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You h&venoy made your .ove. 01 allegiance to th College

and to scholush1p, ancSthua..-completed th exercise ot your admission

to the College and the University.

Behind the ceremony, lie the importance and aignilicance
ot your ney statute You have today taken one MOrestep in your lite'.
journey. You have noy entered a new co~unity, a communitymade up
ot masters and scholars, ot senior membersand Junior members. allot
us in the pur sui t ot truth.

Thisaceremony you have gon through is what remains 01 an

initiation ceremony into the UniverSity. It is a ge~ture ot commitment-
~ ~

a binding 01 the student to the heritage ot the past and a binding to

the discipline ot scholarshie.

Matriculation is this process 01 entering into a new ~
society. It comes trom the Latin word "matricula'·. list. By

signing your name in the Reg~.ter ot the College an~",,~ malting yo~
declaration, you have nowbecomentembersot new "ei~. you nOl(

n 1\
have a ney MOthe••, your alma uter, University College, Nairobi.",.. ~
And, as in "'ry .oc:iety, there are l"\Il.el and regulations which ,It

~ be••••
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~ lollowed, and there is • code 01 behaviour vhich It 1. expected
that you will honour.

Entering the University MArks a transition trom dol scence,_J.'f
to adulthood. The University ot Paris, for example, In the Middle _
Ages, granted it. first degrees only to those ot the age ot twenty and
above. This means that. a. adults, you MUst take full responsibiliti.~',
tor your ovn cUon.. The discipline 01 the University i. a "
discipline 01 consequence.: vhat you sow 1. what you vl1l reap. A~L.

~"(~""1enormous cost and at great sacrilice, you have been given thl. ehaaee.
We all trust and hope that you vill .ake the be.t 01 it.

But entering the Univer.ity .~k. a transition that is
more crucial than the trontiers 01 cla.s or age. It is a call to

('

ded~cationt to an unrelenting pursuit 01 811 that is true'and good and
beautiful; not to be content vi th anything les. than the be.t and,
above all, to strive alvay. lor the high••t excellence. We shall
expect hora you all that Is IMplied In the honour and the excellence
01 yeW' new status.
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chosen.
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Many are ealled, bUt Iq are chosen. You are among the
Only • Minority in Any coUntry hat thi' opportunity 01
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.erving a. bridge. between the generations, to receive trom the p••t
and transmit to the I\.lture. You are part 01 thi. ndnori ty.

You are also, in another aense, bridges - bridge. not only
between the past and the f'uture. but bridges 01 understanding between
the dillerent peoples which Make up our great country. You have come
!rom dil/erent schools, trom dillerent are~s. Irom dilferent cultural
traditions. You .hould use this opportunity to know one another and
develop a new .ynthesis out 01 the diversity .0 that you vill emerge
a. truly [enyan, dedicated to the betterment and progre.s 01 the entire
country.

But because you are a privileged group and a Minority does
not mean that you must be arrogant and cencet ted, and lorget the duties
YOU owe to all those vhose taxes have Made it po,sible lor you to have
this opportunity. Humility is a mark 01 true greatness. We implore
you to use your time here visely and veil. Never lorget that you are
preparing your.ell tor the great challenge. that lile vill present you.

I

Today there Is a lot oj student unrest and dilsati.'action
in the world. Many 01 these r due to lack 01 communication between~ ~ -Ill I'. .~o~IU'1 •..-the generatioM and an uneasines. ,bout 'Ih eurrent~. Here

-:-.'-rt Mldn. ~ eltort, vi thin our r IOure•• , to estabUsh a
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machinery tor contact between .tall and .tudents, between the adMini.tration
~t. \..,.M Q.. C\"""'\ ~..obtQ...'-s, I bk~ ~ •...••.~and the re.t ot the Colll!!ge. _ b -:t.0••••'" h•.....1t- Q... ~40..\ \-""'»'

"''; I \'h.. ~0"1 nc:A \,It ""I..IQ.... h? ~<t. ~ I W

Wet the .enior member., are engaged in the .ame.earch tor
truth and tor knovledge as yoW'.elve.. We are, admittedly, turthet' u
the road than you, but a number 01 you vill overtake ua and become
greater and better .cholar. than 10M 01 us. For nov, oW' vider
knovledge is at your dispo.al. We are 11 here to help you malte YoW'
.tay here intellectu 11y prolitable a. vell as joyous and xciting.

Entering the University i. the invit tion to become another
rman, a new per on. this 1s the Claim that the great universities 01

the ~rld have lvays made a. the real reason tor their exi.tence.
Almo.t tventy live hundred years ago Aleibiades .aid ot hi. ma.ter. Spcrates,n '
"He made me teel .9 though I c:q~ld hardly, endure the lite which I am now
living". And Apollodorus, in the opening line. ot the Symposium show.

" .hov vell that m Iter had communicated the .piritua1 .ide 0 philosophy to
hi. di.ciples. Since baving known Socrates, he .aid, "Whenever either I

am talking about any in9truction or t heat others doing '0, I receive th
very greate.t pleasure 1n addi tion to "the tense 01 having good done to M."
Thi. Iso i. the testament ot that nOble 'Roman Sen&<: , addrested to r-

L\tCUllus: "I under.tand", he wote, "that I AlII not only being improved

but that I aM being tran./or.d".,



I hope that all 01 you whohave matriculated today. vill teel
the .ame about your University and your University experience. and that
you vill leave here t the end 01 your pprenticeshlp s MIters 01 YOUI'

discipline but. equally important, •• men and voraenvho have learnt the
les.on ot • rvice.

On beh&lt 01 all 01 Wl at ths College I eongraMate you on
this important day 1n your lil. and wieh you w ry .uce••• ·.s you enter
into our communityand your academic ltudies.

The aWl and t viII M ,....tly honoured il you vill Joill 111

lor coll.e in tbe le/ectory •
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