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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at finding out factors that leadidmestic violence against women
in Laini Saba of Kibra. Data were collected usirtge tsurvey method, direct
observation, focus group discussions and key indotnmnterviews. The study found
that cultural factors, social factors and econofaictors fuelled violence against
women who live in the research site. The studg &sind that battered women do
not seek help from families or legal aid and whbkeytdo, police and legal help
agents are reluctant to help. The study, therefoomcludes that while many
traditional practices are slowly dying due to meoderays of life, beating women in

Laini Saba seems to have defied the process.
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CHAPTER ONE

BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

1.1 Introduction

The United Nations defines violence against wonesn any act of gender-based
violence that results in or is likely to result physical, sexual or mental harm or
suffering to women including threats of such act&rcion or arbitrary deprivation of
liberty whether occurring in public or in privatiéel ( CEDAW, 1993:13)Violence
against women is not unusual nor is it committely ®y abnormal, psychologically
disturbed individuals. On the contrary, it is pgvh the most pervasive form of abuse,
a universal phenomenon that cuts across all divisiof class, race, religion, age,

ethnicity and geographical regigRickup, 2001:11).

The Centre of Rehabilitation and Education of Wom@REAW) asserts that
domestic violence is rampant in Kenya (CREAW, 2Q0}): Incidents of violence
take place when the children are present, accotdirgbaseline survey carried out in
Nairobi (FIDA, 2010:12). Such children are victimnt domestic violence because

they get emotionally stressed throughout theirslive

Male dominance over women has historical rootsiemfiinctions and manifestations
change over time. Among the historical power retet responsible for violence
against women are the economic and social forcaghnexploit the female labour
and female body. Economically disadvantaged woarermore vulnerable to sexual
harassment, trafficking and sexual slavery (Gel#/2:13). For instance, in recent

times the national debate about gender-based @thystdence has focused on men as



the victims of violent wives, instead of the mucbrmprevalent targeting of women.

In fact, open dialogue about violence against woraehmost non-existent.

Abrahams (2007:45) suggests that several factoesaelt of the levels below may
increase the likelihood of gender-based violendeth& individual level, the factors
include the perpetrator being abused as a childitmessing marital violence in the
home, having an absent or rejecting father, angufrat use of alcohol. At the level
of the family and relationship, cross-cultural s@schave cited male control of wealth
and decision-making within the family and maritainflict as strong predictors of
abuse. On the other hand, community level womé&otation and lack of social

support, together with male peer groups that coadord legitimize men’s violence,
predict higher rates of violence. Finally, sodié¢ael studies around the world have
found that violence against women is most commoere/fgender roles are rigidly
defined and enforced and where the concept of niaggus linked to toughness,

male honour, or dominand@brahams, 2007:50)0ther cultural norms associated
with abuse include tolerance of physical punishmefhtwomen and children,

acceptance of violence as a means of settling pietsonal disputes, and the
perception that men own women. The more risk factmresent, the higher the

likelihood of violence (McEvoy, 2012:20).

Among the historical power relations responsibleviolence against women are the
economic and social forces which exploit femalelab A woman washing clothes in
an informal settlement in Nairobi earns as litdek&ES 100-250. In addition, denying

women economic power and economic independencemsjar cause of domestic



violence against women, as it prolongs their vidbéity and dependence usually on

the perpetrator.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Traditionally, in any African culture, men had thight to discipline their wives
because patriarchal domination was the norm. Togayen and girls are exposed to
gender-specific types of violence. Attacks rangemfrsocially accepted disciplining,
such as slapping of women by their intimate pagnty extreme domestic violence
using crude weapons, rape and gang rape, sadistloods of sexual and non-sexual

torture and violent deaths and mutilations (McE2y12: 18).

Most cases of domestic violence against women emyid often occur in private
homes where nobody bothers to investigate and abseguently not reported.
Unfortunately, incidences of violence usually tatace with children present. Such
children end up being victims of such cases of diim&iolence for the better part of
their childhood due to emotional and physical abd$ges might later replicate itself
in their adult lives and get perpetuated with dittbeing done by the Kenya
government’s legal system and the society not takiote of the vice that exists

among them in the first place (FIDA, 2013)

It is because of these reasons and more that seancher deemed it necessary to
unravel the factors responsible for the prevadasfoviolence against women in Laini

Saba, Kibra.



This study, therefore, sought to answer the follmaguestions:

How does the socialization of girls and women pepase them to violence?

How does poverty make women vulnerable to violeagainst them?

How does the belief that it is right for their haskls to beat them, predispose them to

violence?

1.3 Objectives of the Study
1.3.1 General Objective

To explore the factors that predispose women tenie.

1.3.2 Specific Objectives

To determine the extent to which the socializatbrgirls and women pre-disposes
them to violence.

To find out how poverty makes women vulnerableitdence.

To describe how the belief in the superiority ofmpeedisposes women to violence.

1.4 Assumptions of the Study

The way girls and women are socialized by socieggisposes them to violence.
Most women are not economically empowered and riiages them vulnerable to
violence.

Cultural beliefs have made women believe that iiniorder for their husbands to

batter them.



1.5 Justification of the Study

Conflicting laws and cultural practices affect warigeability to advocate for their
rights in a patriarchal society and within protentimechanisms that are male
dominated. This study has unveiled some opporamito be used by women
survivors of domestic violence. It is hoped thaligy makers in the area of gender,
and the NGOs and CBOs working with the Laini Sal@m@unities, will have
additional knowledge, and come up with informecdhtstgies for gender sensitive

planning. Academicians and researchers shouibdfiald these findings useful.

1.6 Scope and Limitations of the Study

This study was done in Laini Saba in Kibra. Thedgtfocused on the factors that
lead to violence against women. The main focustwadentify what causes domestic
violence in this area. The study was limited sijust a small percentage of people
were interviewed through survey questionnaire.ldb decame difficult when some

people were narrating their experiences and becameational and broke down.

Despite spirited attempts to create a good rappilt respondents, some of them
answered the researcher with such caution thatebeddon mistrust. However, the
presence of NGOs, CBOs, and chairladies of womenpg in this area whom they

are familiar with, made them open up more.



CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

The literature is reviewed under the following tresmcauses of domestic violence;
norms that propagate women’s vulnerability to ddinegolence; and the support
systems available to help with recovery. The ohlaptso discusses the theory that

guided the study.

2.2 Causes of Violence against Women

Gender-based violence is generally understood tiude physical, sexual and
psychological abuse from intimate partners. Exafi@ms from gender and
development approaches show that the root caus®leihce against women is not
psychological damage to individuals or externalneeoic or political factors but,
rather, it lies in the unequal power relations @&Ewwomen and men, which ensure
male dominance over women and are a feature of husoaiety throughout the

world’ (Pickup, 2001:19).

The UN (1989) suggests that family violence is aplyduct of societal structures
where authority lies in males, with women condiédrto accept their secondary role.
The UN continues to state that where the man’snaggan of superiority in a marital

relationship is threatened by the wife, violencapglied.

FIDA (2008: 27-28)has summarized the causes of gender-based domedénce
into the following factors: political and legal facs, socio-economic factors, and

socio-cultural factors.



To begin with, political and legal factors that eskb the laxity on the part of law
enforcement and legal system in the country arel wgplained by a random
assessment done by COVAW on survivors of sexudénge who claimed that they
could not gain access to a document that is coresideindamental for justice to be
carried out, i.e., a P3 form (free off any chartpa) is supposed to be filled by police
and medical officers when a victim is reportingg@@OVAW, 2013:2). If a victim is
denied this form the case is easily dismissed éefare the justice process begins.
Limitation of women from public life and lessenitigeir participation in decision-
making processes at all levels increases theirevalility to violence, since it cuts
them off from support (Terry, 2007:3). The Inaliliof criminal law to enshrine
specific measures to protect women from violenagtarpunish perpetrators presents
an unlikelihood that an effective framework for theduction of violence against
women will be created (Pickup, 2001: 263puch measures, e.g., refuge, integrated
support systems for the mother and her childremnitial aid and at least taking over
the fight from the NGOs, would act as an indicatidrthe government’s commitment

to opposing violence.

Very low levels of education leading to economicsedfranchisement and,
subsequently, poverty are very strong exampleooibseconomic factors. Here the
problem stems from their formative years, wheredinlechild is not allowed to go to
school or is subjected to early marriage. Lacknébrimation leave girls in the dark
and subjects them to limited access to legal sugpal advice thereby exposing them
to poverty early through property grabbing. Therefoilliterate female-headed
families often face breakdowns and once widowed twél end up in informal

settlements like Kibra (Sue, 1991:138 addition, due to her inability to negotiate



for property and other means of generating incdmedependency on the mercies of
her abusive husband’s relations is perpetuatedsabsequently makes it difficult for

her to set out on her own (Terry, 2007:15)

Childhood socialization has also been offered asthem cause of violence in
marriage. The argument is that women are traimedelieve that their value is
attached to the men in their lives, as fathersthiems, husbands and sons, and are
ostracized if they displease or disobey these nWéomen, for example, are educated
to see their self-esteem as being attached taatisdagtion of the needs and desires of
others and, thus, are encouraged to blame thermssadvimadequate or bad if men beat

them (Ondicho, 1993:50).

Cultural factors such as the belief that women khdwe beaten by their husbands
when they have done wrong are serious contributotke problem of violence. For

instance, the majority of women have very littlentwol in sexual contact, with

husbands exposing them to HIV and AIDS. Upon thesband’s death, women get
forced out of the home by in-laws since they haweright to inherit the husband’s
property (Terry, 2007:16). As is customary in agrtreligions, cases of domestic
violence are referred back from the courts/poldhte clan on the intervention of
religious leaders for arbitration, often minimizitige abused woman’s claim (UN,
2005:91). Male interviewees in certain parts ohy@s informal settlements say that
the main reasons why men beat their wives are ralltdFor some tribes, ‘unless you
beat [. . .] she can't be a good wife’ (Mc Evoy,1228) Anecdotal evidence

suggests that violence facing poor women is soéumarkable” that it is considered



as a non-issue for the media, police, politicasgland, by extension, the Kenyan

state.

The effect of this violence is a public health pewb due to the acute morbidity and
mortality associated with the assault and becaudsé@solonger-term impact on
women’s physical and psychological health. Psydioldly, the victim develops a
growing feeling of anxiety and uncertainty due ¢arf of further violence after the
first incident, however minor. The isolation suéfdrbrings about an inability to relate
well in public, since she is either prohibited fraocializing or her ability to make
contact is sabotaged. The perpetrator gains sigmi€ie in the life of the victim hence
controlling her views on herself which are usuailggative. There is bound to be
serious erosion of personality integrity (indivitiem), loss of confidence, self-
esteem and respect. The woman believes that sasgensible for what is happening

to her hence feeding her sense of guilt and shatm&liams, 2007:18).

There is a lack of sense of physical safety duetiat happened to her, leading to
inability to be at ease or trust what is going @auad her. She suffers permanent
damage to physical health after severe acts ofadend physical violence. Physical
and emotional abuse both create an atmospherapfdeame, uncertainty and lack
of trust places a barrier between women and thasend them who could have acted

as sources of support.

One would ask why they cannot just pick up and éeav why they return to the
abusive relationship after leaving in the firstqggdaWell, for a woman experiencing

domestic violence, there are complex issues thabwod her staying, leaving or



returning. First, she may be experiencing confuseabiguous and painful feelings
about the relationship. Others might be relatingh® practicalities of leaving - the
losses that will be sustained in the process, adwematerial resources and support,
loneliness, having to manage alone, the needs ofch#dren and the fear of
retribution (Abrahams, 2007: 17). This underlibe effects that domestic violence

has had on her physical, mental and emotional wielth

Studies have shown that domestic violence hasdedany Kenyan women having
children out of marriage, since marriage tendssgmil’ a relationship by giving the

man too much power control over the woman (KariaRig9:25).

Domestic violence against women can also lead toptioated disorders like post-
traumatic stress disorders (PTSDs), self-harmim@beurs and suicidal tendencies if
the victim is not properly monitored (Abrahams, 2@&B). Women emphasize that
the mental consequences of these acts and of kiee emotional abuses they had
gone through were the hardest and worst to bearomparison to the physical

assaults (Abrahams, 2007:25).

Less attention to other aspects of parenting dysdoccupation with safety for her
and the children (emotional unavailability) creagegacuum in authority and control,
leading to children who have witnessed their fathleusing their mother. At times
they challenge their mother and become physicalyressive towards her. The father

can use them also to undermine and manipulatertreginer (Horwath, 2007:104).

10



2.3 Norms that propagate women'’s vulnerability to dmestic violence

Kenya as a country tolerates a culture of violeagainst women, and values and
positions women much lower than men. Violatingrh@i a woman becomes a casual
activity. Children are oriented and socialized imi@ence prone environment. When
these children grow up, they become elders, chigdéice and security officers,
nurses and doctors, pastors, priests and sheddigets, magistrates and judges, who
collectively deal with violence against women ie ttourse of their work. Therefore,
their actions towards the abused women and childreimnformed by their upbringing

(Mc Evoy, 2012:48).

Rape within marriage and intimate-partner is viewasl battering, but no law
explicitly outlaws these acts, despite years ofiveth against them. Official
argument is that there is not enough evidence ¢sguute these cases (Mc Evoy,

201:58).

In the recent past there has been an erosion tdroasy norms and practices coupled
with gradual weakening of support systems that usegrovide social safety for
widows and orphans. Urbanization and industrialimatvith more focus on nuclear
families and individual economic advancement atedcias reasons for increased
property grabbing and evictions. Widows withouhs@re more prone to evictions

and dispossession compared to those with malerehil@erry, 2007:16).

In certain instances rights of women might havenbgearanteed in their religious
rights, e.g., Quran, etc., but when it comes taauary laws, the woman has no right

to property. At the same time customary laws aldowapractices like arranged

11



marriages without consent and negotiated bridethefairced widow inheritance, and

female genital mutilatioQUNIFEM, 2005:34).

Ongoing conflicts, extremes of poverty, high levetscorruption, and the impact of
resource exploitation to feed global markets atr@ase the risk of enslavement in
many African countries. Child and forced marriages still tolerated in the context of
informal or ‘traditional’ legal systems in many ctties (Pickup, 2001:25). When
the conflicts are going on, the woman, courtesy tbhe aforementioned, definitely
loses the little control she has on her body (skegaatact with her new husband),
thereby exposing herself to all kinds of tortured asexual violations let alone
diseases. Corruption or inequitable access tangakgoods and services has had a
negative effect on the nutritional status, pers@eurity and physical and mental
health of women. When humanitarian assistance isbased on consultation with
women and does not take their needs into accowrhen and girls may be left with
few options and forced to turn to prostitution ktleange for goods and services (UN,

2002: 14).

Francline Pickup, in his book, “Ending Violence enga Women” (2001) states that
the problem of violence emanates from the unequaddnoe of power relations
between women and men, ensuring male dominance.ak-dominated society
ensures that the girl child does not go to schespecially in rural/remote settlements,
thereby limiting her from information at an eartpge in life. At this point even if she
is forcefully married or forcefully circumcised sh&eady has limited access to legal
support and health care in case of a deadly eviggtiike the whole operation going

wrong (Pickup, 2001:27).

12



It has become normal for governments to formulates|on different problems facing
their populations, including domestic violence agawomen, but a lot less has been
done to enforce legislation and to tackle the uiydey causes of the problem. This
problem emanates from the imbalance of power betweemen and men and the

way in which gender roles are articulated at adéls of society (Pickup, 2001:28).

A low level of literacy (though this is debatablace certain women with the help of
CBOs through NGOs have found their voices despiteng not had proper education
and excelled in either business/political fields Hacked many women from public
life and decreased their participation in decisioaking processes at all levels. This
increases their vulnerability to violence by cugtithem off from the help that could
offer support and find solutions to problems, elegal protection, counselling and

advice (Terry, 2007: 2).

The torture of women and girls in armed conflics Heeen increasingly documented.
Women and adolescent girls have been tortured dttifig prominent political or
community positions, for speaking out against opmpsgroups, or for resisting
violence against themselves and their families.yThave been targeted for being
educators and for their roles as cultural symbbthe&ir communities. They have been
tortured as a means of attacking the men in tines] whether fathers, husbands,
sons or intimates, rather than on account of twm actions or public identity. The
torture of women and adolescent girls has beeriechout to violate the victim’s

sense of herself as a person and as a woman (W08; 20).

13



In practice, Nairobi’'s current gender-based viokemeanagement system, which is
undoubtedly the best in Kenya, is stacked agahestsurvivor of violence from the

start due to a lack of integrated teamwork. Theniral justice agencies cannot
perform if the police are not on board; the polie&not perform if forensic evidence
is not collected by health professionals; and heptbfessionals cannot perform if
society encourages women not to seek medical faip.simply, the stronger the
linkages, the more likely the survivor will be aliteobtain formal justice. The need
for a holistic system is well recognized here, amithout it the woman remains

vulnerable (Mc Evoy, 2012:55).

Vulnerability to violence against women persistghére is lack of specialized and
sometimes counselling services, and insufficieaining on counselling for gender-
based violence survivors against a domineeringgvalral culture. At times, because
of this, victims or survivors of domestic violental to attend counselling sessions

(National Commission on Gender and Development)26)L

Most battered women opt to stay in marriages becafisnany reasons, such as the
fear of being called a divorcee, no safe placeotochildren and financial constraints.
More frequently, the women blame themselves andtht batterers. The women
feel like they are failures in the community andisty at large. One feels lonely and
a reject to the society as no one wants to knowsopmblems. It is therefore
assumed as an implicit acceptance of a man’s tighteat and control his wife

(Ondicho, 1993:131).

14



2.4 Women in Traditional African Society

In presenting the traditional role of women in &f&j one has to scrutinize carefully

the source of information. Some studies, espgcth® more recent ones, present a
more balanced picture of male and female roles fiicédn society. These studies

point out some positive facets of women’s role ifidan society, such as a certain

amount of equality, independence and even powesoime instances (Ondicho,

1993:15).

One of the most significant features of the tradiél African society is polarization
into what is female and what is male. In almostrg\aspect of society, males and
females are separate. Since division of labouarsees the sexes, husband and wife
each pursue their own tasks during the day. Thebdnd eats with the men of the
camp, his wife with the women and children, andhegmes his or her separate way to
the well or market (Dupire, 1969:48WWhen a woman marries, although she will live
in her husband’s family, still continues to belalgher own kin group which is for
her an immediate refuge should she leave her hd&bdmuse for one reason or

another and in particular, if she is ill-treatedypdemagnon, 1962:152).

Often the husband will send expensive presentsreoHer back and gain forgiveness.
If her reasons for leaving are justifiable, thelbarsd not only loses his wife but also
the bride-wealth that he gave for her. On therdtlaad, if a woman is not justified in
leaving her husband, her kin may have to pay baelbtide wealth. In some pastoral
societies, e.g., Maasai and Tuaregs, the femalgisniay even coerce her into

returning if they are asked to return the bride{the@ried!, 1975:6).
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A woman was forcefully carried away into marriage Rusinga Island. The woman
had come from the market carrying her basket orhézel when all of a sudden some
young men grabbed her lifted her and put her oicgcle. The bicycle was ridden
fast to the home of her prospective lover/husbaBtle was taken right to the simba
(bachelor’'s hut), the house for the boyfriend amel boyfriend bolted it from inside
and had sex with her by force. After sex, tradislly she became a wife (Obonyo,

2012:117).

2.5 The Practice of Wife inheritance

Wife inheritance is a worldwide practice, and a bemof Kenya’'s communities
embrace the tradition albeit in varied forms andrdes. It is especially popular
among groups in western Kenya such as the Abadwmaand Luyia. Among the

Luyia communities, the eldest son would inheritfaigher’'s widows, but not his own
mother. Several terms have been used to destigéorm of remarriage following

the loss of a husband. One of the terms is widdfe/iwheritance, a type of marriage
in which a widow marries a kinsman of the late taush often his brother (CREAW,

2008:16).

A woman widowed, later inherited and became HIVifpaes narrated how she was
married in a polygynous home; they were four wonséyaring a husband. The
husband died and she was inherited by a brothiEwnaho, in the next few years,
inherited another woman who was HIV positive. Irsteort while the man who
inherited her together with the widow he inheritidd. She too started ailing and

discovered that she was also HIV positive (Obo2gd,2:113).
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Another woman explained how her mother in-law waiserited at the age of 90
years. She says her husband who was the sonsoivtdman died and she was not
supposed to be inherited before her mother-in-lad therefore the mother-in-law
was inherited the night before her son’s buriahe Thother-in-law commented that it
was the most shameful thing she experienced irifleetime because that night her
daughters and sons-in-law had come for a sleeptmfere burial as it is customarily

observed in Suba community (Obonyo, 2012:65).

Wife inheritance and cleansing practices take abmrmof different forms depending
on the clan. Among the Luo community in Westermya there is non-sexual wife
inheritance, whereby the coat of an inheritor ecpdl in a widow’s house overnight
to symbolically cleanse her. This generally agplie widows beyond childbearing
age. Second, there is inheritance involving lagrgat sexual relations, typically with
a brother of the deceased, in what amounts to aiagar Third, there is a
combination of cleansing and inheritance, wheretydow first has sex with a social
outcast (known agter in Dholuo) who is paid to have sex with her toaclse her of
her dead husband’s spirits, and is then inheritgdabmale relative of the dead
husband. Fourth, there is a cleansing alone, waesgdow has sex with gter to
cleanse her, but her relationship with jher does not develop beyond that encounter

(Obonyo, 2008:16).

Many women among the Abasuba are excluded fromritmgg evicted from their

lands and homes by in-laws, stripped of their pesisaes, and forced to engage in

risky sexual practices in order to keep their propeWhen they divorce or separate
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from their husbands, they are often expelled frbearrthomes with only their clothing

(Obonyo, 2012:24).

2.6 Theoretical Framework

Feminist theory is one of the major contemporagiaogical theories which analyze

the status of women and men in society with these of using that knowledge to
better women'’s lives. Feminist theorists have alsoted to question the differences
between women, including how race, class, ethniehd age intersect with gender.
Feminist theory is most concerned with giving acecio women and highlighting the

various ways women have contributed to society gksdn, 1997:13).

Theories of gender oppression go further than tesoof gender difference and
gender inequality by arguing that not only are wondéferent from or unequal to
men, but that they are actively oppressed, subatelity and even abused by men.
Radical feminist theory analyses patriarchy as gngnary cause of women’s
oppression. Some of the proponents of this theshg include Susan Brownmiller
(1975), Andrea Dworkin (1988) and Eva Figes (19&mphasize the use of power
relations to explain violence against women. Rddeminists argue that patriarchy
emerged through men’s control of female sexualitg this explains men’s violence
against women and the many cultural practices desdigo control female sexuality

(Anderson, 1997:48).

This study was guided by the gender oppressionryhem feminist theory that
addresses women'’s experiences of social situabemgy different but also unequal.

The theory argues that not only are women diffefemh or unequal to men , but that
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they are actively oppressed, subordinated and alvesed by men (Pickup, 2001:30).
Pickup alsoexplains this point further by pointing out thatetmoot cause of
oppression against women lies in the unequal poelations between women and
men, which ensures dominance over women by men.tidmy identifies physical
violence as being at the base of patriarchy andesih is a feature of society
throughout the world, it is true to say that wonfi@ce domestic violence all over the

world.

Studies among Kenyan women show that marriage @mthends to spoil a
relationship by giving the man too much power cointiver the womar(Kariuki,
1989: 25). To support the theory further women hiaeen forced out of their homes
after the death of their husbands just to keep tfrem inheriting property that they
may have contributed towards establishing (Ter@072 14) Customary law also

bars women from inheriting property such as laodiftheir fathers.
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The conceptual framework in Figure 2.1 shows howlevice against women is
affected by poverty, socialization of girls and wermand cultural beliefs such as

husbands beating their wives over small issues.

Social factors

Economic factors:
Socialization of

A 4

Poverty —> vaw
girls and women

Cultural factors
Beating of women by
Husband

Figure 2.1: Conceptual Framework
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CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter describes the methodology that wad uséhis study. It describes the
research site, research design, study populatiample population and sampling
procedure. It also describes data collection methadd data processing and analysis.
The Chapter ends with a discussion of the ethioabkiclerations that the researcher

had to observe.

3.2 Research Site

This study was conducted in Laini Saba of Kibrajrdla City County. Kibra is
situated in Nairobi’'s South-Western urban zone axiprately seven kilometres from
Nairobi City Centre (Map. 3.1). It is one of thedast slums in Africa with an
average population of more than 900,000 people fWimarust, 2010 : 3)[he slum
stands on 2.5 square kilometres of land. Kibra agole is an informal settlement
comprising of ten villages covering approximatef0zhectares of land. The villages
are Lindi, Kisumu Ndogo, Soweto, Makina, Kianda, s¥ianoni, Siranga, Gatuikira,
Laini Saba and the newly founded Raila village. Tffermal settlements suffer from
a host of challenges. The residents live under mpasserty leading to a collection of
sustainability challenges. Access to clean waepyoved sanitation, good housing,
solid waste management, proper health care, sgeunit energy are some of the most
fundamental challenges faced by slum dwellers.iL3&ba is a cosmopolitan village

which carries almost all the 48 communities of Kany
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Figure 3.1: Kibra Slum Villages

The arrow shows Laini Saba Source: www.kibera.dvgiaps.html
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3.3 Research Design

This study combined a descriptive and cross-seditiorethodology and utilized both

qualitative and quantitative methods of data ctibkec Fieldwork was conducted in

two phases. In the first phase, data were colfeagng a structured questionnaire
which was administered face-to-face. This involverviews with women of all

categories, singles, divorced, widows and married.

3.4 Study Population
The study population consisted of women residehtsami Saba who are survivors
of violence, divorced from abusive spouses or tssiited widows. These women

were identified through their groups of Table Bawki

3.5 Sample Population and Sampling Procedure

The study used the lists of the groups in TablewkBay to select the sample
population. There are four Table Banking groupg&ami Saba. Each group has 25
women; | identified 48 women for sampling, 12 wonfiemm each group using simple

random sampling.

3.6 Data Collection Methods

3.6.1 Secondary Sources

Secondary data were obtained from non-governmemigdnizations, community
based organizations, Gender-Violence Recovery €gptrblished and unpublished.
Iltems by researchers involved in work on similarrelated topics, newspapers,

magazines, published articles, theses, officiaegoment documents and the internet.
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3.6.2 The survey method

A standardized questionnaire (Appendix 1) was adit@ired to the respondents. The
questionnaire had both open-ended and closed-endesdions touching on their own
opinions, attitudes, views, knowledge and percegtiand experiences regarding

violence against women.

3.6.3 Key Informant Interviews

Face-to-face interviews were conducted with fouy kdormants. These included a
leader of an NGO, a leader of a CBO, the Area Céunef his Assistant. Leaders of
the NGO and CBO were men. The interviews proviaedn-depth understanding of
the phenomenon as both male and female key infderexplained issues from their
own perspectives. A key informant interview guidependix 3) was used to collect

the information.

3.6.4 Focus Group Discussions (FGD)
Four focus group discussions were held each oftwhéxd 12 discussants drawn from
the Table Banking groups. A focus group discussguide (Appendix 2) was used to

collect the information.

3.7 Ethical Considerations

None of the participants were harmed or exploitgdhe conduct of the research.
Community-based organizations, non-governmental aruegtions. and the

representatives that the community has worked wéte briefed on the objectives of
the study before the interviews were carried dbionfidentiality was maintained. No

names of the respondents have been revealed.

24



CHAPTER FOUR
FACTORS THAT LEAD TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN

KIBRA'S LAINI SABA

4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents research findings on therfadhat lead to violence against
women. The chapter starts by outlining the soarad demographic profile of the
respondents. It then presents findings on respaadenderstanding of violence, the

types of violence, and reporting on the violence.

4.1.1 Socio-demographic characteristics of the spondents
Out of a total number of 48 respondents, 22% werheé 16 -25 age category, 33%
were in the 26-35 age category, 27% were in th&36vere in the age category,

while 18% were in the 46 and above age categaapl€r4.3).

Age Distribution Frequency Percentage
16-25 10 22
26-35 15 33
36-45 12 27
46 and above 8 18

Table 4.1: Age Distribution of Respondents
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4.2 Factors that lead to Violence against Women

The way girls and women are socialized in commesitiffects them negatively since
it makes them believe that they are inferior to méten, therefore, take advantage
and suppress the girls. This accounted for 30%efesponses. Suppression leads to
all manner of violence against the women. Othetois cited by the respondents
were lack of economic power, that is, poverty (2086d cultural beliefs (50%).

These findings are summarized in Fig.4.1.

m Socialisation of girls  m Lacking Economicempowerment  mCultural beliefs

r 22N
o .
. 4
N A
- .

Figure 4.1 Factors that lead to violence against meen

4.2.1 Marital Status

Analysis of marital status of the respondents stiat 60% were separated from their
husbands, 9% were married, 9% were separated, Er#single, and 11% widowed.
This shows that all the respondents had been rdaatisome point except 11% who

are still single (Fig. 4.2).
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Figure 4.2: Respondents marital status

4.2.2 Level of Education
Figure 4.3 shows that 11% of the respondents dithanee any formal education, 60%
had attained formal education up to primary scHewél, while 29% had attained

secondary level of education (Fig. 4.3).

This shows that most of the women who are surviebrdomestic violence had only
attained up to primary level of education. Duehis, ignorance is pronounced in
most of the women. Lack of education enhancesiraityt of violence since a non-
literate person will not try to curb the problem i®porting since she is unlikely to
conversant with what the law or other agencies lauéned to govern such social
problems. All this is due to ignorance, which ipraduct of lack of education. In
line with this, the Courtesy Centre of the Study Dbmestic Violence and

Reconciliation (1983) states that improved socioectic conditions and education
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may reduce ignorance and the risk of domestic nt#e Education level has also to

some extent affected the occupation and incomé té\tbe respondents.

W Primary W Secondary m Tertiary

Figure 4.3: Respondents Level of Education

Frequency Percent
Yes 41 91.1
No 4 8.9
Total 45 100.0

Table 4.2: Effect of education on the employabilityf the respondents

The findings in Table 4.2 show that most of thepmndents agreed with the question

that education affects an individual's employailit

4.2.3 Monthly Income
On income levels, 64.40% of the respondents ednetdeen KES 5,000 and KES
10,000 monthly while 24.40% earned between KES 1@65000, 2.20% earned less

than KES 1000 and only 8.90 earned KES 10,000 matm(Fig. 4.3). Income level
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is an important variable since it determines therdability of services in one’s
environment, the ability of the drop-outs to retiuheir dream and enroll in school as
well as the drop-outs ability to see their youngétings and their children through

school.

Figure 4.4: Respondents’ monthly Income

Most respondents reported of not having been asisistprovision of basic needs, by
their perpetrators who only provide assistance agedly and neglect their role of
providing for the family. Most of their salariesere spent on alcohol consumption
and leisure. The area Chief reported that moshefchses brought to him by women

were those of claims of neglect by their partners.

4.2.4 Battering

The findings in Fig. 4.4 in indicate that 58% og&thespondents reported that they
were battered by their ex-husbands, while, 22% weeeng battered by their
husbands. On the other hand, the singles complahkdving been battered by their
ex-lovers. The study shows that most women suifigrsical abuse (battering) from

their own husbands. It also shows that most womweon are or have been in
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relationship with male partners have at one pointanother suffered physical

battering.

® Husband  ® Ex-husband = Ex-lover

Figure 4.5: Perpetrators of abuses suffered by resndents

4.2.5 Parental Violence

The respondents were asked whether there was afgnee in the family between
their mother and father. Thirty-five per cent stiatbat this happened occasionally,
20% said it happened often, 18% did not know whretthere was any violence, while

27% said there was no violence (Fig. 4.6).

& Never & Occasionaly &Gften & Donnot know

Figure 4.6 — Parental Violence
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4.2.6 Curbing Violence against Women

The respondents were asked how best they thinkegdmased violence should be
curbed. Sixty-seven per cent stated that policlesulsl be applied to eradicate or
reduce the violence, while 24% said that famitieboth the man and woman should
be involved because they are the ones who knowctuple well and should
therefore be able to solve the couple’s problen@n the other hand, 9% of the
respondents preferred social workers stating tieat are neutral and do not take sides
when there is a fight or problem in a householdytWill therefore advise the couple

accordingly.

Hinvolve policies M Invoive Families Invoivesocial workers

i, %%
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Figure 4.7: Curbing Gender Based Violence

4.2.7 Challenges Resulting from Violence Against \Waen

The respondents were asked to state the challehgesesult from violence against

women. Fifty-one per cent of them said that thenen separate from their spouses
during and after the violence because they no lotrgst them. On the other hand,

22% of the respondents said that children alsoamay from home and seek shelter

in the streets or with other family members. Hina7% stated that women who are



victims of violence experience poverty becauseck lof support from their partners.

These findings are summarized in Fig. 4.8.

Figure 4.8: Challenges resulting from Violence agast Women

Figure 4.9 shows the findings on respondents whorteviolence against them The
findings indicate a majority (78%) of the victimsually report the violence. On the

hand, 11% do not report the violence while anoili& said that they do not report

the violence.

m NO mYes m Sometimes

Figure 4.9: Reporting on Violence Cases

32



Figure 4.10 shows that 13% of the victims had reggbtto their elders about the
violence, 22% had reported to the family 44% regubtio the police and 20% of the
victims had not reported to an authority or persdhcan be observed from these
findings that the majority of the respondents heyorted the violence to the Police
instead of the family or elders. Most of them géwe reason of fearing close people
to know what happens in their homes. Others fefugtier abuse or death if their

spouses found out that they had spoken to theitivek about the violence.

Reported to elders

Reported to family

Reported to police

Did nothing

Figure 4.10: Person to whom violence was reported.

4.2.8 Forms of Abuse

The survey results indicate the existence of playsiolence against women to a
great extent as shown in figure 4.11. above. Tibige shows that the commonest
form of abuse in the research is physical violemBm®ating tops with 56%, slapping
33% of the respondents. In addition to the plajsiolence, 11% of the respondents

reported that some men used abusive words agh@isipartners.
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Form of Abuse

ESlanning  HBeating Ahusivewores

Figure 4.11: Forms of Abuse

4.3  Why Battered Women Stay

The focus group discussion revealed that most wostay in abusive relations
because they have no alternative but to stay. rTieaisons included sympathy or
need for their spouses, fear, no safe place toclibdren or financial constraints.

These findings support those of Ondicho (1993).

Women Laini Saba live in poverty, and their incomeneager. The houses are built
of wattle and mud and iron sheets. From the faposp discussions, it was evident
that a code name, ‘Alshabaab’ is used in referém¢be men who beat their women
in the area. One of the respondents remarkedhbatighest number of women who
lived in this area were women who have been phiygio#olested by their husbands
through beating. In the discussions it came ouwrbtehat socialization influences the
economic violence experienced by women in this camity. The discussants were
of the opinion that when people live in extreme gty this usually leads to violence

against women.
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4.3.1 Respondents’ understanding of the meaning wiolence

The respondents referred to violence as the beatingomen by their husbands,
refusal to support women economically and usingsefeulanguage against women.
Some also thought violence includes undermining @nvhen they are trying to do
any type of business, even on a small scale, talide to support themselves
financially. The respondents thought that this wae to the cultural belief that it is
men who are supposed to provide for the family, aadthe other way round. The
respondents also noted that violence was mainledneut against women. This

assertion was also supported by the male key irdotsn

Based on the respondents, violence occurred whenfaied to solve issues using
the law. They referred to this as “taking the laato their own hands.” Some
respondents thought that men beat their wives Isectney are more empowered than
women both financially and physically. This medmst the empowerment of men is
the bane for women and suggests that men usefiancial and physical power to

abuse women through violence.

The respondents agreed that most single, separdieatced and even married
women have suffered domestic violence at one pomtanother. One of the
respondents confessed that some of her fingerdéew chopped off during violence.
The form of violence was either verbal or physiaalnarrated by the respondents.
While the male key informants were very categoribat they have never beaten their
wives, some of them who were bachelors agreedfiegtwould not do it even when

they got were married.
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4.3.2 Women in positions of power in the area

The respondents agreed that in as much as womenaargin this area, the few men
here are the ones who control the area. The Gmdfhis assistant are men. The
elders are also men. Most women are in social wadh as community development
projects. The respondents also said that men gdtigopolitical and administrative
positions in the area. On the other hand, womenmgcassistants’ positios and most

of them work for NGOs.

The element of the socialization of woman is cleathat whereas there are more
women than men, it is men who take leadership ipositin the area. The cultural
and social structures have placed men above woméeadership positions in the
area. As already stated, men occupy political achinistrative positions, a good
example being the chief and his assistant. Irdigidlese men are supposed artibrate

on the issues of violence meted against women.

4.3.3 Report of assault cases to the area of chief

The Key Informant who is the area chief indicatbdttat least cases of violence
against women were constantly reported in his effite said that his office had often
offered support to those survivors of the violeritiee respondents further stated that
the majority are single women who have childrenosMof the women come to stay
in this village after separating from their husb&mehom they claim had mistreated
them through beating and other types of assaiilt® informant stated that girls who
had witnessed their mothers being abused were tikalg to grow up hating men
and so end up being victims of abusive husbands. wkint on to provide further

evidence thus:
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“This area has a high rate of poverty and thawfs/ there are many
community based development projects. Most ottses of violence that we
get result from beating and abuses because of manéyother resources in
the family...So we can say that poverty somehow &dftte level of violence
that women suffer from.”
“....me as the chief of this area can say that oficetased statistics show
that at least women every week come to my officeefwort that they have
been beaten by their husbands”
“In any case, the way in which the women and ginlghis area have been
brought up affects the way they view their men als violence. Sometimes,
when they bring their cases to me the woman end$etgnding or forgiving
the man even when there is a clear case of violdrateis actionable by the
law”
Based on the chief’s estimated statistics, itlesicthat violence is prevalent in the
study area. Women and children also seem to benthst affected by the violence.
The high level of separated women who come to stathe area where there is

poverty is an indication of the effects of violerarethe victims.

The Chief also said that due to the varied cultprattices in the area, it was hard to
determine if the cultural processes affected tienice that women faced in the area.
He however stated that a majority of the women wdunme forward to complain in his

office did not particularly like the beating th&ey received and stated that even if it

was a result of cultural orientation, they did approve of it.

4.3.4 Social Worker
The social worker who acted as a key informantwaarks with an NGO dealing with
neglected children (street children), said that trafsthe children in the home are

from broken homes because of violence. Their methee single and are not able to
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support them. This suggests that some of therelmltlave equally suffered from the
violence just as their parents. She went on te $has:
“Children suffer a lot when their mothers are beas@d this is clear from
some of the testimonies that we get from the sorgiwhen they come to our
children’s home. Violence negatively affects clelals growth and
concentration in school and other areas of life...caanot say that girls are
the most affected as boys are also affected”
“The way our cultures is that men are given prjoand preference in the
society. This makes men even today to think thay tare superior and can
treat their women the way they like. This includegating and disciplining
their women and using any method that they choosafortunately
sometimes the women are beaten and abused so Badhe are hospitalized
as a result.”
“Poverty makes women dependent on men. Men thext wwvemen the way
they like including beating them and abusing thdimnyou hear the stories
from the children you realize that some of the cglarare from family
disagreements about money and the question is Whold provide for the
family”
The social worker further indicated that culturasue affect the way women are
viewed in the society and this determines how they treated. According to her,
violence is an element of cultural orientation whitas been passed down from the
past. Culturally, women were abused and beaterf@asnaof administering discipline.
This has however been abused and therefore mostbman their wives on the

slightest confrontation and for the flimsiest aiisens.

The social worker also indicated that poverty makesnen dependent on men and
makes them vulnerable and susceptible to manipuaiatand abuse by the men. In
her opinion, 1olence against women is both a cause and a coesegwf poverty.
Violence keeps women poor, and poverty exposes tleefiolence. Women who
suffer from violence lose income and their capatatgarn their own money and this

affects their ability to provide for their families
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Another key informant stated that the communityeloasrganization she works for
deals with the women who are survivors of domeatitence. The organization has
its own counselors to walk with the survivors utiiéy recover and come out of this

period of depression.

The informant said that community-based organipatias a place for women who
were feeling abused and mistreated gain back Hatiresteem and self-worth and
start a new life with dignity. Women she said wéee to express their feelings as

compared to the men who were also welcome to tp@nization. She went on thus:

“The women who come here are those who have sdffen@m violence.
Some come with very serious injuries and we tieatt and take care of them.
But apart from that we offer counseling and assistao the victims of abuse
until they are able to recover fully and they cantmue with their lives”

“One thing that you can observe about the women wbme to this
organization is that the majority are poor, anda@gependent on their men for
basic needs. Some say that they are abused babaiurskusbands know they
cannot go anywhere even if they are beaten.... Weetew in this
organization, help women deal with povert...onetl# things we do to
encourage women is to empower them by loaning timemey to enable them
do small scale business, e.g selling vegetablesand hand clothes.

Yes, | believe that in some culture the way girks socialized affects the way
they respond to violence and abuses. For exampiee ©f the women who
come here claim that it was right for them to batee.... it is very hard to
help them to deal with the violence because you déh difficult cultural
issues...some of them confess that when they retomehto their parents,
they are returned because culture has taught womnbe patient in marriage
even if it is abusive”.

From this key informant’'s discussion, it is cle&att women still suffer violence
because of the social orientation that they en@umthen they are young. The
informant gave the example of some of the women whib the community based

organization and think that that it was right foemn to be beaten. According to her, it
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becomes hard to help such women to deal with tblewce because you are dealing

with a difficult cultural issue.
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CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction
This chapter discusses the research findings aawsdiconclusions from those

findings. The chapter also makes recommendatiorieebasis of the conclusions.

5.2  Discussions

5.2.1 Why most women in Laini Saba face Violencedm Men

The first specific objective of this study was tetefmine the cultural challenges
faced by women in Laini Saba which increase thbances of being battered by
husbands or lovers. The findings suggest thati@iinfluences the way women are
viewed in the society and this determines how they treated. Culturally women
were abused and beaten as a form of administersgyptine. Therefore husbands
beat their spouses on the slightest provocationfanthe flimsiest of reasons. Our

culture has given men priority and preference ovemen.

Women and children also seem to be the most affdoyethe violence. The high
level of separated women who come to stay in tka arhere there is poverty is an

indication of the effects of violence on victims.

The second specific objective of this study waddtermine how the poverty faced by
women in Laini Saba predisposes them to violengknost all the respondents said
that poverty was the biggest problem in their nages. They accepted that they

depended on their husbands/men for financial regsuand other basic needs.
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Poverty makes women dependent on men. Men, threrdfeat women the way they

like including beating them and abusing them ireotlays.

The NGOs and women groups in this area encourageewdo join table banking to
be empowered economically. Women are encourageénggage in small-scale
businesses since there is no farming here. Taikibg help them to borrow money
with low interest unlike the banks. The moneyahlé banking is shared amongst the
women equally and nothing remains on the tableeyTimeet once per month and
each month they bring back the interest and sotthe $iavings which they then share
again. With this, women are economically empower€de majority of respondents
have no or very little education and this has aibgan their incomes; therefore they

do not get well paid jobs due to lack of knowledae technical skills.

Thirdly, the study sought to determine the extemtvthich socialization was
responsible for the physical violence experiencg@vbmen in this community. The
findings suggest that the way girls have been brbug, affects them when they are
women and how they view the men and the violenceednen them. Thus, they
sometimes tend not to report to anyone when theybattered and end up forgiving

and depending the man

The respondents observed that men go out to soeiali bars and other drinking
places while women stay at home to take care of tamilies; therefore boys grow
up knowing that men drink while women do odd jolddost respondents reported of
their spouses being violent when under the infleeoicalcohol. The many alcohol

brewing sites within the area have encouraged ala@nsumption
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5.3  Conclusions

The researcher concluded that many women in Kibtasi Saba have been
seriously affected by this act of violence. Tha&shmpaired their ability to carry on
with small-scale businesses and also has increageghses on medication. Women
have to visit the hospital for treatment of themumds and injuries incurred during

episodes of violence.

While many traditional practices are slowly dyinghwthe modern ways of life, wife

beating seems to have defied the order. In thie padition encouraged wife beating
since culturally, it was perceived as being norn&ime cultures believed that by
beating your wife it wasd a sign that you love héris said that even some women

agitate their husbands to beat them so as to phewelove for them.

Unlike today when girls are encouraged to go toosthin the old days parents
preferred taking boys to school, and encouragelg ewarriages for the girls. Thus,
in this study it came out clearly that most of tegpondents were only primary school

dropouts, with only a few being secondary and gelée graduates.

5.4 Recommendations

From the research findings, the following recomnagimhs can be made:

1. Since most victims report the violence to théigeo the police should take
these cases seriously and apprehend and prosdwmuteulprits instead of

encouraging the victims to go and sort out of court
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Civil society organizations working in this arslaould encourage women to
venture into income-generating activities so thaytcan empower themselves
economically. This will enable the women to fermt themselves and so
reduce conflicts with their partners.

The Kenya Federation of Women Lawyers shouldsi@ssctims of the

violence to prosecute their tormentors should thlee not take action.

44



REFERENCES

Abrahams H. (2007) Supporting Women after Domestic Violence:” LoBsauma
and Recovery2" Edition

Agblemagnon, F.N. (1962) The International SoSigience Journal

CEDAW-Violence Women http://www.un.org/womenwatadcedaw/2008

COVAW - http://Iwww.COVAW.or.ke "Police Ignorance drape is Appalling'.
Saida Ali

COVAW - http:// www.covawReport (May—June 2013) 8as Survey on
Knowledge,

CREAW, 2011:10 - Issue No. 5 Awareness PracticeRrevalence of Gender Based
Violence

Dupire, M. 1969, The Position of women in past@atiety. In women in pastoral
society.

FIDA, 2010:12 "Gender Based Domestic Violencein y&ehfidakenya.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/07/Domestic-Violence.pdf

Global Slavery Index (2013), Work Free Foundation

Gelle, 1972:13 — ‘Male Dominance over Woman’

Hart K (1982) "The Political Economy of West Afric&€ambridge University Press,
Cambridge

Horwath, (2007) "Child Neglect:’ Identification adsessment. Palgrave Macmillan

Kariuki P.W. (1989) ‘In search of a Sense of |dgriti

News Magazine Report 2008-200Renya Demographic and Health Survey(KDHS)

Report 2008 — 2009

45



Mc Evoy (2012 "Battering Rape and Lethal Violencé baseline of information on
physical

threats against women in Nairol8mall Arms Survey, Geneva

National Commission on Gender and Developmentcidliiefing No.2 2010

National Guidelines on Management ofexual Violence in Kenya2nd Edition,
2009

Ondicho,T.G. (1993Women in Traditional African Society

Obonyo, A.J.(2012)The Practice of Wife Inheritance

Pickup F. (2001)Ending Violence against Women:” A Challenge fov@&epment
and Humanitarian Work Oxfam GB.

Sue Johns and Nici Nelson (1999rban Poverty in Africa:’ from understanding to
alleviation.

Terry G. (2007) Gender Based Violenc®xfam. GB

United Nations (2002)Women Peace and SecurilyY, United Nations.

United Nations (2020 'Hand book for Legistlation on Violence againsorién’,
United Nations

Marxist Theory

United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFER)05:91

United Nations (2011) News Letter on Action agaiWe®men Issue No0.10

http://sociology.about.com/od/Sociological-Theotigminist-Theory.html

46



APPENDICES
Appendix 1

Survey questionnaire

My name is Grace Obwanda. | am a postgraduatestuil gender and development
studies at the University of Nairobi. At presengm doing a project on Violence
against Women in Kibera, Laini Saba, and Nairobin@p. | am therefore requesting

you to share with me your experiences on domesilence in this area.

INSTRUCTIONS
1) Answer all questions accurately
2) Be as sincere as possible

3) The information given will be treated confidenyall

SECTION A: PERSONAL DATA

Name (OPLIONAI) ... e e e e e e e e e

Marital Status

i. Married ()
ii Separated ()
iii. Divorced ()

iv. Widowed ()

47



V. Single ()
SECTION B
4. What level of education have you attained?
i. None ()
il. Primary ()

iii. Secondary ()

iv Tertiary ()

(@) Why did you not pursue further level of educa®

(b) Do you think your level of education affectaily@hances of employment ?
i. Yes ()

ii. No ()

What have you done to improve your level of educéti

SECTION C

5. What type of occupation do you conduct?

(@8 How much do you earn per month?

i. Less than 1000 ()
. 1001 — 5000 ()
il. 5001 - 10000 ()
iv Above ()
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(b) How many children do you have?

(c) Do they go to school ?

i. Yes ()

ii No ()
(d) If Yes, what level of education are they in ?
(e)  Who facilitates their learning ?

SECTION D

6. The man who battered/beat or physically abusedy your:

i Husband Yes () No ()
ii Ex-husband Yes () No ()
iii. Lover Yes () No ()
iv. Ex-lover Yes () No ()

7. When was the first time you saw him behave withy®
i. ApPProxXimate date ..........oeiiiii i

ii What did NE 07, et
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iii. What did you do about it?

Do you face threat out of family?
a)Yes ()
b) No ()

Do you normally report the violence cases?

Did both of your parents live together Yes() No()
Was there physical violence between your parent

(@) Never ()

(b) Occasionally ()

(b) Often ()

(c) Do not Know ()
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Appendix 2:

Focus Group Discussions (FGD)

My name is Grace Obwanda. | am a postgraduatestua gender and development
studies at the University of Nairobi. At preseingm doing a project on Violence
Against Women in Kibra’s Laini Saba, Nairobi County am therefore requesting

you to share with me your experience on this is #rea.

1. Which type of people live in this community?

2 What do you understand by the term violencersjavomen?

3. Do you know any women in this area who havesnffered domestic
violence?

4 Do women and men have control of this area?
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Appendix 3

Key Informants Interview Guide

What is the general size of this area ?

What organization do you operate in this regiod how does it help the

domestic violence survivors here?

How many households do you know in this area a#e victims or survivors

of domestic violence?
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