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Abstract

This paper utilizes Demographic and Health Survey datato generate multidimensional poverty
profiles for women and children in Kenya during the period 1993 to 2003.We measure well
being in two dimensions: assets and health status. The Alkire and Foster (2007) counting
approach is applied to measure and order multidimensional poverty. Stochastic dominance
approaches are used to make multidimensional poverty orderings across regions and areas of
residence. A bi-Probit model is employed to explore the determinants of multidimensional
poverty. The results show differences in the distribution of poor women and children across
space and time. We find that assets contributed more than health to multidimensional poverty
over the 10 year period. Rural areas contributed more than urban areas, while boys made a larger
contribution than girls. The bi-Probit model results suggest that understanding the determinants
of well being in amultidimensional context can generate useful policy insights for improving
human capital investmentsin Kenya.
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