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Abstract: 

Among Kenyan men recruited as sex partners of women with genital symptoms, 22 of 150 were 
HIV seropositive. Because male HIV infection and male hygiene were unexpectedly found to be 
associated with each other, we examined the relationship of 5 hygiene variables with HIV 
infection in the men in a principal components analysis, controlling for socioeconomic status 
and other potential confounders. By multivariate analyses, HIV infection in men was not only 
independently associated with previous illness (odds ratio [OR], 5.1; 95% confidence interval 
[CI], 1.4-19.1) and inversely associated with being circumcised (OR, 0.12; 95% CI, 0.02-0.91), but 
also independently associated with a combined measure of hygiene (OR, 0.41; 95% CI, 0.19-0.90 

 


