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Abstract:

The management of differentiated thyroid cancer remains controversial. A consecutive series of
234 thyroidectomies done by one surgeon in various Nairobi Hospitals from July 1990 to June
1993 were studied. 18 patients were operated on for thyroid cancer. The procedures ranged from
lobectomy to total thyroidectomy. Young adults from 20-40 years of age were mainly affected,
with a male/female sex ratio of 8:1. The immediate and subsequent morbidity of the operation of
total thyroidectomy, in our opinion, overweighs its advantages of improved disease control. This
is particularly so when low socio-economic standards lead to lack of compliance with
replacement therapy.
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