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| Apart from the introduhction and coneclusion,
the subject is divided into five major thapters. The
introduction discusses nothing more than letting
us kncw who the GTerik are, where they live, the
nature of the subject undér study and the chronology
used. . Chapter one discusses the origins  and early
migratlons of the Kalenjln people prior to their disper-
sal on Mt. Elgon from which emerged the preoent
Kalenjin communities. This is essential because the
Terik are one of the Kalenjin communities and therefore
their history cannot be clea rly understood or followed
unless we first consider it within the wider contcxt of
the whole Kalenjin community. Having put the Terik into
prop_er historic_al perspective, chapter two discusses
their origins and early migrations. This covers the
peri_od from the time the Terik emerged from the dispersal
of the Kalenjin community on MP. Elgon, to the time they
settled in Nyanz a. At the same time, possibilities of
inte_raction bet._ween the Terik and other non-Kalenjin
communities during this peri_od particularly the Ban_tu-
Iuyia groups, are also considered.

The later migrations from Iumoland and the final
settlement of the Terik is dealt with in chapter threec.
Here, we examine the possibl_e migration_al routes of the
Terik from Nyanza after +the Luo invasion, how they
ult&ee}e%z»came to settle in present Nyang'ori location
andhtheir society had been affected thro_ugh interaction
with some Bantu-Luyia, group s. Chapter four deals with
the more intensified processes of interaction between the
Terik and their Abaluyia neighbours after the former's
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settlement in Nyang'ori. The degree of assimilation and
and acculturation is higher with more Abaluhya being
absorbed into Terik soéiety while some Terik.

abandon some of their original customs and traditions

and adopt Abaluhya oneS. The result is that the Terik
become more of a hybrid society than ever before. The
last chapter which deals withfthe colonial period, shows
how missionaries and Britis_h administrators eeamet
contributed further to the purocesses of interaction and
assilmiletion between the Terik and their Abaluhya neighbo-
urs. Finally, the conclusion examines Terik soeciety to-day
indicating the suspicion and hostility thet is still
apparent betwecn them and the neighbouring Abaluhys, and -
théir continual migrations into Nandi country due

to tho fear of Abaluhya dominance.
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