
This module discusses important factors to consider when designing sustainable genetic improvement 

programmes, especially under tropical conditions. Previous attempts to launch breeding programmes in 

developing countries have too often failed for several reasons, although there are success stories to 

learn from as well. Long-term and simple strategies are necessary as is the need to efficiently exploit the 

potential of indigenous breeds. Increased productivity per animal or area of land used also need to be 

considered. However, that must be achieved while also considering the variable socio-economic and 

cultural values of livestock in different societies or regions. Within the module there are links [blue] to 

web resources and [green] to case studies and other related components of this resource that help 

illustrate the issues presented. 


