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ABSTRACT

Apart from the introd~tion and conclusion)
the subject is divided into five major thapters. The
introduction di usses nothing more th letting
us know who the GTerik are, where they live, the
nature of the subject under study and the chronology
used. Chapter one discusses the origins and early
migrations of the Kalenjin people prior to their disper-
salon Mt. Elgon from wh i.ch emerged the present
Kalenjin communities. This is essential because the
Terik are one of the Kalenjin communities and therefore
their history cannot be cle ly understood or followed
unless we first consider it within the ~ider cont xt of
the whole Kalenjin community. Having put the Terik into
pro r histori~l perspective, chapter two discusses
thei'f' origins and early migrations. This covers the
per~d from the time the Terik emerged from the dispersal
of tho Kalenjin community on Mt. Elgon, to the time they
settled in Nyanz a. At the same time, possibilities of
inteJ'action bet 'leenthe Terik and other non-Kalenjin
communities during this perivOd particularly the B~u-
Luyia groups, are also considered.

The later migrations from Luoland and the final
settlement of the Terik is dealt with in chapter three.
Here, we examine the possib~ mi atio~l routes of the
Terik from Ny~ a after the Luo invasion, hov they
ultimatel came to settle in present Nyang'ori location

t~Vt\'''~ "VII-andAtheir SOCiety had been affected thr~gh interaction
with some Bantu-Luyia_, cup s , Chapter four deals with
the more intensified processes of interaction between the
Terik and their Abaluyia neighbours after the former's



settlement in Nyang'ori. The degree of assimilation and
and acculturation is·higher with more Abaluhya being
absorbed into Terik society while some Terik
abandon some of their original customs and traditions
and adopt Abaluhya one~· The result is that the Terik
become more of a hybrid society than ever before. The
last chapter which deals with the colonial period, shows
how missionaries and Britis...l1administrators
contributed further to the ocesses of interaction and
aS3i ilation between the Terik and their Abaluhya neighbo-
urs~ Finally, the conclusion examines Terik society to-day
indicating the suspicion and hostility that is still
apparent between them and the neighbouring Abaluhya, and
their continual migrations into Nandi country due
to th~ fear of Abaluhya dominance.
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