Heredofamilial syndrome of spastic paraplegia, dysarthria and cutaneous lesions in ive
siblings
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Abstract:

Five children, three sisters and two brothers aged between three months and 12 years, are
described. They all developed a facial desquamating rash of butterfly distribution at the age of
about two months, and motor retardation which later was characterized by spasticity,
predominantly affecting the lower limbs. The three children who were old enough for speech to
be tested had dysarthria. There was no family history of neurological disease, nor was there
consanguinity among the parents or grandparents. EEGs were diffusely abnormal in four of the
five children, but did not show any specific or diagnostic features. Plasma immunoglobulin tests
were normal, and tests for collagen disease were negative. The authors are not aware of previous
reports of this condition, but believe that it is a variant of familial spastic paraplegia, with
atypical features.



