YOUTH EMPOWERMENT IN POST-WAR LIBERIA: A CRITICAL
ASSESSMENT, 1989 - 2012

BY

SYLVESTER M. N. MORLUE

R50/69260/2011

A RESEARCH PROJECT SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT  OF
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF MASTER OF ARTS
DEGREE IN INTERNATIONAL STUDIES IN THE INSTITUTE OF

DIPLOMACY AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES (IDIS), UNIVERS ITY OF

NAIROBI

NOVEMBER 2013



DECLARATION

This project is my original work and has not beebrsitted for another degree in any
other University

Signature ..........ooeiieiiiiinn, Date......cooeiii

Sylvester Moses Ndorbor Morlue

This project has been submitted for examinatio wiy permission as University

supervisor

Signature..........coceeeeiiiin i Date......ooveiiiiiii

Dr. Ibrahim Farah



DEDICATION

To my wife Mrs. Cecelia S. Morlue, my children Balan, Sylvestine, and Moses
allowed me to take up the invaluable time thatdusti have spent with them, to take
up this challenge of studying while also workingj fime. | am sure you are proud to
see me go through to this end. Thank you for aligune to be the father you want

me to be.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The decision to pursue higher education especiallfhe midst of heavy work
demands is one that many people would not waneétduve into; taking the bold step
to pursue this Master Degree in International $sid$ in no way my own my own
decision, but God’s. Therefore, | would like tovgithanks and praises to Almighty
God for endowing me with the life, wisdom knowledged understanding to go
through my studies. Posterity will judge me harslkily do not appreciate the tireless
efforts of my humble supervisor Dr. Ibrahim Faralould call upon him when in
doubt of something, and could rely on his undeditay) when | could not make it in
time to submit a part of my research because okveommitment. My heartfelt
thanks and appreciation go to my beloved wife,drbih, relatives and friends who
prayed for me and gave me the motivation and sagpoembark on this journey;

they gave me words of motivation and courage. vamy humbled.

My gratitude also goes to the people, and childre8omalia whom | was working
with during the course of my studies and the mamage of World Vision

Somalia/International for the time afforded me torkvfor them and pursue my
studies. | know it would not have been easy to &Mea time off work to effectively

carry out this study.

My special thanks to all of my friends who encowdgne to undertake this study.
Many a time one wants to take some bold step endifid would like to solicit the

views of people around him with vision or experieng the area to help them gauge
the merits and demerits of undertaking such a ventay friends and to some extent

foes did just that for me.



ABSTRACT

This study provides an overview of youth empowermaeriiberia which has a very
youthful population of which almost all were affedtby the civil crisis. The study
investigates the extent to which youth empowernredeveloping countries can be a
strategy for fostering sustainable internationddtrens. It analyzes the role of youth
empowerment in the socio-economic development ef-p@r countries and explores
empirical findings on youth empowerment in Libeaad beyond. As a way of
getting an in-depth understanding of how youth emgyment in Liberia can
contribute to the socioeconomic and cultural dgwelent of country, using a
gualitative method, the study sampled the viewsealécted government officials,
adult community members, and youth in Montserradd Margibi counties. The
study established that youth themselves need terstahd what youth empowerment
is all about and the policies that are in place youth empowerment are being
implemented, The study concludes that despite itike lefforts made by the
Government of Liberia, the issue of youth empowerstill needs to be given keen
attention and that preventive mechanisms be ppiiaice to avoid youth-led violence.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

1.1 Background

Liberia has a history of a prolonged and devastateitl conflict. The conflict was
marred by the recruitment and use of children @lstérs. The then children are now
youth whom the county will depend on for futurewgtio and development.

Liberia has a population of less than four millpgople with about 70 percent
being youth; also the country has many naturalwess including rubber, timber,
gold, diamond, iron ore and the newly discoverdd@espite the presence of all of
those resources, there is still an alarming figrirenemployed youth in the country, a
situation that may be attributed to the lack of damnd policies to oblige relevant
partners doing business in the country to enswaertechanisms are put in place to
empower the youth in the form of capacity buildimgappropriate skill areas to
prepare the youth for future income generation.

The government has a huge burden of how she cangbeopublic, private
partnership; including instituting new policies aagvs including obliging extractive
industry and companies to create employment oppities for youth by turning
about 50-60% of their raw materials into finishedducts in the country. Liberia’s
18 percent unemployment rate may be high becaustheofdefinition given for
employment and unemployment. It is said that 1@&#cent of the labour force in
Liberia are mainly youth (15-34 years of age) ofahiithe youngest are the ones that
are mostly educated but yet unemployed.

Since the end of the civil conflict and the inawgion of a democratically
elected president seven years ago, many courgridsmultinational corporations

have started investing into the rich natural resesrrof Liberia with the aim of



improving trade, socio-economic and internatiomdhtions with that state. China, the
United States, Japan, United Kingdom, Libya jushamne but few have worked to
improve their international relations with Libeti@cause of it has enormous natural
resources that can be extracted. Also, Chinaspezial way wants to improve her
image in Liberia and other parts of Africa, a siiom that will make her (China) to be
seen as influential over rival Taiwan, and she ga@ aid and public diplomacy to
decrease the threat that China poses to otherahfritates as competitbiis recent
times, two high level Chinese (China Union) spepiaipose vehicle companies have
invested more than 3 billion USD into the iron ardustry in Liberia. However, it is
difficult to determine the impact of this and othevestment in regards to statistic
showing that most of the youth are languishinghmgtreets, and those that are said
to be employed are doing so in some form of ecoo@miivities which are mainly in
the informal sectofs

In recent times, Liberia has benefited from goodtges from some key
countries as a result of improved internationatiehs. The United States of America
has been Liberia’s long time traditional frienddahat relationship has translated into
somehow a mother and child relationship; practca&Verything including flag,
constitutions and other significance holidays a#i a® mode of education of Liberia
have all been modeled on the ones of the USA. TISA Was supported the
rehabilitation of war ravished Liberia through emous aids and grants.

Also, China has been one of the countries that tveryears has provided
development aid to Liberia that is aimed at reboddthe Liberian economy and
infrastructure, and has also provided scholarsfopd.iberian students to study in

China. These and many initiatives are part of Chisrategy towards strengthening

*Kurlantzick J. et al; (2006) China’s Africa StratedyNew Approach to Development and
Diplomacy?Washington, D C.
2 Ministry of Labour, Liberia Labour Force Survey 20Mbnrovia, Liberia.
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international relations and becoming a strong falitinfluence in the region. The
sustainability of these strategies may be an dlusf they are not perceived by the
various stakeholders or beneficiaries to be a greapportunity. China has been
criticized for the kind of aid provided to develogi countries. In Liberia, China
provided aid for the revamping of roads in the tapRecently, most of the roads
constructed by Chinese engineers lasted for lems shyear thereby prompting the
users to nick-named the roads “made in China fbads

According to Reeves et“alLiberia needs to learn from past history that saw
the nation accumulating lot of high currenciestfeg exports of her natural resources;
they argued that the miraculous economic growth tibak place in Liberia between
1960-1970 was not translated into inclusive ecorodevelopment which further
plunged the country into economic and social inftalsuggesting that economy was
grossly mismanaged. This situation can be alludedhat Professor Joseph Stiglitz
referred to as Resource Cutse

With the country still trying to recover from theamy years of political, social
and economic instability coupled with the questnainy foreign investors to invest in
the country’s enormous discovered and undiscovaratural resources, many
Liberians would imagine that it is about time tha government sees reason to avert
what was done and experienced in the past. Ifrthhestments are to be translated into
sustainable economic and social development, thiemaeeds to prepare itself by
developing her human resources mainly the youtlthi®iopportunities and challenges
that may accompany the investments. There will \@nanore investors with good

intentions coming in when there are capacitiesufgpsrt them in country instead of

* Stated by many residence of the AB Tolbert Road and Skideé®ard communities in Monrovia
“Wilmot A. Reeves, “ Liberia's Historic Struggle To Bpe The Resource Curs&tonomic Watch,
November 23, 2012, accessed June 2013.
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paying high cost for expatriate staff. Another ledgment that needs to be put in place
to boost the investment climate is the improvenwnthe infrastructures including
power electricity, roads, housing and roads.

In a further attempt to improve the economic, lives the youth and
international relations, Reeves et al acceptedfidmmework that was advanced by
Stiglitz at it relates to the effect of the curesy pointed out three specific symptoms
and their effects on the economic development @fidtion. They named Corruption
& Rent-Seeking by Officials, volatility of price afesources on the international
market, the Dutch Disease and | will add low huroapital. | will further argue that
despite the proliferation of the first two symptgrh#eria can still replace the years
that the locust has eaten by intentionally develggier human capital, which will
then in fact lead to minimizing the effect of theutbh Disease. The disease has
existed and will continue to exist because, invsst@ve seen that the nation does not
have the human capacity that will enable them tnp@and effectively operate firms
that will produce and export quality goods and e, that being the case, China has
over the years provided scholarships to Liberialestits to study in various fields in
Chinese universities. By 2008, an estimated 120gdddents including Liberians and
other Africans will travel from abroad to go to lkegle at a Chinese university, up

from 8,000 less than a decade before

1.2 Statement of the research problem
Liberia has a population of less than 4 milliontwibore than 70 percent being youth
who are mostly employed in the informal settinge finolonged and intermittent civil

from 1989 to 2003 in Liberia left many young peopiéssing out on formal and

®Kurlantzick J. et al: China’s Africa Strategy: A Nevpgroach to Development and Diplomacy
December 12, 2006 Washington, D.C.




informal education with more than 20,000 of themsocasated with armed
forces/groups Because of that and many other factors, manpefybuth in Liberia
do not have marketable skills to enhance their empment; though Liberia has
enormous natural resources that have attracted mmariynational corporation and
nations, but the country is not able to leveragesach a gift to empower the youth
through the creation of employment opportunity. rEfere, the Government of
Liberia will always be pushed to try to find someans of income generation for the
youth to avert the possibilities of them (youth}tipg involved in further crime or
used to destabilize the already fragile peace. Wighincreased number of youth that
are currently being enrolled and graduated fronhérignstitutions of learning, and
with the launch of the Liberia Poverty ReductionaBtgy (PRS) issues concerning
the youth were highlighted in the PRS; one key bae to do with the growing
incidence of youth led violence as a potentiallyatite security challené’e Those
uncivilized behaviors have been attributed to theniess of the youth, and it has the
propensity to hold back potential investSrsThe strategy has outlined some key
areas to be considered in the creation of job Her ytouth; this included engaging
youth in the formal agriculture sectors and pransof loans to small businesses.
With these and many more, it is important to essabhow the empowerment of
youth can contribute to creating sustainable irgttional relations between or among
states.

The sustainable empowerment of youth is very d@itio the growth and
development of any nations; that is why many leade very categorical about

including it as a part of their development agerilat. the attainment of that agenda

"UNICEF; Specht, |.&Tefferi, H.. Impact Evaluation of Bramme for Children Associated with
Fighting Forces (CAFF) in Liberi2007, Monrovia, Liberia.

8Government of Liberia Liberia Poverty Reduction Strat2@98, Monrovia, Liberia.

g .
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may become another debacle. If it is going to beeaed, several factors amongst
which are the human capital development, impromeernational relations, improved
security and investment environments, and the sifiestion of products and
availability of infrastructure need to be takeroiobnsideration.

Many studies (Beacdh the Common Wealth Youth Empowerment, Berger
2007) have all lamented heavily on the relationsvben youth empowerment and
international relations particularly looking at sfgoand vocational skills. However,
there is limited evidence of such a study in Afraspecially in post war countries. In
the case of Liberia, there is no evidence on howamerment of youth has led to
improving diplomatic relations. Understanding howuth empowerment can
contribute to sustainable international relatiorid elp nation states to better plan
youth empowerment program skewed towards strengtienternational relations.
Moreover, this study will seek to contribute to reunt body of knowledge on youth
empowerment as it links to international relatioiibe above mentioned problem
presents several conceptual and policy issuesthirastudy will need to find out.To
what extent does training in formal and informalueation influence the
empowerment of youth? How are government policreslaws on the empowerment
of youth developed to strengthen international trefs? What is the role of a
supportive environment in attaining sustainabletg@mpowerment? To what extent
does peace and security promote international ioekt to enhance youth

empowerment? These questions will be the drivimgefdehind this study.

Beacon, Aaron; Sports in International Relations; A Cas€foss-Disciplinary Investigation
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1.3 Objectives of the study
The objective of this study is to examine the digance of youth empowerment to
the realization of sustainable international relasi to post-war Liberia. More
specially, the study intends to:

i) Provide an overview of youth empowerment in post-lwheria

i) Investigate the extent to which youth empowermerdeaveloping countries can

be a strategy for fostering sustainable internatioslations
iii) Analyze role of youth empowerment to the economig social development of

a post-war Liberia

1.4 Literature review
This section will focus mainly on three key categerthe concept of empowerment;
youth empowerment and international relations; engyment as an element of youth

empowerment.

1.4.1 The concept of empowerment

Empowerment may be viewed from several angles,rdépg on the context and who
is involved. In management, empowerment may takefohm of delegation; in the

academic setting, it would mean giving the leasiells to enable them take up their
responsibility in the society. Empowerment meangrtathe ability for supporting

enabling conditions under which one can act orr theih without much instruction

from otherd?. But to some extent, there exist a very thick eation between

empowerment and development; in fact, empowermeant be seen as the

independent variable to development from multigheehsions. There is no way one

2African Union. African Youth Decade 2009-2018 Plan of Act{@11) Accelerating Youth
Empowerment fo r Sustainable Development, Road Map towlaedsiplementation of the African
Youth Charter.




can be empowered without the requisite resourcesctare or environment for
development; empowerment will mean the capacityiniplement. Some other
scholars have mentioned their own thoughts on whmgiowerment is; Empowerment
is a process of transitioning from a state of pdegsness to a state of relative control
over one’s life, destiny, and environment.

Today, saying of youth empowerment is on the dipsvery young person in
Africa; but they never want to endure the painstler gains, but rather want to attain
the gains on a silver platter; even if one gets mmgred at the expense of another,
she/he still needs the relevant knowledge andsstkdllsustain such empowerment.
Therefore empowerment without sustainability is em@rment in vain. Also, it is
worth mentioning that there is a difference betwtenability to act because there is
no other alternative and lack of ability to actn dconomics, empowerment could
mean provision of loan services to the needy. Agiogr to Rappoport it is easy to
define empowerment by its absence but difficultd&dine in action as it takes on

different forms in different people and contéxts

1.4.2 Youth empowerment and international relations
In an effort to meet Millennium Development GodD8velop a global partnership for
development, developed countries are building pastrips with developing countries
to strengthen institutions that are very fundanieotéhe sustainable development of
their alias.

The phenomenon of youth empowerment has taken rcetatge at national,
regional, continental and global forums where playa international relations have

found it impossible to progress with developmerdadé, and other social services

" J. Rappaport: Paper titled, “Terms of empowerment peppbgram, policy professiorigpresented
at the American Psychological Association, August 1986
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without the empowerment of the youth. Towards #sl, continental, and global
institutions/bodies have begun formulating laws adicies that will foster youth
empowerment programme. In Africa, the African Uniwas established and passed
the African Youth Charter which recognized youth partners, assets, and
prerequisite for sustainable development, and pedcafrican in the present and
future; the charter is also guided by the New Rastnip for Africa’s Development
Strategic Framework for Youth Programme of 2004 tkavorking towards youth
empowerment and developm&ht

In the Common Wealth, there is the Common WealthutioProgramme
(CYP) launched the Plan of Action for Youth Empoment (PAYE) in 2000. It is a
framework document for governmental, inter-governtakand civil society action
for and with young people in the Commonwe&lth

Globally several protocols, resolutions, and ingtins have been established
to tackle the growing calls for the empowerment yaiuth; The Millennium
Development Goals (Eradicating Extreme Poverty #&hdhger) and other key
documents have stressed the need for the Unitadridadnd its member states to take
significant steps toward improving the situation wbuths in their respective
continents and countries. But one may argue tHadfahose plans and documents
may not serve the ultimate goal of empowering youtten the participation of the
youth themselves in decision making is minimal; thoshould be viewed as valued
partners in their own empowerment. According tobii& Bryson and as quoted by
Morton and Montgomery, the participation of youimao improve young people’s

belief in their own worth as well as in their abjilito shape their lives and

YAfrican Union. African Youth Charter, adopted 2 July 2006. Afni¢Jnion Commission, Addis
Ababa.
5 Common Wealth Plan of Action for Youth Empowerment 2007-2015
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environment¥. Youth empowerment programmes must ensure thatdgheepts of
self-efficacy and self-esteem of the youth is ewkdnf the programmes are going to
yield success.

Sport is one of the growing phenomenon through kvhiouth are being
empowered and it is improving international relaiaamong nations. Today, we see
African athletes/players are among the best andlyigaid in the global sporting
arena; most of them have uses their incomes tblestabusiness that have created
further employment opportunity for their countrymexiso the popularity of those
athletes has helped to improve the image of Africanntries among the committee
of nations; some countries in Africa are only knbwthe names of their sporting
legends. Because of the level of superb performgood sportsmanship exhibited by
those athletes, UN agencies are engaging thenrte as “Good Will Ambassadors”
for highlighting the significance of certain initiée. According to Thomas Kuhn and
as quoted itf, a Case for Cross-Disciplinary Investigation, hesesof the high area of
specializations, a man would feel more fulfilleché# masters in a particular area and
has some working knowledge in other areas, meaiting becoming difficult to
negate the fact that many social problems cannatebelved through one area of
academic specializatiéh

Beacon also argued that the trend which sport bB&ent in international
relations may be worthy of recognition in interpatl relations or diplomatic circles.
He gave concrete examples of how participatiomterhational sporting events has
had some diplomatic or international relations @ns. He mentioned the case of the

withdrawal of the invitation extended to the thehoResia to the 1968 Mexico

5 See Protocol for a systematic review Youth empowetmeograms for improving self-efficacy and
self-esteem of adolescents, approved 2010.
7 Aaron Beacon, Sports in International Relations; A Gas€ross-Disciplinary InvestigatioR.2.
18 |jh;
Ibid.
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Olympics, because of attempts by the white domdhaevernment to unilateral
declaration of independence from the ¥KSimilarly, it can be recalled how
Nigeria’s Super Eagle Team was withdrew from th@6L8frican Cup of Nations in
South Africa due to international pressure on tigeeNan Government for the Kkilling
of a renounced political giant; but the Nigeriarvgmment said the withdrawal; of

the team was drew to security concerns.

1.4.3 Employment as an element of youth empowerment
In post conflict countries, the empowerment of yourt the form of employment is
fundamental to the growth and development of thosantries but their social
empowerment is also very important. Most of thel einars in sub-Sahara Africa have
seen children and young people being exploitedghsefrs to meet the goal of greedy
politicians or warlords; the reasons for the reionent of those youth can be
attributed to the lower enrolment and retention nohinly males in secondary
education or vocational education this was accgrtinCollier and Hoeffléf and as
quoted by Francis Teal. Collier and Hoeffler furttegued that civil conflicts are
driven by economic interest rather than economievgnce suggest that the costs of
war may be reduced by the opportunity cost of #imur of young men, this will
increase the probability of confliét At this juncture, it is eminent that there is a
correlation between youth empowerment through eympémt and development of a
nation state, and their international relations.

Income and employment have been seen to reducéictonfany empirical

findings have tried to associate the lack of incamehe cause of conflicts, while

19 common Wealth Plan of Action for Youth Empowerment 2007-2015.

20p_Collier, Hoeffler, A.; Greed and Grievance in Citar CSAE WPS/2002-01.

%L Francis Teal: World Bank Headline Seminar: Promotingusicé Growth and Employment in
Fragile Situations Background Paper on Growth and Employmentrific@afflicted States.

11



others have vehemently rejected those findihghough, those that opposed the
view that no or low income or employment can indas&l conflict may be right to
some extent, but, research has found reasons watdhe views of those in favor;
often times, the youths are referred to as therduai a nation; if this statement is
anything to rely on, then society must make intdrend extrinsic efforts to prepare
the youth to take up the future responsibilitiésgovernments in conflict affected
states like Liberia do not want to return to ciuiisis anymore, there is a need to put
words into actions by ensuring that the young pe@pé engaged in meaningful and
participatory initiatives that do not give them titae to engage into negative coping
mechanisms as a means of income generation. Laws paficies need to be
formulated, implemented and evaluated with theigipetion of those very youth into
youth-led programmes that may even enhance theporamities for future

development.

1.4.4 Literature gap

There are many literatures on youth empowermerit Bbnational and international
levels; they have all presented great thoughts asehs on how youth
unempowerment has the propensity of running thddaoto future crisis. The gap in
the literatures has to do with the limitation owhgouth can be supported to develop
the perception of themselves when it comes to #mpowerment on one hand, and
how the community or adult perceive the youth iaittempowerment on the other
hand. Self-efficacy and self-esteem are criticahoepts that may have to be
considered. Another gap that is yet to be filledhav youth empowerment can

promote international relations? Does youth empovesit form part of the grand

22 Francis Teal: World Bank Headline Seminar: Promotingusicé Growth and Employment in
Fragile Situations Background Paper on Growth and Employmentrific@afflicted States.
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strategy and/or foreign policy of a nation? Thisdgtwould like to fill some of these

gaps through this study.

1.5 Justification of the study

This study is driven by the need to fully measurd anderstand the extent to which
youth empowerment can promote sustainable intematirelations between nation
states. The fact that there are limited scholdstaaalyses on how youth
empowerment can influence sustainable internatioe#tions, this study shall
therefore seek to contribute to the academic vg#tithat are gear towards youth
empowerment, with specific emphasis on influenairigrnational relations between
nation states using youth as a model. In termolfypdevelopment, the finding form
this paper is expected to contribute immensely twegments’ effort in the
development of youth empowerment policies theredgucing mistakes made by
decision makers in the past. The findings from #tigly will also be used in future
research on the same area. It is also hoped tkafintings from this study will
contribute to the information of stakeholders iru§oempowerment programme of
the significance of developing a contextual andgesed youth empowerment
programme and lastly to contribute to the growttkrmdwledge in the subject area by
shading more light on the intricacy involved in grapowerment and development of

youth.

1.6 Hypotheses
The study will test the following hypotheses:
i) Youth empowerment can be a good strategy to fastemational relations;

i) Youth employment is a prerequisite for empowerment;
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iii) Youth empowerment can lead to sustainable sociagu@ and cultural

development of a nation.

1.7 Conceptual framework

Youth empowerment is meant to prepare the youttake up the uphill task of
developing their country. This empowerment will ueg diversified approaches and
variables that will bring together a combinationawftors and factors including the
youth. In their commitment to developing laws gidicies, the African Union stated
“that Africa’s greatest resource is its youthful ptgtion and that through their
active and full participation; Africans can surmduhe difficulties that lie ahead®.
This is a clear manifestation of the commitment Affican leaders toward a
sustainable future for the countries. This canmotvghout stating the contribution of
the local and national duty bearers; governmenedrte develop, implement and
monitor policies that will go a long way ensuririgat the youth do not become idled
and engage in illegal activities. When it comesthe variable of supportive
environment, the perception of adults towards yastrstill fluid, Alex de Waal
asserted thatybuth is a problematic, intermediary and ambivaleategory, chiefly
defined by what it is not: youth are not dependsmiidren, nor are they independent,
socially responsible adult$’And unless this notation is eradicated, the procdss
youth empowerment will have a daunting effect; yostould not be seen as passive
but rather active participants in the developménheir community, nations and their

own empowerment. According to some social scient{&uller. Pitts and Jack

ZAfrican Union. African Youth Charter, July 2006. Africeimion Commission, Addis Ababa.

%"De Waal, A. (2002Realizing child rights in Africa: children, young peopkeddeadershipin De
Waal, A. and Argenti, N. (eds) Young Africa: realizitihg rights of children and youth. Trenton, NJ,
Africa World Press.
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Goldstone) developing countries whose populatiors'youth heavy’ are especially
vulnerable to civil conflice.

The enabling environment, in this case, peer groigmily members,
community members, infrastructures or services wolhtribute immensely to those
initiatives. According to Aaron Beacon, sport isesarf the means through which the
empowerment of youth can be enharféeBut that can only be achieved based on the
environment in which youth find themselves and pleeception of the adults about
youth empowerment. In the same vein, other propsnafnyouth empowerment have
seen the empowerment of youth as call to actiGY.P works to engage and empower
young people to enhance their contribution to dewelent. We do this in partnership
with young people, governments and other key stdétets. Our mission is grounded
within a rights-based approach, guided by the t#di facing young people in the
Commonwealth, and anchored in the belief that youeaple are: A force for peace,
democracy, equality and good governance a catdtysglobal consensus building;

and an essential resource for sustainable developaed poverty eradicatich

% See Mutisi Martha. Interrogating traditional youth theory: Youth peace building and engagement in
post-conflict Liberia/

ZBeacon, Aaron; Sports in International Relations; A Cas€foss-Disciplinary Investigation

2" Common Wealth Plan of Action for youth empowerment 2007-2015.

15



Figure 1.1 Conceptual framework

Formal and informal education/Training in

skilled areas Sustainable International
Relations

Government policies/regulations

Supportive relationship/ Social and cultural Youth empowerment
environments

Peace and security

1.8 Research methodology

This research was conducted using qualitative reseaethods and used case studies
as its main strategy. Primary data was collectedutih formal interviews with key
actors in the empowerment programme and interraticeiations arena. Secondary
data was collected from published and unpublisheaterials concerning the
disarmament, empowerment of Youth to strengthezrmational relations as written
by other researchers, and agencies staff.

Snowball sampling was used by the researcher becaosst of the
respondents were very difficult to meet in spedifications. A review of secondary
data/information on the study topic was carriedtogynthesize what past researches,
reports or studies have found out and produced han tbpic and their key
recommendations. In view of the above, this stualfjewed evaluation reports from
training and vocational education institutions, Miries of Youth and Sports, Labour,

education as well as literature from various resieens.
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1.9 Chapter outline

This study is structured around five chapters.

Chapter One: Introduction to the study

Chapter Two: Empowerment of Youth in Developing Gioes, A Strategy for
Fostering Sustainable International Relations: Aei@iew

Chapter Three: Youth Empowerment in Post-War LdieA Critical Assessment
1989 - 2012

Chapter Four: Youth Empowerment in Post-War Likheki&ritical Analysis

Chapter Five: Conclusion
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CHAPTER TWO
YOUTH EMPOWERMENT IN POST-WAR LIBERIA: AN

OVERVIEW

2.1 Introduction

The previous chapter has introduced the youth ereapoent, and stated reasons why
youth empowerment should be considered criticallthe development agenda of all
nations, be it developed or developing. The empoeet of youth in Africa like
other continents of the world continues to ring@l the ears of global, continental
and national leaders, parents and youth themsdhaigy papers upon policy papers
have been developed, conferences held in all ofahéinents with limited substantial
commitment.

This chapter will present a historical analysisyofith empowerment at the
global, continental, regional and national levélse historical background will take
into consideration the existing framework, poliosvdlopment, implementation, and
evaluation, as well as the roles of government,raamity, and the youth themselves
in the process of youth empowerment. At the variewsls, this paper will look at
those key documents and players that are involwegouth empowerment; at the
global level, some of the key documents and playelisinclude, the International
Labour Organization (ILO) conventions, the Inteimia&l Convent on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (1976) Millennium Devefoent Goals; the United
Nations World Programme of Action for Youth; thaitéd Nations Convention on
the Rights of a Child, and the Commonwealth Yoemhpowerment programme; at
the continental level, the African Youth Chartée Pan African Youth Forum; at the

regional, the ECOWAS Youth Policy, and other kexutaents will be reviewed.
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Lastly, the national documents will include theioaal Youth policy, institutions and
programmes that are in place for the empowermenath, strength, weaknesses,

opportunities and challenges will be highly consgde

2.2 Youth empowerment at international level

2.2.1 Existing framework for youth empowerment

Often times, global leaders at the continental @nded Nations levels have always
highlighted the need for the empowerment of youagpte around the world if the
youths are to up keep the positive societal vallnashave been created; the increased
interest has also led to a high priority in youdtated activities in United Nations
Systems. The United Nations Programme on Youth Deweent established at the
United Nations Headquarters. In furtherance of @fort to promote your
development, in 2010, the United Nations Inter-AgenNetwork on Youth
Development as a global entity which is composedJbf entities represented at
Headquarters levels was established to concerdratgouth matters; the aim of the
Network is to increase the effectiveness of UN warkyouth development by
strengthening collaboration and exchange amongeddlvant UN entities, while
respecting and harnessing the benefits of theiivithdal strengths and unique
approaches and manddtesThe United Nations General Assembly issued réisoiu
(A/RES/64/130) welcoming the efforts of the networknd requested the UN
Secretary General to provide the General Assenmblisisixty-sixth session through
the Commission on Social Development with a pragmeport on the coordination
amongst UN entities. These are but few of thedtiites undertaken by the global

body to harness youth empowerment.

28 United Nations Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development
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Young people are viewed as the future leaders,eheheir capacities must be
built to enable them take up the responsibilitiat tshall come before them as
responsible adults. There are very high expectautdryouth from adults in the world,
regions and nations, therefore working to ensueefuli socio-economic, cultural and
political empowerments of youth have taken a cestage at every global forum.
Commissions, committees, and conventions have edinbadopted to ensure the
smooth and successful implementation of such. Théed Nations through the
General Assembly has been very categorical abeuhétessity associated with the
empowerment of youth the world over; the establishitof a programme on youth
development and the declaration of August 2010-284 International Year of Youth

are a clear manifestation of the UN’s commitmerrioritizing youth development.

2.2.2 Agencies responsible for youth empowerment

The United Nations and other intergovernmentaliesthave established departments
that are to focus on the development and empowdrmiegouth. At the United
Nations, UNESCO, UNICEF, UN Youth Development Pesgme, and International
Labour Organization (ILO) and at the level of caefital intergovernmental
organizations, the Commonwealth Youth ProgrammethaedVorld Bank as well as
other relevant commissions have been mandated tk \Wwo promoting youth
development and empowerment. These agencies catedvith regional groupings
and national governments as well as youth bodidgdblight and implement youth
empowerment or development initiatives. The variensities provide specialized
support to the youth as per their mandate. UNES@® taken major steps in
empowering youth for peace and sustainable devedapnprogramme using

complementary, transversal and interlinked axess Ax Policy formulation with the
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participation of youth; Axis 2, Capacity developmhéor the transition to adulthood
and Axis 3, Civic engagement, democratic partiégmatand social innovaticn

These axes will help in promoting and unleashirggbtential of youth especially the
most marginalized in their empowerment, and to ieedd the challenges posed to

their empowerment.

2.2.3 Policies and strategies on youth empowerment

In an effort to promote the development and empowet of youth the world over,
the ILO, UN Programme on Youth, UNESCO, UNICEF, WorBank,
Commonwealth, AU, and various continental bodiegehaorked collaboratively to
improve the lives of the growing youthful populatiothrough sustainable
development and or empowerment programme. Withithatind, there exist a need
to develop appropriate policies that will guide tpeocess. In 1989, the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child was signed subsequently ratified by all but
two Members States; Article 12 of that conventidates that states parties shall
respect the views of children in matter of conderthem, and Article 13 calls for the
children to be allowed to express themselves fealjssues of concern to th&nin
the same way, the ILO and her partners in an eftoprotect children that are at risk
of exploitative labour pushed for the passageooiventions 182 (1999) on the worst
form of child labour, and 138 (1973) on the minimage of employment of children.
Those conventions serve a guide for the recruitmentpowerment and use of
children in various industries. In similar veinetiCommonwealth states established

the Commonwealth Youth Programme that later adofitedCommonwealth Plan of

29 United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural OrgaiiwatConsultations of the Director-
General with Member States Youth as CHANGE-MAKERSHernce and Sustainable Development
Youth as Beneficiaries Youth as Actors Youth as Part@érdlovember 2012

%0United Nations_United Nations Convention on the Rights ofilllChecember 1989, New York
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Action for Youth Empowerment(PAYE) 2007-2015; th&) Also came up with the
African Youth Charter in 2006.

At their meeting in Edinburg in 1997, Commonwedithads of Government
recognized the needs to empower youth for sustiEnddvelopment and peace, so
they endorsed the youth empowerment plan. Substdguer2005, the first plan of
action was approved thereby giving birth to the thouaction plan. The
Commonwealth Youth Programme having launched thenr@onwealth Plan of
Action for Youth Empowerment, it was indicated tttae action plan would be
implemented by national government in all youth em@rment initiatives, and that
ministers of youth affairs will be requested to makport on progress made on the

action plan.

2.2.4 Policy and strategy implementation

The implementation of any policy will fall into thdocket of the participating

members; in this case, intergovernmental orgammati continental or regional
bodies, national governments, and youth relatecrorgtions. But the successful
implementation will be highly dependent on the owshe of the document; It is

expected that upon adoption of the policy, strategire developed for the effective
implementation and monitoring of such policy at #vels. The successful
implementation of the policies and strategies weéhuire a sound institutional

framework and active political, administrative andchnical support for the

translation of goals, objectives, policies andtetyees into actual programmes at all
levels of UN, EU AU, sub regional bodies, parliat@en groupings, national

governments and youth groups; and taking into cemation that addressing youth

concerns requires a multi-sectoral approach, tbezetoncerted efforts from the
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private, public sectors, religious groupings, aachifies are required. In the situation
of youth, many times the policies do not sink dowell because there are
inconsistencies between the need of the youth wadath duty bearers, and rights
holders on one hand and those that formed theigslan the other hand. This may be
a result of the lack of participation of the youtluring the policy formulation,

implementation and monitoring process.

2.2.5 Role of youth in their own empowerment

In December 1989, the United Nations Conventiontten Right of the Child was
adopted by Members States of the UN; in that cotimenarticle 12 emphasizes the
freedom of participation of all young people in d&ans affecting their lives and state
parties shall respect those views. Towards that #redinvolvement of youth in all
aspects of society is very fundamental to their @vgyment and sustainability. The
youth are the main drivers of change, they shoaldd®n as partners and participants
to their cause, and to achieve this change, theytly need to be supported by all
spectrums of society; claiming respect for fundataeineedoms and rights, improved
conditions for them and their communities, togethigh opportunities to learn, work
and participate in decisions that affect tfienThe enabling environment must be
created to ensure that the role of youth in theiwnoempowerment is not
compromised. In some culture, and traditions, thesy be seen as a taboo; this is
where the work in essence should begin. Intergawemntal bodies should design
strategies that will sensitize the youth and adaoitghe roles and responsibilities of
youth in decision making, given that they are peextas the future leaders. Despite

the increasing calls for youth to be participamtstheir empowerment, very little

31 United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Orgatian; Consultations of the Director-
General with Member States Youth as CHANGE-MAKERSHeace and Sustainable Development
Youth as Beneficiaries Youth as Actors Youth as Part@&rslovember 2012
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empirical evidence is being provided on the extentvhich the “participation” is
yielding the right results. The participation shibuhot be sporadic but rather
structured so as to provide the scene for realiemite of youth in the running and
decision making of the programme. The UN, AU, EWdaWNorld Bank have
developed strategies on youth participation, bigdme extent, the fruits of genuine

participations are still be gathered.

2.3 Youth empowerment at regional and sub-regiondével

2.3.1 Frameworks for youth empowerment in Africa

The then Organization of African Unity and now tA&ican Union has taken all
measure to ensure the sustainable empowermentichAfyouth; the preamble of the
African Youth Charter, it is emphatically statectththe youth is an asset, partners,
and their invaluable role in all spectrum of thentowent, therefore, their
empowerment should not be underestim¥teh July 2006, the Seventh Ordinary
Session of the assembly of heads of state and gmests adopted the African Youth
Charter a part of the framework for the empowernaényiouth. In the charter several
articles have been highlighted to bring to fulfiint the dreams of the African
leaders. Among the articles that are worth mentignin here are: Article 13 and its
various sub-sections which highlight the promotiof Education and skills
development of youth to prepare them for the fut@gponsibilities in society, the
development of the youth needs to be holistic; ¢harter also encourages all
members state to formulate appropriate nationaltty ®olicy that is comprehensive
and coherent for the attainment of youth empowetnidre African Youth Charter is

known as a social contract between states and yhith response to the priority

32 African Union. African Youth Charter, July 2006. Africamidn Commission, Addis Ababa
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needs regarding their empowerment and developtheht Africa, the youth
constitutes more than 20 percent of the total pmni and 36.8 percent of the
workforce®,

Towards the realization of the objectives of theidsin Youth Charter, the
African Youth decade 2009-2019 was declared in dgnu2009, and the
accompanying plan of actions were adopted as anrapdthat will support the
development of national and regional plans of actithe document is a framework
that is meant to accelerate the process of youfioamrment and development. The
roadmap calls for a concerted efforts on the paftsll stakeholders to establish

framework at the country levels to promote the emwgronent of youth.

2.3.2 Policies and strategy on youth empowerment

African Heads of State and governments recognizing enormous task of
empowering the alarming youthful population andrapgnt of the fact that Africa’s
greatest resources was its youthful population,Afrecan leaders saw the need to
develop policies and strategies that will help théesign and run programme aim at
empowering the youth to actively and fully partai@ in making decision affecting
their lives thereby preparing them to meet the gngvglobal challenges. In July 2006
at the meeting of Heads of State and governmerainjul, The Gambia, the African
Youth Charter was adopted; though the documentisty be signed by all of the
member states but it manifests the willingness &icAn leaders to promote the
empowerment of youth. Also, the AU has initiatednyather programmes that

would promote the development and empowerment oftydhe launched of a Youth

33african Union. African Youth Charter, July 2006. African Union Quoission, Addis Ababa.
* Regional Overview of Youth in Africa; United Nations Econor@iommission for Africa and the
United Nations Programme on Youth; facts sheets DeceRfilidr

25



Desk by the New Partnership for Africa’s Developm@EPAD), that will give the
youth the platform to make their voices held inidens making; the adoption of the
ten year plan of action 2009-2008 for youth empoment and development, the AU
Youth Volunteer Corps, the International Year ofudoin November 2010 and the
adoption of the African Union’s Second EducatiorarPlof Action (2006-2015)
among others are some of the strategies that then@¢Jdesigned to empower the
youth in Africarf>. These gains can only be concretized by the uniaye
commitment of national governments.

The Millennium Development Goals is one of the tegges adopted by
African leaders in promoting the empowerment of tiiodremendous efforts have
been made to meet the goals as reported by Unigrié Economic Commission
for Africa; school enrolment has increased, thevalence mortality rates of

HIV/AIDS infections has fallen, and youth unemplagmi is reducing.

2.3.3 Challenges
The dream of fully empowering youth in Africa haséd many challenges some of
which are very much above the control of the regicend national governments.
Education, health, conflicts, and full participatioin youth formulation and
implementation of youth related policies may bewed as some of the major
challenges to the sustainable empowerment of youth.

Education at all levels is very critical for thestinable empowerment of
youth in Africa. The enrolment and retention of ié&n youth in primary, secondary
and tertiary education system has been encouragmogtesy of the Millennium

Development Goals (MGDs). According to the Africasport on the MGDs as

% Regional Overview of Youth in Africa United Nations Ecomm@ommission for Africa and the
United Nations Programme on Youth; facts sheets Decepflidr.

26



reported by United Nations MGD 2010 report, scheatolment in West, East and
southern African increased from 58% in 1999 to 7692008, while North Africa
saw a huge enrolment of 78% in 1999 to 94% in 2008 Algeria and Mauritius
having the highest enrolment in tertiary educatibB1% and 26% respectivély The
extent to which the attainment of this formal edigrawill contribute to the effective
empowerment of the youth in the face of the chakeaf the global economic market
will remain to be seen. In May 2012 at the NatioQanference on the theme
“Towards a New Growth Strategy for Employment, Decé&/ork and Development
in Zambia”, one of the presenters (Mr. Mwaka KopaoYouth Entrepreneur) called
for the need to include skills in entrepreneursdmp small business management for
learners at the very early age to enable them ledtadind run their own business to
cut down the dependency on government and othevatpri sectors for
empowermerif.

Health is another critical challenge encountered ibyiatives towards
empowerment of youth; in Africa, structural chaties and lack of adequate
budgetary allocations for quality health care smsican be classified as one of the
stumbling blocks to youth empowerment. HIV/AIDS, béunculosis, malaria and
violence are said to be the major killers of yoymegpple in Africa thereby reducing
the workforce of the continent. Poverty has lethtweased prostitution among young
boys and girls in order to access basic livelihobéthcome generation. It is however
worth nothing that since the coming of the MGDsréhhas been a reduction in

number of deaths. In 2007, an estimated 3.2 miljioang people were living with

% Regional Overview of Youth in Africa United NationsdBomic Commission for Africa and the
United Nations Programme on Youth; facts sheets, Decep@id .

372012 National Conference: Towards A New Growth Strateg¥fmployment, Decent Work And
Development In Zambia 21 — 22 May, 2012 New Government Comiplesaka
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HIV in sub-Saharan Africa alone. More than one olutwo deaths among young
African females is as a result of AIDS or AIDS-ateld illnesséé,

Conflicts and other civil unrests in Africa haventgbuted immensely to the
poor empowerment of youth on the continent. Thetlasenty years have seen many
African countries plunged into civil crises or gimal uprisings which have even led
to the proliferations of small arms and light weap®n the continent. The unrests
caused enormous destruction of education, medieald other employment
institutions consequently rendering the youth peophemployed. Rehabilitation
services available for youth affected by the caitglimay not be adequately equipped
to provide the requisite knowledge and skills topemer the youth for sustainable
reintegration into the larger society.

Also, the participation of youth in decision affect their lives is one of the
ways of promoting the empowerment of youth. Theté&thiNations Convention on
the Rights of the Child stressed the participatibohildren in decision affecting their
lives in accordance with their and matuiityn Africa, children or young people’s
voices in issues affecting their lives are not ptiwed by the adults, therefore the
participation of youth in policy development andpiementation is but a mere show
off. Therefore issues affecting young people areéeroftimes designed and
implemented by leaders; the only role for the yoisthio abide by those laws and

policies.

% Regional Overview of Youth in Africa United NationsdBomic Commission for Africa and the
United Nations Programme on Youth; facts sheets Decedilidr

3%United Nations. United Nations Convention on the Rights ofitiele 12, December 1989, New
York
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2.4. Youth empowerment at the national level

2.4.1 Review and analysis of national youth empoweent policies and related
documents

The 14 years of civil war in Liberia saw most oktlouth in the country being
adversely affected either as perpetuators or vitiifhe rehabilitation of those
affected youth to take up meaningful roles in depeient of the society is very
critical to the social and economic development tké war ravished nation.
Notwithstanding, the Government of Liberia and development partners have been
working tirelessly to promote the empowerment af thberian youth. The Liberia
Poverty Reduction Strategy, the national Youthdplihe African Youth Charter, the
Liberian Youth Employment and Economic Empowernt&tnategy are but few of the
policy frameworks put in place to institutionaligeuth empowerment. The national
youth policy is guided by the Liberian constitutiand the African Youth Charter,
Yet, the realization of those objectives will remai mere fantasy without the fullest
commitment, and the involvement of the youth atstdiges of the process. Various
arms of government must be selfless in developimhpassing bills that will promote
the empowerment of youth to be capable of takinghgomantle of responsibilities
for running the affairs of the country.

In 2008, the Liberian Government developed and tedbpher poverty
reduction strategies; and later launched the 20i8i@n, and a national youth policy.
In the poverty reduction strategies, the governrhastmentioned the development of
policy such as Liberia National Youth Employmenttidn Plan which will be
implemented by the Ministry of Youth and Sports andnitored by the ministry of
Labour; there is no semblance of how the youth lalla partner and participant in

this endeavor; in the same strategy, the governplans to develop a Children’s Act
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and establish national and community-based meamante enhance children and
youth participation; the revitalization and estabinent of technical and Vocational
Education Programme to provide youth with marketadiills; the participation of
children and youth in legislative sittings are aggtnsome of the initiatives planned
for the empowerment of youth in LibeffaThe reality of some of these plans will be
reviewed by this research.

The Liberian National Youth Policy was revised @12 with the goal of
promoting youth participation in national decisiamaking. The realization of the
objectives will require deliberate and concertddré$ from all stakeholders including
national legislature, public and private sectord #re youth themselves. The national
Youth Policy has set key objectives, targets, imm@etation and monitoring
mechanisms so as to effectively achieve the seictiops. There are some loopholes
in some of the mechanisms that were establishegbuth are going to take over as
future leaders, the mentoring process should begim; there must be programmes
developed to promote national youth service at Wwhime, the youth will get to
understand what volunteerism is about and theigabbn to national development;
this was not among the priority themes presentedhé youth policy; also, the
monitoring of impacts made against the policy stionbt be done by those
responsible for the implementation as indicateth@xmonitoring and evaluation plan;
to effectively gather gains made and to effect antability, there is a need to
established a neutral body to conduct the monigoaind evaluation of the impact of

the policy.

“*Government of Liberia, Liberia Poverty Reduction Strate@@&Monrovia, Liberia
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2.4.2 Coordination among government agencies on yiuempowerment

The Government of Liberia through the Acts of nadibLegislature has established
several ministries and agencies that coordinat¢hyempowerment programmes; the
principal ministry is the Ministry of Youth and Sps; the Ministries of Education,
Labour, Health and Social Welfare and Gender drgaat. They all have specific
functions when it comes to youth empowerment prognas and such programmes
are to be well coordinated in collaboration witlexant INGOs and NGOs to achieve
the objectives of the programmes.

Roles of each ministry

Ministry of Youth and Sports

Coordinates all youth related programme throughiouar departments within the
ministry, and youth led organizations. The minisincollaboration with the Ministry
of Education plan and execute technical and vocatieducation.

Develop vocational training opportunities for yolitiked to labor market projections
and other youth livelihood schemes

Establish agricultural and MSME programs such asagament training and skills
development to create employment opportunities youth, women and the
vulnerable

Ministry of Education

Strengthening the accessibility, quality, and @uwiam of skills and vocational
training institution

Establish agricultural and MSME programs such asagament training and skills
development to create employment opportunities youth, women and the

vulnerable
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Provide skills training for MSMESs to promote tharisition from the informal to the
formal economy

Ministry of Labour

Establish an institutional framework for the LilerEmployment Action Program
(LEAP)

Decentralize LEAP activities and train regionalicgfstaff

Promote community-based job creation through lab@nrsive public works projects
Establish agricultural and MSME programs such asagament training and skills
development to create employment opportunities youth, women and the

vulnerable.

2.4.3 Review of existing institutions responsibleof youth empowerment

Since the end of the Liberian civil war in 2003¢ theed for institutions responsible
for the development and empowerment of youth hareased; 55 percent of Liberia’s
population is children and youth; more 50 percedrhat population saw their lives
devastated by the 14 year civil crisis. Gettingrthie rebuild their lives and take their
rightful place in society in the absence of fulfurbished and operational institutions
will be an up-hill task. The Government of Libetiaough her various arms proposed
in the Poverty Reduction Strategy 2008 paper, ¢héalization and establishment of
formal educational and vocational and trainingitosons that will train the Liberian
youth in various skills to enable them meet thebglochallenges. The improved
international relation between Liberia and China baen a Government of China’s
grant for the renovation, expansion and equippihgme of the nation’s biggest

vocational training centers, the Monrovia Vocatiohaining Center.
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In other to reduce the rural urban migration of thoin search of better
education or vocational education and to meet teeds of the growing youth
population, the Government of Liberian needs tostmect such institutions in the 15
counties of the country. Currently, there are fgovernment owned multi-lateral high

school and three vocational training institutiomattare operating in the couritry

2.4.4 The role of public private partnership in emancing youth empowerment
Governments the world over cannot are not ablengleshandedly run the affairs of
providing basic social services to her citizensythill always need the involvement
of a vibrant private sector to back them up. Lideis no exception to such an
initiative; but with the country trying to recovéar the spillover of the long years of
civil crisis, the private sector is still very slow responding to the loud calls for
investment; even those that have responded to soeat, they are still watching
carefully. The government does not have the capéeitully accommodate the huge
number of youth onto her already overloaded wagle ®ince the end of the civil
crisis in 2003, there has been a significant mséhe number of informal businesses
operating in the country. Those informal businesmesvital to the improvement of
the private sectors that will in term support thgpewerment of youth.

According to Tarway-Twalla, dll IBs owners or persons in informal
businesses (PIBs) paid for health services of Hwoanlde and extended family
members; 61% in-school PIBs were supported byuBde 90% of PIBs financed in-
school children/dependents through IBs. Furtheg fBovided food security for 92%
of PIBs and family member. Aside from the factdBsjob opportunities, 5% of PIBs

provided employment for other job seekers; majooityPIBs supported the housing

“Government of Liberia, Liberia Poverty Reduction Strate@@&Monrovia, Liberia
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needs of households; with 39% living in their ovamstructed houses through IBs;
most of the PIBs who are renting pay rentage fr@w; 162% of IBs contributed to
community projects; and 20% contributed to courgyedopment projects. Findings
further indicated that IBs contributed to PSD besathey created investment in CRL
in post-conflict Liberia as compared to prior toetfwar.”t is assumed that there
increased in the number of informal business iretidbduring and after the civil war
has lessen some of the burdens that the governamehired in the past. Those
informal businesses have provided job opportunities many youth thereby
enhancing their empowerment. Tarway-Twalla’s fimginfurther revealed that
majority of those running the informal businesseevyoung adult who said they
joined the business because it was the only mddn&lhood available to them.

To further buttress the efforts of those youth taeg involved in informal
businesses, government may want to look into waysatimg the enabling
environment that will see multinational corporasatreating more job opportunities
for youth as per their qualification/skills; alsewgrnment may need to look into
formulating policies and laws that will see youttcessing loans from commercial

banks to run their business.

2.4.5 The role of youth in their empowerment

The role of youth in their own empowerment is andl e the same across the
African continent and to some extent in other autis. But for those proclaimed or
acclaimed roles to be manifested, the relevant movent and youth led
organizations must very deliberate in sensitizimg young people of their rights and

responsibilities through formal or informal mediuadso, for the youth to effectively

“2Tarway-Twalla, Alfred K:_Contribution of Informal Business¢Bs) To Basic Social Services in the
Central Region of Liberial: A Major Step Toward Post-Cohffirivate Sectors Capacity Building and
DevelopmentJournal of Small Business Management 2008
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claim those rights, their capacities must be dewedoin line with their age and
maturity. The youth must be at the center of allthicoriented and other youth related
programme to ensure that the intended objectivesaehieved and sustainable; they

should take the lead in developing, implementing mviewing their projects.

2.4.6 Challenges

Liberia is just recovering from the nightmare dfdyear civil crisis that led all of her
all aspects of the social fabrics in ruins; limiteghlth services and service provider,
limited formal and informal education facilitiegnited private sectors, breakdown of
cultural and social norms, high rural urban mignatiin search of better living
conditions, just to name but few. All the above tmmred have posed serious
challenges in way of sustainable youth empowernmatiatives. The country has a
literacy rate of 57 percent with male accounting@6 percent and female 49 percent;
also 255,000 representing 14.2% of the total pajmiage 15+ years are said to have
attended vocational training institutidfisbut the questions that stand are, to what
extent do they master the skills to enable thempedenin the market and to how
many of them are now using the skills for incomeagations.

In Liberia, like in some other African countrigbere are mismatch between
the education/vocational training and the demandhenmarket; therefore, many of
the skills/training acquired is not properly usédso, many youth do not want to
work in the informal setting where they will be fsemployed, but rather, they want to
perform work in offices or other white collar jodsSinally, many adult or heads of
institutions have the prejudice against youth legwschool, they have the mindset

that the youth don not have experience, so theyaddiire them. If the youth are not

“iberia, Ministry of Labourliberian Libor Force Survey Report 201@stitute of Statistics and
GeocInformation Services (LISGIS), Monrovia, Liberia
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given the opportunity to experience the job marlkdten and how will they ever be
experienced? These are some of the common areath¢hgouth related ministries
should try to galvanize their support through lediens to promote summer job
opportunities for higher level students. These adinbe classified as the major

challenges that the youth face in their empowerment

2.5 Conclusion

Historical background on youth empowerment is mordess the same from the
global, continental, sub-regional and national lev@8hey all emerged from the
background of human rights involving various intgranal instruments that are gear
toward helping the young people attain their dreafmbecoming useful citizens of
the world; and also to prepare them to surmount daenting task of future
leadership. The UN, EU, AU, World Bank and othenigmvernmental institutions
have worked endlessly to make that dream a realéws, policies, legislative bills
have all been highlighted the immeasurable valdabeoyouth to this world. But if
the laws, policies and legislations are to attaalization, it will require sound
institutional framework and unwavering politicaldrainistrative and technical
support for the translation of goals, objectived atrategies for youth empowerment
programmes at all levels of society and taking intmsideration youth as both

partners and participants.
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CHAPTER THREE

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT IN POST-WAR LIBERIA

3.1 Introduction

The previous chapter focused on the historicalysmabf youth empowerment at the
global, continental, regional and national levélse historical background will take

into consideration the existing framework, policgvdlopment and implementation,
the roles of government, community, and the yohémtselves in the process of youth
empowerment.

Counting on the qualitative research that was cotedu in Monrovia,
Montserrado County and Kakata, Margibi County alLiberia, this chapter will try
to link the results gathered from case studiestloérosecondary sources to come up
with a comprehensive analysis of how youth empoveeitnsan serve as a strategy for
improved international relations. The research a@ducted through key informant
interviews of youth, and adults in and out of nagilband private leadership; and some
observation. This chapter explains in-depth how kaglings in this research will
contribute to the body of knowledge in this areaef® may be arguments of youth
empowerment gaining some momentum in the countgutdth seasonal or political
initiatives aimed at highlighting youth empowermelntit this research goes deeper
into investigating how those alleged “youth empawent programmes” are
contributing to Liberia’s international relation®rversely, to what extent does
Liberia’s international relationship with countries the region or others regions of
the world impact on the empowerment of youth. T@wernment of Liberia and her
development partners have contributed significatdlythe empowerment of youth

especially the former combatants. Many individualed institutions (Search for
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Common Grountf, Martha Mutisf®, Christopher Maclay and AlpaslanOzerd&m
have done case studies and research on this sul§eceral key factors in the
development and empowerment of youth in varioust@s the world over and in
particular those that Liberia has strong intermatioelations with will be reviewed to
respond to the research questions and the resegich

This chapter also emphasizes the self-help inreatiwhich may not be the only

means undertaken by youth in their own empowerment.

3.2 Government’s mechanisms to empower the youth post-war Liberia

Ever since the 14 years of civil war ended in Lidben 2003, immense efforts have
been made to empower the youth of Liberia, thiscdrom the fact that the youth of
Liberia were the ones that were mostly affectedh@ycivic crisis; they were part of
those then children that associated with the fighforces or groups in Liberia. The
President of Liberia in her inaugural speech in@6Mhphasized the empowerment of
youth as one of the key priorities of her governtifefTo gauge the extent to which
this priority has been achieved can only be asdebssethe youth themselves.
However, the GOL has been making frantic effortsmiprove her foreign relations
with many developed and developing countries thatild/ be very influential in the
empowerment of youth. According to one senior gonant official in charge of
youth affairs interviewed during the research, “thfgerian government has received
millions of dollars from the governments of Chiremd Sweden to promote youth

empowerment, and also the GOL herself has takdiatimes to send Liberian youth

* Youth to Youth: Measuring Youth Engagement in Liberia 2012: Search for Common Ground,
Ministry of Youth and sports, and American University

* Martha Mutisi. Interrogating traditional youth theory: Youth peace building and engagement in
post-conflict Liberia; 2012 African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD).

4 Maclay, C. and Ozerdem, A. (2010). Use them or Lose Them. Engaging Liberia's Disconnected Youth
through Socio-political Integration, International Peacekeeping

“Inaugural speech: http://www.emansion.gol.Ir/doc accessddlgr20, 2013
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to Kenya, China, Tanzania, Ghana, USA for furtheidies”. The official further
asserted that all of these are being done tolftii# promise made by the president
during her inaugural speech. The GOL has encouraggtihational corporations and
other public corporations to initiate the vacatjobs programme to incorporate youth
during their long vacation. All of these initiatvevill need to be properly analyzed to
see the degree to which they are impacting on és&etl beneficiaries. Against this
background, this research undertook to review thpaverment from two aspects;
the depth, and breadth of the youth empowermertie depth would look at the
extent to which the empowerment programme is impgcbn the economic
development of youth, while the breadth will lodklze social and political aspects of
youth empowerment.

Similar analysis was carried out by Christopher Myand Alpaslan Ozerdem
in their writing ‘Use’ Them or ‘Lose’ Them: EngagirLiberia’s Disconnected Youth
when they looked at the vertical and horizontal thoempowerment of youth in
Liberia after the disarmament, demobilization anoutii empowerment of ex-
combatant€. For this research, the vertical youth empowernsententrated on how
the government has been able to provide sustaimatxene generation activities for
youth to enable them look after themselves andr tdependents; the horizontal
empowerment will look at the extent to which goveemt is capacity or providing
the enabling environments for youth to have thepuis in political and social
developments in their communities and the cournfgwards his end, the research
sampled the views of some 240 youths and 30 athdisding government officials
from Margibi and Montserrado Counties. About 70ceet of the youth that were

interviewed felt that government has not done micclempower the youth of the

“8Maclay, CHristopher. and Ozerdem, A. (2010). Use them ae Them Engaging Liberia's
Disconnected Youth through Socio-political Integration, Intéonat Peacekeeping
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country despite all of the support they the govesnmis getting form foreign
governments, the youth looked at their empowerrfremh the vertical aspects, they
saw their empowerment as the provision of employn@nloans from banks to
enable them make business to earn income, whidrdiog to them will make them
part of the society. As for the government officilley gauged their success in youth
empowerment from the point where government hadt ostitutions that are
providing skills for the youth. But is the provisicof skills enough to empower
youth? Are the markets to absorb the skills thataamilable on the market? These are
some of the reasons that have left to most of xheoenbatants that participated in the
youth empowerment programme in Liberia to say, ttet UN's skill training youth
empowerment programme had provided little altemeatd the combatant lifestyle:
‘The programme was fine, but after the programnigtwvas the impact so that they
don’t go back to where they were befot&?"

According to Morlue 2011, Sustainable LivelihoodSL) equals, market
survey (MS) plus Skills training (ST), divided btagup package (SP) plus small
business management skills (SBMS) times communiyolvement (CI) thus:
SL=MS+ST/SP+SBMSXCP. Ozerdem and Maclay further argued that “the
economic youth empowerment programmes have noteased issues of youth
empowerment directly enough, and that targetedtigalli and social engagement
strategies from a vertical and horizontal integmatiperspective would be more

effective in the re-engagement of youth in civilidife”®’. The GOL Poverty

“SChristopher Maclay, C. and A. Ozerdem, (2010). Use threhose Them. Engaging Liberia’s
Disconnected, in International peacekeeping 2010 17 (3)36@3

%0 sylvester M.N. Morlue: (2011); Influence Of Survival $&gies On Youth empowerment Of War
affected children/youth In Monrovia, LiberiA Research Project Report at the University Of Nairo
2011

*IChristopher Maclay and A Ozerdem. (2010). Use them ae Them Engaging Liberia's
Disconnected Youth through Socio-political Integration, Intéeonal Peacekeeping 2010 p. 17 (3),
343-360
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Reduction Strategy and they statement by the laberpresident on youth

empowerment will need to go from mere strategy ditipal statements to actions.
The GOL and her development partners need to ss®me of moral obligations to
developed youth led and adult guided empowermengramme that will not only

look at the vertical empowerment but also the lomial concept as well. The
Liberian Poverty Reduction Strategy mentioned salefthat the marginalization of

youth and women and the mismanagement of nati@sglurces were widespread,
which contributed to stark inequalities in the distition of benefits also, the

situation of Liberian youth was another major comcexpressed at the county level;
the prevailing increasing the risk of a return tolence. Coupled with the breakdown
of traditional values and norms as a result of thar, the situation of youth is a
potentially volatile security challenge?

This is a clear indication of the concern for yowmpowerment to be
highlighted, but again, the actuality need to bens&@he post war country has many
challenges of restoring the basic social servideressing unemployment, reducing
poverty of her less than four million populatiordsstrengthening state institutions to
handle the many challenges; also more has to be ttoavert issues of youth that
have to be addressed to mitigate the discontentofgrduth who make up more than
60 percent of the country’s population. The veftarad horizontal empowerment are

connected in many way, hence they should be caouetbgether.

3.3 The influence of training on the empowerment ofouth
Training in formal or informal education has beeersin many circles as a means of

empowering youth to achieve social status in thegieties especially those in post

’Government of Liberia, .Liberia Poverty Reduction Strategy (20@8nrovia, Liberia, Government
of Liberia
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conflict countries like Liberia; but the sustainahiof the empowerment of those
youth is very critical. Williamson (2005); in higview of the DDR programme in
Liberia said that war affected children/youth inbéiia placed high value on
education because it enhances future employmespects, because being a student
changes the way one is perceived in the commuribnsequently enhances
community acceptances.

Surveys on the children that have been recruitéd fighting forces has
shown that the majority of them have been childiigst live and or work in the
streets, girls that have suffered abuses, childvah of school and separated.
According to Lloyd Feinberg of DCOF, significant employment and lack of
educational opportunities can fuel political dissfattion among youths who resort to
violence?®. Williamson also urged that, ensuring opportusifier children to return to
school or receive skills training is a major facitorsuccessful youth empowerment.
He said, “The provision of these skills will notlprelp children to establish a new
identity, it also increased their acceptance byilflgraommunity members and peers.”
However, it is worth noting that what-so-ever skittaining or education that was
offered to the child must bring about a long tempact to the child taking into
consideration the demand on the market. Nicolad, @npplehorn pointed out that
war and education can impact on the lives of whecadd youth in different ways and
environments.

The empowerment of war affected children/youth ey those that were
active in the civil crisis is a complete nightmdrecause some of them may have

taken up adult responsibilities expected of themhiwithe communalities without the

*Avww. http\\America.gov archive 2011 accessed 2011

* Nicolai, and CarlTripplehorn(2003): The role of educatiopriotecting children in conflict
Humanitarian practice netwkgaper accessed June 2013,
http//www.odi.org.uk/resources/docs

Susan
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necessary support to sustain them. As a resuly e involved in anti-social
activities to meet the demand, hence, perpetuatipma of their association with the
fighting forces. On the other hand, there are Vifacted children/youth who were not
well prepared to take up such a responsibilityrefere, they have to look up to other
for assistance for their survival. In Liberia, UNBE reported that about 70% of the
war affected children/youth that are youth said thay are supporting themselves
while some still get support from their parents &oeh other relatives.

The lack of well-designed and acceptable standanidsiples for carrying out
sustainable programme for youth empowerment ofaff@cted children/youth really
brought confusion amongst key actors in disarmameamobilization, and youth
empowerment programme and this is still the casanyMyouth empowerment
programmes is not based on scientific findings, tather based on the whims and
believes of the leaders of the programme hence,irtipacts are not felt. The
confusion was built around what are the key fadiodse considered in the design and
implementation of a sustainable youth empowermeagnam and who to benefit
from special programmi

The International Labour Organization (ILO) has riduout that the social
youth empowerment of war affected children/youthmere complicated than for
adults because it must address not only the usagtagammes of education, vocational
training and employment but it should take into sidaration special psychosocial

(horizontal) and educational activities to help yoeth empowerment

55 UNICEF;Specht, I.&Tefferi, H.. Impact Evaluation ofd@ramme forChildren Associated with
Fighting Forces (CAFF) in Liberi®2007, Monrovia, Liberia

% Sylvester M.N. Morlue; (2011) Influence Of Survivat&iegies On Youth empowerment Of War
affected children/youth In Monrovia, LiberiA Research Project Report at he University Of dlaiir
2011

*International Labour Organization , ILO Manual on Training &mployment Options for Ex-
Combatants 2007
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Skills/apprenticeship/vocational training has beeanother youth
empowerment initiative that has been provided to aifected children/youth in
countries returning from war. In Mozambique, it waseported that
skills/apprenticeship and vocational training prbgeiccessful in providing livelihood
for war affected youth particularly those that wépek active part in the fighting.
Boothby stated that children that went throughtth&ing said that the opportunities
have offered the means of obtaining money whichdase their transition to civilian

life S8,

3.4 Youth empowerment and Liberia’s international relations
Liberia is one of the poorest countries in the @Wocloupled with the fact that it is just
returning from a civil crisis that lasted more thandecade. The country has a
population of less than four million of which 70rpent is youth. The empowerment
of youth in Liberia will go a long way in the imprimg the country’s international
relations with her developed and developing coastrLiberia has made history for
being the only African country that has produced ohthe world’s best footballers
despite the country’s failure to participate in thigrofile international football
tournament like the World Cup. The civil war in tbeuntry brought about increased
suffering to the people especially the youth; doagonomic and cultural
infrastructures broke down, brain drain and desiwsacof many other fabrics in the
country.

The post war youth population of Liberia have lath@er time when they will
be counted as some of those youth with great wlend skills that other countries

will be in demand of, these were the words of ongoaith leader in Liberia. This and

**Boothby Neal.et al. Mozambique Child Soldier Life Outcdbedy Global Public Health, 2006
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other dream can only come to reality when the G@ate the enabling environment
for the youth to show case the skills and taleat they possess, the youth continued.
During the study the researcher too interest intnodshe responses provided by
youth as respondents; the researchers tried tothiekrelationships that Liberia has
with other countries outside of Africa, and how gbaelations have affected youth
empowerment in both positive and negative way hie énd, both youth and adult
respondents pointed to a strong relationship thberia has with China and the
United States of America; these relationships g@afijgche one with USA dated as
far back as the 17Century when freed slaves from the USA landedhensil of
Liberia.

Liberia and the USA are said to be long time tiaddl allies; as for China-
Liberia’s relationship, it has grown over the yeafter the Liberian civil crisis with
China being very supportive of the post-war develept programme of Liberia. 73
percent of the respondents said that Liberians tmtdSA and China when it comes
to development; 40 percent of the youth respondeait$ that they would turned to
China for skills and education because of what theye watched Chinese youth do
especially when it comes to the proficiency in fhduction of electronic and
electrical materials, while 35 percent stated tinaty would turn to USA because
youth there are very free in what-so-ever thingytlvgant to engage in; these
responses again take us back to the conceptstafaleand horizontal empowerment,
the youth that prefer to turn to China are lookatgthe vertical aspects of their
empowerment where they will be able to acquirelskihd knowledge in producing
items that will earn them a lot of income, while thnes that prefer to turn to the USA

are looking at the horizontal empowerment whereg th#l be free to say what they
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feel is affecting them. Also, negative sentimentowt how youth in America
indulged in activities that would not be permittedhe culture of Liberia.

Recently there have been several youth empowermgiattives undertaken
by youth from Ghana and Nigeria; they are engagetie promotion of ecommerce
business with individuals in the diaspora, and dls® creativity of a youth from
Nigeria to an African version of batntdn

The empowerment of youth in Liberia can go a loraywhen there is an
increase in the private public partnership in tlmintry. Globally, MicroSoft is
supporting youth empowerment initiatives that wiklp bridge the gaps between
unemployed youth and those of the adults. AlsoCiina, Nike and China Youth
Development Foundation Partner to Empower ChinesathY This project aimed to
empower Chinese youth to make a difference in tb@inmunities through spoffs
This project succeeded two other youth empowermpeséct that took place in China
which saw Chinese youth being trained as coach#gincommunities. The youth in
Liberia asserted that they are looking forwardhigirt government to open the market
or establish relationship with multinational corgidons that will provided them with
the relevant skills that will enhance their stritem sustainable empowerment.
During the research, 60 percent of the youth andtsadnterviewed said they are
looking up to government to build the capacity afuth and enact laws that will
improve the investment climates that will see mansfitutions coming to work with
youth while 28 percent opted for the improvementha private public partnership
like what is mentioned above. “The postwar stuégsechange programme that existed

between Liberia and other countries was one ofntleelium through which Liberia

9 BBC Focus on Africa TV News, African youth involvement indwative initiatives August 21 &
22,2013

®9BSR | CiYuan Case Study: Nike and China Youth Developfemdation Partner to Empower
Chinese Youth 2012
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strengthened her international relations with otleeuntries” says one of the

government officials interviewed.

3.5 The significance of international relations on thesocio-economic and cultural
development of Liberia
Cultural exchange, man power and infrastructureeldgment, public private
partnership, vigorous rule of laws and judiciarsteyn are but the key areas that
when strengthened can contributing factors to theias economic and cultural
development of Liberia. Liberia being one of theest countries in Africa and yet
one of the poorestFor example, the country rose to 169th place out8% countries
on the United Nations Human Development Index (HDB009, moving from near
the bottom in just six years after civil confli&s

it is making significant strides to improve theels/of her citizens through the
provision of basic social services, and improveldtiens with developed countries
says one of government officials interviewed. Hoerevthe gains made against the
Millennium Development Goals (MGDs) and pledges enag the Liberian leaders
during political campaigns and inaugural speechasg lbe very nominal as the effects
are not being felt by those at the grassroots ma@ youth. The research found out
that most of the reported gains or developmentsanéered on Monrovia, the capital
city of Liberia. Majority of youth interviewed ourtled their following as some of the
key challenges affected the social and economieldpment of the country despite
the many grants given by Liberia’s development nead: Lack of adequate health
facilities (there are only two semi-equipped goveent referral hospitals and few

trained doctors operating in the country); low a&scéo quality education, youth

51 Government of Liberia: Millennium Development Goapart 2004. Monrovia, Liberia,
Government of Liberia
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unemployment among others. These assertions hyotite were echoed in a research
under the theme Youth to Youth: Measuring Youth &gegmnent conducted by a pull
of researchers including Liberian youth supportg&barch for Common Ground, the
Ministry of Youth and Sports, and the American UWnsity. The objective of that
research was to gauge the varying priorities tbabds and youth have when it comes
to investing in youth policy and developm&niThis study has brought to light some
of the key issues that need to be examined on hewalbove mentioned variables can
contribute the economic and social developmenhefdountry; the youth are said to
be the future leaders of the country, hence theeldpment of their capacities to
effective undertake such an uphill task must ptied.

Over the years, cultural exchanges between Likemich some of her closed
international allies like United States of Ameri@and China have increased
tremendously with Chinese Government providing hagenber of scholarships to
Liberian youth to study in at undergraduate andlgaée universities in China, it is
worth nothing that, those studies do not go withieatrning the Chinese language
thereby spreading the use of Chinese language yadebad. This is among some of
the strategies that the Chinese government is usgingicrease her presence in
particularly Liberia and the African continent arde®® On the other hand, Liberia
and America have more than 150 years of friendlg that saw Liberians including
military and para-military men and women, teachdms;tors and other professional
being trained in America, more 3000 American Pegaam volunteers sent to Liberia

where they served as teachers, and other profedsidrle at the same time learning

%2 Youth to Youth: Measuring Youth Engagement in Liberia (20%2arch for Common Ground,
Ministry of Youth and sports, and American University

®3Kurlantzick, J. et al.: China’s Africa Strategy:New Approach to Development and Diplomacy?
December 12, 2006 Washington, D.C.
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Liberian language and cultures. The exchanges baege Liberia and her partners
make significant gains in sustaining their inteioradl relations.

Also, can has doubled aid to Liberia since the @nthe 14 years civil crisis;
the aid which came in the form of provision of Ed man power and equipment to
support in the reconstruction of road and othaastfuctures in post-war Liberia. The
aid is provided to Liberia without any attachmentpolitical reform as outlined by
Kurlantzick, J., Shinn D., and Pei M. in their pretation. The strategy is further gear
towards empowering Chinese companies to investilierla, which in itself will
provide more employment opportunities for unemptby@hinese and Liberians
especially the youth, and since in fact Chinese paonies are better placed to deal
with the security and political risks that may begent in some of the hard-to-work

countries like Liberi&?

3.6  The role of the Liberian youth in their own empwerment programmes

The issue of the empowerment of youth is continlyoteking lead ways in much
international discourse, to date, the African UniBaropean Union, United Nations,
World Bank, Faith Based Organizations, and natiqg@alernments have worked
tirelessly to promote the participation of youthtieir own development. However,
the extent of the participation of youth may beiteéd to some extent because of
cultural and traditional practices in some conteStsme of these biases start from the
very beginning which is the definition of youth. Liberian, the term youth has been
defined in many ways depending on the subject ad hhe time, the gender, age, and
culture. In Liberia, like most African countrie$iet concept of youth may be viewed

from the biological (ages 15-35 years) and culfueeceptive (has gone through the

84 urlantzick, J. et al: China’s Africa Strateqgy: AetN Approach to Development and Diplomacy
December 12, 2006 Washington, D.C
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traditional rites). According to Ismail et al (20@b) and as mentioned by Mutisi M.
(2010; 95) youths in West Africa are characteribgdhardship, political exclusion
and disenfranchisemé&nt The youth makes up about almost 70 percent of the
population, which means if the youth are econoryiatd politically marginalized to
a very high degree, this could be the beginninghef post-war country going back
into chaos and anarchy. Many social, political ststs (Robert Kaplay, Jack
Goldstone and other theorists) have predicted yéedhviolence, criminality and
insecurity in contemporary world. Matisu furtheuoged the findings from
anthropologist Richards (2005 in his studies oretid and Sierra Leone; Richards
foresaw the likelihoods of youth engaging in viaenf state and non-state actors
continue to alienate them in decision maRfnghese and much other assertion take
us back to the significance of youth involvementhieir own empowerment.
Programmes aiming empowering youth should view lyaag beneficiaries,
partners and leaders at all aspect of the engagePenticipation is a right according
to the United Nations Convention on the Rights dftdld; it is the right of young
people to participate in decisions that will afféoeir lives in accordance to their age
and level of maturity. With this in mind, regionahd national governments are
obliged to promote the participation of youth dttiahes and in all matters of concern
to them. During the research, youth respondentegoatally stated that their
participation in their own empowerment is very mioim; all decision affecting them
are made by the government and the decisions irdpms¢hem. The youth indicated
that their participation in some of the decisiors anly done so for political reasons

which are very temporaryhtw can you and your people go and sit and deciukst w

®Martha Mutisi. Interrogating traditional youth theory: Youptace building and engagement in post-
conflict Liberia, 2012 African Centre for the ConstiuetResolution of Disputes (ACCORD).

°® |bid.
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is good for me, without consulting us, or everoif gonsult us on something, we give
our inputs, you go and change tHémthe saying of one youth leader in Monrovia.
One may argue that the youth do not have the reteeaucation, skills and
knowledge to full participate in their empowermemnit that does not in away justify
the marginalization of youth in decision affectithgm. During the research, majority
of the youth and adults that were in favor of yoethpowerment highlighted the
following as ways in which youth want to be invalvie their own empowerment:
Youth as leader: the respondents said they waseéoyouth as leaders in shaping
their own destiny; they want to take leading rote identifying their issues,
prioritizing them, and recommending to local andioral government appropriate
strategies to achieve them.

Youth as beneficiaries; at this stage, youth wél $een as beneficiaries of
project that they have been involved in craftingl ghey are now benefitting from it.
Notwithstanding, they are still to be involve incégon making concerning the
changes and sustainability of the project outcontegs is to ensure proper
accountability not only to the donors as was themm previous practices, but also,
accountability to the beneficiaries who are inltiveg run going to be the indicators of
the success of the projects.

Youth as participants: youth are often times mewmttbas the “future leaders
of any country” therefore for there to be a countimat is well developed and
functional, the future leaders which in this cage youth must be included and
[actively] participate in decisions making and stures at the community, country

and national levels.

®Interview with Nubantu NCube, a youth in Monrovia, July 2013
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The above mentioned ways proposed by the youth imeé with the United
Nations Development Programme Three-lens approachyaduth participation
“Development assistance should work for the benefit youth (as target
beneficiaries), with youth as partners, and be gtbpy youth as leader. .This is an
assets approach to youth participation in developmehich appreciates and
mobilizes individual or group talents and strengthather than focusing only on
deficits (needs), problems or threats and is reférto as the three-lens approach to
youth participatiofi®®.

Youth in Liberia have tried to ensure that theirtiggpation in issues that are
affecting them are further enhanced through theitiatives. They have formed
themselves or aligned to/into smaller groups/assioti or network of young Liberian
to support each other; the formation of these gsdikg motorcycles union, Young
Men Christian Association (YMCA), Young Women Chias Association (YWCA),
Federation of Liberian Youth (FLY) and Margibi YbduNetwork (MAYONET) are
some of the active and influential youth groupstaoted during this research. These
youth groups have tried to provide the some formcapacity building to their
members to enable them fully participate in th@naempowerment. The actual fact
that belonging to these group provide some fornbariding for the youth thereby
fulfilling their sense of belongings as indicatedAbraham Maslow in his Hierarchy
of needs, and the horizontal empowerment (socptalamentioned by Ozerdem and
Maclay above. Since | joined MAYONET, | have seen that my life ¢ti@anged in a
direction that | feel empowered; | have been ablenetke my voice heard | youth and
national gathering at county and national levels;was even the same level of

enthusiasm that led me to push my bit for runnis@ @arliamentarian for my district

®8 http//:www.ygproject.org accessed on August 25, 2013
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in the last national electidf’ saysUrais Brooks Jr. a 30 year old active menufer
MAYONET. Liberian youth are not just sitting and iitag for the GOL to make way
for them, they have taken the responsibility of tipgrating in their own

empowerment; this was emphasized by Mitisi (2008) as quoted by Munive (2010)
“the very act of hustling — which is characterizgdhigh levels of mobility, intense
use of social networks and creativity — demystiftae conception that Liberian
youths are static, and always waiting for change ctme externally. Such
inventiveness demonstrates how youths have dewtlapeative responses to
violence, inequality and povert{ This the level of creativity exhibited by the ymy

in coping with the world around them.

3.7 The role of the communities in youth empowernm programmes

“The community is the second known protective eritlat a child/youth has, and it is
expected to take the role of parents in shaping skids and minds of the
youth.“These community members formulate traditional noemd practices that
these young people are to conform to, these vermnsalefines the cutoff point
between youth and adulthood and sets expectatiwribd youth. Many of these rules,
practices are passed down from generations to gdimers. But giving the
contemporary society we find ourselves in, sonthaxfe norms and practices are not
seem to be holding any longer, the coming of telcigyo global laws and policies
have even exacerbated the transformdfiom local chief in Kakata stated. The role
of community members in the empowerment of youthvesy vital to the

sustainability of youth programme; community mensbaeed to first value these

% Interview with Urais Brooks July 2013

"9 Martha Mutisi (2008). Interrogating traditional youth thedfputh peace building and engagement
in post-conflict Liberia, 2012 African Centre for tienstructive Resolution of Disputes

(ACCORD)

! Interview with a local chief Momo Kpaih in kakata, Jag13
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youth from within the community before they are egqmted outside; this process
brings about a community cohesion process whichpast of the horizontal
empowerment; but this can only be done also ifytbeng people have a sense of
direction and value themselves. The communitiesLiberia are said to be
homogeneous which is a strength in the empowerofeyduth is. Many adults in the
communities have now taken back seats in effeca@sion making, and gave the
support to the youth to make decisions in issuatate affecting them; the role of the
adult community members is now limited to advisong.

But in this case studies, there were different epgined brought forward by
youth leaders in communities in Kakata, and Moradsecause of their urbanization;
Adults in Kakata felt that support to the empowaentnaf youth is seen mostly in the
sporting aspects, where tournaments and other stsréee organized to bring youth
together to form a common ground; while others &dit Kakata and Monrovia
stated that these days the coming of the various movies anelsstyave eroded our
culture to the extent that the young people dowwnit to listen to adults any longer,
they do their own thingd. These different assertions are a wake-up caildio
investigation to be launched on the relations betwadults and young people
especially when it comes to the youth empowermadtlts are still seeing young
people as agent of destruction, and this neede fordven and disproven in a more
scientific way.

“Adults are the ones that serve as teachers, ppalsi of schools or colleges; they are
servicing a national and local leaders, so they chée use those powers to help

improve the lives of the youth people, one youwttidein Monrovia expressed’

72 |Interview with a youth leader ( Alfred Nemeneh) In Monrovia, July 2013
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In essence the roles of adults in youth empowernsemiore of an advisory role than
decision making ones; they (adults) will have tbrsées in consultation with youth,
befriend them (youth) and see them take the negeas#ons gear toward their own

empowerment.

3.8 Challenges

These challenges are stated as they were presémpte@spondents during the
research, some may be similar to what other studiresyouth in Liberia have
presented.

Liberia is a post-war country that haspeedominantly youthful population
that has enormous divergent challenges that iscalpof any post-war developing
country. During this research, youth and adults eveery categorical is stating the
challenges that youth in Liberia are faced withteir quest to empowerment. The
following were listed as some of the major chalEenghat are preventing youth
empowerment:

Limited youth representation at county and natiotetels to effectively
propagate the views of youth; the youth represemat at national level are political
projects who are planted to showcase the goverrimeptomises of youth
empowerment, but those youth do not look behindtakee matter of youth
empowerment any more serious for fear of losing jbbs.

Limited access to quality post-secondary public deraic and training
institutions: in the country there are only two piabuniversities, three teacher
training colleges, and five community colleges afiag, and these institutions will

require some fees for admission of students; scslulas for national or international
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studies are not granted on a merit basis, but matleed by public officials to educate
their children or siblings.

Limited public health facilities: there are verywfepublic health facilities in
the country with limited capacity to provide thderant health services to especially
young people, young people especially girls dieirdupregnancy or when giving
birth.

Lack of formal employment opportunities for youtlerethose that are out of
universities/colleges; the employment opportunitly ffouth in the public sector is
very limited if not absent. According to the LilseriLabour Force Survey 2010, a
third of the youth are employed, and about 90 petroé that group is employed in the
informal settings (petit businesses, small scalecafjure etc.), the youth indicated
even those that are involved in the informal emplegts, they do not have access to
bank loans to support their businesses.

Lack of willingness on the part of central governme translate words into
deeds when it comes to youth empowerment
Youth empowerment programmes are not based onneé@dbut rather one that the
local or national authorities feel is of priorityt #he time.

Traditional and cultural practices and beliefs a#l denying youth the opportunities

to fully participate in decision making at commynitountry and national levels.

3.9 Conclusions
After a thorough review of the research and theoséary data accessed, the
empowerment of post-war Liberia to enhance intéonat relations is gaining some

momentum, since in fact numerous of studies haea b@dertaken to understand the

3 Challenges as presented by the respondents during thecheseduly 2013
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roles of the various stakeholders including youtienselves in their own
empowerment. International relations between Libemd China on one hand, and
Liberia and America on the other hand have seethy@mpowerment emancipated to
some extent; youth are sent for further studiesxahange in one country or another
and skills and knowledge gained used to improve $oeial and economic
development of their respective countries. Glohall§iscussions on youth
empowerment are taking center stage at meeting®d, and regional leaders.

It is however worth nothing that the achievemerftsyauth empowerment
initiatives have their own challenges especiallysirch a post-war country where
almost all of the youth have been affected by theyédars of civil crisis and their
expectations are very high. The GOL has made sigmif strides in putting youth
empowerment on the agenda of the PRS, and othenatgynal recovery projects or
programmes. Liberia has signed but has not ratiftegl African Youth Charter.
Despite all of the challenges presented by youtthéoempowerment of youth, the
youth themselves have taken bold steps to plagdirig role in the empowerment of
youth, this is manifested by the different prograesmor projects undertaken by youth
groups to build the capacity and increase the bawmhesions among the youth
populace in the country. The issues of youth empmeat in any country with a high
youth population like Liberia needs to be given rkesttention and preventive
mechanisms put in place to avoid youth led violemeceninality, demonstration and
other formal unrests as a result of youth feelihgnarginalization; let it be noted that
these preventative initiatives should be undertalgtn youth as beneficiaries,

participants and leaders in their chat their progres.
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CHAPTER FOUR
YOUTH EMPOWERMENT IN POST-WAR LIBERIA: A

CRITICAL ANALYSIS

4.1 Introduction

The conduct of field research, collecting for imf@tion from secondary resources
and linking those pieces of divergence informatwas what the previous chapter
focused on. The involvement of various stakeholderyouth empowerment, the
connections between youth empowerment and intemmaltirelations needed not be
over emphasized as this was the overarching puigiabés research.

This chapter is going to come up with the key enmgrgssues from the
research as indicated in the previous chapteraatrough analysis of those issues
as they relate to the objective of this researdhlwe done. Issues relating to youth
empowerment are no more an individual country déimgsoblem; this issue has
taken central stage in almost all forums of glotnsnational, regional and sub-
regional leaders; in 2010, young people employmssiies was very high at the
during the International year of the Youth, thatetirey later led to a meeting of the
UN General Assembly on youth in July 2611That meeting acknowledged the
employment issues of youth as a key challenge alédcon all governments to take
practical actions toward reducing that elementamftlh empowerment. This is based
on the premise that 50 percent of the global pdjulais youth, to that end
sociologists, and anthologists hold the view thay aation with a large youth
population is at risk of violence, and criminalthgcause the vulnerability of those

youth makes them even more susceptible to recraitinéo fighting forces. On the

4 United Nations: United Nations World Youth Report: Deepmons about employment prospects
& calls for increased investment; 2011 United Nations, Newk
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other hand, some researchers differed with theepéion held by those social
scientists about youth; arguments have eruptedhenperceived nature of youth.
Youth to others, are of very high value becausehef energy, enthusiasms, and
innovation that they hold, they are able to make world a better place for all;
therefore, they should be empowered to take theeabln initial stages. The role of
Information Communication Technology in the empawent of the youth who are
said to be marginalized in the society as a redulick of access to information and
inability to effectively communicate with their psewill form a substantive argument

in this paper.

4.2 Emerging issues

4.2.1 Low participation of youth in decision making

Participation is a part of human right that all pleoirrespective of their sex, age,
nationality, creed, religion or social status; thias affirmed in the United nations
Convention of the Rights of the Child Articles 2dat?’®. State parties are to ensure
that these rights are upheld by all, ironically,ist the same state parties that
sometimes abrogate these rights through their antslisregard for the involvement
or active participation of youth and young peomlalecision making at all levels. In
effect, some governments may see you empowermerixt@sding invitations to
youth groups to attend meetings where their vomesuggestions would not be
considered valid, this is not what the concept aftipipation imply. From the
research and review of other resources on thig tiphas become evidently cleared
that participation can be effective depending eangtope and domain of the events or

activity, and the category of participants. Accaglito Oakley, P. and Marsden, D,

"United Nations: United Nations Convention on the Rights ofxhiéd 1989
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participation varies from one setting to anottitat some, it is a matter of principle;
for others, practice; for still others, an end tself"’.

In the context of youth empowerment, the researaloeid want to agree with
the assertion made by Oakley and Mard8enmmunity participation as the process
by which individuals, families, or communities amguresponsibility for their own
welfare and develop a capacity to contribute toirthmvn and the community’s
development. In the context of development, contynparticipation refers to an
active process whereby beneficiaries influence thection and execution of
development projects rather than merely receivehares of project beneff€This
definition gives a vivid description on how youthllviike to see their participation.
Youth participation needs to be fully explained aimdlerstood by all stakeholders so
that decision made are not considered as mererihetgolitical statement.

The fact that participation is very critical to osrship, the participation
should begin at the very stage where participants particular meeting/programme
or events are selected based on well participaelgction process where the merits
and demerits of purpose and process will be wetleustood by all. According to
AmartyaSen’s (1999) and as emphasized by Bjornst&gigger, “greater freedom
enhances the ability of people to help themseladg@influence the world, and these
matters are central to the process of developfienThe youth in post-war Liberia

will further enhance their empowerment and futuesedlopment if and only if they

are given the freedom required to fully participatedecision making processes the

8 Oakley, P. and Marsden, D (2007): Understanding Communitycipatton

" Ibid.

"Bbid.

79Bjt‘)rn—St‘)renGigIer Including the Excluded- Can ICTs empower poor communities Towards an
alternative evaluation framework based on the capability approach; Paper for 4th International
Conference on the Capability Approach 5-7 September, 2004 University of Pavia, Italy; London School
of Economics, United Kingdom, August 1, 2004
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nation over; in that way, they will be able to comp with factors that will be
important to the success of their empowerment.

Youth in Liberia have seen their participation ame of the events as one that
is marked by gross disregard of the opinions of¢hthe beneficiaries; some of the
youth that are selected to attend or benefit fromesinitiatives are selected because
their parents or relatives are in decision makingharity. UNESCO and other
development partners have also acknowledged tleaemhpowerment of youth for
smooth transition into productive adulthood willquire coherent efforts of all
development partners including youth themselves2068, UNESCO developed a
strategy on African youth titled: Towards an EnaglPolicy environment For Youth
Development and Civic Engagement in Africa (20092

In that strategy, youth participation and inclusiemmne of the three objectives
areas that need to be critically analyzed and impleged. UNESCO has purpose to
work with the AU Commission to focus fostering anuratic and inclusive
representation concerns for youth as well as primgogouth-led activities at the
community level. It is worth noting here that youtarticipation on the continent is
gaining some momentum; there have been youth groapsed and styled sub-
regional or regional youth movement, youth parliateghat meet to plan advocacy
programme and so forth, to some extent, they ar@vad in decision making, but to
what degree do their participations bring to besrsgure on the governments to
understand the benefits of youth participation @tision making. In Liberia, the
participation of youth is said to be more egoisticl tokenistic where the voices of

youth leaders are silence as soon as they are gomae positions in government that

8United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural organizat2®10): UNESCO SHS STRATEGY
ON AFRICAN YOUTH 2010
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guench their quest for power and when they aravalibto participate in a once while
occasion or process that just for the name thatphaeticipated.

Youth in Liberia are still grabbling with how, whevho to go about giving
grievances on issues that affecting them becaeseefs in political positions are
seen as backing one another so, issues of holdaujed or appointed leaders in
government is becoming a challenge. Youth employmexs pointed out during the
study as one of the means in which youth are empivi® fully participate in the
reconstruction of the war-ravished nation. The labdity and accessibility of decent
and productive work for the youth is still in itsrinative stage in Liberia with being
given jobs occasionally which is viewed by manyludag the youth a mere
tokenistic and political which is not sustainablelaloes not promote the values and
self-esteem of youth people; the GOL is yet to capevith a Decent and Productive
work bills/ laws that will see job being created fmuth people who make up the
majority of the population and work force of Liberand those jobs should help to
sustain their communities through the use of eamesburces which the youth
themselves and national leaders will see as patplowerment.

In furtherance of the many concerns for youth engrovent, the African
Union developed a Ten- year Plan of Action on yaripowerment and development
which would see youth empowerment through meaninggtticipation at all levels as
one of the key priorities; towards that end thedunhas categorically stateldat “a
new emergent and integrated Africa can be fullylized only if its demographic
advantage “large population of youth” is mobilizeahd equipped to help drive

Africa’s integration, peace and development agefilaro achieve this, stakeholders

81 African Union : African Youth Decade (2009-2018) Plan ofiéwtAccelerating Youth
Empowerment for Sustainable Development May 2011
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will have to appreciate and take advantage of, filélling potential, skills,
knowledge, and the social coherence of the youslveaty stage of this journey.

In Liberia, we have seen how social cohesion igihglin bringing back
youth that participated as perpetuators and victinthe 14 years civil war to their
communities, and get involve in other meaningfutoime generation activities;
similarly, we have seen how youth in Nigeria, GhaKanya and other African
countries are making use of their potential andissko through the use of ICT to
bring about changes in their communities, natiom$ thhe continent at large. Those
gains can only sustainable if the youth get theledesupport from the adults through
drafting and passing of legislations and policyt théll see youth participation in
decisions making as a cornerstone of any sociabnauic, and development
initiative. On the contrary, if youth participatias not seen as an emerging issues in
the contemporary development issues, they (youilhjoe disenfranchised and made
solve to taking issues up in their own way, whichyrmot be necessary the right
option.

Youth unemployment can be considered as a participessue as well. Youth
unemployment in Africa in stands between 5-60 parge with Rwanda accounting
for the lowest and South Africa the higifésthis high rate of youth unemployment
according to the Regional overview of youth in &&iis mainly due to the mismatch
the educational system and the skills needed ®mihrket, and the saturated public
services with few private sectors. In Liberia, iasvobserved that because of the
limited options for education for youth especighgst-secondary one, young people
leaving secondary schools will all want to enrdlkt@e only public university which

does not have the capacity to absorb all of theentban 30 thousand candidates,

82United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and thetétl Nations Programme on Youth:
Regional Overview of Youth in Africa ; facts sheets; Http/w.socialun.org/youthyear 2011
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consequently, those that did not get the oppostunitenter have to look around for
what-so-ever educational opportunity that come®sacithem, or resolve to other
informal activities.

Conversely, we need to understand that getting duncagion does not
automatically mean that one is empowered unless gheson is able to use that
education to make changes in his/her life. Curyeitl Liberia, government work
force of about 39,000 of which 36 percent is yoath of the 69 percent of active
employed yout®. That means for the education to contribute to @mgsment of
youth, the learner should have various options fremere which they are supported
to make decision that will help them through ateaving the learning institution.
Decision makers need to be very conversant of tissses when making decision.

Also, the concept of youth empowerment is stillngeiully digested by youth
themselves; youth see empowerment manly from @iessthat they find themselves
in in the society because of their economic stagdintheir community, as compare
to their meaningful participation in decision maffh that perception of youth needs
to be changed by getting youth groups to furthersisiege their peers through
workshops or awareness meetings on what youth eesnposwnt is all about. This will
further help demystify that perception that youtmpewerment is the sole

responsibility of government and her partners.

4.2.2 Limited government policies to promote youtlempowerment
The Liberian Poverty Reduction Strategy, an exmestatement by the President of

Liberia, and the National Youth Policy are all geawards promoting youth

8 Government of Liberia (2010): Report on the Liberi#ddar Force Survey 2010 February
2011:Monrovia, Liberia, Government of Liberia

#Maclay, C. and Ozerdem, A. (2010). Use them or Lose TRemaging Liberia's Disconnected
Youth through Socio-political Integration, Internationabekeeping
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empowerment. The means to go by turning thosersttts into actionable initiatives
is what that remain to be seen. The active ppgimn of youth decision making at
the local and national levels is an impetus fortanable peace and tranquility in
post-war Liberia. According to Maclay and Ozerdemless there were strategies to
ensure youth participation in social and economeévetbpment priorities, the
propensity for the youth to return to conflict wasninent®.

The GOL and her development partners need to vewye nproactive in
designing policies and strategies that will promibie participation of youth. Liberia
has signed but has not yet ratified the Africanddoniouth Charter which is the
foundation block on which “Africa Youth decade” Wie achieved. This means
national leaders and their governments should pa#etical actions in designing and
implementing policies at national and local leveMdso, the policies need to be
coherent so that they help the decision makingrasdlts to be holistic. For example,
there should be strong policy on improving the adion system so that by the time a
young person is leaving from one stage to anothey, are well grounded to meet the
challenges. The GOL, development partners and ythémselves to come up with
strategy and programmes that will promote youthregméneurship for youth that
leave schools and want to run private business; ¢an be untaken in a way that
youth are not just provided with access to bank,ldaut they should be schooled on
how to run business through coaching, mentoringd,teaining to some extent. Young
people in Liberia lamented the lack of access tikbaans as ridiculous to achieving
their dreams of becoming young entrepreneurs. &olior promoting and protection
young people especially women at workplaces dosaetn to be helping in any way

for the youth in Liberia this is a situation thaisirseen many young people losing their

®Christopher Maclay, C. and A. Ozerdem, (2010). Use threbose Them. Engaging Liberia’s
Disconnected, in International peacekeeping 2010 17 (3)36@3-
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jobs without any justification. The effective impientation and monitoring of some
of the policies is very critical to the achievensenf what so ever objective that has
been planned.

Weak government system, lack of adequate resouaoésthe limited roles of
youth in the development, implementation and maimitpof the policies are but a
contributing factors in this regard. Accountabildi/the key duty bears is lacking and
unquestionable. In some instances, some law makersgrilled during elections
campaigns, but again, that does not hold much wadeause the youth are coherent
enough during such a highly charged political sea3tie government has too many
agencies that are involved in bits and pieces afttyeempowerment programme
which might make it even more complicated to hav¥iecéve accountability
framework.

The AU, ECOWAS, Mano River Union and other intergowmental bodies
have all made frantic efforts to creating youth igebk that will enhance the
empowerment of African youth; and national governtaehave been encourage to
have these policies incorporated in their PoverggdurRtion Strategy Papers. Some
countries have taken this approach too far to tkiene that they are making
significant strides in the youth empowerment dri@eme countries have developed
laws and policies that see their youth benefittingm young entrepreneurship
programmes and business start-up schemes supyrtadall industry development
organizations (SIDO), and bank loan schemes thavige technical skills and
financial access that will enable them generateesfmmm of livelihood.

In Liberia, some of these policies are only in imgtbut their implementations
are yet to begin despite the many findings andmecendations by researchers and

programme evaluation reports on youth empowermdfdre than half of the
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employed youth are said to be employed in the médrsettings like petite trade and
agriculture, some do not go and further becaustheflack of finances; they have
alluded their unemployment to lack of bank loarilfiées. As for the banking sectors,
they are said to be very hesitant to give loangotath or other small scale business
because of the low or no payback attitudes andlisence of assets that can serve as
collateral that have prevailed in post-war Libeifhe Liberian government and her
partners are yet to address some of these.

In many instances and in many policies on youth amgpment, special
emphasis are placed on programmes that will seeethigowerment of the most
vulnerable group to include people with disabititiggoung women and homeless
children, but on many occasions, little or nothingsaid or done to address some of
those concerns. The policies themselves are Kikddre they even enter the doors of
parliament. For policies to gain the requisite Vssg for implementation and
monitoring, they must be backed by legislations Wi#l ensure the enforceability and
hold national government and her partners resplasib

Globally, no one country is capable of single-haltgleproviding for her
citizens; they encourage multinational corporatidgheough sustained integration
relations to invest in their countries; setting thige for favorable investment
climate, there must be laws and policies to atiraastors. And when these investors
come in, government works to promote improvementthe social economic
environments of her citizens, towards that end, lipukprivate, partnership is
enhanced with accompanying corporate social redpibties.

Liberia is endowed is enormous resources that lavacted multinational
corporations like BHP Billiton, Arcelor Mittal, Fastone, China Union, just to name

but few that are currently operating and providemgployment to opportunities to
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many Liberian including youth. In her drive to prot@ youth empowerment, GOL
does not have legislative backed policies that gnitourage those companies to put
in place system that will see them design strasegeimprove the skills of the
manpower needed for the successful operation fair thhusinesses instead,
technocrats are brought from outside of the coumrystly the mother countries of
the companies to provide undertake such task; thleyuld establish training
institutions like what pre-war corporation LAMCOdBong Mines did to train youth
in country and abroad in the require skills for theooth operations of their
corporation which has even made Liberia to haveesimvel of engineers today.
When this is done, the country will even boast oéldied human capital
thereby breaking the circle of poverty gradualtyislextremely important for youth to
be involved in deliberations to commission new canips in a country or country;
this to provide youth the opportunity to activelgrficipate in decisions that will
improve their lives and that of the bettermenthdit entire community; but because
of the long held African traditional believes, psptions and practices of those in
leadership about youth, the participation of yostiusually low or tokenistic. Again,
those long-held traditional believes, practices paecteption of youth by community
leader may serve or is serving as an impedimenthéo achievement of youth
empowerment. For example in Kenya, young KenyanisGahalily who studied in
China made a small aircraft that can fly up todleud without a pilot on board. The
creative young man was stopped by the authoritidéeinya on grounds that he was

not licensed to do &b

8 http//:www.standardmedia.co.ke/ktn/video/watch/aeronakgicgineer-design-dron: accessed
August 29, 2013
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4.2.3 Information communication and technology (IC)

The use of ICT is a common meeting point for alityoin this era. The coming of the
ICT to Africa has really enlightened the minds diriéan youth to the extent that
Africa that was once considered the “hopeless nentl is now becoming the
hopeful continent”. ICT being an emerging issuegha effort of governments to
empower African youth, policies for youth empowentnshould not only be geared
toward others helping to create opportunities fouti to grow; the policies should
help promote innovative initiatives of youth to cbagreater heights in a more
sustainable manner.

The implications of using ICT to empower youth neéalbe critically viewed
from different angles; according to NeilaKabeer9@8) and as quoted by Bjorn-
SorenGigler, that empowerment fthe expansion in people’s ability to make
strategic life choices in a context where this ipilvas previously denied to th&%h
If this assertion holds, then the importance of i@Tthe empowerment of youth in
Liberia is very significant; the youth in Liberia$ been long denied of their ability to
make strategic choice because of the prolongetlwasi that brought the social and
economic development of the country to a compléaadsstill, with children now
youth being used and exploited in warring leadertheir quest for their selfish gains.
The access to and use of various ICT products loyhyim Liberia is yet to come to
speed with their counterparts in other developingntries. In Kenya, youth have
been involved in many innovations. The young maat first designed the mobile

money transfer technology, there is another oneitheented anti-theft device that

87Bjorn-SoérenGigler Including the Excluded- Can ICTs empower poormunities? Towards an
alternative evaluation framework based on the capability apprd®aper for 4th International
Conference on the Capability Approach 5-7 September, 2004tditiv of Pavia, Italy; London
School of Economics, United Kingdom, August 1, 2004
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uses SMS technology to both block and track cait®hehere is also a youth that
embarked on the designing a helicopter-like vehiggng local materials and
motorbike engine in his home tofinthese and many youth in Africa are doing and
continue to use ICT to come up with many innovatidout there are little or no
policies from government to see them achieve ttimams. In the case of post-war
Liberia access to ICT by youth is a luxury and aatecessity; in fact the increase
numbers of youth that access internet and are csanwewith the use of ICT are those
that sought refuge in other countries during thvd wiar.

According to report on a survey conducted by Cab&smmissions, and
Cybercafés: ICTs in Post-Conflict Liberia, Libehias one of lowest PC and Internet
penetration are among the lowest in the wdrldiith youth being the most regular
users. The report further indicated that by 201, &very 100 people were using the
internet. According to the same report, a surveyl60 cybercafés in greater
Monrovia saw that 95 percent of internet users ukecdybercafé, and 85 percent of
the same population reported accessing internethei@m mobile phones and the rest
of the five percent of users are those that aciceemet in their homes, offices and
very few schools. That being the case, the useCaf tb post-war Liberian youth
needs to be improved if they will HAVE TO use it sxcess information on
education, global innovations, and overall to emeatheir empowerment. As the
report stated, there were many youth who went ¢ocfber cafes to browse, but the
report did not state to what extent the browsirgafthe cultural norms and practices
of Liberia in particular and Africa in general; thg the research, most of the youth

respondents said that they learn a lot from yontiChina and America, and those

8 Government of Kenya, Vision 20-30: Information Communicatienhihology innovation award
May 2013; Government of Kenya

8 Kenya Television Network (KTN NEWS) accessed August2D1.3

90 The report “Cables, Commissions, and Cybercafés: ICPast-Conflict Liberia”
http://www.infodev.org/en/Publication.1201.html; accessed oguat 29, 2013
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lessons have impacted on their lives in a positkay and has increased their
exposure to the modern world; centrally to thosews, the adult respondents
attributed the changes in their community to thgatiee sites or movies that they
children accessed from video clubs and internefoAsnobile phone communication,

Liberia has three GSM mobile phone service provithed have been operating in the
country since 2001; to date, it reported that tHeae been a rise in the number of
persons that have access to and using mobile phBeeseen the years 2000 to 2010
the growth access and usage of mobile phone junffped 0.05 percent to 39.4

percent’.

Liberia has an ITC Policy which states that Libaridevelopment will depend
partly on how people [especially the youth] willeuECT to produce service or sell
services which will further enhance Liberia’s imational relations. This means, it is
incumbent upon the youth to use the technology mpaver themselves. But a
guestion that would come to the mind of the comrbieria is, how will the youth
be able to adequately use the ICT when schools ahdr institutions that are
responsible for man power development do not ew&s domputers and access to
internet connectivity. The ICT policy does no sthbw it is going to ensure equally
access to low cost ICT services in the country. ohding to the report from the
research conducted by Cables, Commissions, andr€afés in Liberia, 90 percent
the respondents that participated in the survethefcybercafés were males fairly
young and 52 of that number were between the ag@s-84 years, and 24 percent 24
years or younger. With that analysis, one can gakt that the youth are ones mostly
involved in the use of ICT, meaning, more needsaalone to further increase access

affordable ICT services. However, this paper wdikd to emphasize that the access

1 The report “Cables, Commissions, and Cybercafés: ICPast-Conflict Liberia”
http://www.infodev.org/en/Publication.1201.html; accessed oguat 29, 2013
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to ICT is not end to the means but rather the méaas end. The access to and use
of ICT does not mean the youth are empowered, Kdnly an tool that will help in
the attainment of the fully empowerment.

Many young school leavers in Liberia have seen aderpknowledge as a
career in itself, so, they opt for going to computaining institutions and at the end
they find themselves still lacking the requisite olitedge and skills to get
employment. The computer skills should be seen esngplementary knowledge to

formal education or training.

4.3 Conclusion

The low participation of youth in decision making seriously affected their

empowerment; government has limited policies incelahat calls for youth

empowerment, but the implementation of the policee® becoming another
nightmare; the emergence of the Information Comwation technology is

enhancing the empowerment of youth, but youth betia are seeing ICT as an end

to the means instead of a means to the end inghest to attain empowerment.
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CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION

5.1 Summary
Liberia suffered a brutal 14 years of civil war waihisaw many young people being
used as both perpetrators and victims of gruesommah rights violations and
abused. The war did not only expose the youth twifltloscenes and weapons of
destruction but up to now, the youth are still kaaing from the effects of the war
that also saw the destruction of infrastructureshe country, and livelihood of
families. At the moment, basic social services havebeen restored many parts of
the country, with some parts of the country beingpletely inaccessible by salon
vehicles despite efforts by the post-war electedegument of Africa’s first female
president. In Liberia, the youth makes up aboup&ent of the population which is
highly illiterate, with low or no participation idecision making processes at the local
and national level; and when such a youthful pdparda continues to suffer
marginalization, social scientist have predictedtttsuch marginalization amounts
disentrancement of the youth which will subsequettlad to the high rate of
criminality, violence, and even instability in aagile peaceful country like Liberia.
The Government of Liberia is making frantic effortsimprove the wellbeing of the
citizens particularly the youth.

Globally, the subject of empowering youth has bee@wen more urgent and
has drawn the attentions of leaders from all oherworld; therefore, relevant UN
agencies have been working with continental andregtonal integration groupings

and governments to address this growing issue ETinepean Unioff, United States,

%2 common Wealth Plan of Action for Youth Empowerment, 2007-2015
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United Kingdom, African Union, United Nations, a@dmmonwealth have all taken
steps to develop policies and charter on youth evepment® with the recognition
that the future will be in complete chaos and amartthe youth are not empowered;
so it is about time to take affirmative actionsmdigate the effects of such a global
nightmare.

While this paper recognizes the tireless effortsigpenade by the youth in
Liberia in finding solutions to their emancipatiofrom the dungeon of
marginalization to a world of equal participatiaor fall; even in the midst of all the
challenges that youth are going through, they ane careful on how to handle
situations that come across them thereby dispetieglong held notion of some
researchers in youth empowerment that disenfraedhysuth resolved to violence,
and criminality to make their case heard. On theeiohand, this paper wants to note
the immense contribution that the GOL and her m#gonal partners are making to
bring about the sustainable empowerment of thehyothe research outlined several
emerging issues for youth empowerment which whéctbely addressed, will go a

long way in the empowerment of youth.

5.2 Key findings
During the course of this research, so many thiegsrd the youth empowerment
was found to be either contributing or hamperirgphocess and as such they must be
carefully examined.

Youth empowerment does not seem to be very cleaoedhe youth
themselves. Some of the youth in Liberia that tieisearch encountered views of

youth empowerment were narrow only to economicvdies that could enable them

%3 African Union: African Youth Charter, July 2006, African Union Commission, Addis Abba
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earn livelihood which in this paper is referredatvertical youth empowerment, the
participation in decision making was not paramatanthem probably because they
felt that traditionally in Africa, children or yognpeople voices do not matter; very
few of the respondents saw youth empowerment begoerg economic activities. In
fact the level of social cohesion that exit amadmg youth stands from the structures
they find themselves in, like association of moyetes riders which some of them do
not even to have meaning to them.

The research also found out that despite the mangerns and publicity that
youth empowerment has received do not match thessments gained from it. The
very local communities that the youth come frormdb seem to understand their role
in the empowerment of youth; community memberérggilhave notion that youth in
post-war Liberia were violent and that they can enddeir own decision on what they
want to do without listening to adults. They fdiat the only authority that has the
responsibility for empowering youth is central gowaent. If youth are considered to
be the future leaders of the very communities diona how then is community
preparing the youth to effectively participate gction making that will bring about
changes in their communities when the molders at&keen on playing their rightful
roles? Decisions that are being made by the yoo#is dot seem to be helping them a
lot; for example, school leavers do not even hasiiinds what to do to aspire their
dreams, but they followed what they see many af fhesers going to.

The youth in Liberia are taking some serious stépsards their own
empowerment by providing training for themselvesd aadvocating for policies
change; their participation in youth gatheringaal, national and continental levels
has increase significantly, but this research foomickthat even more needs to be done

by youth themselves in taking greater respongilifor their actions and in-actions
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that are gear towards their empowerment. Whils true that the GOL may not be
making much progress they would expect from prosisade and policies that have
been developed, but the youth are not making kéfenteto take advantage of the
little gains that have been made by the GOL tow#ndg own empowerment; they
want to be spoon fed and they see youth empoweraseah event where everything
is done at once instead of looking at it as a @®teat takes time to be achieved.

The access to and use of ICT is an asset thaemhiance the youth agency to
have a sustainable empowerment, but we are yetdmtit the effects of the access to
and use of ICT on the cultural practices and noomgouth in Liberia. Youth have
said the coming of ICT has brought about their esigtions from living a society
that was away from modernization; while the adsks the coming of ICT as both
positive and negative; it is positive because yopagple can keep in contact with
their peers the world over, and learn some posiadees; negative because it has
brought an erosion of their cultural values andmsr

Lastly, the study found out that the pace at wiyighith in Liberia are moving
with youth in many other parts of the continent dahd world at large during this
technological age is very slow; youth in Liberidl see the coming and access to
technology as a luxury and not necessity. Manyly@ahool leavers that participated
in this research that by learning how to use compwas itself an skill that can earn
them a career, they do see computer as a tookhbgtcan use to bring about the

change that they want to make for themselves.
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5.3 Recommendations

After the analysis of this key emerging issues famtings of this research, there may
be many gaps that may not have been filled inghgser, it therefore prudent and wise
to recommend that the following be thoroughly resked to help in making youth
empowerment as a strategy to improving internaticglations:

The role of community is very vital to the enhane&m of youth
empowerment, because it the community that sedlattering steps of those very
youth, and they play a major role in forming anddimgy the minds of those youth so
as to improve the future of their community. Commyneaders should see
themselves taking more active parts in help thetyoutheir quest for empowerment
and this will improve the lives of youth in Liberia

In a post-war country like Liberia, the demand ifoprovements in the lives
of its citizens through infrastructure developmentl the provision of service is very
high, the empowerment of youth as a sector maybadgking center stage, but if it
does, it done in a fragmented way with one someleeleing supported to acquire
vertical empowerment, while others look at the rmmial empowerment aspect, these
two need to go together to help satisfy the econ@and social empowerment of the
youth. Efforts should be made to get this on track.

Government of Liberia should work in bridging thepg between government
agencies that are responsible for youth empowermedityouth themselves through
youth groups that are fully recognized by youthha country; the agency should see
youth as beneficiaries, partners and leaders iir ttin empowerment where
accountability will be a priority. Youth through yith groupings should be helped to

fully understand what youth empowerment means ar@bout. Key emphasis should
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be placed on the differences and importance ofvéréical and horizontal youth
empowerment.

As the research went further youth empowermentseas to be crosscutting
in all to all segments of the country with no omercy or group being viewed as the
primary lead in the process, it is therefore reca@mded that a further study is done to
identify the linkages between government agenciespansible for youth
empowerment and community agencies that are retgperier youth empowerment
to see the efficiency of the various groups way therk together on one hand, and
the efficiency of the a particular agency as theyknin individually towards youth
empowerment. This may help to reduce the bureaycamt blame games that
sustainable youth empowerment faces ICT as an émgerggsue in youth
empowerment is another area that needs to be igated; in this technological based
era, it would be very good to understand the extenwhich access and use of ICT
will impact on the process of youth empowermentemnms of their education, and

preservation of their culture.

78



BIBLIOGRAPHY

African Union. African Youth Charter, African Union Commission, Addis
Ababa.2006

African Union.. African Youth Decade 2009-2018 Plan of Actigccelerating
Youth. 2011

Empowerment for Sustainable Development, Road Matds the Implementation
of the African Youth Charter

Beacon, Aaron;Sports in International RelationsA Case for Cross-Disciplinary
Investigation

Boothby, Neal et aMozambique Child Soldier Life Outcome
Study Global Public Health, 1(1): 87-107 2006

BSR | CiYuan. Cas8tudy: Nike and China Youth Development Foundd®ariner
to Empower Chinese Yout?012

Common Wealth.Common Wealth Plan of Action for Youth Empowern2&7-
2015.Common Wealth Youth Programme, Common Wealth Ssicadt

De Waal, A.Realizing child rights in Africa: children, younggple and leadership
In De Waal, A. and Argenti, N. (eds) Young Afric&alizing the rights of
children and youth. Trenton, NJ, Africa World Prea302

Government of LiberiaReport on the Liberia Labour Force Survey 20E@bruary
2011, Monrovia, Liberia. 2010

Gigler,Bjorn-Sorenincluding the Excluded- Can ICTs empower poor conitias?
Towards an alternative evaluation framework based the capability
approach; Paper for 4th International Conferencetba Capability Approach
5-7 September, 2004 University of Pavia, Italy; ntlon School of
Economics, United Kingdom, August 1, 2004

Government of Liberialiberia Poverty Reduction Strategylonrovia, Liberia. 2008

Government of LiberiaMillennium Development Goals repoMonrovia,
Government of Liberia. 2010

Government of Zambia: National Conferen€ewards A New Growth Strategy for
EmploymentDecent Work and Development in Zambia 21 — 22 NeHA2
New Government Complex, Lusaka
Inaugural speech: http://www.emansion.gol.lr/docessed on July 2@013

International Labour Organizatioli,O Manual on Training and Employment Options
for Ex-Combatant2007.

79



Kurlantzick, Josh, et aChina’s Africa StrategyA New Approach to
Development and Diplomacy? Washington, D C. 2006

Maclay, Christopher. & Alphaslan O,.Use them or Lose Them. Engaging Liberia's
Disconnected Youth through Socio-political Integmt International
Peacekeeping. 2010

Morlue, S.M.N;.Influence of Survival Strategies on Youth empowetn@f War
affected children/youth In Monroviajberia; A Research Project Report at the
University of Nairobi. 2011

Mutisi Martha. Interrogating traditional youth theoryYouth peace building and
engagement in post-conflict Liberia; 2012 Africaar@re for the Constructive
Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD)

Nicolai, Susan & Carl Tripplehorrithe role of education in protecting children in
conflict HUMANITARIAN PRACTICE NETW ORK paper accessed June
2013, http//www.odi.org.uk/resources/docs. 2003

Regional Overview of Youth in Africa United Natiofi&conomic Commission for
Africa and the United Nations Programme on Youtlacts sheets;
http//www.socialun.org/youthyear

Tarway-Twalla, Alfred K:Contribution of Informal Businesses (IBs) To BaSacial
Services in the Central Region of Liberi& Major Step toward Post-Conflict
Private Sectors Capacity Building and Developmeidurnal of Small
Business Management. 2008

Teal, Francis,World Bank Headline Seminar: Promoting Inclusiveo®th and
Employment in Fragile SituationsBackground Paper on Growth and
Employment in Conflict-affected States, The rep&ables, Commissions,
and Cybercafés: ICTs in Post-Conflict Liberia” assed on August 29,
http://www.infodev.org/en/Publication.1201.htr2D13

United Nations Education, Scientific and Culturab@nization; Consultations of the
Director- General with Member States Youth as Cleakigkers for Peace and
Sustainable Development Youth as Beneficiaries N@ag Actors Youth as
Partners, 21 November 2012

United Nations Education Scientific and Culturalgamization: UNESCO SHS
Strategy on African Youth 2010

United NationsUnited Nations Convention on the Rights of a GHildcember 1989,
New York

United Nations: United Nations World Youth ReporiDeep Concerns about

employment prospects& calls for increased investpizdill United Nations,
New York.

80



Wilmot A. Reeves,Liberia's Historic Struggle to Escape the ResouftCarse
Economic Watch, November 23, 2012, accessed Jung3 20ttp\\
www.africanstandardnews.org/index.php

Youth to Youth:Measuring Youth Engagement in Liberia 20$2arch for Common

Ground, Ministry of Youth and sports, and Ameridadniversity, Monrovia,
Liberia

81



