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A B S T RAe T

In the leactiol1 of arylacetic acids with alkaline sodium

hyp ochLorit e it has been shown t.hat the nature of the products

depends Oil the substit.uents on the ring. Hhen electron atlac-

ling groups arc present. the products arc the next. lower aldehyde

and/or carboxylic. acid: the type of product. being det.ermined

by the cxpe rirnen t aL cond i ti.ons , Whp.n electron releasing groups

are present the ring is activated towards substitution by

electrop~iJic chlorine to give ch10ro- and dichloro derivatives.

In phenylacetic acid itself, contrary to a previous report, we

have shown that both oxidat.ion/cleu:rhoxylation and chlorine

substitution of the ring pay take place.

PYlidyl acetic acids behave in a similar fashion t.obenze~e

de r i.va t ive s bearing e l ec t r on T",itbd~~±-ng groups.
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