
Abstract 

Background 

Resolution of public health problems in Africa remains a challenge because of insufficient 

skilled human resource capacity. The Consortium for Advanced Research Training in Africa 

(CARTA) was established to enhance capacity in multi-disciplinary health research that will 

make a positive impact on population health in Africa. 

Objective 

The first cohort of the CARTA program describes their perspectives and experiences during the 

4 years of fellowship and puts forward suggestions for future progress and direction of research 

in Africa. 

Conclusions 

The model of training as shown by the CARTA program is an effective model of research 

capacity building in African academic institutions. An expansion of the program is therefore 

warranted to reach out to more African academics in search of advanced research training. 
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