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LbO ETHNIC FACTOR IN THE 1979 AND 1983 ELECTIONS 
IN BONDO AND GEM - KENYA 

By 

Patrick 0 . A l i la 

ABSTRACT 

This discussion i s based on the prior analysis of social trans-
formation in Poland with s p e c i f i c reference to Bondo and Gem. It is 
aimed at demonstrating the ro le of ?:uo ethnic factor in modern elections, 
in particular the 1979 and 1983 General Elections in the two constituen-
cies. 

The discussion reveals a dominant role of Luo ethnic factor in 
these e lect ions . This i s parti'-u.larly t ine regarding participation in 
elections in that organisation...of the electorate is based on clan allegiance 
un4er- the inf luence of elders. Likewise, in terms gaining a leadership 
position <\lan support i s s ign i f i cant . I t is however not sufficient because 
there i s also a consideration of modern elements especially the contribu- . 
tion by the leadership aspirant to development effort in the f-.onstituency. 
This latter consideration can be said to form a basis of influence of 
the odncated e l i t e in e lec tora l p o l i t i c s , while the elders derive their 
influence from tradi t ional norms. 

The evidence shows that lo ' -al leadership comprising both the 
elders and the educated e l i t e play a crucial role in election campaigns. 
3y the way they interpret the e lect ion issues they also determine the 
gjit«;ome of .elections. A major issue indicating this is ^he polit ical 
position of Odinga in Luoland which has .ontributed to the rise and fa l l 
of various p o l i t i c a l leaders in a number of constituencies in Luoland 
not jr.st in Gem and Bondo. This has resulted in personality cult in 
which ethnicity i s a cruc ia l "ar iable and has becomc a prominent feature 
of Luo p o l i t i c s . 
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Prelude tc the 1979 Elections-

The happenings in the period between the 1974 and 1979 Elections 
prcvide useful background t o a proper understanding of the 1979 Elections. 
The happenings revolve around the choice between two alternative leader-' 
ships for the Luo broadly viewed as pro-Odinga and anti-Odinga. And the • 
iss*e of which leadership can best serve 'the interests of Luo unity and 
progress within the national p o l i t i c a l context. 

It should be noted to begin with that immediately after the 1969 
Elections, an attempt was made to force one common leadership which did not 
exclude Odingr ahd his detained colleagues in the interest of Luo unity and 
progress. But as the' 1974 e lect ions approached a division started emerging 

t r 

which increasingly widened thereafter such that by the time of the 1979 
elections one could def inite ly talk of there being two opposing camps. 
On the one hand there were those who were f o r and on the other hand those 
against Luo leadership-headed by Odinga. 

The division leading t c the actual r i f t in Luo leadership started 
taking root among the Luo MPs fol lowing the 1974- e l e c t i ons . This can be 
attributed in part tc actions by the Executive which blantantly favoured 
individuals well known to be in the anti-Odinga camp and at the same time* 
were apparently meant to spi te those considered to be in the Odinga camp. 

Thus Omamo after losing in the 1974 e lec t ions in Bondo to Ougo 
he was s t i l l appointed a nominated MP. The trend i s further borne out by 
ministerial appointments. It was a common pract ice at that point in time 
in Kenya's pol it ical history that a candidate who beat a cabinet minister 
in parliamentary elections ended up being appointed a minister. Arcase 
in point is flaniel Mutinda who beat Ngala Mwendwa in the 1974 election 
and was appointed a minister. Ougo received no such recognition. On 
the contrary, i t seemed that i t was Omamo who l o s t that was rewarded. 

In the same vein in South Nyahza i t was Okiki Amayo who was 
appointed an assistant minister while Onyango Ayodo and Odero Jowi, both 
former cabinet ministers, who had los t in the 1969 e lec t ions but re-
captured their seats in 1974, were not reinstated to ministerial appoint-
ment. The ccrnmon bel ie f part icular ly in Luoland was that the two failed 
to be reinstated because they had developed leanings towards the Odinga camp. 
It was in fact argued that without Odinga's blessing they could not have 
regained their seats. 

The theoretical framework and the h i s t o r i c a l basis f o r the analysis 
in this paper are in WP 403. I wish to acknowledge f inancial support 
frcm the Ford Foundation f or fieldwork and thank J. Juma, B. Okaro and 
K. Ooko who worked as my Research Assistants. 
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The maneuvres of anti Odinga MPs and their supporters became 
clearly evident through KANU party elect ions. They came out openly and 
contested the 1977 KANU elections making deliberate e f f o r t to build their 
own independent support. These elections for party re-organisation from 
the grassroots therefore led accession to party leadership, at the -branch 
leve l and below, by these anti Odinga elements while Odinga himself was 
excluded from the l o ca l level party leadership. 

Likewise Odinga was excluded from the abortive party elect ions 
for national o f f i c i a l s . But the interesting point here i s that instead 
of ganging up behind Odinga individual Luo leaders f « r example Omamw, Okero 
and Ayftki, independently of Odinga,- vied f o r national party posts . This can 
be seen as signall ing their strc^-i^spirations provide an alternative -
leadership f o r the Luos not only at the l o ca l level but at the national « 
level as well f It i s s igni f ieant to also note in connestion with these 
national party elect ions that Omamo as one of the leadership aspirants did 
not make up his mind at the outset as to which party post he should run 
f o r and consequently switched from wanting to contest the party Trea-
sure rship to Secretaryship. This would seem to indicate that although 
l ike the other leadership aspirants they may have had supporters at the 
community leve l they had not bni l t p o l i t i c a l power base above that leve l 
and were apparently not sure of themselves. 

The fac t that two groups of leadership had emerged, one which 
supported and the other did not support Odinga, was also clearly manifested 
by the Wyugivs Declaration. At a public ra l ly organised by Onyango Ayodo 
at Oyugis, the largest trading •sentre in his Kasipul/Kabondo «onstituency 
those present declared that Odinga should be the unanimous leader of the 
iuo. Those in the opposing camp did not want t c entertain the idea 
and therefore challenged this stan«e. This i s evidenced f o r example by 
Okiki Amayo's vehement rebuttal statement that Odinga should accept him 

9 as a leader or "go t c he l l " . 

1 The Weekly Review 30/9/83 p. 21. 

2. 
" Atieno-Odhiambo, The Luos in Po l i t i c s in African Perspectives, 
No. 1 Sept.-Oct. 1977. p. 32. 
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The opponents of Odinga having gained seme measure of cohesion 
started going or. the o f f ens ive . There were f o r instance the ra l l i e s 
which this group held at the headquarters in South Nyanza, Kisumu and Siaya, 
the three Luo d i s t r i c t s . The key f igures in this move were Okero and Amayo. 
The essence of their d iv is ive campaign was that the Luo were dis loyal to 

the President, the government and KANU implying that they themselves and 
, i 

their fol lowers were not. Okero who was the leader of the group put the 
matter pointedly saying that the meetings were being held in response to 
the challange posed by Odinga through the Luo Union and were therefore meant 

3 
" t o end the Odinga myth once and f o r a l l " . 

The Luo Union was indeed the next target of their of fensive 
having perceived Odinga threat as coming from that quarter. In March 1978 
they blocked a delegation of the Luc community arranged by the Luc Union 
to v i s i t the President at State House to pledge loyalty to him, the 
government and the ruling party KANU. Another move was to change the leader-
ship of the Union by insta l l ing a caretaker committee headed by Odongo 
Omamo in place of Paul Mboya and his constitutionally elected committee. 
The caretaker committee was surprisingly registered, despite vehement 
opposition by the Paul Mbuya committee and the Luo community generally 
and i t started asserting control over the two main inst itut ions of the 
Union namely, Ramogi Institute of Advanced Technology (RIAT) and the 
Ofafa Memorial Hall. 

The Luo community received a l l this with great dismay seeing 
the trend of events as the work of outside forces bent on dividing the 
community. There was consequently a strong negative fee l ing against members 
of the group within the community who were by now being regarded as d i s s i -
dents. As regards s p e c i f i c a l l y those of them who were MPs an idea that 
they should not be returned to parliament in the next general e lect ions 
was gaining popularity very fas t . 

There was, however, a dramatic turn of events and a new climate 
in Kenya's p o l i t i c s which a f fec ted the p o l i t i c a l outlook of the nation, 
the Luo community included. This emanated from the sudden death of President 
Kenyatta in August 19 78 which led to the accession to the presidency of 
his vice president, Daniel arap Moi. As the new President, Moi made certain 

b The Weekly Review. 26/5/78 

Ibid. 
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p o l i t i c a l l y s t r a t e g i c moves shich had direct implications for the Luo 
community. The f i r s t move was the release of a l l po l i t i ca l detainees which 
meant that both Achieng' Oneko and VJascnga Sijeyo who had served long deten-
tion terma were se t f r e e . Secondly, a f t e r staying in the pol i t i ca l cold 
for over ten years Odinga got a p o l i t i c a l appointment as the Chairman of 
the Cotton Lint and Seea Marketing Board. These two actions, especially 
the l a t t e r , ra ised very high hopes within the Luo community, of po l i t i ca l 
rehabi l i tat ion and an end t o the KPtJ stigma which had led to virtual 
p o l i t i c a l banishment o f the Luo. 

The prenouneement of the new Nyayo era of President Moi had a 
special meaning to the community. I t was seen as a God-given cRance for 
the community t o come back t o the p o l i t i c a l mainstream as the nevf era 
would bring t o an end the co l laborat ion between dissidents within the 
community and outside f orces that had worked tc- the detriment of the 
community. I t must have therefore come as a rude shock when after only 
a few months1 the "issue of KPU was again revived to bar Odinga from contes-
ting KANU party e l e c t i ons f o r national leadership. Furthermore the 
elections seemed t o favour the diss ident group led by Okero who was able 
to secure the post of KANU party nat ional Chairman. The mood of high 
expectations within the community consequently changed to one of cautious-
ness and i t became a matter o f concern as tc what the future holds for 
the comnunity in the new era. This concern was the major underlying 
factor in the 1979 e l e c t i ons held short ly after the new regime assumed 
power and through which i t was seeking from the 'felectrorate i ts own 
mandate to rule the country. 



- 5 -
The 1979 Election in Gem and Bondo 

IDS/Wp/ 14Q.Q 

GEM 
j Candidates 

The line up of candidates f o r this p a r t i c u l a r elect ion 
was as f o l l ows : - Omolo Okero, Otieno Ambala, Ongi l i Owiti, 
Okeno Osare, Oluande K'Oduol, Obare Asiko and Owino G-er. I t 
can be observed to begin with that compared s p e c i f i c a l l y to the 
previous 1974 election the number of candidates increased by 
one and were therefore even more than in 1974. Thus the 1979 
election became the one with the highest number of condidates in 
the history of Gem constituency. This can be at t r ibuted mainly 
to leadership cr is is which had become p a r t i c u l a r l y acute within 
Gem i t s e l f . A useful po inter to the c r i s i s i s the f a c t that 
small group interests organised around clans and even subclans 
became dominant groupings in the 1979 e l e c t i o n p o l i t i c s thereby 
precipitating an amorphous p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . 

The diversity of p o l i t i c a l groupings i s borne out by 
the clan origins of the candidates f o r th is e l e c t i o n . I f we 
consider f i r s t the two main clan l i n e s of d i v i s i o n we f ind 
that Kojuodhi had a d i spropor t i onate ly l a r g o number of candi-
dates than Kwenda. Five candidates v i z . Omolo Okero, Okeno 
Osare, Olwande K'Oduol, Obare Asiko and Owino Ger a l l came 
from Kojuodhi l ine while only two v i z . Ongil i Owiti and Otieno 
Ambala belong to Kwenda l i n e . A c l o s e r l o o k at Kojuodhi 
candidates reveals that three of them, Ociolo Okero, Obare Asiko 
and Owino Ger coao from Kagola c lan while both Okeno Osare and 
Oluande K'Oduol are from Kakwany. I t w i l l be r e c a l l e d that Kagol 
and Kakwany groups have a common ancestry from Adhayo. . This 
has been the basis of a long standing a l l i a n c e which has been 
considered the major f a c t o r contr ibut ing to Kojuodhi dominance of 
leadership in Gem. But i t i s in f a c t Kagola which due to 
cunning manoeuvres has over the years had an upper hand in this 
'-'ominance and therefore reaped b e n e f i t s and not Kakwany. This 
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has increas ing ly become a .matter of concern within Kakwany 
which has resu l ted in a growing feeling of risen Iry between the 
two t rad i t i ona l a l l i e s . Kakwany producing i ts own candidates 
can be 3een as par t l y a consequence of this rivalry, likewise 
rivalry between Kagola l ineages helps explain why Kagola 
produced as many as three candidates, It is interesting to 
note that the hocies of two of the candidates, Qtnolo Okero and 
Owino Ger, are l i t e r a l l y separated by fences. In other words 
even Kagolo c lan i t s e l f i s not a homogeneous entity. 

In the case of Kwenda candidates clan position is 
quite c l e a r , Ongil i Owiti comes from Kanyikwaya while Otieno 
Ambala belongs to Kathouo, the arch rival of Kanyikwaya within 
Kwenda, The only complicating factor is the common belief not 
only within Kwenda but in the whole of Gem that Ambala is 
s t r i c t l y spoa-fci—j a "Jadak" (sett ler ) from Alego (ja Alego) and 
is therefore not by o r i g i n genuinely from Kwenda or Kathomo • 
and oTot Gem f o r that matter. There are those who argue that 
his l inks with Alego have in fac t been very strong. They say, 
for example, that his brother went back to Alego and settled on 
their land there . Also i t i s alleged that Ambala himself when 
going f o r fur ther s tudies abroad 'solicited financial-contributions 
fro.n Alego people which he apparently valued .more than help from 
Gen people . This was interpreted as an attitude of neglect 
towards Gen peop le , and an indication that he cherished blood 
ties to A lcgo . 

The ex i s tence of a leadership cr is is in Gem is evident 
from the f a c t that nost of the candidates supported by the 
diverse groupings were p o l i t i c a l unknowns even within the consti -
tuency, Those known p o l i t i c a l l y included' f irst , Oaolo Okero who 
had been the MP f o r Gen s ince 1969, had been a' cabinet minister 
and was the KANU party national chairman. Secondly, Otieno 
Ambala who contested the 1974 elections and came second to Omolo 
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Okero was well known p o l i t i c a l l y in Gem e s p e c i a l l y due to his 
continued po l i t i ca l campaign even a f t e r l o s i n g i n that election. 
Thus unlike Okero who was known p o l i t i c a l l y both within and 
outside Gen he was only wel l known within the const ituency. 
Thirdly, Oluande K'Oduol, r e ce ived p u b l i c i t y in Luoland through 
association with Odinga in the KPU fo l l owed by his detention 
and also working for Lolwe Bus Serv i ces , He was therefore to 
eone extent known p o l i t i c a l l y in Gen and in .most parts of §inya 
snd Kisuau d i s t r i c t s . 

The remaining candidates were p o l i t i c a l unknowns even 
within Gen. I t can however be sa id that Okono Osare 's nane was 
well known both within and outs ide Gen due to the f a c t that he 
had been Provincial Commissioner i n the North-Eastorn Province 
and subsequently was appointed Chairnan of the Kenya Sugar 
Authority. Ongili Owiti was a l so known but to a very limited 
extent and mainly in South Gen where he had p a r t i c i p a t e d actively 
in harambee projects notably the Ranula Health Centre. In addi-
tion he was a general manager of Coca - Cola B o t t l i n g Company and had 
been actively involved in a l ead ing r o l e in the canpaign for 
Ambala in the 1974 e lec t i on . Thus the o f f i c e s they held and 
exposure to the public could contr ibute to r e l a t i v e l y nore people 
knowing Okeno Osare and Ongi l i Owiti than Obaro Asiko and Owino 
Ger who were the least known even with in Gen i t s e l f . But a l l 
these four including even Oluande K'Oduol were p o l i t i c a l l y un-
known quantities in Gem p o l i t i c s . This i s i n c o n t r a s t to Omolo 
Okero who WOE well known p o l i t i c a l l y in the whole of Gen and 
had a stronghold in North Gen. Likewise Otieno Anbala who had 
built a stronghold in South Gen was a l so known p o l i t i c a l l y in Gem. 



E l e c t i o n Campaigns 
- 8 -

IDS/WP/ 4 0 8 

I t can be argued that campaign r a l l i e s c o n s t i t u t e the 
be3t i n d i c a t o r of campaign organisat ion of e l e c t i o n candidates 
in a s i t u a t i o n where sna i l group i n t e r e s t s based on c lan cleavages 
douinnte p o l i t i c s . I t i s in these canpaign .neetings that one 
can i d e n t i f y i n t e r a c t i o n s of a p o l i t i c a l nature because other 
i n t e r a c t i o n s tend to be personal in nature. But even more 
inportant i s the f a c t that the l a t t e r i n t e r a c t i o n s are haphazard 
and r a r e l y occur in an organised pattern and in p laces a c c e s s i -
b le to the researcher . They there fore do not e a s i l y lend then-
se lves to s y s t e n a t i c observat ion . A s p e c i a l a t t ent i on was there -
f o r e paid to the organisat ion of canpaign .neetings i n the Gen 
e l e c t i o n as wel l as Bondo. 

The nost s t r i k i n g f a c t about the 1979 Gen e l e c t i o n 
.neetings i s that Onolo Okero and Otieno Anbala held ind iv idual 
separate canpaign r a l l i e s . The re.naining f i v e candidates ( 5 -
Group) v i z , Okeno Osare, Ongil i Owiti, Oluande K'Oduol, 
Obare Asiko and Owino Ger held j o i n t r a l l i e s sharing the 
sane p l a t f o r n . I t was 3aid that a l l th is cane about because 
of Okero s i n c e he was the one who i n s i s t e d on holding his own 
separate neet ings while a l l the other candidates were f o r the 
idea o f j o i n t r a l l i e s . I t was then that Otieno Anbala in view 
of the step take"n by Okero f o l l owed s u i t and a l so asked the 
a d n i n i s t r a t i o n f o r his own separate .neetings. Thus Gen candidates 
organised three separate r a l l i e s , Okero's r a l l i e s , Anbala 's 
r a l l i e s and r a l l i e s of the 5 - Group. This had c e r t a i n s i g n i f i -
cant i m p l i c a t i o n s . 

In the f i r s t p l a c e p o l i t i c a l l y unknown candidates had 
a separate p l a t f o r n f r o n those p o l i t i c a l l y known. This was i n t e r -
preted by the 5 - Group to be out of f e a r on the part of Okero and 
Aubala of being exposed i n j o i n t r a l l i e s . In the case of 
Okero i t was seen as a c l e a r demonstration of his a l oo fness f r on 
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the people and a design to avoid his poor p o l i t i c a l record 
being discussed in his presence . As f o r Anbnla i t was argued 
that i t c l e a r l y showed that ho i s not f r o a Gen and could not 
there fore f a ce the e l e c t o r a t e in the presence of those genuinely 
f r o a Gen. Those in the 5 - Group repeatedly s tated in the i r r a l l i e s 
that they are the "Jogen A s i l i " (the true sons o f Geu) who were 
hunbly f a c i n g Gen people together as raenbers o f one f a n i l y unlike 
the other two. I t was f ron auong then they argued, that the MP 
f o r Gen should cone. Thus whether a candidate was genuinely f ron 
Gen or not developed in to on e l e c t i o n i ssue p a r t i c u l a r l y in r e f e -
rence to Anbala. 

Secondly, s i n c e the candidates were f a c i n g the sane 
e l e c t o r a t e organisat ion of separate r a l l i e s a f f e c t e d the t in ing 
of the meetings. The adn in i s t ra t i on was concerned about provid ing 
adequate s e c u r i t y i f nore thar? one .meeting was arranged to take 
p lace s imultaneously . The r a l l i e s wore there fore arranged f o r 

d i f f e r e n t dates and t ines of the day. The r a l l i e s of "the 5-Group 
and those of Anbala took p lace at e i ther 10 A.M. to 1 P.M. or 
2 P.M. to 5 P.M. Okero1s r a l l i e s were a l l held between 11 A.M. 
and 2 P.M. and were fewer in nunber than those of a l l the other 
candidates . 

Third ly , in the case of Okero and Anbala who organized 
separate r a l l i e s they were able to have proninent p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
supporting then l i s t e d in the i r r a l l y p e r n i t to speak in support 
of the i r candidacy. Thus Wasonga S i j eyo featured proninent ly 
in Anbala 's .neetings while P r o f . B. Ogot who was designated 
Ohairnan of Olcero's meetings and his w i f e supported Okero. Both 
Okero and Anbala a l so had loudspeakers in the i r r a l l i e s . in 
contras t , in the 5 - Group r a l l i e s which were chaired by the 
Yala D.O., only the candidates spoke f o l l o w i n g a s e c r e t b a l l o t 
draw, and there was no loudspeaker systen . Yet the 5 - Group 
r a l l i e s tended to be b igger conpared to those of Anbala and Okero 
because each of the f i v e candidates a t t rac ted some supporters while 
Anbalo and 
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Okero's r a l l i e s which attracted mainly their own supporters , and 
were consequently smaller in s i z e . 

Fourthly, in terms of l o c a t i o n of the r a l l i e s there 
were cer ta in s t r a t e g i c places in the constituency notably Yala, 
Kambare and Dagoyior, where a l l the candidates held r a l l i e s . 
Yala i s the centre of the whole of Gem while Kambare and Dagoyier 
which i s near Akala Market, are important centres in South Gem. 
These are the places of greater soc ia l / interact ion and a lso where 
.most opinion lecaox-s are frequently found. Candidates there-
f o re try to capture support in these places to enhance their 
popular i ty constituencywide. 

Ra l l i e s were a lso held in p laces where haraabee p r o j e c t s , 
f o r example a health centre i s s i t e d . Candidates who contributed 
towards the p r o j e c t would be emphasising their concrete ac t i on and 
urging the e lec torate to reward them by vot ing f o r then. Their 
opponents on their part would be arguing that i f they are given 
support and win the e l e c t i o n they Would l ikewise bring bene f i t s 
to the area and sometimes promising even greater things. In other 
words those who contributed would be trying to conso l idate their 
support while their opponents would be trying to capture some of 
that support. There would s imi la r ly be struggles f o r support in 
places where a candidate has strong support by v i r tue of kinship 
or clan t i e s . In that case candidates from outside that kinship 
network would be trying to penetrate i t . 

The way a candidate has organised his campaign to gain 
the necessary support was manifested in the composition o f the 
r a l l i e s and the goings on during the r a l l y . I t was c l e a r l y 
evident that candidates with a strong campaign organisat ion 
transported some of the ir supporters to most of the ir r a l l i e s . 
One could therefore see these same supporters in nearly a l l the 
r a l l i e s of that candidate. This wos e s p e c i a l l y so jus t be fore 
the r a l l y when people from the surrounding area had not come f o r 
the r a l l y . These supporters would be s inging and dancing in 
praise of the ir candidate to be jo ined l a t e r by supporters „ron 
that area. Thus one could gauge the support f o r a dandidato 
a p a r t i c u l a r area by observing this core group o f supporters rr 
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how i t swe l led . And going f r o a r a l l y to r a l l y one could i d e n t i f y 
the strong and even l ead ing candidates . I t was not d i f f i c u l t to 
nake such observat ions in the case of Okero and Anbala who 
organised separate r a l l i e s . For instance the strong support f o r 
Anbalr in South Gen and the unpopularity o f Okero in that area 
was abundantly c l c a r f r on the poor turnout f o r the l a t t e r ' s 
r a l l y at Dagoyier near Akala market, In the case of Anbala there 
was a l a r g e turnout and so nuch fan fare that i t seened nore of a 
v i c t o r y c e l e b r a t i o n than a canpaign r a l l y . But going to North 
Gen, Okero's stronghold Anbala had to be content with r e l a t i v e l y 
nodest turnouts. At any ra te , the o v e r a l l impression f r o n a l l the i r 
r a l l i e s in both North and South Gen i s that they were the two 
l ead ing candidates . 

I f we turn to the 5 - Group, the f o l l o w i n g of each of 
the various candidates showed that the two lead ing candidates in 
that group were Ongi l i Owiti and Okeno Osnre. As in the case of 
Okero and Anbala i t was i n t e r e s t i n g to watch the contras t ing strength 
of f o l l o w i n g f o r Okeno Osare and Ongi l i Owiti in North and South Geo* 
Respect ive s t rongho lds . Another use fu l d i s cuss i on to cons ider 
in judging the strength of the candidates in the 5 - Group 
r a l l i e s i s that , unlike Okero and Anbala r a l l i e s , the supporters 
of the f i v e candidates were nixed. Since the supporters would 
be cheering the candidate they support when he s.peaks, the 
response of the audience was an add i t i ona l po inter to a cand idate ' s 
s trength. Apart f r o n having transported a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e r 
nunber of supporters than the other candidates Owiti hod a 
l i v e l y response during his canpaign speeches due to his o r a t o r i c a l 
c a p a b i l i t y . la this regard Okeno Osare was no natch f o r Owiti 
and this helped Owiti gain a l o t of support a t his expense and 
i t proved to be Ckeno Osaro 's ma in undoing. 

I t could be argued, and this i s e s s e n t i a l l y c o r r e c t , 
that a candidate ' s f inanc ia l resources was a major f a c t o r d e t e r -
mining the extent of t ransportat ion of supporters to r a l l i e s . 
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I t should however be renenbered that i t is not just money 
alone that goes in to keeping fa i th fu l followers in on election 
canpaign. There i s the kinship connection, . organisation 
a b i l i t y of the candidate , conpetent agents, contacts throughout 
the const i tuency e t c . These qual i t ies in a campaign organisation 
are r e f l e c t e d i n canpaign r a l l i e s . For instance the denonstration 
of s t rong support i n r a l l i e s f o r Okero and Okeno in Horth Gen 
and Anbola and Owiti in South Gen has to do more with their kin-
ship t i e s . Also i f one l ooks c lose ly at the composition of the 
r a l l i e s i n Gen one f i n d s that among Owiti1 s following there 
were r e l a t i v e l y nore won en and youth while Okero had women 
speakers in h is r a l l i e s . This has to do .more with the two 
candidates ' contacts and organisational ab i l i ty . 

Campaign Issues 

The nain i s sues in this election campaign can be said 
to be d l r w c t l y l inked to the question of what kind of leadership 
Gen should hove. There we re those who s t i l l supported Okero for 
his educat ion and n o t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l status as a cabinet minister. 
But the f e e l i n g o f nost people in Gem was that Okero should be 

rep laced . The only prob len was however that there was lack of 
agreenent as to who was the suitable replacement. This cbviously 
l e f t open the p o s s i b i l i t y that i f for so.me people the replacement 
was not s u i t a b l e they would f a l l back on Okero, 

The s trong f e e l i n g that Okero should be replaced can 
be explained in terns of h is relationship with his constituents, 
In other words the Gen e l e c t o r a t e was questioning his po l i t i ca l 
record during the two terns he had served as MP of the area. 
The nain quest ion was h i s contribution to development of Gem. 
Okero was seen by the major i ty of the electorate as not being 
development c o n s c i o u s . There had hardly been any harambee 
organised by Okero and whenever there was any he contributed 
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meagre suns considered unbecoming or h is status as a cabinet 
minister. Thus his poor performance in haranbee e f f o r t was 
the main cry against Okero. Gen people wanted to remain in a 
leading position in Luoland and there fore wanted nore schools, 
hospitals, roods etc. These were not being b u i l t result ing in 
a widespread complaint that Gen was now dragging behind in deve-
lopment. Development within Gen was there fore a .major issue in 
this election. 

I t was in the attempt to f i n d a s u i t a b l e replacement 
to Okero that Gem people were faced with other questions of 
leadership qualities. There was a general consensus that the 
person replacing Okero should be developnent consc ious . In 
addition he should be s o c i a l , c l o s e to his const i tuents and not 

•5 
have the arrogance, a l o o f n e s s , and i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y of Okero. 
There was however d iv i s i on ' ..among Gen people when i t came to 
the question of whether the person should be from Kojuodhi or Kwenda. The 
people of Kojuodhi wonted to naintoin the i r hold or. the liir'ersliip while 
cruong the Kwondo, wlo 3aw Okero1 s f a i l u r e as prov id ing thorn with a golden 
chance to wrench the leadership from Kojuodhi there was enthusiasm 
to provide a Kwenda replacement. Thcro was a l so d i v i s i o n , mainly 
relating to Anbala, over wnether the replacement shoi.ild be a 
"Ja Alego" (settler f ron Alego) or he should be a true son of 
Gem genuinely from Gem. I t should be added that although Ambala 
was the strong candidate f r on Kwenda there v/as no consensus even 
within Kwenda over his condidacy because of doubts over his clan 
origin. 

This discussion of leadership q u a l i t i e s spread beyond 
the boundaries of Gem const i tuency and was l inked to the issues 
of leadership and unity as wel l as progress in Luoland. The 
choice at this level was between pro-Odinga and anti-Odinga 
leadership. The general f e e l i n g i n Luoland was that Okero and 
other anti - Odinga elements ELLOTJIXL be replaced and the pro -
jd'inga forces within Gen . pressed f o r Okero's replacement 

The Weekly Review 26/10/79 
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mainly on this bas is . 6 As already ... pointed out, f o r internal 
reasons Gen people f e l t the need to replace Okero. The source 
of problens with Gen people over choosing pro-Odinga leadership 
was that i t seened to favour Anbala who had Odinga's b less ing 
and was a lso his son- in- law. Gen people were not agreed over 
Anbala 's candidacy as he was not favoured by Kojuodhi because 
he belonged to Kwenda and was considered Ja Alego by many people 
in Gen. These were natters of d i v i s i o n within Gen 'as we have 
seen. 

B0ITD0 
Candidates' 

There were three candidates contest ing the 1979 e l e c -
t ion in Bondo jus t as in 1974. The l i n e up remained e s s e n t i a l l y 
the 3a,ne as Odongo Omamo and Oî go Ochieng' remained the key 
'contestants. The only d i f f e r e n c e was the surpr ise appearence of 
G. Jalang 'o Anyango on the p o l i t i c a l - s c e n e i n Bondo. He was< 
young, cones from Sakwa and was a p o l i t i c a l unknown while his 
other two opponents had becone household names in Bondo p o l i t i c s . 
The desperate attenpts of Odinga to get into the race f a i l e d 
a t the eleventh hour. I t could thus be only expected that this 
e l e c t i o n would be a repeat of the previous. 1974 e l e c t i o n with the 
alignnent of p o l i t i c a l f o r ces remaining b a s i c a l l y the sane des -
p i t e Jalang 'o Anyango's candidacy. 

E lec t i on Campaigns 

The s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e between the 1979 Bondo 
e l e c t i o n meetings and those of Gen i s that Bondo candidates agreed 
to j o i n t r a l l i e s . As a natter of f a c t the r a l l i e s were not jus t 
exc lus ive ly f o r parliamentary condidates . The c i v i c candidates 
in the l o c a t i o n where the meeting was being held were a lso 
included and were the ones who addressed these r a l l i e s f i r s v. 

6 . 
Hilary Ug'-weno, ed» "E le c t i on Handbook 1979" Weekly He vie' 
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They were then f o l l owed by the parliamentary candidates who 
spoke a f t e r a l l the c i v i c candidates had spoken. Thus in the 
cose of Bondo, Ja lang 'o Anyango who was p o l i t i c a l l y unknown 
and the c i v i c candidates were able to address l a r g e r a l l i e s 
to which the major i ty oust hove been lured by the presence of 
Qmaco and Onago. They were there fore able to reach .uore people 
than would otherwise hove been the case i f these two prominent 
candidates held separate meetings. 

These Eondo meetings hod s i m i l a r i t i e s with the meetings 
organised by the 5 - Group in Gem. The administrat ion choired 
the meetings in Bondo in the person of the l o c a t i o n a l c h i e f . 
Like in Gem the candidates a l so drew l o t s and the person who 
picked number one spoke f i r s t f o l l owed by the r e s t in a s e r i a l 
order . I t was s t r i c t l y only the candidates who spoke and there 
was no prominent p e r s o n a l i t y speaking in support of any candidate 
QS was the case in Okero and Ambala .meetings in Gem. Also there 
was no loudspeaker system in these .meetings i n Bondo which a t 
times turned out to be very la rge r a l l i e s and there was d i f f i c u l t y 
f o l l o w i n g a cand idate ' s speech e s p e c i a l l y i f he did not hove a 
loud v o i c e . "But there was s i m i l a r i t y between a l l Gem and Bondo 
meetings i n that they were l o c a t e d i n s t r a t e g i c centres be they 
markets or s i t e s of previous haranbee a c t i v i t y . The idea , as 
already argued, would be to capture greater support by reaching 
a bigger p o r t i o n of the e l e c t o r a t e . There was a l s o s i m i l a r i t y 
in terns of t ransportat ion of supporters to various r a l l i e s 
across the const i tuency . These supporters would arr ive ear ly 
and engage in song and dance unt i l the r a l l y s tar ted and a f t e r 
the r a l l y . During the r a l l y they would be a c t i v e l y cheering 
the ir candidate such that in cer ta in r a l l i e s where a candidate 
had transported many supporters and was there fore being w i l d l y 
cheered a l l through h is speech one not f a m i l i a r with the core 
group of supporters could get the wrong impression that that i s 
that candidate ' s s t ronghold . I f i t was indeed that cand idate ' s 
stronghold then there would be deafening .applause and one could 
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.more eas i ly make that mistake. But unlike Gem, in Bondo there was 
o f ten heckling of the other candidates g iv ing the impression that 
these others had no support at a l l in that area. Yet the others 
did have supporters who were only a f r a i d to s t i c k out the ir 
necks by shouting in their support l e s t they are roughed up by 
the part isan crowd. 

The s i tuat i on in mo3t Bondo meetings was that mainly 
because of his a b i l i t y to transport supporters in his l o r r i e s 
O.mamo had many people cheering him during the r a l l i e s . There were 
cases of heckling the other two candidates ntptably in the Uyoma 
r a l l y at Mituri which resulted in a b i t t e r exchange between 
the other two candidates and Omamo together with the administra-
t i on . In short , judging from the r a l l i e s only , i t seemed on 
the face of i t that Onamo had widespread popular support in 
Bondo constituency and looked a sure a winner. 

Campaign issues 

In Bondo i s where the problem of Luo leadership and -unity 
and e s p e c i a l l y the p o s i t i o n of Odinga was s t i l l very much at 
i s sue . Odinga's p o s i t i o n became a nat ter of grave concern 
p a r t i c u l a r l y in view of the happenings f o l l owing the 1974 
e l e c t i ons that seemed to favour his opponents and which culminated 
in Odinga being barred yet again fro.m contest ing the parliamentary 
e l e c t i o n s . The apparent impl i cat ion was that Odinga would be 
completely Vanished from even being an MP. of Bondo, an even-
tua l i ty which Bondo people were evident ly not ready f o r y e t . 

The bone of contention was consequently why Odinga was 
being barred from contest ing e l e c t i o n s and the prospects f o r 
his r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . The blame was squarely put on Omamo by 
Odinga's sympathisers as the one respons ib le f o r Odinga's p l i g h t . 
He was see^i as working together with anti-Odinga f o r c e s . 
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This was revealed according to thea by his ro le in the Luo 
Union p o l i t i c s and his noaination to Parliament a f t e r his 
defeat in 1974. The defeat was regarded as a major p o l i t i c a l 
triumph' f o r Odinga and therefore his nomination was viewed as 
an attempt to f i g h t back. .'-lso as regards going to Parliament, 
this was seen as contrary to the • wishes of Bondo e lec torate . 
I t was further clained that i t was bccause of his presence in 
Parliament'that the person elected by Bondo people had been 
ec l ipsed. conclusion arrived at was that he had a personal 
ambition of being Bondo MP an ambition also manifested by his 
aspiration to KANU national leadership. Thus he was, i t seemed 
obvious, the one working together with outside forces to bar 
Odinga from contesting e lect ions . On that account he should 
therefore be re jected and a person without p o l i t i c a l ambition as 
Omamo elected who would not block Odinga's p o l i t i c a l comeback. 
The choice was therefore real ly between Odinga and Omamo just as 
in 1974. 

There were in addition matters concerning Ou<go as the 
outgoing MP f o r Bondo which were c l o se ly linked to this Odinga -
Omaao dilemma of choice . Ougo having had a parliamentary term 
a f te r defeating Omamo in 1974 had had a dismal p o l i t i c a l record 
characterized mainly by his quitness espec ia l ly during p a r l i a -
mentary debates. This aspect of his p o l i t i c a l record was the 
focus of attack mainly by supporters of Omamo who were opposed 
to Odinga - Ou.go camp. The performance of Ougo in harambee 
a c t i v i t y which had been worse compared, to that of Omamo par t i cu -
l a r l y during the l a t t e r ' s 1969 ~ 74 term as Bondo MP was also 
the subject of vehement attack by Omamo supporters. The crux 
of the matter as far ^ Omamo supporters were concerned was that 
~ondo people should have a development conscious leader of Qmamo's 
cal ibre as their LIP, To them therefore the issue was not 
choosing between Oding.^ or even Ougo f o r that matter,and Omamo. 



IDS/WP/.HU8 
- 1 8 -

Rather, the issue was the contr ibut ion the person e lec ted 
would nake towards development e f f o r t in Bondo. 

I,-t should however be borne in Hind that natters of 
development were not of major concern in Bondo as they were 
in G-en. To be sure there was .nention of problens of cotton 
product ion , water problem in Uyona, t ransportat ion across the 
lake f r o n Asenbo Bay to South Nyanza e t c . But in Bondo i t 
was norec of a c lash of p e r s o n a l i t i e s and whatever natters 
arose f o r d i s cuss ion were i n e v i t a b l y l inked to the person of 
Odinga and Onano in terns of the i r l eadership p o s i t i o n s not only 
in Bondo but in the whole Luoland, 
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X979 E l e c t i o n ' s Outcoae: A Comparative Analysis 

A comparison of the resu l ts of the 1979 Elec t ion i s 
in teres t ing i f one r e c a l l s b r i e f l y h i s t o r i c a l and socio-ocor^anic 
fa c tors which resulted in d i f f e r e n c e s in s o c i a l transfor.notion in 
Sondo and C-en, As argued e a r l i e r , although Jodalc were i n c o r -
porated into Gen people , Gen hod l e s s heterogenity in terns of 
kinship network than Bondo. This i s noinly due to the o r i g i n 
of Gen people f ron one connon ancestor Gen,and having been ruled 
as one l o c a t i o n a l unit f o l l owing co l on i sa t i on . In Bondo a t the 
constituency l e v e l nost of the kinship blood t i es o r ig inate 
f ron intermarriage across boundaries of l o c a t i o n s . As in the cose 
of Gen theso l o c a t i o n s were ruled f o r nany years by the Colonial 
odnin is t rat ion but as separate e n t i t i e s . 

«i 
The settlement of Gem people in the highlands and Bondo 

people in the lowlands on the lake shores meant d i f f e r e n c e s in 
natural resources esidcwncrrrti which resulted in d i f f e r e n t ways of 
earning l i v e l i h o o d . The s i g n i f i c a n t po int here i s that Gem 
people took to sedentary agr icu l ture e a r l i e r and increas ing ly 
grew more dependent on c u l t i v a t i o n of crops f o r their l i v e l i h o o d 
than Bondo, The l o c a t i o n of the ir sett lement in proximity t'o 
neighboring Luhyas who were mainly crop c u l t i v a t o r s f a c i l i t a t e d 
this process . In addit ion there was mutual cul tural in f luence 
between the two ethnic groups and apart from intermarriage Gem 
people incorporated Luhyas as "Jodak". 

In terms of contact with European c o l o n i s e r s , Gem had i n i t i a l 
contact , again through their Luhya neighbours, and then 

co l laborated with the co l on i sers in the subjugation of other areas 
of Luoland including Bondo. The major consequence of this i s 
that Gem reaped a d isproport ionate share of bene f i t s in terms 
roads, education, e t c . , accruing from the establishment of the 
c o l on ia l administration. This resulted in a markedly higher 
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rate of s o c i a l transformation in Gem evidenced by Gem taking a 
lead in Luoland in terms of education and maize production. 

The educated people of Gem participated in the colonial 
administrat ion by way of wage employment resulting in a generally 
favourable outlook towards that administration. Gem therefore 
became conformist re lat ive to Bondo which took a frontline 
p o s i t i o n in both the economic and then po l i t i ca l battles that 

Afr i cans s tarted waging against the colonial administration in 
the 1940s. I t i s the contention here that these dif ferent posi -
t ions emanated from the .historical disparities between Ge.m and 
Bondo. Another consequence has been observed in differences in 
the ir p a r t i c i p a t i o n in post independence po l i t i c s . Thus the 
1979 E lec t i on resu l t s can also be explained in terms of the 
h i s t o r i c a l and socio-economic development in Bondo- and Gem. 

Focus «n Gem .. 

The resu l t s of the election were that in Gem, Otieno 
Ambala won c o l l e c t i n g 13,664 votes. The runner up was Okero with 
4429 vo tes . The votes won by the remaining f ive candidates were 
as f o l l o w s : Osare 4,383, Owiti 2,634, Oluande K'Oduol 2,079, 
Obare Asiko 260 ana Owino Ger 161, Thus Gem people elected 
Ambala and replaced Okero as their MP. 

I t has already been pointed out that Gem people were 
general ly agreed that Oke.ro should be replaced. This is indeed 
borne out by the - fa c t that Okero los t heavily in this election 
t r a i l i n g the winner by a margin of almost 10,000 votes. The 
growing unpopularity of Okero with the ,Gem electorate is further 
indicated by the f a c t that when elected MP for the f i r s t time 
in 1969 he had been given 77$ of the votes .cast. After a 
drop to 40% in 1974 by 1979 this had come way down to only 
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16$ of the votes cost. 

As already indicated the f e e l i n g of resentment towards 
Okero grew as a result of the type of leadership he had provided 
throughout the span of ten years that he was C-em MP. There 
were widespread complaints that Okero wos not development cons-
cious meaning that his contr ibut ion towards haramboe act iv i ty 
l e f t a l o t to be desired. These complaints were hoard even in the 
North where he comes from while in the S^uth there was a feeling 
of complete neglect. 

The actual basis ox these complaints was that Okero 
had been a cabinet minister not an ordinary MP since his 
election to parliament in 1969. There was therefore much more 
expected from him at the constituency l e v e l than would normally 
be the case if he was just an ordinary MP. l ikewise having 
been chosen a leader of luo MPs, being the highest ranking luo 
minister, and coming from Gem, there were very high expectations 
about his leadership in the whole of luoland. He unfortunately 
did not l ive up to these expectations on both f ronts and the 
effects were mutually re in forc ing in that shertcomings at the 
constituency level were l inked to those at the Luo community 
level and vice versa, 

Pie was for example accused of d iv id ing not only Gem 
people but also the luo community. The people of South Gem 
strongly f e l t that Okero looked down upon them claiming that he 
said they were backward and incapable of producing leaders of 
his calibre. They therefore concluded that they were considered 
less of Gem people than their kin in the North from whom they 
were apparently being separated while to members of his Kagola 
clan i t was an embarassment. He was also seen as dividing the Luo 
community due to his campaign together with Amayo against Odinga's 
leadership in Luoland, Thus his approach to leadership seemed to 
be one of division not unity . 

7 ' " Atieno - Gdhiambo concludes that "Omolo Okero just did not 
have the where withal to translate his opportunity to a 
leadership of the masses". See Atieno - Odhiambo, "The Luos 
in Polit ics" , op. c i t . p 31. 
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There were addit ional problems with his leadership 
s t y l e . Complaints that Okoro would not grant audience f o r d i s -
cussions were heard everywhere in Gem. The story ran that i f one 
requested to see Okero, a f t e r being allowed in , Okero would 
stand up in f u l l view and turn around f o r the person to l i t e r a l l y 

see him. Any attempt to explain the purpose of wanting to see him 
he would s trongly rebuf f saying that the person never asked f o r 
any d iscuss ion but only to see him therefore only that much was 
allowed and no .more. The po int that was being made in short 
was that f o r a leader , Okero was too proud, in a c c e s s i b l e and too 
impatient. This a f f e c t e d not •.' only Gem people but the Luo 
community at l a r g e . ® 

However, Gem people f e l t most concerned having e lec ted 
him twice as their leader and not r e a l i s i n g bene f i t s they hoped 
would emanate from his leadership . They could not l iken him 
to great Gem leaders l i ke Odera Ulalo, Odera Akang'o, Argwings-
Kodhek e t c . who saw Gem people as one. Also these leaders 
furthered the interes ts of Gem, keeping i t in a pre-eminent 
p o s i t i o n soc io -economica l ly , and were wel l renowned and respected 
in a l l Luoland, While because of these leaders Gem was shining 
Okero's leadership wds seen as a great l e t down as Gem became 
a laughing - stock in Luoland and Gem people f e l t d isgraced. 

But although the campaign f o r replacement of Okero had 
reached fever p i t ch at e l e c t i o n time the question that remained 
unresolved was with whom ho was to be replaced. The problem con 
be said to have arisen part ly due to the f a c t that Gem had been 
experiencing a high turnover of candidates during e l e c t i ons s ince 
the time Okero was e lected in 1969. Thus the opponents of Okero 
in that year except Rodin^ Omolo did not stand f o r e l e c t i o n s 
again in 1974. And in the f o l l owing e l e c t i o n in 1979 only Ambala 

8 
Ibid 
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from among the f i v e opponents of Okero in 1974 stood f o r e l e c -
t ion again. Thus the number of candidates increased and they 
were v i r t u a l l y a l l new faces lacking constituency wide popular i ty . 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note for instance that Rading' had been 
the runner up in 1969 and s imi lar ly Atibola was the runner up 
in 1974, seeming to suggest that being a runner-up made a 
dandidate hopeful of winning and so mode a second try . But 
they both had been very poor seconds considering the wide 
margin of votes by which Okero beat them. And Roding gave up 
a f t e r 1974 which was his third attempt to get ele.cted Gem MP, 
The impl i cat ion here i s that there had been no one candidate 
who had dist inguished himself in the p o l i t i c a l scene in Gem 
who could be on automatic replacement f o r Okero. Hence there 
was the problem of who to choose in 1979 to become Gem MP, 

As soon as i t was declared that e l e c t i ons were to be 
held in 1979 discuss ions started in Gem as to who was a su i tab le 
replacement f o r Okero. Gem publ ic opinion i n i t i a l l y seemed 
very much against Ambala .^xrceding to the p o s i t i o n of Ge.m MP 
mainly because he was considered Ja Alego. Apart from Ambala 
i t was only Okeno Osare who was thought a strong contender by 
many Gem people . This i s mainly due to the f a c t that with 
Okeno Osare Gem people would get around the problem of replacing 
Okero with a person who is not from Gem. Also , s ince he comes 
from Kojuodhi he was the l i k e l y ouster in keeping v/ith the 
h i s t o r i c a l trend of leadership in Gem. As a matter of f a c t 
before the campaign proper started publ i c opinion in Gem 
seemed l a r g e l y tipped ir. Okeno Osare's favour and i t looked 
l i k e the rea l choice was between him and Okero. I t was the 
campaign proper that seems to have changed matters. As the 
po l l ing day drow near the choice was between A.mbala and Okero. 
This came about because i t was durin • t: w e l e c t i o n campaign thot 
each candidate deployed his resources including personnel , 
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f inances, transport e t c . to drum up support f o r his candidacy 
and thus i t became evident who was a popular and v/ho was not 
a popular candidate. The e lec t ion issues were discussed with 
a view to knowing what i s the stand of each candidate on them. 
In addition a candidate's record including even his personal 
past was scrut inised. But the main concern remained performance 
in public l i f e . In the case of one who had been elected to 
parliament i t meant that candidate's record as an MP, 

As a matter of f a c t the poor record of .Okero as the 
IIP f o r Gem was the major subject of discussion in the campaign 
r a l l i e s . He was c r i t i c i s e d f o r being a leader who did not work 
c lose ly with his constituents and the Luo community as a whole. 
The evidence of this as already pointed out was his v ir tual 
lack of contribution to development e f f o r t which had resulted in 
Gem, that used to be in a leading pos i t i on in terms of development 
in Luoland, lagging behind. Those running against him therefore 
made great e f f o r t to convince the e lectorate that they would 
o f f e r a brand of leadership that i s t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t from that 
of Okero. They were a l l unanimous in urging Gem people not to 
return Okero to parliament. But the 5 - Group as we saw ear l i e r 
were te l l ing the e lectorate that even Ambala should not be 
elected to parliament. The person to be elected to parliament 
should be from among them being u">gem A s i l i . 

Since Okero's contribution towards harambee e f f o r t was 
the key issue his opponents tr ied to demonstrate to the e lectorate 
their s u i t a b i l i t y as replacements of Okero by way of pinpointing 
their harambee contributions and/or promising to perform 
better than him in this regard. In this case Ambala had more 
to show than the rest of the candidates and was therefore way 
ahead, Ambala had not given up a f te r l os ing to Okero in 1974. 
He continued his campaign in the interim period mainly by way 
of part ic ipat ion in and organisation of harambee meetings r;-_d 
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making substant ia l donations. This he did in both South and 
North Gen but d i rec ted more e f f o r t to the South. A l l the sane 
he hod covered so nuch ground such that he could not r e a l l y be 
compared to the other candidates on th is s c o r e . However, one 
can nention Owiti as the only other candidate who hod .node 
s i g n i f i c a n t contr ibut i on towards haranbee but this was mainly 
conf ined to South Gen. Owiti a c t u a l l y g rea t ly emphasised his 
r o l e in haranbee e f f o r t c a l l i n g himself Owiti "Jagedo" ( b u i l d e r ) 
in re ference to his i n i t i a t i v e to bui ld a s c h o o l , a health centre 
e t c . He argued in the 5 - Group meetings that ho was there fo re 
d i f f e r e n t f r o n the other f our because whi le they were s t i l l only 
promising how they would contr ibute to development p r o j e c t s he 
hod already s tar ted . And Although the other f o u r wex̂ e a lso Jogem 
A s i l i he was the appropriate candidate to be voted in in this 
par tic-alar e l e c t i o n to continue his already s tar ted development 
work. 

The involvement o f Owiti in haranbee e f f o r t made him 
during the canpaign an i n c r e a s i n g l y ser i ous contender f o r the 
Gen s e a t . He had more to show in this regard than Okeno Osarc 
v/ho f o r l ong be fore the o f f i c i a l campaign had been seen as the 
appropriate replacement f o r Okero, i f on o u t s i d e r , a Ja Alego , 
was not to be allowed to represent Gem peop le . Owiti being a 
true son of Gen a l s o was a match f o r Okeno Osare. In add i t i on 
he had contr ibuted to horanbee which put him on a higher p lace 
than Okeno Osare, In this regard then the comparison and hence 
the cho ice was turning out to be between Ambala and Owiti . 

Furthermore the o r a t o r i c a l a b i l i t y of Owiti was an 
addi t iona l advantage. In this r e spec t he was c l e a r l y be t ter 
than even Anbala and had Ambala jo ined the j o i n t r a l l i e s he 
would have hod nore to l o s e than gain. I t v/as only Okero who 
could be h is natch in this regard had a l l the condidates agreed 
to j o i n t r a l l i e s , Owiti denonstrated his o r a t o r i c a l a b i l i t y 
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in the 5 - Group r a l l i e s where he swayed the crowd easily with 
h is canpaign speeches. He was in this way able to greatly 
outshine Okeno Osare. In f a c t as the canpaign intensified 
and Okeno Osare saw his support being eroded he must have 
concluded Owiti was the nain cause. The rivalry between the two 
of then a c t u a l l y hecane more b i t t e r and they exchanged direct attacks 
between then. 

A major attack on Okeno Osare that nost of the candidates 
node and Owiti in p a r t i c u l a r kept harping on was the problem of 
sugarcane marketing e s p e c i a l l y transportation and prices, Okeno 
Osare be fore res ignat ion to campaign for the Gem seat had been 
the Executive O f f i c e r f o r the Kenya Sugar Authority which is the 
paras t o ta l in change of production and marketing of sugarcanc. H§ 
there fore become the target of attack f j r problems believed to 
have been coused by the organisation for which he worked. 

In Gen these problems affected a sizeable proportion of 
the e l e c t o r a t e because nany people had taken to the growing of 
sugarcane as a l u c r a t i v e cash crop. Unfortunately i t turned out 
afterwards that the pr i ces being paid were extremely low. I t 
was even worse f o r those growers who could not find market for 
the i r cane which was consequently l e f t to dry in the f i e lds . 
In ony cose to a l l the sugarcane growers the failure to get 

the expected cash neant above a l l inabil ity to pay school fees 
f o r the i r ch i ldren . The sugarcane issue was therefore quite 
a s e n s i t i v e one with the e l e c torate and one could easily see 
the enthus i c t i c x^esponse in r a l l i e s when i t was being discussed. 
I t con therefore .be said to hove greatly contributed to Okeno's 
support being eroded as the canpaign progressed, In South Gem 
in par t i cu lar i t c«uld have been a major hinderance to Okeno 
Osare bui lding support there because of the feeling that they 
had been the v i c t i n s to a greater extent than those in North Gem, 
The source o f the problen was obviously the location.of sugar-
cane f a c t o r i e s , except the Rera jaggery, in North Gem, This put 
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South Jem growers at o disadvantage because they e i ther fo i led 
to market their cone due to lack of transport or i f transport was 
found i t meant low net earnings due to high transportat ion costs 
not to mention the bod roods in South Gem. 

The increasing l o s s of support by Okeno Osare did not 
however mean on automatic gain by Owiti. I t meant increasing 
gain for Ambala. This was simply because the overriding objective 
was to replace Okero and he was seen more and more as the person 
who could replace Okero. The expos i t i on of shortcomings of 
Okeno Osare lowered his standing with the e l e c t o r a t e . 

Owiti although a Jagen A s i l i was polLIScolAV unknown 
particularly in North Gem which was Olcero's s tronghold . I t was 
therefore unlikely that with in the short campaign per iod he could 
dislodge Okero in North Gem e s p e c i a l l y having entered the race 
quite late. Ambala had gained some support there through harambee 
activity as already mentioned which now only needed consol idating. 
In addition to be able to do that meant deploying f i n a n c i a l and 
personnel resources which again Anbala had to a greater degree 
than al l the other candidates inc luding Owiti and even Okero 
himself. Ambala was therefore the best bet in the r e a l i s a t i o n «f 
the Gem objective of replacing Okero. 

In the period of o f f i c i a l campaign the greatest advantage 
Ambala had was the campaign personnel e s p e c i a l l y i n f l u e n t i a l 

Gem local leaders. They campaigned f o r hin ao in ly because he 
was the most promising candidate in the task o f replacement of 
Okero. These leaders cone from various parts of Gem, both from 
North and South. One that needs to be mentioned i s Wasonga 
Sijeyo who was a former LIP of Gem and had only r e c e n t l y beer-
released from detention. The presence of these leaders in 
Anbala's rall ies served hin w e l l . In view of the f a c t that he 
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he i s himsel f not an o r a t o r the presence of a person l ike 
S i j e y o meant that the neetings were kept l i ve ly and the l i s -
teners could be swayed in support of Ambala, As a matter 
of f a c t in these meetings Anbala only introduced these leaders 
who talked a t l ength and he then br ie f ly addressed the meetings 

in the end. I t was not obvious as was the case in Okero's 
nee t ings that the ch ie f speaker v/as also the candidate. 

These l eaders a l so served an important purpose for 
Anbala of enhancing h is c red ib i l i t y by articulating his posit ion 
on var ious i s s u e s . I t was a fa i r ly easy job for them portra-
ying Anbala to the e l e c to ra te as a development conscious leader. 
His c o n t r i b u t i o n to harambee was. dramatised by comparing i t to 
Okero ' s , arguing that he had done much more than the incunbant-v 

MP. There fore , i f given a chance by being elected MP. he would 
do uuch nore . Even Ambala himself whenever he spoke this i s the 
p o i n t that he emphasised. The argument he often made was that 
current p o l i t i c s invo lv ing matters of development is .more d i f f i -
c u l t to handle compared to the po l i t i c s for independence which 
simply meant shouting that the Europeans (Wabeberu) should go 
away. He was t a i l i n g the electorate that he was the right kind 
of p o l i t i c a l l eader who would be useful when development i s ,the 
centra l concern of p o l i t i c s . 

However when i t ce.ne to the issue of whether he is really 
f r o n Gen or A lego , Anbala avoided saying anything apparently 
sensing that he was vulnerable on this point. He instead rel ied 
on the i n f l u e n t i a l l eaders particularly Sijeyo t« convince the 
e l e c t o r a t e on his beha l f . This was no easy task given the coupon 
b e l i e f ~hat he was a Ja Alego and that al l his opponents were 
r e a l l y harping on th is po in t , Sijeyo to change public opinion 
t h e r e f o r e , repeated ly explained Ambala's lineage in. the campaign 
r a l l i e s emphasising that Ambala is actually from Gen, But the 
s t r o n g e s t p o i n t made in Ambala's favour was that Gem as is 
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customary oaong the l u o hod " j odok" ( s e t t l e r s ) who had 
become accepted ac Gem peop le f o r a l l p r a c t i c a l purposes . 
Anbala should therefore be no except ion . Furthermore a warning 
was sounded that there was a danger o f a l i e n a t i n g th is particular 
group of Jodak from the r e s t o f Gem people and d i v i d i n g Jogem. 
Since this wafi one of the main accusat ions aga inst Okero i t 
should therefore be avoided. There was a lsa the immediate real 
danger for individual candidates of l o s i n g votes fro.m th is par t i -
cular group ir. Gem. Condemnation of Ambala had t h e r e f o r e to be 
done continously l e s t i t i s in terpre ted as a wholesale condemna-
tion of a l l Jodak. 

I t was apparently because of this a t tack on Aabala as 
being Ja Alego which was considered personal that there were 
scathing personal attacks on his opponents during his r a l l i e s , 
This was again done by the i n f l u e n t i a l persons l i k e S i j eyo 
and was mainly directed towards candidates pos ing a threat to 
Ambala's victory. The major attacks were on grounds o f the f t 
in previous places of work and immorality i n terms of .marriage 
or sexual relations, contrary to luo custom. The idea here 
was to inform the e lectorate that the backgrounds o f those calling 
Ambala Ja Alego were no b e t t e r and a c t u a l l y node them l e s s suited 
for leadership than Ambala, 

There was also the l i n e of a t tack i n terms o f d ispos i t ion 
of Anbala's opponents towards Odinga which kept the i s s u e of 
Odi-'iga's leadership and luo unity very much l i v e i n the campaign. 
As for Ambala i t was commonly understood that he had Odinga's 
support being his son - i n - law. The daughter of Odingo he had 
carried was actually present at h i s r a l l i e s although she .made" no 
campaign speeches. In the case of Oluande, he wos accused of 
having embezzeled fund3 when working f o r Odinga's l o l w e Bus 
Company and they had therefore ported ways. This was sa id to be 
evidenced by the fact 'that although he was a former KPU O f f i c i a l 
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he was c leared and others l i k e hia barred from contest ing e l e c t i c n s -
The impl icat ion was that somehow he had betrayed Odinga and the 
Luo cause of unity . 

Okero was l ikewise accused of having betrayed Odinga 
and Luo cause of u n i t y ..with his d i v i s i v e campaigns combined with-
se c re t manouvres, S i jeyo charged that Okero had campaigned and 
got e lec ted to parliament under the pretext .that he would f i g h t 
f o r his re lease from detention but this was a l l l i e s . I t was 
due to the mercy of President Moi, he sa id , that he was f ina l ly^ 
re leased. He in f a c t made a po int of thanking the President at 
every r a l l y . But even as Gem MP i t was said Okero had not 
furthered the Luo cause of unity and consequently became unpopu-
l a r within the community. Gem people should not therefore e l e c t 
such a person despite his much talked about education. S i j eyo 
s c o r n f u l l y added that he had not required that much education to1 

be a good, parliamentarian. In any case Okero was not the only 
one WI1U WfctSj cauuu ViO'G.. iikal/CXo lj.j.ca»=» S-̂ jaia. i-153.̂  
and hi3 wife was teaching those who would become lawyers like 

Okero. I t i s useful to add here that the other opponents of 
Okero also strongly attacked the g l o r i f i c a t i o n of his education, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y his being a lawyer. Owiti f o r example argued in 
reference to Owino Ger that a lawyer had f a i l e d Gem people and 
should not therefore be given a chance. 

These personal attacks i t should be pointed out were 
not confined to Ambala<s r a l l i e s . They were quite common in 
the 5 - Group r a l l i e s as we l l , making the 1979 e l e c t i o n in Gem 
f u l l of scear campaigns. I t was only in Okero's r a l l i e s that 
an attempt was made to keep c lear of personal attacks . Okero in 
part icular avoided making this kind of attacks concentrating in 
his speeches on asking f o r vo tes . He emphasised that the Luo 
community end in par t i cu lar Gem was honoured'by his appointment 
to high o f f i c e in the party anda cabinet post . He a lso pointed out 
pro jec ts whose r e a l i s a t i o n he said he was responsib le f o r such cs 
Yala Rural Health Centre, Siayo D i s t r i c t Hospital , supply of 
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e l e c t r i c i t y to Yala and Siayo e t c . 

The other speakers in Okero's r a l l i e s a l s o dwelt a t 
length on the f a c t that he was a cabinet n i n i s t e r which was an 
honour f o r Gen. They a l so nade re ference to Okero's educa-
t ion and the c l a i a that he was proud. They e s p e c i a l l y Mrs. Grace 
Ogot, argued that they saw nothing wrong with a l l this because 
i t was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of a person f ron Gen and this was very 
wel l known in a l l luo land . They were not however able to 
c oap le te ly avoid personal attacks which they a o s t l y conveyed by 
way of Luo i d i o n s , The nain po in t of the attacks was the 
involvenent of S i j e y o in the canpaign in support of Anbala and 
the backing that Odinga was apparently g iv ing Anbala. Odinga 
and his f o rner KPU f o l l o w e r s inc luding S i j c y o were c r i t i c i s e d 
f o r having l e f t the government and the f e e l i n g s t rong ly expressed 
that S i j eyo and e s p e c i a l l y Odinga should leave Gen people alone 
to nake the i r own choice of who to represent then. An' ex -
ch ie f said of Odinga that he should stop going around C-en tel l ing-
people "vo te f o r the husband of ny daughter" . 

A natter that was a l so of great concern within the 
Okero canp in p a r t i c u l a r was the wealth that Anbala v/as having 
and e s p e c i a l l y the f inonces that he deployed f o r the canpaign. 
Okero's supporters argued that those who are wealthy are needed 
in a country but in the econoaic sphere and not in the p o l i t i c a l 
law-naking sphere which they should leave f o r trained lawyers 
l i k e Okero. In other words that there should be a d i v i s i o n of 
labour whereby Okero can be l e f t to play his r o l e and Anbala 
w i l l a l so have a r o l e to p lay but not to rep lace Okero. 

I t was not p o s s i b l e as in any other const i tuency in 
Kenya to as cer ta in the caapaign expenditure of each candidate 
but one could e a s i l y get the inpress ion that Anbala spent aore 
uoney than a l l the other candidates . The large nunber of people 
in his canpaign organisat ion e s p e c i a l l y youth wingers nust have 

I 
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meant spending la rge sums of money to keep them on the campaign 
t r a i l . There were a l so the campaign agents d i s t r i b u t e d a l l over 
Gem who l i a i s e d with subclan l e a d e r s . These needed money f o r 
themselves and campaign money to be d i s t r i b u t e d within t h e i r 
areas of operat ion . 

• The lack of the necessary f i n a n c i a l resources was there -
f o r e a conspicuous contrast between the campaign of the r e s t 
of the candidates and Ambala's campaign. This was quite t e l l i n g 
in the ir campaign organisat ions which unlike that of A.mbaln were 
conf ined to c e r ta in areas e s p e c i a l l y the area of c lan o r i g i n of 
the p a r t i c u l a r candidate. Even'Okero who was the c l o s e s t r i v a l 
of Ambala in this r e spec t had his campaign organisat ion concentra -
ted in North Gem. In South Gea he had only i n f l u e n t i a l ind iv idua l s 
who had been his staunch supporters over the years campaigning 
f o r him. " I t i s a l so use fu l to add that a l l was not wel l with 
the clan basis of Okero's campaign organisat ion in North Gem due 
to the death of Mzee Simon Nyende j u s t be fore the e l e c t i o n 
campaign. Nyende had been f o r many years quite i n f l u e n t i a l i n 
Gem e s p e c i a l l y North Gem. But above a l l he had become a l i v i n g 
c u l t of ru le over Gem by the Kagola clan and the c l a n ' s c ohes ive -
ness was there fore embodied in h is person. This was demonstrated 
in the 197s- E l e c t i o n when he mobi l ised voters f o r Okero. He 
summoned i n f l u e n t i a l e lders , e s p e c i a l l y from Kagola c lan , to his 
home be fore the e l e c t i o n s adminishing them that Okero must be 
returned to parliament as the-Gem IIP in keeping with the t r a d i t i o n 
of Gem leadership coming from Kagola. The impl i ca t i on o f his" 
death was there fore that Okero could no longer count 0n a cohesive 
f o r c e of support of -eLders e s p e c i a l l y within his c lan and .much 
l e s s from the rest of North- Gem. • Indeed this was the case going 
by the d i spropor t i onate ly large number of candidates from North 
as compared to South Gem,- not to aention that Kagola clan i t s e l f 
had more than one candidate. I t can a l s o be sa id that f o l l o w i n g 
these developments i t become eas i e r e s p e c i a l l y in North Gem to 
openly quest ion the t r a d i t i o n of leadership coming from Kagola. 
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Those not i r o n Kogolo were there fore ready to for.a an a l l i a n c e 
with the other Geo clans to wrench the leadership f r o a Kogolo. 
This was a welcone turn of events to Kwenda people e s p e c i a l l y , 
see ing i t as on opportunity to a l so partake of o v e r a l l Gen 
l eadersh ip . They expressed open de f iance towards Kagola 
people in p a r t i c u l a r but not to the other sub clans of Kojuodhi 
with which they too saw i t was in the ir i n t e r e s t to f o r g e on 
a l l i a n c e against Kagola. A l l the sane desp i te f o r g i n g an a l l i a n c e 
with the r e s t of Kojuodhi clans Kwenda stand was that i t was 
high t ine Gen leadership * s h i f t e d not j u s t f r on Kojuodhi but 
f r on North Gen to the i r l o c a t i o n in South Gen. They were never -
theless able to see eye to eye with North Gen people due to the 
connon overr id ing i n t e r e s t of rep lac ing Okero. A candidate f r on 
the South, Anbala, was nost pronis ing so i t was necessary to 
r a l l y behind hin . 

To sunnarise , Anbala was able to win this p a r t i c u l a r 
e l e c t i o n nainlv because the t in ing of his strong candidacy 
concided with the quest in Gen f o r a l oader to rep lace Okero. 
The replacenent of Okero was the overr id ing o b j e c t i v e . This i s 
even r e f l e c t e d in the nood in Gen in terns of the w i l l ingness 
to withdraw support f r o n Okero who was a cabinet n i n i s t e r and 
national party chairman, was a true son of Gen and had glamo-
rous educational background that Gen people hod always cher ished. 
They instead opted f o r a candidate venturing in to nat ional p o l i t i c s 
f o r the f i r s t t ine , whose clan o r ig ins within Gen they were quest io 
ning and whose education was not so glanorous compared to Okero. 

Gen peo le were in d i re need of a l eader unlike Okero who 
i s developnent consc ious , could take i n i t i a t i v e i n haranbee e f f o r t 
and nake s i g n i f i c a n t c ont r ibut i ons . They a l so wanted a l eader 
whom they could e a s i l y r e l a t e to and behind whon they could -unite 
i f the developmental goal was to be r e a l i s e d . They there fore 
resented a leadership character ised by a l oo fness and arrogance 
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which at the sane t iae a lso fostered d i v i s i o n anongst Gen people 
and even the Luo connunity at l a r g e . They could not with such 
a leadership f orge ahead in development natters . Thus they could 
not r e a l i s e the hope they s t i l l harboured that Gen could 'as unt i l 
the death of Argwings-Kodhek occupy a jre enzniaat p o s i t i o n in 
Luoland and not be disgraced in the eyes of the Luo connunity . 

Anong the candidates vying f o r the Gen seat in 1979 
Anbala was the s trongest candidate and received the greatest 
support above a l l because ho could beat Okero. In other words 
his candidacy provided Gen people with the p o s s i b i l i t y of get t ing 
r id of a leadership nost of then detested. This explains the 
nove by i n f l u e n t i a l Ge'u leaders to j o in f o r c e s with Anbala. Even 
sone l i k e lfyanango who i n i t i a l l y had supported Okeno Osare 
switched support, saying he was a weak candidate, and gave a boost 
to Acibala's candidacy. I t i s a l so along these l i n e s of the 
strength of the candidacy of Anbala that Odinga's support can be 
explained. I t i s s i n p l i s t i c to see the support in terns of 
Anbala being Odinga's son- in- law and worse s t i l l to a t t r ibute 
his v i c t o r y to that re la t i onsh ip . Rather, Odinga went along with 
the popular wishes of Gen people concerning which candidate 
should win the e l e c t i o n s ince a l l had a connon i n t e r e s t of replace 
nent of Okero anyway. I t i s i n s t r u c t i v e to r e c a l l in this 
connection that in 1974 Gen people returned Okero to parl ianent 
despite oppos i t ion to his candidacy by Odinga and his supporters 
in Gen. I t could not therefore be expected that they could 
autonat i ca l ly vote f o r a candidate s inp ly because he had Odinga's 
support. I f Gen p'eople were not r a l l y i n g behind Anbala already 
f o r their own internal reasons his being Odinga's son- in- law 
would have been of l i t t l e or no consequence at a l l f o r the f i n a l 
outcone of the e l e c t i o n . In other words i t was a nere coincidenc 
that the candidate that energed popular with Gen people was also 

a son- in- law of Odinga*, < 

* 
There was v/idespread uncertainity a l l over Luoland whether : 
people would vote out Okero unt i l a f t e r the counting of vo t 
the annour.cenent that Okero had l o s t . I heard i t said nany 
one could not count on Gen people going along with the noo: 
Luoland. There was i n f a c t an elenent of .. n i s t r u s t . 
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The c r i t i c a l p o i n t i s that a winning c o a l i t i o n emerged 
out of Anbalais candidacy inc luding Odinga and h is supporters . 
In this c o a l i t i o n the i n f l u e n t i a l Gen leaders f a c i l i t a t e d the 
organisat ion o f the campaign and i t was they who a c t u a l l y played 
a c r u c i a l r o l e in Anbala1s v i c t o r y . I t was p o s s i b l e through 
then to nake contacts and s o l i c i t support through clan leaders 
thereby ensuring that Anbala had a f o o t h o l d i n v i r t u a l l y a l l 
parts of the const i tuency . His canpaign organisat ion was there -
f o r e const i tuency wide unlike the r e s t of the candidates . 

I t was a l so because of the support o f these l eaders that 
Anbala gained c r e d i b i l i t y in the eyes of Gen e l e c t o r a t e desp i te 
a concerted canpaign by h is opponents that he i s a Jo Alego , 
Gen people could e a s i l y trust the word o f these leaders as opposed 
to Anbala h i u s e l f . In add i t i on , Anbola not being a p o l i t i c a l 
orator h i n s e l f , the presence of these leaders in hie canpaign 
r a l l i e s was a great boost to his canpaign. 

On his par t , Anbala through his 'haranbee e f f o r t hod 
establ i shed a base f o r the campaign which those j o in ing f o r c e s 
with hin could bui ld on. He could be e a s i l y seen as a development 
conscious l e a d e r . Purthernore his e f f o r t s v/ere not conf ined to 
only a c e r ta in par t of Gen ind i ca t ing that h is i n c l i n a t i o n was 
not to d iv ide but to unite Gen. 

In the conpaign per iod he denonstrated that he was a l so 
a c c e s i b l e , r a i s i n g - t h e prospec t that he would provide a respon-
s i v e l eadersh ip . This he wa3 able to do because o f the f i n a n c i a l 
resources he hod a t h is d i sposa l . The noney d i s t r ibuted to 
ch ie f campaigners, canpaign agents, youth v/ingers and even voters 
could e a s i l y convince then he would be responding to t h e i r needs. 
Thus wealth becane a na jo r f a c t o r in Anbala 's v i c t o r y in 1979. 
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The resu l t s of the e lect ion in Bondo were that Ougo 
won the s e a t with 19,815 vo tes . He was followed by Ona.no who 
got 14,452 v o t e s . Lost cane Jalang'o Anyango who got 1, 253 
votes only, c l e a r l y showing that the battle was in fact between 
Ougo and Onano. But a l l the sane the people of 3ondo retained 
Ougo as the i r MP f o r another tern, " I t should however be 
noted that unlike Okero in Gen Onano's popularity in Bondo since 
he was e lec ted in 1969 had been flactuating and not on a conti -
nous downward trend, Qna.no received 53/2 of votes cast in the 
1969 Bondo e l e c t i o n which was l e s s spectacular than Okero's 77$. 
Both nen then experienced a drdp in 1974, Okero having 40% and 
Ona.no get t ing 33%. But even though Okero retained his seat in 
this e l e c t i o n he experienced a bigger popularity drop (37$) than 
Qna.no (20^) who l o s t to Ougo, Then cane the 1979 election which 
showed a dra.no t i c turn of events in the popularity of the two 
.nen with the e l e c t o r a t e , Onano registered a positive gain (41$) 
while Okero's was increas ing ly negative going down to as low as 
1 6 $ . 

The changing trend of Ouauo's popularity was a r e f l e c -
t i on .o f Odinga - Onano dilenna of choice that Bondo people were 
faced with. When Odinga had j u s t cone out of detention and was 
trying to bake a p o l i t i c a l comeback he had very nany sympathisers 
who r a l l i e d behind hin. They were' a l l very willing to even give 
support to his proxy when he v/as barred from standing for parl ia-
mentary e l e c t i o n s . One needs to odd that i t was in fact a fa i r ly 
easy dec i s i on f o r then to nake to vote for Ougo , the proxy who 
was a p o l i t i c a l unknown and therefore had no po l i t i ca l record 
by which he could be judged in his own right, This was the time, 
1974 ol o c t i on , when Omano's popularity was at i ts lowest v/hile 
•Ctgp- was r id ing on the c r e s t of his popularity. 

However, the s t a t e of a f fa i rs started changing s i g n i f i -
cantly as at the t ine of canpaign for the 1979 elections, This 
change can be d i r e c t l y l inked to the common assumption in Luoland 
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and particularly in Bondo that Odinga would bo allowed to stand 
for parliamentary elections in 1979. The assumption actually 
hinged on truth with the inaugration of the ttyayo era. Even 
Oaaao must have f e l t that Odinga was going to stand in Bondo for 
this particular election considering the dec is ion he made and 
subsequent announcement that he was to contest the Kisumu and 
not Bondo seat during the 1979 e l e c t i o n . In the case of Ougo 
there was seemingly no one talking about his candidacy for 
Bondo or any other constituency. 

It therefore looked f o r sone time as i f Odinga would 
get elected unopposed and with ease become Bondo MP again. The 
problem which remained unresolved was whether he was this time going 
to get KANU party clearence in order to ac tua l ly stand for the 
elections. This is the question which preoccupied the minds 
of Bondo people as the period f o r campaign proper approached and 
there was an air of tension espec ia l ly in Bondo centre'. In 
brief, the hopes of Bondo people were shattered. Odinga was 
once again barred from standing f o r e l e c t i o n s . This barring of 
Odinga yet again must have raised doubts in the minds of most 
Bondo people as to whether he would re&lly ever be allowed to 
contest parliamentary e l e c t i ons . Following from that concern 
there were those who were ra is ing the question that without 
Odinga who could f i t t i n g l y occupy the pos i t i on of MP in Bondo 
leadership. These people i t should be emphasised were not all 
necessarily losing fa i th in Odinga as a leader within Bondo, 
and even Luoland for that matter. They only wanted, given 
the circumstances, to choose a su i tab le MP, This worked 
to Omamo's advantage and was the source of Omamo's apparent 
gain in popularity such that his standing v is~a-v is Ougo in 
the 1979 was better than at the time of 1974 e l e c t i o n s . 

There were indicat ions of. Onamo's gain soon after 
nomination day.rcrking the s t a r t of the campaign proper. He 
was at least prepared, to enter the 1979 Elect ion Campaign 
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He had expressed his in tent ion to stand and had built his own 
fo l l owing in Bondo a f t e r participating in two previous elections. 
This was unlike Ougo who apart from not having his own po l i t i ca l . 
base was apparently a l so caught by surprise by the unexpected 
barring of Odinga from entering the race. The high expectation that 
Odinga would stand meant that a large proportion of the electorate 
had ruled out Ougo's candidacy which he had in fact not declared. 
He was r e a l l y l a t e to dec lare his candidacy and most people only 
heard of h is candidacy fo l lowing the o f f i c i a l nomination, A 
more fundamental problem was that he could not automatically 
count on support f o r this particular election from 
Odinga's f o l l o w i n g in the consitutency which he had relied on 
in 1974, Since he had been an MP for f ive years his leadership 
q u a l i t i e s could therefore be questioned by the electorate on the 
basis of his record as an MP and not just consider the mere link 
with Odinga. Ougo was therefore facing an uphill task and even 
Odinga sensed th i s . I t i s said that he cautioned Ougo that the 
going would be rough in this election meaning that they would 
have to work hard to muster the necessary support and votes to 
win the e l e c t i c n . He was actually right, judging from the 
react ions of the e l e c t o r a t e towards Ougo during the campaign 
e s p e c i a l l y in the campaign r a l l i e s . 

In the r a l l i e s Ougo's record as an MP was the major 
point of heated debate which Omamo greatly exploited by humorously 
making constant re ference to . As already mentioned Ougo had not 
part i c ipated a c t i v e l y in parliamentary debates, HP ' was attacked 
on this shortcoming by his opponents who said that people are elected 
to go to parliament to speak there on behalf of their constituents 
and one who declared that he preferred to keep quiet could not 
therefore be an MP, Omamo further pointed out that Bondo had a l -
ways had as t h e i r MP prominent personalities, in particular 
Joratnogi Odingo ond himself Arudhi Kaliech, that put Bondo in 
a nationwide pre-eminent pos i t ion . In contrast Ougo 's term had 



- 39 -
IDS/WP/ 408 

reduced Bondo to a diminutive p o s i t i o n equiva lent to reduction from 
an elephant size to the s i z e of a r a b b i t . 

Ougo never denied having been a qu ie t MP. He actually 
admitted that ho did not during his term try to engage in adventu-
rism so as to be seen as a dynamic MP. He instead exerc ised modera-
tion. He was even proud of the saying in Luo with which he had 
become identif ied that keeping qu ie t i s b e t t e r than answering back 
(Ougo "ling loyo duoko") which was an express ion of h is stand. 
I t was also vaiied to say that Ougo Ochieng1 had found keeping 
quiet to be a good thing (Ougo Ochieng' l i n g ' borne) . The 
argument of Ougo concerning th is i ssue of keeping qu ie t was that 
during the time he was e l e c t e d to be Bondo MP the circumstances 

twere such that i f he was a f o r c e f u l and not a qu ie t l eader Bondo 
would have s een greater troubles as things were already hot in 
Bondo. It was therefore f i t t i n g that Bondo v/ent through a period 
of calm and sevenity during his time so that things could return 
to normal. And this in what was a c t u a l l y happening. 

Ougo was attacked by Omamo in p a r t i c u l a r over hi3 
contribution towards harambee e f f o r t . Omamo f r e q u e n t l y referred 
to hi3 own days of harambee the s i z e of an elephant (Kaliech) 
saying these were no longer there due to Ougo's l a c k of in i t ia t ive 
and failure to provide l e a d e r s h i p . He even accused Ougo of having 
donated cement to a certa in harambee p r o j e c t p u b l i c l y but then v/ent 
stealthily afterwards and took back his donat ion . This he said 
was the wrong kind oi l e a d e r . A good, l eader he sa id should donate 
generously. Furthermore he should be a person who can invi te 
other wealthy people to come and contr ibute towards px-ojoclr in his 
area and do likewise in return. In other words s c r a t c h my back 
I scratch yours, translated i n t o Luo by Omamo as "Ndeta ta Ndeti". 
To say the least Ougo did not have much to show to counter accusa-
tions regarding his poor performance in harambee. He could only 
enumerate projects the government had completed during hi3 term 
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as an MP such as lay ing tarmac on the Kisumu - Usenge road. The 
argument ho advanced was that • without the kind of peaceful 
leadership he had provided a l l these may never have come to 
f r u i t i o n . But that was his own personal view as the l i s t ing 
obviously did not impress those attending the campaign ra l l ies who 
interrupted him f r e q u e n t l y and he always had great d i f f i c u l t y 
going through his l i s t . 

The remaining improtant parts of discussion during the 
campaign r a l l i e s r e la ted to luo leadership and unity problem and 
the l eadersh ip p o s i t i o n of Odinga. As already mentioned Qmamo 
was be l i eved to be working against Odinga with anti-Odinga forces 
outside Bondo and was there fo re being blamed for Odinga's plight 
espec ia l l y h is being barred from contesting parliamentary elections. 
In the r a l l i e s a l s o , attacks were directed against Omamo along the 
l inos that he v/as power hungry and out to oust Odinga. 

The person who spearheaded the attack was not Ougo but 
Jalang'o Anyango. And he did i t with so much vigour and ruthless-
ness that as the campaign progressed more and more people were 
convinced that he had been planted with Odinga's blessing to 
campaign f o r Ougo, 

Ja lang ' o Anyango charged that Omamo had al l along been 
playing a d i v i s i v e r o l e within the Luo community especially by 
unsurping l eadersh ip of the Luo Union, Furthermore that he had 
embezzled RIAT funds which he had used to build his own private 
magnificent house. He then concluded that since Omamo had been 
denounced by the Luo community f o r a l l these misdeeds and develop-
ment requires cooperat ion between a l l Luo leaders he was not the 
r ight person to be e l e c t e d Bondo MP and should therefore be 
re j e c ted . 
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Ougo's major a t tack on Omamo a l s o emanated from 
this leadership debate. The a t tack was spanked o f f by Omamo's 
critieism that Ougo as a l e a d e r was not always in the f ront l ine 
position as the case should be i f he were a good l e a d e r . He was 
instead staying at the rear and there fo re not l ead ing and the 
people following. Ougo s c o r n f u l l y r e t o r t e d that he did not believe 
in Omamo's kind of leadership by wh^ch Omamo had been imposing 
himself on the people. He be l i eved in the people choosing him to 
be a leader and then l i s t e n i n g to them as he had always done so 
that whatever he does i s in l i n e with the p e o p l e ' s wishes. He 
picked on Omamo's having been in the Caretaker Committee of Luo 
Union that ousted Paul Mboya and t rans lated caretaker to .mean in 
Luo " I have taken using my own strength" (Alcawo g i telcro). 
Similarly, Omamo he said had taken over l eadersh ip of RIAT and also 
Bondo division KANU leadersh ip . The same t a c t i c s he al leged 
Omamo was apparently trying to use to d i s l odge him and become 
Bondo MP. The evidence of th is was sa id to hove been the abortive 
secret manouvre by Omamo to have his (Ougo 's ) campaign symbol 
changed from Olith (Falcon) to a box. The box was taken to 
mean a co f f in and interpreted as a s i g n of bad omen. 

The attack on O.mamo f o r t ry ing to f o r c o his way into 
leadership position was l inked to h is wealth which seemed to 
concern his opponents g r e a t l y . Omamo was c r i t i c i s e d in the 
ral l ies for using his wealth to buy support and r e f e r e n c e made to 
the presence of so many of h i s supporters transported by his l orr ies 
to the ra l l i es as a sign that he was indeed using a l o t of money in 
the election campaign. Ja lang ' o Anyango charged that Omamo v/as 
not only buying of f people but even h i l l s and gave the example of 
Got Abom,. Another dimension of Ja lang 'os a t tack v/as that Omomo 
was enriching himself at the expense of Bondo p e o p l e . Got Abom for 
instance would be for his ov/n personal b e n e f i t and not the people 
of Bondo. This was also the cose os regards the supply of .milk to , 
primary s'ohools which Omamo hod acquired f o r himsel f a monopoly of 
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again f o r personal ga in . And on the idea of inviting other 
wealthy peop le to Bondo f o r horambee, Omamo's "Ndeta to Ndeti", 
Jalang'o argued th is could be a l r i g h t i f say some one-hundred 
Bondo people s tood to b e n e f i t and not just one person, Omamo 
alone, was b e n e f i t i n g . 

Ociarno remained undeuntel by the virulent attacks on his 
wealth. He as o. matter of f a c t , came out openly and defended his 
wealth in the campaign r a l l i e s without .mincing his words. The 
point he was making V/as that he had wealth and would even accumulate 
more because he was using his wealth f o r the benefit of Bondo 
people. Thus he had undertaken the supply of milk not only because 
he was the only r i c h person i n t e r e s t e d in accomplishing such a 
task but a l s o because he was the one who would not have liked 
to see ch i ld ren in Bondo f a i l i n g to bene f i t from the free Nyayo 
milk programme. He was in the same s p i r i t spending free ly in his 
campaign because he wanted Bondo people to partake (Chuto jo Bondo) 
of the e l e c t i o n campaign money he was allowed to spend by the 
author i t i e s . The other candidates , espec ia l ly Ougo, by not 
spending to the some tune as himself he lamented were being 
mean to Bondo peop le . He in f a c t urged his l isteners to ask Ougo 
Ochieng' to l e t Bondo people partake of this money (Ougo Ochieng' 
ochutie jo Bondo). I t was in e f f e c t o challenge to Ougo to spend 
more money. 

I t was o l s o apparent in Omamo's se l f praise to counter 
attacks on hici f o r h i s a c t i v i t i e s i n Luo Union and RIAT that 
he saw his wealth as an advantage and that there was nothing wrong 
about being wealthy. He sow himsel f as having done a good thing 
to have helped Luo Union out of a perpetualfinancial c r i s i s 
result ing from embezzelment of funds . In contrast to those who 
were running the Union be f o re him he claimed he had spent his own 
mwney to the tune of Ss 100 ,000 /= which the Union s t i l l owed him 
as at that time. The money he so id hod been used to renovate 
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Cfafa Menorial Hall which he sa id had become so run down that 
bats fron Kano and Kajulu had node i t t h e i r mating ground. 
This he argued was a conspicuously d i s g r a c e f u l eyesore to the 
Luo community as a whole f o r which prominent Luos l i k e himsel f 
were needed to remedy the s i t u a t i o n . He concluded that he had 
therefore done a good ond not a bod thing. Likewise he had done 
a good thing to have organized n o j o r funds dr ive f o r RIAT saying 
i t hod culminated in the enrolment o f students o t the i n s t i t u t i o n . 
This he added was no mean tosk. And in on apparent r e f e r e n c e to 
Jolong'o, he further said that such things should not be talked 
of l i ght ly by those who we re not even there when people struggled 
to co l l ec t funds. 

In countering the various at tacks mainly d i r e c t e d to 
his person the best thing Omono had going f o r him was his o ra t i ca l 
ab i l i ty . This was coupled with having a loud v o i c e that node him 
audible thereby f a c i l i t a t i n g communication of h i s nessoge to the 
audience in spite of the l a c k of a loudspeaker . He in a d d i t i o n 
made frequent use of Luo id i ous ond i t was qu i te co.nnon f o r him to 
break into hilarious Luo song ond dance with h is audience chanting 
in chorus. He als* invented a s k i l f u l use of h i s e l e c t i o n symbol 
which was a lamp. This included a song composed about the symbol 
and gestures I involving opening up of the hands as i f throwing a 
beam of l ight which he termed " d i n " . Thus in his speeches a f t e r 
hitting hard at his opponent he would ask the audience to make 
this gesture ("mie uru dinJ'), And o t the c l o s e o f h i s speech he 
would burst into song« "Piny ka p iny , toya l i e l ; Ot ka o t , toys 
l i e i n 

"Piny" here refers to "p in je " or l o c a t i i o n s that the Luos were 
divided into during the c o l o n i a l p e r i o d . The t r a n s l a t i o n of 
the song is that the lanp burns in every "p iny" e . g . Uyoma 
Asembo e t c . , and in every house. 
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But i t should be noted that a l l the song and dance and loud 
applause f r o a the audience would not have been easy i f Qtnano 
did not f e r r y nany of his supporters to the campaign ra l l ies as 
already mentioned. There were a c t u a l l y complaints heard when 
the r a l l i e s became rowdy in Uyoma and Yimbo that those causing 
trouble were people f e r r i e d from Sakwa. And when ral l ies became 

rowdy within Salcwo i t s e l f people from Omamo's Kapiyc clan were 
blamed. I t v/as furthermore q u i e t l y whispered by some people that 
a l l those shouting in support of Omano had been .given .money by 
him. The group of people r a i s i n g v o i c e s of dissent did not join 
in the shouting v/hen the r e s t of the crowd was in jubilation 
roaring back to Omamo "dim, dim, dim". They were instead, not so 
loudly but d e f i a n t l y , saying " i d o n g ' i d o n g ' , idong"1 meaning 
you are not going to be e l e c t e d . And although they seemed an 
ins ign i f i cant minority i t turned out that they were right, Qmano 
ended up l o s i n g desp i te the impressive showing at the ra l l ies 
indicating c l e a r l y the ex i s tence of a strong opposing force to 
his candidacy in Bondo. "This f o r c e did not openly .manifest 
i t se l f p a r t i c u l a r l y in campaign r a l l i e s . This can partly be a t t r i -
buted to the f a c t that , unl ike Gem, in Bondo only the candidate 
contesting the e l e c t i o n s spoke a t the r a l l i e s . Thus there were 
no i n f l u e n t i a l persons addressing the r a l l i e s as in the case of 
Ambala in Gem from which one could deduce the alliances and hence 
the condi t i ons , A use fu l impression v/as, however, gained from 
the composition of supporters of Omamo and Ougo in the r a l l i e s . 
I t was evident that p r a c t i c a l l y a l l supporters of Qno.no were-
re la t ive ly youth fu l , and .most of them originated from his Kapiyo 

clan. They were quite aggress ive i n t h e i r rounds of campaign, 
harsh to t h e i r opponents and even insu l ted then at times. The 
supporters of Ougo wore only a handful a t the ra l l ies and quite 
few compared to Qmamo supportex^s, They v/ere more mature, much 
less aggress ive and were devoid of the harshness which characteri-
sed Omamo supporter 's, They mainly concentrated on singing before 
and a f t e r the r a l l y f l a p p i n g the i r arms l i k e wings of o bird to 
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demonstrate Ougo's Olith symbol. Among then one could ident i f y 
sone who had been youth wingers in the e a r l i e r e l e c t i o n s going as 
far back as elections f o r independence. They were most ly froa 
Sakwa and not Asembo as one would hove expected and some of then 
had had a long association with Odinga. 

The important in f e rence i s that j u s t as in 1974 Ougo 
was using the po l i t i ca l campaign network of Odinga which spread 
throughout Bondo'. Omamo lacked such a network -and this can be 
said to have been his major undoing. In the circumstances he,-
apart from sending his agents to d ish out money to the e lectorate 
concentrated on the public r a l l i e s . In c o n t r a s t i t seemed that 
Ougo camp was deliberately not put t ing emphasis on these public 
ra l l i es . Ougo and his supporters l ed by Odingo concentrated on 
a quiet vi l lage - to - v i l l a g e campaign. "Odinga did most of 
the ground-work campaign f o r Ougo touring the cons t i tuency from 
corner to corner and even mode a symbolic swim in the l a k e . 
At various places he stopped he would . draw s i z e b l e crowds 
causing concern within the administrat ion that r esu l t ed in 
widespread concern in Bondo that he- was going to- be arres ted . 
But this could not be easy because a t his various stops he would 
not formally address- the gather ing . He would only s i g n i f y his 
support for Ougo mainly by f l a p p i n g his arms l i k e Ol i th (a bird) 
Ougo's campaign symbol. He a l so could f i g u r a t i v e l y t e l l the 
crowd "mosno uru Ougo Olith" (you a l l send my greet ings to Ougo 
Olith) meaning they should vote f o r Ougo O l i th . 

The strategy of Ougo camp was t h e r e f o r e to conduct a 
quiet campaign reminiscent of the day3 of the KPU. Thus there 
was not as much concern about p u b l i c r a l l i e s that they apparently 
l e f t f o r Omamo to engage in hi3 t h e a t r i c a l s . This v/as rationalised 
in terms of a commonly held b e l i e f that Onamo on the one hand was 
the candidate of the establishment and was being fevoured by the 
administration. This was a l so brought out by h is own argument that 

» 
\ 
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that he was working to bring Bondo closer to the government. 
Ougo and h is supporters on the other hand were being molested 
ond even v i c t imised there fore they should be subtle and not open 
in their approach l e s t they are victimised more. 

Quano's c loseness to the administration made him acquire 
the image of a cunning person having sinister motives ond therefore 
on untrustworthy l e a d e r . This raised suspicion about his inten-
tions and a l so wealth. Bven more important is that i t lent 
credence to the a l l e g a t i o n s that he was the one behind the 
troubles of Odinga with the establishment. While this morked 
to Omamo's disadvantage and made him lose votes In the case of 
Ougo i t enabled him to acquire the image of on underdog which 
helped him gather sympathy v o t e s . likewise sympathy votes for 
Odinga went to him not Omamo. Furthermore because of Ougo's 
close l ink with Odinga he could be trusted and relied upon to 
f a c i l i t a t e , and not b lock , Odinga's rehabilitation to leadership 
in Bondo as an MP, even i f i t meant standing down for him* 
Thus the c l o s e l i n k with Odingo was again the cr i t i ca l factor in 
Ougo's' v i c t o ry in the 1979 e l e c t i o n . Odinga gave him fu l l 
backing and put to uso his p o l i t i c a l machine in Bondo headed 
by elders to ensure that he won and he did win. 
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1983 ELECTIONS: A Continuation of 1979 Trend. 

It can be said that in terns of analys is the 1983 
Elections in both Gen and Bondo was a continuation of the trend 
observed in the 1979 Elect ions. There were major s i n i l a r i t i e s . 
For example, the strong contenders remained the sane in both 
constituencies. In Gen i t was Otieno Anbala, Onolo Okero and 
Ongili Owiti while in Bondo i t was again Odongo Onano and Ougo 
Ochieng'. The social forces a l so renained b a s i c a l l y the sane. 
In Gen the rivalry between Kojuodhi and Kwenda pers i s t ed as the 
deciding factor while in Bondo Odingaisn was the c r i t i c a l f o r c e 
s t i l l . Even the issues including l eadersh ip , development, persona-
l i t y etc. were essentially the sane. And they were handled in 
a nore or less similar fashion in both e l e c t i o n s . 

I t is therefore u s e f u l , instead" of r e c i t i n g what has 
already been revealed by our d i scuss ion of the 1979 E l e c t i o n s , to 
only nention certain s ignigicant happenings in r e l a t i o n to the 
1933 Elections which uphold and strengthen our arguments. 
Gem 

As the MP for Gem, Ambala continued with contr ibutions 
to harambee in trying to f u l f i l h is promises to the e l e c t o r a t e 
although some people c r i t i c i sed him f o r favouring his own snai l 
l oca l i ty . I t also seemed that he v/as s u c c e s s f u l l y working his 
way into the establishment as he was able to secure a belated 
appointment as an Assistant Minister . But at the same time there 
was also another trend not working in his favour . There v/as 
a growing resentment of Aabala f o r being arrogant and more so 
because he v/as characterised as a s e l f - c e n t r e d , aggress ive and a 
violent person. He was consequently a l i enat ing his supporters 
especially influential Gen leaders v/ho had supported hin and 
enabled hin to oust a true son of Gem ond not a "Jadak" l i k e 
himself. This state of a f fa i rs v/as aggravated by the f a c t that 
his marriage to the daughter of Odinga got sour and they broke 

A 
Financial snpport f o r th i s p a r t i c u l a r f o l l o w - u p s t u d y r e c e i v e d 
from NCST and IDS. Thanks t o my Research A s s i s t a n t s P. Adur, 
P. Nying'uro, I . Ndiege, D. Obara and J. O g o n g ' . 
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o f f , resulting in increased resentment not only in Gem but 
also elsewhere in parts of Luolond. Furthermore he was linked 
through strong rumours to the t r a i t o r issue which precipitated 
the 1983 Elec t ion and there fore suspected of having been working 
together with outside f o r c e s which had al l along undermined Luo 
leadership ond uni ty . 

The diminishing popular i ty of Ambala with the Gem elec -
torate became evident during the campaign. The influential 
Gem leaders who hod campaigned f o r him in 1979 abandoned him. 
Sijeyo in par t i cu lar v/as in the race against him although Sijeyo 
was not a threat to Anbala, not even to Owiti and Okero, The 
signif icant po int i s that most of the chief campaigners of Ambala 
who l e f t him excluding S i j eyo r a l l i e d behind Owiti where they 

joined forces with some of those who had supported Okeno Osare 
in 1979. Thus Ambala was l e f t with a following, concentrated 
in Seuth Gem, but without the leadership to provide an ef fect ive 
link as indeed happened in the 1979 Elections, The logical 
consequence v/as that this f o l l o w i n g could be swayed easily away 
from him through campaign. This actual ly happened especially in 
North Gem where Owiti gained increasing support at the expense of 
Ambala. 

The campaign bid by Owiti in 1979 had definitely made 
him p o l i t i c a l l y well known in Gem. But the increasing popularity 
was mainly due to his quiet campaign, even after losing in that 
election. This was by way of involvement in harambee projects in 
various corners o f Gem - p a r t i c u l a r l y North Gem. If in f a c t 
•he had not been carrying out such a campaign i t would have 

been near impossible even to pose' a threat to Ambala in view of 
the surprise premature announcement of the elections. He v/as 
consequently the only formidable candidate standing against 
three former MPs whom the t ide in Gem had turned against. 
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Supporters ox Owiti argued that a l l the other candidates 
including Sijeyo who had served f o r only o few months, had had their 
chances as Lips so this was Owit i ' s chance to become Gen MP, 
The idea of trying a new person was there fo re working in Owiti 's 
favour. And the idea was held s t r o n g l y p a r t i c u l a r l y anong those 
who did not want Anbala to be returned and were a t the sane tine 
not ready for Okero's cone beck. I f these w®e Kojuodhi people 
they argued that even i f the MP was not f r o n t h e i r l i n e a t 
least he would be a true son of Gen, Anong Kwenda people they 
also saw the new MP as being o true son of Gen but beyond that 
he would be a true son ox Kwenda and s t i l l f r o n South Gen not 
just Gen, "As a natter of f a c t those s t i l l support ing Anbala in 
South Gen argued that Anbala was the r i g h t person nainly because 
ahe had been instrumental i n wrenching l eadersh ip from the North. 
He should therefore be given support s t i l l to avoid the North 
regaining the leadership as those in the North were in f a c t 
saying. These south people i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note were readily 
admitting that there was r e a l l y nothing wrong with O w i t i ' s 
candidacy except for the timing. In other words i t would have 
been good i f he contested at a l a t e r date to avoid d i v i d i n g votes 
and making Okero win, which meant that l eadersh ip would go back 
to the .North, Thus i t is e s s e n t i a l l y out of the f e a r o f th is 
happening that they were banking on Anbala and did not want to 
take chances with Owiti's candidacy. 

At any rate i t was Owiti who won the e l e c t i o n but with 
a-snail majority, Later when the e l e c t i o n was n u l l i f i e d and a 
by-election held, within months those who had doubts during the gene-
ral election had gained f a i t h in him and Owiti r e g i s t e r e d o land-
slide victory. 11 The major f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t i n g - to O w i t i ' s 
success tit the polls include capturing support o f i n f l u e n t i a l Gem 
leaders, A signif icant element i n th is group of l eaders were 
Kojuodhi leaders who were no l onger support ing Okero because of 
his leadership style and r i v a l r y between Kajuodhi subc lans . I t 
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was also due to Owit i ' e involvement i n haratnbee in both Worth and 
South Gem that node hin boost his inoge of a development conccious 
leader and becane there fore a good natch f o r Anbala. Another 
additional important f o o t o r was that he i s Jagen Asi l i coning 
fron the South where his c l o s e s t r i v a l who i s not a Jagen Asi l i 
cones fron. He could thus share votes with hin in the South and 
get overwhelming support in the North and therefore win. lastly 
he gained constituency-wide popular i ty due to traits of a pol i te , 
h none leader and his personal charm. 

Bondo 

I t seeued i n i t i a l l y a f t e r the 1979 Elections that Bondo 
had suddenly entered a new era of accord , Odinga was appointed 
Chairnan of the Cotton Lint and Seed Marketing (CLSMB) earning 
the nicknone Minister f o r Pamba (Cot ton ) . Ona.no got Chairmanship 
of both the Agr i cu l tura l Finance Corporation and the University . 
of Nairobi Council ond Ougo wos of course the MP, There were 
pronouncements in the l o c a l p ress , e s p e c i a l l y by Ouamo, and 
pledges tha t Bondo people and a l l the i r leaders would henceforth 
work in 'nity, 

However, things started changing dramatically and before 
long, the nonent Ougo resigned as Bondo MP in favour of Odingo 
Odinga in turn resigned f r on his CLSMB job to try and recapture 
Bondo seat. In on extrenely f a s t chain of p o l i t i c a l events 
Odingo was expelled f r on KANU and could not therefore,secure nomina-
tion to get e l e c ted . In a desperate l a s t ninute move, Jalang'o 
Anyango who wos runoured to be "having the backing of Odinga tried 
to secure nomination to run against Onano and even went to Court 
over the natter hut f a i l e d to get nomination. 

I t wos Onono, who hod a l so cone out in support of Odinga's 
po l i t i ca l comeback, who alone secured nomination and become TIP 
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f o r Bondo without Bondo people going to the p o l l s leading to 
reference to him as "High Court MP". I t i s o l so worth noting, 
that on becoming MP he wos in addit ion appointed a cabinet .minis 
ter. He was thus excited while Ougo ond Odinga found themselves 
in the cold p o l i t i c a l l y . - Por Odinga this was not the end of 
acute p o l i t i c a l problems. There was f i r s t the widespread talk 
that he was behind a .move to form another p o l i t i c a l party which 
apparently inst igated the .move to make Kenya a de jure one-party 
s tate . The result ing e f f e c t of this was that he could not r e -
enter e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s as he belonged to no p o l i t i c a l party. 
Secondly, matters got worse when he wos put under house arrest 
f o r al leged involvement in p l o t t i n g the August 1932 Coup Attempt. 
I t was while he v/as under house arrest that the t r a i t o r issue 
erupted. Thus the 1983 general e l e c t i o n v/as held when he v/as 
in confinement. 

The point to .make a l l the some i s that even when he 
was removed from public l i f e Odinga remained the .major f o r c e in 
the 1983 Bondo Elect ion . The discussions during the campaign 
centred around al leged manoeuvres of Omamo to capture leadership 
which were seen to be aimed at exclusion of Odinga from leadership, 
Ougo saw these moves to be aimed at not excluding Odinga only 
but other prominent Bondo leaders as we l l . He said that when 
he had a job , meaning v/hen he was MP, , Odinga had a job , Oneko 
also had a job , (Chairman Kenya Film Corporation) and even 
Omamo himself had a job . But when Qmamo became MP., Omamo wa3 
the only one with a job while Odinga, Oneko and Ougo himself were 
without jobs . 

In his attempt to regain his job a f t e r what looked l i k e 
p o l i t i c a l retirement Ougo was c l e a r l y regarded as the Odinga man.. 
The support he got was therefore bas i ca l l y support f o r Odinga and 
this was confirmed by the presence of c l ose p o l i t i c a l supporters 
of Odinga in Ougo's campaign t r a i l . I t i s worth pointing out 
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that Ougo had aore people openly canpaigning f o r hia in this 
particular election than i n any previous one. There were 
many aore vehicles deployed f o r the purpose showing that nore 
resources were put in to th is campaign. A l l i n a l l there was 
•ore e f f o r t and a 'uuch greater determination exhibited even by * 
Ougo hinself in his speeches which were l i v e l y and showed that he 
was quite confident o f winning the e l e c t i o n . In br ie f , the 
indications from the network o f support , which v/as essentially 
f o r Odinga, and the v igorous canpaign, was that Ougo was going 
to win the election with a b ig n a j o r i t y . The fa i lure of Ougo to 
win cannot therefore be explained in terms of the social forces 
in Bondo and the r e a l i t i e s of Bondo p o l i t i c s . Odinga's conclusion 
put f iguratively that Qnano went to parl iament "through the 
window" echoes this s t a n c e . 
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Ethnic Factor in Participation in the Electoral Process and Leadership 
Choice 

In trying to enhance our understanding of the extent to which 
ethnicity remains a dominant factor in the e lec tora l process primary data 
was collected by way of interviews with the e lectorate in Gem and Bondo 
constituencies. The same structured interview schedule (questionnaire) was 
used in both constituencies to allow f o r comparison of the two areas with 
the help of the information col lected. Interviews were conducted f or two 
different elections: 1979 and 1983, thereby allowing f or comparison 
between two ele^.ons while at the same time updating information co l lected 
in the initial 1979 study. 

In 1979, 122 respondents were interviewed in Gem atjd 110 in Bondo 
giving a total of 232 respondents. In 1983, 86 and 92 respondents in Gem-
and Bond® respectively were interviewed. Quota sampling i s the method of 
selection which was relied upon to y ie ld a l l the respondents. « 

The respondents can he characterised generally as predominantly-
married males although the proportion of females was higher in the 1983 
than the 1979 sample. The majority of the respondents were members of 
rural farm families and therefore belonged to the l o ca l indigenous popul-
ation. Their ages ranged between 20 and 70 years with a concentration in 
the 30 - 60 age group and the females tending to be younger than the males. 
They had mostly received *ome primary education and could therefore read 
and write. In terms of religious preference most o f them were christi-ans 
belonging to different denominations. ' 

j 

The information collected of relevance to this analysis relates 
to two broad areas. First is the inst i tut ional scope f o r part ic ipat ion 
in the electoral process and the operations of these ins t i tut i ons . 
Secondly, tb» various factors and the values which influence the choice-
of leaders in such elections. „ 

Institutional Scope 

The observations on inst i tut ions which can f a c i l i t a t e p a r t i c i p -
ation in the electoral process revealed that there i s a deadlock of 
participation through the p o l i t i c a l party which i s the main modern e l e c to ra l 
institution. The party only became of s igni f icance to the e lectorate at 
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the time of clearance of candidates wanting to contest the e lec t ions . 
The s igni f icance can in addition be said to be in a negative sense as i t 
was essential ly an expression of fear that a particular candidate would 
be barred from running f or e lect ions . Furthermore there was only concern i f 
the candidate was popular. This was evident from the intense discussions 
of Odinga's clearance in Bondo as compared f o r example to virtual i n d i f f e -
rence to the fate of Si jeyo in Gem. When asked to state the main problem 
with selection of candidates in their constituency about 60 percent Bondo 
respondents said in 1983 that i t i s the barring of candidates or more 
bluntly that i t had to do with the clearance of Odinga. 

" * 

The discussions i t i s important to point out were informal and 
took place between friends and/or acquaintances in private not openly. The 
implication i s that there i s no forum for formal part ic ipation at the 
grassroots leve l in this important party matter. The data col lected showed 
that more than 75 percent of respondents in Bondo and Gem are members of 
KANU. But only about 20 percent had attended any party meeting in the 
year 1983 when elect ions were being held. At any rate none of the respo-
ndents reported this matter having been diseussed. 

. * 
As a matter of fact the views expressed in Bondo clearly pointed 

to the fact that this matter and other important party issues are decided 
in Nairobi by KANU Headquarters. Furthermore that the decision on this 
matter could be manipulated by in f luent ia l individuals t c serve their 
interest by barring a particular candidate. The resulting e f f e c t i s ' tha t 
there is a we - they posture in the relationship o f the grassroots member-> 

ship v i s -a -v i s the party headquarters which implies exclusion of the rank-
and- f i le membership from the party decision process. 

Once the party has taken the decision on elect ion candidates the 
running of elections from the day of nomination to the declaration of 
winners a f ter pol l ing i s the responsibi l i ty of the Provincial Administra-
t ion. The District Commissioner (DC) who is usually appointed the 
Returning Of f i cer i s at the centre stage of e lec tora l process a c t i v i t y . 
He scrutinises nomination papers of the candidates, l icenses their meetings 
which are chaired by his aides usually the Distr ict Of f i cer (DO), appoints 
pol l ing clerks and organises as well as supervises the counting of votes. 
Thus the administration which belongs to the executive arm of government 
i s the modern inst i tut ion that plays a dcrainant ro le in the e lec tora l 
process and not the party. 



- 55 -

IDS/WP/ 4 0 8 

The arrangement i s actually such that party members wan only part i -
cipate in-the e lectora l process as individuals or grouped not on party but 
some other principle such as v i l l a g e , clan, locat ion , church, se l f -he lp 
group etc . The e lect ion r a l l i e s assume the nature of meetings of the 
administration loca l ly known as barazas and the party has no r o l e , formal 
or informal, to play in them. This lack of involvement of the party in 
organising elect ions i s mainly due to the fact that the loca l party leader-
ship and even the party members themselves are divided in their support of 
the r iva l candidates who a l l belong to the same party. I t i s very much un-
like in a multi-party situation where the l o ca l leadership and rank-and-file 
membership ral ly behind their party candidate. 

The data col lected c learly showed also that the party has v irtual ly 
no ro le at a l l to play in the electoral* process by way of creating aware-
ness and mass mobilisation. The respondents when asked about the sources of 
information on elect ion ranked KANU leaders and meetings as the least 
important after barazas. The most imporfant "source was the mass media, i . e . 
radio and newspapers, followed by friends and relatives which together con-

& .. 

Stituted the most outstanding soulrces of e lect ion information. The 
remaining sources of information in order of importance included market 
places, barazas, funeral gatherings, church groups, school teachers, KANU 
leaders and meetings, harambee meetings and last ly beer drinking part ies . 

» 

The important sources of e lect ion information finding i s consis-
tent with findings on l o ca l inst i tut ional scope which showed prevalence 
of groups organised around tradit ional principles such as clan or lower 
level kinship t i e s . These were mostly se l f -he lp welfare groups and included 
women groups to a Significant degree. The broad objective of these groups 
i s to contribute funds f o r harambee se l f -he lp projects or improving the 
welfare of their individual members. Tffis inevitably results in developing 
a network of friends and relatives between whom there is an exchange of 
p o l i t i c a l and other ideas f ree ly . 

There were in fact groups organised on modern principles but these 
were not broad based. There wered f or example a few church groups. Also 
there were cooperative soc ie t ies but only about 25 percent of the respondents 
in 1983 belonged to the few soc ie t i es in both areas. I t needs to be pointed 

I t was found in 1983 that 65% of the respondents own radios which implies 
access to radios by a larger proportion o f the population. 
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out that these kinds of institutions unlike, the party or welfare groups 
have somewhat specialised objectives and cannot be directly involved in 
electoral p o l i t i c s . 

The findings on opinion makers and e f fec t ive campaigners shows 
that traditional institutions play a dominant role in the e lectora l 
process as compared to the modern organisations. In response to a ques-
tion to rank leading opinion makers in their constituency those inter-
viewed in both Gem and Bondo taken together ranked Elders (Jodong Gweng) 
highest. Likewise when asked who are the most e f f ec t ive campaigners they 
again ranked the Elders highest. .. 

It i s interesting to note that while the Elders maintained a 
leading position in both instances the ranking position of the other 
groups did not remain the same. In the case of opinion makers the rank-
ing of these other groups in order of importance was as follows: Educated 
E l i t e , Teachers, Church Teachers and Nairobi Residents. As regards e f f e c -
tive campaigners the ranking was as fol lows: Youth, Educated E l i t e , 
Teacners, church Teachers and Women Groups, and last ly Nairobi Residents. 

J 

It is also s ignif icant that in Bondo and Gem taken separately 
the Elders were ranked highest as e f f ec t ive campaigners. There was how-
ever an important difference in the second highest ranked group in which 
case Ed»cated Elite in Gem and Youth in Bondo were ranked second. In 
regard to leading opinion makers Elders were ranked highest in Bondo 
followed by School Teachers while in Gem i t was the Educated Elite and next 
came the Elders. Thus even in the two dif ferent constituencies the 
dominant position of the Elders i s upheld. The position i s given in sum-
mary form below: 

GEM + BrfNDO GEM BONDO 
Opinion makers 1. Elders 1 .Educated Elite 1. Elders 

2. Educated 2 .Elders 2. School Teacher: 
Elite 

Effective Campaigners 1. Elders 1 .Elders 1. Elders 
2. Youth 2 .Educated Elite 2. Youth 

The inference we need "to draw is that the e lectoral process has 
not depended only on elements of modern institutions. There has instead 
an ascendancy of traditional elements evidenced by the dominant position 
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of the Elder^• All the same i t i s the combination o f both tradit ional 
and modern elements that has ensured awareness and participation in e l e c -
t ions. Together with the Elders, the Educated Elite including Teachers 
as well a* Youth Wingers have shaped the partic ipation in e lec t ions . 

Thus the majority of those interviewed were registered voters 
and had participated in previous elect ions through voting. I t i s there-
fore not surprising that pract ica l ly a l l of them knew who their MP was 
aparf from being able to identi fy the stronghold of his support and to 
rep^ll issues in previous e lect ions . In addition they have actively 
participated in harambee development through their contributions and know 
wh$ among the leaders has contributed most to development of their area 
a|d who has not. It can therefore be concluded that generally the voters 
have most i f not a l l the information regarding e lect ion issues and that 
tfe are talking about an informed e lectorate . 

Influences on Leadership Choice. 

There i s evidence from data co l lected from Bondo and Gem that 
despitetthstir dif ferences in soc ia l transformation tradit ional norms 
play a dominant and sometimes a determining ro le in their choice of leaders 
through the modern e lectora l process. The clearest indication comes from 
Gem where over 90 percent of those interviewed in 1983 f e l t that e lect ions 
in their constituency i s influenced by clanism/locationalism and more so 
by danism. They are also well aware of the particular clan from which 
most of the ir MPs have originated namely Kojuodhi and seme even mentioned 
the actual s p e c i f i c subclan, Kagola. Furthermore when asked to give the ir 
opinion on what they consider the main problem in the selection of candi-
dates to stand f o r e lect ions in Gem about 50 percent ident i f ied the problem 
as danism. In the same v^in, about 50 percent of those interviewed in 
Gem in 1979 agreed that general elections in their constituency are 
influenced by clanism/locationalism. There were even some who f e l t that 
Gem HP should come from their p a r t i c d a r location. 

In Bondo, in contrast, there was J.n 1983 an awareness that most 
MPs have originated from Sakwa and a minimal feel ing expressed by about 
14% of the respondents, that locationalisra influences elect ions in Bonds. 
But no respondent mentioned danism as a factor influencing Bondo e lec t i ons . 
Likewise in 1979, 90% of those interviewed answered no wtisn asked i f they 
thought that general elections in their constituency had been influenced 
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by locationalisra. I t i s therefore understandable that those interviewed 
in Bondo in 1983 did not at a l l consider clanism/locationalism- as the 
main problem in the se lect ion of candidates t c stand for elections in 
their constituency. Thus in Bondo apart from acting as the basis for 
organising e l e c t i on campaigns clanism/locationalism does not seem to play 

e l e c to ra l . , 
a major role in the / process while in Gem i t plays a determining 
role. This i s mainly due to h i s t o r i c a l circumstances peculiar to Gem that 
have resulted in the choice of leaders being c lose ly tied to clan origins 
of the aspirant. 

I t i s however not in Gem alone that traditional norms influence 
elections and in Gem i t s e l f danism is not the only factor. There are other 
such norms influencing e lect ions even in Bondo, some tc a greater degree 
than Gem depending on the.part icular stakes involved. And in both con-
stituencies the pattern that has evolved i s characterised by constant inter-
play between modern and t rad i t i ona l values. The findings on the leadership 
attributes a condidate should have to receive votes from the electorate 
points in that d irect ion . 

Leadership Qualities 

Those interviewed in 19 83 were asked to rank the factors they 
considered important in determining which candidate people vote for in 
parliamentary e lec t ions . I t was found that in both constituencies taken 
together Progressive Ideas, High Formal Education and Traditional Leader-
ship were ranked much higher than Religion and Wealth which followed in 
that order. In Gem High Formal Education was ranked much higher than 
Traditional Leadership while in Bondo the two were relatively mach closer 
Also in Bcndo a l o t more emphasis was. put on Progressive Ideas than in Gem 
which points t o the conclusion that progressive ideas are largely defined 
by one's perception of his or her own situation and can therefore be 
linked to e i ther t radi t ional or modern values or the two combined. 

Thus i t i s education and tradi t ional leadership that can be 
delienated as crucial f o r a candidate t o be voted f o r in partliamentary 
elections. Religion or the idea of a God-fearing leader was considered 
important while wealth was considered the least important factor. . In 
the same vein, in 1979, wealth was considered the least important factor 
in .determining how people vote in ân e lec t ion while education and tradi-
tional leadership were, viewed as cruc ia l fac tors . I t is interesting to 
uote t-hat compared to Bondo, in Gem re l ig ion and wealth were considered 

« • 

less important pointing to a much higher regard fcn> education which is 
therefore a key fa c to r in Gem. 
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The individual respondent was also asked to t e l l us which characteristics 
he or she considered important f o r a candidate to receive his or her own 
vote. Traditional Status combined with Age was ranked highest but 
closely followed by formal education. Other character ist ics included 
Experience in governmental a f fa i rs especial ly parliamentary experience, 
Personality, Religion and again Wealth came l a s t . In Bondo i t should be 
noted there was specific mention of the character is t i c of being develop-
ment conscious by a number of respondents which most l ike ly emanated from 
the views held by sympathisers of Omamo. 

To shed seme light on the actual operation o f these factors in 
the choice of leaders the 1983 post mortem _ .findings on the major 
factors which contributed to the v ictory of the MP who won the 1979 
Election are instructive. In Gem, Ambala in part icular won most importantly 
because of his performance and promise with regard t o harambee development 
projects. This was the outstanding faetor according to the majority of 
respondents. This however is c lose ly linked t o the other contributory 
factors. Also, i t relates directly t o factors that make people vote for a 
particular candidate and who are considered the leading opinion makers 
and effective campaigners. These contributing factors to Ambala's victory 
included traditional norms such as campaign by in f luent ia l Gem leaders and 
support from S. Gem clans and small clans a l l over Gem. Another contribu-
tory factor was that Gem people were fed up with the ir former MP which had 
mainly to do with that MP's performance in regard to harambee development 
projects. It had also to do with that former MP's personal i ty . He was 
considered arrogant more so by S. Gem people. Ambala was thought in 1979 
to be accessible and social. In addition wealth of Ambala was mentioned 
but only in terms of his having dished money out to his supporters during 
the election. : 

In Bondo similarly the factors were c lose ly linked. The respo-
ndents saw the Biost outstanding fac tor that led t o victory by Ougo in par-
ticular to be Odingaism. They said he was backed by Odinga and that he 
promised to stand down for Odinga. A contributing fac tor was ident i f ied 
as his personality. He was seen as peaceful 'and cooperating with the 
people particularly the elders. One needs to bear in mind in this connec-
tion the strong bond between Odinga as well with the e lders . Another 
contributing factor was Ougo's profession as a teacher which enjoined the 
teachers to him and brings to mind what was said e a r l i e r about the impor-
tant role teachers play in the e l e c t i on process in Bondo. 
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In both Bondo and Gem the responses to the question how those 
interviewed thought Ougo and Ambala gained the i r support in 1979 upheld 
the factors contributing t o the ir v i c t o r y . What needs to be emphasised 
is that neither had a p o l i t i c a l base of his own. Thus once Ambala was 
deserted by i n f l u e n t i a l Gem leaders he could not possibly win. Ougo for 
his part could continue winning so long as he had the support of Odinga. 

The understanding of these fac tors and how they operate can 
evidentally help in the predic t ion o f e l e c t i o n s in these two constitu-
encies. There i s a c l ear indicat ion o f th i s from the 1983 findings on 
who was considered the l i k e l y winner in that y e a r ' s election by the respo-
ndents and from where he derived his support. The evidence is furthermore 
confirmed by the responses t o the question whether the respondent voted 
for the winner in the 1979 Elect ion fol lowed by i f he would vote for the 
same person in the 1983 Elect ion . 

In Gem when asked t o name the poss ib le winner and the runner 
up the responses of those interviewed were as shown in Table 1. 

* 

Table 1: Gem Candidates Winning Score 

* 
The score i s arrived at by weighting g iv ing a score of 2 i f a candidate 
is mentioned as a poss ib le winner and a score of I i f mentioned as a 
possible runner-up. 

I t was indeed a c lose race between Owiti and Ambala as the actual 
outcome revealed even a f t e r the recount during the petition. But i t is 
significant that over 60 percent thought Owiti would be the r«inner up 
indicating how much stronger than in 1979 his candidacy was considered. 
This was attr ibuted to his quiet campaign, a f t e r losing in 1979, through 
harambee pro je c t s which made him a viable alternative to Ambala. In 
addition he had i n f l u e n t i a l persons in his camp, was socially close to the 
people and had the right clan connections. This kind of support Okero coul-
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not match although he had regained seme popularity. Owiti had in fact 
gained support at his expense espec ia l ly in N. Gem as indicated by a 
breakdown of the results of the 19 84 by-e lect ions available to us and 
given in Table 2. 

Table 2: Gem - 1984 By-Elections 
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In the case of Ambala his popularity was on the wane by 1983. The 
respondents in Gem were asked i f they had noted for the winner in 1979 and 
50 percent agreed that they had. When asked i f they would vote for the same 
person in 1983 only sane 40 percent agreed. This was mainly the consequence 
of Owiti's r i v a l candidacy. 

In Bondo when asked to name the possible winner and the runner up 
the responses of those interviewed were as shown in Table 3. 

Table 3: Bondo Candidates Winning Score* 

CANDIDATE WINNER RUNNER-UP SCORE* 

OUGO OCHIENG* 59 20 138 
ODONGO OMAMO 15 44 74 
JALANG'O ANYANGO 5 7 17 

>'c 
As in Table 1. 

The indications conform to our analysis. The clear winning posi-
tion of Ougo i s linked direct ly tc Odinga's influence. Ougo was regarded 
by the electorate as a peaceful , straightforward honest leader especially 
due to the fac t that he stood down for Odinga to try and recapture Bondo 
seat. 

Ougo had actually gained more popularity than in 1979 according 
to our f indings. When asked i f they had voted for the winner in 1979 , 
65 percent of the respondents agreed. And then to the question i f they 
would vote f o r that same person in 1983 80 percent of the respondents agreed 
that they would. 

ft 
The remaining four candidates in Bondo have been deliberately omitted 
because the ir scores were of no consequence for this analysis. 
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In conclusion one needs to emphasise the combination 
of both modern and tradit ional i n s t i t u t i o n s and values in the 
change process. Thus together but a l so e i t h e r one of the two 
can play a determining ro le in the e l e c t o r a l process depending 
on the stakes involved and how these are manipulated by the 
influential leaders, 

Ambala for instance could there fore win in Gem in 1979 
despite the dominant factor of c lanism/Locat ional ism mainly 
because he was regarded as development consc ious . At the same 
time Omamo was losing twice in a row to Ougo in Bondo despite 
being widely regarded in Bondo as the only person other than 
Odinga who has contributed most to the development of the 
constituency. He wffl therefore.in "the same boat with Olcero who was 
being accused of not being development consc ious . This similar 
outcome can best be explained in terms of going against Luo ethnic 
norms. 

To show further that being development conscious alone 
is not enough to get elected in Gem as wel l there i s the case of 
Ambala in the 1983 and the subsequent 1984 Gem b y - e l e c t i o n . He 
was then regarded as the only one other than Argwin'gs-Kodhek 
who had contributed most to the development of the constituency. 
But he had to give way to a budding development conscious Ja Gem, 

In the circumstances of Gem e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s therefore, 
the biggest mistake that Ambala made was to go to court over 
Owiti's victory. He made Owiti a Gem hero by so doing because 
Owiti was seen as personifying Gem e l e c t o r a t e in Court and 
earned a l o t of sympathy votes in the subsequent b y - e l e c t i o n . 
This is what really gave him a l ands l ide v i c t o r y only a few 
wr.th§ after a closely contested general e l e c t i o n . I t i s a l s o 
true that the revelations in Njonjo hearings by Lawrence Sifuno 
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«m how Ambala become an Ass i s tant Minister through the i n -
f luence of Njonjo a l so ruined his chances. Thus Ambala blew 
up his chances of being r e - e l e c t e d MP f o r Gem and Owit i ' s 
v i c t o r y could not come as a surpr ise to anyone f a m i l i a r with 
Gem e l e c t o r a l p o l i t i c s . Even Okero's candidacy, although there 
were signs that he v/as gaining in p o p u l a r i t y , could not a l t e r the 

course 0 f events as i t was completely untimely f o r him to 
enter tho race . 

I t i s a l so true to say that the working of these s o c i a l 
f o r c e s i s such that jus t being wealthy and dishing out money 
to youth wingers to shout and/or make approaches to the e l e c t o -
rate in the hope of buying the ir support cannot enable one to 
win an e l e c t i o n in BondO'or Gem. The voters openly resent the 
suggest ion that they con be bought while youth are not the leading 
opinion makers and some may not even be r e g i s t e r e d - v o t e r s . Thus 
Omamo could not oust Ougo in 1574- and 1979 E lec t i on desp i te 
"Chuto Jo Bondo" and having a swarm of youthful campaigners 
some o f whom i t was a l leged were in f a c t supporters of Ougo. 
And the feor3 in the 1984 Gem b y - e l e c t i o n that Ambala could o u t -
do Owiti because he hod o l o t of money proved to be unfounded. 

In short the f a c t i s simply that there i s an in te rp lay 
of modern and t r a d i t i o n a l values and both in f luence e l e c t o r a l 
p o l i t i c s in Luoland as revealed in the case of Bondo and Gem. 
This i s to d i f f e r e n t degrees depending on the p o l i t i c a l stokes 
and the intervent ion of i n f l u e n t i a l l e a d e r s h i p . Thus in an 
e l e c t i o n there w i l l be appeals to kinsmen in the c lan , maternal 
kin ond oven marriage t i e s . However the candidate needs to be 
educated and progress ive in terms being in l i n e wi th . the wishes 
of the community. I t i s in this sense that the r o l e of Luo 
ethnic f a c t o r in modern p o l i t i c s can be more accurate ly under-
stood . 


