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ABSTRACT

This study sought to analyses the print media @gyeof the Mombasa Republican Council in
the period ahead of the March 4, 2013 General iBlext It was an assessment of the
effectiveness of the execution of the watchdog bgi¢he print media in reporting about the
MRC who were regarded as articulators of Coast lp&ogrievances. The purpose of the study
was to investigate the contribution of print mealiticles in the anxiety and tension experienced
especially among the up-country people who hadeseitt the region. The objectives included:
determining if the print media coverage on MRC esswas causing anxiety; establishing if
failure to highlight Coastals’ problems was leadioghe secession call; assess the possibility of
having print media focus on historical injusticéshe Coast; and determining the impact of print

media reports on the MRC issue.

The initial target population was 20 people withedt involvement with the MRC group but

only 18 were available. Purposive sampling was tgelect respondents: 3 political leaders, 2
government officials, 4 opinion leaders, 5 joursialj 3 top MRC leaders and a representative of
MUHURI, a civil society mandated to mediate in ttalemate between MRC and state, for
interviews that were to supplement the news coraralysis. Two newspapers, The Daily
Nation and The Standard were selected for the noatelysis. A total of 113 articles on MRC
published by the two papers between July 2012 ahduary 2013 were analysed.

Data was collected by use of guided interviews rasspaper content analysis code sheet. The
response rate of the instruments was 90 per cetd Was analysed through reduction and
interpretation for qualitative data while graphsl e chats were used to analyse the
guantitative data from papers. 90 per cent respusdgreed MRC had genuine grievances that
missed out in 82 per cent of the articles. Somth@findings are: the media failed to
acknowledge MRC grievances, Coast history and emnite of Islam and all these were due to
MRC lacking a media policy. The researcher recondaéhat the media should dig into the
historical power transitions in Coast, acknowleddkience of Islam as well as focus on the
gains promised in the new constitution like devdlgevernance and constitutional commissions

like NLC as a solution to all the MRC grievances at necessarily through secession.
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CHAPTER 1
General introduction

The world over, the media have been known for théurcative, instructive,
entertainment and society watchdog roles. The tebldve the media adequately
play all these roles while reporting on the MombBsaublican Council group in
general arises from two aspects. The importancesafia within any conflict or
controversial issue is clear. It is equally obvithat there will be attempts to
influence media coverage of conflicts by partiearty such conflicts. A particularly
insidious sort of manipulation has been the systieraad deliberate use of
‘disinformation’ (Hoile 2005).

First, the fact that there was a general agreefmemtthe people who had taken time
to interact with the members of this group thatifseies raised by MRC were not
only genuine but representative of the aspiratadmsative Coastal communities;
clearly showing that should the media serializepgbeeeived atrocities and oppressive
acts contested by the group then the governmenidvealdress them by itself or
through succumbing to pressure from civil societied even the international

community.

Second, the fact that the group has been callingdioession and boycott of the
March 4, 2013 General Elections calls on the mede&vention to create awareness
to the locals about the consequences, possibjlgtesngths and opportunities of the

separatist call through the rallying cBllvani si Kenya (Coast is not part of Kenya)

As we approached to the general elections, theartezld the key to maintaining
peace or breaching it in the Coast region as th€gB&spel gained momentum and

even became popular among the native Coast comesinihere was a challenge in



reporting about MRC owing to the fact that the jpubaw only secession whenever

stories on the group were published.

Kadhi (2012), at the time, argued that nothindatd, has challenged journalism in
Kenya more than the coverage of the mysterious M@alRepublican Council.
Engaging in conveyor-belt reportorial presentabbstories journalists have only
been writing about utterances of the organisatit@dders threatening to secede
from Kenya and the rebuttals from national lea@sqzessing their views on how to
deal with the situation. The media were an integaat in solving or propagating the
stalemate between the group and the state thataiviet time, putting native Coast

residents at a cross-road.
1.1. The background to the problem

MRC have been in the media spotlight as policeceff intensify raids on their
members whether as they attend their weekly meetingvhile attending sessions of
court cases they have filed protesting their baheatigh Court in Mombasa. The
publicity they have been receiving has, howeveenbaiticized as being misinformed
as the media have been accused of running shallblicptions especially in the
country’s two main dailie§+he StandaréndThe Daily Nation even after poor

research on the key issues.

MRC appeared on the media spotlight ever since 200 the government arrested
some of its suspected members during an allegédtaldhg ceremony in Likoni,
Mombasa County. It is not surprising that the MRS frequently been getting in
trouble with the law as it was among the 33 grabps were declared ‘illegal
organized criminal groups’ by the Government of ¥@(GK) through a Gazette
notice issued in October 2010. These print megiarts are yet to highlight what
MRC stand for, an issue that gave rise to thisarese



1.1.1. The MRC: A voice of the oppressed or a terrst group?

In analysing the problem there was need to undetsidno the Mombasa Republican
Council (MRC) are and get a perspective of the edlasy stand for. The MRC is a
group based in the Kenyan Coast that was formeu thvit intention of righting what
they believe to be wrongs done to the coastal pe&hce its formation in the mid-
1990s, the MRC has consolidated the land, margit#din in employment and
economic deprivation (by up-country people) griesesi solution to one clear

agenda: Secession.

The MRC spokesman Mohamed Rashid Mraja said theyeid the movement to
liberate the residents of the coastal region frerades’ long perceived
marginalization by successive governments. SpeakinMdasjid Musa mosque in
Majengo in June 2012, Mraja said they came togethtEmrm MRC because local
politicians had failed to deliver us from the praiols Coast residents faced for
decades including landlessness, unemployment, guade education and health

facilities among others.

They make eerily similar claims to those broughiviard by theShifta(Somali
militia) who wanted to secede parts of North Eastnovince (NEP) in the 1960s to
be part of a ‘Greater Somalia’ — tBhiftawere eventually stamped out in a deadly

confrontation that left several people dead.

But unlike the Shifta, the main issue the MRC hiaMand. The land problems in the
coast can be traced back to 1887 when Seyyid 8as#dtl the 16 km (10 mile) wide
coastal strip to the Imperial British East Africar@pany (IBEA), which effectively
made the Coastal inhabitants squatters in theirlanth (Goldsmith 2011).



Goldsmith (2011) observes that in 1895 an agreemastmade between the Great
Britain and Zanzibar under the supervision of Suayyid Hemed Bin Twain,
Queen Victoria and the British Government in whidbmbasa was to remain a
protectorate under the British. The Sultan allowexBritish Government to
administer Mombasa for its Political and Businedsvdies. This agreement

stipulated that the sovereignty of the Sultan aiZlaar would be maintained.

In 1962, just before Kenya got her independen@ettvere talks on whether or not
this 1895 agreement should be altered. It was foliadthe coastal strip was not
economically viable on its own and that the porvimimbasa was very important to
Kenya and the East African region in general. Sea$ recommended that the Sultan
be compensated and the region be made officigigraof Kenya. The
recommendations also stated that the (then) nestitatiion recognize religious
freedom that would allow the Muslims the right adldw the Sharia Law in matters of
religion and personal status. The Sultan was adshet the Sharia or Kadhi Courts
would continue to function in Independent Kenya #rat the authority of the Chief
Kadhi would be preserved for Muslims in matterpeifsonal status. When it came to
a case between a Non-Muslim and a Muslim, the géifeer would apply. So the

Sultan agreed to give up his claims to the region.

So in the 1963 Lancaster negotiations between thisiBand the Kenyans, the deal
was sealed and the Coast's hopes for autonomyhehiss well, despite the presence
of the Mwambao United Front- a group of local legdgho wanted the option of
being able to secede from Kenya and if possible y@i with Zanzibar. The clout of
this group was, however, weakened when Mijikendependence leader Ronald
Gideon Ngala joined forces with other small triblesiders like Masinde Muliro and
Daniel Moi from Kenya to form the Kenya African Deoratic Union (KADU) that

was to oversee the interests of small tribes agtiesdominance of bigger tribes.



Ngala and Kadu were against total secession o€ tsestal strip from Kenya
championed by the MUF but instead championed foirve or federalism. Coast
joined Kenya with fear, mistrust and scepticisrmgeiigh among most of the
residents (Goldsmith 2011).

The government has since not revoked this agreenmstead, after independence, all
the land was transferred to the Government, windirin gave the land to individuals
who were not the original area residents. This bapd when a law was passed that
said that the first legislation of land will be Mblnd irrevocable regardless of how
one acquired the title. So the elite and infludqteople in government at the time
went ahead and registered themselves as the drayimers of the land, an act that

resulted in the Coastal people becoming squattdesd they considered theirs.

The officials of the MRC even display documentd gy that there was another 1963
agreement signed by the then Prime Minister Jomuy&tta and his Zanzibar
counterpart Mohamed Shamte. According to themagreement was a 50 year lease,
which meant that the government was to returnelgen to the indigenous people by
2013. The MRC Secretary General, Hamza Randu besy$963 agreement

integrated Mombasa as an independent region ibrtiedler Kenya and that no part of
it could be changed without the approval of thegbedrom the protectorate. Randu
who spoke at his house in Bombolulu in May, 20B#] $ased on these agreements,
it is clear that Kenya, as a nation, came to excstevia a MoU indicating that the

Coastal strip was to be protected yet this had mesepened.

This point brings us to their ideologies. As a feshe MRC say the coastal strip is
not in need of any protection by the Kenya Govemrtigat was inherited from
Colonial Britain. MRC said it had in place a sturetd system, complete with a
constitution, was ready to govern the seaside negfiould it be granted autonomy.

The MRC officials also add that it is funded by tmpsinessmen and politicians in the



region (Mombasa). The MRC are adamantly pushinghf@mpartitioning of Kenya’'s
territory, raising issues of marginalization, disgnation and neglect of the Coast
people. The MRC say it does not support the usgotgnce. The officials add that
the members should not be considered rebels astheynly fighting for what they
perceive to be their country — Mombasa. The MRG a&y theirs is an inter-religious
affair, because it affected all coast people, serdion that was proven recently when

the Pwani Interfaith Church released a statemesipport of the MRC cause.

The MRC stated that despite the Coast being a roajuributor to the national
economy (through the Port of Mombasa and Tourisgemeral), the coast people are

yet to benefit from its resources and so they aceeudeveloped as a result.

The MRC were declared unconstitutional becauskeoadfh Article 36 of the
constitution guarantees the freedom of associatnehassembly for every person, the
intent and motive of the association that onelimiog is very important so that one
does not contravene the spirit of the constitutiidre internal security minister, Prof
George Saitoti, pronounced MRC’s motive to be palrtd the stability and unity of

this country.

The desire of the MRC to separate Coast Provimra enya is unconstitutional and
that is why they cannot be allowed to go on withitlagenda. Article 3(2) of the
constitution outlaws any attempt by anyone to fargpvernment that is not in line
with the constitution, which the MRC seek to Aaticle 5 of the constitution strictly
outlines the Kenyan territory to include territdrieaters and territory of Kenya that
was there on the effective date(Effective dateoni@7" August 2010 when the
constitution came into force as per Article 26@).g8y attempt to change the territory

of Kenya is unconstitutional and will not be allave



Under article 60 of the new constitution, theransattempt to address the past land
injustices through the enshrinement of the priregpf land policy. It provides that
land shall be held, used and managed in a manaieistequitable, efficient,
productive and sustainable in accordance to thewalg principles: equitable access
to land; security of land rights amongst otherdiche 67 further establishes the
National Land Commission (NLC) whose functions, agsd others, includes
initiating investigations on its own initiative on a complaint, into present or

historical land injustices, and then recommends@pate redress.

It is expected that the issues raised by MRC welthly tackled with the
establishment of a devolved government. The canistit, through the county
governance, recognizes the right of communitiesanage their affairs and further

their development.
1.2. Statement of the problem

The core grievances fronted by the MRC are notrgpr@eminence in the local print
media who continue deliberately or unconscioushnmg articles with secession
featuring prominently that has since resulted iatige attitude towards the group.
The fact that secession campaign is a desperatiearala people who perceive
themselves as having been oppressed to the adeasftathers has not been well

captured.

The print media reports provoke the state to sstéte machinery on MRC
members, through arresting and detaining thengaasbf solving the issues tabled.
There are many underlying issues that have goreported including the influence
of Islam on the culture of the native people of S«la@ho have consciously and
unconsciously been subscribing to Islamic lawswaay of life. It is worth noting that

while other Kenyans shift from their cultures te Western lifestyle giving rise to the



strong desire to embrace formal education, natvasCresidents have been lagging
backwards as they continue clingingMadrasinformal education system that

clashes with the acceptable formal education.

The fair reporting and possible resolution to the®lissue needs an understanding of
the influence of Islam owing to the centuries’ alde of the entire Coastal strip by
Arab Sultans. The strong influence of Islam andSb#an rule can unravel the

mystery of the Muslim-led MRC grouping.

1.3. The purpose of the study

There seem to be gray areas in the print mediatsefiat can only be addressed if
the media research well to understand the reakdaunshe secession call. There has
been an argument that the media are deliberatetyrfiting Coast residents’ efforts to
have their cry for justice addressed through deditedy representing MRC’s attempts
to address Coastal issues negatively. The theslseisefore, aimed at verifying if this
is effectively the case, the factors associatel thi¢ situation and what can be done
to redress the situation and ensure that Coastgis@pievances are addressed

without necessarily having the area secede fromesieof Kenya.

1.4. The objectives of the study

This research was informed by a general objectivefaur specific objectives.

1.4.1. General objective

To investigate if there was the potential of thetomedia coverage causing political
tension or instability in that period when the ctsynwas preparing for a general
election set for March, 4, 2013.



1.4.2. Specific objectives
The specific objectives of the study were to:
1. Determine if the print media coverage on@®/iBsues was causing anxiety
2 Establish if failure to highlight Coastgisoblems leads to secession call.
3.  Assess the possibility of having print ngefticus on historical injustices.
4

Determine the impact of the print medisorépon the MRC issue.

1.5. Research questions
The research questions of this study were:
1. Do print media reports heighten the anxahong Coast ‘settlers’?
2. Can print media be relied to articulate Mg@vances?
3. Can the print media facilitate addressinyl&C grievances?
4

Do print media reports on the two dailiedrads Coastals’ problems?

1.6. Basic assumptions of the study
The basic assumptions of this study were:
1. The respondents will give honest respoitsgems in the interview.
2. The MRC leaders are advocates of a maigathlot in the Coast region

3.  The print media articulate issues affectiigparties in MRC issue

1.7. Significance of the study

This was not a study of the justification of the ®lRause but an establishment of
whether or not the media had been playing its whtglrole in addressing the issues
raised by the separatist group. In as much asrthgdiad featured prominently in the
print media there was little the publicity done@solving the stalemate between the
group and the state as articles tend to suppogdiiernment side. The media efforts

and impact should also be assessed, but this vibooddlen excessively the scope of



the thesis. Moreover, this researcher believedfthiat sustainable solution to be
achieved at the Coast, a deliberate print medigydb document the historical

injustices giving rise to the protest, should hefted.

From a practical perspective, the results of thiearch may usefully be implemented
in the actual process of addressing historicakiiges meted on Coast people from
the pre-independence to post-independence ethaetgfore, sought not only
objectivity in reporting the issues that aroseddsb reversing the trend in the media
that had seen poorly researched press reportsdindals which led to the

propensity to uncritically associate the MRC witinad gangs like the Mungiki
elsewhere in Kenya (Goldsmith 2011).Goldsmith (9Cdryued the print media
reports have been, to a greater extent, delayativeoactions from the powers that be
in addressing the problems residents of Coastdaaeell as the consequences
expected from the hard stance taken by both stuestate and MRC-over the

imposed ban.

From a theoretical perspective, the issue of meakv@rage and political stability has
been the debate as the media have been seen lgeraatiae voice of the oppressed-
in this case the people of Coast-whose leaderssgailed to articulate these issues
at the national level. The agenda setting and kping theories have been seen as
the theories at work in ensuring that the voicéhefoppressed does not come out
clearly. This is to say the body of knowledge redbto the position of the media over
iIssues of political movements like the MRC is stitider construction with some
difficulties due to the fact that involuntary obj@dy in reporting as a study itself is
still an evolving field (not yet a discipline) aatso to the fact that every conflict
situation is somehow a peculiar one and no mechhresolution tools apply to all

conflicts. There is a possibility, therefore, ttieg present research might lead to some
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important lessons useful in the development otitedemic field of fair conflict

reporting studies.

1.8. Limitations of the study

The limitations of this study were:

1. Finances and time: thus the reliancefmirmation given by the respondents in
Coast as travelling to Zanzibar and Britain wasrewfical.

2. The study depended on the cooperatiorhandsty of respondents which in
turn may affect the response rate.

3. Communication barrier between the researahd respondents as some of
them could not express themselves in Kiswahili nglish.

4. Lack of documentary evidence in some agi@ements between Kenya’s
leadership, the head of Zanzibar authorities aadheen of England especially

the one MRC claim to be saying Coast and Kenyalds®parate in 2013.

1.9. Definition of key concepts

According to the Longman Dictionary (1978), consepit secession, up-country
people, vigilante groups, grievances, colony, mtot@te, national security, civil
society and interest groups bear the following ifications:

Civil society A certain area (or arena) of society, the public sgmetween the
household, and the state, where groups, constitutadevel beyond family,
interact with each other and with the state to peitkeir interests. MUHURI are
the official mediators between the state and MRC.

Colony A country or area that is under the political cohaf a more powerful
country usually one that is far away. The MRC leadip argue that Kenya was a

British colony, and not the Coastal strip thattstied between the Indian Ocean
and Sultan Hamud.

11



GrievancesA belief that you have been unfairly treated utyaior an unfair
situation or event that affects and upsets you.MR€ have gained popularity
following the general feeling that they are feaslgsrticulating the issues like
marginalization in land allocation, unemploymentog other sectors that have
been affecting Coast residents 50 years after gmtignce.

Interest group also called pressure group is any associationdivioluals or
organizations, usually formally organized, thattlo@ basis of one or more shared
concerns, attempts to influence public policy efévour.

National security Measures that are taken to protect a place orl@&athin the
whole country to ensure that they are safe ainaéig.

Protectorate A country that is protected and controlled by a enmowerful
country. MRC claim the Coastal strip that stretcfrech the Indian Ocean and
Sultan Hamud was a British protectorate and wasugposed to be part of the
British Colony (Kenya).

Secessiottempts by part of a country to officially stopibg part of the larger
country or political entity it belongs to and bea@mmdependent. The rallying call
Pwani si Kenyahas gained momentum after being picked by the predia as
they keep on referring to MRC as the Separatistgro

Up-country peopleA term used in this study to mean people from aglaithout
towns especially in the middle of the country.dstbeen used derogatory
especially in the Kiswahili wordiabara

Vigilante group A group that comprises of some people who illggallnishes
criminals and tries to prevent crime, usually beesatlney think the police are not
doing it effectively. The MRC in this research stam banned group alongside

other thirty groups despite their spirited effadschallenge their ban in court.
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1.11 Organization of the study

This research project report is organized into @kiapters. Chapter one provides the
background to the study, statement of the probfrmrpose of the study, research
objectives, research questions, and basic assumpifdhe study, significance of the
study, delimitations, limitations and definitionssignificant terms. Chapter two
presents a review on literature on Political CanfCoverage: A case study of the
print media coverage of the Coast separatist MomB&publican Council (MRC).
Chapter three covers the research design, targetaimn, sample size and sampling
techniques, data collection instruments, data ctidle procedure and data analysis
methods. Chapter four presents interpretationsdasuissions of the findings.
Chapter five provides a summary, discussions, andlasions as well as

recommendations.
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CHAPTER I

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter reviewed literature on political castftoverage focusing on the
underlying causes, challenges the print media thestheories applicable and a
comparative analysis to similar situations in SeuthSudan and Biafra conflict in
Nigeria. All these areas were reviewed in comparisdah the MRC conflict in

particular.

2.1. Political conflict and media coverage

The battle, that occurs between two or more sid#sdifferent beliefs. This battle
can be either through words or actual war (Golds2@t11). The MRC issue as it has
been appearing in the media is a typical conftiat requires the application of
principles of conflict coverage. Kadhi (2012) ardukat reporting MRC, and indeed
many other important current events, through exposgmple by engaging in
interpretive coverage is a serious professionaledksas ethical challenge to Kenyan
journalist. Due to its controversial nature theerage of the MRC is, for all practical
purposes, the coverage of conflict. Ethically, famlists in Kenya are required to
follow very well defined principles concerning cbeif coverage. It is these

challenges that led the researcher to undertakestihdy.

In successive sections, the chapter considergeliteheories related to the factors at
the heart of the central problem of this study. Thapter also tackles the gap
appearing in the literature concerning the issti¢gsioand balanced coverage with a
human character, the right approach to uncoveuriderlying truths as well as the

role of media in addressing the plight of peopleepring themselves as oppressed.
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2.1. MRC and the historical and political backgrourd of the Coast

Commenting on coverage of the Sudanese conflideH2005) observed that there
are many facets of poor journalism in conflict cage like the inability to get simple
but strategically important facts is a clear examgdlunacceptable weak journalism.
Lack of understanding of the Coast’s historical potitical background that are
different from the rest of the country and the theitt at one time there existed,
historically, a form of layered sovereignty appltecEast Africa’s coast that left the
region’s city-states and communities free to contheir affairs as long as they
remitted taxes and duties to Zanzibar (Goldsmithl2@an affect coverage of MRC

issues.

2.1.1 The integration of the Coastal Strip to the Bpublic of Kenya

Goldsmith (2011) says that the administration c§tal affairs, including remittance
of taxes, by the Sultan of Zanzibar officially edde 1963 with the integration of the
coastal protectorate into the Republic of Kenyae €bastal leaders supporting the
majimbo platform of KADU—adopted in opposition teetMwambao movement’s
campaign for independence—saw their hopes forge ldegree of self-rule dashed
under Kenyatta’'s centralist government. Even aftemgration of the Coastal strip, the
historical facts, cannot be wished away and nedx tmentioned as ‘classic
justification of their pursuit.” Banner (2008) &a that efforts to secure coastal
autonomy represent a regionally and historicallgcHic type of sovereignty pursued
by Mwambao activists not simply to guard politieald material privileges, but more

broadly to express a language of political legitignehat still resonates today.
2.1.2 The re-emergency of the 1963 mistrust

Goldsmith (2011) says that while coastal commusitiad always nurtured the desire

to exert sovereignty over their own affairs, laadd resources, the rise of the MRC
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over the past year has imbued the issue with awesheibrancy and purpose. The
coastal communities’ fears over losing controlaofd and key economic resources in
1963 were realized over the next five decades. fidsled to a crisis of state
legitimacy. Post-independence social exclusionragnal development rigged in
favor of outsiders and local elites has led tdwasion where members of the
indigenous population now refer to themselves as4ferians” and to the non-
coastal settlers as “Kenyans”. A surprising serigaiby is replacing the acrimony
persisting in the wake of the self-governing Mwambad federalist Majimbo

campaigns during the run-up to independence in.1963

Kadhi (2012) says that the MRC is the unlikely ag#rthis emergent coast
nationalism. A 2008 ban on it remains in effectreafter a Kenyan court dismissed
charges accusing the MRC of being an armed gamycléar that the print media
especially the leading dailies publish on the notlmat, their rallying cry, Pwani si
Kenyg” the Coast is not Kenya, is the real threat expig the state’s persecution of
its members. Many MRC leaders are awaiting trans in jail and others free on
bond. They claim the MRC is neither political pantyr an NGO, but a social
movement. They continue to reiterate the MRC’s cament to peaceful action and
legal methods. In the meantime, local supportHeirt‘Pwani si Kenyaagenda—
driven by grievances over alienated land and ecanorarginalization—has grown
exponentially. It is on this basis that among thidence to persecute MRC members
includes newspaper articles that have been prodnamalirt by the state in the

ongoing cases facing the group, its leaders andb@em

2.2 Distinguishing between issues and personalities
Awoyekun (2013) said, while commenting on mediaerage of the Biafran war in

Nigeria, a writer should not be an accomplice és.liEven when thorns infect the land
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a writer must embody and defend the perennialmesti high values and principles.
Most publications likened the MRC group with vigita groups likeviungiki,
Chinkororoor evenleshi la Mzeavithout attempting to draw the difference between
all these groups. Two factors distinguished MRQfral the outlawed groupings.
MRC, since its inception, had been identified wibresentation of the majority
specifically indigenous Coast communities belieuingt its grievances are genuine a
conviction that made them challenge their ban uriconlike the rest of the thirty

groups banned alongside them.

Goldsmith (2011) said there is strong supportierMRC and their agenda
everywhere we went...there appears to be an unpnetsetidegree of unity on the
issues and grievances identified with the MRCatitie across Swahili, Arab, and
Mijikenda segments of the indigenous coast popraflhe print media had
concentrated on MRC personalities either involvediolent acts or reacting to
accusations by state officers instead of zerointhenssues that informed the

uprising.

In his report, Goldsmith (2011) said the relativebor understanding of the MRC
phenomenon can be attributed to a combinationsafraptions generated by the
events precipitated by the Kaya Bombo (KB)raidar$997; poorly researched press
reports and editorials, which lead to; the propsgrsi uncritically associate the MRC
with armed gangs like the Mungiki elsewhere in Kenlhere was nothing revealed
by the research to indicate that the MRC leadenst@mtains an armed wing,
although this may be qualified by unknowns in respe individuals or actors that
may seek shelter underneath the MRC’s expandingeltablf anything, there was
more to suggest settler communities may be arnmemselves in anticipation of the

kind of turbulence generated by national electginse the return to multi-party
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politics in 1992. Several well-placed sources muokthat these factors could also

explain the government’s unyielding position on heC.

The conviction that they are fighting for a genuamal justified course touching on
land, unemployment and poor representation in dveigpment, informed their move
to challenge their ban unlike other groups assediaitith distinctive sections of the
population wherédlungiki and others operate within as they seem to be istgifor
the youth (Mwandawiro 2010).

2.3. The impact of the media on the MRC issue

Though, it was clear th#he rise of the MRC movement dovetails with glodoadi
regional trends reconfiguring the concept of sogerty, the print media ought to face
the challenges. In the face of such a conflictrzega feeling that media reports might
not balance the two sides usually arises. Korrna2042 observed that the practices that
are most enduring and not particularly influencgdddorms and legislative changes

are those based on false reporting. These arg taiiversal around the world.

2.3.1 Predetermined and judgmental print media repds

On the print media coverage of the Southern Sudafiict Hoile (2005), said a
conflict of such a nature, is likely to compel thedia to go into propaganda. The
purpose of propaganda is to encourage peoplertk thia particular way. This
propaganda can be both overt and covert and isdiffigult to document cause and
effect. Evaluating MRC media coverage, Kadhi (20d4rgjued that an in-depth expose
telling the real story that would answer a numbeguestions’ in Kenyans’ minds

about the organization is yet to be written.
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Goldsmith (2011) observed that several nationaldesaand coast politicians have
urged the government to shift gears and talk tdMR& during the interim, but a
series of sensationalist features and negativered# in Kenya’s main dailies, The
Daily Nationand The Standardhave probably offset the public impact of their
petitions...The national press has yet to take th€€MRd issues it raises seriously;
there are reporters and editorialists that ac¢tepgovernment position at face value
and have demonized the MRC in print. The real issased by MRC are just
mentioned in passing as the print media concestatdaulty finding in the method

adopted by the group to advocate for redress gbd¢ineeived marginalization.

2.3.2 Telling the story in peace-meal

The print media were accused of not telling thé seay of MRC. The fact that

Kadhi (2012) argued that an in-depth expose tetlirgreal story that would answer a
number of questions’ in Kenyans’ minds about ttgaaization is yet to be written.
What is the origin of the shadowy organizationinglitself MRC? Who finances it
and for what purposes? Is it a political party anlzal organization? Are its demands
genuine or a concoction of politicians out to wie hext (March 4, 2013) general
elections? The media fully utilized the theory afeykeeping thus fail to report some

of the facts revolving around the very incidenesytiat times decide to publish.

Goldsmith (2011), in his report, cited various sagbnducted on MRC gatherings
where only the success of state agents includiegdfice officers run as headlines as
some facts especially affecting the members oftbap or even innocent by-standers
go unreported completely. He pointed out raidsvamdatherings in Likoni and the
adjacent Shika Adabu area on Sunday, October 23,,28ised the stakes to a new
level. The police descending on the Shika Adabic @ducation meeting herded a

crowd approaching one thousand people into a saredl and launched tear gas
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canisters. In the ensuing commotion they beat aavoamd shot four young males,
killing one. The national press did not mention igort circulating on the street that
a three-month old child, dropped when police agddke mother, had also died in the
stampede.

In Likoni, administration police descended on aeadall where local youth were
watching a highly anticipated English Premier Leaguatch featuring Manchester
United vs. Manchester City. The police tear gaskedall, locked the doors from the
outside, and arrested a number of young malegr#ss reiterating the security
spokesman’s claim an oath-taking ceremony wasagrpss. This charge proved
false, and the reaction across the coastal pdldiwa social spectrum led the
Provincial Commissioner, Ernest Munyi, to hold dlmimeeting in Shika Adabu on
Thursday, October 27. The PC who arrived with hdoimplement of high-ranking

security officers and departmental heads apologzethe incident.

2.4. The shunned historical trends fueling MRC

A number of historical issues touching on admiaistn, land, education and the
general way of life are distinctive to Coast regibiistorical trends of rebellion by
Coastal communities yet it is a fact that suchstasce, suspicion and fears from the
residents over the Nairobi based colonial and leiKenyatta government have
been there all along. The pre-independence Cademiission reviewed the situation
on the coast and reported: “There is a strongrfgain the Coast that the needs of its
people have received scant attention from the Guwent in Nairobi. The coast
people complain that land development, communinatisocial welfare etc. have
lagged very much behind their counterparts in tpean Highlands and African

reserves. Kenya Coastal Strip Report (1963).
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The report also referred to “the genuine belietii®t Coast peoples of all races that
they have a distinctive outlook and way of life efnhas given them a greater
measure of peace, harmony, and regard for each ettt sense of toleration, than
has existed elsewhere in Kenya. This was not sttelyiew of the coastal
population. Since the administration of Governor&eal Hardinge during the early
20th century, British administrators had displagetkegree of empathy for the culture
of the coastal strip inhabitants. The colonial adstration introduced a radically
different economy and social hierarchy, and G.Gdihae in particular expressed
concern over the state of the coast’s vanquishesd €his led to British efforts to
bring the children of the former overlords into tiew order. Responses to initiatives
like the Arab School in Mombasa, however, were g&alim 1972).

Mazrui (1998) argued that in any event, such efftotdraft the coastal elite into the
colonial experiment were essential token; attentiotie issues of the coastal
economy and society gradually slipped into the geamknd following the
establishment of the colonial state in Nairobi.Bran (2008) observed that the Coast
was after all, a protectorate administered on lielighe Sultan, and this encouraged
non-interference when it came to pro-active invoieat in the governance of the
Sultan’s subjects. The colony’s highland commusijtia contrast, had embraced the
Anglocentric forces of education and agrarian consraézation. World War Il had
weakened the empire and tlau Mauinsurgency signaled the inevitable end of

colonial rule.

Goldsmith (2011) stated that the 1961 Robertsonr@ission anticipated problems of
integrating the coastal protectorate into an inddpat Kenya, and made a number of
recommendations intended to safeguard coastal coitigss The Commission
recommended, “A code of human rights should beésrthed’ in the Constitution

safe-guarding the exercise of all those rights ensizlly regarded as the heritage of all
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inhabitants of free and democratic societies.1dbadvocated the establishment of a
Coast Land Board to guide the Government and Lagis# on land policy in regard
to:

a) Disposal and use of public lands;

b)  The best use of uncultivated privately owviands;

c) The settlement of disputes between landlard] tenants;

d) Preparation of a code regulating the retetiof landowners and their

laborers; and,

e) The transfer of land owned by local cogs¢éaple to persons from

outside the Strip and to foreigners.

The report stated that one of the greatest feattseo€oastal minorities is that unless
their titles are acknowledged and preserved, theds will be invaded and taken
from them by squatters and invaders from up-coumuy it rejected the population’s
desire to preserve a large measure of coastal@upon the basis that this was not
economically viable—the region did not generatdicent revenues to pay its own
way. Coastal leaders also anticipated the issugpm@iblems that would come with

independence.

Goldsmith (2011) further noted that analysis oflaenerous submissions presented
to the Robertson Commission may challenge this wEwpoastal economy. Because
the same economic argument continues to featuteimarginalization of the coastal
peoples, there is a case for pointing out therdistn between “economic viability”
and the unharnessed capacity to contribute. That tdwevenues collected formed a
co-linear relationship with the fact that the Bititidid not invest in the indigenous
economic sector nor did they cultivate the popatds ability to generate more
taxable output. The 1963 Memorandum of Understapdetween the Sultan of
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Zanzibar and Jomo Kenyatta that formally transtés@vereignty over the coast to
independent Kenya retained the outlines of the HfBement in the form of several
of the provisions emphasized by the Carter RepattRobertson Commission,
namely:
1. Ensure complete freedom of religion, esgdgcfor Muslim subjects,
and preservation of their religious buildings anstitutions;
2. The Chief Kadhi will have jurisdiction ovguestions of Muslim law
relating to personal status (marriage, divorcegiitance);
3.  Administrative officers in Muslim areas skwbbe, “so far as is
reasonably practicable:”
4.  Muslim children should be instructed in Bi@ “so far as is reasonably
practicable;”
5. The freehold titles to land in the coaglioa that are already registered
will at all times be recognized, steps will be take ensure the continuation
of the procedure for the registration of new frddhitles and rights of
freeholders will at all times be preserved saveafiar as it may be necessary
to acquire freehold land for public purposes, inclitevent full and prompt
compensation will be paid.
The other recommendations for safeguarding hunggmsriand establishing a CLB to
protect the stakes of the Province’s local comnesminh what was formally ‘Crown’
land did not feature in the MoU. Regardless, alphovisions except for the
constitutional status of Kadhi courts (their jurgdbn is limited to inheritance and

family law) were never observed.
Mazrui (1998) stated that the formation of the PviRarty and its attempt to advance

the Mwambao (i.e. coastal strip) call for the teiterstrip’s independence and/or

reunification with Zanzibar, was overtaken by fagiving events and the strength of
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the KADU ‘Majimbad (i.e. federalism) platform countering the calf fmastal
autonomy. Prominent Miji Kenda politicians suppdrtee Mwambao cause initially
but defected to the pnmajimboKADU at the last moment. The Bajuni, the largest
single community in the Lamu region, backed theishaatic politician, Ahmed
Mohammed Jeneby, leader of the Shungwaya Freeday Raich rejected
Mwambao from the beginning.

According to Nyamanga (2010) the coast joined ietelent Kenya with a sense of
fear and trepidation about what the future woulddarThe Mwambao leaders were
ordered to go home and keep quiet or face the qoesees. Like Northern Kenya,
where a large majority had voted in a 1962 refememtb join Somalia instead of
Kenya (the British disregarded the referendum updessure from the Kenya African
National Union or KANU government), the coast beegrart of the republic under a
cloud of suspicion and distrust. The fact that é&radn these groups opposed joining
Kenya helps account for why most coastal and palssboMPs who followed them
have sought to align themselves with the governroktite day at the expense of their

constituents’ interests.

Mwakimoto (2011) concurred that racial and religiadentity further encumbered the
ability of most Swahili-Arab representatives to &peut against governmental abuses
and the treatment meted out to them as secondaitasns. The Mwambao vs.
Majimbo divide precluded any attempt to promotestalgpolitical unity. The coastal
political arena proved to be so fractious and fedusn internal competition that
President Kenyatta retreated from political engagygrand turned to the Provincial
Administration “to get things done” instead (Saradike 1967). Its ascendancy over

the political leadership became legally formalizeahether case of how federal
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provisions in the Lancaster House Constitution wergated—and this reversal was

to prove highly disadvantageous for the Coastalfadon overtime.

2.5 Case study on the people’s aspiration and theedia’s objective

The experience gained in the countries that haperenced secession threats and
possible overcome them or seceded to the demarvdsiuogs of the perpetrators
notably in Southern Sudan, considers media annaltpgrt. Fick (2010) says such a
situation shows that it is not sufficient for thed to focus on the course, perceived
to be unconstitutional, taken by such a group gfriaged people as a means of
solving the problem but rather the interests ohljrties be taken into account if

such tensions are to be dealt with once and for all

Kadhi (2012) observed that the main stream prirdiengave the secession call by
MRC much prominence than the real problem that gavs rise as most of the
articles published give the separatist call pryoaihd not what triggered the

iIssue. Balancing between the interests of the ageg and the objectives of the print
media houses especially on the issue of MRC neagedfessional doctoring to

avoid incitement. There was need to refine botbrilee and policies for efficient
media practices in the mainstream dailies so asea a confrontation between the
state and the movements even as some if not ajjrteeances raised were addressed

to guarantee long lasting peace in Coast now afatume.

2.6 Conceptual framework

The conceptual framework is borrowed from the FragnPriming and Agenda
Building theories that are closely related to Agesdtting theory first developed by
Prof. Maxwell Mc Combs and Prof. Donald Shaw initi@hapel Hill study (1968)
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that indicates that mass media set the agendaibdicppinion by highlighting

certain issues (link http://www.communicationstgio®m/communication-theories).
2.6.1 Framing theory

The basis of theory is that the media focuses tatteon certain events and then
places them within a field of meaning. A frame refe® the way media and media
gatekeepers organize and present the events aas igey cover, and the way
audiences interpret what they are provided. H&(5), argued that the gatekeeper is
having its own influence like social, cultural, ietd and political. Based on personal
or social influences they let the information te tiroup. Through this process the
unwanted, sensible and controversial informatiaemsoved by the gate keeper which

helps to control the society or a group and letthrgm in a right path.

The media draws the public to certain topics, dides where people think about, and
the journalists select the topics. This is theinabagenda setting thought. The way in
which the news is brought, the frame in which tbws is presented, is a choice made
by the journalists. Frames influence the perceptiomews of the audience, this form
of agenda setting not only tells what to think abbut how to think about it. The

print media have framed MRC as secessionists amdrozed the readers to think of
the same whenever an article on the group app&athd newspaper. Print media
have been doing this and achieved their objecsvieaaning is a quality of
communication that leads others to accept one mgaver another as secession
overrides the land, unemployment, and poor educatnal health facilities articulated
by MRC

2.6.2 Priming theory

Under this theory the media provide a context faslig discussion of an issue, setting
the stage for audience understanding. The amouirthefor space that media devote

to an issue makes audience receptive and aleartcylar themes. The print media

26



reporting became very strong on MRC towards thechdr, 2013 general election
and made it impossible for the audience to ignleeegroup. Such an aggressive
reporting thus created an audience of people st temporarily interested, at the
time, in the undertakings of MRC, even though ptiothe reporting many (perhaps
most) members of the audience were not keen oorganization. The researcher
believes that it is through priming that the MRGnga popularity even outside the
Coast region all for the amount of space and girafgositions allocated to the
articles related to this group. With the secessalls taking toll on the MRC articles
even as they appeared at strategic positions wehge space Kenyans were

convinced that something needs to be done to thegr

2.6.3 Agenda building theory

In highlighting MRC issues print media seemed teehased Agenda building theory
that refers to the process by which news orgamizatand journalists feature,
emphasize, and or select certain events, issussuotes to cover over others. Kadhi
(2012) said in news medium, the editor plays vité¢. He has to decide what kind of
news items to publish and what not to. This theorjpocuses on how news coverage
both reflects and shapes the priorities of govemiroficials, decision makers and
elites. The new agenda therefore here is seeredstiof events or issues that are
portrayed in coverage at one time or across tirherdwas a series of related events
regarding MRC that were grouped together that g&eeto the tension that was
experienced at the Coast ahead of the March 4, @éi8ral elections with secession

and violent acts linked to the group over that time
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Fig 2.1 Conceptual FrameworkModerating variable

2.7. Closing the gaps: fairness and completenessdnverage of MRC.

The literature about coverage of a conflict like MRC issues by print media was
just but a process that examined quite extensihelyextent to which this conflict
potential subject had been handled and recommesabduhg of the possible

loopholes that were perceived have existed. Howevleen it came to determining
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to what levels had the whole issue been highlightetiwith what expected
outcome of such exploration, a lot of questionsaimed unanswered. Same,
concerning the issue of what about the group hes bathered as an in-depth
analysis of the MRC to initiate a process of a nfaneer and balanced reporting,
approaches are not systematic and leave peaceaiesesawith no other option

than going article by article (Medan 2011).

Finally, the role of print media and more particlyldhe national dailies in
reconciling the Coast people and the state remadritmdary to the ongoing
scholarly debates about the relevance of print enedihe Kenyan society ( Kadhi
2012).

2.7.1. Background information on the rise of MRC upising

Kadhi (2012) observed that this was precisely wileedirst gap in the literature
was situated. There remained a vacuum betweerpioets made on incidents
involving MRC and the crucial ‘why’ question in jmalism. Critics claimed that
there had been prosecution of MRC leaders by timé media through judgmental
reports instead of the media remaining a significliannel of communication as
the manner in which it executed its duties hadtecal impact on events such as

political electioneering in Kenya (Nyanjom, 2012).

Kadhi (2012) said this kind of stance was not usmeable and that was the reason
why a number of media practitioners and scholar€lcoled that the MRC issue

had not received a fair attention based on theviollg three arguments:

a) Generally, the coverage on MRC serioustigdd background
information and investigative based facts on hisabidevelopment,

structures and parameters of marginalization aadther activities of the
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group as many stories presented only one viewpoiside of the story

instead of presenting a fair and balanced wholeguuotere.

b)  Principles of conflict sensitive journalisbesides adhering to basic
rules of fairness and diverse reporting, were nasiered through
including in-depth analysis of the Coastal condliahd possible solutions.
Instead, print media reports were only quotingtfmall leaders and their
familiar political-mileage-driven demands leavingt the views of elites

and the ordinary people.

c) It would be crucial to report the MRC cactifinot as consisting of
only two opposing sides: instead also other interaisd needs which are
affected and positive examples of the solutionsimilar and local
problems should be explored. With MRC areas likeses of financing
their court cases and activities across the vgsbme as well as hidden or
secret support from whichever quarters could ngt balance but spice up

print media stories.

30



CHAPTER Il

METHODOLOGY

3.1. Introduction

This chapter spells out the methodology appliethenresearch. Different perspectives
on research methods are explained along with icatibns of the specific choices
made for the study. It describes the research deglgpted, the target population and
the location of the study as well as the samplirg@dure and the sample size.
Research instruments that were employed in dakeatioin and the procedures that
were used in data analysis and interpretationlacepmesented in this chapter.

3.2. Research design

This study employed descriptive research desigis iSla method of collecting
information by interviewing or administering a gtiesnaire to a sample of
individuals (Orodho 2003). Interview that was adab¢nabled the researcher collect
data from individuals conversant with the MRC isand did a comparative analysis
of the content of newspaper articles on MRC andrfeemation from the

individuals. The interview guide had been pre-ste 10 individuals in Kwale,

Kilifi Mombasa, Tana River and Lamu counties durbeween March and August,
2012 and the results were satisfactory. The ptatgexercise had highlighted the
importance of the interviewing technique which offéhe interviewee an opportunity
to paint a broad picture of his or her understagaithe MRC, state conflict in
general and only resort to the interview guidedsgpects not covered by the

respondent.

Research geographical coverage
The research was conducted in Mombasa after sewsitslto five counties of Coast
region leaving out only Taita/Taveta County regdrds upper Coast. While the

research should logically have covered the totalitthe regions mentioned, including
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Zanzibar and Britain, constraints of time and resesi compelled the researcher to
limit the scope of the research to the lower Cddstwever, the limitation of the
territorial coverage does in no way diminish thalgu of the research given the fact
that the original target population is in its largajority was met in the Kenyan Coast.
Indeed, Mombasa is the seat of power; all statigsaare based there and Muslim for
Human Rights (MUHURI), a civil society organizatjdrave their head office in the

town.

3.2. Target Population and Sample

3.2.1. Target Population

In this research, the target population compridaddividuals who had dealt with
MRC in different ways was divided into five mairogps. The researcher had
intended to interview 20 people but managed tdl§efFive government leaders
(three political two state personalities) ; fourropn leaders; three MRC leaders, five
journalists and a leader of a civil society orgatian-MUHURI. Mugenda and
Mugenda (1999) point out of all members of the pafon have an equal and

independent chance of being included in the sample.

3.2.2. Sampling and sampling procedures

Though 20 people had been targeted only eighteé®mgrsons (3 political leaders, 2
government officials, 4 opinion leaders, five joalists, a representative of MUHURI
the only civil society involved and three MRC lee)enaving been selected using
purposive sampling technique, were interviewedsTams 90 per cent of the whole
sample. In this, the researcher targets a groupveel to reliably for the study
(Kombo 2011). The target population was determineatder to have the maximum
chances of gathering the best possible qualitpfofimation about the grievances

fronted by MRC for comparison with the contentlod print media articles on the
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group. In particular, the sample population is mafeeople whose direct personal
implication in the process makes them prime sounE@sformation capable to help

solve the research questions.

a) Political leaders

Three (3) political leaders and eight (2) governtwgficials were interviewed. The
politicians included personalities accused of hgvailed to champion the rights of
the residents of Coast who included governmentiaff, representatives of the
parliament, and representatives of political partietotal of three local leaders the
then cabinet minister and ‘Coast king’ Chirau Akslkwere long serving Assistant
Minister Gonzi Rai and former MP Annania Mwabozaowloubled as MRC lawyer

in court ) were some of the leaders who had antitpthis research.

On the government side, considered were two officthe immediate former Coast
Provincial Commissioner Ernest Munyi, and Coaswii@al Police Officer Aggrey
Adoli were interviewed for they had taken parthe efforts to contain the perceived
threat paused by MRC.

The ethnic and political criteria were used; megriirat there had to be at least a fair
number of interviewees from the Mijikenda, and tthEcountry ethnic groups. Apart
from Mwaboza all the leaders mentioned here wenarggthe government in various

capacities.

b) Opinion leaders

Four (4) opinion leaders include religious leadssgecially a representative of the
National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK); anegentative of the Council of
Imams and Preachers of Kenya (CIPK); a represeggtafiMijikenda Council of

Kaya Elders (MCKE), a representative of a youttbigtMijikenda Youth Forum
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(MYF). All together four opinion leaders were intwed. By doing this the
researcher managed to ascertain that opinionstbfrbbigious leaders and young
leaders about MRC grievances were representati@@astal issues in the scope of

coverage by print media in MRC-related publications

c) Civil society organizations

This cluster constitutes the minority of intervieseas focus was only on MUHURI
that has been mandated by the state to interveseeking a truce between the
government and MRC. Only the director of MUHURI KdaHussein was

interviewed.

d) MRC Leaders

In establishing whether the print media has beamghioning the grievances raised
by the group, the researcher, who had earlier tdgese leaders, manage to
interview three top leaders sitting at the govegraouncil which is the official public
face organ of MRC. The three were Secretary Gettaalza Randu, Spokesman
Rashid Mraja who were easily available in MombakdenxChairman, Hamisi

Mwamnuadzi was traced to his home in Kombani locadf Kwale.

e) Journalists

The researcher engaged five veteran journaliggetshe opinion of the media players
in the whole issue of print media coverage of tHeQvgroup. Three of these
interviewees were serving as bureau chiefs foonatimedia houses in Mombasa and
Eldoret regional bureaus while the fourth one esdlitor of a Coast based weekly
newspaperR?ambazukpwith the fifth one being a political editor of &IStar
newspaper in Nairobi who had worked in Mombasdiftaen years for a leading

print media house before crossing over to his otimeedia firm.

34



3.3. Data collection procedures

Primary data (about the grievances of MRC) wasect#d using in-depth interview
schedule conducted in forms of natural one-on-amversations. The secondary data
(on MRC print media coverage) was collected conamalysis of newspaper articles,

textbooks, journals and the internet.

3.3.1 Interview schedules

Interviews, on the MRC grievances and problemsativas of Coast, were conducted
to supplement and offset the limitations of theteahanalysis. The interviews,
informal, were based on the specific guidelines liaal been prepared and tested on a
few individuals before running it on the overallgfer in order to check its
functionality and the way the target population \Neasly to react or respond. All the
key leaders in the groups mentioned were interviewee interviews were held at
places convenient to the respondents due to thsitiség and mistrust on the MRC

issue in general.

3.3.2 Content analysis

Content analysis, which was the main instrumersssessing MRC newspaper
coverage, of print media articles on MRC was don#hk aid of a newspaper content
analysis code sheet. The code sheet zeroed irtickesithat appeared drhe
StandardandDaily Nationat least six months prior to the March 2013 gdnera
elections and excluded those in the pretestingp@eAspects like date, genre, by-line,

prominence, objectivity of the MRC stories werer@dded in the code sheet.

3.3.3 Validity of research instruments
The validity of instruments is a key element tcaanomplished study as it denotes

the extent to which instruments capture what thep@rt to measure (Kombo

35



2011). The acceptable level of validity largely deged on logical reasoning and
professionalism of the researcher. This was enghiredgh pre-testing to see
whether the instruments would capture the intemdfedmation. In the pretesting
level of the study the researcher used a few psrfsom the groups targeted and
feedback from this level assisted in revising titenview guides and content
analysis code sheet to be specific to the topardaer to cover the objectives of the

study. The researcher also sought expert opinam fris supervisor and lecturers.

3.3.4. Reliability of research instruments

Reliability is the ability of a research instrumémiconsistently measure the
characteristics of interest over time. Reliabiigynfluenced by random error which
may arise at the time of data collection thus esreéncreases, reliability decreases.
Reliability ensures scientific usefulness of amnse@ch work (Kombo 2011). In
this study, reliability was achieved by the reskaraesigning and putting across
the simplest and elaborated questions during tieeviews and in the code sheet.

These were understood and enabled respondentsvid@reliable answers.

3.4 Data collection procedures

The researcher obtained a letter of introductiah@@rmission from the University
of Nairobi and also wrote a letter of transmittatiie then Coast Provincial
Commissioner to request to be allowed to proceeid dine target population in the
counties mentioned for data collection. Face te faterviews were conducted to

the selected persons of the target groups.
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3.4. Data analysis techniques

Data analysis was done in two ways. Qualitativa datluding the findings of the
views of respondents on a certain issue (Kombo Piithis case MRC
grievances, was analyzed through narrative repainaple descriptive analysis
while the quantitative data dealing with the nevpsparticles in the content
analysis was done through simple elaborate anablsimique. While a narrative
report on findings of MRC grievances was made neywspcontent was presented
histograms and pie charts. The researcher alsgzathtiata from interview
schedules. With regard to the findings, appropmatecliusions and

recommendations were made.

3.5 Ethical considerations

Ethical considerations continue to be importane&earch that involves aspects on
human patrticipants (Kombo 2011). Social scientistscur that research involving
human patrticipants should be performed with infatroensent of participants.
While informed consent is essential whenever ppeits are exposed to
substantial, psychological, privacy or health rigksedom is a cherished value in
most societies. Participants should know that tin@inlvement is voluntary
throughout and should receive thorough explandigforehand about benefits,
rights and risks involved. It is for this consid@ra that the study sought informed
consent from key persons in the sampled groupgdReents, in the process, were
informed about the procedures of the researchnpalteisks, benefits and that they
had reserved right to stop interviews at any pioithe event that they felt

uncomfortable with particular questions.
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CHAPTER IV
DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION
4.1. Introduction

The research objective of this study was to inges#i the influence of the sample
(MRC print media articles) regarding the tensiopemenced at the Coast in the run
up to the March 4, 2013 general elections revoharaund the MRC undertakings
and find out what could be done to redress thatan. The data are discussed in
chapter four with the main objective of answering tesearch questions which
guided the study. This chapter is divided in 4isastcorresponding with the four

research objectives and questions.
4.1.1 Background Information

The researcher managed to interview 18, out ofafgeted 20, respondents to get
information about the grievances of MRC which waspared to the content in the
MRC newspaper articles. MRC treasurer and chairohdine council of elders unit
declined to be interviewed. The response rateefber, stood at 90 per cent and since
the 18 agreed that MRC had genuine grievances thadendings be generalized

while conducting the newspaper content analysis.

The Standard and Daily Nation published a totdlX8 articles on MRC between
July 2012 and February 2013. Articles publishedhwmvithese seven months prior to
the general elections held on March 4, 2013 wherCMRdertakings and counter-
undertakings from the government were at pick, veerayzed. A total of 5,14, 11,
30, 13, 20, 11 and 9 articles were published bywleenewspapers in July, August,
September, October, November, December, January Eebruary respectively. The
Standard published 2, 8, 7, 17, 8, 8, 6 and 6 vibdéldy Nation had 3, 6,4, 13, 5, 12,
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and 5 in July, August, September, October, Novenibecember, January , and
February respectively. These figures put 63 andréfles published The Standard
and Daily Nation respectively.

Graph for S and DN'’s July 4 (2,2)August 14 (8,@pt8mber 11(6,5), October
35(19,16), Novemberl3 (8,5), December 20(12,8) danll (6,5) , and February 9
(5,4) respectively
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4.2. The print media articles on fuelling MRC-relaked anxiety

Given the much hyped MRC undertakings by the tifniis research, the question
that arose was whether print media articles thaeaped inThe StandaréndDaily
Nationwere fanning panic among up-country settlers enGoast. That was the first
guestion the newspaper content analysis attemptadswer. The content of 113
MRC-related articles published by the two newspapexs analyzed with 81 of them

carrying violence-related massage. Newspaper estmbde sheets were used to
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analyze these articles. This constituted 71.6&pet of the stories published by the
two leading dailies between August and FebruanB2liiis, therefore, shows that
only 32 articles or 28.32 per cent of the articleser carried violence related
messages.

The 81 articles had stories focusing on MRC all§gptinning an attack on police
officers or provincial administration units, accdsd executing an attack or MRC
leaders denying taking part in such an incidemhembers taking an oath in readiness
for an attack. On October, 4, 2012 an attack orirtae fisheries minister Amason
Kingi where his body guard was killed and a senalttopeful Stewart Madzayo was
seriously injured was the headline for the two pap€his attack was blamed on

MRC members even before police launched and costplavestigations.

Pie chart with 71.68 per cent violent related sésrand 28.32 no-violent related

Pie chart

4.3 The Print Media’s attempt to address MRC grievaces
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The content analysis showed that 93 articles fatosesecurity threat and failed
short to mention what the MRC stood for as esthblisduring the interviews with its
top leadership. The issues of land, unemploymeatgmalization in education,
health and infrastructure areas, as mentionedd)HRC leadership, were missing in
most of these articles. These issues, however, eagteired by 20 articles including
commentaries by columnists. The MRC secessioraadllhow the provincial
administrators or security agents would handlegtioeip were two issues that
dominated in most of the articles. There was, floeee a disconnection between what
the media reported and what MRC had said they gtarglring the interviews with
the researcher. The gate keeping theory seemesldpfiicable as reporters, the
sources of news and editors or media owners wepdnsible for letting out or not

letting out particular information about the group.

Pie chart for 93 articles and 20 articles (82.30 pent v 17.70 per cent)

Articles

m 93 articles

W 20 articles

4.3.1 The reporter’s influence on MRC story
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Coincidentally 93 of the 113 articles on MRC puléid at the time were done by
reporters based at the Coast with only 20 leftiitews from the rest of the country.
This gives the local reporters 82.30 per cent legwainly 17.70 per cent to those from
outside the seaside region. The high number aflestenjoyed by the local scribes
could be attributed to the proximity with MRC issws the expense of their
upcountry colleagues. Out of these 93 articleg45113 per cent) and 42 (37.16)
were written by native Coast reporters and scngsroots in up-country
respectively. The 51 articles by native reporteosity cited MRC leaders before
adding comments from government officials while teeerse was seen with the 42
articles by non-native reporters. Those done bgllmurnalists attempted to bring out
the MRC grievances while the ones by non-nativenteps were action-on-MRC-

based stories.

Pie chart for 45.13 per cent for natives and 37p&6 cent for non-natives

Chart

M Natives

M non-natives
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4.3.2 The editor or media owner priming role in MRCatrticle

Most of the 20 articles that tried to highlight thi&kC grievances were either letters to
the editor on commentaries by columnists like Raslaaa editor Gitau Warigi among
others. This clearly shows that the editor doesonbt have powers to allow or not to
allow what should be published to the public bebalould decide where, in the
newspaper, a particular article appeared. Whilelestfrom reporters were edited, a
disclaimer came at the end of column stating tmatiews in the report were
personal to the writer and never reflected thetposof the media house on MRC.
These articles seemed to have been categorizethiatdMRC-grievances-based or
action-on-MRC-based stories. Most of the actionMRC-based stories that were
accompanied with pictures were found on strateggep like front page while most

of the MRC-grievances-based stories lacked pictanelswere on county inner pages.

The two papers carried a similar headline and pstof blood-drenched MRC
chairman Omar Mwamnuadzi on October 16, 2012 atawas captured after a
bloody fight between his supporters and a contingéeneral Service Unit at his
Kombani home in Kwale CountyMRC Chief Arrested After a Bloody Figlathd

‘Two Dead, 38 Arrested as MRC Chief Captusmieamedrhe StandaréndDaily
Nationrespectively on that date. In this ‘big’ story ipelchief Adoli accused
Mwanuadzi of resisting arrest while accusationthefuse of excessive force by civil
societies were in the inner pages the following. dgm the initial stage of the
content analysis of all the stories it was demastt clearly that the intent and nature

of any MRC publication heavily depended on who géneestory.

The print media seemed to have found themselvegeleata rock and a hard place as
they had to rely on these two ever-opposing soutnarost, if not all, stories
published at the time MRC were ever reacting tausattons of wrongdoing from the

government in the same story or the following dggve for two stories when MRC
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openly revealed their intentions to take theirtpetito Queen Elizabeth of England in
August and called on for peaceful March 4, 2013=galrelections in February, the
rest were reactions. These two stories never gdabbadlines but instead found space

in the inner county pages.
4.3.3 The source’s influence on the reporter’s bearg of the MRC reporting

Analyzed from the source perspective, there sed¢mbd two angles common with
MRC print media reports broadly classified under GAgrievances-based and action-
on-MRC-based all that emanated from the origirhefinformation flowing to the
reporter. The first category was attributed to MiR&ders while the second one to the
provincial administration or police officers. Mgstirnalists, however, balanced
stories with comments from both sides of the MR&ystAt least 62 stories of the
total 113 articles included comment from all théesi. The rest of the stories were
leaning towards one side. These comments were Jeswguided within the story
subject of the source. Reporters were restrictesgé comment on the issue being
raised by the other side thus if a story was aackton a police post, for instance, the
reporter would call MRC or police officials eithir confirm or deny. In most of these
stories if the source was a security agent thetoutld be a warning, linking MRC to
an incident while MRC would denounce or exoneraggriselves from the blame or
accusations. This, therefore, ensured that thategavould only rely on what the

source says thus giving particular information antdany other.
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Pie chart with 62 (54.86 per cent) balanced and43.14 per cent) unbalanced

Chart

m Balanced

m Unbalanced

Stories that focused on the grievances of the gnwerne associated with the MRC
leadership including Chairman Hamisi Mwamnuadzgr8&ary Hamza Randu and
Spokesman Rashid Mraja who consistently advocatitd,a passion, for the
secession call due to the issues affecting thee&@oastal. The stories that were
calling for action would be attributed to Coast\®ngial Commissioner Samuel
Kilele or Coast Police boss Aggrey Adoli would agpen front pages or strategic
space with pictures of police officers in actionMRC members. The secession call,
however, dominated these stories overshadowingetieons behind it . These stories
from the MRC top brass would be found in the inmecounty pages of the two

newspapers and would not be accompanied by pictoii#gstrate the facts in them.
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4.4. Towards addressing Coast people’s problems

The content analysis of the MRC articles publisivétiin this period by the two
newspapers showed an effort by the print mediagptatp address the historical
injustices meted on Coast people in general althdugas the spectacle of the MRC
movement. Unlike other subjects that seemed taebishmable running for several
days only, the MRC undertakings were consistentihé media at a time political
temperatures were rising ahead of the March 4, 2@b@ral elections. The fact that
even the print media stakeholders, apart from tde sind other interested parties,
agreed that MRC grievances were genuine madedssacy for a collective solution
to be sort as such grievances did not occur ircawa but were indeed affecting a

large number of Coast residents.

An effort to address the Coastals’ plight was destrarted by the fact that a total of
113 articles were published within this short tiamel talked about one subject: MRC.
Kadhi (2012) agreed that the fact that MRC exisisself very important news. As
earlier discussed in this chapter, the fact thaar@i8les were done by reporters based
at the Coast showed conscious or unconscious gniéss by the scribes to address
the problems they encounter in the field. The 2iglas done by editors, columnists
among other individuals from up-country demonsttdltet various sides were willing

to see to it that the Coast people’s problems adesssed.

All these articles pointed out that there was adi#f between the MRC and the
government following hard stances taken by thesesides. The state categorically
stated that it was ready to dialogue with MRC vathiew to addressing their
grievances only if they dropped the secessiorvwdaile the organization insisted on
their ban to be lifted by the state before gointhtonegotiation table. This showed
that although the media was not pointing out whieegproblem was the publication

clearly indicated that the two sides ought to softesir hard stances. The media was,
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without saying, taking notice of the suffering tlesidents were undergoing from
landlessness, unemployment and unequal educatportopities by reporting on this

movement associated with them.

Majority of the 30 articles that appeared in Octa@@12 were emphasizing on the
national examinations expected in primary and sgaonschool at the time, warned
MRC against disrupting the 2012 Kenya Certificdt®omary Education, the 2012
Kenya Certificate of Secondary and the March 4,2BdGcation educated the Coast

people on the importance of taking national exanasgarticipating in elections.
4.4.1 Balancing interests of either side of the céict

The two newspapers consciously or unconsciousngald the two sides of the
conflict reporting issues of MRC from courts andside court. In reporting about
accusations of violence hurled by the police adfeiand provincial administration
and including MRC leaders’ comments, the newspapgrpressed further
confrontation. Out of 113 articles 67 articles leed around confrontational subjects
between the government and the MRC group. Thesadied the stories blaming
MRC on attacks on police, election officials, damis, oath taking, threats to disrupt
examination and the March 4, 2013 general electidhs remaining 46 publications

were either court proceedings or commentaries frolumnists.
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Pie chart confrontational articles (59.29 per cengn-confrontational articles (40.71

per cent)

Out of the 67 articles based on confrontationajesib, 53 were carrying comment
from the accused side. This number of balancedestcapturing mostly events from
outside court put the percentage of journalisticiss on MRC at 59.29 per cent, a
commendable high number for a state faced withlitigad conflict that is

challenging according to Hoile (2005).

A notable fact in the data analysis is the deteatiom by the two newspapers to make
a consistent follow up of court cases between tidte ssnd MRC. This trend
highlighted the difference MRC was from the othigilante groups that had also
been banned. It is worth noting that 42 storiedipbd were court proceedings of the
said cases and this was a clear indication thagritigp was determined to challenge
its ban, achieve its other missions within the ttutsonal framework. A case in point
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is when a three-judge High Court bench sitting ionMbasa faulted the government
decision to ban the group on July 25, 2013 a dtwatgrabbed the headlines of the
two papers the following day. On July 26, 20D3jly NationscreamedMRC ban
lifted’ while The Standardead Judges: MRC ban unconstitutiohah the front

pages. The lifting of the ban was not only a sftooyn the court but was accompanied
by the history of the group, what it stood for aadhas its leadership. The MRC
stories from court alone constituted 37.16 per mting only 62.84 per cent to other

sources.

Pie chart with 37.16 per cent court stories and8@2per cent outside court

m Court stories  m Qutside court

2. Bringing Coast people’s problems to the fore

The data analysis spoke of one thing in commonctiverage of MRC only
shallowly mentioned problems facing Coast residastpresented by the group.
Coast had had an unfair share of land, infrastracand education, employment
iIssues among other crucial societal concerns btirtteeof this research. The land
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issue that triggered the uprising of the MRC moweimeas mentioned in passing, in
the articles, without details given. Goldsmith (2Dput land ownership, with title
deeds, between the settlers and natives at abqer8%ent and 15 per cent
respectively. Land was cited as a key element istrobthese stories taking a bulk of
70 stories, 22 were on employment, 11 based oraéiduovhile 10 articles were

shared between general issues and infrastructougthwere mentioned in passing.

Pie chart land 61.94%, employment 19.46%, educdi@8% and infrastructure
and others 8.84%.

mLand wEmployment wm Education = Infrastructure = Others

Stories that talked of education involved MRC adlely threatening to disrupt
examination and a few challenging national leatteequip local schools with
facilities and build a full-fledged university ihd region. Those mentioning roads
fell short of highlighting while roads in other p&of the country are tarmacked only
the Nairobi-Mombasa, Mombasa-Lungalunga, Mombashrlichighways and a
few roads are passable during rainy season. Onogmpeht cases in point involved

MRC uprising cited by local leaders in August wiilea then minister for transport
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Amos Kimunya named nine people from Mt Kenya regmthe 12-member Kenya

Ports Authority board of directors.
4.5.0 Impact of MRC media coverage on Coast people

The impact print media coverage had on MRC wasdaching in Coast and across
the country. In as much as some people dismisgedroup’s demands of secession
as unrealistic and unrealizable, it is worth notingt wishing away the MRC proved
difficult. The print media played a greater rolepmblicizing the group more than any
entity and compelled leaders to go back to the mhigwoard to see how best they

handle the issues raised by group that was synamymaoonative Coast residents.

With most stories quoting the police sources thas an indication that even security
agents had been strategizing on the best way tontbethe perceived threat to
security. The government by then led by PresidentiMKibaki and his co-principal
Prime Minister Raila Odinga among other key lead@¥se puzzled by this group thus
issuing contradicting statements as reported mossesection of the articles. On
October 21, 2012The Standar@dndDaily Nationreported Kibaki pledges to

continue crackdown on MR@nd‘Kibaki praises KDF, rebukes MR@spectively.
Generally, the MRC coverage drew the attentiomefdeople of Coast, the state, the

media and the other citizens of the country.
4.5.1 Creation of ‘Coast nationalism’ with false hpe of independence

The MRC slogan ofPwani Si Kenyahad a greater effect on cushioning the native
residents of Coast from the rest of the Kenyanshfersecond time in history, apart
from independence Coast nationalism advocatedyftind late KADU leader Ronald
Ngala. Leaders, the clergy or residents voiced thgiport for the MRC grievances in
61 out of the 71 articles on non-court-proceedioges indicating that the natives of

came together bound by a strong perception of maligation. A mentality of ‘we
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the Coast natives are marginalized by the othengrged to propel the desire to push
for the ‘elusive yet unrealistic independence gahkad of the 2013 ‘year of freedom
for the region’ as the March 4, 2013 general ededticlocked in. The ‘Coast
nationalism’ build a false hope on the natives aose for secession to be successful
there needs to be an amendment of the constitapart from assessing the economic
viability of the area that normally comes with ipgadence of a region that breaks

away from the rest of the country.

Most of the leaders and elites from the region vehmsmment were included in these
non-court-proceeding stories, however, never supgdhe secession call. In these
articles the leaders, clergy and enlightened ressdeeemed to agree that breaking
away’ was not the right road to solving the proldetoast residents faced. The fact
that many native Coast residents especially thesadiid not support the secession call
while the rural folks and the illiterate in rurakas were fanatical about the ‘much
anticipated 2013 independence’ indicated that tadiareports had great impact on
MRC gospel. Most rural dwellers quoted in theselag supported secession. The
critics of secession as quoted in most articlemséeo be informed of non-viability
of this dream while the proponents rode on ighcgaas:they were not aware of the
difficulty or impossibility of achieving this goaWidely quoted in these stories,
including the MRC top brass, were Muslim clerics @oliticians who expressed

passion in the break-away idea.
4.5.2 MRC keeps state security agencies on toes

The stories portrayed the state as grappling wighMRC group to an extent of being
perceived as not being sure of the best way toladadyroup. Articles on MRC
challenging their ban in court, speaking openlyttair stand and the fact that the
grievances represented those of Coast people theestate and security agents into

confusion. Most of the stories, which reported gmliaids on MRC members, were
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followed by others, carrying sharp criticism froeadlers, religious and political
leaders. Theories of the state security agentsirdila in handling the group in the
best way possible advanced with claims that criteiaad even the same security
agents were taking advantage of the MRC publicityause chaos in the region and
heap blame on MRC. MRC Secretary Hamza Randu aokeSman Rashid Mraja
have been quoted in about 75 per cent of the fhealistories absolving the group

from blame with regards to violent incidents.

In the stories attributed to governments agentgrarg crackdowns because MRC
was linked to terrorist groups of Al Shabaab an@aida apart from blaming the
group on the spate of insecurity that were expeadrat the Coast at the time. The
security agents also claimed that the group was@dmwen as the MRC leadership
consistently denied any links with tiAé Shabaaland Al Qaida. On the crack-down
ordered by the then President Kibaki as publishe@®ctober 21, 2012, divided
opinion emerged. In his commentary Victor Budegphtipal science lecturer at the
University of Nairobi, said that even though widesga frustration on the Coast made
it a fertile recruiting ground for radical groupise allegation that MRC is affiliated
with Al-Shabaabwas largely “meant to shore up public supporter crackdown.

The crackdown could backfire, winning the group ensupport and increasing the
already worrying levels of violence in the regidihose killed in the crackdowns were
regarded as martyrs a matter that was likely toagde making MRC more popular

than taming it.
4.5.3 MRC as a major source of news for the print edia

The fact that 113 articles could be published wifjhst seven months in the two
newspapers indicated that MRC was a juicy topidtiermedia. Most of the stories
revolved on allegedly planned or executed violeits.aStories would be published

only a day after running on FM stations. Print nag@ilied on FM stations and social
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media networks for updates on MRC related ston#8C provided action stories as
crackdowns on their members intensified aheadeg#neral elections as well as
court proceedings. The fast media response to MBGE clearly indicated that the
subject had an impact on the very media that whsghing the stories. The subject
was classified under the conflict areas of jousmland even triggered debates within
the media fraternity who were out to find how testover it. Media stakeholders like
Media Council of Kenya, Kenya Correspondents Assam among other

organizations convened workshops at the time ttudshow best to cover MRC.
4.5.4 Fear and hatred between natives and up-countcitizens

The much hype on the MRC activities brought feat anxiety among the upcountry
people who had settled in the Coastal strip as pleegeived themselves as the chief
targets on the operations of the group. TPwani si Kenyarallying call, associating
the group with native Coast people, blaming thenviolence that rocked the region,
linking them to hate leaflets circulated in partshe Coast created fear among the
settlers. Articles reporting that police officersstly from up-country were targeted
by the spate of attacks associated with this gnocygased the anxiety among the
‘non-natives’. Over 70 per cent of all the articlesMRC mentioned violence in form
of planned oath-taking ceremonies, planned attanksecurity agents, circulation of
leaflets or MRC leadership coming out to dismisshstieports, built fear. Hatred
between natives and settlers piled as these papkashed one MRC story after

another.
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CHAPTER V:
FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1. Introduction

This study was undertaken to analyze the topicbfipal conflict coverage with
Coast’'s MRC as a case study, find out the factehsrial the anxiety that arose from
the publicity the group had received and recomntbadvays of amicably solutions.
Fair reporting requires that the interests of the sides of the MRC conflict are taken
into consideration by the media. An attempt toayewers to a series of the FIVE
‘Ws’ and ‘H’ questions about the group would hawaried the basis for news editors’
briefing and debriefing of reporters covering th&@®1 That, together with techniques
of investigative reporting, could have helped thardry understand the many
intricacies of the illegal organization. ( Kadhil2).The media have to engage the

MRC group the same way they engage the state siste.

5.2. Summary of findings

This chapter discussed the patterns that stanchosit particularly with the coverage

of MRC accorded by the print media.

5.2.1 Do print media reports heighten anxiety amongoast ‘settlers’?

The first research question, whether the print meejports on MRC byhe Daily
NationandThe Standardheightened tension between the natives, upcopetple

and the state, was analyzed in section 4.2 throagtent analysis of 113 MRC
articles published. This content analysis was ddter interviews with eighteen key
people to establish the real cause of MRC and/éalked that violence was the subject
of most MRC articles published by the two papethatime. Apart from all the 113
articles giving thePwani si Kenyasecession call prominence, 81 had violence-

related messages while only 31 had non-violencesages Most of the cool articles
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were court proceedings or commentaries while theeparts amounted to 71.68 per
of the total articles. Leaving only 28.32 articte=e of violence messages made the
public associate MRC with security threats up-coupeople seeing themselves as

the main targets.

5.2.2 Can print media be relied to articulate Coaspeople’s grievances?

While the interviews showed that lack of land, uptayment, marginalization in
education, infrastructure, health sectors wererthm issues faced by Coast residents
and championed by MRC the content analysis showbd2® articles out of the 113
analyzed just mentioned the issues in passing.sSececall dominated and 93
articles focused on security threat from MRC. TBeficles revolved around alleged
plans by MRC to attack police stations, disruptimg 2012 KCPE and KCSE and
March 4, 2013 general elections and abortive caltint) missions failing to mention
the real issues triggering advocacy by the grouyy @0 articles or 17.70 per cent
articles just mentioned these issues while 93estart 82.30 per cent portrayed MRC
as a serious security threat. By failing to focndtwese issues in most of the articles

the print media thus did not attempt to addresgtleances of Coast people.

Priming theory seemed to have worked. Reportere gamminence to thewani si
Kenyacall at the expense of the other grievances fagusi lack of land,
unemployment, poor roads, and health and eductwmiities. The action-on MRC
stories found themselves on prime pages within @ategspace while the MRC-
grievances stories were given little attention,evewer and were mostly found in the
inner pages or county pages. These reporters datwhat would be published by
focusing on the particular subject and not anot¥tele the editors decided what to

publish and what not.
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Framing as a theory was applied by the print mékhe. print media seemed to have
set an agenda to frustrate the group’s hopes aft®waaking away from the rest of
the country. This was done through agenda framingres MRC were framed law
breakers by demanding independence for Coast.Wdssa consistent reminder to the
public through inclusion of ‘separatist or secessiv tag in all the stories that were
published. Their issues were thus overshadowedibyreasonable call of secession
and the notion that ‘nothing good can come from MR&s created and amplified.
The group’s banned status was used even afterigheGburt sitting in Mombasa
lifted their ban.

Agenda building seemed to have played within tRerginths before the March 4,
2013 general elections. The media seemed to heathie agenda of ‘tarnishing the
name of the group’ by ensuring that MRC was linteedttacks on progressive
national exercises. Stories that MRC were plantondjsrupt the 2012 voter
registration exercise, the 2012 KCPE and KCSE natiexaminations and the March
4, 2013 general elections, piled a negative nadtoout the group. Denials that MRC
was not planning such things, their calls for p&alageneral elections in February

2013 were not given prominence like the allegeakcatplans.

The trend also revealed that MRC did not have aanaalicy and were in the media
absolving themselves from violence-related accasatby the government agents.
This led to the disconnect between what they stoodnd what appeared in the
newspapers for they never made press releasesiferences and if they did so they
were ever defending themselves against accusaifattacks. This denied them an

opportunity to articulate the issues that made threamsify the secession call.
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5.2.3 Do print media reports have impact on Coastgople’s welfare?

The impact print media coverage had on MRC wasdaching in Coast and across
the country. The MRC group brought Coast peopedblems to the limelight
because wishing away their problems proved difficdespite the secession demands
being unrealistic and unrealizable. By having 1dRlas on one subject within seven
months ahead of the general elections it was thedirall was not well at the Coast.
Everybody including the then President Mwai Kibakd his co-principal Prime
Minister Raila Odinga directed their attentionh@stgroup that was synonymous with
native Coast residents. The gospel resonated atr@ssuntry getting much attention

from the media than any subject.

The MRC slogan ofPwani Si Kenyadismissed by many as unrealistic and
unachievable brought native Coast residents togdtigave rise to Coast nationalism
four decades after the clamor for federalism byenrast independence Coast politician
Ronald Ngala. Even the local elites who dismissedcall supported the grievances
of MRC. This Coast nationalism built a false hopendependence that was not

achieved.

Security agents and the government were kept anas¢hey failed to classify MRC
as a criminal gang or not in spite of the ban. fEoe that the group enjoyed fanatical
support mostly among the Muslim population sawstitage associate it withl
ShaabalandAl Qiadaterror networks. The government was seen to b&used on
handling members of a banned group who were dévighallenge their outlaw in
court as stipulated in the constitution. The Jdy 2012 court victory was a big blow
to the executive arm of the government. CrackdosvnMRC members attracted
condemnation from civil societies, religious leadand even politicians including the

then Prime Minister Raila Odinga. Secretary Hamaad® and Spokesman Rashid
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Mraja are quoted in over 75 per cent of the 11i8lag absolving MRC from violence

allegations.

To the media in general, MRC formed the juiciepid¢amwing to its alleged
association with violence. It requires a topic ¢ohwot for 113 articles to be published
within just seven months in the two newspapers.fabethat most stories revolved
on allegedly planned or executed violent acts orale of those allegations kept the
media going. MRC stories were traced to court andide court as crackdowns and
prosecutions of members intensified ahead of tinegé elections. Classified under
conflict journalism, MRC coverage compelled medaksholders like Media Council
of Kenya, Kenya Correspondents Association amohgrairganizations to convene

workshops at the time to discuss how best to ctiheegroup’s undertakings.

Kadhi (2012) agreed that coverage of MRC was alictitfased journalism. The
intensification of thePwani si Kenyasecession call by the group clustered residents
into two groups: the natives and the non-nativeRQMvas identified with the natives
and the violent stories claimed the group was targeon-locals in their mission,

this brought fear and tension between the two caieg of residents. That over 70 per
cent of all the articles on MRC mentioned violencérm of planned oath-taking
ceremonies, planned attacks on security agents;ienudation of leaflets or MRC
leadership coming out to dismiss such reportst bear. Hatred between natives and

settlers piled as these papers splashed one MRCadter another.

5.3. Conclusions

The following conclusions were made from the firgdin

Articles published byrhe Standar@éndDaily Nationheighted violence ahead of the
March 4, 2013 general election as most of themezhriolence messages and gave
the ‘Pwani si Kenyasecession call prominence. Out of the 113 ariplgblished 81

stories had violence-related messages while onlyaBllnon-violence message.
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Very little attention was given by the print mettiaMRC grievances of land,
unemployment, marginalization in education, infnasture, and health sectors that
were synonymous with the main issues faced by Geagtents. Secession call was in
all MRC articles published byhe StandardndDaily Nation

MRC did not have a media policy and failed to pafiss conferences or whenever
they occasionally did they were only absolving teelmes from violence-related
accusations by the government agents. Their istuegfore, never got a fair

representation in the print media.

The media lacked historical background informaabout the social, political and
cultural position of native Coastal communitiestthas an immense influence from
Islam. The media failed to probe why MRC’s seceassiall had fanatic following
among Muslims facing opposition from their Christidounterparts who only

supported the grievances.

The MRC slogan ofPwani Si Kenyathough dismissed by many as unrealistic and
unachievable brought native Coast residents toggihimg rise to Coast nationalism
that had been elusive for decades. MRC thus aathieMeringing native residents
together beating politicians’ efforts that had fiep. This Coast nationalism built a

false hope of independence that was not achieved.

Security agents were kept on toes as they faletbssify MRC as a criminal gang

or not in spite of the ban. They handled the gnmgnbers with a human face doing
away with the characteristic extra-judicial killmgsed to stamp out militant groups
banned alongside MRC likdungiki. The fact that MRC were challenging the state in
court saw security agents condemned whenever ey excessive force on the
members.
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MRC’s undertakings formed the juiciest topic owiogts alleged association with
violence. It was the hottest topic producing huddref articles across the media as
well as eliciting debates among media stakeholdgetbey grappled with how best to

cover the group.

5.4. Recommendations
This study came up with various recommendationgesalving marginalization of

the Coast residents, not particularly through tieQVspectacle, including:

The print media need to probe into the historigsiinkctiveness of the Coast to bring
out the problem facing the residents, not necdgdasim the MRC point of view.
Highlight the historical background of the Coas&jion, which was for many
centuries under Arab rulers then under the Britslonizers and later the independent
Kenya government, will answer the question whyedhera huge discrepancy in land
allocation, acquisition of education, fair Coastglresentation in state appointments

and general development.

The print media also need to acknowledge the immansg deeply rooted influence
of Islam that left the residents behind at indegece especially having been
undergoing the Islamic education while their up+toy counterparts were educated
and cultured in the British way. They should thdmarate for a transformation from
the Koranic education to formal school as wellresdihad way of articulating issues

to a democratic and civil approach.

The print media ought to identify and consistehilyhlight the strength of the new
constitution whose implementation would guarantselation to all the issues raised
by the MRC as it entrenches devolution as its kibgrgo governance. The fact that

powers were decentralized to the six counties @afleaveta, Lamu, Kilifi, Kwale,
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Mombasa and Tana River should be good news todbgetdate Coastal chaps. This
should be seen as dream come true after indepem@®astal political kingpin

Ronald Ngala fight foMajimboism(federalism) soon after independence flopped.
This could kill the clamor for self-autonomy thrduthePwani si Kenyaslogan.

The formation of constitutional commissions like tiLC among others should be
seen as a way towards addressing the land issbe negion among others. The NLC
that has mandate to revoke all the irregularlycalted land parcels of land sprawling
from Vanga in the South to Kiunga in the North &man Takaungu in the East and
Taveta in the West should be viewed as the wayooite landlessness problem faced

by thousands of the residents.
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1
Letter of Transmittal

PHILIP MBAJI KAULU
P.O. BOX 124-80105

KALOLENIL.

15 TH MARCH, 2012.

THE PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER
COAST PROVINCE

PRIVATE BAG

MOMBASA.

Dear Sir

REF: REQUEST FOR RESEARCH ASSISTANCE

This letter is to kindly request for your assisentthe collection of data for my
research on Print Media coverage on the Mombasalfiepan Council.

The findings of this research will purely be useddcademic purposes and will be
submitted to the University of Nairobi, School oudnalism for the award of M.A in
Communication Studies.

Your assistance will be highly appreciated.
Thank you in advance.

Yours faithfully

Philip Mbaji Kaulu.
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Appendix 2

NEWSPAPER CONTENT ANALYSIS CODE SHEET
SERIAL NUMBER

SECTION A: DESCRIPTION

1. Date of Publication:

N

. Newspaper:
A] Daily Nation
B] The Standard

w

. Name of Writer:

4. Title of Article:

(92

. Genre of Story:
A] Hard News
B] News Analysis
C] News Round up
D] News Brief
E] Feature Story
F] Editorial
G] Commentary
HIQ&A

6. Que of Story:
A] Political News
B] Business News
C] Social News
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SECTION B: MEASURING PROMINENCE LEVEL ACCORDED TO THE MRC BY EACH
ARTICLE

7. In what kind of page is the story located?
A] Prime Page ----a) Page 1 b) Page 2 c) Page 3 d) Back Page
B] Others, Please Specify

8. What is the size of the article regarding the EAI
A] Full Page
B] More than One Page
C] Three Quarters of a Page
D] Two Thirds of a page
E] Half of a Page
F] One Third of a Page
G] A Quarter of a Page
H] Other, Please Specify

9. Does the story have an editorial supplement?
A] Yes B] No

10.If yes, what is it?
A] Picture
B] Pictures
C] Cartoon
D] Visual-Graphic Tool (Specify)

11.Which prominent characters (s) are mentioned in the MRC article?
A] Head of State/Prime Minister
B] MRC leaders
C] Prominent Government Officials
D] Police Officers
E] Provincial Administrators
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F] Clergymen
H] Other, Please Specify

12.What event is covered by the article?
A] Conference
B] Workshop/Seminar/Symposium
C] Court proceedings
D] MRC Meeting
E] Other, Please Specify
SECTION C: MEASURING CONSTRUCTIVE FRAMES WHILE REPORTING ON MRC

13.What is the identity concept used to Identify the EAC in the article?
A] Collective Identity
B] Non Collective Identity

14.What tone does that article adopt in representing the MRC?
A] Positive
B] Negative
C] Neutral

SECTION D: MEASURING THE JOURNALISTIC OBJECTIVE FULFILLED WHILE
REPORTING ON MRC

15.Does the article fulfill the following journalistic obligations on MRC? Tick as
appropriate.

RESPONSIBILITY YES | NO
Explain grievances of MRC
Interpret the implications of
Secession call

Reveal Socio-Political and Economic
challenges faced by Coast residents
Explain the alternative ways of
addressing MRC grievances
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Provide History and Background
Information for Coastal problems
Discuss merits of the new
constitution with regard to
resolving Coastal issues
Recommend solutions to challenges
facing the Coast residents
Encourage participation in March
4, 2013 General Elections
Encourages dialogue between MRC
and the state

Encourage education among the
native Coast residents

16.What subject/issue is addressed by the article on MRC? Tick as appropriate.

Secession call (Pwani si Kenya
slogan)

Violence allegations by the
security agents

Transport and
Communication facilities

Lack of land among Coast
residents

Alleged boycott on the 2012
KCPE and KCSE

Challenging MRC ban in
Mombasa High Court

Alleged boycott on the March
4, 2013 General Election
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Appendix three: Interview Guide

The nature of MRC in attempting the address the iages affecting Coast residents

grievances that have given rise to formation of thtMRC group

1. Can MRC be classified as a political party, religg@ssociation, a vigilante
group or a civil society?

2. Has MRC sought to be registered by the government?
The issues that have given rise to formation of thelRC group

3. Why was it necessary for MRC to be formed?
4. Do you think the secession cBWMvani si Kenyas justified?
5. Ifitis not, then:

a. What are the alternative means in the realisatignstice to Coast people?

b. How will these alternative ways be achieved?
The historical leadership transitions Coast underwet to independence

6 How did the Sultan of Zanzibar end up ceding pAhisterritory to the
British colonial government?

7 How did the residents of Coast benefit from thimagement?

8 Did these benefits last past independence?

MRC and national unity and security

9 How will MRC address these issues without threaigsiecurity should

the government continue with its hard stances?

10 Do MRC seek licences for their meetings from thkcp@
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MRC working with local politicians

11 Have local politicians been invited to champiors ttause?
12 Are there some of these leaders who have approddRé&zifor

assistance?
The source of funding MRC activities

13 How does MRC raise funds to finance some of ifseasive
undertakings like Court cases?
14 How does MRC sustain its sources of funding?

15 Does MRC have auditing provisions to its finances?
Hope to Coast residents through the state addresgjrMRC grievances

16 Has the government attempted to reach out to MRGeles for
dialogue?
17 Is the government willing to address the issues M€ raised?

The situation beyond the secession call

18 What is the next step should the government faslutccumb to the
independence pressure?
19 Is there a governance structure should the stateégythe Coast region

independence?

71



