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Abstract:
The main ethical basis for equity concerns in Kenya's health sector is the view that health care is 
an individual's right. Analysis of policy pronouncements for their equity content reveals four 
possible implicit interpretations of equity: equal access to public health care services for equal 
need; equal access to (public type) health promoting commodities; guaranteed minimum access 
for all; and unequal access to private health care. These suggest different objectives which are 
more or less difficult to attain and monitor and which in some cases are inherently conflicting. 
This has implications for the guidelines underlying public health service policy, the allocation of 
resources to specific target groups, information requirements and research needs.


