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Abstract:
Academics, practitioners and development partners are increasingly discussing the role of 
information and communication technologies (ICT) in fostering development. Indeed, as a 
strategy for helping developing countries to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
resources have been put aside to promote ICT. In 2002 the CEO Charter for Digital Development 
committed its signatories to give 20% of their annual corporate philanthropy budget to ICT 
projects in developing countries (United Nations 2002). In March 2005, the United Nations after 
years of deliberations launched a `Digital Solidarity Fund' to finance projects that address `the 
uneven distribution and use' of ICT and are aimed at enabling excluded people and countries to 
enter the new era of the information society (Economist 2005a).


