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The current economic Lmpo rt cnce of sun f Low er'

industry in Keny~ h~s been greatly boosted by

recent estab ishment of edible oil factory in

the Country wh i.ch is planned to crash mere than

30,000 tons of oil seed per yerr. Since the

yield of sunfloKer is likely to be influenced

by insects, the objectives of this study vere:

1. To find out ests essociated uith

the plant,

2. To look for potential n?tural enemies

2ssoci ted ~ith the pests,

3. ~o determine the most important

pollinnting insect species <s~ocicted

with the crop, and

4. To determine the sequence ~nd comrlexity

of attack 8nd the rel~tionship of

infest~tion to plant development.

The survey commenced July 1974 and I--sted

until ;ugust 1975. Collections of specimens

w ere made from Ln d i.v i.d ue L f ar-m L lots in '-e~tern,

Centr~l and ~ift V~lley Irovinces usin~ t~e

Suction tri::;:'(JLD, type L35L, Burke-rd l"anufe-·cturinf;

Comp~ny), the Light trap fnd a st[nd~rd Sweep net.

rl~nned semrling for insect ~udntit~tive ?ssessment



'vas unuert("",l~enin plots marked out of the

comMercial sunflower.

Lepidopteran lzrvce collected were re8red to

obtain adults for identificition. other specimens

were killed 2nd preserved aprropriately for

identification.

Results from general and planned s c mr-1in'!,. '"

plots ~ere assembled ~nd assessed.

Over 90 insect species, both dest~uctive 2nd

beneficial, were recorded. ObservDtions reve~led

that only a f e« insect sp ecLcs ceus e sLgn i f Lcan t

damage, the most ~estructive being we~vils,

caterpillars, plflnt bugs, arhids and whiteflies.

The merican boL'l.rro r-m, Helioth is ",'a s

observed to cause cons Lce rab Le darneCe to developing

seeds ['nd b ecsu se of its abun dance and i-ide

distribution, it may be a ~ajor pest of the crop
wherever it occurs.

orichalcea F. may, at times, be a serious pest of

act LvcLy ,r:T01'inSsun f Lowe r' wh en ev er- its ou t b.r eak occur

The honeybee, !nis mellifera 1. con~rised 56% of
'"' ~-.,

all the hymenopteran species. "Lso tl1is spec ies was

the most ubiquitous of Ell the pollin2ting insects

observed 2nd t~erefore, it was taken as the most

imrortant insect pollinator.


