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Lions \";8re studied in a 700 klil2 area of the Lasaf

l.lara GameReserve. ':lhe study carried out between June

1973 and July 197'~, SOUGhtto investiGate the utilization

of lion proy species thD.t include miGratory as uell as

rosidant un[,tllntoo. Other aspects of tho rolatively unknown

ooolo...;yof tho Ldonn that \lore studied include prddo size

and tho distrilm Uon of prLdou 'IIi thin the eturly ureu.

Changes in pride composition v.e re also invosticatBd.

The study nethod coraprised mainly of tracking lions

by driving round the study area in a motor vehicle. The

loco.tion of lions was obtadned by checking vulture roosts

or areas with an unusually larGe assembly of tourist vehicles.

A total of 129 lions divided into seven prides uere

recorded up to the end of October, 197~. The population

structure shoved a hi01 juvenile to adult ratio. The sex

ratio was also found to be significantly different from unity

in tho l.l.dult aGe cIaca, thero beinc moro femalos tlt{'.n ual,e s ,

Thirty-oiL,ht nOVI culm f.n t',IOJ.VOLlt torn \/01'0 f'ound in

the second half of the study period. .iI. total of nine lions

were also fOillld dead or missing. This meant that, at the end

of the study period a survivinG populution of 158 lions were

left in the area.
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section of the study ar ea , ~~hepr idos OCCU)Y r·2.n.~:;s

Lions I food in tho I 9.1'':'- '...•.as studied by the :lh'cct

utili~~ecl as d +her of the ::irst +..o ,

1:1'c<.L. 'cion 0:1 the

migrator.v h8rbivol'es

be10-,-; cxp cc tG. ti on.

represent t: buffer food source for the lions. ruL~',lo, on"

of the loco.lly o.vai1able
-r

s ...V]ci.cs, cons t i tu bed t.ho li0:1Z'

residoEt ul1",ulntcs ro?r·:::sentcd in the di et in rel.:-·tively 1<J'

number s ,

Certain characteristics of th.e cnLlals ea t en oy lions

wer o chcc =ocl. ?or Gx.:,-nl)lc,;he overall sex ratio of the k.i Ll.s

was f'ound close to one , even tl:ou~h thE-ro ',70:::-e mays mc.Les 'th: n

feoales. "" +--.,1 ••••. \..0

nunoe rod .•..hoi r J'·'-'8Y1l·1r.r, .i,n +1.1'e J.';"n:c::
'
,.1.l''"t_•• • v c,,. l_ L....., _"" __ v _ ••..-'___ __

were c.Lso observed tOobe sf-lectin::; the:i.:::..' pr oy ',-,:i. +h lit t Ic



1~' ~n_v __.•.• cor

haui.ta t ut.iLi.z a t.i o» cy Li.o.ic

OC:)J.Si01J::11uti Li z:..'. t i on of par-ts 0: the study arca for ?J.stc)l2,l

pur oses uc.s f'ound Lnconpa tibLc "i th pr eda tor ~,:n':_wc;~.:C:1t.

'CO

the succencfu l cxp Lo.it2.tio~ of buf'f'cLo b~r ...,n, 12.0:18. So

m.D.nc~e:encntprr-c t i ce s th2.t '.;ouL~ ::;c:c"d. t tho f'U~"7ivr.I of tho

reli:::mce on tn o resident pr ey specd cs , Thh~, in turn, ::-::.y

encoura.:e t~l;~estJ.'olisr.c.1cnt.o: a ate.bIe lion )op1..:,l2.tion.


