
Abstract: 

The study aimed at evaluating tolerability and efficacy of the combination enalapril 20 mg with 
hydrochlorothiazide 12.5 mg (co-renitec) as first line therapy in black patients with mild to 
moderate primary hypertension. Fifty patients completed a twelve weeks of open clinical study 
preceded by two weeks of washout period. They were evaluated every four weeks and 
haematological, biochemical urine microscopy and electrocardiographic tests were undertaken 
before the start and after the completion of study. Pre-treatment values of mean systolic blood 
pressure (SBP) and diastolic blood pressure (DBP) were 172.16 mm hg (+/- 20.41) and 104.38 
mm hg (+/- 7.339) respectively. The usual daily dosage was one tablet which was increased to 
two after eight weeks in case the DBP was not normalized, i.e. less than or equal to 95 mm hg. In 
44 (88%) patients, the DBP was normalised at the end of the study period; three patients (6%) 
were resistant to treatment and another three (6%) exhibited labile response to the treatment. 
Clinical tolerance was considered to be very good with only five episodes of headache, backache 
and anxiety, probably not related to the test drug. Biological tolerance was excellent: there was 
no change in the haematologic parameters; there was a decrease of 5% in mean blood urea, of 
9% in the mean serum creatinine and of 4% in the mean serum uric acid and a 5% increase in 
plasma potassium from 3.99 to 4.28 mmol 
 


