kneed footrine, but the except-
ion has a kneed flat base.

These bowls are distinguished by their paucity of incised
decoration and by the independent motifs on the bowl walls, and
less commonly (2 cases) on the centre. These motifs are not of
any consistent form and are merely random flourishes of a
stylus Two show some indebtedness to geometric dealer but
remain flourishes. In all cases the flourish is on or close to
the incised line, immediately below the rira on the interior.

On those vessels which do not have this line, the flourish
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remains in the same position on the wall. It is interesting
to note that in the two cases where the glaze is splashed un-
evenly, leaving a dark patch on one side of the bowl, the
flourish is in both cases in that dark patch. Two examples
are not sufficient to be certain that this iIs a conscious dec-
orative artifice, but the phenomenon is worth noting. Five
other bowls have the flourish astride the top incised cordon,
leaving an empty cavctto. In only one case is the motif well
down the cavetto.

These Flourish Bowls appear in quantity later than the
Hatched or Champlove sherds but first occurrences sure with the
early ograffiatos. There are only a few reoidual sherds after
the advent of the Black on Yellow ware. One assumes from the
Kanda distribution a late eleventh to thirteenth century brack-
et for them with their most common distribution in the twelfth
centuiy.

Another small group is of straight rimmed bowls with fat
lips pulled outwards and slightly hollow,16ﬁ Below the rim on
the inside is a wave pattern enclosed in a parallel line cordon.
The fragmentary nature of the material prevents certainty but
the impression given is that the walls are otherwise undecorated.
A related rim frieze, but without the parallel lines, i3 found
on one sherd of a small everted rim bowl. These sherds first
appear in an early period associated securely with Basanian

Islamic, Tin Glaze, Jiraf Barthenware and the Bgraffiato Hatched

and Champleve wares. But all but two of these that are in post—
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first occurrence contexts for these associated wares, the others

being in the middle of the Sgraffiato Jimple period, associated
with Champleve sherds. Thus a date in the eleventh century
would perhaps fit these best. The class should thus appear at
Kanda at about the same time as the Champleve, All of those
vessels have a yellow, green and brown splashed glaze which is
marbled rather than patchy and is unique to the form of bowl
and the type of decoration, with the single exception of the
calligraphic bowls mentioned elsewhere. All the vessels are
bowls and all but one are straight rimmed open bowls. The
colours are green and combinations of green and yellow, and
brown and combinations of brown and yellow, with the green group

most heavily represented.

There is a large collection from Kanda of Simple ograffiato

whose incised designs are imaginatively executed in a partially
- . 165
or totally abstract swirl of garland and curlicue bonanzas.
This loose curvilinear scribbling lends itself particularly
) ) o 166

well to making semi—abstract floral compositions.*

Vessels in this group are decorated by all the glazes rep-
resented in the Kanda collection, except the very rare blue.

ss5«1/™ of the glazes are green, either green monochrome (227°)

or green variegated (23.7,-). of these vessels have
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yellow or yellow and green glazes, and 25=3 % have brown, brown
and yellow or brown and green glazesj s.1* of the collection
has the early trichrone splash.

5%e yellows and yellow-green bichrones are consistently
later than the brooms, brown bichrones and the polychrone
splash, and are never associated in a primary context with
Jasanian Islanic or Siraf vessels, this despite the fact that
the few early trichrone vessels could theoretically, according
to the glaze sequence, have been made tliat early. TJie poly-
chromes and brown splashed glazes show no significant diffea>-
ence in sequential distribution* Green occurs throughout the
scribble floral ggraffiato distribution but the significant
change is that green monochromes occur in consistently higlier
3tratigraphical positions than green variegated szlierds of 5%/
of all nonochrone green occurrences are the latest example of
Simple ograffiato found.

iiiis supports the discovery of green variegated sherds associ-
ated with flourish and Calligraphic imaterials to the exclusion
of tiie green monochromes* It is not possible to detect any
difference in sequence between the yellow monochrome and the
yellow” and green bicJirome vooselo, which both have a high pro-
portion of tlieir population in the uppermost Sgraffiato levels
@o/* and 90, s respectively)* It is possible however that the
considerable difference in percentage of sherds in the uppermost
levels between these and tlio monoclirome green suggests a slightly

later vogue for the latter* This possibility is strengtlioned by
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the general colour distribution of glazos for the Dimple
~{jraffiato which, indicates the absence of the monochrome groans
associated with initial occurrences of blraf and Tin Glaze
nares* Dome of this material certainly occurs early* chords
very similar to the early glaso range sherds from hands are
found at hishapur in what is said to be an early ninth century
level 162nd are definitely there later* The "meaningless
scribble” material is also at xTistat™and at Jamarkand./*"
bane claims that it is also at Kish and Kureh in the eleventh
and twelfth centuries, though X liave boon unable to see these
sherds* Despite the generally eastern flavour of much of this
material some of it is apparently more closely associated with
the "_jnul" style and may well cone from one of the centres near
the southern shores of the Caspian.170 /V. ro,ni; ,

27/ of tlie ~cribble floral bowls liave evortod ledge rims
and the other 731 are all round lipped straight rimmed bowls*
There is no atrati,graphical significance in the distribution of
the two shapes, and tliero is no suggestion that each form takes
distinctive colours*

One straight rimmed round lippod bowl was found which was
different in shape from the others.171 In the upper region of
the lower body the wall turns sharply towards the vertical* As
with all the other bcribble floral vessels, the base has a heel-
ed and kneod footring, varying to a heeled straight footring at
points. The incised decoration is on the upper exterior body,

and both the interior and the exterior are glased* The interior
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is a brown and green splash whereas the exterior is variegated

green. This vessel is associated with Hatched Sgraffiato in a
satisfactory context and is thus dN early example of the
Scribble type. In a very few cases, none were well stratified,
there are sherds carrying the painted green incisions, general-
ly associated with 7Anul” types. These types are felt to be
from the twelfth or thirteenth centuries and were found from

_ _ 172 _ _ o
the period at Tamnisha. There is no dating or stylistic

interest in tho Kanda sherds.

ffiABI

Some of the bowls have a single line running round below the
rim on the interior and the rest of the vessel has no incisions.
These are all straight rimmed point lipped bowls, and are in
variations of tho green glaze. The variations aro fifteen in
yellowish green with olive grey or strong green splashes or
striations; nine in yellow green with brown splashes; six in
monochrome yellow; one in monochrome green and one in yellow
with green and brown splashes#

It i3 of course impossible to indicate from so fragmentary
a collection as that from Manda the proportion of these vessels
to others in view of tho fact that only the rims differentiate
these vessels from the l&fcly lead Glazed vessels. It is also

impossible to tell how many of these are from Flourish bowls;
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but it ia significant that whereas only onesherd (5 ) of the
flourish bowls was glased yellow, 19" of the Plain Gordon

bowls are glazed yellow, yellow and green, or variegated yellow,
exhibiting a rather later range of colours# equally important
is the fact that of those occurring in levels of first occur*-
rence for Jiaple Jgraffiato, a high percentage is of variegated
greens and the single yellow brown bichrome. Dependent upon
the glaze there would thus appear to be a considerable overlap
with the Flourish Jgraffiato, but that there is likelihood that
the Plain Cordon pieces carry on later than their dose rel-

atives.

There are four jars represented by fragments in mottled
green glazes and a T»ang style trichrome Tliree body frag-
ments, unfortunately from three different bowls, offer some
concrete indications as to shape* It would appear that horiz-
ontal blind handles were applied below the neck, on the upper
body, and that the jar form was very similar to those hailing
from the Far -ast in Jung times* All of these jars are from
the latest Jgraffiato levels at hands and are H oly therefore

to have been made in the twelfth or thirteenth century.
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-VESSELS mmiAFIKOSTIC BY SGRAFFIATO MOTIF

Unfortunately by far the largest number of the finds of
Simple Sgraffiato sherds bear no recognisable motif at all*
These have been considered from the point of view of glaze
colour and form alone.

There seems to be some indication of change in vessel form
and shape over the long Simple Sgraffiato period, bliile the
straight rimmed flat lipped bowls with the marble polychrome
glaze and zigzag interior frieze appear early in the Simple
Sgraffiato sequence, the majority of them appears in the middle
and upper Sgraffiato Ievels.lz»3 In these same levels exclusive-
ly is a large group of similar bowls, each of which also has a
polychrome glaze. Five of the nine have a polychrome glaze but
it should be noted tiiat this glaze is not marbled. Of the four
remaining, two are splashed glazes of dark green on yellowish
green, one is strong or deep yellow splashed on a predominant
moderate brown, and one is moderate olive splash on a strong
yellow green.

The variety of size among these vessels precludes their
consideration as a group in those terms although shape and glaze
combination clearly ally them. It should be noted that the
polychrome sherds are the earliest in this group and one of
the variegated green examples is similarly from an early Simple
Sgraffiato occurrence. A vessel of this latter kind has been

found on the surface at Shanga, in circumstances where one
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would be very surprised indeed to have to consider a pre-
thirteenth century date for it*

Two of the early bowls in this croup liave a slightly flap-
ped rim*

Some i1dea of the shape of these bowls may be obtained from
the rather larger couple of straight rimmod round lipped open
bowls with polychrome glazes from a middle Simple Sgraffiato
level with the same angle of wall as the flat lipped bowls
These bowls both have very small bases in comparison to the
rim diameter, and in order to cope with this the lower part of
the body is considerably thickened, in fact to close on twice
the thickness of the wall below the rim* The rim diameters
of these are 33 cm, and 2e cm,, and the measurable base diamet-
er (heeled and kneod) is 5 cm. The wall thickness above the
base junction is in one case as much as 1=3 cm.

175

There are three dishes. One has a rim diameter of 28 cm,

and an overall height of about 3 cm.176 The mean thickness of
the latter two vessels is s mm, with a low deviation.177 The
wall of the first vessol is near vertical, and those of the
other two subtend to about 35° below the straight rim. In all
cases the lip is flat and flanged, horizontal in the first
case and inclined out at about 4s5° in the other two cases, and
hollowed. These dishes have polychrome glazes and occur early
in the sequence for simple Sgraffiato.

There are two bowls with rounded nip points. One, from a

Iftte oimple Sgraffiato level lias a vertical straight round
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Upped rim emerging direct from the nip point.ai7zs Xho glaze is
monochrome strong blij®th green and the diameter at the rim is

18 cm. The second bowl is also late, and was found on the
surface at shanga. It has a slightly waisted, slightly
everted round lipped straight rim emerging direct from the nip
point. The glaze is also a monochrome green, but rather light-
er than the other vessel being more in the moderate yellow
green range. These should perhaps be associated with the other
simple bgraffiato bowls with more gentle external nip points
all of which are from late levels._iss

There are two straight rims on vertical walls. They give
little indication of the overall form of tho vessel. One has
a round lip and tho glaze, a variegated green, is applied
externally also. Below the rim on the exterior is a row of
thumb pressed dimples.181 The rim is 16 cm. This is probably
from a vessel very similar to the Scribble S&raffiato floral bowl
which was recovered almost intact and revealed a vertical walled
bowl on a wide footring.182 This dimpled vessel is from a late
Simple Sgraffiato context.

The other rim is flat lipped and flanged, the flat area is
inclined outwards at about 4s5°« The rim is slightly waisted.18"
This, the very small diameter (9 cm.) and the thinning towards
the bottom (6.5 mm. at the rim and 3 mm. at the base of the
sherd) strongly suggest that this sherd is from a jar or pot of
some kind. It is a groat shame that we do not havo more of this

unusual vessel. The glaze is polychrome splashed and the slierd



+3 from one of the levels of first occurrence of Sgraffiato
ware*

Two bowls with round lipped straight rins of a common
diameter of 22 cm. and a mean wall thickness of & ram. cone
from late levels in Hr. Chittick*s trenches at Kanda. One has
a yellow brown splashed glaze and one is of variegated greens.
Prom the same place and also from the latest Sgraffiato levols
is a pointed lipped straight rimmed bowl with a diameter of
18 cm. and a variegated green glaze. The little green glazed

_ 184 .
animal heads at Manda are bosses from flying buttress hand-
les. There is no indication from this head, or the similar
N 185 186
one from Kilwa or those from Samarra, . as to the shape of

vessel which carried these handles.

s# of the Hatched vessels represented in Kanda have
splashed glazes; of this number A),* are polychrome splashed, 3%,
are green and brown splashed, 1<%€&>are yellow variegated, and
75/* are green and yellow. It is likely that this figure should
be higher because many of the sherds in the monochrome group
(19/0 are very small, that is to say with a maximum diameter of
less than 10 cm. Further, of twenty-one hatched bases at Manda
eighteen are purely pale yellow and this offers a much higher

percentage of yellow monochrome than the sherds from the walls
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would sustains thus the splashed colours are predominantly on
the walls of the vessols, and the following figures are based
upon wall sherd counts*

Between the various types of glaze represented in the
Hatched Sgraffiato pottery (Splash, Monochrome and Striated)
there is no convincingly different chronological distribution.
All the hatched vessels are in green, greenish yellow, green
and yellow or brown and yellow glazes.

It is clear that any difference that there might be in
date between brown, brown bichrome, and polychrome and the
yellow bichrome group must be small, if existent at all* The
yellow, variegated yellow and monochrome green sherds are never
first occurrences on Hatchod Sgraffiato and always first appear
either with yellow and green or above it. It is not, of course,
certain how many of the all-yellow sherds come from a yellow
and green vessel, but it is likely that few did.

The yellow and green sherds are seen in general to be rather
later than the brown group in the Simple Sgraffiato class, and are
the commonest glaze colour in the earliest Hatched levels. In
twenty-three cases of the thirty-three pits in which Hatched
Sgraffiato occurs at iicnda, the earliest Hatched sherds are
yellow and green splashed and the number of zuch sherds in these
lowest levels amounts to s of the total population of yellow
And green splashed Hatched sherds, hoot of these glazes are
associated with i.ishapur and dated to the ninth and tenth centur-

ies. The Manda collection is content with this.
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On the other ten occasions the vessels are polychrome
splashed, representing 32J of the population of such sherds.
There is no satisfactory indication of an earlier assemblage
with the polychrome group than with the bichrome group, so an
extrapolation from the Simple Sgraffiato evidence would suggest
that the polychrome group is rather earlier than the others.
This is not certain although it is tempting in view of the fact
that the colour distribution is otherwise similar.

Of fourteen occasions when yellow monochrome or yellow bi-
chrome (with brown or green) are in levels of First occurrence
of Simple Sgraffiato, four are associated with first occurrences
of Siraf ware, all are associated with Siraf or Tin Glaze mater-
ials, and all are above the first Saoanian Islamic occurrences.
Of ten occasions when splashed green and green bichromes with
brown are in levels of first occurrence of Simple Sgraffiato,
five are in association with late Sasanian Islamic material and
not with Siraf material. OFf six occasions in which brown vessels
occur in the lowest levels of occurrence for Simple Sgraffiato,
three are in levels where brown is the only Sgraffiato glaze
represented at that level. Of twenty”™-seven occasions when brown
bichromes or polychromes (with yellow or green) are earliest
occurrences of Simple Sgraffiato, eleven are occurrences where
browns appear alone before all other colours, and of these
eleven, six are the yellow brown and green splashed vessels
which are said to be copies of the famous T*ang splashed wares,

and certainly give every appearance of being conscious copies
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of that type.

A small group of trichrome splashed glazes have the colours
running into each other in a more marbled way than the
splashed effect of the T,ang-inzpired vessels. Those are all
associated with the wavy band group which occurs late in the
Sgraffiato sequence and are as a group distinct stylistically
and stratigraphically from the early splashed vessels.

This suggests forcibly that the browns appear earlier in
lianda than the greens and yellows and possibly tliat the greens
may have preceded the yellows by a short tine. The latter infers
once is probably unwarranted. However it is worth noticing that
the early Calligraphic material is exclusively of browns and
greens and supports a suggostion that the splashed greens# though
not az early as the brown# are earlier than either the yellow
equivalents or the yollow and green combinations. All the dishes
are glazed with the yellow* green and brown splash combinations.
Of the bowls# four are in the splashed polychrome# two are of the
yellow and brown bichrome# one is monochrome brown and four are
splashed greens.

An interesting feature of this is that the majority of the
early Hatched sherds have yellow and green splashed glazes. In
all eases where Hatched Sgraffiato is preceded in the sequence by
Simple Sgraffiato sherds# the glazes in the simple sherds (repre-
senting 101 of the total occurrence of the Simple sherds) are
always in the brown splashed group; JZ° of the Polychrome sherds

of all Hatched types also occur in the earliest levels for the
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Hatched occurrences, so It would seem that the polychrome is an
early mark of both simple and Hatched types.

Thus, TSI colours of those Jgraffiato wares offer some
useful clues to relative dating. Variegated green-ond-brown and
brown bichromes appear to be the earliest glazes, with vsrlegntod
green, polychromes and green with brown bichromes all absent in
the Champlove and stratigraphically ratlier earlier than tho
yellow and brown bichrome, which occurs commonly in the earliest
Champlove levels and in no context certainly before the Champlove
material™

The yoliow-and-groon, yellow monochrome and variegated yellow
occur slightly later, and the variegated yellows are not at a
peak of popularity until after the beginning of the Champlove
period. The monochrome greens in all coses occur first in assoc-
iation with, or slightly later than, the first occurrences of
yellow monochrome and generally contemporary with, but in no sig-
nificant pattern vis a vis, variegated yellow. This speculative-
ly suggests twelfth and post-twelfth century period for this
group, incidentally, many of the greens are matched on sherds
in the stores in the Jritioli Museum, labelled "Garus™ and dated
to the twelfth century. The "apple green" scribble Jgraffiato
of hr. Milkman is at Godi in tho thirteenth and fourteenth cent-
uries. " The sane colour pattern is reflected in the small

stratified collection from Bui.
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SPUR KABKS

Thirteen vessels only (all bowls) have spur marks* Of these
one has spur marks on the base* and all the others have then* in
the cavetto* The base marks have glaze clinging to then of the
same colour as that applied to the inside* Those bowls wore
therefore fired in batches of vessels with the same glaze* ho
bowl has spur marks on both sides, implying that the stacking
was only two vessels high* No form other than the bowls was
found with spur marks* In all cases the number of marks is
three, suggesting a pontil with three castellations. All of
those examples are on Simple Sgraffiato bowls, on vessels with
colours suggesting a late date in the sequence* This night poss-
dbly mean that the practice of stacking in the kiln may only have

been a late development in the potteries making Sgraffiato wares.

mé& m

A large number of sherds from the Sgraffiato vessels were
drilled for repairs.

The habit of repairing these vessels, one common for other
contemporary wares, reveals the certainty that many of these ves-
sels may have been recorded in abnormally late levels as a result
of the abnormally long life afforded the vessels by this repair*

In addition to the likelihood of a longer life being
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represented by the repaired vessels* the need to repair shovra
a supply which did not meet demand* In this circumstance a
longer life for all mgraffiato vessels than for more easily
supplied contemporaries should perhaps be assumed* in tliat
the rarity value will naturally increase the shelf life of

the vessel.
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w\ia* ISLAhIC rOLYCHROIN

There i1a a large group of vessels which are of the same
paste and have the same range of lead glazes over white slip
as the Mgraffiato* but which have no sgraffiato decoration.

It is likely* of course* that some of the smaller sherds in
the group are from Sgraffiato vessels* but most are not. The
ware falls into two groups* Marly Polychrome and iiarly Mono-
chrome; both are* however, put together and in deference to
the fact that many of the monochromes are mottled* and that
polychromes are in the majority* the collection is called
Marly Islamic Polychrome.

These early polychromes are in the standard Sgraffiato pal-
ette of browns* greens and yellows. But that palette is rather
more restricted. 27«5/ of the collection has a monochrome
yellow green glaze* Zﬁr-has variegated greens* almost invari-
ably olive-green splashed or striated on yellow-greens* 22.s5/
are yellow-and-brown splashed. Of the others, 10.6/* and 9*1/"
are of monochrome browns and yellows respectively* 19*6~ of
yellow*-and—green splash* 1.5/ of green-and-brown splash* and
less than 1 of polychrome and variegated yellow. Thus* most
of the Polychromes are in fact Bichrome. This distribution is
slightly puzzling. According to the colour classification* it
is clear that these plain lead glazes should appear at the same
time as Champleve* and the bulk of their population should be in

the late Champleve and post Ciiamplevo period. The puzzle is the
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largo number of variegated greens which seem to be spread evenly
through the life of the ware* It would seem that the greens
wore used on the Larly Lead Glazed pieces before they became
fashionable on the other Sgraffiato types.

There is a small group of bowls with everted ledge rims, 188
the diameter of the rims of these bowls varies greatly between
11 cm# and 28 cm. Two of these bowls are glazed in a monochrome
green, three in a variegated green, and one in a yellow-and-green
splash. All are in the top two levels of the Manda excavations
and the colours used are in firm agreement with so late a date.

There are four other shapes of everted rim bowl. One, with
three representatives, has a rounded lip with a false cavettoa
This has an average wall thickness of 5 mm. and a diameter at
the rim of around 212 cm. It has a creamy-white glaze with a
yellowish-green band on the rim. Another has a yellowishagreen
glaze striated with olive-green. The third representative of
the shape has a monochrome moderate reddish-brown glaze.

Representing the second shape there are four with an out-
thickened rim.189 Three are of a standard size with an average
wall thickness of e mm. and diameters of 23, 24* and 25 cms.
They are all yellowish-green mottled with olive-green. The fourth
is smaller, with a wall thickness of around s=s mm# and a diameter
at the rim of 20 cm. This vessel is yellowish green with darker
green (olive-grey to greyish-olive) striations.

The third group is of angled everted rim bowls with a rim

diameter around 25 cms* and a consistent appearance in the very
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latest iigraffiato levels at lianda, One of these was also found
_ 191

well down in the Dondo sondage, -

The fourth group consists of two open bowls each with

, B} 192 B} i,

grooved outthickened rims* One bowl is the largest in the
entire collection, with a rin diameter of over 34 cms,, and the
other is among the smallest, with a rim dianetor of about iicms.
Both are of unsaticfactory provenanco but are in the *late
greeni glaze group.

There are throe body sherds with bases which give evidence of
the presence of a bowl shape almost unique to the early polychro* >
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nes, A few examples exist among the Simple Sgraffiato.- The
bowls have a gentle carination at a point rather higher than half
way up the side of the vessel. After the carination the wall
turns inwards. No single vessel has been discovered in Aast
Africa with complete section extant. However there are enough
fragments to offer suggestions as to the shape of these bowls.
These are all tapered round lipped rims over a gentle carination.
One rim is straight and slightly bulbed above the carination, it
_ _ _ _ 194
is slightly everted and the glaze is monochrome yellowish-green.
The rim diameter is 18 cao. Perhaps more significant is the
large group of slightly restricted, slightly vaisted round lip-
ped rims. The soction of these rims fits that of the base/body
sherds and a strong inference is that these rims fit the carin-
ated bowls. OFf twenty-seven such rims, one lias a diameter of

13 ems,, sixteen of 12 cms., four of 11 cms., and five of 10 cns.

The remaining rim did not yield a reliable measurement. This
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uniformity is almost aa good, (though less convincing due to the
smaller sampled for the basso* These have two dioioetors at 0 -

9 cma. and one at fractionally below 7 one* It should be noted
that those bowls are glased on the interiors and above the car-
ination on the extorior. Tlie bases are all finger furrowed, as
are the interior "./ails below the carinations. Loss convincing
for the suggestion that the rime and basec join, is the glazing*
The glazing of the three bases with carinations is in one case
greyish-brown-and-yellow splash (3A3), in one olive-green, yell-
owish-green and moderate to dark brown, predominately green (JA7)
and in the other, strong brown, pale yellowy-green, olivo-grey and
very pale yellow-green, olive grey and very pale yellow splash,
predominantly brown (2A9). |In the first and lost cases the
green and brown splashed areas are well glazed, but the yellow is
merely a fringe bordering patches of unglasod paste. In all
cases there are large areas of unglazed paste. The glazed areas
are in excellent condition and the thought that there has been
differential leathering of the surface is unacceptable. This
very odd unglazed patching on the interior of the bowls is un-
ique to the three bases. Lone of the rims thought to be assoc-
iated has this phenomenon. Equally discouraging for an attempt
to link the rims with the bases 13 the fact that the glazes on
the bases are not of colour combinations to be found on the

rims. Brown and yellow splashes are seen on two of the rims,
bearing a splashed glaze of moderate reddish to strong brown, and

orange yellow, and by three others with brownish grey striated
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witdi very pale yellow* Mo rims liavc the splashed x>lyohrorae
and none have green and brown bichroaee. Hie glazes of the
rime are commonly of the Mogg end opinaoh¥* liind (yollovioh
green), orange yellow splash with patches of very pale yellow,
ihere are eleven such examples, and all of these liavo an ext-
ernal glaze of strong yellow oplaohed with yellowish green and
olive grey. Mottled green (yellowish green on a lighter yell-
owish green) occurs on three rims, and a very similar olive
green Liottle on strong yellowish green occurs on a further two
rims. lhe monochromes are represented by two greyish to moder-
ate brown, and three pale yellow, fhore is no apparent strati-
graphical significance in those varieties.

Vhe deep finger furrows emerging spirally from the base
occur on three bases not showing the carination. fwo of these
are predominantly brown glased, with strong brown, pale yellow-
ish green, olive grey and very pale yellow splashing very simil-
ar to the ones already described, and the third has an "egg and
spinachn glaze. Mo other aiilerd in the ontiro collection lias
such pronounced finger furrowing, 1i7his, and the similarity of
the glazes and the configuration of the base sections, suggests
that these bases nay also be associated with corinatod bowls.
,jnong the certain bases in this group, two are shallow heeled
and kneed footrings with a plague, and one is a slightly hollow
flat base, of the putative bases in this group, one is of the
flat footring type, and two are flat kneed bases* fThe two poly-

chrome bases suggested to be of this group have diameters of
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7.5 cns. each and oo fit well into the standard overall noasuro-
nonts for this group* The ogg and spinach base, however, is
considerably larger, with a diameter of 12 cns.

The greatest number of Early Polychrome vessels are in the
shape of open bowls with round-lipped straight rinsJ”~ Of
thirteen measurable vessels, the rim shape variations are but
slight, varying only in the length of the straight wall before
the lower body curves towards the base. Three of these vessels
are glazed in variegated greens* The rim diameter for those
varies greatly, being 4 cm3*, 17cmo., and 20 ems* This large
variation is a feature of the whole group* In only three casos
are the bases extant. There are no flat bases*lgiwm one heeled
and splashed footring base with a deep plaque* If the glaze
distribution through time is to be accepted, these are twelfth
century or later. Two other straight round-lipped rims cone
from a regularly curved open bowl with a rim diameter of around
19 cms. Ho hint of the type of base is available.197 Both bowls
have a vivid yellow glaze speckled with reddish brown. There is
also a straight rim with a flat lip inclining at about 45° in-
wards. This has a variegated green glaze and a diameter of

1
12 cms.

There is a large collection of bases* Five of these are
flat, and forty-eight are heeled and kneed footring bases with
plaques. There i1a no significance in the distribution of glazes
over these two types. The average diameter for the footring

bases with no deviation above 10/ or so is 8 cns. The except-
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ions to this occur in the flat base group where there is one
diameter of 4.5 cm# and two of 10 cms. and 11 cms. respectively*
ljie rest of the diameters in this group fall into the general
category. These are all bowl bases.

Twenty-six of these early polychromes and monochromes are
mended. This represents a little over 10 ~ of the total number
of vessels of this class recovered from iianda. This is a high
proportion and indicates the value attached to these vessels.
It also adds a cautionary note that these vessels probably
stayed in service for many years after their arrival on the
coast before being discarded and, like most of the imported
material, are perhaps not very accurate indication of the term-
inus ante quem for the strata in which they are found.

These vessels were used throughout the bgraffiato period and
what little stratigraphical evidence can be brought to bear on
them indicates that they follow the general glaze variations
through the period. They are exactly conterminous with the
Jgraffiato deposits and are clearly very closoly connected with
that group of wares. It is a disappointment tliat z0 little is
known of these vessels outside Africa and that the nanda coll-
ection is so scrappy and inconclusive, kuch of the material
is so fragmentary that it is not even possible to be certain of

the splash range of the glaze on some fragments.
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ULAMIQ m m

Thero la a small elaaa of vessels with the characteristic
pink paste and lead glass* over a white slip of the Jgraffiato
early monochrome sod polyohrone groupe, which has a quite
distinctive body treatment*199 Shape is difficult to discern
from the material at hands and 1t would seen that few acre
helpful pieces have been found anywhere else* The rin is that
of a vertical wall bowl with an out-thickened lip* The wall
of the bowl curve®© inward son© 5 on* from the top but the
shape of the rest of the bowl la uncertain. The curve in the
wall and the top-heavy s"lge strongly suggost a flat or low
ringed wide base* and the most usual treatment of such d base
in this early Islamic group of wares is a broad splayed foot-
ring* The shape aeons to be standard* with a regular diameter
at the rim of between 21 and 14 cn. Unlike all the other Isles-
io lead glased bowls the interior is not the principle area for
decoration} indeed one sherd is not evenly glased at all on the
inside - glass has been splashed on* leaving bare patches of
paste. There are no incisions or other decorations on the
interior* The exterior surface is divided into a series of
panda by vertical applique ribs* -ach panel la devoted to a
standard pattern of a rectangle of two parallel incised lines*
divided Into a series of horizontal bands by further pairs of
horizontal incised lines* and with each band decorated by a

zigzag of pairs of iIncised lines* In the crook of each zigzag
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la a wedge-eiiaped impression* oftan frened by an extra lreload

7 The aiirdlarlty between this daooratlon and elenants of the
wider and more decorative range of the aoanian m nsala
la too close to be accidental,200 The precise nature of the
rolatlonehlp between the two wares la not eloer.

Glass variations within the snail group of axenpleo fro®©
Koada are considerable* ihe principle oolour la a rich yellow*
lah-hrown or geld (five exanplaa;* i1hi* brown la also found
splashed with yellowleh-ereen and olive green on two sherd**
oxia abend la predominantly olive green oplaohed with yellowl*b-
green*

All but one of thews abend* arc eacluainily aoceowlated with
olraf stonewares* Jaaanlan ljladot iin Glows and early Jgraffu
ato vessels,201 Shus at hands an eleventh eontuxy date for thee*
carved bowl* la In order*

Khan mentions this vara In a paragraph referring to *ths
foMtiUn Influence In the culture of bhanbore? 202 ilia literature
on ioralan eeranice la allant on thla type of vessel* and while
conceding the similarity of glass and paste to the Servian notarial
of the period* one should not be prepared to forego consideration
of.BKIbrthwest laAlar.1taolf aa a poaaithle area of otrtglw for thla
ware* Dr* Sagvi w speafca of ahnilsr naterlal ooourlng In several
altos of the aaao period In iiorth-westsxn Pakistan* near the
modern Iran but further east end south than the area generally
mmt by *exilian* whan dloouealng eerenioo* At Uianbcre Hjp*

willotta report* a pradoeinantly tenth century oolleotlon of
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Chines* vessels. There is & large number of Yueh and T*ing

sherds. At no point does either Khan or <illetta make explicit
the relation between this collection and the carved bowls or
indeed any other ware but a ninth-eleventh century period must
bo assumed. Zorin hae the vessels in several Madagascar sites
pQC
in contexts not contradicting the suggested .-anda dato - and
that at Banbhore» /nitohouse makes no mention of this i—*atorial
at Jiraf. Jiraf declined sliarply after the fall of the Buyids
in 1055; if this ware had been brought into -ast Africa, the
Indus valley and i-adagascar before tl»at time, it would certain-
ly have appeared in pro-1055 ~iraf, when that port was one of
the most important entrepots in the Gulf, with particularly
strong connections with ianda. Its absence in Jiraf strongly
suggests that the ware was not on the market by the mid-eleventh
century. At landa, however, its association is with pro-twelfth
or early twelfth century wares, and at Banbhore its premmed
date is somewhere between the ninth and eleventh centuries. The
type occurs in no other place on the xvenyan coast, and in view of
the uniquely early poriod in which i.anda was occupied, being the
only excavated pre-twelfth century 3ite, this is what one expects
of an eleventh century type. Thus a short later eleventh cent-
ury period for the use of the carved bowls is suggested. The
ilwa excavations present difficulties for this suggestion.
similar bowls were found tliore in thirteenth century Ievolo-3
Until wo have details of the naturo of the kilwa deposits carry-

ing these vessels, this particular discussion cannot be pursued.
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The Islamic carved vessels wore not at all common

imports to Hands. They represent a tiny part of 1;* of the
eleventh century assemblage? but if the very short late
eleventh century date suggested is a correct one, the ware
will prove to be a very useful indicator for the dating of
associated materials.

An interesting footnote to this is the question of

) 207 o

the apparent presence of this ware at -.amarra. This is

as firm an indication as any of the suspect nature of the

iiamarra chronology.
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Very little is known about this ware* It does not appear
in the standard texts on Islamic pottery. Dr. Kirkman found
this ware (hio E* 29fX) in the pre-mosque period at Cedi ,™""
thus in the twelfth to early fifteenth century levels. Mr*
Chittick lias the material at Kilwa™”™ where he feels it to be
characteristically fourteenth century, but with First occur-
rences earlier* The fabrlo is glased strong yellow over-
painted with black linear patterns. On occasion a greenish
blue or a bluish green infill paint is also used* Mr* Chittick
observes without documenting his reasons that there is some
evidence for saying that the vessels were made in the Aden area.
The samples seen by me of the immense overlay of surface finds
at the important site of Kaud as Saila did not include this
ware.210 Dr* Kirkman observes that a lot of this material has
been found in the Hadramaut*211 There are indeed Black on
Yellow ware pieces at the museum in Aden, but these do not give
much assistance in ascertaining an origin for the ware* The
close similarity in shape of both flat base and footring base
bowls between vessels of this ware and those of the Sgraffiato
range, particularly in late Sgraffiato types, is likely to
prove significant, although at present the precise meaning of
this similarity is not dear* In lianda the ware appears con-
sistently with the last occurrences of Sgraffiato materia?.,

most commonly with later varieties of the Simple Sgraffiato*
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It apixjara to immediately suporaede the Straffiatos. J. 3*
ivlrkraan®a excavations at Ungwana and Godi }iave offered more
accurate dating for thio late period than th