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A B S T R A C T

The main o b je c t iv e  o f  th is  study i s  to  in v e s t ig a t e  how the 

s o c ia l ,  economic and demographic v a r ia b le s  in flu en ce  studen ts to  

drop out o f  school in  prim ary, secondary o r  any o th er in s t i tu t io n  

o f le a rn in g . The resea rch  a lso  examines the consequences o f  

dropping ou t o f  school on the in d iv id u a l v ic t im s . The research  

was done in  N a irob i.

The m a r ita l s ta tu s , typ e  o f  m arriage , and occupation  o f  the 

d rop -ou ts  parents, s iz e  o f  the fa m ily  (b ro th e rs  & s i s t e r s ) ,  age 

the drop-out l e f t  sch oo l, age the d rop -ou t m arried/ in tends to  

marry, number o f  ch ild re n  they intend to  have, l e v e l  o f  education  

they wish t h e i r  ch ild ren  to  have, knowledge and u t i l i t y  (u se ) o f  

the c o n tra c e p t iv e s  were the v a r ia b le s  th a t  were in v e s t ig a te d .

Data was c o l le c t e d  from N a iro b i and the source o f  

in form ation  were men and women aged 15-45 yea rs . Open and c lo sed  

ended q u estion s  were asked through a q u es tion n a ire .

Data was analyzed through s t a t i s t i c a l  tech n iqu es . These 

included the a p p lic a t io n  o f  d e s c r ip t iv e  s t a t i s t i c s  through the 

work fo r  example a graphs c ro s s - ta b u la t io n s  and freq u en c ie s .

The f in d in g s  re v e a le d  tha t more g i r l s  drop ou t o f  schoo ls  

more than boys. A lso  the t o t a l  number o f  ch ild ren  th e  drop-out s 

fa th e r  had p o s it iv e  e f f e c t s .  The f in d in g s  a ls o  re v e a le d  tha t 

more d rop -ou ts came from married p a ren ts , fo llo w ed  by widowed, 

then the sep ara ted/d ivo rced  and la s t l y  from s in g le  p a ren ts . Th is 

th e re fo re  r e je c t s  the h ypo th es is  th a t  the more the s in g le
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paren ts , the more the d rop -ou ts . The fin d in g s  r e v e a l that more 

drop-ou ts come from farm ers (p e a s a n ts ),  then fo llo w e d  by 

em ployees, then the em ployers and f i n a l l y  the businessmen and 

businesswomen. Th is  resea rch  a lso  r e v e a le d  th a t more drop-outs 

come from mothers who were f i r s t  w ives  then the second and then 

th ird  and fou rth . Th is  research  a lso  re v e a le d  th a t e a r ly  sex 

exp er ien ce  i s  in primary and then secondary and f i n a l l y  h igh er 

l e v e l s  o f  education . Th is th e re fo re  has d ir e c t  p o s i t iv e  e f f e c t s  

on d rop p in g  out in these l e v e ls  o f  ed u ca tion .

The fin d in gs  re v e a le d  th a t th ere  i s  a h igh le v e l  o f  gen era l 

knowledge o f  c o n tra c ep tiv e s  but the u t i l i t y  is  low .

The research  a ls o  re v e a le d  th a t most o f  the d rop -ou ts were 

s in g le  peop le  89.0% and were not in  a hu rry  to  g e t  m arried . 5.1% 

were m arried  and 5.9% d id  not in d ic a te .  Most o f  them a lso  wish 

to have few  ch ild ren  (two to  th re e ) 71.6% and w ish t h e i r  ch ild ren  

to le a rn  up to  u n iv e rs ity  l e v e l .  Th is  th e r e fo r e  has r e je c te d  the 

two h yp o th es is  tha t the e a r ly  the dropp ing ou t, th e  e a r ly  the 

m arriage and the e a r ly  the m arriage, the more the ch ild re n .

F in a l ly  the research  re vea led  th a t  these d rop -ou ts  are ve ry  

d esp era te  p eop le . Most o f  them f e e l  th a t  they are fa i lu r e s  in  

l i f e  and jo b  (employment) o p p o r tu n it ie s  are very  s lim . The 

f in d in g s  show that most o f  them have taken the "Jua K a li"  types 

o f  cou rses  and employments (These a re  self-em ploym ent types o f  

j o b s ) .
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 G eneral In trod u ction

1.1 In trod u ction

Many young peop le  r e g is t e r  in  s ch o o ls  as stu den ts  but not 

a l l  o f  them manage to  g e t  to  the h ig h e s t  le v e l  th ey  expected . 

Students dropping out o f  school have been a common occurrence 

over the y ea rs , and a l l  over the w o r ld . Among the fa c to r s  

r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th is  occurrence a re  dem ographic, socio -econom ic 

and s o c io - c u ltu r a l . M a jo r ity  o f  these d rop -ou ts  are young peop le 

who are not yet mature s o c ia l ly  and econ om ica lly . The

consequences o f  dropping out o f  school fo l lo w  them up. Some o f  

these drop-ou ts are ab le  to  make i t  in  l i f e  and o th e rs  are not. 

Th is is  what t h is  study in tends t o  in v e s t ig a te  and g iv e

recommendations to  the concerned on what to  do to  curb the 

prob lem .

L ike  the r e s t  o f  the w orld , edu ca tion  is  h ig h ly  va lued  s in ce  

i t  i s  the back-bone o f  soc io -econom ic  developm ent. I t  en riches 

the h e r i t a g e ,  su p p lies  th e  country w ith  tra in ed  personnel and i t  

is  u su a lly  the p r e r e q u is ite  fo r  accomplishment o f  o th er 

developm ent g o a ls . I t  accounts fo r  a su b s ta n tia l p o r t io n  o f  the 

n a t io n a l budget about 30% (P op u la tion  P o l ic y  G u id e lin es , 1984). 

Education co n tr ib u te s  much to  the in d iv id u a l s o c ia l  and economic 

developm ent. These in d iv id u a ls  then co n tr ib u te  to  the n a tion a l 

s o c ia l  and economic developm ent. Th is  has led  to  p ressu re be ing 

e x e r ted  on the e x is t in g  f a c i l i t i e s  and attem pts to  in crease  them 

at a fa s t e r  ra te  although there  has been d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Education
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th e re fo re  has o ften  taken a la rg e  p o r t io n  o f  the budget than any 

o th er s e c to r  to  enable th e  fin a n c in g  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and teach ers . 

In most cases  in a b i l i t y  to  p rov id e  th ese  f a c i l i t i e s  by e ith e r  the 

government o r  the paren ts adequ ate ly  le a d s  to  s tu den ts dropping 

out. (K h as ian i 1985).

The l e v e l  o f education  a t  which th e y  drop out v a r ie s ,  some 

drop out in  prim ary, o th e rs  in  secon dary , and o th ers  in  h igher 

in s t i tu t io n s  o f  le a rn in g . In K en ya 's  education  system , the 

o f f i c i a l  minimum school age is  s ix  y e a r s . Th is  r e f l e c t s  the 

prim ary school age o f  s ix  to  tw e lv e  years (Oucho, 1986). 

T h ere fo re  th ere  are stu den ts  who drop ou t in  th e ir  f i r s t  year in  

prim ary school and o th e rs  as they go on in  prim ary. There are 

those who drop out in  secondary o r even in  h igh  in s t i tu t io n s  o f 

le a rn in g . Th is study i s  th e re fo r e  to  in v e s t ig a te  a l l  the 

p o s s ib le  causes and g iv e  recommendations to  curb them.

A t o t a l  o f  272 men and women were in te rv iew ed . These 

respondents have v a r ie d  s o c ia l ,  econom ic, and demographic 

backgrounds. Out o f  th ese  128 and 144 were men and women 

r e s p e c t iv e ly .  I t  was o r i g in a l l y  the re s e a rc h e r 's  in te n t io n  to  

have an equ a l number o f  men and women. However, through random 

sam pling women were found to  be more. Th is con firm ed e a r l i e r  

s tu d ie s  by Masaviru (1980 ) and K hasian i (1985 ), who found out 

tha t th ere  are more fem ale drop-ou ts than the males.

Th is research  re v e a le d  that in  a l l  the le v e ls  o f  education , 

52.6% are th e  fem ale d rop -ou ts and then 47.1% are th e  males and 

23% d id  not in d ica te  th e  le v e l  o f  t h e ir  dropp ing ou t. The
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fa c to rs  causing th is  have been found to  be e a r ly  sex exp er ien ce , 

the m arita l sta tus o f  t h e i r  paren ts , the number o f  c h ild re n  th e ir  

parents have and the occu pation  o f  th e ir  paren ts . C on tra cep tive  

use a lso  a f fe c te d  th e ir  d rop p in g -ou t. Some o f  th ese  drop-ou ts 

got pregnant and y e t  d id  not marry a t  an e a r ly  age e .g  the 

research r e v e a ls  tha t 90% o f  both m ales and fem a les  are not 

m arried, 5-1% are the m arried  and 5.9% d id  not in d ic a te  th e ir  

m a r ita l s ta tu s .

The drop-outs job  o p p o r tu n it ie s  a re  very  slim  and most o f  

them have done course to  h e lp  them s u rv iv e .  These a re  "Jua K a li"  

courses e .g  the ones o f fe r e d  in  p o ly te c h n ic .  Most o f  them have 

no c a p ita l and on ly  hope to  g e t  lo an s  from t h e i r  paren ts, 

government o r any donor to  enable them to  s ta r t  t h e i r  business. 

A research  i s  th e re fo re  necessary to  f in d  out how th ese  peop le 

can be h e lp ed . The 1989-93 Development Scheme v iew s fo r  sm all 

sca le  and "Jua K a li"  e n te rp r is e s  were not p r im a r ily  o r ien ted  

towards p r o f i t  m axim isation . The main aim was to  c re a te  

employment and s e c u r ity  f o r  members o f  the immediate fa m ily . 

(1989-93 Development Scheme). So the scheme hoped to  have the 

school d rop -ou ts  absorbed by the sm all s ca le  and " Jua K a li"  

jo b s . T h is  has not been r e a l is e d  and th e re fo re  a research  i s  

necessary to  f in d  out another method o f  h e lp in g  them.

The 1986 Session  Paper N o .l aimed a t  e le v a t in g  the economic 

and s o c ia l l i f e  o f  d rop -ou ts . 70% o f  sm all s ca le  and Jua K a li 

a c t i v i t i e s  are found in tra d e  and commerce in  the ru ra l areas 15% 

are found in  m anufacturing and s e r v ic e  s e c to rs . Th is paper
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suggested th a t firm  measures were to  be taken to  a s s is t  the sm all 

sca le  and Jua k a li  s e c to r .  (1989-93 Development Scheme).

1.2 BACKGROUND OF THE AREA OF STUDY

1.2.1 G eograph ica l S e t t in g :

N a irob i C ity  is  s itu a te d  almost mid-way between Mombasa and 

Kisumu a lon g  the Kenya Uganda R a ilw ay a t about South and 37% 

East. N a iro b i normally has a co o l and a t t r a c t iv e  c lim a te  w ith  an 

a l t i tu d e  ranging from be low  1500 m etres in  the extrem e East 

through 1676 metres a t  the c i t y  c e n tre , t o  1905 m etres above sea 

le v e l  in the North W est.

By 1899, N a irob i was o n ly  a ra ilw a y  depot: Now i t  has grown

in to  a r e la t i v e ly  la rg e  c i t y  c o v e r in g  an area  o f  693 square 

k ilom etres  and a d e n s ity  o f  1,911. I t  i s  the c a p it a l  c i t y  o f  

Kenya and the core fo r  most in d u s tr ie s , comm ercial, edu ca tiona l 

and o th er socio -econom ic a c t i v i t i e s  in  th e  Republic.

The c i t y  c en tre  is  surrounded by va riou s  housing e s ta te s  

w ith in  the d i f f e r e n t  d iv is io n s  o f  th e  c i t y .  These housing 

e s ta te s  have been so con cen tra ted  by the in f lu x  o f  ru ra l c i t y  

m igrants o v e r  the years . These e s ta te s  are over-crow ded s in ce 

the land does not expand though p eop le  keep on coming in . The 

popu lation  o f  N a irob i as p er 1989 Census was 1,324,570 peop le  and 

the d en s ity  was 1,911. Most o f  the incoming peop le  ca not g e t 

accommodation in  the spacious e s ta te s . They th e r e fo r e  go to  slum 

areas e .g .  Mathare, K ib e ra , Dandora, and some o th e r  upcoming 

" v i l l a g e s "  ( " k i j i j i " )  where they can a f fo r d .
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Primary and secondary sch oo ls  a re  s c a tte re d  a l l  over the 

c it y  and a t  le a s t  e v e ry  e s ta te  has one. Some areas e .g .  

E astle igh  have as many as s ix  o f  the prim ary sch oo ls  in  a ve ry  

small range because o f  the h igh  p op u la tion  th e re .

1.2.2 Demographic P e r s p e c t iv e .

By th e  year 1905, N a irob i was on ly  a p ro v in c ia l 

a d m in is tra t iv e  cen tre w ith  a t o t a l  p op u la tion  o f  10,000 (N a iro b i 

Urban Study 1973, Chapter 2 par. 1 ) .  Now, N a irob i has grown in to  

a la rg e  c i t y  by A fr ic a n  standards s e r v in g  a t o t a l  popu la tion  

1,324,570 as per 1989 Census.

Table 1.1 : The p op u la tion  s iz e  f o r  N a irob i from 1948-1989.

Year T o ta l
P opu la tion  S iz e

1948 118,976

1962 347,431^

1969 509,286

1979® 827,775

1989 1,324,570

a -  P r o v in c ia l  census 

b - F igu re  ad justed  t o  1963 boundary

sou rce: Kenya R epublic 1948, 1962, 1962, 1979 Census

fig u r e s ,  M in is try  o f  Finance and Economic 

Planning, S t a t i s t i c a l  D iv is io n  and 1989 Census.
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Rural migrants have con tribu ted  towards popu lation  increase

in N a iro b i.
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Map 1.1 Shows l e v e ls  o f  P op u la tion  D en s ity  in  N a iro b i -  1979
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kn ana.yalo o f the popu la tion  com position  in  term s o f sex 

eelurea can show th is .

TAbln l 2: R a c ia l Com position and Sex R a tio  in  N a irob i
1962-1979.

1962 1969 1979

Total X Total % T o ta l %

» k ( r 1C4M 231,744 66.7 422,912 83.0 756,994
91.9

i 66,765 25 .0 67,189 13.2 38,854
5.2

1 28.765 8.3 19,185 3.8 19,050
2.8

-;«M| Rut lo  
] a friots*
( A hi It#

187 159 138

Kenya Republic 1962, 1969, & 1979 Census F igu res , 

M in is try  o f  F inance, and Economic P lann ing S t a t is t ic s  

D iv is io n .

T -« ; r p o rtion  o f  the A fr ica n  popu la tion  has been in creas in g  

- p er iod  1962-1979 w h ile  th a t o f  the Asians and Europeans

, b—«r. d e c lin in g .  Th is  is  due to  1963 boundary changes which 

i n tr sera  A fr ic a n  popu lation  from  part o f  form er Kiambu 

, r . • The major fa c to r  has been th e  in flu x  o f  ru ra l m igrants 

.>!• . i »•/ - ifte r  independence and many o f  the n on -A frican s

r co u n tr ie s . There has been s ig n i f i c a n t  changes 

. - a* . i as a r e s u lt  o f  more fem a les coming in to  the c i t y
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R is in g  popu lation  grow th ra te s  have a ls o  been con tr ib u ted  by 

p rov is ion  o f  necessary f a c i l i t i e s  e .g  h e a lth , edu ca tion , food and 

improved standard o f  l i v i n g  in  g e n e ra l.  B ir th  ra te  a lso

decreased and in consequence a red u c tio n  o f  pop u la tion  growth 

rate (L a te s t  Education P lan  o f  1979-83).

N a iro b i as a c i t y  has had a con s tan t ru ra l-u rban  m ig ra tion . 

The ta b le  below  shows the growth p a tte rn  s in ce  1948.

Tab le 1 .3 : P o p u la tio n  Growth P a tte rn  o f  N a iro b i s in ce
1948

and contributing in to  the increase in popu lation  concentration .

* Year T o ta l Pop u la tion N a irob i 
as a % 
o f  Kenya

N a iro b i J  
as % o f  
Urban

Kenya Urban N a irob i

1948 5,407,599 276,240 118,976 2 .2 43.1

| 1962 8,365,942 670,950 343,500 4.1 51.2

j 1969 10,942,705 1,079,908 509,286 4.7 47.2

j 1979 15,327,061 2,238,800 834,000 5 .4 37.2

! 1989 21,443,636 1,324,570 6 .2

Source: Adopted from Kenya Republic o f  1948, 1962, 1969, 1979

Census da ta , M in is try  o f  F inance and Economic P lann ing, 

N a ir o b i.

f

N a iro b i has been h o ld in g  an in c rea s in g  p rop o rtio n  o f  the 

to ta l  popu la tion  o f  Kenya in  the p e r iod  1948-1989. T h is  i s  due 

to expansion o f  the c i t y  boundary to  in clude p a rts  o f  Kiambu
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while a m ajor o f  the in crea se  i s  a r e s u l t  o f  in -m ig ra tio n  from 

the ru ra l-a re a s . The ta b le  above d o e s n 't  show the t o t a l  urban 

population o f  Kenya in  1989 and so I  c o u ld n 't  c a lc u la te  the 

percentage o f  N a iro b i popu lation  in  r e la t io n  to  o th e r  urban 

centres.

A d m in is t ra t iv e ly ,  N a irob i i s  a p ro v in ce  o f  e ig h t  d iv is io n s .  

Each d iv is io n  has a D iv is io n a l O f f i c e r  (D .O .).  These are 

Dagoret, K ib e ra , C en tra l, S tarehe, Park lands/W estlands, Pumwani, 

Makandara, Embakasi, and Kasarani. The p rov in ce  has 752,597 

males and 571,973 fem a les . The t o t a l  p op u la tion  i s  1,324,570, 

382,863 households, 693 square k ilo m e tre s  o f  land and the d en s ity  

is  1,911. The d e t a i l s  o f  the s u b -d iv is io n s  are in  th e  ta b le  1.2 .
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Table 1 .4 : 1989 Kenya Pop u la tion  Census

l,M9

t.«A5
1,965

ia,S7V

n

i,920
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1969 KENYA POPULATION CENSUS
L ,  4 Population by Sex, Nu*wr of Households, Area and Population Densities 

fo r a ll  Administrative Areas

(-----------------------------------1--------------1------------ 1 I I---------1-------- 1
|ADMINISTRATIVE AREA |
| 1

MALE |
___ L

FEMALE | 
1

TOTAL |
____________ L

No of MHs| Sq. 
___________ 1

Km. | Density| 
____ 1_________ 1

NAIROBI Province............................. 752,597 571.973 1.324,570 382,863 693 1,911

DAGORETTl ...................................... 79.172 65.607 144.779 43.767 3? 4.524

MAITHAKA...................................... 5,833 5.647 11,480 2,902 5 2,296

UAITHAKA................................. 5,833 5,647 11,480 2,902 5 2,296

KANGEMI ...................................... 23,950 20,538 44,488 12,958 12 3,707

KANGEMI ................................. 17,448 14,096 31,544 9,734 5 6,309

UTH1RU/RUTHIHITU................. 6,502 6,442 12,944 3,224 7 1,849

RI RUT A.......................................... 19,159 16,010 35.169 10,587 6 5,862

RIRUTA..................................... 19,159 16,010 35,169 10,587 6 5,862

KAUAMGUARE.......................... 25,290 18,525 43,815 14.882 4 10.954

KAUANGUARE............................. 25,290 18,525 43,815 14,882 4 10,954

M JTTJIN I..................................... 4,940 4,887 9.827 2,438 5 1,965

MUTUINI ................................. 4,940 4,887 9,827 2,438 5 1,965

127.847
f

96.601 224.448 65.438 230 976

KIBERA/UQCDLEY......................... 78,663 51,391 130,054 44,440 7 18.579

KIBERA...................................... 74,975 47,668 122,643 42,722 3 40,881

WOCOLEY ................................. 3,688 3,723 7,411 1,718 4 1,853

KAREN/LANGATA......................... 12,135 7,457 19,592 5.980 73 268

KAREN ...................................... 5,670 3,844 9,514 2,662 29 328

LANGATA .................................
•  i

6,465 3,613 10,078 3,318 44 229

KENYATTA/OOLF COURSE. . .  . 10.933 11,253 22,186 4,171 5 4,437

KENYATTA HOSP....................... 7,288 6,921 14,209 2,639 3 4,736

GOLF COURSE ......................... 3,645 4,332 7,977 1,532 2 3,989

W JQ M O IN I................................. 26,116 26,500 52.616 10,847 145 363

HUGUHOINI ............................. 13,262 13,274 26,536 5,208 136 195

NAIROBI WEST......................... 12,854 13,226 26,080 5,639 9 2,898

CENTRAL ......................................... 42.824 31.776 74.600 16.788 7 10,657

NGARA ......................................... 14,137 12.191 26,328 6,480 3 8.776

NGARA EAST............................. 8,814 7,675 16,489 3,911 1 16,489

NGARA UEST............................. 5,323 4,516 9,839 2,569 2 4,920

I
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im  c m  roruumw cehsu*
T jf l le  1 - <  v> br  ** «, of Hcm mAoI da, Arra and Population Oenaltlcw

for a ll Adalnlatratlvw Area*

1------------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------  T 1 “ ■ '  -------------1 T 1-------------- I — ----------1

| * C N I H I S T t A l l V C  A K A  1 M A C  | f  E M A L E  | T O T A L  | t o  o f  R H « |  G q . K a .  I D « n a l t y |

1 1 —  1 — .  - 1 . _1 I J

S T  A H  M E .......................................................... 2 8 . 6 8 7 1 9 , 5 8 5 * 8 , 2 7 2 1 0 , 3 0 8 4 1 2 , 0 6 8

P A N G A M  1 ................................................... 1 0 , 2 0 6 9 , 5 3 0 1 9 , 7 3 6 4 , 9 3 0 1 1 9 , 7 3 6

7 1 V A M 1 / S T  A l t  M E / K A 1 1 *1 .  . A , 7 9* 3 , 2 9 5 8 , 0 8 9 1 , 7 * 7 1 8 , 0 8 9

c m  s o u A * t 6 , 0 2 5 2 . 9 2 8 8 , 9 5 3 1 , 6 3 8 1 8 , 9 5 3

M l  1 0 ®  1 C E M T 1 A L 7 , 6 6 2 3 , 8 3 2 1 1 . 4 9 * 1 , 9 9 3 1 1 1 , 4 9 *

PAG r L A W C S / V E  ST  L A N C S ........................... 6 6 . 2 9 3 5 3 . 5 8 9 _ J 1 L W 2 3 4 . 6 0 * 9 3 1 . 3 1 1

P A J t n w m ................................................... 3 8 , 2 9 7 3 1 , 1 1 4 6 9 , 4 1 1 2 0 , 3 7 7 6 8 1 , 0 2 1

S P .  V A L L I T / U . P A t r i A W O S .  . 5 , 1 6 2 * , 2 5 7 9 , 4 1 9 2 , 8 2 * S 1 . 8 8 *

H U T H A I G A .................................................. 2 , 8 2 1 2 , 0 2 8 4 , 8 * 9 1 , 8 * 7 14 3 * 6

1 0 R E S H 0 / E T U W A ................................ 9 , 6 1 6 7 , 5 9 3 1 7 , 2 0 9 5 , 3 7 9 12 1 , 4 3 4

K I 1 1 S U R U .................................................. 2 , 3 3 7 1 , 5 8 1 3 , 9 1 8 1 , 1 3 * 9 * 3 5

K A R U R A ........................................................ 5 , 9 8 6 * , 2 9 8 1 0 , 2 8 4 3 , 5 3 6 2 5 * 1 1

M l G H R I D G E  ............................................ 1 2 , 3 7 5 1 1 , 3 5 7 2 3 , 7 3 2 5 , 6 5 7 3 7 , 9 1 1

r i l T H A M I ........................................................ 2 7 , 9 9 6 2 4 , 4 7 5 5 2 . * 7 1 U . 4 2 7 2 5 2 , 0 9 9

H U M A N ! .................................................. 1 3 , 9 2 9 1 1 , 9 8 3 2 5 , 9 1 2 6 , 8 2 7 9 2 , 8 7 9

H A S I W A ......................................................... * , 7 6 5 * , 1 6 3 8 , 9 2 8 2 , 6 2 5 7 1 , 2 7 5

m t l t S W W A ............................................. 5 , 1 2 8 * , * 6 1 9 , 5 8 9 2 , 5 4 * 6 1 , 5 9 8

H U T H A N G A 1 I ............................................. * . 1 7 * 3 , 8 6 8 8 , 0 * 2 2 , 4 3 1 3 2 , 6 8 1

G " J " V A M | ............................................................... 8 2 . 2 9 5 6 * . * 2 3 1 * 6 . 7 1 8 3 8 . 3 7 7 10 1 4 . 6 7 2

8 A M A T 1 ................................................................ 1 6 . 9 2 1 1 5 , 2 5 8 3 2 , 1 7 9 7 , 2 9 1 2 1 6 , 0 9 0

U H U R U  ......................................................... 7 . * 5 5 8 , * 2 1 1 5 , 8 7 6 2 , 9 8 3 1 1 5 , 8 7 6

K I H A T H I  .................................................. 9 , * 6 6 6 , 8 3 7 1 6 , 3 0 3 4 , 3 0 8 1 1 6 , 3 0 3

P 1 T V A M I ........................................................ 1 0 , 6 7 6 7 , 2 3 0 1 7 , 9 0 6 5 , 5 9 3 0 . 4 2 4 2 . 6 3 3

M A J E W G O  .................................................. 7 , 6 7 5 5 , 5 5 9 1 3 , 2 3 * 4 , 1 7 2 0 . 2 5 5 2 , 9 3 6

G O R O f  AN 1 /BOWDEN I .......................... 3 , 0 0 1 1 , 6 7 1 4 , 6 7 2 1 , 4 2 1 0 . 1 7 * 2 , 6 3 3

E A S T L E I G H .................................................. * 3 , 0 9 8 3 4 , 6 1 5 7 7 , 7 1 3 1 9 , 7 6 6 7 1 1 , 1 0 2

E A S T L E I G H  W O R T H ......................... 2 6 , * 1 2 2 1 , 2 0 2 * 7 , 6 1 * 1 1 , 4 2 * 6 7 , 9 3 6

E A S T L E I G H  S O U T H  ......................... 1 6 , 6 8 6 1 3 , 4 1 3 3 0 , 0 9 9 8 , 3 * 2 1 3 0 , 0 9 9

E A M R C U N J I ................................................. 1 1 . 6 0 0 7 , 3 2 0 1 8 , 9 2 0 5 , 7 2 7 1 1 8 , 9 2 0

S M A U R 1 H O T O / r A A M O J W J I  .  . 7 , 1 1 9 * , * 7 6 1 1 , 5 9 5 3 , 2 5 3 1 1 1 , 5 9 5

H U T H U R U A .................................................. * , * 8 1 2 , 8 4 * 7 , 3 2 5 2 , 4 7 4 0 . 5 5 1 3 , 3 1 8

9 0 . 9 1 1 6 5 . 3 7 2 1 5 6 . 2 8 3 * 1 . 5 1 1 1 9 8 . 2 2 5

H A E A D A R A ......................................................... 3 0 . 5 3 2 2 7 , 6 7 1 5 8 , 2 0 3 1 3 , 2 7 4 3 1 9 , 4 0 1

H A M Z A  ......................................................... 9 , * 6 * 6 , 7 * 0 1 6 , 2 0 * 4 , 8 3 2 1 1 6 , 2 0 4

I I P A J N B A .................................................................. 9 , 0 0 7 9 , 0 9 3 1 8 , 1 0 0 3 , 5 3 8 1 1 8 , 1 0 0

H A R A M B E E ................................................... 1 2 , 0 6 1 1 1 , 8 3 8 2 3 , 8 9 9 * , 9 0 4 1 2 3 , 8 9 9



1909 KENYA POPULATION CENSUS

Table tl.4 Population by Sex, Neater of Households, Area and Papulation Densities
for a ll Adm inistrative Areas

1-----------------------------------------------------------------------1—
|ADMINISTRATIVE AREA |
1______________________________________ 1__

---------------------- r
MATE | 

____________ L

l
FEMALE |

1
TOTAL

t ----------------------r
I No of HHs j 
1 1

r
Sq. Ka.|

1

1
Density|

i

KALOLENI/NAKOMGENl................. 11,570 7,985 19,555 5,136 1 19.555
KALOLENI................................. 2,647 2,014 4,661 1,004 0.48 9,710
MAKONGENI ............................. 8,923 . 5.971 14,894 4,132 1 14,894

HARINGO/NBOTELA..................... 15.780 10,876 26,656 7.354 2 13,328
OFAFA ..................................... 7,398 4,895 12,293 3,517 1 12,293
MBOTELA ................................. 8,382 5,981 14,363 3,837 1 14,363

VIUANDA ..................................... 33,029 18,840 51,869 15.747 13 3,990
NAIROBI SOUTH ..................... 18,613 12,208 30,821 7,366 5 6,164
VIUANDAMI <1M0. AREA) . . 14,416 6,632 21,048 8,381 8 2,631

EHBAKASI........................................ 88.864 72.098 160.962 48.122 228 706

EMBAKAS1.................................... 16,335 8,450 24,785 6.758 83 299
EHBAKASI................................ 15,002 7,673 22,675 5,988 56 405
M1HANG0 ................................ 1,333 777 2,110 770 27 78

N JIR U ........................................ 28,436 26,034 54.470 14.638 140 309
UHOJA ..................................... 22,162 21,364 43,526 11,149 18 2,418
RUAI......................................... 2,148 1,840 3,988 1,129 100 40
KOMA ROCK............................. 4,126 2,830 6,956 2,360 22 316

DANDORA..................................... 44,093 37,614 81,707 26,726 5 16,341
DANDORA ................................. 39,397 32,441 71,838 24,638 4 17,960
KARIOBANGI SOUTH................. 4,696 5,173 9,869 2,088 1 9,869

ICA$ARAM| f , , „  _______ 174.391 120.50/ 294.898 94.056 74 3.985

MATHARE ................................. 61,680 41,789 103,469 34.595 3 34.490
HAT HARE............................. 30,388 17,334 47,722 16,852 2 23,861
HURUMA................................. 31,292 24,455 55,747 17,743 1 55,747

KARIOBANGI............................. 39,105 27,284 66,389 22,485 2 33,195

KARIOBANGI NORTH. . . . 12,746 9,228 21,974 7,021 1 21,974
KOROGOCHO ......................... 26,359 18,056 44,415 15,464 1 44,415

KAtiAUA..................................... 25,409 18,571 43,980 10.975 20 2,199
KAHAUA NORTH..................... 14,605 8,962 23,567 4,900 15 1,571
KAHAUA SOUTH..................... 10,804 9,609 20,413 6,075 5 4,083

KASARANI (RUARAKA) . . . . 40,297 27,235 67,532 22.024 21 3,216
RUARAKA ............................. 33,668 22,153 55,821 18,944 6 9,304
KASARANI............................. 6,629 5,082 11,711 3,080 15 781
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I t  i s  a ga in s t such background th a t  th is  study addressed 

i t s e l f  to  examine th e  s o c io - c u ltu r a l ,  soc io -econom ic  and 

demographic v a r ia b le s  th a t  cause sch oo l d rop -ou ts  and a lso  

examine the impact i t  has on the in d iv id u a ls

1.3 PROBLEM STATEMENT

The problem o f  s ch o o l drop-out i s  h igh and p re v a le n t  in  

N a ir o b i.  The number o f  th e  en ro led  stu den ts i s  a lw ays le s s  by 

the end o f  the yea r  than those who w ere r e g is t e r e d .  Th is is  

common in a l l  the c la s s e s  both in  prim ary and secondary l e v e l ,  

Khasiani (1985) M asaviru (1 9 8 1 ). M a jo r ity  o f  these a re  ch ild ren  

and ado lescen ts  between s ix  to  tw en ty  fou r y e a rs . The 

consequences o f  dropp ing out o f  school a t  such a ten d er age are 

ca ta s tro p h ic  to  the youth, paren ts, and the nation  a t  la rg e . The 

v ic t im  is  r e s t r ic t e d  in  a lm ost a l l  the fu tu re  o p p o r tu n it ie s . The 

socio-econom ic s ta tu s  are c u r ta i le d  because the job  o p p o r tu n it ie s  

are a ls o  b locked . He/she i s  doomed to  a l i f e  c y c le  o f  p overty  

and in creased  dependency th a t him/her fo r  the r e s t  o f  h is/her 

l i f e .  In  tu rn , t h is  a f f e c t s  the soc io -econ om ic , s o c io -c u ltu r a l 

and ed u ca tio n a l developm ent o f  the fa m ily ,  the community and the 

whole n a tio n . Some o f th ese  v ic t im s  come from fa m il ie s  where the 

parents c a n 't  a f fo rd  to  take them fo r  fu r th e r  s tu d ie s  in  the 

fu tu re . Some c a n 't  a f fo r d  food , c lo th in g  or even accommodation. 

Some c h ild re n  are used to  p rov id e  labour fo rc e  a t home by th e ir  

p a ren ts . For example, g i r l s  perform  home d u ties  l ik e  look  a f t e r

12



the b ro th e rs  and s is t e r s  and boys l ik e w is e  perform  c e r ta in  d u ties  

e .g . g ra z in g , farm ing, h a rv e s t in g  or cook ing depending on the 

home background. Some d rop -ou ts are used by t h e ir  paren ts to  

work fo r  money or ju s t  go to  the s t r e e t s  to  beg fo r  money or even

p ick -p ock et.

There are those who drop  out due to  pregnancy ( g i r l s ) .  Some 

o f them a re  disowned by t h e i r  parents and are  thrown out o f  th e ir  

homes. O thers lo o s e  t h e i r  chance o f  education  fo r e v e r .  The 

consequences fo r  th ese  g i r l s  are many. Some g e t  ven erea l 

d is e a s es , and e s p e c ia l ly  the worst o f  them, HIV/AIDS, o th ers  

ab o rt, o th ers  d ie  in  the process o f  a b o r t io n , o th e rs  end up in  

e a r ly  unplanned parenthood and o th e rs  en ter in to  e a r ly  and 

unprepared m arriages . Worse s t i l l ,  due to  d esp era tion  end up in  

lo o se  l i v in g  and e s p e c ia l ly  in  the c i t y .  Some o f  th ese  mothers 

d ie  during pregnancy and d e l iv e r y  s in ce  th e ir  b o d ie s  are not 

ready fo r  the pregnancy o r  as the g i r l s  t r i e s  to  ab o rt s e c r e t ly .

The d rop -ou ts  a lso  remain unemployed fo r  a long tim e because 

o f  la ck  o f  academic q u a l i f ic a t io n  or any ex p er ien ce . These are 

most l i k e l y  to  be doomed t o  a l i f e  o f  p o ve r ty , lack  o f  education  

and th e ir  c h ild re n  might not go fa r  w ith  education  due to  s im ila r  

f in a n c ia l  problem s. The d rop -ou ts are a ls o  a f fe c te d

p s y c h o lo g ic a lly  as he f e e l s  that he has wasted fa m ily  money and 

other resou rces  to  take him to  school which he never com pleted to  

be ab le  to  be s e l f - r e l i a n t  la t e r  and a ls o  help  h is  o th e r  fa m ily  

members.

Th is  study, th e re fo r e  is  to  in v e s t ig a te  the causes fo r  these
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drop-outs, see how the problem can be so lv ed  and g iv e  

recommendations to  the p a ren ts , tea ch e rs , s o c ia l  workers and 

government to  curb the problem  and f in d  a way o f  h e lp in g  those 

who are a lrea d y  v ic t im s .

1.4 JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY

In  Kenya, a d o le scen ts  and the youth o f  10-19 y e a rs  make up 

about 20-25% o f  the t o t a l  popu lation  and is  the fa s t e s t  growing 

segment i t s  cohorts o f  10-19, 20-24 make up fu tu re  p o te n t ia l 

paren ts. These p eop le  a ls o  are the fu tu re  p ro v id e rs  o f  labour 

fo rc e . High ra te  o f  d ropp ing-ou t th e r e fo r e  in t e r fe r e s  w ith  th e ir  

own growth and developm ent. The s o c ie ty  and n a tion  a lso  

a f fe c te d .

S tu d ies  done by KFS (1977/1978), Census re p o r t  1979 and KCPS 

(1984) and KDHS (1989) show th a t ado lescen ts  con tr ib u te  

s ig n i f i c a n t ly  to  th e  ra p id  popu la tion  growth in  th e  country. 

Th ere fo re  i t  i s  n ecessary  to  h elp  these youth to  com plete th e ir  

stu d ies  and h e lp  those who drop-ou t to  make i t  in  l i f e  in stead  o f  

jo in in g  th e  s t r e e t  boys and g i r l s  who have made urban cen tres  

crime c e n tre s , and e s p e c ia l ly  the c i t y  o f  N a iro b i.

N a iro b i be in g  the c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  Kenya has many th in gs  that 

a t tra c t  ru ra l popu la tion . The pop u la tion  Census (1989) re vea led  

that Kenyan popu lation  was 21,443,636, N a irob i pop u la tion  was 

1,324,577 which is  6.2 p er cen t o f  the e n t ir e  Kenyan p op u la tion . 

Most o f  t h is  N a irob i p opu la tion  the youth who are e ith e r  in
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school or out o f  s ch o o l. Many o f  them are m igran ts from ru ra l 

areas who a re  a lread y  sch oo l d rop -ou ts and have come to  look fo r  

jobs or have come to  l i v e  w ith  th e ir  r e la t i v e s  as th ey  look fo r

jobs.

They study in an overcrowded p la ce  and th e r e fo r e  have many 

soc ia l and economic problem s which lead  to  school d rop -ou ts  and a 

l i f e  o f  hardships to  the d rop -ou ts . T h is  study is  th e r e fo r e  to  

in v e s t ig a te  the causes o f  dropping out and how th is  problem can 

be curbed and help those who are a lrea d y  out o f  s ch oo l.

1.5 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1.5 .1  A. GENERAL OBJECTIVE:

The study in v e s t ig a t e s  how s o c ia l ,  econom ic, demographic and 

background v a r ia b le s  in flu e n c e  the p rim ary , secondary and even 

the h igher in s t i tu t e s  o f  lea rn in g  en ro led  students to  drop-ou t o f  

school b e fo re  they a ch ieve  the expected  h ig h e s t  le v e l  o f  

education. A d d it io n a lly ,  th is  study examines the consequences o f  

dropping out o f  school on the in d iv id u a l v ic t im s .

1.5.2 B: SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

1. To in v e s t ig a te  the ex ten t to  which m a r ita l s ta tu s  o f  

th e  d rop -ou ts ' parent in flu e n c e s  h is/her education  and 

l i f e  a f t e r  sch oo l.
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2. To in v e s t ig a te  the r o le  p layed  by th e  p a ren ta l

occupation  in  th e  l i f e  and education  o f  t h e i r  c h ild re n .

3. To in v e s t ig a te  how age a t f i r s t  in te rc o u rs e  and

frequency a f f e c t s  students edu ca tion  and l i f e .

4. To in v e s t ig a te  how the edu ca tion  le v e l  o f  the students 

in flu en ces  t h e i r  genera l knowledge and u t i l i t y  o f  

c o n tra c e p t iv e s .

5. To in v e s t ig a te  whether the studen ts who drop-ou t o f  

school end up in to  e a r ly  m arriages  and consequ en tly  g e t 

many c h ild re n .

6. To in v e s t ig a te  th e  consequences o f  h is  dropp ing out o f  

schoo l on h is  own l i f e  s o c ia l l y  and econ om ica lly .

7. To suggest/recommend to  the p o l ic y  makers, s o c ia l

workers paren ts and tea ch ers  ways and means o f  

a l l e v ia t in g  th ese  problems.
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CHAPTER TWO

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Research and su rveys  done have a t t r ib u te d  the h igh  le v e l  o f  

school d rop -ou ts m ain ly to  ado lescen t f e r t i l i t y .  To in v e s t ig a te  

the fa c to r s  that lea d  to  ad o lescen t f e r t i l i t y  which f i n a l l y  lead  

to schoo l drop-outs was by the f i r s t  In te rn a t io n a l Con ference on 

ado lescen t f e r t i l i t y  h e ld  in  1976 in  West V ir g in ia  (Rogue, 1976). 

Th is was fu rth e r  supported  by P opu la tion  Report No. 9 (1985) and 

No. 10 (1986 ). A r e p o r t  on A do lescen t R eprodu ctive  behaviour 

a lso  supported the e a r l i e r  f in d in g s . (UN, 1988). T h e ir  fin d in g s  

a ttr ib u ted  ado lescen t f e r t i l i t y  to  s o c ia l ,  econom ic, demographic 

and b io lo g ic a l  (p h y s io lo g ic a l )  fa c to r s .

The problem o f  teen age pregnancy which lea d  to  g i r l s  

dropping out o f  sch oo l i s  on the in c re a s e  in  the d eve lop in g  

cou n tries , but some deve loped  c o u n tr ie s  have recorded  major 

d ec lin es . S tu d ies in  Canada re vea led  a f a l l  in  teenage pregnancy 

ra te  by 23.6% from 52.4 in  1975 to  40 .8  in  1985. In  Canada, 

teenage pregnancy ra te  o f  43.8 was observed  in 1981 w ith  a 

d ec lin e  o f  over 10% from  48.6 in  1976. Th is  d e c lin e  can be 

a ttr ib u te d  to  the d e c lin e  in  annual number and ra te  o f  m arriage 

in Canada.

In A f r ic a ,  the crude b ir th  ra te  f o r  ado lescen ts  15-19 years  

ranges from  51 per 1000 in  Burundi to  230 per 1000 in  L ib e r ia  and 

Kenya i s  ranked f i f t h .  The CBR fo r  ad o lescen ts  aged 20-24 ranges 

from 229 per 1000 in  Madagascar to  379 per 1000 in  S ie r r a  Leone
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nd Kenya is ranked third according to Garbrah (1985).
In Kenya, it was only after 1960s that information of 

fertility trends became available. This information reveals that 
adolescent fertility has been increasing. The Age Specific 
Fertility Rate (ASFR) among teenagers aged 15-19 rose from 141 

per 1000 in 1962 to 179 in 1979 (CBS, 1984), then to 152 in 1989. 
This clearly shows constant increase on births to teenagers. 
Most of them are still in school and so pregnancy and childbirth 
just interferes with their studies. They drop out of school and 
most of them loose this education opportunity forever and the 
aftermath/impact dooms their future.

The other cohort of adolescents 20-24 recorded the highest 
fertility levels in Africa between 1962 and 1978 (CBS, 1984). 
Their age specific fertility rate rose further from 207 to 369 
births per 1000 females.
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Table 2.1 F e r t i l i t y  r a te ,  a d o le scen t  as p e r  1000 and 
ado lescen t co n tr ib u t io n  to  t f r ,  kenya and o th er  
s e le c t e d  a f r i c a n  c o u n t r ie s  -  1969-1983

\ COUNTRY YEAR TFR ASFR PER 
15-19

1000
20-24

CONTRIBUTION % 
TO TOTAL 
FERTILITY RATE 
15-24

Kenya 1977-78 8 .0 168 343 31.9

1969 7 .6 132 331 30.5

1962 6 .8 141 304 32.7

jBurundi 1971 6 .1 51 252 24.7

i Chad 1964 5 .4 171 282 42.0

* E th iop ia 1968-71 5 .8 163 287 39.1

1 Gabon 1960-61 4 .1 171 190 43.1

1 Ghana 1979-80 6 .5 136 255 30.1

j Mozambique 1970 5 .8 96 248 29.9

j N ig e r ia 1981-82 5.7 127 256 33.8

| Senegal 1978 7.1 197 305 35.4

\ Zambia 1974 6.7 137 286 25.1

Source: GEPI-GARBRAH (1985 :6 )

The number o f  teenage pregnancies in  developed c o u n tr ie s  is  

decreas ing  w h ile  i t  is  in c rea s in g  in Kenya. Agrawal and Mati 

(1983), found out that the  inc idence o f  teenage pregnancy in 

Na irob i was 18.6 per c en t  and 10 per cen t in  Machakos. Th is 

incidence cou ld  be h igh er  cons id er in g  th a t  many teen agers  have 

been engaging in p rem a r ita l  sexual in te rcou rse  as demonstrated by 

Gachui's  study (1974) which showed tha t on ly  10% o f  teenage  males 

and 38% o f  teenage fem ales  had not had sexual in te rco u rs e  b e fo re
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the age o f  20.

There has been no d e c l in e  in the p rop o r t io n  o f  g i r l s  g e t t in g  

pregnant between ages 15-19, u n lik e  o th er  groups where the 

proportion has been f a l l i n g .  The KCPS (1984) r e v e a le d  tha t 8% o f  

g i r l s  aged 15-19 y ea rs  were cu rren t ly  pregnant. E a r l i e r  s tud ies  

done in 1977 and 1979 had revea led  some p ro p o r t io n s .  Thus 

confirming no d e c l in e .  The Age S p e c i f i c  F e r t i l i t y  Rates in  the 

age group 15-19 show an in creas ing  tren d  s in ce  1960, when the 

rate was 141 per 1000 bu t th is  ra te  in creased  to  168 per 1000 in 

1979.

Since there  has been 'no dramatic redu ction  in  in fa n t  and 

ch ild  m o r ta l i ty ,  i t  means more c h i ld re n  are ab le  t o  l i v e  up to  

adolescent and th e r e fo r e  ado lescen t f e r t i l i t y  i s  c o n tr ib u ted  to  

by th is  group hence the in crease .

The in c rea se  o f  ado lescen t f e r t i l i t y  has co n tr ib u ted  much to  

the increase o f  schoo l drop-outs in  both a l l  l e v e l s  o f  education 

that is  from prim ary, secondary and h igh er  l e v e l s .  Th is i s  

because ado lescen ce  p e r iod  ranges from 13 years  t o  24 years . 

This is  the age when 50% o f  the a d o lescen ts  aged 12-19 years  i s  

sexually  a c t i v e ,  having in i t i a t e d  sex a t  the age o f  13 and 14 

(A ja y i ,  1985). The age o f  menarche has dropped to  as e a r ly  as 8 

or 9 years ; because re p o r t  from Kenyatta N a tiona l H o s p ita l  r e v e a l  

that young g i r l s  g e t  pregnant even a t  age 9 (Kenyatta  N ationa l 

Hosp ita l, 1986). Th is b e in g  the case, the drop-ou ts  in primary 

and secondary schools e s p e c ia l l y  in N a irob i has been in the 

increase and w i l l  con tinu e .
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Research done g iv e  causes o f  d ropp ing-ou t m ain ly fo r  the 

g i r l s  s in ce  they a re  the ones who g e t  pregnant. Khasian i (1985) 

Dr. Khama Rogo (1 9 8 7 ),  Muriuki R u th i iru  (1992 ). In  r e a l i t y ,  

males a lso  drop out o f  schoo l due to  soc io -econom ic  and s o c io ­

cu ltu ra l f a c t o r s  and th ey  a lso  fa ce  th e  consequences ju s t  l i k e  

g i r l s .  Boys a lso  drop  ou t as e a r ly  as primary school l e v e l .  The 

study i s  to  in v e s t i g a t e  th e  fa c to r s  le a d in g  to t h e i r  dropp ing out 

and what happens to  them th e r e a f t e r .

I t  has been found ou t that 10% o f  fem ale studen ts  drop out 

o f  school every year  because o f  pregnancy, Khasiani (1 9 8 5 ).  Th is 

th e re fo re  l im i t s  th e  number o f  women who could be in vo lv ed  in 

development. S ince educa tion  is  c l o s e l y  r e la t e d  to  development 

all that could be done i s  to  attempt t o  d iscourage schoo l drop­

outs among the a d o le s c e n ts .  The g i r l s ,  th e i r  f a m i l i e s  and the 

s o c ie ty  lo o s e  due to  dropping out from school Khasiani S.A. 

(1985).

At the  in d iv id u a l  l e v e l ,  c h i ld b e a r in g  f o r  the ado lescen ts  

jeop a rd ize  t h e i r  l i v e s  and that o f  t h e i r  o f f s p r in g ,  because o f  

lack o f  s o c ia l  and economic support from the d rop -ou ts . The 

re s u lt  i s  th a t  the c h i ld re n  grow in  p o v e r ty  and ge t  l i t t l e  o r  no 

formal education  (K has ian i 1985). The Kenya popu la tion  growth 

rate i s  3.8% per annum. The popu lation  below 15 years  i s  48% and 

the popu la tion  below 20 years i s  60% (CBS -  Kenya, popu lation  

Census 1979). So w ith  such a high dependent popu la tion  o f  youth, 

many are bound to drop out o f  school. I t  i s  a lread y  a burden fo r  

parents to  feed , c lo th ,  and accommodate the youth. So when they
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go to  s ch o o l ,  the pa ren ts  s t r a in  more because even the b a s ic

needs in the fa m ily a re  hard to  o b ta in . In cases  o f  over

crowding in la rg e fa m i l i e s , g i r l s  may opt t o  look fo r

accommodation e lsew here  and in  the p rocess  ge t  pregnant and drop 

out o f  school (K h as ian i 1985).

Another cause o f  d rop -ou t i s  bad example from the adu lts . 

The o th e r  one i s  d i s in t e g r a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c ia l  l i f e  and

re g u la t io n s  o f  sexua l b eh av iou r . Dr. Mugo Gachuhi's speech 1974).

The parents o f  the youth are academ ica lly  ignoran t, f o r  example 

they know very l i t t l e  o f  the b io lo g y  o f  the human rep rodu ct ion . 

They a lso  have v e r y  l i t t l e  courage t o  ta lk  to  t h e i r  ch i ld ren , 

S.E. M igot-Adholla  (u n d a ted ) .

Pregnancy among teenagers  i s  worldw ide i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f

co lou r ,  race or c la s s .  I t  r e s u lts  from sexual behaviour which is  

p roh ib ited  whether i t  r e s u l t s  in to  pregnancy or n o t .  I t  i s  

cons idered  to  be a v i o l a t i o n  o f  normative ru le s  and th e re fo r e

d e v ia n t .

There are th ree  schoo ls  o f  thought which t r y  to  exp la in  the 

o r ig in  o f  any form o f  human behaviour (whether sexual or

d e v ia n t ) .  These schoo ls  a re :

(a )  The b i o l o g i c a l  and p sych oa n a ly t ica l  t h e o r e t i c a l  framework 

(Lambrosse, 1889, Feud 1962).

(b ) The s o c i o l o g i c a l  schoo l o f  thought which see the  base o f  

human behaviour in  human v a r ia b le s  and co n d it io n s  in  s o c ie ty  

w ith  which the in d iv id u a l  behaves ( Merton, 1964).
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(c ) The s ch oo l o f  thought which sees  human behaviour as 

o r i g in a t in g  in  fa c t o r s  based in both  the in d iv id u a l  and the 

s o c ia l  system (Blumer 1975).

(1) The b i o l o g i c a l  s ch oo l o f  thought (Lambrosse 1889, Hooton 

1939, Sheldon 1949, Masters and Johnson 1966) e x p la in  sexual 

and dev ian t behaviour from pure ly  b i o l o g i c a l

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  M asters  and Johnson (1966) contend tha t the 

peop le become s e x u a l ly  aroused and engage in  sexual

a c t i v i t i e s  because o f  some inborn androgens, in s t in c t s  and 

impulses which r e q u ir e  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  Once they  have been 

expressed as in  t h i s  background th a t  ado lescence i s  seen as 

a time when the sexua l in s t in c t s  are on the upsurge and 

teenagers engage in  sexual in te rc o u rs e  and ge t  pregnant, in 

the p rocess  o f  quenching th is  upsurge o f  in s t in c t  (WHO 

1977). In the absence o f  c o n tra c e p t iv e s  the r is k s  o f  g e t t in g  

pregnant are v e ry  h igh . This schoo l o f  thought l in k  dev ian t 

behaviour w ith  body s i z e ,  s t ru c tu re  and hormones. They 

argue th a t  peop le  become dev ian t because o f  t h e i r  b i o l o g i c a l  

make ups e . g  b lacks , b ig  or small s i z e d  peop le .

(2) Another school o f  thought by Freud (1962), Jenkins (undated) 

who be lon g  to  the p sych oa n a ly t ica l  school o f  thought see 

p e r s o n a l i t y  fa c to r s  as c ru c ia l  in  the o r ig in s  o f  sexual or 

d e v ia n t  behaviours. According to  two these s c h o la rs ,  eve ry  

human being i s  endowed w ith im puls ive  in s t in c t  - th e  ' i d '  as
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w e l l  as in  in t e r n a l i s e d  c o n tr o l  mechanisms - the "super­

ego” . The e x ten t  to  which one g iv e s  in to  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  

or in h ib i t i o n  o f  these  impulses depend on the s tren g th  o f  

the in t e r n a l i s e d  c o n t r o l  mechanism. So i f  th ese  co n tro l  

mechanism are near dev iance, or sexua l g r a t i f i c a t i o n  take 

p lace  i f  c o n t r o ls  a re  strong the  impulses a re  in h ib it e d .  

These sources o f  the impulse and c o n t r o l  v a r ia t i o n  are seen 

by p sych oan a ly t ic  th e o ry  to  found in  the p e r s o n a l i t y  or 

b iography o f  the  in d iv id u a l  but no t in  h is  b i o l o g i c a l  make 

up. According to  the psych oan a ly t ic  school o f  thought, 

teenagers w ith  weak p e r s o n a l i t ie s  are  the ones th a t  engage 

in sexual a c t i v i t i e s  and o ther d ev ian t  behav iours  b e fo re  

marriage (Cook and W ilson  1982, Semmens e t  a l .  1970). These 

p e r s o n a l i ty  f a c t o r s  inc lude:

(a ) S o l i tu d e  as a r e s u l t  o f  poor r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  maternal

f i g u r e ,  b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s  making teen agers  turn to

heterosexu a l companions as a source o f  c o n s o la t ion  and

understanding (Cook and Wilson 1982).

(b ) R e b e l l io n  as a r e s u l t  o f  la ck  o f  con fidence  and

communication between parents and ch i ld re n  whereby teenagers 

turn t o  sex as a means o f  r e b e l l i o n  (Seramen e t  a l .  1970).

(c )  Weakness in ch a rac te r  and im m orality  ( Semmens e t  a l .  1970).
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(d) Immature fa n ta s ie s  about having a baby (Marino 1977).

(e )  Poor mental h e a lth ,  s u ic id a l  ten den c ies  and persona l g u i l t  

(M arino 1977).

(f) C u r io s i t y  (Semmens e t  a l .  1970) and the d e s ir e  t o  innovate. 

A cco rd in g  to  WHO r e p o r t  (1977) th e  ado lescen t males and 

fem a les  were found to  be r i s k  takers  ch a llen g in g  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  and new experiences w ithou t tak ing  the danger 

in to  account , and t h i s  includes sexu a l a c t i v i t i e s .

(g )  Low ego and the  d e s i r e  by boys to  prove th a t  t h e i r  v i r i l i t y  

and enhance “macho" image (K in go r i  1977).

The th i r d  schoo l o f  thought s ees  human behaviour as 

o r i g in a t in g  in f a c t  based in both the in d iv id u a l  and the s o c ia l  

system (Blumer 1975). The s o c io lo g ic a l  th e o r ie s  see human sexual 

and d e v ia n t  behaviour as o r ig in a t in g  in  fa c to r s  in  the s o c ia l  

systems. The "Anomie Theory" o f  Merton (1957) focu ses  not on the 

in d iv id u a l  but on the p o s i t io n  peop le  occupy in the system. 

Accord ing  t o  the "Anomie Theory" the s o c ie t y  has c u l tu ra l  goa ls .  

This th e o ry  says tha t g i r l s  from poor fam ily  engage in  i l l i c i t  

sexual a c t i v i t i e s  w ith  "su gar daddies " as means o f  g e t t in g  money 

to d ress  w e l l  o r  l i v e  m a te r ia l ly  com fortab le  l i v e s  (c u l tu ra l  

g o a ls ) .  T h is  theory ign o re s  the fa c t  tha t sexual emotion can 

a r is e  from  w ith in . Other fa c to r s  are  the changing women 

aspiration which cause de lay  in marriage (Edstrome 1971),
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frequent d a t in g  p a t te rn s  and changing ideas about sexual 

behaviour and too much le i s u r e  t im e. Furstenberg (1977) has a lso  

argued th a t  broken homes and d iv o r c e  have been co n tr ib u t in g  

factors  in the in c rease  in  the number o f  unmarried teen agers  who 

get pregnant. Accord ing  to  Furstenberg , g i r l s  from such homes 

would l i k e  to  have c h i ld r e n  o f  t h e i r  own to  lo v e .  There are a 

number o f  c u l tu ra l  f a c t o r s  tha t have made i t  f o r  the e x is te n c e  o f  

conducive lea rn in g  c o n d it io n s  o f  a ccep tab le  sexual behaviour 

among teenagers . The r e s u l t  has been ignorance, m is in form ation  

and confusion  rega rd in g  sexu a l matters which are  r ip e  con d it ion s  

fo r  teenage pregnanc ies . These fa c to r s  a re  s o c ia l  change and i t s  

associated fa c to r s  o f  in d u s t r ia l i z a t i o n ,  u rb a n iza t ion , ru ra l 

urban m igra t ion , m odern iza tion  and the  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  fo r e ig n  

cu ltu ra l va lu es .  A l l  these have broken t r a d i t i o n a l  va lues , 

s o c ia l i z a t io n  forums, and the s t r i c t  s o c ia l  taboos th a t  re gu la te  

3exual behaviour among the  unmarried youth. In  the t r a d i t i o n a l  

s e t t in g ,  pregnancy was not a problem because, t r a d i t i o n a l l y  among 

the Kikuyu the g i r l s  were s e v e r e ly  punished by the t r i b a l  council 

and sent in to  Coventry. There s t r i c t  t r a d i t i o n a l  taboos, ru les  

and r i t u a l s  concern ing sexual in te rco u rse  and t h i s  prevented 

pregnancies among teen agers  (Kenyatta  1965, Muriuki 1975). Early  

marriage was expected  and encouraged to  avo id  pregnancy and c h i ld  

b ir th  o u ts id e  marriage (Muriuki 1975). There is  a ls o  lack o f  

c on tra c ep t iv e  use among teenagers . Given that the fam ily  

planning s e r v ic e s  were intended to  h e lp  married peop le  plan fo r  

th e ir  f a m i l i e s ,  g iv in g  the same s e r v ic e s  to  unmarried youths
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means san c t ion in g  o f  p r e -m a r ita l  sex r e la t io n s .  T h is  i s  a b i t  

discouraged ( Nook 1963). S tud ies in  o th er  pa rts  o f  the world  

have shown tha t the mere a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c o n t ra c e p t iv e s  to  

ado lescen ts/ teenagers  does not p reven t pregnancies. Marino 

(1977) argues that te en a ge rs  d on 't  use c o n tra c e p t iv e s  because 

they are  not a v a i l a b l e .  Bragoanier (1973 ) advances reasons fo r  

non-use as being P s y c h o lo g ic a l .  Other youth f e e l  th a t  i t  i s  

improper, wrong, and unromantic to  use c o n tra c e p t iv e s  w h ile  g i r l s  

think that i t  i s  debas ing  t h e i r  sexual organs.

2.1 Demographic f a c t o r s

Research by Njau and Lema (1988:8) r e v e a l  tha t the  mean age 

at f i r s t  in te rco u rse  was 13 years f o r  boys  and 14 y ea rs  fo r  g i r l s  

Segu lin  e t  a l . ,  (1 9 8 3 ),  Gachui, (1 9 7 4 ),  Magwa, (1 9 8 7 ),  Mugwe, 

(1989), Nyagah, (1989 ). Th is  is  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  f in d in g s  from 

other cou n tr ie s  th a t  ad o lescen ts  engage in  in te rcou rse  at ve ry  

tender ages and hence lea d s  to  pregnancy and drop-out f o r  g i r l s .  

In Kenya age a t  menarche i s  f a l l i n g .  T h is  has been j u s t i f i e d  by 

s tu d ies  done in p a r ts  o f  the country. Muroki from a study o f  the 

Luyia g i r l s  found out th a t  mean age a t  menarche was 14.3 years ; 

Gabrah (1985) and K.O. Rogo (1987), Mugane (1989 ), agree w ith  

th is  mean age. Muroki fu r th e r  argues th a t  the age a t  menarche i s  

in v e rs e ly  p rop o rt ion a l to  the socio-econom ic s ta tu s  o f  the 

fam ily , w ith  13.9 years f o r  high income bracket and 14.4 years 

fo r  low income brackets. Rogo e t  a l . ,  (1987) g iv e s  the  mean age 

at menarche has been due to  b e t t e r  n u t r i t io n  and improved h ea lth
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f a c i l i t i e s .  Young peop le  are now h e a l th ie r  and more s exu a lly  

ac t ive . Mugane (1989) found out th a t  there was r e la t io n s h ip  

between age a t  f i r s t  in te rco u rse  and pregnancy. The e a r l i e r  the 

age at in te rcou rse  and the  h igher the frequency , the h igher the 

risk o f  the  a d o lescen t  g e t t in g  pregnant. Frequency o f  

intercourse i s  a lso  in c reased  w ith  th e  age and c la s s  o f  the 

adolescents (Ferguson, 1988) and are r i s k  fa c t o r s .  Ferguson 

further argues th a t  most o f  the g i r l s  dropping from school tend 

to be r e l a t i v e l y  o ld e r .  In  h is  study 93.7  percent o f  the g i r l s  

who dropped out o f  s ch oo l were aged 15 and above. He argues that 

mixed schools had a c o n s is t e n t ly  h igher drop-out ra te s  than o ther 

schools and tha t day studen ts  have a h igher r is k  fa c t o r  than 

boarding students.

Frequency o f  in te rcou rse  i s  a lso  in f lu en ced  by 

g ir l/ b o y fr ie n d  r e la t io n s h ip  (Mugane, 1989). A c o r r e la t io n  

c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  b o y / g i r l f r i e n d  r e la t io n s h ip  and pregnancy was 

0.8. Th is  im p lie s  s tron g  c o r r e la t io n  between pregnancy and 

boy/g ir l  r e la t io n s h ip ,  hence dropping out f o r  the g i r l .

C on tracep t ive  p r a c t ic e  among the ado lescen ts  i s  ve ry  low 

(CBS, 1986), a lthough th e re  are in d ic a t io n s  th a t  the ra te s  are 

s l i g h t l y  h igh e r  among those  ye t to  be married. The unmarried 

favour c o n t ra c e p t iv e s  but on ly  11 percen t o f  the s ex u a l ly  a c t iv e  

reported hav ing used a form o f  c o n tra c e p t iv e s  (Ayayo e t  a l . ,  

1985). In  1977, the p rop o rt ion  using c o n tra c ep t iv e s  were 3.4 

percent among the under 20 years and 10.8 percent f o r  the 20-24 

age group (Garbrah, 1985).
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The p i l l  and condom continue to  be the most popu lar modern 

con tracep tive  methods among a d o lescen ts .  Nyagah (1989) in h is  

adolescent study in  Chogoria  Loca t ion , Meru D i s t r i c t ,  he found 

out that 95 percen t o f  the  ado lescen ts  g o t  pregnant a c c id e n ta l ly  

because they  d id  not have any knowledge o f  c on tra c ep t ion .  55 

percent o f  them re p o r ted  th a t  con tra c ep t ion  was a myth to  them. 

He confirm s tha t ad o lescen ts  have l i t t l e  knowledge o f  

con traception . Mugane (1989 ) found out th a t  on ly  1.7 percen t o f  

the ado lescen ts rep o r ted  hav ing  ever  used a c o n tra c e p t iv e  method. 

62.6 percent o f  the g i r l s  expressed a d e s i r e  f o r  fu r th e r  use. In 

sp ite  o f  the low use o f  c o n tra c e p t iv e ,  KFS found out that 

awareness o f  the means t o  prevent pregnancy among the genera l 

population was q u ite  h igh .

In conc lus ion , t h is  study w i l l  now t r y  to study the  cause o f  

drop-out f o r  boys and a ls o  the o th e r  soc io -econom ic , s o c io ­

cu ltu ra l and demographic fa c to r s  causing drop-out f o r  both g i r l s  

and boys.

2.2 CONSEQUENCES/IMPACT OF DROP-OUT AT INDIVIDUAL LEVEL 

2.2.1 Economic

The resea rch es  done so fa r  r e v e a l  consequences mainly on 

g i r l s  and not on boys, because they are  the ones who g e t  pregnant 

and th e r e fo r e  drop-out o f  schoo l. Some o f  the g i r l s  g e t  pregnant 

at such an e a r ly  age (9 years has been recorded a t  Kenyatta 

Hospita l , 1986). Such teenagers  s u f f e r  m a ln u tr it ion , anaemia, 

spontaneous abortions and even death, (WHO, 1980). They are
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others who abandon b a b ie s  because they are  n e ith e r  p h y s ic a l ly  or 

p sy ch o lo g ica l ly  ready f o r  motherhood and they a ls o  la c k  support.

The teenagers  who g e t  pregnant are  not ready f o r  b ab ies . So 

they are the  ones who a b o r t .  In  1983, out o f  28 percen t o f  

induced a b o r t ion s ,  26 p e rcen t  were o f  schoo l g i r l s  (Aggrawal and 

Mati, 1983). Pregnancy i s  a worldwide problem among teenagers 

ir r e sp e c t iv e  o f  c o lo u r ,  race  or c la s s .  I t  has th e r e fo r e  been 

considered to  be a v i o l a t i o n  o f  the norm ative ru le s  and th e re fo re  

defiance. Most o f  the female drop -ou t o f  school e ve ry  year 

because o f  pregnancy. These are the women who end up lo s in g  a l l  

the opportu n it ies  in  l i f e  and l i v e  poor to g e th e r  w ith  th e i r  

children (K h as ian i, 1985). They mainly do not a ch ieve  the l e v e l  

o f  education which can h e lp  them d eve lop  them selves. Although 

some wish to  con tinue  w ith  education, th ey  lack the opportu n ity . 

Their parents f e e l  tha t i t  i s  an added s t ra in  and so withdraw 

(Khasiani, 1985).

Outside A f r i c a ,  a study by Baldwin W.H. (1977, pp26).

Adolescent pregnancy and c h i ld -b e a r in g ,  growing concerns fo r  

Americans". Popu la tion  B u l l e t in  33.2, May 1977 pp 23-24, he says 

that g i r l s  want to  continue w ith  school f o r  formal educa tion , but 

not a l l  a re  a b le .  Th e ir  chances o f  employment are s l im  s ince the 

le v e l  o f  education  counts. In  Jamaica, the g i r l  i s  e x p e l le d  from 

school (Me N e i l ,  1983). Those who g e t  jobs  are those with

-athers o r  o ther r e l a t i v e s  to  in f lu en ce  the em ployers. Most o f  

‘ he g i r l s  a ls o  take to  s e c r e t a r ia l  jo b s  and not the job s  they 

would have wished to  have i f  they never  dropped out o f  school
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(Khasiani, 1985). Some choose to  s ta y  a t  home to  look a f t e r  

their baby and so they  remain econ om ica lly  poor.

Many o f  them cannot a f fo r d  to  a t ten d  c l i n i c s .  These g i r l s  

try to  ab o rt  on t h e i r  own and on ly end up in h o s p i ta l  to  complete

the ir  a b o r t ion . Dr Khasian i found th a t  3968 a b o r t ion s  are done

in Kenyatta H o sp ita l  in a year and most o f  them a re  induced by 

young women (K h as ian i,  1985).

2 .2 .2  S o c ia l

The g i r l s  a re  sep ara ted  by the parents and her good

re la t ion sh ip  w ith  her  b r o th e rs  and s i s t e r s  end. The fa m ily  f e e l s  

that they have been l e t  down by her. Some are chased away from 

home and go to  towns. Her teenage p e e rs  a lso  abandon her. So 

she f e e l s  lo n e ly  and needs r e h a b i l i t a t io n .

The s o c ie t y  a lso  a l i e n a t e s  her, f o r  example, the g i r l s  

school i s  changed so as not to  ‘ contam inate ' the o th e r  students 

(Khasiani, 1985). The teachers  f e e l  the g i r l  i s  impaired 

academ ica lly .

Boys and g i r l s  a re  exposed t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f i lm s  and

o p p o r tu n it ie s  tha t promote in te r e s t  and encourage exper im entation  

with sexua l f e e l in g s  and d e s ir e s .  So when they are chased from 

school, th e y  turn to  sugar daddies o r  sugar mummies. Th is i s  

most common in urban areas .

Grandmothers, uncles and Aunties no longer p la y  the major 

ro le  o f  educating youngster on the p h y s io lo g ic a l  o f  sexual
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maturation and sexual c o n t r o ls .  Teachers who are expected  to  

teach s o c i a l  e th ic s  are  • not w i l l i n g  to  do i t .  Some communities 

3 t i l l  p r a c t i c e  marriage o f  youngsters t o  o ld  men. So the drop­

outs are ens laved  to  them. Counse ll ing  o f  the youth i s  not there  

and more so those who le a v e  school about th e i r  p h y s io lo g ic a l  and 

psych o log ica l changes o f  growth and development.

Exposure to  Fam ily P lanning methods and s e r v ic e s  are not 

provided f o r  fe a r  o f  making them immoral (Dr Kigondu, Fred T. 

S a i , 1983, "P re fa c e ,  Fam ily  Planning methods and P r a c t i c e ,  A f r i c a

(1983 ).

The o th er  s o c ia l  problems the dropouts fa c e  i s  shame from 

the s o c ie ty .  To a vo id  t h i s ,  they t r y  t o  abort . Some succeed and 

o thers  d ie .  Some s u f f e r  com plication  o f  abo rt ion , f o r  example 

haemorrhage, p e l v i c  s e p s is ,  shock, trauma to  organs o f  

reproduction , te tanu s, secondary i n f e r t i l i t y ,  b lock  o f  fa l lo p ia n  

tubes, e c to p ic  pregnancy, ven erea l d iseases ,  f o r  example 

AIDS/HIV, c e r v ic a ld y s  p la s c ia  a s so c ia ted  w ith  e a r l y  sex and 

m u lt ip le  sexua l pa r tn e rs  (Dr H.C.G S an gh v i- le c tu re  g iv en  a t the 

U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N a iro b i ;  "M edical consequences o f  Adolescent 

F e r t i l i t y  in  Kenya" (u ndated ).

As a whole the young c h i ld  mother fa c e s  many s o c i a l ,  medical 

and economic problems and many o f  them choose to  d ie  /su ic id e  

( S innathuray, 1974). T h is  study i s  th e r e fo r e  to  in v e s t ig a t e  what 

happens t o  those who su rv iv e  and the boys who drop o f  schoo l.
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2.2.3 Demographic Consequences

I t  has been observed  tha t d e la y in g  onset o f  ch i ld b ea r in g  

beyond age twenty cou ld  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduce p opu la t ion  growth by 

lengthening the p e r io d  between g en e ra t ion  and decreas ing 

cumulative f e r t i l i t y  through a shortened  rep ro d u c t iv e  p er iod  

(Population r e p o r ts ,  1976 :63 ). The d rop -ou ts  f in d  themselves 

forced by c ircum stances t o  marry e a r ly  and g e t  c h i ld r e n  e a r ly .  

Therefore t h e i r  r e p ro d u c t iv e  l i f e  span is  longer and hence 

g rea te r  T .F .R  (P o p u la t io n  rep o r ts ,  1976:163). E a r ly  marriages 

are a lso  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by short b i r th  in t e r v a ls  (Menken, 1975). 

Drop-outs who ge t  c h i ld r e n  p rov ide  poor c h i ld  care because these 

mother are not exp e r ien ced  in  c h i ld  c a r e .  Th is  lea d s  to  high 

ch i ld  m orb id ity  and e v e n tu a l ly  m o r t a l i t y .  C on tra cep t ive  use is  

very low today by the youth in Kenya. I t  i s  more o r  le s s  the 

same with th a t  o f  19-79 (C on tra cep t iv e  P reva len ce  S u rvey )—  which 

was 8 percen t f o r  the youth between 15-19 years were pregnant. 

When a l l  women aged 15 to  49 are s tu d ied , the c u r r e n t ly  pregnant 

women p rop o rt ion  decreased  from 13 percen t in 1977 and 1978 to  11 

percent in  1984. Many o f  these pregnant women were teen agers  who 

end up dropp ing out o f  s ch o o l .

Taking in to  c o n s id e ra t io n  the p r o je c te d  popu la t ion  increases  

and o ther demographic in d ic e s ,  i t  was estim ated th a t  201,600 

b ir th s  were to  occur in teenage mothers in  the year 1986 in Kenya 

(Dr H. C.G. Sanghvi). The above l i t e r a t u r e  does not ta lk  much 

about male drop outs and the impact on them. T h e re fo re  th is  

study i s  j u s t i f i e d  to  in v e s t ig a t e  more about the causes and
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consequences/impact o f  d rop -ou ts  on both  sexes . I t  w i l l  a lso  

in v e s t ig a te  the sex which drops out more and the sex th a t  s u f fe r s

most.

N a irob i has a m u lt i - c u l tu ra l  s o c i e t y  and w i l l  con tinue being 

so. As i t  has a l l  the Kenyan communities who have come fo r  

various purposes e . g  t o  work, f o r  s tu d ies  e . g .  in  pu b lic  

u n iv e r s i t ie s  l i k e  K en ya tta , N a irob i and a ls o  p r iv a te  u n iv e r s i t i e s  

e.g. Daystar and U .S . I .U .  They a lso  come to look f o r  jobs  e .g .  

school le a v e r s  and sch oo l drop-outs. There are  o th e r  races  in 

Nairobi e . g .  the As ians  and the Europeans who have come fo r  

various reasons e . g  as t r a d e r s  and t o u r i s t s .  Others have been 

here since c o lo n ia l  time and have made N a irob i t h e i r  home. Due 

to s ta r t in g  o f  D i s t r i c t  Focus f o r  r u r a l  developments, many 

d is t r i c t s  can now o f f e r  good town l i f e ,  e . g  w ith  c lea n  water and 

e l e c t r i c i t y ,  good sch oo ls  are a lso  a v a i la b le .  L i f e  th e re  i s  a lso  

less expensive than N a ir o b i .  So urban ru ra l  m ig ra t ion  i s  tak ing  

place although the incoming i s  more than the ou tgo ing .

The gen e ra l  unemployment in  the country  has h i t  both sexes 

whether in  the ru ra l  a reas  or here in the c i t y .  So in  the c i t y  

there are peop le  o f  va r iou s  occupation e . g  th ere  a re  employers, 

employees, casual labou rers  and businessmen and women. There are 

those who a re  unemployed and are day in  and day out lo ok in g  f o r  a 

job. The a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  manpower has re su lte d  to  cheap labour 

and hence th e re  are  many people o f  low income. The schoo l drop­

outs f a l l  in  th is  c a te go ry  because most o f  them l e f t  school a t 

primary l e v e l  and o ther in  secondary. They are a ls o  u n sk il led

34



rS.B.1. LlBRAm 
UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI

and 30  chances o f  employment a re  v e r y  low. T h is  study i s  

there fo re  j u s t i f i e d  to  study the causes o f  dropp ing out o f  

school, what happens to  them and how the e n t i r e  s o c ie t y  can 

contribute to  so lve  the problem.

I choose N a irob i f o r  my study because d rop -ou ts  from the 

entire country  come to  N a ir o b i  f o r  v a r io u s  reasons ju s t  l ik e  the 

rest o f  the  peop le . N a ir o b i  being th e  b ig g e s t  urban cen tre  

a t tra c ts  bo th  students and drop-outs. (K in ya n ju i,  1977). From 

the respondents answers, we get a g e n e ra l  v iew  o f  the s o c io ­

economic and s o c io - c u l tu r a l  causes and impact dropping out has on 

these v ic t im s .  T h e re fo r e  recommendations g iv en  can be 

implemented a l l  o ve r  the country.

2.3 SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS:

Na irob i has 693 sq km and a d e n s i ty  o f  1,911. I t  i s  

situated a lm ost in  the cen tre  o f  the country a long  the Kenya 

Uganda r a i lw a y .  I t  i s  a c c e s s ib le  from a l l  pa rts  o f  the country 

by a l l  means o f  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  and communication. I t s  c l im a te  i s  

cool and a t t r a c t i v e .  I t s  a l t i tu d e  i s  from below 1500 metres 

above sea l e v e l  in  the extreme East and 167 metres above sea 

le v e l  a t the  c i t y  cen tre  in  the North West.

I chose N a irob i as my area o f  study f o r  va r io u s  reasons. 

One, the t im e  a l lo c a t io n  f o r  the study would not have a llow ed  me 

to do i t  e lsew h ere . Two, i t  was cheaper in  terms o f  t r a v e l l in g  

because i t  i s  easy to  g e t  many respondents w ith in  a short 

d is tan ce . Na irob i a lso  hav ing the h igh es t  urban popu la tion  is
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bound to  have more urban soc io -econom ic  and s o c io - c u l tu r a l  

problems than any o th e r  urban cen tre  f o r  example, i t  i s  more 

crowded, the  cos t  o f  l i v i n g  i s  h ig h e r ,  im m orality  i s  a lso  high 

because o f  t o u r is t s ,  pornography, f i lm s ,  and m ixture o f  many

cultures.

The study is  to  in v e s t i g a t e  the socio -econom ic  and s o c io ­

cu ltura l causes o f  s ch oo l drop-outs and a lso  in v e s t ig a t e  what 

becomes o f  these  d ro p -o u ts .  The method o f  ca rry in g  t h i s  out was 

through a q u e s t io n n a ir e .  Th ere fo re  due to  finance l im i t a t i o n ,  I 

administered the q u es t ion n a ire s  p e r s o n a l ly .  T h e re fo re  i t  

consumed more time th a t  expected . Most qu es t ion s  were a lso  

sen s it ive  and th e r e fo r e  some respondents were u n w i l l in g  to  answer 

them or even to  be in te rv ie w e d  a t  a l l .  Most o f  the respondents 

a lso wanted to  know whether a f t e r  answering the questions  or 

f i l l i n g  the  q u es t ion n a ire  w i l l  be he lped  e .g .  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  g e t  a 

job, be taken f o r  some t r a in in g  or be helped to  go back to  

school. When some found i t  was not go ing to  h e lp  them as 

in d iv id u a ls ,  they re fu sed  to  f i l l  the qu es t ion n a ire .

The o th e r  short-com ing was tha t some o f  the d rop-ou ts  d on 't  

know how to  read and w r i t e .  So the resea rch er  had to  do the 

reading, in t e r p r e t in g  i t  in to  the language they know best and 

then w r ite  down t h e i r  responses. This consumed much more time.

The q u es t ion s  on s e x u a l i t y  and ab o rt ion  were to o  s e n s i t iv e  

to be e a s i l y  answered by them. So the  researcher had to take 

time to  assure them that i t  was to  be kept c o n f id e n t ia l  and that 

is normal to  take sex. The resea rch er  found i t  e a s ie r  to
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administer these  q u es t ion n a ir e s  to  la d ie s  more than to  men -  most 

l ik e ly  because the re s ea rch e r  i s  a fem a le .

The resea rch er  in tended  to  have a random sample o f  between 

250-300 respondents. The sample s i z e  was chosen to  f i t  in the 

time and f in a n ce  l im i t a t i o n s  o f  the re sea rch er .

The r e s e a r c h e r 's  in te n t io n  was t o  have th is  sample at 

Eastleigh Youth Centre where youth (m o s t ly  sch oo l-d rop -ou ts )  go 

for en terta inm en t. The re sea rch e r  cou ld  not g e t  the sample s iz e  

and so made the resea rch  a N a irob i s tudy case. The researcher 

moved and go t  the respondents  from h o t e l  workers, h a i r  sa loons, 

and the house boys and house g i r l s  in  va r iou s  c i t y  e s ta te s .  

These p laces  and respondents  were chosen at random. Again the 

researcher took a l o t  o f  time because some o f  the respondents 

were busy and had to  be v i s i t e d  a second o r  th ird  t im e. F in a l ly  

a sample o f  128 boys and 144 g i r l s  was covered . G i r l s  turned out 

to be more because most o f  the respondents happened to  be 

females.

2.4 THEORETI CAL FRAMEWORK

The s o c ia l ,  economic demographic fa c to r s  do not a f f e c t  

dropping ou t d i r e c t l y ,  but through the proximate determ inants 

that is  through a s e r ie s  o f  b io l o g i c a l  and behaviour fa c t o r s  that 

determine exposure to  in te rco u rs e ,  sugar mummies/sugar daddies 

the p r o b a b i l i t y  tha t in te rcou rse  w i l l  lead to  pregnancy and 

c h i ld b ir th  (Popu lation  and Development Review V o l.4  No.1 , 1986).

C h i ld b ir th ,  exposure to  f r e e  money from the sugar mummies
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and daddies the income o f  the youths p a ren t ,  a t t r a c t i o n  by b e t t e r  

and b r igh t  c i t y  l i f e ,  typ e  o f  m arr iage , number o f  ch i ld ren  a 

• arent has h igh  r a te  o f  in -m ig ra t io n  -  a l l  lead  to  rap id  urban 

(c i t y )  growth.

The group a f f e c t e d  t o  a po in t o f  dropping out o f  school are 

the youth whose age ranges from 6-24 y e a r s .

As a r e s u l t ,  h igh  demand o f  b a s ic  needs e .g  food , water 

clothing e t c . ,  the overc row d ing  makes them desperate and many o f  

them due to  t h i s  exposure g e t  in vo lved  in  e a r ly  sex. As a r e s u l t  

;=ome get pregnant, a b o r t ,  g e t  v e n e re a l  d iseases , become drug- 

addicts, thus then lead s  t o  dropping out o f  schoo l.

The consequences o f  dropping out f o l l o w  them up e . g  some end 

up in ea r ly  m arr iages , c h i l d  labour, g o in g  to  towns ( c i t y  to seek 

for jobs and f i n a l l y  a l i f e  o f  f r u s t r a t io n s .  Here i s  where the 

en tire  s o c i e t y  should come in  and a s s i s t  to curb t h i s  problem 

e.g . the te a ch e rs ,  pa ren ts , s o c ia l  w orkers, NGOs, p ro fe s s io n a ls  

and government personnel should g iv e  a d v is e ,  counse l, and g iv e  

material support.
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Figure 1

1 .10 OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK



2.6 OPERATIONAL HYPOTHESES

1. Students from  s in g le  paren ts  are more l i k e l y  to  drop 

out o f  s ch oo l.

2. Students from low income pa ren ts  are  vu ln e ra b le  to  

dropp ing out than students from high income fa m i l i e s .

3. C h ild ren  from th e  1st w i fe  a re  more l i k e l y  to  drop out 

than the c h i ld r e n  o f  second, t h i r d  or fou rth  w i f e .

4. E a r ly  sex exp er ien ce  and p r a c t i c e  leads  to  pregnancy 

and hence dropp ing out o f  s ch o o l .

5. Dropping out o f  school leads  to  e a r ly  m arriage, c h i ld  

labour, more youth m igra t ing  from ru ra l to  urban ( c i t y )  

t o  earn a l i v i n g  th e re .

6. Dropping out o f  school le a d s  to a l i f e  f u l l  o f  

f r u s t r a t io n s  due to  la ck  o f  h igh  academic 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  la ck  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  t r a in in g ,  le s s  job  

o p p o r tu n it ie s  and hence tendency to  commit crimes.
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2.7 DEFINITIONS OF CONCEPTS:

1. Drop-out

It r e f e r s  to  a p u p i l  who leaves  sch oo l b e fo re  com p le tin g  the 

expected te rm in a l l e v e l .

( i )  I t  can r e f e r  t o  those p u p ils  who leave  prim ary school 

b e f o r e  com p le t in g  the expected  e ig h t  years education

( i i )  I t  a lso  r e f e r s  t o  those p u p i ls  who leave  schoo l a f t e r  

the  expected  e i g h t  years but f a i l  t o  go fu r th e r  e .g  

in to  secondary schoo l or any o th e r  academic in s t i tu t io n

( i i i  Those who lea ve  school b e fo r e  they s i t  f o r  th e i r  Form 

Four or Form S ix  examinations

(iv) Those who com plete Form Four o r  Form S ix  but c a n 't  

proceed fu r th e r  because o f  v a r io u s  problems

( v )  Those who go in to  p r o fe s s io n a l  in s t i t u t i o n s  or any 

c o l l e g e  a f t e r  graduating from standard e ig h t  or Form 

Four or Form S ix  and s t i l l  a re  unable to  complete these 

c o l l e g e s ,  even u n iv e r s i t y .
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2 . M a r i t a l  S ta tu s :

I t  in d ic a t e s  whether the paren ts  are s in g l e ,  married, 

separated, d iv o rc e d  o r  widowed.

3. O ccupation :

The r e g u la r  source o f  income o f  the respondents pa ren ts  e .g  

professional, s e l f - e m p lo y e d ,  employee, fa rm er or

bus i  ne ssman/woman.

4 . Incom e:

I t  i s  the amount o f  money the parent earns per  month or 

ann u a lly .

5. Menarche:

I t  i s  a stage in  which g i r l  becomes a woman by 

m enstruating.

6 . Age a t  f i r s t  in te rc o u rs e :

I t  means the age o f  the respondent at f i r s t  sexual 

in te rco u rs e  (age  in  y e a rs ) .
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7. Con tracept i v e :

I t  r e f e r s  t o  p reven t ion  o f  c o n tra c ep t ion . The means or 

methods used e i t h e r  to  d e la y  o r  prevent concep tion  are 

c a l l e d  c o n t r a c e p t iv e  methods o r  ju s t  c o n t ra c e p t iv e s .

T o ta l  F e r t i l i t y  Rate :

I t  i s  the mean number o f  b i r t h s  occurr ing  to  a woman 

who l i v e s  to  the end o f  her r e p ro d u c t iv e  l i f e  (1 5 -4 9 ).

Primary Education:

I t  i s  the low est form o f  fo rm al education in  Kenya and 

r e f e r s  to  c la s s e s  one I to  e i g h t  (8 ) .

8 :4 :4  System:

I t  i s  a "new" system in Kenya w ith  8 years in  primary 4 

in  secondary and 4 in u n iv e r s i t y .

Enrolment:

I t  i s  the en ro led  popu la tion  a f t e r  f u l f i l l i n g  the 

requirements o f  the education  a u th o r i t ie s .
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A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  S o c ia l :

I t  means th a t  many p h ys ica l s t ru c tu re s  have been put up 

ready f o r  use by those en ro led  in  the v a r io u s  c la sse s  

w ithout c o n g es t io n .

Cost o f  Education :

These a re  the f in a n c e s  asked f o r  by the schoo l a u th o r ity  

from paren ts  as a requ irem ent fo r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n 's  admission.

A d o le scen t :

I t  has no u n iv e rs a l  accepted d e f in i t i o n .  In many A fr ic an  

s o c ie t ie s ,  the  onset o f  puberty  i s  cons id ered  as the beg inn in g  o f  

adolescence which ends a t  m arriage. Age l im i t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  used 

by s o c ia l  and medical s c i e n t i s t s  and researchers  to  d e f in e  

adolescence. They d is t in g u is h  between e a r l i e r  phase o f

adolescence as 10-14 years  and la t e r  phase as 15-20 y e a rs ,  Gyepi, 

Garbrah, (1 9 8 5 ).  The W.H.O has adopted the age l im i t  as 10-20 

years. As th e re  i s  no c l e a r  cut boundary between ado lescence and 

youth, f o r  the purpose o f  t h is  study, ado lescen t w i l l  be taken 

between age 10-24 years .

Ado lescence:

I t  i s  used to  mean the p er iod  o f  p ro g re s s iv e  t r a n s i t io n  

between ch ildhood  and ad u lt  l i f e .
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CHAPTER THREE

3 . 0 .  DATA COLLECTION AND RESEARCH METHODS 

3.1 DATA AND SOURCE OF DATA

The study i s  based on primary d a ta . The study was ca r r ie d  

out in N a ir o b i .  The respondents comprised o f  men and women w ith  

ages ranging from 6-45 y e a rs .  These were go t  a t  E a s t le ig h  youth 

centre, h o t e l s ,  h a ir  sa loons  and housing e s ta te s  w ith in  the c i t y .  

There were 128 men and 144 g i r l s .  I t  was a random sampling. The 

researcher had an in t e n t io n  to  have equa l number o f  boys and 

girls but then r e s u l t s  were that g i r l s  were more than boys. Th is 

rep resen ta t iv e  sample should g iv e  an id e a  o f  the s o c io - c u l tu r a l  

and soc io -econom ic  f a c t o r s  lead ing  to  t h e i r  dropping out and a lso  

what happens to  them t h e r e a f t e r .

In  s e l e c t in g  the respondents, I in te rv iew ed  any male or 

female I came across  in the  saloons and a ls o  in the e s t a t e s .  Due 

to time and f in ance  l im i t a t i o n ,  I  used the  E as t le igh  Youth Centre 

since here , boys and g i r l s  go f o r  the en terta inm en t. I used to 

chose a l t e r n a te  days so as to  ge t  new respondents.

Th is  study was c a r r ie d  out using a qu es t ion n a ire  to  he lp  in 

e x tra c t in g  com p ilin g  in fo rm ation  and understanding the s o c ia l  

economic and demographic causes o f  d rop-ou ts  and what happens to  

them l a t e r .
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3.2 DATA ANALYSIS

A l l  th e  in fo rm a t ion  from the data was coded. The 

in formation was t r a n s la t e d  from words to  numerals in  the code 

sheets. A f t e r  a re -ch eck , the data was put in to  the computer.

The data  was ana ly zed  through s t a t i s t i c a l  tech n iqu es . These 

included the  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  d e s c r ip t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s  through out 

the data l i k e  a graph. C ro s s - ta b u la t io n s  were chosen as they 

were found to  g i v e  an o rd e r ly  p a t te rn  and i t  i s  the most 

convenient method in  producing good r e s u l t s  o f  numerical data. 

They a ls o  f a c i l i t a t e  a b e t t e r  understanding o f  such k ind  o f  data. 

Percentages and f r e q u e n c ie s  were a ls o  used.

3.3 LIMITATIONS OF DATA ANALYSIS

The s u b je c t  b e in g  on sch oo l-d rop -ou ts  d e a lt  w ith  people who 

never com pleted the l e v e l  o f  education  they expected  or the 

community exp ec ted . So t h i s  i s  a s e n s i t i v e  group o f  peop le and 

some o f  them c o u ld n 't  a g ree  to  be in te rv iew ed  w ithou t a promise 

that the re sea rch er  w i l l  h e lp  them ge t  a jo b  or some c a p i t a l  to  

s ta rt  a bus iness  o r go f o r  some p r o fe s s io n a l  t r a in in g .

The qu est ion s  on s e x u a l i t y  were a ls o  s e n s i t i v e  and I  had to  

assure the respondents th a t  the in fo rm a tion  w i l l  be p r iv a t e  and 

c o n f id e n t ia l .  As i t  i s  mentioned e a r l i e r  in th is  work, some o f  

these respondents dropped out o f  schoo l long time ago and in 

primary s ch o o l .  So the resea rch er  had to  read and in t e r p r e t  the 

qu est ionna ire  fo r  them and a lso  w r i t e  the answers responses gave. 

Some o f  them were workers in  s e n s i t iv e  p laces  e .g  houseboys and
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nouse g i r l s .  So the  re s ea rch e r  had to  go to  them at an 

appropriate t im e when they were not v e ry  busy.

Coding th e  data in to  the  code sh ee ts  a lso  consumed a l o t  o f  

time and was v e r y  t e d io u s .
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CHAPTER FOUR

4.0 RESEARCH FINDINGS AND RESULTS DISCUSSION.

The Kenya government has been do in g  and i s  s t i l l  doing 

everyth ing p o s s ib le  t o  e r a d ic a te  i l l i t e r a c y ,  d isease  and p over ty .  

Therefore, t o  reduce m o r ta l i t y  and d ev e lop  edu ca tion  are tow 

jo in t  n a t io n a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  Increase in  f e r t i l i t y  and f a l l  in 

child m o r t a l i t y  has made c h i ld  s u rv iv a l  p o s s ib le .  These ch ild ren  

have c o n tr ib u te d  to the youth  o f  ages 6-24 which i s  o f  school 

age. .' w t.h i te  ■

One o b j e c t i v e  o f  the f i r s t  Development Plan (1966-1970) was 

to p rov ide  u n iv e r s a l  education  through primary sch o o ls .  Free 

primary edu ca t ion  was t o  be used as a means o f  ach iev in g  

universal l i t e r a c y  which re su lted  in to  tremendous in f lu x  o f  

school age p op u la t ion  in to  primary s c h o o ls .  School p la ces  were 

not adequate and ed u ca t ion a l c o s ts  were in c o n s is te n t  w ith  

planning s in c e  the p rop o r t io n  o f  expend itu re  in  n a t io n a l  budget 

rose.

Educationa l f a c i l i t i e s  had to  be ra t io n ed  depending on the 

number o f  p u p i ls  and the co u n try 's  economic resou rces  which are 

channelled in to  education through the governm ent's  budget.

Free primary education  fo r  Standard 1-4 was in troduced  in 

1974 and i t  was to promote the long term o b je c t iv e  o f  u n iv e rsa l 

education in  Kenya. T h is  made enrolment ra te s  sh or t  up e .g  

Standard one enrolment shot up by 155% a l l  (n a t ion a l standard one 

enrolment). (M in is t ry  o f  Education Annual Report, 1974). The
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ch ild ren  who en ro led  in  N a ir o b i were o f  age s ix  y e a rs , but in  the 

rural areas, c h ild re n  o f  o v e r  s ix  yea rs  en ro led .

Demand f o r  e x t r a  c la s s e s ,  te a c h e rs , and o th er  equipments 

increased . So the governm ent had to  in crease  to  th e  n a tion a l 

budget to  cope w ith  the demands. The paren ts a ls o  s ta rted  

fe e l in g  the burden as tim e passed. When n e ith e r  the government 

nor the p a re n ts  cou ld  cope w ith  the demand, studen ts s ta r ted  

dropping ou t o f  s ch oo l. The h igh p op u la tion  growth ra te  o f  Kenya 

and N a iro b i a ls o  c o n tr ib u te d  to  studen ts dropping ou t.

The h igh  p op u la tion  grow th ra te  in  N a iro b i i s  caused by h igh 

f e r t i l i t y ,  f a l l i n g  m o r ta l i t y  and high in -m ig ra t io n . Th is  be ing 

so r e s u lts  in to  more p eop le  than the c i t y  can accommodate and 

more p eop le  than the  resou rces  and the f a c i l i t i e s .  So the youth 

in N a iro b i who are a lrea d y  in  school a re  a f fe c te d  because the 

government and the pa ren ts  can not a f fo r d  to  educate them, and 

ca ter fo r  o th e r  needs. T h is  th e re fo re  le a d s  to  schoo l d rop -ou ts.

The same pressu re i s  in  the ru ra l areas and when students 

drop-ou t, th ey  th ink  o f  th e  c i t y  where they hope to  g e t  jo b s . 

This adds to  c i t y  d rop -ou ts , and hence more in crea se  in c i t y  

popu la tion .

Th is  study is  to  f in d  out the socio -econom ic and s o c io ­

cu ltu ra l causes o f  school drop-ou ts who are a lrea d y  in  N a irob i 

and a lso  the consequences th a t fo l lo w  them.

49



4.1 SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS

The sample c o n s is ts  o f  272 men and women. (128 men and 144 

women) . These are d rop -o u ts  from a l l  o v e r  the cou n try  but were 

in N a irob i a t  th e  tim e o f  t h is  resea rch . The responden ts fa m ily  

background, f o r  example th e  m a r ita l s ta tu s  o f  th e  p a ren t, number 

of ch ild ren  th e  fa th e r  had, occupation  o f  the paren ts a re  some o f 

the fa c to r s  in f lu e n c in g  th e  premature term in a tion  o f  h is/her 

education. The in d iv id u a ls  sex ex p e r ien c e  knowledge and use o f  

co n tracep tive  are th e  o th e r  fa c to r s  causing the dropp ing out. 

A fter d ropp ing  out th ese  in d iv id u a ls  came to  N a irob i t o  look fo r  

jobs and a ls o  some came to  l i v e  w ith  r e la t i v e s  in  hope o f  g e t t in g  

a job  or do some p r o fe s s io n a l cou rse. I t  is  a t  t h is  p o in t the 

researcher g o t  them.

4.1 MARITAL STATUS OF THE PARENTS

T ab le  4 .1 : Frequency and Percen tage  o f  School D rop-outs.

Level o f  Education Frequency Percen tage

Primary 138 50.7

Secondary 128 47.1

Higher 6 2.2

Th is resea rch  found out th a t more students d rop -ou t a t 

primary l e v e l  o f  edu ca tion  than any o th e r  l e v e l .  That is  50.7%
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of the t o t a l  sample dropped a t  prim ary l e v e l  then 47.1% dropped 

at secondary l e v e l  o f  ed u ca tion  and 2.2% dropped a t  a h igh er 

level. The c lo s e  p e rcen tage  between prim ary and secondary drop­

outs is  due to  the fa c t s  th a t secondary l e v e l  o f  education  

fo llow s the prim ary age, and th is  i s  th e  ado lescen ce age when 

these stu den ts  a re  s e x u a lly  a c t iv e  (A yayo , 1985) (T a b le  1 .1 ) .

The m a r ita l  s ta tu s  o f  th e  paren ts a t t r ib u t e s  to  th e  dropping 

out. The f in d in g s  o f  t h is  resea rch  w ere th a t respondents from 

married p a re n ts  were more than any o th e r . 69% were th e  drop-ou ts 

from s in g le  mothers and 75% sa id  t h e i r  fa th e rs  w ere m arried. 

13.2% responden ts came from  widowed m others and 6.3% from  widowed 

fa thers . 9.6% and 11.4% came from sep ara ted  or d ivo rc ed  mothers 

and fa th e rs  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  F in a lly  7.7% and 3.7% came from s in g le  

mothers and fa th e rs  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  T h e re fo re  my f in d in g s  r e je c t  

the h yp o th es is  th a t s in g le  paren ts c o n tr ib u te  to  h ig h e r  numbers 

of drop -ou ts . Th is cou ld  be exp la in ed  by the fa c to r  th a t s in g le  

parents d o n 't  have many c h ild re n  and so they have le s s  fa m ily  

commitments. They th e r e fo r e  can a f fo r d  to  educate th e  few they 

have.

Table 4 .2  and 4 .3  dem onstrates the frequency and percen tage 

of the m a r ita l s ta tu s  o f  th e  mother and fa th e r  o f  the d rop -ou ts.
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Table 4 .2 :  Frequency and P ercen tage  o f  the M a r ita l  S tatus o f  

the M other.

Value Label Value Frequency P ercen tage

Not in d ic a te d 0 1 0 .4

S ingle 1 21 7 .7

Married 2 188 69.1

D ivorced/separated 3 26 9 .6

Widowed 4 36 13.2

T ab le  4 .3 :  Frequency and P e rcen tage  o f  M a r ita l S ta tu s o f

th e  F a th e r .

Value Label Value Frequency P ercen tage

jNot in d ic a te d 0 9 3 .3

I S ing le 1 10 3 .7

j Married 2 205 75.0

D ivorced/separated 3 31 11.4

• Widowed 4 17 6 .3

The widowed mothers have more d rop -ou ts 13.2% than the 

widowed fa th e rs  6.3% most probably because the Kenyan cu ltu re  has
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men as the ones who in h e r i t  p ro p e rty  o r  because the widowed women 

are in h e r ite d  by the husband 's b ro th e rs . So her c h ild r e n  are an 

added burden to  her new husband who m ight be a lrea d y  m arried . A 

research i s  th e r e fo r e  n ecessary  to  f in d  ou t the p a r i t y  o f  s in g le  

parents. A ls o  another resea rch  to  determ in e why c h ild r e n  o f  the 

widowed m others drop more than those o f  widowed fa th e r s .

9.6% a re  th e  d rop -ou ts o f  the d iv o rc e d  or sep ara ted  mothers 

and 11.4% a re  fo r  d iv o rc e d  o r  sep ara ted  fa th e rs . T h is  can be 

explained to  mean th a t may be the c h i ld r e n  loose  m otherly  lo ve  

and care  w hich  makes them drop-ou t o f  sch oo l. A re sea rch  is  

necessary t o  determ ine why more d rop -ou ts  a re  from d ivo rced , 

separated men. Another p o s s ib le  e x p la n a tio n  i s  th a t  th ere  are 

fewer s in g le ,  widowed, d ivo rc ed  o r  sep ara ted  p a ren ts  than the 

married. A ls o  th is  was a random sam pling o f  the respondents. 

This a grees  w ith  the f in d in g s  o f  M u r iik i R. 1992 on the m a r ita l 

status o f  th e  respondents o f  h is  re sea rch  on ad o lescen t f e r t i l i t y  

in Meru D i s t r i c t .  He found out th a t 75.1% o f  the respondents 

parents were m arried , 9.4% were from s in g le  paren ts, fa m ily  4.1% 

were from d iv o rc ed  p a ren ts , 4.4 from widowed pa ren ts  and 3.0% 

from separa ted  paren ts. T h ere fo re  in  a random sample, more 

respondents came from m arried  paren ts.

Th is re sea rch  a lso  found out th a t 71% (193) respondents came 

from mothers who a re  f i r s t  w ives . 20.6% (56 ) came from second 

w ife , 4.4% (1 2 ) from th ir d  w ife ,  and 1.1% (4 ) from fo u rth  w ife .  

Therefore i t  appears th a t most o f  the m arriages are monogamous, 

and that i s  why most drop outs are  from 1st w ives . The o th er
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explanation  i s  th a t may be the f i r s t  w i f e  and her c h ild re n  are 

ignored when the  husband m a rr ies  another w i f e .  The w ea lth  o f  the 

man is  a ls o  s t ra in e d  cau sin g  the d rop -o u t.

T a b le  4 .4  dem onstrates the type  o f  m arriage the respondents 

came from .

T a b le  4 .4 :  Frequency and Percen tage  o f  Type o f  M arriage.

Value L ab e l Va lue Frequency P ercen tage

Not in d ic a t e d 0 8 2 .9

F ir s t  w i fe 1 193 71.0

Second w i fe 2 56 20.6

Third w i fe 3 12 4 .4

Fourth w i fe 4 3 1.1

p o s i t iv e ly  th e  dropping ou t o f  s ch o o l. In  th is  resea rch , the 

bulk 59.9% where the d rop -ou ts  came from  were homes w ith  5 to  8 

ch ild re n . 18.4% came from homes between 1-4 c h ild r e n , and 16.2% 

from homes w ith  9-12 c h ild re n . 4.3% came from homes w ith  13 to  

19 c h ild r e n . F igu re 2, 3 and ta b le  2 .5  dem onstrates t h is .
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Figure 3
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Table 4 .5 : No. o f  C h ildren  a Father has.

Children a fa th e r  has No. o f  responden ts P ercen tage

0 3 1.1

1 3 1.1

2 6 2.2

3 16 5.9—
4 25 9.2

5 47 17.3

. 6 45 16.5

7 43 15.8

8 28 10.3

9 18 6.6

10 16 5.9

j 11 4 1.5

12 6 2.2

1 13 2 0.7
f

14 2 0.7

| 15 1 0 .4

fe 1 0 .4

17 2 0.7
18 2 0.7
19 2 0.7

The exp la n a tion  fo r  t h is  is  th a t the more the c h ild re n  one 

has, the more the expenses and th e r e fo r e  the harder i t  i s  to  

provide f o r  t h e ir  needs. Hence some drop-ou t o f  s ch o o l. Th is 

research r e v e a ls  th a t from  the 5th c h i ld ,  the number o f  drop-ou ts 

increases. Th is  i s  when the c h i ld r e n 's  needs in  school are
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higher and th e  paren t c a n 't  cope w ith  th e se  needs and hence some 

drop ou t. From the 9 th  c h i ld  onwards, th e  drop-ou ts decrease to  

16.2% may be by t h is  tim e th e  e ld e r  c h i ld r e n  a s s is t  th e  paren ts 

to ra is e  the o th e rs . Th is  agrees  w ith  K hasian i (1985) th a t drop­

outs a re  used by t h e i r  p a ren ts  to  a s s is t  them. T h is  research  

revea ls  th a t 4.3% were th e  d rop -ou ts from p a ren ts  w ith  13 

ch ild ren  to  19 so i t  i s  a kind to  con firm s th a t the e ld e r  

brothers and s i s t e r  a s s is t  t h e i r  pa ren ts  to  r a is e  up th e  younger 

brothers and s is t e r s .

4.3 OCCUPATION OF THE PARENTS

Most o f  th e  respondents (51.5%) came from mothers who were 

farmers, then  31.3% came from bu s in ess  women, 10.5% came from 

regu la r  em ployees and 4.4% from em p loyers . 0.7% came from any 

other occu p a tion  and 1.5% d id n 't  in d ic a te  the mothers occupation . 

This means th a t  the fa rm ers in d ica ted  h ere  are ju s t  peasants who 

are not a b le  to  produce enough fo r  a l l  the needs o f  the fa m ily  

plus ed u ca tion . M u r i ik i 's  research  in  Meru D is t r ic t  (1992) found 

the same th in g  th a t the fa rm e r 's  daughters (16%) go t pregnant and 

dropped ou t o f  sch oo l. They were fo llo w e d  by daughters o f  

business and re gu la r  em ployees. T h is  con firm s th e  hypothes is 

that the occu pation  (in com e) o f  the paren ts in flu en c es  the 

d ropp ing -ou t.
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d rop -o u t cases by m others occu p a tion .

Table 4 .6 : Frequency and Percen tage d is tr ib u t io n  o f

M other's o ccu p a tion Frequency P ercen tage

Not in d ic a te d 4 1.5

Farmer 140 51.5

Regular em ployee 29 10.5

Employer 12 4 .4

Business woman 85 31 .3

Any o th e r 2 0 .7

Table 4 .7 : Frequency and Percen tage d is t r ib u t io n  o f  drop-ou t
cases by f a t h e r 's  o ccu p a tion .

! F a th e r 's  occu pa tion Frequency Percen tage  j

Not in d ic a te d 18 6 .6

j Farmers 102 37.5
I--------------------------------------
j Regular em ployee 88 32.4

1 Employer 37 13.6

j Businessman 25 9 .2

Any o th e r 2 0.7

From th e  ta b le  above, again  d rop -ou ts  from the farm ers are 

more, 102(37.5% ) than p eo p le  o f  o th er  occu pation s. Th is is  

because th ey  a re  the low income p eo p le . They are fo llo w e d  by 

regu lar em ployees 88(32.4% ) who are a many w ith  low income a ls o . 

Employers 37(13.6% ) fo llo w e d  by businessmen have le s s  drop -ou ts. 

Those have a h igh er income than the farm ers so th e ir  c h ild re n  are 

ro t  l ik e ly  to  drop-ou t o f  school because o f  f in a n c ia l  needs. 

This again  agrees  w ith  th e  h ypothes is  th a t the income o f  the
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parents which depends on h is  occu pation  in flu en c es  th e  dropping 

out o f s c h o o l. As quoted above th ese  f in d in g s  a g rees  w ith  th a t

of M u riik i (199 2 ) which w ere o f  pa ren ts  o f  Meru D i s t r i c t .

4.4 SEX EXPERIENCE

32% o f  th e  respondents had th e ir  1st sex exp er ien ce  by 5 

years. 46% had 1st sex ex p er ien ce  between 16-20 y e a rs . 2 .6  had 

sex e x p e r ie n c e  from 21 y e a rs  onwards. 19.5 respondent d id n 't  

respond to  t h i s  qu estion . T h ere fo re  about a th ird  o f  those who 

leave prim ary  have had sex  exp er ien ce . H a lf o f  49.2% had sex 

experience a f t e r  prim ary sch oo l. So by the tim e th ey  com plete 

both prim ary and secondary school l e v e l s  o f  education  81.2% have 

had sex  e x p e r ie n c e . The mean age th a t f i r s t  in te rc o u rs e  by a l l  

the responden ts  was 12.6 . Th is  th e r e fo r e  means th a t many 

students e s p e c ia l ly  g i r l s  stand a r is k  o f  g e t t in g  pregnant and 

hence d rop p in g  out o f  s ch o o l. Age a t  menarche has fa l le n  in 

Kenya. A ccord in g  to  s tu d ie s  done in  p a r ts  o f  the cou n try , fo r  

example by Muroki (1985) in  a study o f  th e  Luhyia g i r l s  found out 

that mean age a t menarche was 14.3 y e a rs , Gabrah (1 9 8 5 ), K.O. 

Rogo (1 9 8 7 ), Mugane (1 9 8 9 ), agree w ith  th is  mean age . Muroki 

fu rth er argues th a t the age a t menarche i s  in v e rs e ly  p ro p o rt io n a l 

to the soc io -econom ic s ta tu s  o f  the fa m ily ,  w ith  13.9 years ( f o r  

high income) and 14.4 yea rs  ( f o r  how incom e) Rogo e t .  a l . ,  (1987) 

exp la ins th a t the mean age a t menarche has fa l le n  due to  b e t te r  

n u tr ition  and improved h e a lth  f a c i l i t i e s .  Th is  resea rch  agrees 

with these e a r l i e r  f in d in g s  and th is  exp la in s  why the age o f
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menarche has f a l l e n  as low  as n ine y e a rs  (K en ya tta  N a tion a l 

H osp ita l). Young p eop le  a re  now h e a l th ie r  and so more s ex u a lly

active.

Th is re sea rch  found th a t  the mean age o f  having a fr ie n d  o f  

the op p os ite  sex  was 12.7 . H a lf o f  th e  respondents (52.2% ) had 

friends o f  th e  o p p o s ite  s ex . So the age o f  menarche b e in g  so and 

mean age o f  f i r s t  in te rc o u rs e  being 12.6 and more than h a l f  have 

friends o f  th e  op p os ite  s ex , then the r is k  o f  g e t t in g  pregnant 

and hence d rop p in g  out o f  school i s  v e r y  h igh . These fin d in g s  

agrees w ith  th ose  o f  Mugane (198 9 ). He found out th a t  th ere  was 

re la t io n s h ip  between age a t  f i r s t  in te rc o u rs e  pregnancy. The 

e a r l ie r  the age a t  f i r s t  in te rc o u rs e  and the h igh er the

frequency, th e  h igh er th e  r is k  o f  the a d o lescen t g e t t in g  

pregnant. Frequency o f  in te rco u rse  i s  a ls o  in crea sed  w ith  age 

and c la s s  o f  th e  respondent e .g  39% who were the m a jo r ity  s ta r ted  

3ex la t e  betw een  ages 16-18 yea rs . T h e re fo re  m a jo r ity  (57%) o f  

them have exp er ien ce  in  th e ir  secondary school l e v e l .  Th is  

fin d in g  a g rees  w ith  Ferguson (1988) who argued th a t most o f  the 

g ir ls  (19.3% ) who dropped from school tended to  be r e la t i v e ly  

older -  aged 15 years and above. Ferguson a lso  argued th a t mixed 

schools had a c o n s is te n t ly  h igh er d rop -ou t ra te s  than o th er 

schools and th a t day stu den ts  have a h igh er r is k  fa c to r  than 

boarding stu den ts . H is arguments a lso  p e r fe c t ly  a g rees  w ith  my 

find ings because 31% o f  th e  respondents sa id  they had sex w ith  

the ir b o y / g ir l fr ie n d  and th e ir  c o itu s  frequency was h igh  (38.9%) 

when they come from board in g  sch oo ls . Mugane (1989) had s im ila r
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find ings because he sa id  th a t  frequ en cy  o f  in te rc o u rs e  is  a ls o  

influenced by g ir l/ b o y  fr ie n d  r e la t io n s h ip .  He found a

co rre la tio n  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  b o y / g ir l  fr ie n d  r e la t io n s h ip  and 

pregnancy was 0 .8  which im p lie s  s tro n g  c o r r e la t io n  between 

pregnancy and b o y / g ir l  r e la t io n s h ip ,  and hence d ropp ing out fo r  

the g i r l .  The above f in d in g s  th e r e fo r e  con firm  the hypotheses 

that e a r ly  sex  experien ce  and p r a c t ic e  leads to  pregnancy and 

hence d rop p in g  out o f  s ch o o l.

4.5 CONTRACEPTIVE KNOWLEDGE:

T h is  stu dy found out th a t about two th ird s  (68.4% ) o f  the 

respondents have the g en e ra l knowledge o f  c o n tra c e p t iv e s . The 

other one th i r d  (31.6% ) s a id  they have never had and so know 

nothing about c o n tra c e p t iv e s .

Table 4 .8 : Frequency and P e rcen tage  o f  Knowledge o f

C o n tra cep tiv es .

1--------------------- r - — Tg-n
Value Label

U —

Value Frequency Percen tage

Those who know (Y es ) 1 186 68.4

Those who d o n 't  know

(No)
1

2 86 31.6

T h e ir  knowledge was through ra d io  (9 .6% ), fr ie n d s  (15.4% ), 

hosp ita l (6 .6 % ), book (2 .9 % ), advertisem en t (1.1% ) and f in a l l y ,  

through tea ch ers  and sem inars (16 .2% ). From these  fin d in g s ,
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general knowledge is  a verage  tak in g  in to  account th a t th e  modern 

methods o f  comm unication a re  v e ry  h igh  and good. Through mass 

media, l i t e r a t u r e  o f  a l l  k in ds s o c ia l  w ork ers , p u b lic  and p r iv a te  

h osp ita ls  and d is p e n s a r ie s  and c l i n i c s ,  m a jo r ity  should be 

knowing about th ese  methods. These responden ts were not f u l l y  

exposed by th e  tim e they dropped out o f  s ch o o l.

Comparing w ith  th e  Kenya Demographic H ealth  Survey (KDHS) o f 

1993 (P r e l im in a r y  R ep o r t), 96% o f  women o f  age 15-19 had heard o f  

at le a s t  one method o f  Fam ily P lan n in g , but these w ere m arried 

women. So th e  respondents in  th is  stu dy a re  not as exposed 

because Fam ily P lanning methods a re  n o t a llow ed  to  be taught in  

schools. A ls o  these methods are m ain ly and o f f i c i a l l y  meant fo r  

the m arried  p eo p le . T h e re fo re  th e re  i s  need to  expose the youth 

in school and out o f  s ch o o l, whether m arried  or n o t to  these 

co n tra c ep tiv e s . T h is  w i l l  m inim ise th e  ignorance and h e lp  to  

curb pregnancy among g i r l s  in  school and so h inder dropp ing out 

o f school f o r  th is  reason . C on tra cep tiv e  p ra c t ic e  has been found 

to be v e ry  low  among the a d o lescen ts  (CBS, 1986).

Th is  resea rch  found th a t th ose  who have eve r  used 

con tra cep tiv es  were 39.7% and 60.3% have never used. From KDHS 

(1993) 56% o f  a l l  c u r r e n t ly  m arried women aged 15-49 years in  

Kenya have e v e r  used. Urban use o f  modern c o n tra c e p t iv e s  is  38% 

and in the ru r a l areas c o n tra c e p t iv e  use i s  26%. Comparing the 

con tracep tive  use o f  the respondents in  th is  resea rch  and the 

KDHS o f 1993, the c o n tra c ep tiv e  use i s  not h igh  and th e re fo re  

unless the youth in  and ou t o f  school a re  exposed more drop-ou ts
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w il l  con tin u e in  prim ary and secondary sch oo ls . In  1977, the 

p roportions u s in g  c o n tr a c e p t iv e s  were 3 .4  p ercen t among the under 

op ”  1 p p fo r  t.he 70 24 age group (Garbrah, 

1985). T h is  re sea rch  found th a t 20.6% have used c o n tra c e p t iv e  in  

primary sch oo l l e v e l ,  18.4% in  secondary schoo l l e v e l  and 0.7 in  

higher. The e x p la n a tio n  i s  th a t more responden ts w ere drop-ou ts 

from p ry  s c h o o l,  then secondary and f i n a l l y  h ig h e r  l e v e l .  

Otherwise i t  does not mean th a t  those responden ts from pry school 

leve l  use c o n tra c e p t iv e s  more than o th e r  l e v e ls .  I t  on ly  means 

that th ey  w ere more in  th e  sam pling. M a jo r ity  (76.8% ) o f  the 

respondents exp ressed  w i l l i n g  to  use c o n tra c e p t iv e s  in  the 

fu tu re . Only 23.2% sa id  th ey  w i l l  not use c o n tra c e p t iv e s  in  the 

fu tu re . These f in d in g s  a g ree  w ith  th o se  o f  C en tra l Bureau o f  

S t a t i s t i c s  (CBS, 1986) th a t  the unm arried a d o lescen t expressed 

wish to  use c o n tra c e p t iv e s  in  the fu tu re . Although th e  unmarried 

favour c o n tra c e p t iv e s , o n ly  11% o f  the s ex u a lly  a c t iv e  reported  

having used a form o f  c o n tra c e p t iv e s  (A yayo , 1985). The f in d in g s  

confirm  the hypotheses th a t  the low er th e  education  le v e l ,  the 

lower th e  c o n tra c e p t iv e  knowledge and th e  lower the c o n tra c e p t iv e  

use. T h is  th e re fo r e  lead s  to  a h igh  r is k  o f  pregnancy to  the 

youth in  sch oo l and hence dropp ing out o f  sch oo l.

The resea rch  found out that 34.4  o f  the respondents have 

ever been pregnant and 43.1% have never been pregnant. 12.5% d id  

not in d ic a te  whether th ey  have ever been pregnant or n ot. 

According to  th is  resea rch  then pregnant cases can be a t tr ib u te d  

to e a r ly  age o f  sex  ex p er ien ce , b o y / g ir l  fr ie n d  r e la t io n s h ip ,
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frequency o f  c o itu s  and f i n a l l y  low  c o n tra c e p t iv e  knowledge and 

use. O ther f in d in g s  have supported t h is  con c lu s ion  as quoted 

e a r l i e r .  Pregnancy u lt im a te ly  leads to  d ropp ing-ou t o f  sch oo l; 

ch i ld  b ir th ,  a b o r t io n  and o th e r  problem s which w i l l  be examined 

in th is  re s e a rc h .

4.6 SOCIO-ECONOMIC, SOCIO-CULTURAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC IMPACT/

EFFECTS OF DROPPING-OUT ON THE INDIVIDUAL:

4 .6 .1  Demographic

M a jo r it y  (88.6% ) the respondents o f  th is  resea rch  were not 

m arried . O nly 5.1% were m arried . Among those who w ere m arried 

23.0% m arried  between 16-21 years . 3.8% m arried between 22-35 

years. T h is  means a lthough these respondents dropped out o f  

school, they were not in  a hurry to  be m arried . T h e ir  responses 

to when they in tend  to  marry shows th ey  were not in  a hurry to  

marry. 12.7% are  those who wish to  marry from age 24 years and 

below. 75% are  those who w ish to  marry from age 25 to  age 45. 

12.3% d id n 't  respond to t h is  qu estion . The mean age th ey  wish to  

marry is  24.0%.

M arriage in  demographic surveys and census in  Kenya re v e a l 

that age a t  f i r s t  m arriage has been r is in g ,  e .g  in  1989 KDHS 

revea l that 16% o f  c h ild  b ea r in g  age had never m arried . 67% were 

married by then  and 7% were e ith e r  widowed, d ivorced  o r  no lon ger 

l iv in g  to g e th e r  (s e p a ra te d ). Th is KDHS survey o f  1989 and o th er 

demographic surveys shows that women in  Kenya used to  marry
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early . Th is  i s  q u ite  c o n tra ry  to  the f in d in g s  o f  t h is  research  

whereby women who s a id  th ey  were m arried  were ve ry  few  5.1% or 

2.3% m arried  between ages 16-21 y e a rs . The r e s t  (3 .8% ) between 

22-35 y e a rs .

To compare those who marry a t d i f f e r e n t  c o h o r ts , the 1989 

KDHS r e v e a ls  th a t  80% m arried  between ages  15-19. 11% m arried

between ages 15-29. 2% m arried  between ages  45-49. In  g en e ra l,

a l l  th ose  who rep o rted  th a t they were m arried  were 87% in  age 35- 

39. However, the age o f  women who had n eve r  m arried in creased  in  

every age groups which le a d s  to  the f in d in g s  o p p o s ite  o f  th is  

research  whereby the number o f  the m arried  in crease  in  eve ry  age 

group (upwards -  from  .5 t o  4 9 . ) .  The ta b le  2. below  confirm s 

th is .

Table 4 .9 : Percen tage  o f  women who have never m arried  a t the
tim e o f  v a r io u s  su rveys & census, by age groups, 
Kenya, 1989.

Age 1962
Census

1969
Census

1977
LNDS

1977/78
KFS

1979
Census

1984
KCPS

1989
KDHS

! 15-19 55 64 71 72 71 74 80

1 20-24 13 18 22 21 25 24 32

|25-29 5 6 6 4 9 6 11

30-34 3 4 3 1 5 4 5

35-39 2 3 2 1 3 2 3

40-44 2 3 1 1 3 1
2

| 45-49 2 3 1 0 2 1 2

Source: C en tra l Bureau o f  S t a t is t ic s ,  1984, Tab le 4 .4

The above ta b le  shows the trend  in  the p rop o rtio n  o f  women

6 6



reported as n ever m arried  by age from  p a s t censuses and surveys 

la Kenya. I t  i s  ev id en ce  th a t  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  women under 30 

who have n eve r  m arried  has been in c r e a s in g  fo r  e ve ry  age group 

over the  KCPS data . For example th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  women 15-19

who have n eve r  m arried  in creased  from 74% in  1984 to  80 percen t

in 1989 and the  p ro p o r t io n  in  age group 20-24 ro s e  from 24 

percent in  1984 to  32 p e rcen t in  1989. There i s  a ls o  a notab le  

increase  in  th e  p ro p o rt io n  never m arried  fo r  women aged 25-29, 

from 6 in  1984 to  11 p e rcen t in  1989. These o b se rva tion s  suggest 

that age a t  f i r s t  m arriage in  Kenya is  in c re a s in g . Above age 25, 

the p r o p o r t io n s  o f women rem ain ing s in g le  are too  sm all to  decern 

any t r e n d  o v e r  tim e. The reasons beh ind  th is  tren d  in  th is

research  i s  th e  edu ca tion  le v e l  because most o f  them have

completed prim ary l e v e l  and above. A lso  the socio-econom ic 

fa c to r  because -  as found in  the re s ea rch , most o f  them dropped 

out because o f  f in a n c ia l  problem s. The fa th e r  e i th e r  had many 

ch ild ren  o r was polygamous. The o th er reason fo r  t h is  d e lay  in  

time o f  m arriage  i s  the f a c t  th a t th ese  drop-ou ts have come to  

the c i t y  and th e re fo r e  have the urban in flu e n c e . They are more 

exposed to  the knowledge and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c o n tra c e p t iv e s . 

They a re  a ls o  exposed to  b e t t e r  edu ca tion  f a c i l i t i e s  and should 

they go back to  sch oo l, ( o r  c o l le g e )  th a t  d e lays  m arriage. Job 

o p p o rtu n it ie s  are h igh er in  the c i t y  a ls o  and so as th ey  look  fo r  

jobs, and f i n a l l y  g e t  them and s e t t l e  down, m arriage i s  de layed .

These drop-ou ts w ish to  have v e ry  sm all fa m i l ie s .  41.1 

percent w ish to  have two ch ild re n , 30.5% wish to  have th ree
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ch ild ren , 16.2% w ish to  have fou r c h i ld r e n , 5.6% w ish  to  have 

five plus c h i ld r e n ,  2.6% w ish to  have one c h i ld ,  4% d id n 't  

in d ica te  the number they w ish  to  have. A lthough i t  i s  not a 

r e a l i t y  y e t ,  i t  i s  q u ite  a f a l l  in  the number o f  c h ild re n  to  be 

in fa m il ie s  comparing w ith  the h igh  number o f  c h ild re n  in  

fa m ilie s  c u r r e n t ly  and in  the p ast. A ccord in g to  th e  KDHS o f  

1989, the m others who had some primary edu ca tion  re p o r ted  to  have 

had 8 .0  number o f  c h ild re n  eve r born (CEB). Those who had 

completed p rim ary  ed u ca tion  had 7.3% c h ild re n  eve r born  (CEB). 

Secondary and above l e v e l  o f  education  had 4.7 c h ild re n  ever born 

and 7 .4  c h ild r e n  e v e r  born were from mothers o f  no edu ca tion  a t 

all. In  th e  urban, women had f i v e  l i v e  b ir th s  and in  the ru ra l 

they had seven  (by th e ir  ages 40-49 ). So even i f  th e re  were any 

b ir th s , th ese  mothers were s t i l l  l e f t  w ith  q u ite  a b ig  number o f  

ch ild ren  because a v a i l a b i l i t y  and a c c e s s ib i l i t y  o f  m edical 

f a c i l i t i e s  w ere alm ost as good as they a re  today in  most p a rts  o f  

the cou n try . T h e re fo re , th ese  d rop -ou ts  wish might be r e a l is e d  

because the resea rch  shows th a t they w ish  to  marry la t e  and a lso  

they are in  an urban a rea  where th e  knowledge about b ir th  

co n tro l, s k i l l s  in  i t s  p r a c t ic e  and d eg ree  o f  access to  the most 

e f f e c t iv e  means are a v a i la b le .  F ive  yea rs  b e fo re  the KDHS o f  

1989, N a irob i had 4 .6  T o ta l  F e r t i l i t y  r a t e  which was the low est 

in the country to  these d rop -ou ts  hopes m ight be r e a l is e d .  A lso  

s o c ia lly  p eop le  in  towns are  becoming more and more 

in d iv id u a lis t ic  such th a t in flu en ce  by the in - la w s  and o th er 

family members is  le s s .  Econom ica lly , th ese  fu tu re  pa ren ts  would
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wish even to  have few er c h ild re n  due to  th e  h igh  c o s t  o f  l i v in g  

i f  they are to  have any q u a l i t y  l i f e  f o r  them selves and th e ir

ch ild ren .

4 .6 .2  Education

From t h i s  resea rch , 73.2% o f  the respondents w ish th e ir  

ch i ld ren  to  g e t  u n iv e r s ity  l e v e l  o f  ed u ca tion . 13.6% wish th e ir  

ch i ld re n  to  a t t a in  Form fo u r  le v e l  o f  ed u ca tion , 5.5% wish th e ir  

ch i ld ren  to  a t ta in  any c o l le g e  t r a in in g  course a f t e r  e ith e r  

primary or secondary l e v e l  o f  education  7.6% d id  not respond to  

th i3  q u e s t io n . So we see the va lu e  o f  education  i s  r e a l ly  in 

them a lthou gh  they f a i l e d  to  a t ta in  th e  h igh es t e x p ec ta t io n s . 

These d ropou ts r e a l is e  and agree w ith  th e  idea th a t development 

o f human resou rces  fundam entally depends on the le v e l  and 

in te n s i t y  o f  fo rm al, non-form al and in form a l education  and 

t ra in in g .  Th is  r e a l is a t io n  a ls o  a g rees  w ith  th e  p o l i t i c a l

independent Kenya which has had more than ten  rev iew s  o f 

education and t ra in in g  system s by S p e c ia l Commissions and Working 

P a r t ie s .  (Developm ent P lan 1989-1993).

Th is  resea rch  a lso  found th a t more than h a l f  o f  the students 

53.3% l e f t  sch oo l because o f  f in a n c ia l problem s. 23.9% sa id  tha t 

they f e l t  con ten ted  by th e  primary (s tandard  e ig h t )  education  or 

by the secondary (Form fo u r  or s ix )  edu ca tion . They were now 

looking fo r  t r a in in g  o r jo b .  2.6% l e f t  because o f  pregnancy. 

1.9% l e f t  because th e ir  paren ts wanted them to  a s s is t  e i th e r  at 

nome or in  t h e i r  b u s in esses , 7.0% dropped out because they fa i l e d
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exam inations and 1.8% due to  t r ib a l  c la s h e s . The r e s t  4% l e f t  

because te a c h e rs  were hush on them and so they f e l t  hated and 

bored. 5.5% d id n 't  respond to  th is  q u es t io n .

T h e r e fo r e  the f in a n c ia l  problem seems to be q u ite  a major 

problem because even those 23.9% hoping t o  go fo r  t r a in in g  might 

not go becau se o f  s im ila r  problem s. S in ce  th is  is  a p e r s is te n t  

problem more resea rch  ought to  be c a r r ie d  out to  f in d  out ways 

and means o f  s o lv in g  i t  to  p reven t these you n gsters  from 

te rm in a t in g  t h e i r  edu ca tion  l e v e l  p re -m a tu re ly .

The governm en t's  e f f o r t s  to  shou lder the burden was 

im poss ib le  and cos t sh a rin g  was in trod u ced  by the S ess ion a l Paper 

No.3 o f  1988. Yet i t  has not s o lv e d  the problem and so the 

e n t ir e  community has to  come in and a s s is t  (Developm ent P lan  

1989-93).

The f in d in g s  th e r e fo r e  r e je c t  the h ypo th es is  th a t  dropping 

out o f  s ch o o l e a r ly  lead s  to  e a r ly  m arriage , i t  a ls o  r e je c t s  the 

idea o f  c h i ld  labour s in ce  these youth a re  u n s k ille d , young and 

there a re  many o f  t h e ir  cou n terp a rts  who are h igh ly  learned  and 

t ra in ed  p r o fe s s io n a ls .  However, i t  a g rees  w ith  the id ea  tha t the 

drop-ou ts m ig ra te  to  urban cen tres  where they th ink job  

o p p o r tu n it ie s  a re  h igh er and o th er means o f  earn ing t h e i r  l i v in g .

4.6.3 Socio-economic Effects
A ft e r  s ch oo l, 46.2% o f  the respondents jo in e d  v i l l a g e  

p o ly tech n ic  and o th er t r a in in g  c o l le g e s .  34.3% are ju s t  in  th e ir  

p a ren t 's  homes or w ith  fr ie n d s  and r e la t i v e s  here in  N a irob i

70



looking fo r  a jo b . 3.3% a re  employed as houseboys o r house 

g i r l s ,  1.1% a re  employed as o f f i c e  m essengers, 12.9% are s e l f  

employed and 2.2% d id n 't  respond to  t h is  qu estion . From th is  

in form ation  jo b  seek ing  i s  now a b ig  c r i s i s  because those in  

c o l le g e  w i l l  not a l l  be ab le  to  s t a r t  th e ir  own businesses 

because o f  la c k  o f c a p i t a l .  T h ere fo re  something has to  be done 

to p re v en t  th e s e  a c t iv e  you ngsters  from w asting  th e ir  youth.

The p op u la tion  by the 1989 was p r o je c te d  to  a f ig u r e  o f 22.7 

m i l l io n  in  1988 to  27.2  m i l l io n  in  1993. The labour fo rc e  (th e  

members o f  th e  popu la tion  who are econ om ica lly  a c t i v e ) ,  aged 15- 

64 y e a r s  e i t h e r  working o r  search ing f o r  work was expected  to  

grow from  8 .6  m il l io n  in  1988 to  10 .6  m il l io n  in  1993. The 

la r g e s t  number was to  come from sm all farm s, urban sm all s ca le  

and r u r a l  non-farm  e n te rp r is e s .  So to  cope w ith  employment, the 

to ta l  modern s e c to r  employment is  exp ec ted  to  grow a t the ra te  o f  

4.2% p e r  annum r is in g  from an estim ated  f ig u r e  o f  1.37 m il l io n  in 

1988 t o  1.68 m il l io n  in  1993. A l l  t h is  was p ro je c te d  to  happen 

in urban c e n tre s  s in ce  th e  ex ten t o f  unemployment in  the ru ra l 

areas i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  e s tim a te  because i t  m ostly e x is t s  in form 

o f d is g u is e d  under-employment. (Developm ent Plan 1989-93

Kenya) .

When th e  respondents were asked what they a re  doing

c u rre n tly  to  deve lop  them selves econ om ica lly , 29.4% sa id  they 

were on jua k a l i  business, 21% sa id  they were houseboys o r  house- 

g i r l s ,  3.3% sa id  th ey  are in  permanent employment, 15.0 were in  

t ra in in g  c o l le g e s ,  5.1% g o t  m arried, 20.3% have no work, they are
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ju s t id l e ,  and 5.5% d id  n o t respond to  th e  qu estion . 0 .4  sa id  

they have been s t e a l in g .

From t h is  resea rch  we f in d  th a t 40.8% are jo b le s s  s in ce  even 

those in  c o l l e g e  and those a t home m arried  and jo b le s s  have no 

fu ture gu aran tee  o f  employment. The "Jua K a l i ” bu s in ess  seems to  

be the way ou t s in ce  even th e  h o u s e -g ir ls  and houseboys sa id  they 

were sa v in g  money to  have c a p it a l  to  s t a r t  th e ir  own b u sin ess .

When the  d rop -ou ts w ere responding to  the q u estion  o f  what 

problems th ey  have fa ced  s in c e  they l e f t  sch oo l, th e  major one 

was f in a n c ia l  (20 .3% ). Then 15.5% s a id  they were lo n e ly  s in ce  

th e ir  f r ie n d s  and fa m ily  members had d e s e r te d  them. 13.6% g i r l s  

said th ey  g o t  p regnant, 4.5% said  they had been caught by p o l ic e ,  

6.6% sa id  th ey  had been raped, 0.4% rep o rted  th a t  they had 

s le e p le s s  n ig h ts .  F in a l ly ,  17.3% sa id  th ey  had not encountered 

any problem s and 23.2% d id  not respond to  th is  q u es tion . From 

the above th e se  drop-out3 appear to  be despera te  p eop le  who are 

doomed to  a d esp era te  poor l i f e  u n less th ey  g e t  both  s o c ia l and 

economic h e lp  from the r e s t  o f  the community. Th is  agrees  w ith  

Khasiani (1985 ) who found s im ila r  s itu a t io n s  fo r  g i r l s  who go t 

pregnant and dropped out o f  sch oo l. Khasiani (1985) found out 

that the pregnant g i r l s  m ain ly  l i v e  v e r y  desperate and hopeless 

l i v e s  w ith ou t education  to  h elp  them d eve lop  them selves and a lso  

fr ien d s  and paren ts w ithdraw  from them. These f in d in g s  a lso  

agree w ith  those o f  American where M cN eil (1983) found out tha t 

"oe teen agers  loose  t h e ir  education  opp ortu n ity  and g i r l s  are 

expe lled  from sch oo l.
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T h e ir  jo b  o p p o r tu n it ie s  a re  a ls o  v e r y  s lim  s in ce  most o f  the 

employers r e q u ir e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  which d rop -ou ts  d o n 't  have. So 

this resea rch  has most o f  th e  respondents ending up in  "Jua K a li"  

type o f  jo b s  and o n ly  ve ry  few  g e t t in g  w h ite  c o l la r  jo b s  or the 

type o f  jo b s  th ey  w ished t o  have i f  th ey  Jiad not dropped-ou t o f  

school.

When th e  d rop -ou ts w ere asked how th is  problem  can be 

solved, 38.8% sa id  th a t s ch oo l fe e s  shou ld  be g o t  r id  o f f ,  33.4% 

3aid th a t th e  youth need guidance and c o u n s e llin g  from the 

community and e s p e c ia l ly  th e  teach ers  and paren ts. 20.6% sa id  

th a t***?  2.1% sa id  th a t tea ch ers  a t s ch oo l should s to p  b ea tin g  

and h ara ss in g  th e  s tu den ts , 5.1% d id n 't  respond to  th e  qu estion . 

They a ls o  s a id  th a t the issu e  o f  d ropp ing  out o f  sch oo l is  very  

serious (79 .4% ) as they respondent to  whether dropp ing out is  

3erious, not s e r iou s  or v e ry  s e r io u s . Th is a grees  w ith  the 

fin d in gs  o f  M urik i (1992) and Khasiani (1985) th a t dropp ing out 

is  so s e r io u s  on the in d iv id u a l v ic t im  because th e ir  fu tu re  g e ts  

doomed.

4.6.4 S o c io - c u ltu r a l :

The respondents seemed to  be s o c ia l  m is f i t s .  They were ve ry  

desperate p e o p le . For example they wanted to  know from the 

researcher when they w i l l  be helped to  g e t  a job  or a c o l le g e  or 

any f in a n c ia l  a ss is tan ce  a f t e r  answering the q u es tion s . The 

g ir ls  who had dropped out o f  school due to  pregnancy had been 

abandoned by th e ir  pa ren ts  and o th er fa m ily  members. They were
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not employed as h o u s e -g ir ls  to  earn f o r  h e r s e l f  and her c h ild .  

Some o f  them a ls o  had no b e t t e r  o r  com fo rta b le  p la ce  to  go to  

except t h e i r  em p loyers ' house. Few h onest respondents (4.5% ) 

said th ey  had been caught by  p o l ic e .  Some had sex abuse through 

rape. Those who sa id  they had s le e p le s s  n igh ts . As a whole the 

drop-outs prob lem  is  a m atter not to  be ign ored  s in ce  i f  they are 

ignored e s p e c ia l ly  in  th is  c i t y  they w i l l  be a s o c ia l  menace as 

they t r y  to  su rv iv e  and f i t  s o c ia l ly ,  and econ om ica lly  in  the 

c ity  and o th e r  urban c e n tre s .

The re sea rch  r e v e a ls  th a t 55.1% o f  the respondents th a t 

th e ir  p a re n ts  were a ls o  a f fe c t e d  when th ese  young dropped out o f  

school. T h e ir  paren ts were v e ry  so rry  and sad about i t  but cou ld 

not do much e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  those who dropped because o f  

f in a n c ia l problem s. T h e ir  b ro th e rs  and s is t e r s  were a lso  so rry  

and sad about i t .  66.6% o f  the respondents sa id  th a t th e ir  

b ro thers  and s is t e r s  were s o r ry  and sym pathized w ith  them. These 

b ro thers  and s is t e r s  were even w orking to  earn some money fo r  

th e ir  (re sp on d en ts ) sch oo l fe e s .  52.6% o f  the respondents 

fr ien d s  were a lso  so rry  when they (resp on d en ts ) dropped out o f  

3chool. T h e re fo re  we see i t  as a s o c ia l  problem which a f fe c t s  

the e n t i r e  community.

Out o f  the 34.4% o f  th e  g i r l s  who sa id  they had eve r been 

pregnant, o n ly  12.1% c a r r ie d  the c h ild  t o  term. The r e s t  aborted 

and the 32.0% aborted  in  h o s p ita l and 46.1% aborted  a t home. 

21.9% d id n 't  respond to  th is  q u es tion . The main reason fo r  

abortion  was f in a n c ia l .  They cou ld a f fo r d  a pregnancy and were
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not a lso  s o c i a l l y  ready to  be mothers e s p e c ia l ly  in  the Kenyan 

cu lture where s in g le  parenthood is  n o t popu lar. T h ere fo re  

pregnancy le a d in g  to  c h i ld b ir th  was to  th ese  respondents l ik e  a 

permanent s c a r  and th a t  is  why a b o rtion  was a b e t t e r  a l t e r n a t iv e .  

They e x p la in e d  th a t a b o rt io n  would h e lp  them com plete th e ir  

schooling and a ls o  g iv e  them an o p p o rtu n ity  to  go f o r  fu rth e r  

studies and work w ithou t in te r fe r e n c e s .  These f in d in g s  agree 

with those o f  Khasian i (1985 ) and M u rik i (1992) who found th a t 

the a d o le s c e n t g i r l s  who g e t  pregnant and f i n a l l y  g iv e  b ir th  

loose c o n fid e n c e  and s e lf- e s te e m  in  them selves. In  th is  

research , some g i r l s  came to  N a irob i a f t e r  they d e l iv e r e d  so as 

to run away from  the c h ild  and her home environm ent. They p r e fe r  

the c i t y  environm ent where they hope nobody or few peop le know 

th e ir  past background.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION OF THE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

5 .1  Home Background

Th ere  a re  more stu den ts  dropp ing out in  prim ary school 

(50.7%) than in  secondary school (47.1% ) and h igh  sch oo l (2 .2% ). 

However a lm ost a l l  the d rop -ou ts  l e f t  s ch oo l in  th e ir  ado lescen t

years.

A cco rd in g  to  t h is  re sea rch , m a jo r ity  o f  the d rop -ou ts  came 

from m arried  cou p les who a re  l i v in g  to g e th e r .  Th is  th e re fo re  

r e je c t e d  the h yp o th es is  th a t  the more the s in g le  p a ren ts , the 

more th e  d rop -ou ts .

From polygamous fa m i l ie s ,  c h ild re n  from the f i r s t  w ife  

dropped out o f  schoo l more than c h ild re n  from the o th e r  women. 

The more number o f  c h ild r e n , the more h igh er the r is k  o f  having 

more d rop -o u ts  because th e  paren ts concerned a re  unable to  cope 

with th e  econom ic demands o f  the fa m ily .

The occu pation  o f  the paren ts a f f e c t s  th e ir  c h i ld r e n 's  le v e l  

o f ed u ca tio n , ca re e r  and l i f e  in  g e n e ra l. The respondents whose 

Parents were farm ers dropped out more than any o th er occupation  a 

research  i s  th e re fo r e  n ecessary  to  f in d  out whether i t  i s  the 

land th a t has been su b -d iv id ed  too much o r  i t  has been over-used . 

The farm ers income was v e r y  low and th e r e fo r e  c o u ld n 't  a f fo rd  to  

educate t h e ir  ch ild re n  to  h igh er l e v e ls .

Businessmen have few er drop-out ch ild re n  than the farm ers. 

This was because th e ir  income was h igh e r . Employers a ls o  had few
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irop -ou ts  because f in a n c ia l l y  they cou ld  a f fo r d  to  c a te r  fo r  the 

needs o f  t h e i r  fa m i l ie s .

5.2. Sex E xp erien ce

81.2% o f  th e  respondents had sex ex p er ien ce  by age 21 years . 

Experience s t a r t s  in  prim ary fo r  some respondents (a  th ir d )  and 

in secondary sch o o l, h a l f  (49.2%) o f  th e  respondents had th is  

exper ience . T h e ir  mean age in  both prim ary and secondary school 

fo r  the  f i r s t  in te rco u rse  was 12.6. T h is  th e re fo re  put the g i r l s  

into h igh  r is k s  o f  g e t t in g  pregnant u n le ss  they w ere using a 

c o n t ra c e p t iv e .  G ir ls  age a t  menarche has fa l le n  in Kenya due to  

b e t te r  n u t r i t io n  and improved h e a lth  f a c i l i t i e s .  E a r l ie r  

research  r e v e a le d  th a t i t  has gone as low as n ine years .

Th ere fo re , th e re  is  need to  expose the use o f  c o n tra c e p t iv e s  and 

also g iv e  them a lo t  o f  sex  education .

The respondents mean age o f  having a fr ie n d  o f  th e  op p os ite

3ex was 12 .7 . H a lf o f  them (52.7%) had fr ie n d s  o f  the op p os ite

3ex. T h e re fo re  th is  a lso  con tr ib u ted  to  the h igh  r is k  o f  sex 

experience and pregnancy which le a d s  to  pregnancy and

consequently dropp ing out o f  sch oo l.

The above fin d in g s  th e re fo r e  con firm  the h yp o th es is  that 

e a r ly  sex exp er ien ce  and p ra c t ic e  leads to  pregnancy and dropping 

out o f  s ch oo l.
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5 .3  C o n tra c e p t iv e  Know ledge:

The g e n e ra l knowledge o f  c o n tra c ep tio n  was a verage  (68.4%) 

among th e  resp on d en ts . Tak ing in to  account the tim e o f  h is to ry  

we are l i v i n g  in  w ith  h igh  knowledge o f  communication, these 

youth ought t o  be more exposed and th e re fo r e  th e  paren ts, 

government and p r iv a te  s e c to r s  ought to  go an e x tra  m ile  towards 

b e t te r  c o n t r a c e p t iv e  know ledge.

C o n tra c e p t iv e  use was v e r y  low (3 9 .7 % ). T h e re fo r e , i t  means 

that th e  message has n eve r  reached home. The concerned 

a u th o r i t ie s  ought to  work harder tow ards b e t t e r  knowledge and 

accep tance .

T h is  resea rch  found out that about a th ird  o f  the g i r l s  

respondents have been p regnant. The men in vo lv ed  were b oy fr ien d s  

who w ere  te en a ge rs . T h e ir  c o itu s  was very  freq u en t and the 

c o n tra c e p t iv e  use was v e ry  low . So t h is  led  to  dropp ing out o f  

school and a l i f e  o f  s t ru g g le  to  most o f  the d rop -ou ts .

5.4 SOCIO-ECONOMIC, SOCIO-CULTURAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC EFFECTS OF 

DROPPING OUT ON THE INDIVIDUAL

5.4.1 Demographic

Most o f  the respondents were unm arried. Only 5.1% sa id  they 

were m arried . They were a ls o  not eager to  marry. Even these few 

married ones got m arried  between ages 16-35. 75% o f  the

unmarried respondents s a id  they would marry not e a r l i e r  than 

twenty fou r yea rs . The education  l e v e l  o f  the respondents and
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the soc io -econ om ic  fa c to r s  account fo r  t h is  r i s e  in  th e  age o f  

marriage. Urban ( c i t y )  l i f e s t y l e  a ls o  c o n tr ib u te s  whereby the 

respondents d id n 't  want to  be t ie d  to  m arriage and fa m ily  l i f e .  

They wish to  have a f r e e  s in g le  l i f e  s t y l e  and i f  th ey  w i l l  e ve r  

marry g e t  m arried  la t e  and have ve ry  few  c h ild re n . Most o f  them 

41.1% wish t o  have on ly  two and 30.5% wished to  have th ree  

ch ild ren .

5.4.2 E du cation :

The m a jo r it y  o f  the respondents dropped out o f  sch oo l a f t e r  

th e ir  prim ary l e v e l  o f  ed u ca tion . The main reason was lack  o f  

school f e e s .  The r e s t  dropped a f t e r  secondary le v e l  and fo r  the 

same reason  th ey  cou ld  n ot proceed f o r  fu r th e r  s tu d ie s  or eve r  

a ffo rd  a c o u rs e . However, m a jo r ity  (73 .2% ) o f  them wish th e ir

ch ild ren  to  g e t  u n iv e r s it y  le v e l  o f  education . To these 

respondents, edu ca tion  is  the key to  success in  l i f e  and s in ce 

they f a i l e d  to  ge t i t ,  th ey  hope to  do th e ir  b es t to  see tha t 

th e ir  c h ild r e n  w on 't be d rop -ou ts  a ls o .

5.4.3 Socio-Econom ic E f f e c t s :

Most o f  th e  respondents seemed to  be very  fr u s tr a te d  peop le . 

A fte r  d ropp ing out o f  s ch o o l, many o f  them (46.2%) jo in e d  v i l l a g e  

P o ly tech n ics  and o th er t r a in in g  c o l le g e s .  They then  s ta r ted  

-ooking fo r  jo b s  s in ce  th ey  had no c a p i t a l  to  s ta r t  th e ir  own 

business. 34.3% were jo b le s s  s ta y in g  h ere  in  N a iro b i e i th e r  a t 

their homes o r  w ith  r e la t i v e s  hoping to  ge t jo b s  some day. The
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rest were houseboys o r  house g i r l s  here in  the c i t y  o f  N a irob i. 

Few (1.1% ) a re  employed as o f f i c e  m essengers in  N a ir o b i. 12.9% 

are s e l f  em ployed. They have t h e i r  own business. The job  

o p p o rtu n it ie s  f o r  the d rop -ou ts  a re  v e r y  slim  s in ce  there are 

many s k i l l e d ,  p r o fe s s io n a ls ,  h ig h ly  educated . Y e t  they are

unemployed o r  underemployed men and women. Some o f  the

respondents a ls o  have the problem o f  g e t t in g  a w h ite  c o l la r  job  

only. They a re  not ready fo r  "Jua k a l i "  type o f  work and any 

type o f  manual work.

5. 4.5 S o c io -C u ltu ra l

The respondents were d esp era te  s o c ia l  m is f i t s .  They seemed 

to be p eop le  w ith  many s o c ia l  problems f o r  example th e  g i r l s  who 

had been e x p e l le d  from t h e i r  homes because they go t pregnant and 

th e re fo re  dropped out o f  s ch o o l. Some o f  them became h a r lo ts  and 

others ju s t  l i v e  a lo ose  l i f e  whenever i t  can earn them a l i v in g .  

This re sea rch  found out th a t these p eop le  need guidance and 

cou n se llin g . Those who a re  houseboys/samba boys o r house g i r l s  

also f e e l  ou t o f  p la ce  where they are employed. They l i v e  th ere  

just to  earn a l i v in g .

5.5 POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Th is  study puts fo r th  recommendations that are parament to  

po licy-m ak ing. The h igh  and rap id  pop u la tion  growth ra te  in

Nairobi caused by h igh  f e r t i l i t y ,  f a l l i n g  m o r ta lity  and

immigration can be reduced by exposing the pu b lic  and the youth
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in school to  fa m i ly  p lan n in g  programmes. Family p lann ing  methods 

should be exposed to  the p u b lic  and more so to  the youth 

e s p e c ia l l y  in  schoo ls  from primary to  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  o f  education .

A l l  the  m in is t r i e s  should be a c t i v e l y  in v o lv e d  in sex 

education, fa m i ly  l i f e  educa tion  and fa m i ly  planning methods. So 

fa r  the M in is t r y  o f  Education , Health  have been do ing a good job  

e s p e c ia l l y  in  sex  education  and fa m ily  l i f e  education  through the 

in trod u c tion  o f  s o c ia l  educa tion  and e t h i c s  in the s y l la b u s .  The 

youth in  secondary, s ch oo ls  and c o l l e g e s  b e n e f i t ,  bu t the drop­

outs from prim ary and secondary schoo l loose  th is  opportu n ity .  

Th ere fo re , o th e r  m in is t r i e s  should lo ok  f o r  ways and means o f  

educating the  e n t i r e  p u b l ic  through th e  churches, women groups 

and any o th e r  o rgan ised  groups.

Fam ily  p lann ing  methods are to  be in troduced to  the pu b lic  

at g r a s s r o o ts  l e v e l  by using the r i g h t  personnel e .g .  the
0

s o c ia l l y  accep ted  p eop le .  For example a married woman o f  the 

same c u l t u r a l  back ground t o  in troduce the  methods to  the married 

people and not a s in g le  g i r l  who comes from a d i f f e r e n t  e th n ic  

group and can not e x p la in  a l l  the methods i f  need be in 

vernacular and using the ap p rop r ia te  language. Through th is ,  the 

fam ily p lann ing methods w i l l  be w e l l  understood, accepted and 

used. Th is would cut down the f e r t i l i t y  and he lp  t o  reduce the 

f e r t i l i t y  r a t e  and consequently  w ith  time reduce the rap id  

population growth e s p e c ia l l y  o f  the youth. Th is would then he lp  

the parents and government to  a f fo rd  to  p rov id e  both primary and 

secondary education . Other f a c i l i t i e s  a ls o  can be a f fo rd e d  i f
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the p o p u la t io n  growth in c o n t r o l l e d  e . g .  food , s h e l t e r ,  h ea lth

f a c i l i t i e s .

Guidance and c o u n s e l l in g  should a ls o  be provided  both  to  the 

parents, t e a c h e rs  and the youth in  a l l  spheres o f  l i f e  and 

e s p e c ia l l y  on sex , m arriage  and fa m ily  p lanning methods. Th is 

again should be by pa ren ts , teachers , s o c i a l  workers and a l l  the 

so c ia l  o r g a n is a t io n s  should be in vo lved .

On"Jua k a l i "  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  the youth e s p e c ia l l y  in  school 

should be made to  change t h e i r  minds from the c o lo n ia l  m en ta lity  

of w h it e  c o l l a r  jobs  to  accep t manual work and o th e r  types o f  

jobs. The government through the 8 .4 .4 .  system o f  educa tion  had 

this in  mind but the te a ch e rs  should be helped  by the parents and 

the e n t i r e  p u b l ic .

The government and Non-governmental O rgan isa t ions  (NGOs) 

should f in d  ou t what the bureaus tha t p ro v id e  job s  t o  the school 

drops are  d o in g  and he lp  them e s p e c ia l l y  to t r a in  them b e fo re  

they a re  employed as house g i r l s  and houseboys.

The youth who graduate from v i l l a g e  p o ly te ch n ic s  and o ther 

academic in s t i t u t i o n s  p lus school d rop -ou ts  need c a p i t a l  to  s t a r t  

the ir  b u s in esses .  So the author is  f o r  the op in ion  that the 

government, NGOs, paren ts  and o ther capab le  in d iv id u a ls  should 

find ways o f  g iv in g  them loans to  s ta r t  t h e i r "  Jua K a l i "  

e n t e rp r is e s .

In fr a s t ru c tu r e  e s p e c ia l l y  in  the  ru ra l a reas should be 

improved to  s t im u la te  en trepreneurs to  in ves t  in  minor and 

secondary towns instead  o f  the school drop-outs o p t in g  to  come to
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Nairobi where th ey  th in k  th e re  are b e t t e r  jo b  o p p o r tu n it ie s .

F in a l l y ,  the  l e g a l  a u th o r i t i e s  should g iv e  v e ry  heavy 

punishment t o  anybody who i s  found re s p o n s ib le  o f  the drop-out o f  

school g i r l s  through pregnancy. Any fo rc ed  ca rn a l knowledge 

e s p e c ia l ly  to  students should be d e a l t  w ith  more h a rsh ly .

Sugar mummies and sugar daddies who lure the youth u n t i l  

they drop out o f  school should a ls o  r e c e i v e  a heavy punishment 

when found ou t .

The author recommends a research  on the c o n tra c e p t iv e  use by 

s ing le  mothers and a ls o  t h e i r  T o ta l  F e r t i l i t y  Rate. Th is  would 

help e s t a b l i s h  why s in g le  mothers tend to  have few er ch ild ren  

than the m arr ied  mothers e s p e c ia l l y  in  N a iro b i .

A re s ea rch  i s  a lso  necessary t o  show how the food 

t ra n sp o r ta t ion  in to  N a ir o b i  a f f e c t s  the  popu lation  growth in  the 

c ity .

F in a l l y  the  research  on" Jua K a l i "  e n te rp r is e s  and t h e i r  

role in p op u la t ion  growth.
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THE Q U E S T I O N N A I R E
SOCIOCULTURAL AND SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACT ON SCHOOL DROP-OUTS ON THE 

INDIVIDUAL LEVEL 

A BACKGROUND OF THE INDIVIDUAL

1. S e x .......................................

2. A g e .....................................

3. Home d i s t r i c t  ...............

4. D i v i s i o n  ..........................

5. L o c a t io n  ..........................

B. HOME BACKGROUND

6.1s you r  f a t h e r  a l i v e ?

1. y e s  2. no

7 . Is  your mother a l i v e ?

1. y e s  2. no

8. What i s  the m a r ita l  s ta tu s  o f  your mother?

1 . s in g l e  2. m arried 3 . d ivorced/separated

4. widowed

9. What i s  the  m a r ita l  s ta tu s  o f  your fa th e r?

1 . s in g le  2. m arried  3 . d ivorced/separated

4. widowed

10. What i s  your mothers occupation?

1. farmer 2. r e g u la r  employee 3. employer

4. business  woman

11. What is  your fa th e rs  occupation?

1. farmer 2. r e g u la r  employee 3. employer
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4. b u s in ess  woman

12. How many w iv e s  does your fa th e r  have? . . .

13. Rank o f  mother among co -w iv e s

1. f i r s t  2. second 3. th i r d

14. How many c h i ld r e n  has your fa th e r?  . . . .

15. What number a re  you in th e  fam ily?  . . . .

16. L e v e ls  o f  edu ca tion  o f  b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r s

P a r i t y sex le v e l

1. 1st born
2. 2nd
3. 3rd
4. 4th
5. 5th
6. 6th
7 7 th
8 . 8th
9. 9th
10.10th "
11,11th "
12. 12th M

o f  education

EDUCATION DATA

17. At what age  d id  you go t o  school? . .

19. How many yea rs  d id  you s ta y  in school?

20. Why d id  you leave  schoo l?  .....................

21. At what c la s s  d id  you le a v e  school? ..................................................

22. Where d id  you go a f t e r  you l e f t  schoo l?  ..........................................

23. What have you been do ing  to  develop  y o u rs e l f  econ om ica lly? . .
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24. What s o c i a l  problems have you

s c h o o l ? .........................................................

encountered s in ce  you l e f t ?

25. D id  you go to  any o th e r  academic in s t i t u t i o n  o r  are you

intending t o  go? 1- yes  2. no

26. Up t o  what l e v e l  o f  educa tion  do you want to  a t ta in ?  . . . .

27. What a re  th e  fa c t o r s  (prob lem s) you have which you th ink 

might h in d e r  you r pu rsu it  o f  your in tended l e v e l  o f  education?

1 .................................

2 ...................................

3 .................................

28. In  you r v ie w ,  what makes many students drop out o f  school? .

29. What impact does t h i s  have on your economic l i f e ? .....................

................................................................................................................

30. What impact does your dropping out o f  school have on your

3ocial l i f e ? .........................................................................................

SOCIAL LIFE

31. How d id  your teacher r e a c t  to  your dropping out o f  schools? .

32. How d id  your parents r e a c t?  .....................

■3. How d id  your b ro th ers  and s i s t e r s  r e a c t?
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34. How d id  your f r i e n d s  (p e e r s )  re a c t?

SEX EXPERIENCE

35. At what age d id  you have your f i r s t  sexua l exp er ien ce?  . . -

36. At what age d id  you have a f r ie n d  o f  th e  oppos ite  sex?  . . .

37. I f  you d id  not have any f r ie n d  o f  the  op pos ite  sex , when are

you in ten d in g  t o  h a v e ? .....................................................................................

38. Are you m a r r i e d ? .........................................................................................

I f  so, a t  what age d id  you g e t  m a r r i e d ? ...............................................

b. I f  n o t ,  a t  what age w i l l  you marry? ...................................................

39. How many c h i ld r e n  do you intend to  h a v e ? ......................................

40. Up t o  what l e v e l  o f  education  would you l ik e  your c h i ld re n  to

a t t a in ? ..................................................................................................................

CONTRACEPTIVE KNOWLEDGE

41. Do you know o f  any method o f  con tracep tion ?

1. yes  2. no

42. I f  y e s ,  mention the m ethod(s ) you know ......................................

43. How d id  you know o f  the methods you m e n t io n e d ? .......................

44. Have you used any o f  th ese  methods?

1. yes 2. no

45. In the fu tu re ,  a re  you in tend ing  to  use any o f  the  methods?

1. yes  2 . no
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4ENERAL SOCIAL & ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

46. Have you e v e r  s u f fe r e d  from any o f  the v e n e re a l  d iseases?

1. yes  2. no

47. I f  s o ,  which o n e ( s ) ? ........................................................................

48. Were you t r e a t e d ?  1. y e s  2. no

I f  y e s ,  d id  you re cove r?  1. yes 2. no

I f  no , are  you s t i l l  s ic k ?  1. yes  2. no

49. How o f t e n  do you have sex and w ith  who, in  one month? . .

FOR GIRLS ONLY

50. Have you e v e r  been pregnant? 1. yes

51. Did you c a r r y  the c h i ld  t o  term? 1. yes  2. no

52. I f  you ab o r ted  was i t  in  h o s p i ta l  o r  a t  home?

1. h o s p i t a l  2. home

53. Was the  a b o r t io n  su ccess fu l?  1. yes 2. no

54. How many t im es  have you been p r e g n a n t ? ..................................

55. How many t im es  have you a b o r t e d ? ...............................................

56. What were the reasons f o r  abort in g  o r  wanting to  abort?

57. What economic s t r a in s  did you have a t  t h i s  time o f

pregnancy? ................................................................................................

58. What s o c ia l  problems d id  you have at

t h is  t im e o f  pregnancy? ..........................................
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END OF QUESTIONS FOR GIRLS

59. How many d rop -ou ts  have d ied  as they t r y  to  abort  o r  during

pregnancy in  your home area?  ................................................................

60. How s e r io u s  i s  the drop-ou t problem on the in d iv id u a l?  T ick  

one

a) v e r y  s e r io u s

b ) s e r io u s

c )  not s e r io u s

61 . How in  your op in ion  can th is  be s o lv e d  to  p reven t more drop­

outs?  ..............................................................................................................

62. How in  your op in ion  can drop-outs be helped

a) s o c i a l l y ..................................................................... .........................

b) e con om ica lly
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