
Meet the legendary
Mathematician
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I
t is a fine afternoon
in November, with
birds chattering,

chirping, and
students briskly
moving along the
corridors. Inside
one tiny but cozy
cubicle, Ganesh
Prasad Pokhariyal
is extolling on the
virtues of discipline,
commitment and
hard work.

G. P.or Pokhariyal as he tells me, is
Professor of Applied Mathematics at the
University of Nairobi and unlike what
you expect from a don of surliness,
cold eyes and a perpetual, I have been
misused bowed shoulder, Pokhariyal
is a happy man. I am happy, I like the
scholarly environment and the best
part of this is the fact that whatever
suggestion or what I get to put across
is taken and implemented. What else
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do you need from an organization?
You must always in life show you
appreciation for an entity that does not
ignore you, and this is what will make
your life so much more important.

Prof. Pokhariyal was born over
sixty years ago in India; the former
Uttrra-Pradesh state, his family's home
overlooked the Himalayan range, Uttra-
kand, his home town, is at the foot
heels of the Himalayas and is a religious
pilgrimage state for Hindus. Again,
the state also has an institution that
trains Islamic philosophers at Devband.
Pokhariyal remembers his early life
growing up in the hills. "Life was tough,
we walked everywhere, that hard life
always gives you a humbling effect.
The huge mountain always in front
reminds you, making you appreciate the
heavens and the creation of God, and
the environment reminds you that you
should never dare challenge the rules.
This was always a lesson in humility.

Pokhariyal studied Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics for his
B.sc degree at Allahabad University;
he pursued a master's course in
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do not need anybody to verify the path
for you".

According to Pokhariyal, math's
matches with mythology; mans-energy
relationship, is akin to the body and soul
relationship and it matches mortal and
immortal. It is therefore important for
students of mathematics to realize that
the discipline streamlines your thought
process to have logic and that is
transformed into your life and becomes
more or less in your habits. This makes
your life easy and smooth.

Pokhariyal has been living in Nairobi
and has worked for the University for
the last thirty eight years, and he has
never wavered from continuing to work
here "you do not live in a country for
38 years if you do not have mutual
liking and respect. My interactions
have been enjoyable indeed, when I
meet ordinary Kenyans and they
identify me as mwalimu at the
University, immediate affection
threads are sewn, this makes
life fantastically enriching
outside the University"

After graduating
with his master's
degree, Prof
Pokhariyal taught
at Benares
Hindu
University.
The
tradition
at

According to Pokhariyal, maths
matches with mythology; mans-energy
relationship, isakin to the body and soul
relationship and it matches mortal and

immortal.


