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::)awfly Athalia vollenhov\:;ni Grlbode Lu rvae "eared

in the laboratory or coL'Lecteu 1'1'0,:, tlw ia eLd were

fed on fresh tender leaves 01 l.,'NO oi Lseeu cape

varieties namely 'L'orpe and 'L'urgp-t in enc Lo seu [Flass

ca.o.e s j n order to study 1 l !l~c.rclc.

Hesistance 01 four bras;:;ic~ cultivars (~ul~e,

'eurge t , KaLe and Cabba;J;e) to A0 vollen.hoveni was

tested by comparing quan ti ty or plant rnaterial

consumed, intensity of infestation, and preference

tor ovi poe i t aon between di itc re ut cuLt i.va.r-s when

they were equally eXposed Lo ttlli pest.

'l'he sawfly A. vollenhoveni took a period of 46

to 74 .Lays to develop from eGg to adult at temperature

17::t 3.7°C and relative hwaidity of 56:!: 7% when fed
...-~" -

on rape leaves •. ',rhe e(~g trakes 6 to 7 days to hatch

at. t e.npern t ur-ca a.hove 210C ariel' 9 to 11 Llays at lower

t t f' about 13°0'.empera-ures 0 The larval period ranges.

from 21 to 33 days. 'l'he larva t;rows through six

successive insta.cs with increase in the width of the

head capsule by a ir,rowth factor of 1.225 x , Pupal

pe rind ran •.~cs from 20 to 30 days,

iJifferent diets used in tile laboratory

expe r-i.ment JiJ not affect tne life span 01' ma.Le s while

SUCh diet;:; considerably affecteJ female life span and

oviposition capacity.
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Both field and laboratory studles on

susceptibility of four different cultivars to

sawfly revealed that Torpe and 'l'urgetwere more
susceptible to the sawfly attack compared to Cabbage

and Kale. 'I'o rpe was preferred for both feeding and

oviposi tion than 'I'urge t , Kale and Cabbage.

Two w i Ld c ruc i t'e r-e Ci::l.pl:h~lla l>u.rsa-PBstoris L.

and Raphanus raphanistrum L. sustained the sawfly

as alternative host plants. Other host plants were

Amaranthus spp. and Galinsoga parviflora Cav. on

which sawfly larvae fed sparingly, but the adult
never ovi.poeit.ed on them ,

A parasitic ichneumon wasp Idechthis canescens

Grav. was observed attacking sawfly larvaeo
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