Abstract

The U.S. and international breastfeeding policies over the past 80 years present a pattern of
increased protection for women and children that influences breastfeeding acceptance. These
begin with the Maternity Protection Convention of the International Labor Organization in 1919
and continue through the relatively recent establishment of the U.S. Breastfeeding Committee.
State and U.S. federal laws lag well behind international action, and the U.S. record on adopting
international initiatives is poor. Nurses can play an influential role in consciousness raising,
policy development, and advocacy for breastfeeding support.



