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Abstract: 

Air transportation plays an important role in the social and economic development of the global 
system and the countries that seek to participate in it. As Africa seeks to take its place in the 
global economy, it is increasingly looking to aviation as the primary means of connecting its 
people and goods with the world. It has been suggested that Africa as a continent needs to move 
toward a system of hubs to optimize its scarce resources. Jomo Kenyatta International Airport in 
Nairobi, Kenya, is one of the airports in the eastern region of Africa that is seeking to fill this 
role. This paper discusses the prospects for success and the challenges that it will need to 
overcome, including projections through 2020 for the growth in passenger and cargo traffic. 
 


