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PREFACE

Httjirre as a l l  a n i m a l s  a r e  m i g r a t o r y  by n a t u r e ,  human b e i n g s  h a v e

t h e  h i g h e s t  p r o p e n s i  t y c o v e r i n g w id e d i s t a n c e s  and v a r T y i n g  i n

volum e and n a t u r e  of t h e i r mi g r a t o r y p a t t e r n s . T h e y  a r e

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e i r  p r i m a r y needs t o go i n  s e a r c h o f  f o o d ,

s h e l t e r  and c l o t h i n g whi ch a r e a l  1 i n f 1uenced by b o t h

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and p h y s i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e y  

a r e  m o t i v a t e d  by t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  n e ed s  w h ic h  

i n  the? im m e d i a t e  o r  l o n g  r u n  may h e l p  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e i r  l i f e  

e x p e c t a n c y .

The d e s i r e  t o  move away f r o m  a r e p u l s i v e  s o c i e t y  due t o  m o b i d i t y ,  

m o r t a l i t y  o r  g e n e r a l  human h a t r e d  and s u s p i c i o n ;  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  

look f o r  b e t t e r  en vironm ent,  o r  a c q u i r e  l a n d  and and p r o p e r t y ;  t h e  

d e s i r e  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  income i n  o r d e r  t o  i m p r o v e  o n e ' s  s t a n d a r d  of 

l i v i n g  o r  t h e  d e s i r e  to  g e t  a p a r t n e r ,  t o  m a r r y  and be a b l e  t o  

u p b r i n g  o n e ' s  own c h i l d r e n  -  a l l  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  by  human ne eds 

and d e s i r e s .

These n e c e s s i t i e s 1 ead t o hurnan rnob i 1 i t  y f r o m  one p l a c e  t o

a n o t h e r  e i t h e r  on t h e i  r own i n t e r e s t  o r  due t o  some e x t e r n a l

p r e s s u r e s .  B u t  o nc e  one move f r o m  one p l a c e  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  e i t h e r  

as an i n d i v i d u a l  o r  as a g r o u p ,  t h e  c o n c e q u e n c e  o f  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  

and h i s  a r r i v a l  and c o n s e q u e n t  s t a y  must be f e l t , ,  T h e  - ^ i r s t  t o  

f e e l  i t  w ould  be t h e  im m e d i a t e  r e l a t i v e s  — t h e  p a r e n t s ,  w i f e  o r  

husband,  s i b l i n g s  e t c .  Th e n  comes t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  

the c l a n , t h e  c h u r c h ,  t h e  s u b - l o c a t i o n ,  l o c a t i o n ,  d i v i s i o n  and
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even 'the d i s t r i c t  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  v o lu m e  o f  t h e  m i g r a n t s ,  t h e i r  

H ie  g r o u p s ,  e d u c a t i o n  a b i l i t y  and sex r a t i o  and t h e i r  e c o n o m ic

w o r t h «

manpower r e s o u r c e ,  t h i s  e f f e c t  of o u t  m i g r a t i o n  w i l l  

a u t o m a t i c a l  1y send r i p p l e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e .  I t  w i l l  

e i t h e r  en han ce  o r  r e t u r d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  wc?l 1 b e i n g  of t h e  a r e a  of 

o r i g i n  o r  d e s t i n a t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  m a j o r  c h a n g e s .  A t  t i m e s  it. 

would l e a d  t o  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  by  l o w e r i n g  p r e s s u r e  on 

la n d  i n c a s e  o f  movement f r o m  h i g h  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s .  A 1 t e r n a t i v e l y  

i t  may r e d u c e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  b y  c r e a t i n g  p r e s s u r e  on 

e s s e n t i a l  a m e n i t i e s  such as  h o u s i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h ,  

employment e t c .

A l l  t h e s e  make t h e  s t u d y  of m i g r a t i o n  r a t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d  y e t  

i n t e r e s t i n g .  In  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w o r k ,  i n t e r e s t  has  been drawn on 

d e s t i n a t i o n  and v o lu m e  of m i g r a n t s  f r o m  3 i a y a  D i s t r i c t  of  Kenya 

t a k i n g  f o r  s p e c i f i c  s t u d y / t h e  one y e a r  m i g r a n t s  f ro m  1979 c e n s u s .  

The s e l e c t i v i t y  of m i g r a n t s  i s  t h e n  e x a m i n e d ,  t h e i r  sex r a t i o  age 

g r o u p s ,  and h y p a t h e t i c a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  b e f o r e  

summary and p o l i c y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  made.

r
From t a b l e  f o u r  f u r t h e r  d a t a  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d a t a  

are  g i v e n  c o v e r i n g  p e r i o d  f r o m  1^68 t o  1988 t o  h e l p  b r i n g  o u t  

more d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  w h ic h  one w ould  use f o r  

r e f e r e n c e s ,  f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y  and p o s s i b l y  d e v e l o p e  a much mare 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  d e m o g r a p h ic  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .

W h i le  t h e  work done i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  was g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  a s s e s s m e n t
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*r»d a n a l y s i s  of t h e  o u t - m i g r a n t s ,  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  and v o l u m e ,  

.L -y  i n t e n d e d  o r  u n i n t e n d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h ic h  may come o u t  of i t  

•for t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  r e a d e r s  a r e  w o r t h  t h e  c o s t .  F o r  t h e  e r r o r s  

and i n a d e q u e n c y  of i n f o r m a t i o n  as a human b e i n g  I am bound t o  be

c o r r e c t e d »
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CHAPTER ONE

REASONS AND E X TEN T  OF THE STUDY 

ls I INTRODUCTIO N

Popul a t  i on g r o w t h  and s t r u c t u r e  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  by f e r t i 1 i t y ,

m o r t a l i t y and m i g r a t i o n . W h i l e  t h e  f i r s t two a r e  n a t u r a l

p r o c e s s e s mi g r a t i  on , i s n o r m a l l y  m o t i v a t e d by e i t h e r  an

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  own p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  -forced by i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  

e n v i r o m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  l e a d i n g  t o  e i t h e r  p e rm a n e n t  o r  t e m p o r a r y  

change o f  r e s i d e n c e .

The move t h e n  l e a d s  t o  c h a n g e s  of age and sex s t r u c t u r e  o * 

p o p u l a t i o n  w h ic h  e i t h e r  l e a d  t o  p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

on t h e  a r e a  of o r i g i n  as  w e l l  as thee d e s t i n a t i o n .  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  

bein g an a r e a  w i t h  h i g h  n e t  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  of 4 ., 67. (197 9  c e n s u s )  

has been s e l e c t e d  so as t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  v a r i o u s  

v a r i a b l e s  t e n d  t o  p l a y  t o w a r d s  t h i s  h i g h  l o s s  o f  manpower.

1:2 B a c k g r o u n d  of t h e  S t u d y  A r e a

Siaya D i s t r i c t  i s  one of t h e  41 d i s t r i c t s  of K e n y a .  I t  i s

** *"ders B u s i a  D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e

N o r t h - E a s t ,  K isum u D i s t r i c t  t o  S o u t h  E a s t  and S o u t h  Ny a n z a  

D i s t r i c t  a c r o s s  t h e  g u l f  t o  t h e  S o u t h .

has an a r e  of 3 , 5 2 8  s q u a r e  k i l o m e t e r s  of w h ic h  1 ,0 0 5  

square k i l o m e t e r  i s  u n d e r  w a t e r .  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  i t  i s  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  d i v i s i o n s ,  n a m e l y ,  U k w a l a ,  Y a l a ,  B o r o  and Bondo 

d i v i s i o n s  ( o f  l a t e  Bondo has been s u b - d i v i d e d  i n t o  Bondo and

12
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D i v i s i o n s ) .  F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  -four 

■ L ' v i s i o n s  w i l l  be u s e d .

t h e  l a n d  o-f a r e a  1 6 4 , 2 6 3  h e c t a r e s  i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a  w h ic h  

ĝ gty be d i v i d e d  i n t o  -four a g r o - e c o l o g i c a l  z o n e s  as  f o l l o w s : -

(a> H i g h  p o t e n t i a l  z o n e  ( 5 2 , 2 7 5  h a c )  m a i n l y  i n  Y a l a  and 

U k w a la  and p a r t  of B o r o  D i v i s i o n .

( b )  Medium p o t e n t i a l  zo n e  ( 8 2 , 2 2 0  h a c )  w i d e l y  s p r e a d  among 

a l l  t h e  f o u r  d i v i s i o n s .

( c )  M a r g i n a l  z o n e  ( 2 5 , 9 8 0  h a c )  m a i n l y  found i n  Bondo 

D i v i s i o n  and t h e  S o u t h e r n  p a r t s  of Y a l a  D i v i s i o n  and 

t o  a s m a l l e r  e x t e n t  i n  B o r o  and Uk w a la  D i v i s i o n s .

( d )  Range and d e s e r t  z o n e  w h ic h  c o v e r s  o n l y  s m a l l  a r e a  o f  

( 3 , 7 8 8  h a c )  i n  B o r o  d i v i s i o n .

From 1979 c e n s u s ,  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  had a t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of 

4 7 4 ,5 1 6 ;  of  t h e s e  2 1 5 , 0 5 8  w e re  m a le s  and 2 5 8 , 4 5 8  w e re  f e m a l e s  

g i v i n g  a d e n s i t y  o f  188 p e o p l e  p e r  s q u a r e  k i l o m e t e r  and sex r a t i o  

of 8 2 . 9  compare d w i t h  1969 c e n c u s ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  had i n c r e a s e d  of 

247. w h ic h  i n d i c a t e d  a n n u a l  g r o w t h  r a t e  of 3.357. p e r  annum w h ic h  

i s  v e r y  h i g h .  Of t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  4 7 4 , 5 1 6  w e re  e n u m e r a te d  i n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t ,  6 0 8 , 2 3 3  w ere  b o r n  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  4 4 , 6 1 6  were  i n - m i n i -

/* r t s  g i v i n g

the n e t  m i g r a t i o n .  T h i s  n e t  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  o n l y  p l a c e s  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  sec o nd t o  n e i g h b o u r i n g  Kakamega D i s t r i c t  w i t h  a t o t a l  of 

2 4 7 ,7 0 8 .  N e x t  t o  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  i s  Muranga w i t h  1 1 2 ,3 4 6  n e t  o u t  

m i g r a t i o n .  T h u s  i n  r a n k  Kakamega i s  t o  be p l a c e d  number 4 1 , S i a y a  

*0, and Muranga 39 w h ic h  i s  a good i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  

which t h e  d i s t r i c t  l o s e s  h e r  p o p u l a t i o n .
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D i s t r i c t  a l s o  s u f f e r s  -from s h o r t a g e  of s e c o n d a r y  

M L jo o l  p l a c e s  f o r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  d r o p  o u t s .  S t u d e n t s  who q u a l i f y  

fo r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  p l a c e s  f a c e  t h e  p r o b l e m  of s h o r t a g e  o f  t h e  

p l i a b l e  fo rm  one s p a s e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few 

employment o r i e n t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  a b s o r b  t h e  g r o w i n g  number of 

school d r o p  o u t s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  o u t - m i g r a n t s  may 

pe e n c o u r a g e d  due t o  s h o r t a g e  o f  s c h o o l  p l a c e s  o r  employment 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  o r  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  w h i c h  o f f e r s  

these o p p o r t u n e t i e s .

r
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1 PROBLEM STATEMENT

gi a ya D i s t r i c t  u n l i k e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  i s  n e i t h e r  endowed w i t h  

-k undance o f  r a i n f a l l  and f e r t i l e  s o i l  n o r  enough s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l s  and em p loym en t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w h ic h  may keep most of h e r  

youth f r o m  m o vin g  o u t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  As a r e s u l t  of  t h i s ,  most 

p a r e n t s  n o t i n g  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  t o o  lo w  t o  f e e d  

the e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  mouth s end up i n v e s t i n g  h e a v i l y  i n  e d u c a t i o n  

.for t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  T h o s e  who q u a l i f y  f o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  p l a c e s  

and m i s s  c h a n c e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l s  end up i n  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  

and u r b a n  c e n t r e s  w here  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  a v a i a l b l e .  W h i l e  

o t h e r s  who a r e  e i t h e r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  d r o p  

out f i n d i n g  l i t t l e  t o  g a i n  f r o m  a q a r i c u l t u r e  j o i n  j o b  s e e k e r s  i n  

e i t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  and 

search f o r  w h i t e  c o l  1 a r  j o b s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y .

Whereas f e r t i l i t y  and m o r t a l i t y  a r e  n a t u r a l  phenomena o f  l i f e  

in p o p u l a t i o n  dy n a m ic  m i g r a t i o n  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  by  num erous  

f a c t o r s  w h ic h  may n o t  o n l y  d e t e r m i n e  movement of p e o p l e  o r  an 

i n d i v i d u a l  f r o m  one p l a c e  t o  a n o t h e r  c o v e r i n g  d i s t a n c e  and t i m e .

a j a r  d e t e r m i n a n t  su c n  as e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  s h a p e  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  and s i z e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  may h a v e  b o t h

d i r  ec t and i  n d i r e c t im p a c t  on f e r t i 1 i  t y and m o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e

r egi on u n d e r s t u d y .

Noting t h a t o f  t h e 4 7 4 , 5 1 6 e n u m a r a t e d  ( 1 9 7 9  c e n s u s )  t h e

female p o p u l a t i o n  w e re  4 4 , 4 0 0 m ore  t h a n m a l e s , g i v i n g  s e x  r a t  i  a
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t h e r e  arc? more male8 2 - V i  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  

■Igijr&nts t h a n  f e m a l e .  U s i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  we 

are t h e r e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  a s s e s s  f a c t o r s  w h ic h  en han ce  o u t  m i g r a t i o n  

j:r om t h e  d i s t r i c t .  T h i s  may be used t o  e x p l a i n  v a r i o u s  s o c i o 

economic and d e m o g r a p h i c  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w h ic h  v a r i o u s  v a r i a b l e s  

play i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,

j t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  aim of t h i s  p a p e r  t o  h e l p  u s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

e x te n t  of o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  f a c t o r s  

u n d e r l y i n g  t h i s ,  a t  b o t h  i n t e r - d i s t r i c t  and n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,

1:4 O B J E C T I V E S  OF THE SJUDV

1 . To  e s t i m a t e  n e t  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  t o  o t h e r  

d i  s t r i  c t s .

2. T o  e s t i m a t e  n e t  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  t o  

v a r i o u s  u r b a n  a r e a s .

3. T o  a s s e s s  t h e  age and sex w i t h  h i g h  r i s k  of o u t - m i g r a t i n g  

f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t .

4. T o  p r e s c r i b e  p o l i c y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e  work 

o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  F o c u s  f o r  R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g y  w i t h  

t h e  aim of r e d u c i n g  t h e  h i g h  r a t e  of o u t f l o w  o f  manpower.



jySIIEICAIION OF STUDY
goth r u r a l - r u r a l  and r u r a l - u r b a n  m i g r a t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e ?  more 

£0 t h e  human m o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e y  h a v e  

fe©en of much c o n c e r n  t o  v a r i o u s  g o v e r n m e n t s  s i n c e  t h e y  h a v e  l e d  

£0 u n b a l a n c e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  b o t h  i n  u r b a n  and r u r a l  

a r e a s -  I n c r e a s e d  i n f l u x  of p o p u l a t i o n  i n  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  due t o  

'•briQ^t l i g h t s "  has l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  i n  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  g r o w t h  of 

inline; _ s t r a i n  on s o c i a l  a m e n i t i e s  and i n c r e a s e  i n  c r i m e  r a t e ,  T h e  

government o f  Kenya  w h i l e  t a k i n g  t h e s e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  has  

noted w i t h  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  c h a n g e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  o f  

g . 4 . 4  w h ic h  i s  g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  d e v e l o p m e n t  of s k i l l  i f  s u p p o r t e d  

with  enhancement of i n f o r m a l  s e c t o r  and s u p p l y  of  s o c i a l  

a m e n i t i e s  l i k e  w a t e r , e l e c t r i c i t y ,  r o a d s  and s o f t  l o a n s  w o u ld  

help r e d u c e  t h i s  i n f l u x  i n t o  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  f o r  w h i t e  c o l l a r -  j o b s .

is 5

In t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  

d e te r m in e  t h e  e x t e n t  

system may t h e r e f o r e  

While o t h e r  f a c t o r s  

c o n f i rm e d  t h i s  m a j o r  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  r e d u c i n g

e d u c a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  used as a p i v o t  w h ic h  

o f  m i g r a t i o n  t r e n d s ,  A c han ge i n  e d u c a t i o n  

r e d u c e  o r  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r a t e  of m i g r a t i o n ,  

h a v e  a r o l e  t o  p l a y  nu m ero us  s t u d i e s  h a v e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  The  r o l e  of  

t h e  r a t  e of o u t  -m i  g r  a t i. on has  t  h e r  ef  o r  e

been a n a l y s e d .

ftiaya D i s t r i c t  has been c h o s e n  p r i n c i a l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a 

d i s t r i c t  w i t h  a h i g h  r a t e  of n e t  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  b e i n g  o n l y  seco nd 

to Kakamega D i s t r i c t .  S e c o n d l y  t h e  f a s t  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  r a t e  

Coupled w i t h  l a c k  o f  enough s c h o o l  p l a c e s  and employment, 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  compare d t o  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  may be used t o  e x p l a i n



K ,  l e v e l  t o  w h i c h  e d u c a t i o n  d o e s  p l a y  i n  m i g r a t i o n .

1 : 6  SCOPE AND L I M I T A T I O N  QE OJUDY AND DATA

H p  s t u d y  - fo cuses  on v a r i o u s  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  o u t - m i  g r a t  i on 

*rom Sie.ya D i s t r i c t  t o  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  and u r b a n  c e n t r e s  i n  K e n y a .  

Tt  assesses t h e  r o l e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  h e l p  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  

tfhich v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  of  e d u c a t i o n  may d e t e r m i n e  t h e  t r e n d s ,  

d e s t i n a t i o n  and r a t e s  o-f m i g r a t i o n .

Due to  l a c k  of p r o p e r  s t u d i e s  done i n  t h i s  a r e a  w h ic h  may g i v e  us 

proper d a t a ,  we h a v e  r e l i e d  on s e c o n d a r y  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  1979 c e n s u s .

From t h e  s t u d v  we h a v e  been a b l e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s o c i o 

economic and demographic i m p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  o r i g i n  

and p o s s i b l e  p o l i c y  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  T h e s e  h a v e  made i t  p o s s i b l e  

fo r  us t o  come up w i t h  t h e  p o l i c y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

1: 7 E I I E R A I U R E  REVIEW

Much t h e  p r e v i o u s  l i t e r a t u r e  on d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  i n t e r n a l

m i g r a t i o n  has r o n c e n t r a t e d  on d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  and e s p e c i a l l y  

USA and E n g l a n d .  Few s t u d i e s  h av e  been c o n d u c t e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g

&

In A f r i c a .  much work has been done by C a l d w e l l  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

Ghana and M i t c h e l  i n  S o u t h e r n  R h o d e s i a  ( Z i m b a b w e ) .  T h i s  shows t h e  

ir>adequE.n r y of t h e  s t u d i e s  a l r e a d y  do n e .  T h e y  v a r y  f r o m  t h o s e  

wh i c h  a t t e m p t  t o  make t o p o g r a p h i e s  of p o p u l a t i o n  movements t o  

th o se  w h ic h  examine m a j o r  d e t e r m i n a n t s  by  f o c u s s i n g  on t h e
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B p a r ^ c t e r - i  s t i e s  of m i g r a n t s .  Few s t u d i e s  h a v e  been ba sed on 

'E duc atio n  as a none e c o n o m ic  d e t e r m i n a n t  of m i g r a t i o n  and i t s  

.f-fects as a d e t e r m i n a n t  of i n t e r n a l  m i g r a t i o n  can be v i e w e d  i n  

two p e r s p e c t i v e s ;

im W hether  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  of e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n e m n t  a r e  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  of m i g r a t i o n s ;  and 

v W hether  a d e s i r e  t o  a c q u i r e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d s  

t o  m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  r u r a l  t o  u r b a n  a r e a s  w here  e d u c a t i o n a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  and em p lo y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t e n d  t o  be l o c a t e d .

b e fo re  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  s t u d i e s  done i n  K e n y a ,  l e t  us  r u n  t h r o u g h  

some o f  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of t h e  s t u d i e s  done w o r l d  w id e  and how t h e y  

r e l a t e  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d y ,  Among t h e  most e x i t i n g  i s  H u g o ' s  

(1978> s t u d y  on 14 v i l l a g e s  i n  West J a v a  w h ic h  g a v e  a g e n e r a l  

o v e r v i e w  of t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  ec o no m ic  and d e m o g r a p h ic  s i t u a t i o n  

in West J a v a .  Whereas Hugo used d a t a  f r o m  c e n s u s  and s u r v e y s  as 

well  as  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s ,  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  1979 

census and o n l y  one s u r v e y .  W h i l e  Hugo f o c u s e d  on t h e  

a g a r i c u l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n  and how t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a d j u s t e d  t o  

environmental s t r a i n  c a u s e d  by a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h i s  s t u d y  

w i l l  f o c u s  on g e n e r a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s  l e a d i n g  t o  m i g r a t i o n .  F a c t o r s
r

such as  e d u c a t i o n ,  c u l t u r a l  p r o b l e m s ,  age and sex d i f f e r e n t i a l s  

as w e l l  as lo w  a g r a i c u l t u r a l  r e t u r n s  h a v e  a l l  been c o n s i d e r e d .

The u s e  o f  c e n s u s  and s u r v e y s  i s  n o t  new, i t  had been c a r r i e d  

out by G r i f f i n  ( 1 9 7 6 )  i n  C o s t a  R i c a ,  H e r r i c k  ( 1 9 6 5 )  and Vi  s a r i  as  

(1969) used s u r v e y  as  s o u r c e  of  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  

census and v i t a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s .  T h e i r  c o n c l u s i o n s  w ere



n o t  -far -from what H a m i l t o n  < 1 9 5 9 ,6 4 )  S h r y a c k  and Mam (1 9 6 5 )  and 

H a m i l t o n  and S u v a l  ( 1 9 6 5 )  w ere  a b l e  t o  a r r i v e  a t  i n  v a r i o u s  

s t u d i e s .  T h e s e  s c h o l a r s  f o u n d  t h a t  w h i l e  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  a 

w i d e r  r a n g e  of s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s ,  m i g r a t i o n  i s  h i g h l y  

s e l e c t i v e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e i r  r a t i o n a l e  was t h a t  

t h e  h i g h e r  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t ,  t h e  

more l i k e l y  he w i l l  be aw are  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and 

a m e n i t i e s  t o  be f o u n d  a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a c e s  of r e s i d e n c e .

In  E n g l a n d  F r i e d l a n d e r  and R o s h e i r  ( 1 9 6 6 a ,  1966b) i n  a t w o - p a r t s

s t u d y  of e d u c a t i o n a l  s e l e c t i v i t y  f o u n d  t h a t  m i g r a n t s  w e re  more

s e l e c t i v e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  w e re  n o n -m i  g r a n t s ,  "’ h i s

i s  i n  s u p p o r t  of P a r t e r s e n ' s  ( 1 9 5 8 )  c a t e g o r y  of  p e o p l e  s e e k i n g

h i g h e r  a s p i r a t i o n s  ( f o r c e d  movement)  w h ic h  i s  based on M a s l o w ' s

h i e r a c h y  of human n e e d s .  S t o n e  (1 9 6 9 )  i n  Canada w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g
%

t o  a n a l y s e  i n t e r p r o v i n c i a l  m i g r a t i o n  be tw een 1 9 51-61  f o u n d  t h a t  

t h e r e  was i n c r e a s e  m o n o t o n i c a l l y  w i t h  a v e r a g e  l e v e l s  of  

e d u c a t i o n .  In  A f r i c a ,  C a l d w e l l  ( 1 9 6 8 - 7 0 )  fo u n d  o u t  i n  Ghana t h a t  

597. of  t h e  m a le s  w i t h  l i m i t e d  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n ,  n e v e r  

p l a n n e d  t o  m i g r a t e  f r o m  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  t o  n e a r b y  u r b a n

e d u c a t i o n .

Among t h e  h y p o t h e s e s  h e l d  by v a r i o u s  s c h o l a r ' s  a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

h i g h  p r o p e n i s i t i e s  o f  m i g r a t i o n  of p e r s o n s  i n  t h e i r  t e e n s ,  

t w e n t i e s  and e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  t h a n  o t h e r  c o u n t e r  p a n t s ,  

s u p p o r t e d  by  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  by B a s h e r  ( 1 9 6 1 )  i n  I n d i a n a ,  

S h y r o c k ,  i n  1964 USA,  H e r r i c k s  ( 1 9 6 5 )  i n  S a n t i a g o  P o u r c h e r  ( 1 9 7 0 )

r>'~'



p ar  i » Thomas* ( i 9 6 0  > i n  G wa t e m a l a ,  L i ( 1 9 6 7 )  i n  T a i  w a n ,

I n  (196 8)  i n  Ghana and M i t c h e l l  (.1969) i n  S o u t h e r n  R h o d e s i a  

mb a b w »

a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  on tw o g r o u n d s  t h a t s -

1 . T h e  young a r e  a b l e  t o  a d o p t  more e a s i l y  t o  new

s i t u a t i o n s ,  and

2 . t h e  y o u n g ,  b e i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o-f t h e i r  

w o r k i n g  l i - f e ,  a r e  e n v i s i o n e d  as b e i n g  more r e a d i l y  

d i s p o s e d  t o  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o-f new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

i n v o l v i n g  m i g r a t i o n  t h a n  t h o s e  more aged who a r e  

r e s t r i c t e d  due t o  t h e i r  p e rm a n e n t  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  t i e s  

a t  t h e i r  p l a c e s  of r e s i d e n c e .

:o rd in g  t o  B a r c l a y  ( 1 9 6 8 )  p e o p l e  who m i g r a t e  a r e  

d o m i n a n t l y  men i n  w o r k i n g  age g r o u p s .  He a r g u e s  t h a t  v e r y  few 

,ple w ould  d e c i d e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  an o u t - m i g r a t i o n  move w i t h o u t  

erence t o  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d .

g e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  sex p l a y  a r o l e  i n  m i g r a t i o n  i s  f o u n d  f r o m  

Jdies c o n d u c t e d  by  Thomas (1 9 5 8 )  USA; A r i a s  (1 9 6 1 )  G u a t a m a l a  

d by J a n s e n  ( 1 9 7 0 )  i n  C e y l o n  ( S r i  L a n k a )  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1 9 4 0 -

le  m i g r a n t s  t h a n  f e m a l e s .  C a l d w e l l  o nc e  a g a i n  ( 1 9 6 8 ;  1970) i n

s s t u d i e s  i n  Ghana s u p p o r t e d  t h e  f i n d i n g s  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

rents a d m i t t e d  no s o c i e t a l  r e s t r a i n  on t h e  m i g r a t i o n  of f e m a l e  

urban a r e a s  (and even t h a t  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  d e s i r a b l e ) ,  t h e r e  

s much h i g h e r  p r o p o t i o n  of m a le s  as  a g a i n s t  -females p l a n n i n g  

lo n g  t e rm  m i g r a t i o n s .



■ g g e  f i n d i n g s  w ere  based on t h e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  p r i n c i p l e

L ^ t  m a le s  a r e  a d v e n t u r e s ,  more e x p l o r a t o r y  and l e s s  c o f i n e d  by 

A.r a d i t i o n s . From c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h ,  i t  h as  been f o u n d  t h a t  n o t

onl y  i s  sex l e s s  s e ? l e c t i v i t y  t h a n  a g e s  b u t  i t  i s  l e s s  u n i f o r m  

QVer t i m e  and s p a c e .

This  s t u d y  h a v i n g  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  tw o  f i n d i n g s  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  

m ig r a n t s  f r o m  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t ,  h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  h i g h  d e p e n d a n c y  

rate of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  d e c l i n e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  due t o  

lack o f  l a b o u r  f o r c e  t o  work  i n  t h e  f a r m s .  T h e  g r o w i n g  rate? o f  

d e l i g u e n t s  may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  l a c k  o f  p a t e r n a l  c a r e  s i n c e  o v e r  

407. of t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  a r e  headed b y  women. T h i s  l e a d s  t o  l a c k  o f  

d i s c i p l i n e ,  among a d o l e s c e n t s .  T h i s  has  among o t h e r  s o c i a l  

consequences i n c r e a s e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  d r o p  o u t s ,  e a r l y  m a r r i a g e s  

and e a r l y  p r e g n a n c i e s  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  su c h  as m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  

a b o r t i o n s  and d e a t h s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  e a r l y  p r e g n a n c i e s .

Lack of a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h i g h  

o u t - m i g r a t i o n  of w e l l  e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e  who i n s t e a d  of c o n t r i b u t i n g  

to t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  more s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  p l a c e s  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l

t o  suppc

c h i l d r e n  a r e  i n  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  and t a k e  c h i l d r e n  o f f  w i t h  them 

to o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  w h e re  t h e y  c a u s e  s t r a i n  on e d u c a t i o n a l  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  p r o m o t i n g  t h e i r  l o c a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  ( S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  p l a n  1 9 8 3 ) .

c u l  t  u r a l  1 y , t h e  d i s t r i c t  c a n n o t  com pare  w i t h  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  

^ ince t h e  aged and c h i l d r e n  o u t  number l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  t h e y  l a c k
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r r
H ^ p i t a l  t o  i m p r o v e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  n e i t h e r  a r e  t h e y  endowed w i t h  

» p w e r  t o  b r i n g  modern c h a n g e s  t o  i m p r o v e  f e r t i l i t y  of s o i l .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  o l d  men hav e  k e p t  on w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l

K n r i c u l t u r a l  m eth o d s .  F u r t h e r  more t h e r e  i s  l o w  use  of

f c r i c u l t u r a l  m a c h i n e r y ,  and f e r t i l i s e r s .  C a t t l e  r e a r i n g  p r a c t i s e s  

have as w e l l  n o t  changed much i n s t e a d  of h a v i n g  g r a d e  c a t t l e  

mc s t  c a t t l e s  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  z e b u  c a t t l e  w h ic h  p r o d u c e  lo w  m i l k  

w ith  low  q u a l i t y  meat. h en c e  i n  s a l e  t h e y  p r o d u c e  lo w  r e t u r n s .  

Modern a r t i f i c i a l  i n s e r m i n a t i o n  method f o r  im p r o v e d  c a t t l e  

q u a l i t y  and z e r o  g r a z i n g  h av e  n o t  been f u l l y  u t i l i z e d .  I n s t e a d  

u n c o n t r o l l e d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  c a t t l e ,  sheep and g o a t s  hav e  o n l y  

a s s i s t e d  i n  l o w e r i n g  s o i l  f e r t i l i t y  by  r e d u c i n g  s o i l  c o v e r

c l e a r i n g  v e g e t a t i o n  and h en c e  making t h e  s o i l  open t o  w in d  and

r a i n .  A l o n g  l a k e  s h o r e s  as  w e l l  as  s l o p e s  of h i l l s  l e a d i n g  t o  

r i v e r  v a l l e y s  i n c r e a s e  i n  g u l l e y s  a r e  e m i n e n t .  T h u s

a g r i c u l t u r a l  y i e l d s  h a v e  been d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e d  w i t h  y e a r s .

A f u r t h e r  e f f e c t  has been due t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  N i l e  p e r c h  

(Mbuta)  i n t o  L a k e  V i c t o r i a .  S i n c e  women a c t i n g  as h e a d s  of 

h o u s e h o ld s  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  income w i t h  t r a d e ,

c h i l d r e n .  In  so  d o i n g  t h e y  h a v e  ended up c u t t i n g  down t r e e s  ^ o r  

chat-coal and f i r e w o o d  f o r  d r y i n g  f i s h .  Due t o  i t s  h i g h  o i l  

c o n te n t  d r y i n g  of N i l e  p e r c h  consumes a l o t  of  f i r e w o o d  t h u s  i t  

has l e a d  t o  f u r t h e r  d e g r a t i o n  of s o i l  c o v e r .  Th e  once r i c h  Uyoma 

s o i l  w i t h  t i m e  h as  t u r n e d  i n t o  a s e m i - a r i d ,  d u s t y  and d r y  s h r u b  

land.



[ i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see s o c i o - d e m o g r a p h i c  

■ L o c a t i o n s  of h i g h  r a t e  of n e t  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  r e g i o n

t h a t  has k e p t  i t  much b e l o w  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  i n  in com e p e r  c a p i t a  

H p  K enya. A l l  t h i s  i s  due t o  no o t h e r  r e a s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e

g i e c t i v i t y  o f  m i g r a n t s  who a r e  g e n e r a l l y  m a l e ,  y o u t h f u l  and 

t e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e y  l e a v e  b e h i n d  o n l y  c h i l d r e n ,  

■females? o l d  p e o p l e  and th e  s i c k  w i t h  l i t t l e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  

p o s i t i v e  ch a n g e  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t .

rn Kenya s t u d i e s  w h ic h  were c o n d u c t e d  be tw een 1 9 6 0 ' s  and SO *s 

wer-e l i m i t e d  t o  a n a l y s i s  of n a t i o n a l  c e n s u s  d a t a .  Among t h e  

s c h o l a r s  w e re  Ominde (1 9 6 8 )  and Rempel ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  w h i c h  go a l o n g  way 

in a n a l y s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on i n t e r - d i  s t r  i c t s  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  1.969 

census.  In  1974 and 19 81, H u n t i n g t o n  and Beskok r e s p e c t i v e l y  

were a b l e  t o  make use of c e n s u s  i n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  T h e  o n l y

survey w h ic h  has  been c a r r i e d  i n  Kenya  on m i g r a n t s  was done by

Oucho ( 1 9 8 1 ) .

F u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  were  done by  N y a g e r o  and O d a l o  i n  t h e i r  M a s t e r s

Theses f r o m  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  N a i r o b i  w o r k .  I n  h i s  a t t e m p t  t o

e x p l a i n  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  f l o w  and m i g r a t i o n  f i e l d  of m i g r a n t s
/*

d e s t in e d  t o  Mumias S u g a r  g r o w i n g  a r e a ,  N y a g e r o  ( 1 9 8 5 : 5 7 )  f o u n d  

p o t e n t i a l  l a b o u r  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  p e r i n h a r i a l  l o c a t i o n s  were  

-*fele t o  o b t a i n  q u i c k  and a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  employment  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e v i d e n t  t h a t

s e c u r in g  j o b s  on “ f i r s t -  c o m e -  f i r s t  e m p l o y "  b a s i s  f a v o u r  t h e

rP*ri ph e r  i al  m i g r a n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  f a r  o f f .
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%i\*e o t h e r  s t u d i e s  done e l s e w h e r e  i n  West: A f r i c a  and A m e r i c a  

I L c l f t d i  nq B r i t a i n ,  N y a g e r o  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  w o r k e r s  mean m i g r a t i o n  

age a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  age ( 1 5 - 1 9 )  and i n c r e a s e  i n  i n t e n s i t y  2 0 - 2 9  

rttuch a c c o u n t  -for 61.97. .  T h e r e  i s  t h e n  a s h a r p  d e c l i n e  a t  age 

40+» T h i s  f . i n d i  ng o-f mean age m i g r a t i o n  o f  2 8 . 5  y e a r s  and a mode 

Qf 26 y e a r s  i s  n o t  i n  a g re e m e n t  w i t h  C a l d w e l l ' s  ( 1 9 6 9 )  and 

' s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  s t u d i e s  on r u r a l - u r b a n  m i g r a t i o n  w h ic h  o b s e r v e d  

the h i g h e s t  p r o p e n s i t i e s  of  m i g r a t i n g  a t  age g r o u p s  a t  1 5 - 1 9  and 

20-24  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  H i s  work c o n f i r m e d  t h e  p r o s p e n s i t y  t o  be a t  

25 -29 y e a r s .  I t  was i n  a g re e m e n t  w i t h  O u c h o ' s  f i n d i n g  ( 1 9 8 1 s 188) 

th a t  r u r a l - r u r a l  m i g r a n t s  are? o l d e r  th a n  t h e i r  r u r a l -  

urban c o u n t e r p a r t s .

On e d u c a t i o n ,  M b i t h i  and B a r n e s '  ( 1 9 7 5 : 1 6 0 )  f o u n d  t h a t  m i g r a n t s  

were v e r y  p o o r  e d u c a t i o n a l l y .  T h i s  b e i n g  a p e r i o d  n o t  l o n g  

b e fo re  in d e p e n d e n c e  may h a v e  f o u n d  m i g r a n t s  m a j o r i t y  h a v i n g  n o t  

had any f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n .  S t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  8 0 ' s  a f t e r  

the u p s u r g e  i n  s c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  

s c r a p p i n q ~ o f f  o f  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  f e e s  and e n o r m o u s l y  s u b s i d i s i n g  

t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ere  a b l e  t o  f i n d  no c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  

M b ith i  and B a r n e s ' f i n d i n g s .  T h u s  Rempel ( 1 9 8 1 : 7 8 - 9 )  and 

N y a g e r o 's  ( 1 9 8 5 : 6 4 - 6 5 )  f o u n d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l l y ,  m i g r a n t s  had 

h ig h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  n o n - m i g r a n t s .  T h i s  

was a l s o  f u t h e r  c o n f i r m e d  b y  O d a l l o  ( 1 9 8 5 : 7 5 )  i n  h i s  s t u d i e s  

Hr Mumias and N z o i a  s u g a r  g r o w i n g  schemes.  O t h e r  s t u d i e s  were 

done by H u n t i n g t o n ,  ( 1 9 7 4 )  and Beskok < 1 9 8 1 ) .  W h i l e  O k a t c h a ,  

^ H ^ 7 9 s 1 1 5 - 6 )  i n  h i s  s t u d y  of P o p u l a t i o n  M o b i l i t y  And E m p l o y m e n t : —



A case

"se ndin g

lo c a te d

(jvjyanza >

i3 .  or/-

s t u d y  of t h e  A t h i  R i v e r  T o w n s h i p  fo u n d  o u t  t h a t  

" d i s t r i c t  o f  m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  A t h i  R i v e r  T o w n s h i p  were  

w i t h i n  t h e  d o m i n a n t  " s e n d i n g ” p r o v i n c e s .  The?se were  

Machakos ( E a s t e r n )  , Muranga , K ia m b u ,  ( C e n t r a l  ) , Si aya 

among K e n y a ' s  d i s t r i c t s .  S i a y a  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  s e n t  o u t  

of t h e  t o t a l  m i g r a n t s  w i t h  6.107. of t h e  t o t a l  m ale  t o t a l

male m i g r a n t s .

f u r t h e r  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  age s e l e c t i v i t y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  aqe 

b r a c k e t s  2 0 - 4 9  w i t h  age b r a c k e t s  2 5 - 2 9  and 2 0 - 2 4  w ere  h a v i n g  

g r e a t e r  i m p a c t .  Reasons f o r  m i g r a t i n g  w ere  f o u n d  t o  be m a i n l y

due t o  l a c k  of j o b s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of o r i g i n ,  and p o p u l a t i o n  

p r e s s u r e  b e s i d e s  o t h e r  e c o n o m i c a l  d e m o g r a p h i c  c a u s a l  f a c t o r s .

1 : 8  V ARIA BLE S AND T H E I R  MEASUREMENTS

Variables Dg2c*ndent Variable

1. P r o p o r t i o n  of p e o p l e  of g i v e n  age.

2. P r o p o r t i o n  of p e o p l e  of g i v e n  se>;. R a t e  of o u t - m i g r a t i o n

3. P r o p o r t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  s e e k i n g  

e m p loy m en t ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

e t c .
/*

The above v a r i a b l e s  w ere  m easured i n  p e r c e n t a g e s ,  r a t i o s  and 

nates a g a i n s t  t h e  r a t e  of m i g r a t i o n .

h y p o t h e s e s

Among t h e  m a j o r  h y p o t h e s i s  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  were

| T h e  h i g h e r  t h e  l e v e l  of e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  p r o p e n s i t y  

t o  m i g r a t e .
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2, The h i g h e r  t h e  number of j o b  s e e k e r s  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

mi g r a t i  o n .

T h e  h i g h e r  t h e  l e v e l  of e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  

t o  u r b a n  a r e a s  t h e  f u r t h e r  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  f ro m  a r e a s  of 

o r i g i n .

T h e  more t h e  m a le s  of ages  1 5 - 2 4  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  number of  

o u t - m i  g r a t  i o n .

T h e  l o w e r  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  u r g e  t o  

mi g r a t e .

Th e  h i g h e r  th e  p r e s s u r e  on l a n d  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  u r g e  t o  

mi g r a t e .

1:10 DATA FOR THE STUDY

T h i s  s t u d y  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on s e c o n d a r y  d a t a  i . e .  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n s u s  

of 1979. T h i s  d a t a  was f o u n d  f r o m  t h e  CBS w h ic h  i s  c h an ge d w i t h  

the t a s k  of c a r r y i n g  o u t  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n s u s  t h r o u g h  P r o f e s s o r  

Oucho. O t h e r  w o r k s  r e l a t e d  t o  p o p u l a t i o n  d y n a m i c s  w ere  a l s o  

consul t e d .

Also r e l e v a n t  w ere  t h e s e s  w r i t t e n  by  t h e  p o s t  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s

East A f r i c a n s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Jomo K e n y a t t a  M e m o r ia l  L i b r a r y  and 

from t h e  i n s t i t u t e  of P o p u l a t i o n  and R e a s e a r c h  S t u d i e s  L i b r a r y .

The d a t a  w h ic h  w ere  f o u n d  f r o m  1979 c e n s u s  t a b l e s  were  a n a l y s e d  

in sex r a t i o s  and p e r c e n t a g e s  w h i c h  were l a t e r  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  

form of g r a p h s ,  b a r  c h a r t s  and t a b l e s . Maps w e re  used as w e l 1



m0r  f  u r  t h e r  i l l  us  t  r  a t  i on .

fimonQ t h e  p o l i c y  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r r i v e d  a t  a r e  t h o s e  w h ic h  a r e  

£ » e d  a t  r e d u c i n g  r u r a l - u r b a n  and r u r a l - r u r a l  m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e

d i s t r i c t .  I s s u e s  such as  l a c k  of s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  s o c i a l  

a m e n i t i e s  and emp loym en t  o p p o r t u n i t e s  h a v e  been c o n s i d e r e d .  As 

wel l  a t t e m p t  t o  i n c r e a s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t p u t  and l i v e s t o c k  

p r o d u c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  i n c r e a s e  t h e  income per- c a p i t a  so as 

to r e d u c e  o u t f l o w  of manpower h a v e  a\s w e l l  been g i v e n  a t h o u g h t .



CHARIER j w q

■  D I S T R I B U T I O N  OF P Q P U L A I IQ N  AND D E S T I N A T I O N  OF MIGRANTSi- *

L l  P O P U L A I IO N  D I S I R I B U I I O N  BY L O C A TIO N S AND D I V I S I O N S  

t aya D i s t r i c t  had a t o t a l  of 474516 p e o p l e  who o c c u p i e d  an a r e a  

2522 s q u a r e  k i l o m e t e r s  g i v i n g  a d e n s i t y  o f  188 p e r s o n s  p e r  

square k i  1 o m e t e r s .  Of S i a y a ' s  -four d i v i s i o n s ,  Bondo had t h e  l i o n ' s  

share o-f a r e a  t o t a l l i n g  t o  975 s q . Km and t h e  h i g h e s t  

p o p u l a t i o n  of 140253 w i t h i n  i t s  seven l o c a t i o n s  y e t  i t  had t h e  

lower d e n s i t y  o f  o n l y  143 p e r s o n s  p e r  s q » k i l o m e t e r s .

Boro  w i t h  an a r e a  of 613 s q . Km was se c o n d  t o  Bondo w i t h  a t o t a l

of 117816 p e o p l e  w h ic h  p l a c e d  i t  t h i r d  t o  Bondo i n  t o t a l

p o p u l a t i o n .  I t  had a t o t a l  of f o u r  l o c a t i o n s  t h e  same w i t h

Ukwala.  A g a i n  l i k e  B o n d o ,  B o r o  was s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  w i t h  a

d e n s i t y  of o n l y  192 o f  w h ic h  a g a i n  p l a c e d  i t  seco nd t o  Bondo

d i v i s i o n .  U k w a la  w h ic h  was seco nd t o  Bondo i n  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  a

t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of 125416 had t h e  h i g h e s t  d e n s i t y  of 232 p e r s o n s

per s q . k i l o m e t r e s  w h ic h  p l a c e d  i t  o n l y  s e c o n d  l o w e s t  t o  Y a l a

with 407 sq .K m and t h e  l o w e s t  number o f  l o c a t i o n s  t o t a l l i n g  t h r e e

o n l y .  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  Y a l a  a g a i n  had t h e  l o w e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  of o n l y

94030 t h o u g h  i t  was p l a c e d  s e c o n d  h i g h e s t  i n  d e n s i t y  t o  Uk w a la
/*

with 230 p e r s o n s  p e r  s q . Km. ( s e e  t a b l e  1)

T h i s  shows t h a t  Bondo w i t h  29.67. of S i a y a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n was

occupy i ng as much as 38.77.  of t h e  t o t a l l a n d  a r e a  of t h e

d i s t r i c t . U k w a la  w i t h t h e  h i g h e s t d e n s i t y  of 2 3 . 2  had 25.87. o f

the d i s t r i c t s  p o p u l a t i o n  w h i l e  Y a l a  w i t h  t h e  l o w e s t  a r e a  had o n 1y 

*9.87. Q.f t h e  d i s t r i c t s  p o p u l a t i o n .
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■j^BlJE 1 P o p u l a t i o n  D i ^ s r r i b u t i o n  o f  S f a y a  D i s t r i c t  by  

L o c a t i o n s  and D i v i s i g n s  1979 c e n s u s .
2

i 0c a t  i on /D i v i s i on T o t a l
F'opul a t  i on

A r e a  i n  
S q u a r e  Km

Den s i  ty/K.m

£ast Uyoma 19461 113 171

West Uyoma 18992 109 173

West Asembo 18082 93 193

East Asembo 18383 83 220

South Sakwa 25761 226 113

Worth Sakwa 19501 161 120

Yimbo 2 0 0 7 3 187 107
Bondo D i v i s i o n 140253 975 143

South Gem 2 S 0 9 6 150 187

North Gem 2 8 0 9 5 1 1 1 251

East Gem 3 7 8 3 9 . 145 260
Yala  D i v i s i o n 9 4 0 3 0 407 230

East A l e g o 4 7 9 6 9 242 197

Cen t  r  a 1 A ] eg o 3 6 4 1 3 179 203

West A l e g o 2 4 2 6 5 117 207

Usonga 9 1 6 9 74 123

Boro D i v i s i o n 117816 613 192

South Ugenya 2 6 5 6 2 95 277

East Ug en ya 3 / 138 202

North Ugenya 4 2 6 2 7 184 231

Uhol o 25231 108 232
Ukwala D i v i s i o n 122417 526 232

SI AYA D I S T R I C T 4 7 4 5 1 6 o *7 r> 188

Sources C o m p l ie d  -from 1979 P o p u l a t i o n  C e n su s  R e p o r t



■ y t  of a t o t a l  of 13 l o c a t i o n s , E a s t  A l e g o  was t h e  h i g h e s t

p o p u la t e d  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  a t o t a l  of 47969 p e o p l e  o r  10.0*/. of t h e  

t o t a l  d i s t r i c t ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  As w e l l  i t  was h a v i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  

area of 242 s q .  Km., o r  9.6V. o f  t h e  l a n d  a r e a  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .

H  d e n s i t y  i t  was p l a c e d  t e n t h  w i t h  a d e n s i t y  o f  197 p e r s o n s  p e r  

*q. Km. T h i s  t h e n  shows t h a t  E» A l e g o  i s  much more s p a r s e l y  

p o p u l a t e d  t h a n  S o u t h  U g e n y a ,  E a s t  Gem, W orth  Gem and U h o l o  w h ic h  

were  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o p u l a t e d  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  a t o t a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  of  25235 p e o p l e  o r  24.87.  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  

These l o c a t i o n s  a r e  l y i n g  w i t h i n  h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

zones on t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  < 0 j o o ,  1 9 7 9 : 1 2 ) .

Regions l y i n g  a l o n g  t h e  L a k e  s h o r e  a r e  endowed w i t h  lo w  r a i n f a l l  

and h i g h  t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  c o t t o n  g r o w i n g  and f i s h i n g  as t h e i r  m a j o r  

o c c u p a t i o n  f o r  t h e  o u t s i d e  m a r k e t s .  W h i l e  l o c a t i o n s  due t o  

moderate r a i n f a l l  a r e  g r o w i n g  b o t h  s u g a r c a n e  and c o t t o n  w i t h  

sug arcan e  o f f e r i n g  a much more p r o m i s i n g  ec o no m ic  r e t u r n s  as  a 

cash c r o p  t h a n  c o t t o n .

Communication w i s e ,  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  has  a r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l
r

d i s t r i b u t e d  r o a d  n e t w o r k  i n  Y a l a ,  U k w a l a ,  d i v i s i o n s  a l t h o u g h  

p a r t s  of B o r o  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  p o o r l y  s e r v e d  w i t h  r o a d  n e t w o r k  as 

a w e l l  as much of  Bondo d i v i s i o n .  Most of t h e  r o u t e s  b e i n g  murrum 

are i nc icc ess i  b l  e d u r i n g  t h e  r a i n y  s e a s o n s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  E a s t  and 

West Uycma L o c a t i o n s .  D ependence f r o m  f i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  

t h e r e f o r e  f a c e d  w i t h  p r o b l e m s  as means of t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  f i s h



re  n o t  r e l i a b l e  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  r a i n y  sea so n l e a d i n g  t o  g r e a t  

jjastage?. T e l e p h o n e  n e t w o r k  has  c o v e r e d  o n l y  t h e  m a j o r  m a r k e t s  

and d i v i s i o n a l  c e n t r e s  m aking  r u r a l  a r e a s  o u t  of r e a c h  f r o m  t h e  

+ e ^ -  D* th G  n a t i o n .

■p t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  s c e n e  t h e  D i s t r i c t  i s  h a v i n g  w i d e l y  s p a r s e d  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  B o r o  and Bondo d i v i s i o n s -  Homesteads a r e  

g e n e r a l l y  f o u n d  i n  g r o u p s .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  e v e r y  m a r r i e d  m a t u r e  

a d u l t  m a l e ,  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  o f  m a r r i a g e  age was r e q u i r e d  t o  move 

from h i s  f a t h e r ' s  homestead i n t o  h i s  own new h o m e s te a d ,  

t r a d i t i o n a l  l a n d  t e n u r e  s y s t e m ,  f o l l o w e d  l a n d  i n h e r i t a n c e  l e d  t o  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of l a n d  f r o m  f a t h e r  t o  s o n s -  S u b s e q u e n t  t o  e x p a n s i o n  

of s e t t l e m e n t s  and c l e a r i n g  o f  once f e r t i l e  bush l a n d s ,  a r e a s  

once u n s e t t l e d  due t o  t s e t s e —f l y  menace h a v e  so f a r  been c l e a r e d  

as more a r a b l e  l a n d  i s  b e i n g  t u r n e d  i n t o  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  c u l t i v a t e d  

or l e f t  f o r  g r a z i n g -  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  such as s c h o o l s ,  

market c e n t r e s  w i t h  h i g h  c o n c e n t r a t e d  number o f  p e r s o n s  e i t h e r  

working on wage economy d o i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  p e r s u i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  

also t o  be f o u n d .  I t  was o b s e r v e d  b y  O j o o  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  expand i n  v i e w  of t h e  

growing p o p u l a t i o n  and i n c r e a s i n g  d e n s i t i e s  ( O j o o  1 9 7 9 ; 2 0 ) .  T h i s  ^

nd

c a t ;: l e  r e a r i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Y a l a  and U k w a la  D i v i s i o n s .

^  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ,  need f o r  l a n d  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  and a g r i c u l t u r e  

i n i t i a t e  m o b i l i t y -  In  some c a s e s  t h o s e  w i t h  no 1 and of t h e i r  

0Wn may be f o r c e d  t o  r e n t  p l o t s  l a y i n g  f a l l o w  i n  o r d e r  t o  g ro w  

c r o p s  a n d / o r  cash  c r o p s .  D i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  such h o l d i n g s



■ L ay i n f l u e n c e  m o b i l i t y  t o  n e i g h b o u r i n g  l o c a t i o n s  among r e l a t i v e s .

t h o s e  w i t h  means may f i n d  t h e i r  way t o  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  and 

f l i t  Intent schemes.  Th o ug h t h i s  has n o t  been o f  a m a j o r  p r i o r i t y  

f 0r t h e  Luo m i g r a n t s  i n  g e n e r a l  as  was o b s e r v e d  b y  Oucho 

( 1 9 8 3 :2 3 )  .

" „ „ „  t h e  Luo , t h e  L u h y a  and t h e  Kamba p r e f e r  m i g r a t i o n  t o

t h e  wage s e c t o r  i n  b o t h  u r b a n  and r u r a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  K i k u y u

a r e  more i n v o l v e d  i n  l a n d  c c l o n i a l  i z a t i o n  . . .. "

The m a jo r  m o i t i v e  f o r  m o b i l i t y  has  been e c o n o m ic  and n o t  l a n d  

which i s  p l e n t i f u l .  T h e r e  i s  much room t h o u g h  f e r t i l i t y

and chan ge o f  e n v i r o m e n t  i s  s t i l l  a l r e a d y  p u t t i n g  a l o t  of 

p r e s s u r e  on t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  p a r c e l s  c a l l i n g  f o r  modern 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  methods and use  of f e r t i l i z e r s  w h ic h  i s  n o t  h i g h l y  

being used a t  p r e s e n t .

2:2  D I S I R I B U I I O N  OF N36RANIS JO  THE  PROVINCES 1EXCLUDING

As i s  t o  be e x p e c t e d ,  S i a y a  b e i n g  i n  N y a n z a  P r o v i n c e  send much of 

her m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  t h a n  any o t h e r  

N y a n z a  i s  fo lJfbwed b y  R i f

m i g r a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  of m a le s  o r  f e m a l e s  of t o t a l  i n - m i g r a n t s  i n

the P r o v i n c e .  T h e  a r g u m e n t  f o r  t h i s  i s  due t o  t h e  a r e a  and t o t a l

number of t h e  d i s t r i c t s  w h ic h  when t h e  t o t a l s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  w i l l  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  i n f l a t e  t h e  f i g u r e s .

What i s  w o r t h  n o t i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more m a le s  th a n  f e m a l e s



Hf e s t i n e d  t o  R i f t  V a l l e y .  M a j o r i t y  of 

j-o K e r i c h o  and N a k u r u  w h i l e  t h e  r e s t  

v a ^ i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e .  Ag 

Nandi and U a s i n  G i s h u  t a k e  up a f a i r

t h e s e  m i g r a n t s  a r e  d e s t i n e d  

end up b e i n g  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  

r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s  such as 

s h a r e  of t h e  i n - m i g r a n t s .

The t r e n d  of  m i g r a t i o n  i s  s y s t e m a t i c a l  1y f o l l o w e d  w i t h  more t h a n  

h a l f  R i f t  V a l l e y  m ale  i n - m i g r a n t s  g o i n g  t o  W e s t e rn  P r o v i n c e  w h ic h  

shares  common b o r d e r  w i t h  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  th o u g h  i t  l a g s  seco nd 

la s t  as a d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  f e m a l e  i n —m i g r a n t s .  T h e  r e a s o n  h e r e  i s  

p r o b a b l y  due t o  i t s  c l o s e n e s s  t o  t h e  a r e a  of o r i g i n .  M a r r i e d  

women r a r e l y  accompany t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  i n s t e a d  t h e y  w o u ld  p r e f e r  

s t a y i n g  ba ck  a t  home w h i l e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  c o n t i n u e  s h a f l i n g  

between t h e i r  w o r k i n g  a r e a s  and home w here  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  s e n d i n g  

r e m i t t a n c e s .  T h i s  i s  a s t r o n g  c a s e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a c c e p t e d  

p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  among most of t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  m i g r a n t s  

r a r e l y  c u t  o f f  t i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  home p e o p l e .

Due t o  d i s t a n c e  and c o s t  o f  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  f u r t h e r  d i s t a n c e  such 

as C o a st  P r o v i n c e ,  i n - m i . g r a n t s  t o  t h e s e  a r e a s  who f i n d  i t  c o s t l y  

^ f c v e l l i n g  t o  and f r o  n o r m a l l y  p r e f e r  s t a y i n g  c l o s e  w i t h  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  f o r  much of t h e i r  w o r k i n g  l i f e  t i m e .  T h i s  may be t h e

males and f e m a l e s  i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e .

In t h e  P r o v i n c e  t h e  main a t t r a c t i v e  d e s t i n a t i o n  i s  Mombasa 

Which t h o u g h  i s  f a r  f r o m  N y a n z a  o f f e r  a t t r a c t i v e  employment  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  t o u r i s m ,  P o r t  

R t h o r i t y  and nu m ero us  o t h e r  c o m p a n i e s .  T r a v e l l i n g  has been 

made e a s y  and c h e a p e r  b y  r a i l w a y  t r a n s p o r t  w h ic h  r e a c h e s  u p t o



Eraph Is PERCENTAGE OF P R O V IN C IA L  D I S T R I B U T I O N  OF S I A Y A
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i  a. v i a  K i s u m u j N a k u r u  and N a i r o b i .

J p i : :  o v e r s  -from Mombasa go t o  K i l i f i  and K w a le  w h i l e  a

H w g l i g i b l e  o r t i o n  r e a c h  lama w h i c h  a p a r t  from b e i n g  a r i d  has 

| p r o b l e m s  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and l o w e r  emp loym en t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

■ f j - i s  r e d u c e s  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g e t t i n g  c o n t a c t s  from r e l a t i v e s  and 

| chance of s e n d i n g  back home r e m i t t a n c e .  W h i l e  Tan a  R i v e r  th o u g h  

j c  n o t  c l o s e  t o  r a i l w a y  l i n e  o r  Mombasa r e c e i v e s  a r e a s o n a b l e  

K jn b e r  of i n - m i g r a n t s  due t o  s e t t l e m e n t  schemes and f i s h i n g  a l o n g  

the r i v e r  an o c c u p a t i o n  of w h ic h  Luo c o m m u n ity  i s  much more 

accustomed t o .  T h e  r i v e r  t h e r e f o r e  o f f e r s  an e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  

f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  T h e r e f o r e  m i g r a n t s  t o  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  t e n d  t o  be 

much a t  home t h a n  i n  o t h e r  a r i d  r e g i o n s  o f  E a s t e r n  and N o r t h  

E a s t e r n  P r o v i n c e s .

The P r o v i n c i a l  d e s t i n a t i o n  b a r  g r a p h  shows t h a t  C o a s t  

P r o v i n c e  i s  sec o nd ed by C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c e  w i t h  Kiambu d i s t r i c t  

t a k i n g  m a j o r  p e r c e n t a g e .  T h i s  i s  due t o  t h e  s p i l l o v e r s  f r o m  t h e  

c a p i t a l  c i t y  of N a i r o b i ,  h i g h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l ,  nu merous 

f a c t o r i e s  such as i n  Kiambu t o w n ,  T h i k a ,  R u i r u , L i m u r u , K i k u y u  

and o t h e r  a d j a c e n t  s m a l l  t o w n s .  D i s t a n c e  t e n d  t o  t a k e  i t s  t o l l  

on .male i n —m i g r a n t #  t o  t h i s  Pr

than women b e i n g  d e s t i n e d  t o  C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c e .

E aste rn  P r o v i n c e  i s  s e c o n d  l e a s t  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  

overal  1 t o t a l  i n ~ m i g r a t i o n  d e s t i n a t i o n s  b u t  f o r  

l& y in g  t h i r d  l a s t .  In  a v e r a g e  m a l e / f e m a l e s  t o t a l  

aPPK'o>: i mat e l  y e q u a l .  Two main to w n s  c o n t r i b u t e*1

m a le s  and i n  

f  emal e s  i t  i s  

i n - m i  g r a n t s  i s  

t o  t h e  h i g h



f i g u r e i n  t h i s  P r o v i n c e . T h e s e  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  s p i l l o v e r

effect.  f r o m  N a i r o b i .  T h e  tw o to w n s  a r e  Machakos and A t h i  R i v e r  

whi<=h a r e  l e s s  t h a n  an h o u r ' s  f a s t  d r i v e  t o  t h e  C a p i t a l  C i t y  

0f N a i r o b i  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  l a y i n g  i n  E a s t e r n  P r o v i n c e .  F o r  t h o s e  

flho a r e  u n a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  of l i v i n g  i n  N a i r o b i  

made h i g h  by  r e n t  and t r a n s p o r t  c o s t  w o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  end up i n  

these tw o  t o w n s .  V et  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  e n j o y i n g  t h e  same 

l i f e  s t y l e  c i t y  d w e l l e r s  e n j o y .

Meru as w e l l , h a s  a h i g h  f i g u r e  t h o u g h  i t  i s  f a r  away i t  l i e s  i n  

high a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  a r e a .  O t h e r  t h a n  the? two d i s t r i c t s  

of Machakos and M e ru ,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t s  b e i n g  a r i d  o f f e r  

l i t t l e  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  i n - m i g r a n t s  h en c e  i n  t o t a l  t h e  

p e r c e n t a g e  of i n - m i g r a n t s  f a l l  seco nd l a s t  i n  r a n k .  Th o ug h  m a l e -  

female r a t i o  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e q u a l .

The l e a s t  r e g i o n  f o r  d e s t i n a t i o n  i s  N o r t h  E a s t e r n  w here  l e s s  

than 0.27.  o f  m a le s  a r e  t o  'be f o u n d  i n  t h e  i n  t h e  two d i s t r i c t s  

o-f G a r i s s a  and Mandera w i t h  a n e g l i  g a b l e  p e r c e n t a g e  a r e  t o  be 

found i n  t h e  tw o d i s t r i c t s  of Mandera and W a j i r ,  p e r c e n t a g e  

of women i n  G a r i s s a  may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  i t s  b e i n g  P r o v i n c i a l

i t  a c co m p a n y in

posted by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m i n i s t r i e s  and p a r a s t a t a l

o r g a n i s a t i o n e  as n u r s e s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  t e l e p h o n e  o p e r a t o r s  e t c .

p t h e r w i s e  N o r t h  E a s t e r n  .is n o t  o f f e r i n g  any employment

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  m i g r a n t s  n o r  i s  i t  of an y  m a j o r  e c o n o m ic  

p e n e f i t  b e s i d e s  b e i n g  o u t  of t h e  way and i t s  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e
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I r ® *  of t h e  o r i g i n .  A l l  t h e s e  make i t  a d i f f i c u l t  a r e a  t o  r e a c h .

j n c o n c l u s i o n  we a r e  a b l e  t o  d e duc e  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  a p a r t  f r o m  

& o n t r i b u t i n g  i n  r e d u c i n g  t h e  r a t e  o f  m i g r a t i o n  s t r e a m  

em ploym ent,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and c o m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k  h a v e  a l o t  

to c o n t r i b u t e  i n  e i t h e r  e n h a n c i n g  o r  d i s c o u r a g i n g  m i g r a t i o n  

f l o w .

F u r t h e r  more we a r e  a b l e  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n - m i g r a n t s  f r o m  S i a y a  

District a r e  w i d e s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  K e n y a .  T h i s  h e l p s  t o  show 

the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  S i a y a  b e i n g  one r e g i o n  w i t h  h i g h  n e t  o u t 

m i g r a t i o n  w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  t h i s  t r e n d  o f  s p a r t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .

may o n l y  h y p o t h e s i s  t h e  d e t e r m i n a n t s  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  s i n c e  

census d a t a  used  i s  n o t  c a p a b l e  of  a n s w e r i n g  s u c h  i s s u e s .

2 :3  D E S I I N A I I O N  OF MALE Q U I ZMIGRANJS

I t  i s  n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  m a le s  t o  m i g r a t e  i n  l a r g e  numbers  t o  f a r  

d i s t a n t  p l a c e s .  B e i n g  /more a d v e n t e r o u s ,  i n s i q u i t i v e ,  b r e a d

e a r n e r s  as  w e l l  as due t o  t h e i r  l a c k  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l

r e s t r i c t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  a r e  

more e v e n l y  s p r e a d  c o u n t r y w i d e  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  b e i n g  Kisum u

/ l o w e s t  b e i n g  Ulaji!

0 . 00%.  O t h e r w i s e  t h e  s p r e a d  of 0 . 7 5 %  f o r  N a k u r u  down t o  0 . 5 6 %  

for Mombasa a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  197. need e x p l a n a t i o n  (s e e  g r a p h  2 ) .

p n a l y s i s  of d e t e r m i n a n t s  and d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  m i g r a n t s  r e v e a l s  

that m i g r a n t s  a r e  n o r m a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  j o b  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  

Communication n e t w o r k  and r e p p e l e d  b y  d i s t a n c e s .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e
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■ t  h a r d  t o  g i v e  r e a s o n  -for K i s u m u ' s  h i g h  - f i g u r e  of 2 . 0 4 %  on t h e  

t h r e e  c o n d i t i o n  g i v e n  ab o ve  N a k u r u ,  Mombasa, Kakamega, B u s i a ,  

Kiambu and h e r i c h o  as w e ] 1 s h a r e  t h e  same c o n d i t i o n s  b e i n g  

u r ban c e n t r e s .  Tho ug h e c o n o m ic  p r o s p e c t s  seem t o  o v e r u l e  t h e  

d i s t a n c e  f a c t o r .  S o u t h  N y a n z a  has t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  L ak e  

V i c t o r i a  w h i c h  r e n d e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e a s y  as w e l l  as Lambwe 

^ f c t t l e m e n t  w i t h  more p e o p l e  f r o m  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  s e t t l i n g  t h e r e .  

•Others go t o  work o r  l o o k  f o r  employment a t  So n y  S u g a r  F a c t o r y  

(Awendo) and t h e  s o r o u n d i n g  s u g a r  g r o w i n g  a r e s .  T h i s  c a u s e s  

^ ■ l i l i t y  t o  and f ro m  t h e s e  two d i s t r i c t s  f o r  v i s i t s  and t r a d e  

more f r e q u e n t .

As i s  t o  be n o t e d  w i t h  t h e  m a l e / f e m a l e  m i g r a n t s  K i s i i  o nc e  a g a i n  

f a l l s  low w i t h  o n l y  0 . 0 9 “/. due t o  i t s  b e i n g  o u t  of way f o r

m i g r a n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  f r o m  Ugenya and A l e g o  o r  Gem and 

Sakwa m i g r a n t s  w o u ld  p r e f e r  d i r e c t  t r a v e l l i n g  be i t  by  r o a d ,

t r a i n  o r  w a t e r  ( f o r  L a k e  V i c t o r i a )  w h ic h  a*"e common modes o-f

in l a n d  t r a n s p o r t  i n s t e a d  o f  s t o p p i n g  i n  be tw een t o  t a k e  a 

con n e c t i n g  r o u t e  w h ic h  i n c r e a s e s  c o s t  and t i m e  w a s t a g e .  T h i s  

makes suc h  D i s t r i c t s  such as N a r o k ,  K a j i a d o ,  N y e r i , Embu among 

o th e rs  t o  be h a v i n g  v e r y  lo w  number of i n - m i g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e
r

d i s t r i c t .

^ t a n c e  such  as Si  aya t o  f u r k a n a ,  5ambu.ru,  E l g e y o ,  M a r a k w e t , 

fc de ra , G a r i s s a , K i t u i , I s i o l o ,  Embu, L a m u , K i r i n y a g a ,  W a j i r  and 

Marsabi t  t e n d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of m i g r a n t s  who may end up 

• k i n g  t o o  much money i f  n o t  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p r o b l e m  may l e a d
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Thus, due t o  lo w  numberm to  1o w e r i  ng o f  m o t i  v a t  i on f o r  m o b i 1 i t y „

?
Kf m': ' these areas, th e re  are  few r e la t i v e s  and f r ie n d s

^ M p f f e r  a c co m m od atio n  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  g e t  j o b s .
11

* 4  D E S I I N A T I O N  o f  f e m a l e  QUTz MIGRANTS

^■jemale o u t - m i  g r a n t s  i s  a v e r y  com plex  s t u d y  whose a n a l y s i s  

r e q u i r e s  a good u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of c u l t u r a l  r o l e s ,  s o c i a l  and 

economic f a c t o r s  w h ic h  h e l p  i n  c h a n g i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d e  f o r  women 

land t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n  i n  t h e  modern s o c i e t y .

1 VJhere as i n  t h e  p r e c o l o n i a l  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e t t i n g ,  fe m a le  

m o b i l i t y  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  m a r r i a g e s  and mass m i g r a t i o n  w h ic h

wer • t o  r a i d s ,  l a n d  p r e s s u r e ,  e p i d e m i c s  and environmenta l

changes, t o —da y t h e r e  seem t o  be much more f r e e d o m .  Women t a k e

much more o r i g i n a l l y  male  d o m i n a t e d  r o l e s  t h a n  t h e y  used t o  do

before .

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  u n l i k e  t h e  m a le s  d e s t i n a t i o n s  

I Qf f e m a l e s  t h o u g h  n o t  w i d e s p r e a d  and u n i f o r m ,  -  as t h e i r  

d e s t i n a t i o n  a r e  f a r  much l o w e r  t h a n  m a l e s -  K i s i i  w h i c h  seem t o  

L be much o u t  of  t h e  way f o r  m a le s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  as  h a v i n g  a h i g h e r

B Tespect .i v e l  y . T h i s  may he e x p l a i n e d  on v a r i o u s  g r o u n d s  (s e e  

9raph 3)

H  a r e s u l t  o f  p a t r e n e a l  exogamous m a r r i a g e s  w i t h  m a le s  f r o m  

r  i c t  s f e m a l e s  w h o s e h u s b a n d s a r e  f r e q  li e n t  m i g r  a n t  s t  o K i s i i 

■ y e a r  ago may f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  K i s i i  D i s t r i c t  as e p p o sse d  t o



Bpn who a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  o n l y  s e a r c h  -for em ploym ent  and 

I n v i t a t i o n  by - f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s .  Women as w e l l  a r e  much more 

I n t e r e s t e d  i n  s m a l l  s c a l e  t r a d e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  such  

L s o n i o n s ,  b a n a n a s  e t c .  K i s i i  b e i n g  a h i g h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

L r e a  o f f e r s  a t t r a c t i v e  m a r k e t  t h a n  S o u t h  Wyanza and e v en  B u s i a  

or- Kakamega D i s t r i c t s .

£ f a c t  t o  be n o t e d  i s  t h e  m a j o r  d r o p  f r o m  t h a t  of Kakamega w i t h  

0 ,4 67  t o  Kiambii w i t h  0 . 2 3 7  a d i f f e r e n c e  of 50“/.. The  f i r s t ,  f i v e  

D i s t r i c t s  a r e  e i t h e r  n e a r e r  t o  S i a y a  or a r e  i n  d i r e c t  

fftfl imunication l i n e  w i t h  S i a y a  such as N a k u r u  and Mombasa. T h u s  

women t e n d  t o  be c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  by  v i t u r e  of 

m a r r i a g e ,  b u s i n e s s ,  employment  o r  e d u c a t i o n  and m e d i c a t i o n  t h a n  

in o t h e r  r e g i o n s .

H e  t o  t h e i r  b e i n g  o u t  of t h e  way,  e x p e n s i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

harsh e n v i r o n m e n t s , 1 ong d i s t a n c e s  seem t o  l o w e r  f e m a l e  m i g r a t i o n  

to such r e g i o n s  as M a r o k , Kao i a d o ,  K i l i f i ,  M u r a n g a ,  L a i k i p i  a and 

more so i n  semi a r i d  a r e a s  w h e re  t h e i r  p e r c e n t a g e  i s  n e g l i g e b l e  

or s t a n d s  a t  0 .  007. < I s i o l  o , K i  t u i  yM arsab i  t  ,M a n d e ra  and W a j i r )  .
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COMPARATIVE VOLUME OF MALE AND FEMALE 

MIGRANTS BY D E S T I N A T I O N S

U s in g  1979 c e n s u s  g i v i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  b y  sex , Di  s t r  i c t  of r e s i d e n c e  

\2 months  b e f o r e  c e n s u s  and d i s t r i c t  of e n u m e r a t i o n  t h e r e  seem 

| to  be a s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  males w e re

I
A & s i d e n t s  o f  Kisum u D i s t r i c t  w h ic h  i s  2„03%u T h i s  i s  a 

A l s s i b i l i t y  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t s  t h a t  Kisumu i s  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  

^ B p a d q u a t e r s  as  w e l l  as a m a j o r  C o m m e rc ia l  C e n t r e .  B e s i d e s  t h e s e

I
^ B v a n t a g e s , K isum u has a l a r g e  number of s c h o o l s  and employment  

A t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  and employment 

[ a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  b o t h  s c h o o l  d r o p - o u t s  and j o b  s e e k e r s  ( s e e  map 3 

and g r a p h  4 ) .

K i s u m u  i s  f o l l o w e d  by  N ak uru  w i t h  a t o t a l  of 0.687. and Mombasa 

( w i th  0 .5 87..  U s i n g  t h e s e  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  i t  may be r e a l i s e d  t h a t  

B i e s e  f i r s t  t h r e e  d e s t i n a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  d i s t r i c t

h e a d q u a r t e r s  b u t  u r b a n  c e n t r e  as  w e l l .  T h e y  t h e r e f o r e  a r e  a b l e  

to h a v e  h i g h  f i g u r e s  o f  i n —m i g r a n t s  f r o m  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  who go 

to u r b a n  c e n t r e s  f o r  em ploym ent  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  e m e n i t i e s .  On 

the o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  i n —c o m in g  p o p u l a t i o n  who end up i n  v a r i o u s  

p a r t s  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  may h a v e  been i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e s e  c e n t r e s .

M i g r a t i o n  t o  S o u t h  N y a n z a , Kakamega and B u s i a  may be e x p l a i n e d  i n  

-he g r o u n d s  of b e i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  

^ ■ t r t  f r o m  b e i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  b o r d e r s ,  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  b e t t e r  

P g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  as w e l l  as b e i n g  exp o se d  t o  t r a d e  

B h z a n i a  f o r  S o u t h  N y a n z a  and Uganda f o r  B u s i a  D i s t r i c t , ,

f ro m



f
^akamega d i s t r i c t  o f f e r s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  trade* i s  m a i n l y  i n  

i g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e  and f i s h  t r a d e  be tw een t h e  two d i s t r i c t s  

^ K i c h  has gone on t h r o u g h  d e c a d e s .  I t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a r g u e  

■pH t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  b e i n g  r e l a t e d  b y  m a r r i a g e  a c r o s s  b o r d e r  hence 

t h e r e  as v i s i t s  i n  and o u t  of t h e  tw o d i s t r i c t s  due t o  

■ g d u c a t i o n , m e d i c a l  r e a s o n s  as  w e l l  as  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  r e a s o n s .  

■ T h e r e  seem t o  be a good i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f u r t h e r  away f r o m  

the a r e a  o f  o r i g i n  t h e  l o w e r  t h e  number o f  m i g r a n t s  r e a c h i n g  

' t h e r e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  who may go t o  t h e s e  p l a c e s  f o r  w o r k .

■ Thus t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of i n -  .ini g r a n t s  f r o m  S i  ay  a t o  K a j i a d o  d r o p s  

from t h a t  o f  0 . 0 7 %  of K i s i i  t o  0 . 0 5 %  w h ic h  c o n t i n u e  t o  d w i n d l e  

up t o  0 . 0 0 %  f o r  W a j i r ,  I s i o l o ,  M a r s a b i t ,  Lamu and M an dera.  

■These d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  l i t t l e  t o  o f f e r  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  s e m i - a r i d ,  

though S a m b u ru ,  G a r i s s a ,  E l g e y o  and K i t u i  may h a v e  t h e  same 

e r tv i ro m e n ta l  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of 0 . 0 1  may be due t o  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  w o r k e r s  t h a n  t h o s e  who go 

t h e r e  t o  l o o k  f o r  e m p lo y m e n t .

F i s h i n g  as  an i n d u s t r y  and t r a d i t i o n a l  o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e  Luo  

community may be used t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  

of m i g r a n t s  i n  T u r k a n a  d i s t r i c t .  H a v i n g  a l a k e

I re m a r k a b l y  i n  Lak e  V i c t o r i a  a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of N i l e  p e r c h  

| frabuta) . T h i s  makes i t  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  f i s h e r m e n  

. i r i s p i t e  of i t s  i t s  b e i n g  v e r y  r e m o t e ,  f a r  removed a r i d  r e g i o n .  

B t  a l s o  e x p l a i n s  t h e  same r e a s o n i n g  f o r  T a n a  R i v e r  D i s t r i c t  and 

d i s t r i c t s  a l o n g  Ta n a  and A t h i  R i v e r s .  F i s h i n g  i n  Lak e N a i v a s h aL
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TABLE 2 DIRECTION OF MIGRANTS FROM SIAYA QISIRICT TO OTHER
DISIRICJS AND URBAN AREAS ^EXCLUDING NAIROBI).

D I S T R I C T
OF
PREVIOUS
RESIDENCE

MALE
MALE
V. FEMALE

FEMALE
7. TO TA L

T O T A L
7.

SEX
R A T IO

J. Kakamega 994 046 1211 0.  46 2205 0.  46 1 2 1 .8

[ n t- • E^usi a 821 0 . 3 8 1300 0. 49 2121 0 .  44 158. 3

p .  

I 4 *

Bungoma 281 0.  13 274 0 . 1 0 rrcrrcrUUU 0 , 12 97.  5

Wcast
P o k o t 46 0 .  02 46 0 . 0 2 92 1 . 0 2 100. 0

5 • U a s i  n
Gi shu 561 0 . 2 6 619 0 .  23 1188 0.  24 110. 3

6, T u r k a n a 16 0 . 0 7 12 0. 00 28 0 . 0 1 7 5 .  0

7. T r a n s  
N z a i  a 252 0. 12 241 0 .  09 493 0.  10 95 .  6

a. Samburu 20 0 . 0 1 24 0 . 01 44 0 . 01 1 2 0 . 0

9. Narok 121 0.  06 199 0 . 0 8 320 0 . 07 164,. 5

$0.

i i .

Nandi 450 0 . 2 1  / •779 0.  13 782 0 . 1 6 73. 8

N a k u ru 1628 0.  75 1655 0. 63 3283 0 . 6 8 101 „ 7

12. L a i  k i  p i  a 56 0 . 03 67 0 . 03 123 0. 03 1 1 9 . 6

13. K e r i  cho 600 0 . 2 8 499 0 .  19 1099 0.  23 8 3 .  2

j. 14. K a j  i ado 136 0.0:'/* 122 0. 05 253 0 . 05 89 .  7

15 „ E l g e y o
Marakwet 26 0 . 01 n O 0 . 01 48 0.  01 8 4 ... 6

i 16. B a r i  ngo 83 0 . 04 64 0 . 0 2 147 0 . 0 3 77. 1

[ 17. S o u t h
Nanza 1184 0 . 5 4 1304 0 .  49 2488 0 . 52 110. 7

SB. Ki s la mu 4455 2 . 0 4 5327 2 . 02 9782 2 . 03 1 19. 6

( t o  c o n t i n u e t h e  f o l 1owi ng p a g e . » . >
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196 

9 

13 

21 

112 

10 

I 178

12

26

107 

91

1212 

15 

37 

96 

73

16. N y andarw a 40

37. Muranga 143

38. K i r  i n y a g a  31

39. Kiambu 671

■ KENYA 218122

..f r o m t h e p r e v i o u

0 .  0 9 152 5 . 7 7

0 . 0 0 7 0 .0 0

0 .01 1 1 0 .0 0

0 . 0 1 16 0 . 0 1

0 .  0 5 221 0 . OS

0 .  0 0 crU 0 .0 0

6 .0 8 13 7 0 .  0 7

0 . 0 1 10 0 .  0 0

0 . 01 9 0 . 0 0

0 .01 3 5 0 . 01

0 .0 5 131 0 . 0 5

0 .0 4 91 0 . 0 3

0 . 5 6 1 5 5 9 0 . 5 9

0 n 0  1 4 0 .0 0

0 .  0 4  / 91 0 .  0 3

0 . 0 4 1 19 0 .  0 5

0 .0 4 4 6 0 . 0 2

0 .  0 2 3 8 0 . 01

120 0 .  0 5

0 . 01 3 2 0 . 0 1

0 . 3 1 6 1 3 0 .  2 3

1 0 0  26:3 5 6 2 10 0

page)

349 0 . 0 7 7 7 . 6

16 0 . 00 77.  8

24 0.  00 8 4 . 6

37 0 .0 1 7 6 . 2

0.  07 1 9 7 . 3

15 0 . 0 0 5 0 . 0

365 0 . 0 8 105. 1

0 . 0 1 4 5 . 5

21 0.  00 7 5 . 0

61 0 . 0 1 1 3 4 . 6

238 0.  05 122. 4

182 0 . 0 4 100

2771 0 . 5 8 1 2 8 .6

19 0 . 0 0 26 .  7

178 0 . 0 4 104. 6

215 0 . 0 4 1 2 4 0

124 0 . 0 3 5 9 . 0

78 0. 02 9 5 .  0

263 0 . 0 5 8 4 , 9

63 0 . 0 1 103, 2

1 2389 0 . 2 7 92. 1

418684 100 1 2 0 .8

I  19. K i s i i  

■5?0. Wajir 

121- Mandera 

mgZn G a n s s a  

■  23- Menu

i
B .  M a r s a b i t

H f p Machakcs

26- K i t u i

ft 27. I s i  o l  o

28. Embu

1
19. Tan a  

Ri v e r

K>. T  a i t  a 
Taveta

31. Mombasa

32. Lamu

I 33. K w a le

■ 34. K i l i f i

; 35. N y e r i

50



N a k u r u  d i s t r i c t .•for

[tt w ould  be - f u r t h e r  used t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  h i g h  f i g u r e  of m i g r a n t s  

■ p i n g  t o  S o u t h  N y a n z a  w h ic h  b o r d e r s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and V i c t o r i a  

g h o r e l i n e s  w i t h  S i a y a  and p a r t s  of B u s i a  D i s t r i c t .  B u t  t h i s  

[cannot be used t o  a r g u e  f o r  suc h  a r e a s  as t h e  h i g h  f i g u r e s  f o r  

pjQiflbasa and t h e  l o w e r  f i g u r e s  of Lamu. T h e s e  two a r e  i n  

c o n t r a s t , Mombasa has  a h i g h  f i g u r e  due t o  i t s  a t t r a c t i o n  of 

employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  b o t h  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s .  

B r ig h t  l i g h t ,  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n  and h o t e l  i n d u s t r y ,  l e i s u r e  

and l u x u r y  goods as much as  need t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  r i c h  S w a h i l i  

c u l t u r e  a c t  as t h e  main m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  i n - m i g r a t i o n ;  f u t h e r m o r e ,  

i t  i s  an u r b a r n  c e n t e r  and d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s .  

A v a i l a b i l i t y  of d i r e c t  t r a n s p o r t , r e l a t i v e s  t o  welcome t h e  new 

m i g r a n t s  and b u s i n e s s  f o r  t h o s e  i n c l i n e d  t o w a r d s  c o m m e r c ia l

e n t e r p r i s e  a l l  a t t r a c t p e o p l e t o Mombasa.

Most o f  t h e  w o r k e r s go i n f o r h o t e l  i n d u s t r y as w e l 1 as i n

Rami s i  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y i n  K i l i f i D i s t r i c t .  The same whi ch may

apply f o r  Lamu f a l l s h o r t due t o  d i s t a n c e and c o s t o f

t r a v e l l i n g .  Lamu b e i n g  t o o  f a r  w i t h  p o o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and h o t  

humid c l i m a t e  r e c e i v e  f a r  much l e s s  i n —m i g r a n t s  t h a n  K w a le  and 

Ki 1 f

coastal s t r i p .  K i l i f i  and K w ale  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s p i l l o v e r  e f f e c t  

from Mombasa.

S p i l l o v e r  a r g u m e n t  may be used t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  h i g h  f i g u r e  f o r  

pachakos of 0 . 0 3  and more s o .  K iambu w i t h  0 . 2 3  b o t h  to w ns b e i n g  

N a i r o b i  t h o u g h  f a r  f ro m  a r e a  o f  o r i g i n  t e n d  t o  h a v e  h i g h  

B g u r e s  t h a n  N y e r i  o r  Embu w i t h  a mere 0 . 0 3 %  and
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Iq . 01% r e s p e c t i v e l y .  What i s  more i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h e  lo w  - f i g u r e s  

f o r  K i s i i  w h ic h  i s  0.07V. com pare d w i t h  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  i n  N y a n z a

p r o v i n c e  w h ic h  r a n g e  f r o m  0 . 5 2 %  f o r  S o u t h  N y a n z a  t o  2.037. f o r  

[)<i sumu.

The r e a s o n  h e r e  may be due t o  i t s  i s  b e i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  way f r o m  

|the d i r e c t  r o u t e  t o  N a i r o b i  and Mom b asa; lo w  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of l a n d  

for a g r i c u l t u r a l  p l a n t a t i o n  such  as  t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Kisumu 

D i s t r i c t  o f  s u g a r - c a n e  p l a n t a t i o n  as w e l l  as i n  K i l i f i , a n d  s i s a l  

i p i a n t a t i o n  of Machakos.  T h e s e  were  t o  a t t r a c t  m i g r a n t s  d u r i n g  

the c o l o n i a l  e r a , a n d  a r e  s t i l l  a t t r a c t i n g  jo b  s e e k e r s  of p r i m a r y  

school  and s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  d r o p o u t s  who a r e  n o t  q u l i f i e d  t o  

proceed w i t h  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e y  t h e r e f o r e  o f f e r e d  

d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  m i g r a n t s  t h r o u g h  r e l a t i v e s  who had s e t t l e d  i n  

these a r e a s  as o ppo se d t o  K i s i i  whose i n h a b i t a n t s  hav e  r e g a r d e d  

despie ed t h e  Luo r e f e r i n g  t o  them as omugere ( t h e  l a k e  p e o p l e ) .

cr ~v



CHAPTER THREE

SEX R A T IO  OF MIGRANTS 

j .f i  OVERVIEW

M o b i l i t y  has a d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on sex r a t i o  as  has  been c o n f i r m e d  

jjy s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  by Thomas i n  USA ( 1 9 5 9 ) .  A r i a s  i n  G u a te m a la  

( j9 6 1 )  and J a n s e n  i n  C y l o n  ( 1 9 7 0 ) »  From t h e i r  f i n d i n g s ,  t h e y  

c o n f i rm e d  t h a t  m a le s  a r e  more m i g r a t o r y  t h a n  f e m a l e s .  In  A f r i c a  

Cal d w e l 1 ( 1 9 6 8 - 7 0 )  c o n f i r m e d  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  i n  G han a,  d e s p i t e  t h e  

encouragement f o r  g i r l s  t o  m i g r a t e  t o  u r b a n  a r e a s  by  t h e i r  

p a r e n t s .  T h e s e  f i n d i n g s  t h e r e f o r e  h e l p  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  v i e w  

g e n e r a l l y  h e l d  t h a t  m a le s  a r e  mare e x p l o r a t o r y  and l e s s  c o n f i n e d  

by t r a d i t i o n s .  A f u r t h e r  f i n d i n g  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  sex i s  n o t  o n l y  

of l e s s  s e l e c t i v i t y  t h a n  a g e ,  b u t  i s  l e s s  u n i f o r m  o v e r  t i m e  and 

space-

With t h e s e  r e s u l t s  i n  m i n d ,  u s i n g  m i g r a t i o n  s t r a m  f r o m  S i a y a  

D i s t r i c t  we may be a b l e  t o  e i t h e r  a c c e p t  o r  r e f u t e  them. 

A n a l y s i s  of g r a p h  5 w h ic h  g i v e s  sex r a t i o  b y  age g r o u p s  

for t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e s i d i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  b u t  w i t h i n  t h e  

p r o v in c e  and t h o s e  r e s i d i n g  e l s e w h e r e  one y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  c e n s u s  

w i l l  be a b l e  t o  h e l p  us  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s -
r

( 1 )  T h e  e x t e n t  of  sex s e l e c t i v i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  d i s t a n c e  

u s i n g  l i f e  t i m e  m i g r a t i o n .

<2) Sex s e l e c t i v i t y  o v e r  t i m e  u s i n g  t h e  age g r o u p s .

An a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  

v a r  i  a t  i o n s  f o u n d ' i n  g r a p h .
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3 s 2 A g e -S e x  S t r u c t u r e  of. O u t - m i g r a n t s

g r a p h i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of sex r a t i o  of o u t - m i g r a n t s  and n o n 

m i g r a n t s  -from S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  g i v i n g  a g e - g r o u p s  a n a l y s i s  p r o v i d e s  

a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p i c t u r e  of t h e  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s : -

1. R e s i d e n t s  i n  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t s  of e n u m e r a t i o n ,

2.  R e s i d e n t s  f ro m  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  b u t  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  

P r o v i n c e  and

3-  R e s i d e n t s  e l s e w h e r e  ( s e e  g r a p h  6 and t a b l e  3 ) .

The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  aged 1 - 1 4  w h ic h  i s  a m a j o r  g r o u p  of 

dependant p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  and b e l o w  s c h o o l  age r i s e s  a b o v e  100 

for t h e  m i g r a n t s  l i v i n g  i n  o t h e r  D i s t r i c t s .  W h i l e  t h o s e  w i t h i n  

P r o v in c e  r e a c h  peak a t  age g r o u p  1 5 - 1 9  when t h e y  fo r m  t h e  b u l k  

of sc h o o l  d r o p o u t s  b e g i n i n g  t o  s t a r t  l o o k i n g  f o r  e m p lo y m e n t .  

There i s  a c l e a r  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n c e  of m a l e s .  T h i s  

| trend s u d d e n l y  b e g i n  t o  t a k e  a n o s e - d i v e  r e a c h i n g  b e l o w  100 a t  

age g r o u p s  3 0 - 3 4  f o r  b o t h  g r o u p s  of o u t - m i g r a n t s .

While he r a t i o  o f  m i g r a n t s  m o ving  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  

state c o n t i n u e  g o i n g  down s t e a d i l y  r e a c h i n g  25 a t  a q e - q r o u p s  

4 t h a t  o f  m i g r a n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  s u d d e n 1y s h o o t s  up
r

Nek t o  more t h a n  100 a t  age g r o u p s  3 5 - 3 9  b e f o r e  d e s c e n d i n g  a t  

[ t i rs t  s t e a d i l y  down t o  age g r o u p s  4 5 - 4 9  when once a g a i n  i t  

(Ngins t o  f l a c t u a t e  b u t  n e v e r  r i s i n g  a b o ve  SO t i l l  age g r o u p s  

I B M • Where as m i g r a n t s  t o  o t h e r  D i s t r i c t s  b e g i n  t o  show an 

^ p r e s t i n g  p i c t u r e  of r e t u r n  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  5 5 - 5 9  t h i s  t r e n d  i s  

f o r  t h o s e  w i t h i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e  t o  d e l a y  up t o  a g e - g r o u p

■

i
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1)0 - 6 4 . I t  t h e n  c o n t i n u e s  p a s t  100 and moves, down 

r a t i o  -found o n l y  a t  age g r o u p  1 5 - 1 9 ,  t h i s  i 

g r o u p  7 0 - 7 4  c o n s e q u e n t l y  b o t h  m i g r a n t s  d r o p  down 

b5+ as t h e y  a p p r o a c h  t h e  end of t h e i r  l i f e  t i m e .

t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  

5 f o u n d  a t  age

t o  b e lo w  100 a t

mong some o f  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t o  be made fro m  

t h e  g r a p h  a r e  t h a t  m i g r a n t  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  m o ving  o u t s i d e  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  o r  r e m a i n  w i t h i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t s  w i t h i n  Ny a n z a  P r o v i n c e ,  

have a c o n t i n o u s  d r o p  o f  sex r a t i o  on t h e  same s c a l e  f r o m  age 

g ro u p  2 5 - 2 9  down t o  3 0 - 3 4 .  T h e r e a f t e r  t h e  gap betw een t h e  two 

widden w i t h  t h o s e  m o ving  o u t  of  t h e  P r o v i n c e  whose r a t i o  

c o n t i n u e  t o  f l a c t u a t e .

ftmong some of t h e  h y p a t h e t i c a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

pay be s a i d  t o  be due t o  m a r r i a g e  a t  age g r o u p  2 5 - 2 9  and t h e  

i n t e r e s t  most m ale s  a r e  h a v i n g  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e i r  w i v e s  t o  s t a y  

ack at  home. Due? t o  d i s t a n c e  f o r  t h o s e  l i v i n g  f a r  f r o m  t h e  

D i s t r i c t  more and more ' f a m i l i e s  w o u ld  c o n t i n u e  l i v i n g  i n  

(Separate u n i o n s  t o  h e l p  i n  r e d u c i n g  e c o n o m ic  e x p e n s e s  as opposed 

to t h o s e  who h a v e  m i g r a t e d  i n  D i s t r i c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  N y a n z a  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p  t h e r e  i s  a c o n t i n o u s  s t r e a m  of v i s i t s  b y  t h e

pie s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  betw een 6 o —64 and 7 0 —74 may be e x p l a i n e d  on 

Bie b a s i s  of t h e  t y p e s  of j o b s  t h e  m i g r a n t s  engage in.. F o r  

those l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  due t o  t h e  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t h e y  

have t o  t r a v e l  1 u l t i m a t e l y  r e t u r n  back when t h e y  a r e  i n  o l d  age.  

(* e y  n o r m a l l y  en g a g e  i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e s  such as t r a d e ,  s e m i -
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s e r v i  cegki l i e d  j o b s  w h i c h  do n o t  r e q u i r e  r e t i r e m e n t  f ro m

pftence t h e o n l y  i mmedianc y t h e y  r e a l i s e  whan t h e y  a r e movi n

to w a rd s  t h e c l o s e of t h e i r  l i f e  s p a n .

T a b l e  3 p o p u l a t i o n  BY SEX A F I V E  YEAR AGE GROUP AND PLACE OF

RESIDENCE 12 MONTHS BEFORE CENSUS

IN PROVINCE ELSEWHERE

a g f  g r o u p MALE FEMALE RAT 10 MALE FEMALE R A T IO

i~4 451 477 1 0 5 . 8 1338 1363 1 0 3 .4

5 -9 3S2 456 1 1 9 . 4 1025 1 151 1 1 2 .3

10-14 . 376 448 1 1 9 .1 713 979 1 3 7 .3

15-19 398 633 1 5 9 . 0 753 1298 172. 4

20 -24 394 540 1 3 7.1 873 1304 1 4 9 .4

25-29 r ~  * 
ai. vJ O 1 2 5 . 9 690 847 122. 8

! 30 -34 230 202 8 7 . 8 504 449 89.  1

35-39 106 121 1 1 4 . 2 344 238 69.  2

1 40-44 104 96 / 9 2 . 3 352 155 44. 0

45-49 98 66 6 7 . 3 297 96 “̂ 7. 7.

50-54 71 45 6 3 .  4 189 48 25 . 4

55-59 41 31 7 5 . 6 120 38 3 1 . 7

I 60-64 5/* 4 6 . 9 84 32 38.  1

65-69 17 16 1 0 5 .9 42 20 4 7 . 6

70-74 10 15 1 5 0 . 0 24 14 5 8 . 3

75+ 10 7 7 0 . 0 15 10 66. 7

NS 10 7 10 19

t o t a l 2993 t c t  •» nr
v j  1  v j 1 1 7 . 4 7373 8081 1 0 9 . 6
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M i g r a n t s  away fro m  t h e  P r o v i n c e  due t o  d i s t a n c e  and a t  t i m e s  

b e i n g  engaged .in wage l a b o u r  p r e f e r  r e t i r i n g  much e a r l y  f ro m  

a c t i v e  s e r v i c e .  Due t o  t h e  m o b i d i t y  and m o r t a l i t y  t h e  sc e n e  

r e d u c e s  t o  a l m o s t  t h e  same l e v e l  as t h e  n o n —mi g r a n t s .

B h . i l e t h e  r a t i o  of a d u l t s  r e f l e c t  downward s t r e n d  w i t h  w id e  

v a r i a t i o n  s c h o o l  age p o p u l a t i o n  t e n d  t o  h av e  c o n t i n o u s  i n c r e a s e  

in  sex r a t i o  w i t h  v e r y  lo w  v a r i a t i o n  r a t e s  w h ic h  r e m a in  a b o ve  

100 d e p i c t i n g  d o m in a n c e  o* male  i n  b o t h  c a s e s .  But. i t  i s  w o r t h  

n o t i n g  that.  more m ale s  m i g r a t e  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  p a r e n t s  t o  

D i s t r i c t s  a t  age b r a c k e t  1 - 9  b u t  t h i s  t r e n d  c h a n g e s  w i t h  l e s s  

m a l e s in  t h e  f o r m e r  th a n  t h e  l a t t e r  f r o m  age b r a c k e t s  10-1.4 up t o  

age b r a k e t  2 5 - 2 9  when t h e  tw o r e a c h  e q u a l  l e v e l s .

Among h y p a t h e s e s  w h ic h  one may g i v e  f o r  t h i s  t r e n d  a r e n -

(a )  Need t o  s t a y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  once t h e y  a r e  a p p r o a c h i n g  

p u b e r t y  by  f a t h e r s  who w o u ld  l i k e  t o  g u i d e  t h e i r  yo un g  

s o n s  w h i l e  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  a r e  l e f t  b e h i n d  t o  s t a y  and 

h e l p  w i t h  home c o r e s .

(b^ Due t o  t h e i r  e x p l a n a t o r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  more yo un g  

men end up p l a n n i n g  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  m i g r a t i o n s  t h a n  

t h e i r  f e m a l e  c o h o r t s .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s  more and
r

more m ales m i g r a n t e  t h a n  f e m a l e s .

<c> Need f o r  b e t t e r  s c h o o l  w h ic h  i s  a m a j o r  i n v e s t m e n t .

<d> D e c l i n e  i n  b o t h  m i g r a t i o n  t r e n d s  a r e  p o s s i b l y  due t o  

m a r r i a g e  when t h e  m a r r i e d  yo ung men a r e  j o i n e d  by  

t h e i r  w i v e s .
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3 : 3  SEX R A T IO  BY AGE GROUP OF PQPULAIQN ENUMERATED OUT -  S I D E  

THE D I S J R I C I  BUJ W I T H I N  THE PROVINCE;.

Among t h e  l i f e  t i m e  m i g r a n t s  from S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  i t  i s  r e v e a l e d  

t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  sex r a t i o  was 2 1 1 / 1 0 0  a t  age g r o u p  3 5 - 3 9  and 

th e  l o w e s t  t o  be -found a t  age g r o u p  y e t  w i t h  a sex r a t i o  o f  72 

e?n t o  e v e r y  100 women. T h i s  i s  a good i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  more men 

than women r e m a i n  w o r k i n g  o r  r e s i d i n g  o u t  as m i g r a n t s  a t  age 

g ro u p  3 5 - 3 9  t h a n  any o t h e r  age g r o u p . T a k e n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  peak 

B e r i o d  when most men go o u t  t o  l o o k  f o r  employment  w i t h  m a j o r i t y  

S a v i n g  p r i m a r y  g o i n g  s c h o o l  c h i 1d r e n , t h e s e  young p a r e n t s  t e n d  t o  

■ p  t o  n e a r b y  D i s t r i c t s  such  as K i s u m u , B u s i a  and S o u t h  N y a n z a  t o  

l o o k  f o r  wage employment  w i t h  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  g e t  

■Income t o  h e l p  i n  s u b s i d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t p u t .  Most f e m a l e s  

« f  t h e  age g r o u p  h a v i n g  g i v e n  b i r t h  t o  an a v e r a g e  of 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  much more t i e d  down w i t h  f a m i l y  

commitment w h i c h  h e l p s  i n  r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  m o b i l i t y .

The i n i t i a l  r a t i o  o f  100 f r o m  age g r o u p  1 - 9  i s  a r e l f e e t i o n  t h a t  

t h e s e  tw o age g r o u p s  hav e  low  m o b i l i t y  t h a n  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

^ p a r s . T h i s  i s  due t o  t h e i r  b e i n g  a t  home w h i l e  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  

erne c o r e s  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  

d u c a t  i o n .  X*

Between age g r o u p  5 - 9  and 1 0 - 1 4 ,  t h e r e  i s  a s l i g h t  d r o p  o f  sex 

r a t i o  r e a c h i n g  9 4 / 1 0 0 .  T h i s  i s  a good i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  young 

K I b  t e n d  t o  m i g r a t e  p r o b a b l y  t o  go and h e l p  t h e i r  m a r r i e d  

B i s t e r s  and a u n t s  w i t h  ba by  c a r e  and p e r h a p s  j o i n  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  

pearb y D i s t r i c t s .  A s m a l l  r i s e  f r o m  t h i s  sex r a t i o  t o  t h e  n e x t  

Be g r o u p  15— 19 i s  a p e r i o d  when most o f  t h e  y o u t h s  a r e  i n
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L a c o n d a r y  and h i g h  s c h o o l s ,  T h e  r i s e  i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  more 

fnales t h a n  f e m a l e s  go o u t  e i t h e r  t o  j o i n  s c h o o l s  o u t s i d e  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  o r  as  s c h o o l  d r o p - o u t s  t h e y  go o u t  t o  l o o k  -for waqe 

em ploym ent. W i t h  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  -few employment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  

A v a i l a b l e  i n  Ny a n z a  o n l y  a -few of t h e s e  j o b  s e e k e r s  end u d  i n  

th e  p r o v i n c e .

The s i t u a t i o n  t h e n  c h a n g e s  d r a s t i c a l l y  as a s h a r p  r i s e  betw een 

age g r o u p  1 5 - 1 ?  r e a c h e s  a peak of 191/100 a t  age g r o u p  2 5 - 2 9 .  

T h i s  peak p e r i o d  i s  a p e r i o d  when most of t h e  yo un g  men h a v i n g  

f i n i s h e d  s c h o o l i n g  go o u t  t o  t r y  t h e i r  l a c k  i n  v a r i o u s  

Employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Borne go o u t  f o r  wage em ployment t o  

s t a r t  s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t  b u s i n e s s ,  f i s h i n g  and o t h e r  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

v i a b l e  p r o j e c t s .  Women due t o  p a t r e n e a l  exogamy p r a c t i c e s  and 

being a t  t h e  peak of t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e  end up s t a y i n g  at  

fcme a s s i s t i n g  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  i n - l a w s  o r  n u r s i n g  c h i l d r e n  

b e g o t t e n  o u t  o f  w e d l o c k  b e s i d e s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  normal  h o u s e h o l d  

{duties  on b e h a l f  of t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  who go o u t  and . c o n t i n u e  

e n d i n g  ba ck  r e m i t t e n c e  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  in com e a t  hGme. Though 

ome f i n d i n g s  h a v e  come up w i t h  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  m i g r a t i o n  i ss used 

las a means o f  m o b i l i z i n g  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  v a r i o u s  i n v e s t m e n t s  f o r
r

■tie? r u r a l - u r b a n  m i g r a n t s ,  i t  g o e s  a l o n g  way t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  same 

H ’end w i t h  the? r u r a l - r u r a l  m i g r a n t s  as w e l l .

ihe s h a r p  d r o p  w h ic h  i s  t o  be n o t i c e d  r e a c h i n g  peak a t  3 5 - 3 9 i s  a 

■ e r i o d  when some women end up g o i n g  o u t  t o  t r y  t h e i r  l a c k  i n  

■ s i  n e s s  t o  h e l p  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  s u b s i d i s e  in c o m e .  Some a l s o  go 

B  f o r  m e d i c a l  r e a s o n s  t o  su c h  d e s t i n a t i o n  as K i s u m u ,  K i s i i  and

62



even Horna B a y -  Th e  r a t i o  t h e n  d r o p s  g r a d u a l l y  u n t i l  i t  r e a c h e s ,

t h e  l o w e s t  a t  age 75+ .

'he c o n t i  n o u s  

l o b i l i t y ,  and 

g r o w i n g  a g e .

d e c l i n e  may be e x p l a i n e d  on t h e  

m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  w h ic h  t a k e s  a g r e a t

g r o u n d s  

t o l  1

/■

o-f 

wi t h
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r a p h B'gSIDiNIS OLJISIDE JHE PROVINCE by a ge g r o u p a nd s e x .
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3?4 BEX R A T IO  BY AGE GROUP OF POPULATION L I V I N G  ELSEWHERE 12

IN KENYA MONTHS BEFORE THE CENSUS.

U n l i k e  t h e  sex r a t i o  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  i n  o t h e r  D i s t r i c t s  

w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  t h e  sex r a t i o  o-f t h o s e  l i v i n g  e l s e w h e r e  

r e a c h e s  i t s  peak a t  e a r l y  ag es  1 5 - 1 9  a g e - g r o u p  as opposed t o  3 5 -  

39 -for t h o s e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  I t  s t a r t s  o f t  a t  1 - 4  w i t h  a 

r a t i o  of 103/100 and i n c r e a s e s  s h a r p l y  t o  11 2/100 and g r a d u a l l y  

i t  r i s e s  t o  t h e  peak p o i n t  a t  1 5 - 1 9  a r o u n d  152/100 b e f o r e  

d e c l i n i n g  s t e a d i l y  down t o  2 5 / 1 0 0  a t  age g r o u p  5 0 - 5 4  and t h e r e  

>a-fter i t  i n c r e a s e s  s t e a d i l y  a g a i n  up t o  6 6 / 1 0 0 .

Using t h i s  t r e n d  we may be a b l e  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  m o b i l i t y  t r e n d  i s  

Snot as f l  a c t u a t i n g  as w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  

p ro v in c e .  Among p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  a r e  due t o s — 

m  f 1. Long d i s t a n c e s  i n v o l v e d

1 2 .  C o s t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t r a v e l l i n g  

I  1 3 .  A t t r a c t i o n  l e a d i n g  t o  m o b i l i t y .

I Due t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  i n v o l v e d  most, of t h e  m i g r a n t s  t e n d  t o  go o u t  

s i n g l e  men l e a v i n g  t h e i r  w i v e s  and c h i l d r e n  b e h i n d .

g ra p h  -for t h e  age g r o u p s  2 5 - 2 9  down t o  3 0 - 3 4  has  a v e r y

m ^ e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  s i n c e  b o t h  m i g r a n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  and

^ H w h e r e  t a k e  t h e  same downward t r e n d  w i t h  a r e m a r k a b l e  c h a n g e

. T h i s  i s  t h e  p e r i o d  when most women a r e  a t  t h e  peak

H N i r  idsr  i i a  1 1 i f e . T h e  g r  aph inoves f r  am 125/ 1.00 dowh t  o 

47/ir
m a le s  t o  f e m a l e s T h i s  i s  a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  •

o f  f e m a l e  o u t  m i g r a n t s  p o s s i b l y  j o i n i n g  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s



who h a v e  been s t a y i n g  b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  and e l s e w h e r e .

t h e y  a p p r o a c h  3 5 - 3 9  more women t e n d  t o  r e t i r e  back home. 

L e a v i n g  t h e i r  husband who c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a y  o u t  u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  54 

and a b o v e .  T h i s  - f u r t h e r  i s an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  w h i l e  more men a r e  

c a p a b l e  o f  w o r k i n g ,  f a r  much l e s s  p e r c e n t a g e  of women a r e  

Em plo yed  i n  wage s e c t o r .  T h u s  most women a r e  d o m i n a n t l y  

h o u s e w iv e s  o r  i n v o l v e d  i n  p e t t y  b u s i n e s s  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  c a p a b l e  

of d o i n g  even a t  home. I t  i s  a f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  of an 

i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  h i g h  r a t e  a t  w h ic h  t h e s e  women m o vin g  hack 

home end up a ssum ing  t h e  r o l e  o f  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o l d  i n  t h e  

absence of t h e i r  husband i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .



CHAPTER FOUR

4 RESEARCH F I N D I N G S .

4s 1 D ISTAN C E  AND VOLUME OF MIGRANTS

In t h e  p r o p o s a l  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w o r k ,  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  was t o  f i n d  

put  t h e  d e t e r m i n a n t s  of o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  t o  

p t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  of K e n y a .  T h e  a p p r o a c h  t o  be used was 

b o i n g  t o  be s i m i l a r  t o  H u g o ' s  work (1 9 7 8 )  i n  E a s t  J a v a , G o l d s t e i n  

and G o l d s t e i n  i n  ( 1 9 8 1 : 7 1 - 2 ) .  T h e  a p p r o a c h  w o u ld  hav e  used 1979 

census and one s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  Oucho and Mukras 19 81/2  w h ic h  

was much more d e t a i l e d .  T h i s  w ould  hav e  been done t o  h e l p  

a l l e v i a t e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  of c e n s u s  d a t a  as  c i t e d  b y  Z a c h a r i ^ : -

" I t  i s  r a r e l y  t h a t  c e n s u s  a t t e m p t  t o  t r a c e  a m i g r a n t ' s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  b e f o r e  m i g r a t i o n  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  work 

a t  t h e  p l a c e  o f  o r i g i n . . .  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  work a t  

t h e  m i g r a n t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  b e f o r e  m i g r a t i o n  and com pare  

them w i t h  t h o s e  of n o n -m i  g r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  

p l a c e  of o r i g i n "  (Brow n and Wenberg 1 9 7 7 s 1 2 9 ) .

■e I o f s u r  v  e y d a t  a w a s g a .i n g t: o

B p n t i  f y ,  m i g r a t i o n  s e l e c t i v i t y  

t ab 0 v e c i t e d  s t r v e y u n d e r s c o r  e d .

be v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e l p  us  

an ci d e t  e r  min an t  s wh i  c h t h e  

I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  a t t e m p t s

Iff

HfetITic t e d  t h e  use o f  on 1 y c e n s u s  da.t a h en c e  chan g  i ng t  he 

H M t ia l  p r o j e c t  p o r p o s a l  t o  e x a m in e  s i m p l y  d i r e c t i o n  and v o lu m e  

® t o i g r a n t s  f r o m  8 i  aya D i s t r i c t s  t o  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  of  K e n ya .

o v e n p r  o a c : i  s 

B U r  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  and

n o t  new s i n c e  i t  was 

S j a a s t a d  ( 1 9 6 1 ) .

used

The

by B e a l s  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  

t h r e e  used  ra w



m i g r a t i o n  d a t a  f ro m  a s i n g l e  c e n s u s  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  most 

w i d e l y  used q u e s t i o n  Brown and W e n b e r g e r ( 1 9 7 7 s 1 3 1 ) -  T h i s  p r o j e c t  

i n s t e a d  o f  u s i n g  ra w  d a t a ,  h as  r e l i e d  on S e c o n d a r y  d a t a  fro m  

£979 c e n s u s  of p l a c e  e n u m e r a t i o n  and p l a c e  Of r e s i d e n c e  12 

m onths b e f o r e  t h e  c e n s u s .  I t  was f ro m  t h i s  d a t a  t h a t

c a l c u l a t i o n s  of p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  m i g r a n t s  d e s t i n e d  t o  d i s t r i c t s  

i n s i d e  Ny a n z a  P r o v i n c e  and w i t h i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e  u s i n g  age g r o u p s

were m a d e . T h i s  work was g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  f i n d i n g  t h e  e x t e n t
<?

to  w h ic h  d i s t a n c e ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  c o n v i n i e n c e ,  sex and age 

c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  e n h a n c i n g  o r  l o w e r i n g  v o lu m e  of m i g r a n t s .  

The ab o ve  t h r e e  c i t e d  s t u d i e s  w ere  a b l e  t o  draw up a c o n c l u s i o n  

t h a t  d i s t a n c e  i s  a s t r o n g  d e t e r e n t .  f a c t o r  t o  m i g r a t i o n

(Brown and W en be rg er  1 9 7 7 : 1 3 1 ) .  T h i s  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t  t o  

which d i s t a n c e  i s  a m a j o r  h a n d i c a p  i n  m i g r a t i o n  was r e a c h e d  by 

f i n d i n g s  by  G a l l  away e l  a l  19 67, Venon 1972 i n  USA and i n  I r a n  

by Hemrnasi 1971, i n  H o n d u ra s  by  C r o n e r  19 72,  i n  Ghana b y  L e r y  1966 

and i n  Kenya by  Rempel 1971 (Shaw 1 9 7 5 : 4 2 ) .

The ab o ve  m e n t i o n e d  f i n d i n g s  went  f u r t h e r  t o  a t t e s t  t o  t h e

h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  p r o x i e s  t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e n t  i s

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o s t s  o f  m i g r a t i o n .  I t  i s  no wonder t h a t  m i g r a t i o n
*

ps h i g h l y  r e s p o s i v e  t o  e a r n i n g  o r  in com e d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e tw een 

s e n d i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  a r e a s  (Brow n and W e n b e rg e r  1 9 7 7 : 1 3 1 ) .

Bhese f i n d i n g s  w e re  c o n f i r m e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  w h ic h  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  

phe v o lu m e  of m i g r a n t s  was much more h e a v y  i n  d i s t r i c t s  b o d e r i n q  

P s t r i c t  o f  o r i g i n  t h a n  d i s t r i c t s  w h ic h  a r e  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d s  of 

lo m e te r  s away.  E c o n o m ic  v i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  of
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d e s t i n a t i o n  a l s o  seem t o  c o u n t .

T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  - d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  m a j o r  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  

such as  Mombasa and N a k u r u .  D u r i n g  c o l o n i a l  d a y s ,  N y a n z a  and 

W estern  P r o v i n c e s  of K e n y a  p l a y e d  t h e  r o l e  w h i c h  U p p e r  V o l t a  

p l a y e d  i n  West A f r i c a  as  manpower p o o l  f o r  t h e

" c o l o n i a l  m a s t e r s "  (S immons 1 9 7 7 : 1 9 ) .  I n  K e n y a ,  t h e y  w e re  m a j o r  

manpower c e n t r e s  f o r  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s  o f  R i f t  V a l l e y ,

p h g W h i t e  H i g h l a n d s  and u r b a n  c e n t r e s  suc h  as N a i r o b i  and

Pombasa.

|his t r e n d  i n i t i a t e d  by  t h e  w h i t e  c o l o n i a l i s t  has c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  

time as t h e  o r i g i n a l  m i g r a n t s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  R a i l w a y s ,  P o r t  

B t h o r i t y  and i n  t h e  s u g a r  cane  -farms o f f e r  im m e d i a t e  c o n t a c t  t o  

the new a r r i v a l s .  Most o f  them a r e  a t t r a c t e d  as j o b  s e e k e r s  a f t e r  

s c h o o l ,  s e m i - s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  W h i l e  o t h e r s  

are d e s t i n e d  t o  j o i n  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s ,  o r  f a m i l i e s  and f r i e n d s .

B t h e r e f o r e  e x p l a i n s  t h e  h i g h  f i g u r e s  of m i g r a n t s  i n  K e r i c h o ,  

Uasin G i s h u ,  N a r o k , Nandi and T r a n s  N z o i a  i n  R i f t  V a l l e y  w h i c h  

Wire m a j o r  f a r m i n g  r e g i o n s .  In  c e n t r a l  p r o v i n c e  K iambu and t o  a 

f t s e r  e x t e n t  M urang a  and N y e r i  a c t e d  as  main d e s t i n a t i o n s .

In  E a s t e r n ,  Nac ha ko s  was a m a j o r  d e s t i n a t i o n  and Meru.  A sc a n  

through t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n s  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  

d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  b e t t e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a rm  o u t p u t s  w i t h  m a j o r  cash

B p  f a r m s  such as w h e a t ,  m a i z e ,  t e a ,  c o f f e e ,  p y r e t h r u m  and 

H l a l  f o r  d r y  p a r t s  of Machakos.

h a v i n g  b e t t e r  ec o no m ic  r e t u r n s  as o pposed t o  t h e  

% d J k i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  w i t h  s u b s i  s t a n c e  a g r i c u l t u r e
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w h ic h  i s  common i n  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t .  

4 : 2  SEX D I F F E R E N T I A L

Though t h e s e  d e s t i n a t i o n s  a t t r a c t  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t

1
 m ales a r e  much more d o m i n a n t  t h a n  f e m a l e s .  E x p l a n a t i o n  t o  t h i s  

l i e s  on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s  p r a c t i s e d  by  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

p a x e s .  Whereas m a le s  a r e  more e n c o u r a g e d  t o  m i g r a t e  i n o r d e r  t o  

look  f o r  wages t o  . h e l p  i n  t h e  u p k e e p i n g  of t h e  f a m i l y  back
O

home, women a r e  su p p o se d  t o  r e m a in  and h e l p  w i t h  l o o k i n g  

a f t e r  t h e  home. A l t h o u g h  f e m a l e  m i g r a n t s  d e s t i n e d  t o  u r b a n  

d e s t i n a t i o n s  w here  t h e y  e i t h e r  go w i t h  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ;  o r  t o  

| take up s e c r e t a r i a l  and c l e r i c a l  d u t i e s ,  b a r  m a i d s ,  h o u se  

maids e t c .  S i n c e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  p h y s i o l o g i c a l l y  s t r o n g  enough t o  

work i n  t h e  more t e s t i n g  j o b s  o r  l i v e  i n  much more t e s t i n g  

r e g i o n s  and f a r  away d e s t i n a t i o n s  f ro m  home suc h  as i n  Machakos 

and N a r o k .  T h i s  t h e n  l e a d s  t o  t h e  l o w e r  f e m a l e  p e r c e n t a g e  i n  

these d i s t r i c t s  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  f e m a l e s  who a r e  d e s t i n e d  t o  t h e s e  

d i s t r i c t s  a r e  e i t h e r  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  o r  p a r e n t s  

but ra re a ly  do t h e y  m i g r a t e  as  s i n g l e s .  I t  h a s  been n o t e d  by 

Connei e t  a l , 1973 t h a t  i n  b o t h  A f r i c a  and A s i a ,  s i n g l e  men 

appear t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  s t r e a m  ( T o d a r o  1 9 7 6 : 6 ) .  T h i s  i s

n° j e x c e p t i o n  t o  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  o u t —m i g r a n t s .  T h e  m a le s  d o m i n a t e  

p g r a t i o n  s t r e a m  be tw een age 1 - 9  and a g a i n  ages 1 5 -2 9  b e f o r e  t h e  

Nfflale b e g i n  t o  d o m i n a t e  a t  30<+> y e a r s  ( s e e  g r a p h  1 ) .

Ihe

*rjcj

re a s o n  f o r  t h i s  a b n o r m a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  m i g r a t i o n  t r e n d  i n  sex

[age g r o u p  i s  e x p r e s s e d  by K i z n e t s  (1 9 6 4 )  when he w r o t e :

" T h o s e  at h i g h  r i s k  o f  m i g r a t i n g  t e n d  t o be
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d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  young b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d ,  l e s s  r i s k - a v e r s e  

and more a c h i e v e m e n t  o r i e n t e d  t o  h a v e  b e t t e r  p e r s o n a l  

c o n t a c t s  i n  d e s t i n a t i o n  a r e a s  t h a n  d o e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  of o u t - m i g r a t i o n "

( T o d a r o  1 9 7 6 ; 6 5 - 6 ) .

C a l d w e l l  ( 1 9 6 8 : 3 6 8 ,  1 9 6 9 : 5 8 )  and F o r d e a d  H a r r e y  ( 1 9 6 9 : 2 0 )  went 

on t o  c o n f i r m  t h i s  f i n d i n g  when t h e y  fo u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n s  of a d u l t  m a le s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  f e m a l e  i n -
tr

m i g r a n t s  c u r r e n t  i n  A f r i c a  (Simmons 1 9 7 7 : 2 8 ) .  Y e t  t h i s  a p p l i e s  

o n l y  m a i n l y  t o  m i g r a t o r y  s t r e a m  o u t s i d e  t h e  P r o v i n c e .

W i t h i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e  and d i s t r i c t  b o d e r i n g  t h e  P r o v i n c e  such as 

B u s i a  and Kakamega. C u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  h e l p  t o  i n f l u e n c e  

c o m p o s i t i o n  of m i g r a t o r y  g r o u p s  i n  a s i m i l a r  way as was fo u n d  by 

i p o d l e w s k i  ( 1 9 7 5 : 5 5 9 )  i n  Cameroon w here  he n o t e d  t h a t  f e m a l e  

m o b i l i t y  i s  e v e r y w h e r e  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  male m o b i l i t y . .  He 

argued t h e  c a s e  on t h e  p a t r i l i n i a l  exogamy p r a c t i c e d  b y  most 

c l a n s  i n o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  c o n q u i n e o u s  m a r r i a g e s .  Among t h e  c l a n s  

who l i v e  i n  v i l l a g e s  t h e  w i f e  u s u a l l y  g o e s  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  

h u s b a n d 's  c l a n  l e a d i n g  t o  a g r e a t  f e m a l e  m i g r a t i o n  (Simmons 

1977: 2 8 ) .  *

[This p r a c t i c e  i s  common among t h e  Lu.o c o m m u n ity  t h u s  l e a d i n g  t o  

pigh f e m a l e  o u t - m i g r a n t s  t o  n e a r b y  d i s t r i c t s  t h a n  m a l e s .  Even 

^ i t h  t h e  sarnie e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l  m ale s  m i g h t  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

•  g r a t e  t o  d e s t i n a t i o n s  such as S o u t h  Nyanxra and K i s i i .  

female m i g r a n t s  f i n d  i t  e a s y  as t h e y  end up b e i n g  a c c o m p a n ie d
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by t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  -from t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  o-f m a r r i a g e  t h u s  s w e l l i n g

t h e  m i g r a t i o n  r a t e s  -for f e m a l e s  t h a n  m a le s  d e s t i n e d  t o  t h e s e  

d i s t r i c t s  (Simmons 1 9 7 7 : 2 8 ) .

4 : 3  AGE D I F F E R E N T I A L

Age as  a d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  m i g r a t i o n  was n o t e d  by  Oucho ( S e m i n a r  

pa per  Se p te m b e r  22 t o  O c t o b e r ^ 12 1985) Rempel (1 9 7 0  : 2 i )  n o t e d  

p r e p o n d r e n c e  of m i g r a n t s  i n  t h e  ages  20 t o  25 i n  h i s  s a m p le  of 

urb an K e n y a .  C a l d w e l l  fo u n d  i t  t o  be much more common a t  1 5 - 1 9  

in Ghana ( 1 9 6 9 : 5 0 )  w h i l e  i n  N i g e r i a  i t  was f o u n d  t o  be ag es  

15-25 by  B y e r l e e  ( 1 9 7 4 : 4 )  i n  Ib a d a n  (Simmons 1 9 7 7 : 2 7 )  w h i l e  

these f i n d i n g s  based on u r b a n  m i g r a n t s  f o u n d  t h a t  most of t h e  

m i g r a n t s  were  y o u n g ,  s i n g l e  m a le s  betw een ages  15 and 25 i n  b o t h  

A f r i c a  and A s i a  t h e y  a l s o  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  w i t h  i n c r e a s e  of 

e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  women m i g r a n t s  a l s o  

tend t o  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  ( T o d a r o  1 9 7 6 : 2 7 ) .  T h o s e  

ini t h e s e  age g r o u p s  a r e  a v e r s e  t o  m i g r a t e  s i n c e  t h e y  h a v e  n e i  ther- 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  own f a m i l i e s  y e t  n o r  made o c c u p a t i o n a l  

commitments. S e c o n d l y  m a le s  m i g r a t e  t o  e a r n  enough money f o r  

their b r i  de p r i c e s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  and f o r  p r e s t i g e .  T h e s e  f i n d i n g s

4?

Oucho and Rempel .  Th o u g h  i n  S i  ay  a D i s t r i c t  p r e p o n d r  e n c e  of o u t -  

*Ugration s t a r t s  f r o m  age g r o u p  10 t o  24 and i t  p e r s i t s  f o r  b o t h  

■ l e s  and f e m a l e s  u p t o  age g r o u p  3 0 - 3 4 .



u r b a n  and r u r a l - r u r a l . W h i l e  d i s t a n c e s  i s  u s u a l l y  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n t e r v e n i n g  o b s t a c l e ,  i t s  n e g a t i v e  im p a c t  can be l a r g e l y  o f f s e t ,  

by  s i z e a b l e  in c om e d i f f e r e n c e s  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  more e d u c a t e d  

( T a d a r o  1 9 7 6 : 6 6 ) .  T h i s  e x p l a i n s  t h e  h i g h  f i g u r e s  f o r  Mombasa, 

N a i r o b i  and K is u m u .  B u t  f o r  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  such  

as m a r r i a g e  o f  f e m a l e s ,  e d u c a t i o n  and b u s i n e s s  may a l s o  p r e v a i l .  

T h e s e  a r e  p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  

c e n s u s  d a t a  b u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  T o d a r o ,  r e a s o n s  f o r  m i g r a t i o n  may 

be t o  i m p r o v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  s k i l l  l e v e l  o r  t o  e s c a p e  s o c i a l  

and c u l t u r a l  i m p r i s o n m e n t  from homogeneous r u r a l  a r e a s .  I f  n o t ,  

th e n  t h e y  h a v e  t o  j o i n  f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s  who had p r e v i o u s l y  

m i g r a t e d  t o  u r b a n  a r e a s .  T h e s e  r e a s o n s  may a l l  a p p l y  b u t  o n l y  

m a i n l y  t o  r u r a l - u r b a n  m i g r a t i o n .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S l y ,  m i g r a t i o n  r a t e  i s  h i g h  i n  Kenya as  a r e s p o n s e  

t o  in d e p e n d e n c e  when t h e  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c r e a t e d  by  t h e  

k e n y a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a t t r a c t e d  p e o p l e  

! to  u r b a n  a r e a s .  Land r e f o r m s  as w e l l  h e l p e d  t o  a t t r a c t  p e o p l e  t o  

[ t h e  w h i t e  h i g h l a n d s .  The  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  r i c h  t e a  and s u g a r  a r e a s  

| in  W e s t e rn  r e g i o n s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  o p p o r t u n i t . e s  i n

m i g r a n t s  t o  move t o  So u th  

d i s t r i c t  at  M u h o ro n i  and 

p a r t  s of- Liasin G i s h u  and 

Occupie d by  t h e  W h i t e s ,  

f o r  t h e  i n t e r - d i s t r i c t  mi

Bndjmployment a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t

T h e s e  l a n d  r e f o r m s  h e l p e d  many 

Ny a n z a  i n  Lambwe V a l l e y  and Kisumu 

C h e m e l i l  s e t t l e m e n t  schemes and i n  

T r a n s  N z o i a  w h ic h  were  i n i t i a l l y

o r a t i o n  i n c r e a s i n g  l e v e l s  of 

o f  o r i g i n  s t i m u l a t e  o u t - m i g r a t i o n
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T h u s  j o b  s e e k e r st o  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  

a r e  a l w a y s  r e a d y  t o  p i c k  up t h e i r  b a g s  t o  l o o k  -for em ploym ent  

a n y w h e re  i n c a s e  o f  p o o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t u r n s  and low 

employment o p p o r t u n i t e s  as  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  S i a y a .  Unemployment 

t h u s  i s  a m a j o r  push f a c t o r  f o r  age g r o u p s  1 5 - 2 9  among t h e  

S i a y a  o u t - m i g r a n t s  ( s e e  g r a p h  2)  and t h i s  was c o n f i r m e d  b y  Adams 

( 1 9 6 9 )  i n  J a m a i c a ,  B e e l s  e t  a l  ( 1 9 6 7 )  i n  Ghana and M a s n ic k  ( 1 9 6 8 ) .  

T h u s  em ploym ent  must be a m a j o r  push f a c t o r  f o r  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  

b o t h  r u r a l - r u r a l  and r u r a l - u r b a n  m i g r a t i o n .

4 s 5 INCOME D I F F E R E N T I A L

Few s t u d i e s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  

r u r a l - r u r a l  m i g r a t i o n .  Most o f  them h a v e  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e

d o r m i n a n t  m i g r a t i o n  p a t t e r n  i s  t o w a r d s  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t r e s

i n c l u d i n g  s t u d i e s  done i n  K e n y a .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  s l y ,  t h i s  i s  ba sed

on W e s t e r n  r a t i o n a l  t h e o r i e s  of m i g r a t i o n  and o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic

gaps be tw een u r b a n  and r u r a l  a r e a s  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  t h e n  on 

err.per ical  e v i d e n c e  (Om in de 1934s 7 6 ) .  A l o o k  t h r o u g h  t h e  s p r e a d  

of m i g r a n t s  i n  Kenya r e v e a l  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t r u e  s i n c e  t h e  

d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  a r e  s i m p l y  h a v i n g  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e

•frorff t h e

e x c l u s i v e  d o m in a n c e .

I lf  a l l  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  m i g r a t i o n  r u r a l  m i g r a n t s  a p p e a r  t o  come 

from tw o  m a j o r  ec o no m ic  c l a s s e s  ( L i p t o n  1976)

(a )  V e r y  p o o r ,  . l a n d l e s s  and i l l e t e r a t e  p e a s a n t s  who a r e

p r e d o m n a l l y  ’’p u s h e d "  i n t o  to w n s  o r  t o w a r d s  o t h e r  r u r a l
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a r e a s ;  and

( b )  r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l  o f f ,  b e t t e r  e d u c a t e d  w o r k e r s  who a r e  

more l i k e l y  t o  be " p u l l e d ” i n t o  l a r g e r  to w n s  b y  

a t t r a c t i v e  e c o n o m ic  o p p o r t u n i t e s .

C i t i n g  f r o m  L i p t o n  S l y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  p o o r  r u r a l  

m i g r a n t s  s t i l l  p r e d o m i n a t e  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t r e a m  i n  a b s o l u t e  

t e r m s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  r u r a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  

r e l a t i v e l y  p o o r  ( T o d a r o  1 9 7 6 : 2 8 ) .  I t  i s  t h i s  f i r s t  g r o u p  of t h e  

poor  who m i g r a t e  m o s t l y  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s  and o t h e r  r u r a l  

a r e a s  w here  t h e y  do odd j o b s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  manual work as  ho u se  

s e r v a n t s  t o  t a i l o r i n g .  S o m e tim es  t h e i r  e a r n i n g  i s  b a r e l y  enough 

to  bu y  f o o d  w i t h  l i t t l e  i f  an y  t o  buy c l o t h e s .  T h i s  makes i t  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  be a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  t h e i r  w i v e s  i n s t e a d  t h e y  

o n l y  o c c a s s i o n a l l y  v i s i t  t h e i r  f a m i l y  back home.

p h i s  was n o t e d  by  Rempel ( 1 9 7 0 )  w h i l e  u s i n g  r e g r e s s i o n  t o  t e s t  

T o d a r o ' s  model i n  Kenya he f o u n d  t h a t  a b a r r i e r  t o  m i g r a t i o n  was 

d i s t a n c e  and t h e  c o s t s  o f  m o v i n g .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  m i g r a n t s  <847M) 

■ l is ted l a c k  o f  j o b s  and l a n d  as t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  l e a v i n g  

•their r u r a l  homes. E v i d e n c e  of  c l a n  c o n t a c t s  i n  d e s t i n a t i o n  

areas seem t o  o f f e r  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  m i g r a n t s  (Simmons 1 9 7 7 : 2 2 ) .
r

|fh!.s has  been t h e  main a t t r a c t i o n  among f a r m  w o r k e r s  w i t h  l i t t l e  

^■fmal c o n t a c t  w h ic h  t h e y  a c q u i r e  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n .

I t  t i m e s  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  i s  as a r e s u l t  o f  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  b e i n g  

po o r  t o  m a i n t a i n  an a d e q u a t e  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  o r  even 

Ppport .  im p r o v e d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  Ominde 1968c:  185 (Simmons 

^ ■ r: 2 0 ) .  T h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  B o r o  and Bondo
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d i v i s i o n s  w h ic h  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  p o o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t u r n s  i n  some 

a r e a s  l i k e  Sakwa S o u t h  and N o r t h  hav e  e x c e s s i v e  l a n d  y e t  can 

p r o d u c e  v e r y  l i t t l e  r e t u r n s  o r  as  i n  Y a l a  and U k w a la  d i v i s i o n s  

l a n d  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  and r e s u l t i n g  i n a b i l i t y  of  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  may m o t i v a t e  o u t - m i g r a t i o n . 

(Simmons 1 9 7 7 : 2 0 ) .

4 : 6  CULTURAL B IA S

W h i l e  m i g r a n t s  c o n t i n u e  m o vin g  o u t s i d e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  l o o k  f o r

g r e e n  p a s t u r e s  t h e y  w i l l  h a r d l y  c u t  o f f  t h e i r  r o o t s  w i t h  t h e i r

a n c e s t r a l  l a n d s  even when t h e y  go t o  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s .  L u o s  l i k e

o t h e r  A f r i c a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  West A f r i c a  r e g a r d  a n c e s t r a l

v i l l a g e  as t h e i r  home (Simmons 1 9 7 7 : 3 1 ) .  T h i s  makes r e t u r n

m i g r a t i o n  i m p o r t a n t  hence t h e  need t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  f a m i l y

o u t s i d e  t h e  ho m eland i s  n o t  h i g h l y  recommended.  A c c o r d i n g  t o

C a l d w e l l  and Ominde 1 9 6 9 : 1 3 3 - 1 8 9  and 1963 r e s p e c t i v e l y  (Simmons

1 9 7 7 :3 1 )  l a n d  t e n u r e  s y s t e m  i n  most A f r i c a  i s  such t h a t  l a n d  i s

c o m m o n l ly  owned i n  t r u s t  w h e re b y  r e t u r n i n g  m i g r a n t s  can c l a i m

r i g h t s  of u s e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  r e a s o n  why a f t e r  t h e  age of  45 t h e

number of r e t u r n e e  m i g r a n t s  e x c e e d s  t h e  number o f  m i g r a n t s

l e a v i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  E v e r y  r e t u r n e e  i s  now much s e t t l e d  w i t h
*

lome m a t t e r s ,  e d u c a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  

i jomeste ad t h a t  l i v i n g  away f r o m  home becomes a l u x u r y  t h a t  one 

may e a s i l y  do away w i t h  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  p r o p e r  r e t u r n s  f r o m  

Imployment w h ic h  he i s  c a p a b l e  of  r e m i t t i n g  back  t o  h e l p  t h e  

f 4 m i 1y b ac k home.

to is  i s  t h e  main b a c k g r o u n d  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n t i n o u s  t r a n s f e r



of dead b o d i e s  of m i g r a n t s  t o  be b u r i e d  back  home by  t h e  Luo and 

Luhya  c o m m u n i t i e s .  R a r e l y  do b u r i a l  o f  such  m i g r a n t s  t a k e  p l a c e  

i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  o-f d e s t i n a t i o n .  A n c e s t r a l  l a n d  i s  and a l w a y s  

re m a in  t h e  main home a l t h o u g h  one may t a k e  l e s s  t h a n  a month ea ch 

y e a r  t h e r e .  C o n t i  nous  v i s i t s  and c o n t a c t s  h e l p  t o  r e m i n d  t h e  

m i g r a n t s  o-f t h e  c o m m u n ity  r o l e  he has t o  p l a y .  I t  i s  n o t  

^ u p r i s i n g  t h e r e f p r e  t o  g e t  such  a s t a t e m e n t  as Kwach used i n  

S, M, O t i e n o  saga t h a t  L u o s  r e g a r d  " homes" i n  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  

s i m p l y  as h o u s e s  b u t  n o t  homes. A home i s  t h a t  one -found i n  ones 

a n c e s t r a l  l a n d .  M i g r a t i o n  o u t s i d e  a n c e s t r a l  l a n d  does n o t  

t h e r e f o r e  c u t  o f f  a f a m i l y  it;ember f r o m  h i s  b l o o d  r e l a t i o n s .

At t i m e s  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  may be due t o  j e l o u s y ,  c l a n  c o n f l i c t s ,  

f a m i l y  f e u d s ,  s u s p i c i o n  and m a g i c .  T h i s  i s  a common s e t  ba ck  i n  

among t h e  A l e g o ,  Ug en ya  and Uyoma p e o p l e .  In  some c a s e s  

deaths s u s p e c t e d  t o  have emanated f r o m  m a g i c ,  m en ta l  r e t a r d a t i o n ,  

setbacks i n  e d u c a t i o n  and b u s i n e s s  l i f e  h a v e  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  

some p e o p l e  h a v i n g  one s t e p  a t  home a n o t h e r  e l s e w h e r e .  In  a c t u a l  

fa c t ,  t h i s  has been a m a j o r  set. ba ck  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  as  few p e o p l e  w o u ld  be w i l l i n g  and r e a d y  t o  i n v e s t  

without f e a r  and s u s p i c i o n  of b e i n g  b e w i t c h e d  c a u s i n g  l o s s
r

to t h e i r  e n t i r e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t .

An e x a m i n a t i o n  i n t o  l i f e  t i m e  m i g r a n t s  t o  S o u t h  N yanza  D i s t r i c t  

^nd o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  h en c e  r e v e a l  most e d u c a t e d  w e l l  t o  do and 

B b e v e m e n t  o r i e n t e d  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  f r o m  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t  a r e  d o i n g  

jPr y w e l l  i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  of d e s t i n a t i o n  t h a n  t h e i r  

■ R a t i o n  c o h o r t  back a t  home.
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Compared w i t h  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  h i g h  n e t  i n - m i g r a t i o n  w i t h  

h e t e r o g e n o u s  c o m m u n ity  g r o u p i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  much more c o m p e t i t i o n  

e c o n o m i c a l l y  t h a n  i n  S i a y a .  I n s t e a d  th e  d i s t r i c t  w h ic h  i s  

endowed w i t h  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  d o c t o r s  i s  now s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  s e r i o u s  

s h o r t a g e  o f  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  w h i c h  l e d  t o  a comment f r o m  Gem Member 

of P a r l i a m e n t  G r a c e  D go t  (1.9B7) t h a t  i n s p i t e  of Y a l a  D i v i s i o n  

h a v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  number o f  q u a l i f i e d  d o c t o r s  i n  t h e  r e p u b l i c  

com pared w i t h  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  of K e n y a ,  i t  i s  a p i t y  t h a t  it.  

j h a s  no s i n g l e  d o c t o r  based i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ! ! .

M a g i c ,  j e l o u s y ,  s u s p i c i o n  and e n e m i t y  has t h e r e f o r e  h e l p e d  i n  

r e t u r d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Men and women w i t h  

a b i l i t y  t o  i n v e s t  h av e  o n l y  been a b l e  t o  do so  o u t s i d e  i n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t s  of  d e s t i n a t i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  u p l i f t i n g  t h e  ec o no m ic  w e l l  

b e i n g  of t h e i r  home p e o p l e  w h ic h  i s  a v e r y  sad f a c t , ,  I n s t e a d  

what t a k e s  them home i s  m e r e l y  o c c a s s i o n a l  v i s i t s  and when t h e y  

a r e  no l o n g e r  u s e f u l  t o  s o c i e t y .

4 : 7  SUMMARY AND P O L IC Y  RECOMMENDATIONS

F r o m  t h e  f o r e g o n e  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  of m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  S i a y a  D i s t r i c t

t o  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  of K e n y a ,  i t  has been c l e a r l y  shown t h a t  t h e
*

d i s t r i c t s  o u t - m i g r a n t s  a r e  w i d e l y  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e p u b l i c  

of K e n y a .  W h i l e  m a le s  a r e  o n l y  e x c e p t i a n a l  1y l a c k i n g  i n  o n l y  one 

Dr tw o  d i s t r i c t s ,  f e m a l e s  a r e  much more r e s t r i c t e d  by  d i s t a n c e s  

puch t h a t  t h e y  a r e  r a r e l y  f o u n d  i n  Larou, I s i o l o ,  K i t u i ,  M a r s a b i t ,  

l a n d e r a ,  W a j i r  and T u r k a n a .

B  t h e  o t h e r  hand w h i l e  m a le s  a r e  d o m i n a t i n g  l o n g  d i s t a n c e
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o n l y  ad i s t r i c t s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  R i f t  V a l l e y  and C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c e ,  

l o w e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of f e m a l e s  a r e  d e s t i n e d  t o  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s .  

C u l t u r a l l y  exogamous m a r r i a g e  h e l p  i n  m o t i v a t i n g  women t o w a r d s  

g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d  a c r o s s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h u s  t h e y  a r e  fo u n d  t o  be 

much more i n  s o r r o u n d i n g  d i s t r i c t s  t h a n  i n  f a r  d i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t s .

A f u r t h e r  - f i n d i n g  was t h a t  age h a s  a l o t  of e f f e c t  on vo lum e o f  

m i g r a t i o n .  From v a r i o u s  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  g l o b a l l y  and ev en i n  

K e n y a ,  i t  has  been n o t e d  t h a t  age g ro u p  a t  h i g h  r i s k  o f  m i g r a t i n g  

I  i s  be tw een age 1 5 - 2 9  b u t  i t  c o n t i n u e s  up t o  age 34 when r e t u r n  

■ m i g r a t i o n  b e i n g  a f f e c t e d  by  a g e ,  s e x , economy,  d i s t a n c e  em ployment 

I  o p p o r t u n i t y  and e d u c a t i o n  among o t h e r s  s t a r t s  t o  t a k e  i t s  t o l l .

[ W h i l e  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  q u a n t i f y  t o  what  e x t e n t  each of t h e s e  

f a c t o r s  have e f f e c t  on m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t  we a r e  a b l e  t o  

g e n e r a l i s e  and make r e f e r e n c e  f r o m  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  by v a r i o u s  

s c h o l a r s  t h o u g h  much more s p e c i f i c  r e s u l t s  one may o n l y  a r r i v e  

at by  making u se  o f  s u r v e y  d a t a  w h ic h  was n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  

a v a i 1a b 1e f o r  t h i s  p r o  j e c  t  wor k .

A second c o n c l u s i o n  w h ic h  i s  e v i d e n t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  few 

a t t r a c t i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  b r i n g  down o u t -

•-e ar Z'

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  p o o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e t u r n s  due t o  low and s p o r a d i c  

r a i n f a l l .  The  o n l y  cash c r o p  i s  m a i n l y  c o t t o n  do e s  n o t  b r i n g  good

■returns t h u s  b e t t e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ’ p o l i c i e s  f o r  p r o m o t i o n  of 

P 9 r i c u l t u r e  must be d e c i d e d  on t o  h e l p  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  i n t e r e s t  of 

y o u t h  t h r o u g h  8 s 4 s 4 e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  so  as  t o  so t o  r e d u c e



I t  i s  a known f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  d i s t r i c t s  may be 

g a i n i n g  f r o m  t h e  young a n e g e t i c  i n - m i g r a n t s  t h e  s e n d i n g  d i s t r i c t  

i s  l o s s i n g  a l o t  of h e r  a b l e  b o d i e s  y o u t h .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  h e l p  i n  

b r i n g i n g  down a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t p u t  as c h i l d r e n  t h e  o l d  and t h e  

s i c k  who a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e  enough f o r  m a r k e t  a r e  t h e  ones  

l e f t  a t  home. T h i s  r e d u c e s  f u r t h e r  t h e  b u y i n g  power o f  t h e  n o n -  

m i g r a n t s  who a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  f e r t i l i s e r s  and b e i n g  of lo w  

e d u c a t i o n  l e v e l s ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  come up w i t h  i n n o v a t i v e  

i d e a s  t o  h e l p  i n  im p ro v e m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  and even i n  

g e n e r a l  e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t .

A f u r t h e r  s o c i a l  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  t r e n d  i s  t h e  e f f e c t  i t  

has on f a m i l y  ) u n . i t y .  Due t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  

c h i l d r e n  and p a r t n e r s ,  c h i l d r e n  f i n d i n g  l a c k  of p a t e r n a l  g u i d a n c e  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  b o y s  may end up i n  wrong c o m p a n ie s  w h e re b y  t h e y  

may b e g i n  t o  s t a r t  t a k i n g  d r u g s ,  a l c o h o l  e t c .  W h i l e  g i r l s  may 

end up w i t h  e a r l y  p r e g n a n c i e s ,  a b o r t i o n  and e a r l y  m a r r i a g e s .

A l l  t h e s e  h a v e  t h e i r  own n e g a t i v e  d e m o g r a p h i c  e f f e c t s  f o r  t h e  

d i s t r i c t .  I t  has  been n o t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  and e a r l y

c e r t i f i c a t e ,  i t  has now become one o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  t h e  

■ s o r e s t  r e s u l t s  i n  K e n y a -  D i s t r i c t s  such as  S o u t h  N y a n z a  w i t h  

high in c om e and employment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  h av e  been c om ing  up so 

If a s t  i n ac ad em i c s t  ban S i  a y  a .

I t  w o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  be of i m p o r t a n c e  i f  p o l i c y  m akers  may be a b l e



Qduce t h i s  o u t - w a r d  m o b i l i t y  b y : -

1» E d u c a t i n g  p e o p l e  on b e t t e r  m ethods of -fa rm ing b o t h  i n  

a g r i c u l t u r e  and l i v e s t o c k  f a r m i n g  by

( i )  I n t r o d u c i n g  b e t t e r  c r o p  v a r i e t i e s  o f  m a i z e ,  b e a n s ,  

sorghum s h o u l d  be i n t r o d u c e d  w h i c h  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  

i n c r e a s i n g  y i e l d s  t h e r e b y  i m p r o v i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

o u t p u t .,

( i i >  Z e r o  g r a z i n g  and b e t t e r  l i v e s t o c k  h u s b a n d r y  s h o u l d  

be i n t r o d u c e d  and s o f t  l o a n  schemes s h o u l d  be 

i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  f a r m e r s  t o  i m p r o v e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  

1 i v e s t o c k .

( i i  :i ) T h e  G o ve rn m e n t  s h o u l d  i s s u e  t i t l e  de eds t o  h e l p  

l a n d  o w n e rs  i n  g e t t i n g  l o a n s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .

2.  More t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  .in v a r i  ous manpower needs

s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d and i f p o s s i b l e smal 1 s e a l  e

i n d u s t r  i es r e l y i n g  on 1 o c a l m a t e r i  a l s such as f i sh

s h o n 1d be p r Q u o t e d .

3.  C o - o p e r a t i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  s h o u l d  be enhanced t o  a s s i s t ,  

w i t h  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  of and p r o m o t i n g  a w a r e n e s s  of t h e
r

l o c a l  c o m m u n ity  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d s  and w o r k i n g  of 

t h e  l o c a l  p r o d u c t s  a t  more c o m p e t a t i v e  p r i c e s .

4.  S i n c e  r a i n  i s  a m a j o r  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  more 

a d v a n c e d  w a t e r  t e c h n o l o g i e s  f o r  s m a l l  s c a l e  i r r i g a t i o n  

s h o u l d  be i n i t i a t e d  t o  h e l p  w i t h  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  c r o p  

p r o d u c t i o n  e s p e c i a l l y  a l o n g  t h e  l a k e  s h o r e ,  p l a i n s  and
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r i v e r  v a l l e y s .  Most o f  t h e  w a t e r  p r o j e c t s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  

i n  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  s h o u l d  be r e v i t a l i s e d .

5.  A f - f o r e s t  r a t i  on p r o j e c t s  s h o u l d  be i n i t i a t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  

em ploym ent  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and t o  i m r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  of 

s o i l  and environment w h ic h  i s  c o n t i  n o u s l y  be co m ing  d r y .

6 .  G o ld  m i n i n g  as an i n d u s t r y  i n  Bondo and B o r o  d i v i s i o n s  

s h o u l d  be i m p r o v e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  in c om e e a r n i n g s  and 

em ploym ent  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  

t h r o u g h  c o o p e r a t i v e s .

7.  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  arid i mpl i  m e n ta t  i o no f  v i a b l e  ec o no m ic  

p r o j e c t s  s h o u l d  be i n i t i a t e d  i m p r o v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  D i s t r i c t  

D e v e lo p m e n t  C o m m it te e  by i n v o l v i n g  a w i d e r  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  

of w e l l  e d u c a t e d  members of t h e  c o m m u n i t y ;  h ea ds  of 

d e p a r t m e n t s ,  c h u r c h  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  c o m p a n i e s ,  n o n 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .  

S o u r c e s  f o r  r e v e n u e  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  p r o j e c t s  s h o u l d  be 

c o n t a c t e d  and i f  p o s s i b l e  i n d u s t r i a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  s h o u l d  

be opened a t  l e a s t  one i n  each d i v i s i o n .
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