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Global dryland systems
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Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment in percent of the global population Drylands are home to 34.7 % of the global population in 2000
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Desertification vulnerability in the drylands
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Source: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
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Causes of desertification

Degraded Land Area in the Dryland: 1,035.2 milion ha

Source: World atlas of desertification, 2" Edition (UNEP)
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Objectives of the study

*»To determine what agropastoralists inhabiting semi-arid land in
Kenya, attribute to be the causes of desertification;

¢ To document sustainable land management (SLM) technologies
being undertaken to combat desertification and Improve
livelihoods;

¢ To identify the factors that influence the choice of these SLM

technologies.
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Makueni County, Kenya
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Methods
+* Household Interviews were
administered to the head of each
household using the national language,
Swahili.

¢ Focus group discussion (FGD)
Involving ~20 participants.

“ Key informants interviews with
the local area chief, village elders and
older (>50 years old) farmers.

> Annual rainfall data (1904-2008):
Makindu  Meteorological  Station,
Makueni County.
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SLM 3: Soil conservation and water harvesting




GEORG-AUGUST-UNIVERSITAT
GOTTINGEN

Why these technologies?
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Conclusions
Successful sustainable land management in the drylands must:

a. target the diverse biophysical and socioeconomic contexts in dryland

ecosystems.
b. allow for adaptation to specific agroecological conditions

c. create avenues for resilience in the midst of environmental and climatic

changes.

d. Create a ‘win-win’ scenario for the target group.

Grass farmers earning millions, making a difference in the ASALs
Posted by Nairobi Digest on 24th October 2012 by Caleb Mutua
Nairobi Digast
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