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ABSTRACT

This study discusses the role played by the CathGhurch in the development of
secondary education in Gusii. This has been dondobysing on the establishment,
growth and development of St. Charles Lwanga Icl@ins High School whose history
from 1968 to 2000 has been documented. The stuugtisrical in nature and has utilized

both primary and secondary sources of data.

The study traces the origin of the Catholic Chut@hGusii. The study shows that the
Catholics through the Mill Hill mission used eduoat as a tool for entrenching

themselves to their hosts.

The study shows that the school has had a lot fideince to the local community,

especially on the socio-economic front. The schaal contributed to the development of
secondary education in Gusii through the rolesqaldyy its former learners. Finally, the
study has given various recommendations on somer @iteas for further reading and

research.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0 BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM

Western education was established in Africa dutiveg19th century. This was as result
of the 18th century European Evangelical revivédtoligh this revival there was change
in missionary activity which led to the introducticof western education in Africa.

Missionary societies were therefore formed and top&n themselves the responsibility
of spreading the gospel to the “heathen” Africahisey were also concerned with the
issue of slave trade which they wanted to eradi@atelerson, 1970; Furley & Watson,

1978).

The church Missionary Society (CMS) pioneered is #ndeavor in Africa. In 1804 they
sent their missionaries to Sierra Leone to evangelnd rehabilitate the freed slaves. In
Eastern Africa their activities were pioneered by Dudwing Krapf a German who
unsuccessfully tried to evangelize the Galla (OrpmdEthiopia. He was later joined by
Johannes Rebman in 1846, These missionaries a$iathltheir first station at Rabai in
1846 to rehabilitate the children of former slavBse school taught reading, writing, and

arithmetic. It also prepared them for baptism (Bdgn 1992; Anderson 1970).

In Kenya the initial missionary activities were centrated along the Kenyan coast. This
was due to poor communication and the perceivetliypsf some communities such as

the Maasai. The Kenya -Uganda Railway which hadestaat Mombasa in 1895 and was



completed in 1901 reduced some of these problemscéforth, the missionaries began
serious competition for “spheres of infiuence ire tKenyan interior (Otiende &
Wamabhiu, 1992). For instance, the CMS, African ndlanission (AIM), Holy Ghost
Fathers (HGF) and Church of Scotland Mission (CS#tjled in Central, Rift-Valley and
parts of Eastern Kenya. The Seventh - day Adve(BBtA) Friends African Industrial
Mission (FA[M), Mill Hill Fathers, Pentecostal Assblies of God (PAG), settled in
Nyanza and western parts of Kenya. Through the iomsstations, they established

evangelization and early educational work spreadlhato their hosts.

Education of the Gusii people was pioneered byniissionaries who evangelized the
area. They include: SDA, the Evangelical Lutheramrch in Kenya, the Pentecostal
Assemblies of God (PAG) and the Catholic Churcloulgh the Mill Hill Fathers. The
Salvation Army (SA), Anglican Church and the Friendlthough, not very well
established cannot also be ignored. It is importamtote that the Catholics, SDA, PAG

and the Lutherans had a great influence in thisqgidfenya.

The Roman Catholic missionaries, the subject of ghudy had not been represented in
East Africa since the days of the Portuguese betwd88 andl700. The Roman Catholic
Mission to Gusii was because of four factors Fits¢, Church as was instituted by Jesus
Christ is by nature apostolic, Secondly 19th cgnbatholic revival and restoration of the
Roman Catholic hierarchy in Britain in 1850 ledtih® founding of St. Joseph’s society
for foreign missions, the Mill Hill Mission. . ‘Thaly, the 1892 religious war in Buganda

and the subsequent association of Catholicism thélrench and Protestantism with the



English made it necessary to invite the Englishakppey Mill Hill Fathers to Uganda.

Finally until 1902, the present day Western Nyaazd parts of the Rift Valley were part
of the Eastern province of Uganda. For this reasben the vicariate of the upper Nile
was created in 1894 and placed under the careeoMill Hill Fathers, Gusii naturally

fell under the jurisdiction of the Mill Mission. lather parts of the country the Catholic
Mission was represented by the Holy Ghost Fathe@&H) who had their headquarters in
Zanzibar. The Consolata Fathers from Turin in l@bened stations at Kiambu (1902),
Limuru (1903) and Mangu 1906 (Ogutu, 198!, Otiemael Wamahiu, 1992, Bogonko,

1992).

In 1908, Northcote the then assistant district cassioner in South Kavirondo invited
Father Brandsma to tour Gusii land After traveliagross (3usii from Luo hind, be
decided that Getembe (present day Kisii town) cdadda good place where a catechist
could be put as an instructor (Maangi, 201l Bugni890), In 1909, Brandsma settled at
Nyabururu and appointed Michael Butiko arnugandaaaCatechist. He sent sons of
chiefs to Mukumu where the priests bad startedhadcfor sons of chiefs. On 13th
December, 1911 Nyabururu mission the first Catholission was officially opened by

Father Bandsma, Father Jack de Wall and Father @agman, 1990).

In June, 1913, Father Wall and Father Scheffetadshsumbi, about 40 kilometers from
Kisii, They constructed temporary buildings and aechism went into full operation, a
second mission in Southern Kavirondo was born. fllee priests were in charge of the

two missions of Nyabururu and Asumbi. The actigitief these, missionaries were



interrupted in 1914 because of the First World WHEne war was fought among
European countries but, by geographical logic,i@riKenya was at war with Germany
Tanganyika. Therefore, the missions were interidipte this war up to 1917. In 19 IS, a
Kisii messenger was sent to Father Stam who hag simoved to Muniias requesting him
to come back. Three months later Nyabururu misgias opened by Father Wall. At this
time, there were 26 Kisii Christians, 112 readensl 42 Catechists. In 1920 Father

Herbert thyle joined Father Wall (Burgman, 1990).

In 1935 the mission of Isebania for the Kuria waered by father Brandsma. Father
Fredrick Hall, who later replaced Bishop Stam ashBp of Kisumu in 1948 was its first
superior. Up to 1948 the whole of South Nyanza timmde missions and two schools.
that is; St Mary’s Nyabururu, Isebania and AsunimiBishop Fredrick Halll's tenure as
Bishop of Kisumu (1948 1963) the number of missimtseased. The Kisii got two new
stations that is Nyamagwa in 1954 under the leadgexs Father Tiberius Mugendi and

Tabaka in 1959 under the leadership of Father @lé\(Burgman, 1990).

In 1960, the Diocese of Kisdmu founded in 1903 hghBp Hanlon was split. A new
diocese of Kisii was created under the stewardshiBishop Maurice Joseph Otunga.
The new Diocese facilitated the establishment otimber of learning institutions. The
first secondary school; St. James Nyabururu wagestan 1961 and transferred to
Mosocho in 1962. It was named after the BishophH&wsOtunga Mosocho, 1960). The
Bishop bought land in Nyansiongo and started Stit&iNyansiongo for boys and St

Angela Sengera Girls After the opening of Nyansmmdission, a new mission was



opened at Keroka (Ichuni Parish) and was put utigestewardship of Father Oucho. He
started a school at Ichuni by the name Uganda Manyhere some Sisters taught
voluntarily. Father Oucho was motivated by the peots of the time. There was a lot of
thuggery, ignorance, poverty and early marriagdserdfore, a school for girls was
important in ending these problems. St. Charlesrigaalchuni was therefore born. This
study on the role of the Catholic Church in thealepment of secondary education in
Gusii investigated the churches role in educatibrthe Gusii people particularly the

churchs activities towards the development of séapneducation through St. Charles
Lwanga Ichuni Girls High School. This institutiom$ibecome one of the leading Girls

schools since its inception.

1.1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The role of the church in education of this coun&g never been in doubt, In fact, the
Catholic Church has always been involved in thecation and formation of leaders. The
issue of the church and education in Kenya hastbes, been very crucial and worth
serious investigation The role of the Catholic @hum the development of secondary
education in Gusii specifically to St. Charles Lywarichuni Girls High School serious

calls for such a task.

Studies have already been carried out on the falleeoCatholic Church in development
of education. However, most of these studies tenfbtus more on Boys secondary
schools as opposed to its Girls secondary schodk,v@onsequently, this aspect of the

Catholic missionary activity, important as it issheontinued to just receive a cursory



treatment. Besides, no known study has addressedisitorical development of St.
Charles Lwanga Ichuni secondary school, one of fite¢ Girls’ schools in Gusii.
Accordingly this institution has remained obscunel et its establishment came out at
the time when secondary opportunities in Kenya @aflg for the girl child were quite
scarce

St. Charles Lwanga ichuni Secondary School did alalleviating this problem thereby
providing opportunities to many girls who would kawstherwise missed this important
level of education. This study sets out to invedBg the role played by the Catholic
missionaries towards the development of seconddugation in Gusii, This was done by
focusing on the development of St. Charles Lwaraauni as well as its impact on the

local community and indeed the whole country.

1.2 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
This study sought out to:
(1) Examine the role of the Catholic Church in the depeent of secondary
education in Gusu with special reference to Striéed wanga Ichuni.
(i) Trace the historical development of St. Charles ngealchuni Girls Sigh
School from 1968 to 2000.
(i)  Establish the impact of St. Charles Lwanga Ichumis@ligh School on the
educational aspirations of the Gusii community asllvas the general

development of secondary education in Gush.



1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
In order to realize the above stated objectives, study tried to answer the following
guestions.
0] What role did the Catholic Church play in the ebséinent, growth and
development of St Charles Iwanga Ichuni Girls Hggthool?
(i) How did the establishment of St. Charles LwangactGirls High School
influence the educational aspirations of the l@cahmunities?
(i)  How did the establishment of St. Charles LwangaictGirls High School

contribute to the development of secondary educatidsush?

1.4 THE SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

This study concerned itself with the role of thett@éc Church in the development of
secondary education in Gusii. It is important tdenthat not all Catholic established
secondary schools were studied. Tie focus was enhtbktorical development of St.

Charles Lwanga Ichuni Girls secondary school.

The study on the Catholic Church in the developalenit secondary education in Gush
concerned itself with Catholic Church’s Secondatyaation activities, especially those
that led to the establishment, growth and developnoé St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni
girls’ school. Consequently the findings of the dstumay not apply to educational

activities of other churches in Gusii and the count



The study limits itself to a period of 32 yearsttls, from 1968 to 2000. The year 1968
was taken as ideal to begin this study becausastinben St Charles Lwanga Ichuni was
fully established by Father Oucho and approvedhieygovernment. The year 2000 was
appropriate to terminate the study as it enabledr¢lsearcher to give a detailed account
of the Catholic Church’s life span in its first ¢ery in the country and its contribution to
education development in Gusii. It is importanntie that the Catholic Church through
its institution at St. Charles Lwanga Ichi.ini hasntributed significantly to the
development of secondary education in Gusii. It waped that the period under
discussion would enable the researcher to havepeprassessment of the role of this

church in the development of secondary educatiddusii.

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The study of the educational activities of the ©athChurch is important because the
said church was one of the most influential grothzg not only evangelized but also
carried out many educational activities in Gusiiaavgi, (2011) says that Catholics
through the Mill Hill Fathers initially concentrateheir efforts among the people of Luo

and Kisii and they took education as an effectoa for evangelisation.

It is hoped that the study has yielded data andrimftion that will be useful in
determining the role of the Catholic Church in tevelopment of secondary education.
The study apart from recognizing the Catholic Chig@ducational activities in (3usii, a

church that has contributed greatly to the devekunof education in this county, it



hoped that it will come up with findings that wowtherwise add new knowledge to the

study of history of education.

The particular study of St. Charles Lwanga Ichuaswdeemed quite necessary because
this is one of the most important educational prtgjeof the Catholic Church in Gusii.
The school has continued to provide secondary édumcéo girls in the region since
1968. It was therefore, important to document ttilience this institution has had on the

local people.

This was done by focusing on the establishmentyvtr@and development of St. Charles
Lwanga Ichuni Girls secondary school from 1968 @)@ The role of the Catholic

Church towards the development of education in ggngas investigated and efforts
were made to show the impact of this church orethecational aspirations of the people

of Gusii and indeed Kenya.

1.6 BASIC ASSUMPTIONS OF THE STUDY
In carrying out this study, the researcher badalewing assumptions:
(1) The management and the community around Ichuns Giigh School would
cooperate for a successful undertaking of the study
(i) The responses from respondents would not be bitseshtisfy personal
interest&
(i)  There would be availability of relevant documentsl aeference materials to

assist during the study.



CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.0 INTRODUCTION
In this chapter, literature related to this studys tbeen discussed. Many studies have
already been carried out on the missionary educatié\frica and indeed Kenya and it is
not possible to examine all of them. A few of theseks have been reviewed so as to
inform and clarify the study. This has been dongeurthe following themes.

* The development of western education in Africa

* Missionary contributions to the development of eation in Kenya

» African contributions to the development of edumatin Kenya

* The educational activities of the. Catholic ChuirciKenya.

2.1 THE DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN EDUCATION IN AFRICA

Christian missionaries pioneered western educahoAfrica. The history of western

education in Africa is therefore., basically intemen with the history of Christian

missionaries activities. The Christian missionataesk schools as the most effective tool
in spreading Christianity. Therefore, most of theudges tend to approach the
development of western education in Africa from twntext of missionary activity

(Anderson, 1970; Bogonko, 1992).

10



In his analysis of the emergence of African eliteNigeria during the second half of the
19th century, Ajayi (1965) shows that the Christiaissionaries used the church and the
school to bring social change in Africa. New forofsliteracy were introduced by the
school as a means of civilizing the Africans. Baagdschools were established on
mission stations to isolate the African convertenfrthe rest. This led to a new
community modeled on Christian and western civilathat settled within the vicinity

of mission stations.

In addressing the historical development of edooatin Kenya, (Sheffield, 1973),
acknowledges the role played by the missions aadissionaries on the education of
Africans. These missions provided elementary, prymand secondary levels of
education for Africans. As a result of the missioes combined efforts, Alliance High
School became the pioneer secondary school in Kewh&n it was established at

Kikuyu in 1926.

In tandem with Sheffield's work, other studies whiihave also addressed the historical
development of education in Kenya include works Fafrley and Watsom (1978)
Anderson (1970 and Bogonko (1977). Just like Seleffihey also acknowledge the role

played by Christian missionaries in the educatibAfacans.

11



2.2 MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
EDUCATION IN KENYA

Studies that have documented the religious aa®/iof some missionary groups have
also touched on the educational work of those wmssi therefore documenting the
educational activities of those missionary groufisis can be demonstrated by Strayer
(1978) on the evangelical activities of the C.MT8e study concurs that education for

the Africans played a very crucial role in layitng tfoundation for missionary work.

Painter (1966), carried out a very comprehensiwestigation on the Friends African
Mission’s activities in western Kenya from 1902 1®64. He shows that these
missionaries attached a lot of importance to thecation of Africans. The educational
work went hand in hand with the mission’s evandieliwork which was aimed at making

Africans self-supporting.

Just like Painter, Wasike (1999), has discusseeéffioets of the Friends’ African mission
towards introduction of western education in westeenya. These missionaries took the
education of Africans, as one of the most powerfobls for the process of
evangelization. The study is limited to the Friesttiool Kamusinga, a school that has a
lot of influence on the local community especialtlysocio-economic development and

education.

12



A study carried out by Amayo (1973), has documenitededucational activities of the
Seventh - day Adventists, one of the missionaryugsothat shaped their evangelical
activities in western region of the country. The ASostly concentrated their initial

efforts among the people of Southern Kavirondo; rmgnthe Luo and the Gusii, They
took education as an effective tool for evangelmat SDA’s curriculum was mainly

based on reading, writing and arithmetic (3Rs),|l@dnd practical training. Amayo says
that the S.D.A missionaries established a boardetwpol at Karnaganibo in the 1920s

that later became its educational centre in thetrgu

Kipkorir (1969) examines the historical developmehtAlliance High School and its
contribution to the emergence of African elite ieria. He argues that this first African
secondary school established by, the Alliance aftd3tant Missions was meant to
prepare a better educated African Christian le&gerto solve both Europeans and
Africans problems. The study notes that the sclkoalumni ended up taking various

positions in the country, mostly at higher levdigovernment employment.

Smith (1973), just like Kipkorir has documented thstory of Alliance High School; he

has done it in a chronological manner. He has tberebeen able to highlight some of
the major events in the running of the school frb826 up to 1969. The study shows
how Alliance High School influenced Kenya's destityough some roles that the old
boys have played. He attributes this to the Clamstspirit dedicated towards the

enhancement of African education especially atsagaxy level.

13



2.3 AFRICAN COISTRIBIJTIONS TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF E DUCATION

IN KENYA

Studies done on mission& educational activitiesehslvown that Africans contributed in

their education. The view depicted by the Europetrst Africans were passive

beneficiaries of western education cannot be tadenmously. A study conducted by

Keino (1980) examines the role of the Harambee mmave, a force which led to the

establishment of many secondary schools in Kentexr afdependence. Keino uses the

case of Sosiot Girls to study this phenomenon.

Ombati (1994) has strongly argued on the effort&fatans towards the development of
their education Africans provided land, food coustion materials, money, learners,
workers, teachers among others contribution. Ongpedis the historical account of Kisii
School as a case for African participation in edioo@al development in the country.
Government African school, Kisii was established anpported by the government and

African themselves through their respective Locatii® Councils.

Studies by Mukudi (1989k Kamere (1992) and MaaB@il(L) have also strongly argued
for the case of African efforts towards the devetept of their education. Mukudi gives
a historical account of Kakamega, Kamere that diikand Maangi that of Cardinal
Otunga High School Mosocho. All these scholars easjdie African participation in their

education.

14



Sheffield (1973) recognizes the importance of Adfnicinitiatives in education. He
discusses the Independent Schools in Kiambu Distinere efforts were made to build
educational institutions. A teacher training colegas established at Githunguri due to
the efforts of the Africans. The pioneers of thes#ependent Schools saw education as
important in the process of Africanization. Thegréfore, had less emphasis on British
history and literature and stressed on the impoedasf land. Sheffield also argues that
the creation of District education Boards (DEB)muoted African participation in their
education. Literature reviewed shows that Africamsre active participants and key

players in their education.

2.4 THE EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE CATHOLICS IN  KENYA

Studies have been conducted on the Catholic masiaactivities in Kenya as well as in
Gush, the area of this study. This section trieshtmw how these studies have contributed
to the development of knowledge on the activitidstltese missionaries towards
promoting secondary education in Gusii. The mosgéme study carried out by (Maangi,
2011) on the role played by the Catholic Churchthe development of secondary
education in Gusii. shows that just like other noisaries who evangelized in this area,
the Catholics also took education as an importasttument for African evangelization.
The mission laid an emphasis on catechism and meation of the scriptures Maangi
shows that Catholic education in Gusii was quiwskuch that the first secondary

school, St. James Nyabururu was only establishé9&2.

15



Later, it was transferred to Mosocho and it was edafter Bishop Otunga.. The study
limits itself by focusing on the establishment, wtlo and development of Cardinal
Otunga High school - Mosocho whose history he sdoem 1961 to 2006. The study
shows that the school has had a lot of influencéhéolocal community especially in
socio-economic and education development. He shihngsschooPs contribution to

national development through the roles played bsnbess of its former students.

In documenting the history of Kabaa-Mangu High Sdhand the contribution of the
Holy-Ghost Fathers upon education in Kenya, Osd§y(@) found out that the schools
establishment and development were greatly inflednby the Holy-Ghost Fathers’
realization that schools have an important roleiwilizing and Christianizing of Africa

as Father Francis Lieberman the founder of the RGRodem times envisaged.

Studies by Muhoho (1970) on the church’s role m development of educational policy
in the pluralistic society in Kenya, argue that #olong time, the Christian missions had
borne the burden of African education. The missom#ributed generously in personnel
and finances. Muhoho says that by the time of ieddpnce, the Catholic and Protestant
missions managed eighty five percent of the primschools and two thirds of the

secondary schools in Kenya.

Ogutu (1981) documented the origins growth and ldgveent of the Roman Catholic

Church in Western Kenya from 1895 to 1952. He sdat® origin and growth of the

Roman Catholic Church to western Kenya. Ogutu shioevg this mission evangelized
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through the school. The missionaries had a poliaysong the catechists who were taught
how to read and write. He shows that by 1939, thth@lics had eight central schools in
western Kenya. He singles out St. Mary’s SchoolaYtiat was providing secondary
education. The school played a significant roleéhi@ transformation process of western
Kenya. Its impact and significance remain noticeablthe strides the Catholic Church

has bad in the field of education and church expangOgutu, 1981)

Closely related to Ogutu’s study, Burgman (199Q¥ied out a comprehensive study
investigation of the Mill-hill missions activitiegn western Kenyan between 1895
andl9sc. He shows that these missionaries atteglh@dof importance to the education of
Africans, Burgman puts a lot of effort on the miss® and on the efforts of these
missionaries in the establishment of mission schaolKavirondo and western Kenya.
The establishment of these missions went handnd kaath the establishment of mission
schools. He singles out the role of St. Mary’s S¢héala which started in 1939 to offer

secondary education to be quite significant.

2.5 SUMMARY OF LITERATURE

The researcher has reviewed some of the literathiweh is related to this study. It has
been established that many studies have been ccamieto show the efforts made by
various missionaries in the establishment of wastelucation in general and particularly
in primary and secondary education. Other studiage halso shown that Africans
themselves were very instrumental in enhancingr tbain education. There is also

documentation on the general educational and eliaabectivities of the Catholic
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Church and also their efforts in the provision afueation to the Africans even at

secondary schools levels.

Whereas all the above studies have been able t Igjie¢ on the task that was to be
undertaken by the present study it should be ntitati due to the different objectives
which these studies were out to address, none &éas able to address the Catholic
Churches role in girl education in Gusii. Going tme available literature therefore a
strong case was established on the need for a Bkedthe present one which will carry
out an investigation on the role of the Catholiauti in the development of secondary
education in Gush. The study was therefore seilltéhfs gap by giving a historical

account of St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni Girls High &difrom 1968 to 2000.

2.6 CONCEPTUAL FRAME WORK

FIGURE 2.1: CONCEPTUAL FRAME WORK
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This conceptual framework portrays a relationsmpwhich the catholic missionaries
came to Kenya, established churches from which trepted schools; both primary,
secondary and tertiary of which Jehuni Girls is oheéhem. The educated and literate
persons from these schools joined the communityreviteey ensured the growth and

development of the community, the churches andgctheols.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.0 INTRODUCTION

This study has documented the role played by thidlla Church in the development of
Western Education in Gusii. In particular, it conitated on the establishment and
development of St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni Girls’ @&tary school. To accomplish this,
past records were used to reconstruct events glosanhected to the problem. This will

make the information available for future genenagio

3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN

This study being historical in nature used thednisal design. The historical method is
an account of reconstruction undertaken in spiricrgical inquiry designed to achieve

representation of previous age (Cohen and Mani®®4)L The use of this method to the
education problem that has been investigated helpedresearcher come up with a
systematic and coherent account of the eventshinat been investigated. The study
narrowed itself to studying St. Charles Lwanga talirls secondary school in this way,

the researcher was able to bring out deeper irssghtl more understanding of the role
the church has played in the development of seegnelducation in Gusii especially

secondary education for the girl child. Due to ttdason, the historical method is quite

appropriate.
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3.2 SOURCES OF DATA

This study utilized both primary and secondary sesirof data. Primary sources refer to
those sources which have had some physical contdcthe events being reconstructed.
Secondary sources are those in which the personggav description of a given event

was not present when the event took place but hBsreceived the descriptions from

another person (Borg and Gall 1983).

The primary sources for this study were the offigavernment and private educational
reports and minutes, correspondences and otheesy Were located in the schools
archives, Catholic Diocese of Kisii and Ichuni BariThe school assisted the researcher
with minutes and reports. In addition,, to thesmrds, oral testimonies were solicited as
a source of primary evidence for this study. Thatit@onies were sought from various
people including; former principals, B.O.G membdmmer teachers, former students
and indeed those who participated in one way oother on this education project. The
informants were identified by the use of purpossampling method. This therefore,
means that the researcher consciously decided tiooselude in the sample. It was
assumed that those chosen would be representétitre entire population. The sampling

method saved time and it identified typical andfulseases only (Oso & Onen, 2008).

The secondary sources for this study were publishatrials. They included; textbooks,

magazines, newspapers, journals and articles. Uisped academic theses and

dissertations have also greatly benefited thisystud
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Secondary sources unlike primary sources coulchéecurate and they may sometimes
distort information. Due to this reason secondanyree supplemented primary sources or

was used wdiere the later was not available (Ka9ig4).

3.3 PROCEDURE AND INSTRUMENTS FOR DATA COLLECTION
The researcher started by visiting local archiveedobk for primary sources of data.
These included: St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni Cathblmcese of Kisii and Ichuni Parish.

The records found in those places were studiechates taken.

The researcher also carried out interview sessmtts key informants to supplement
information extracted from the records. The intews were used to fill up information
gaps created by the inadequacy of the recordsirnféeview schedules were constructed
in line with the objectives of the study. In thisyy the researcher was able to interact
with her informants. This way flexibility in thegming questions of questions was easy,
equally, clarification of issues under discussicgravsanctioned as well as allowing an

opportunity for further probing.

Secondary sources were located at the Universityamfobi library. Some of the studies
had been used to acquaint the researcher with sbrtie studies in the area of study.
Equally, they helped the researcher in the inisédges for clarification and the
identification of the problem (Koul, 1984). The sadary sources filled the gaps that

were not adequately addressed by the primary seurce
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3.4 EVALUATION OF DATA

Before accepting the collected data as historicatiemce; it was evaluated. This
appraisal employed the use of historical procesextérnal and internal criticisms.
External criticism aimed at evaluating the natufetlte sources to establish their
originality while internal criticism stressed onethinformation contained in the
documents with the major aim of establishing tregcuracy and worthiness (Borg &

Gail, 1983).

The external criticism for this study ensured tthet documents being used are original
and not forgeries. The scrutiny of the author’srabteristics was checked. Internal
criticism on the other hand aimed at ascertainimg truthfulness of the information
contained in the documents. This was done by examithe competence of the said
authors as reporters of the said events (Koul, 198é collected information was
counter-checked against various sources and infusmé establish authenticity and

accuracy.

3.5 DATA ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION

After data verification and validation, it was apte as historical evidence for the study.
The evidence was then analyzed qualitatively. Was done by developing a coding
system where topics covered by the data collectede wdentified. After this, the
evidence was then interpreted based on the obgsctf/the problem under investigation
(Cohen & Minion, 1994). The outcome of this anadysias then presented descriptively

as research findings for this study.
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CHAPTER FOUR
ORIGIN OF THE CATHOLIC MISSION TO GUSH AND ITS EARL Y

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

4.0 INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the researcher has examined tigen af the Catholic missionaries in
Gusii. Factors that led to their coming, the growtid development will be discussed.
Efforts were made at examining the process of ¢hptanting and the establishment of
missions among the locals. Additionally, the regeoof the locals and the effect of the

World War | were examined.

4.1 THE ORIGIN OF THE CATHOLIC CITURCH TO GUSII

Four factors prompted the Roman Catholic missionaime to Gusii (Ogutu 1981: 47).
First, the church is a continuation of a movemaittated by Jesus Christ. This therefore;
means that the church as was instituted by Jesust@hby its nature apostolic that the
establishment of other missions is a continuatiowlmat Jesus did by appointing twelve
disciples who had to go after the ‘lost sheep ef pleople of Israel’. As a result of this
thinking, the Catholic Church in 1622 created then@regation for Evangelization (de
propaganda fide). The main aim of this congregatwas to further the interior

programme of the Catholic Church in European caeemtrthat had embraced
Protestantism. The congregation spread the catfetlt in America Asia and Africa. It

can therefore be argued that the coming of thedlatmissionaries to Gush through the
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Mill Hill Fathers was a continuation of the work tife congregation for evangelization

(Ogutu, 1981:52).

Secondly, the nineteenth century Catholic missiand the founding of St-Joseph’s
society for foreign mission- the Mill Hill Missiors another factor that led the Catholic
Church to Gusii. The society was founded after rbsoration of the Roman Catholic
hierarchy in England in September, 1850. The restor created an atmosphere
conducive to the founding of Catholic institutioasd missionary societies in England.
This led to the founding of St. Joseph’s societyféweign mission by Herbert Vaughan.
It can therefore, be argued that the story of tben& Catholic Church to Gusil, is the
story of St. Joseph’s society for foreign missiémsnded by Herbert Cardinal Vaughan
in 1866. The missionaries are however, commonlgrrefl to as Mill Hill Fathers

(Ogutu, 198 I:58) Herbert Vaughan wanted to stareijn missions after he became a
priest. In 1863, he started looking for funds amd 866 he got a place at Mill Hill, some
nine miles from London. Vaughan’s missionariesthtes referred to as Mill Hill fathers.

He started with one priest and one student. In 1874 missionary priest set out for

American had been assigned the Baltimore missiadydoly See (Ogutu, 1981).

In 1875, four missionaries started Madras’s missinod ml 879 and 1880 some went to
Afghanistan, Sarawak and Borneo, Father Henry Hamlbo in 1894, was consecrated
Bishop of Tens (Afghanistan) and appointed Vicarsaplic of the upper Nile was among
those who had gone to Afghanistan. St. Josephegmlhad difficulties in getting

candidates for Priesthood (Ogutu, 198:6 1) Vaughaited Dutch seminaries in 1871
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looking for candidates willing to join priesthoof@he Dutch bishops got volunteers for
him and upon his second return in 1876; there wsigady flow of students. This is the
reason as to why many Dutch Mill Hill Fathers camé&ast Africa and more specifically
in Gusii in the second half of the twentieth cepnturater Vaughan established another
college in Brixen in Austria. It is therefore, inmpant to note that founding of St.
Joseph’s missionaries was an important factorencttming of the Catholic missionaries

to Gusii.

The creation of the Vicariate of the upper Nile @hd invitation of Mill Hill Fathers is
another factor that led Catholic missionaries tslGBefore, the creation of the Vicariate
of the upper Nile and the subsequent invitationtred Mill Hill Fathers there were
Catholic missionaries in Africa. Charles cardinalvigerie wanted to establish in Central
Africa a kingdom of Catholics, ruled by a Cathatmnarch who governed on Christian
principles defended by the Catholic army (OgutB1t83). Through these white Fathers
the Catholic Church reached Uganda in 1877. Howelerthis time Muslims were
already at the Kabaka's court (Burnet, 1974:20-228pre importantly, European
penetration was at the period, during the reignKabaka Mutesa 1 (1856-1884).
Protestant missionaries sent their missionaridgganda during this period. The Church
missionaries’ society (CMS) sent Rev. C.T. Wilsord aMr. Smith in 1877 and were
joined by Mr. Alexander Mackay in 1878. The Fremsgeaking Catholics white fathers,
Fr Simon Lourdes and brother Aman’s came to Ugainda879. Kabaka Mutesa |

preferred the activities of the Christians missitggas opposed to the Muslim.
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Christianity therefore, took root in Uganda up taut®ba’s death in 1884; he was

succeeded by his son Mwanga.

Kabaka Mwanga Il did not like Christianity or fogei religions for that matter.
According to Faubel (1965), the first two yearsk#haka Mwanga Il, 1885-86, saw
serious martyrdoms of Christian converters inclgdBishop Hannington. On October
30, 1885, Mwanga wanted to get rid of both Chnsiand the Muslims but he failed.
Captain Lugard came to Uganda in 1890 and signedaty with Kabaka. The French
speaking Catholics saw the signing of this treatyaavictory to the English speaking
Protestants. The Baganda people also believedtithblics were French because of the
French speaking white Fathers. This led to theticreaf the Vicariate to the Upper Nile;
which was to have English speaking priests for Qatism to survive in Uganda.
Therefore, in 1894, Father Hanlon was consecraisdop of Teos (Afghanistan) and
made Vicar apostolic of the Vicariate of the Uppide (Gale, 1959:87). Upon arrival in
Uganda they founded their first mission statiodJgenda at and western Kenya. During
this time Gusii was part of Uganda and therefdréeli within the Vicariate of the upper

Nile.

42 THE MILL HILL FATHERS |IN GUSII AND THEIR EARLY
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The researcher has discussed about the aposta@stomiof the Catholic Church and the
origins of the Mill Hill mission and how they carte East Africa. Particular interest was

laid on the factors that led to the coming of th# Mill priests to Uganda. As we have
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noted, earlier Uganda included the present are&®ya, including Gusii the subject of
this study. In this section, we shall look at tlmaval of the Roman Catholic Church in
Gusii, planting of the church in Gusii and theiuedtional activities during their earliest

times.

According to Losndale (1977), Western Kenya regwas part of the Uganda
protectorate. The British administration at thimdi was based in Mumias. The western
region of Kenya which includes Gusii and some paftRift Valley remained part of
Uganda from 1894 to 1902. During this time the @aghad not attracted Christian
missionaries, this is despite the fact that Clamstnissionaries had travelled through the

area to Uganda from Mombasa (Ogutu, 1981),

In 1899, the administrative headquarters were mdw@u Mumias to Ugowe. At the
beginning of December 1901, the rail terminus awdt [Victoria were ready. This
development led to the movement of the British adstiative headquarters to Kisumu.
From 1901 to around 1910 there were missionaripsesenting the Friends Africa
Industrial Mission (FAIM) arrival in early 1902 (fpin, 1976:11-14). They settled in
Kaimosi, north of Kisumu where they built theirsirmission station. By 1902, the Mill
Hill Fathers who had arrived in Uganda in 1895 wikereking for a place in western
Kenya. Meanwhile at this time, western Kenya haénbé&ransferred from Uganda
protectorate to British East Africa (Kenya). In B9Qhey opened up Elureko near
Mumias (Burgman, 1990; Ogutu 1981: 86). In 1906 iasion station was opened at

Ojolla, a few kilometers west of Kisernu with Fatlé®2 Brandsma being in-charge of this
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mission. He immediately built the mission which pnpé up a school for boys. In 1908,
the District Commissioner of South Nyanza (baseldigi), Mr Crampton, invited Father
Brandsma to tour Kisiiland. Father Brandsma touhexlarea and decided that Getembe
(Kisii Town) was a good place for a mission. In @9Bather Brandsrna selected a site at
Nyabururu, near Kisii town and appointed MichaeltiBe+ Amuganda as a catechist
(Burgman, 1990: 59). Houses were built in Nyaburand Father Brandsma sent the
catechists to the chiefs so that they could getctmimens. He sent twelve boys to
Mukumu, where the priests had started a schodhfsons of cbie& Eight of the twelve
boys ran away from Mukumu.. The Kisli mission wasewed officially by Father
Bnindsma and his assistant Father Jack de Wall 3th December, 1911. (Gilpin,

1976:11-14)

Father Brandsma went back to Kisumu and left h@stent Father Jack de Wall in
charge of the Kisii Mission at Nyabururu.. They deghe process of expansion and
evangelization among the locals, in 1912, Wall yoaised by Father Stain. in the whole
of South Kavirondo (South Nyanza), Nyabururu was éhly mission. By 1912; South
Kavirondo consisted of the Gusii, Luo, Kuria anda&hbba, In 1913, there were plans to
have a mission for the Luo of South Kavirondo. EatBuoma of Ojolla and Bishop
Biermas travelled through Kabondo and Karachuonyd ia consultation with Father
Wall of Nyabururu decided to have a Luo missionAaumbi. They also agreed that
Father Scheffer was to be the superior of the mmssiherefore, in 1913 Asumbi mission
which was not veiy far from Nyabururu was openedwever, Nyabururu was for the

Bantu- Gusii and Asumbi for the Luo (Burgman, 199The two mission stations
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continued to co-operate. It is important to notat tihe Luos had accepted Christianity as
opposed to the Gusii. Apart from the Catholic Miss at Asumbi, the Seventh - day
Adventists had also established missions in Luordga They include (iendia,

Kanyadoto, Kamagambo and Wire Hill.

The Gusii people did not accept Christianity beealas them, there was no difference
between the colonialists and the missionaries. WtherBritish colonialists were in the
process of bringing the Gusii people into effecttadonial rule, they used a lot of force.
In 1905, Gusii warriors fought a deadly fight witte British soldiers with the assistant of
Luo warriors who had accepted British rule (Burgam&990:58). This led to many
deaths of Kisii people, especially those of Mogassub-clan of Bogetutu. The coming
of the missionaries only a few years after theldatheant that the Giisii people could not
embrace them, since they had not forgotten theahiyof these white men. Therefore,

for the Gusii people, missionaries and coloniakgtse one and the same.

Apart from the brutality of colonialists when bring the Gusii people into colonialism,
two other issues contributed to the delay for twals to embrace the missionaries. First,
the Mill Hill Fathers entered Gusii a short whilefbre the colonial government
embarked on conscripting young men to clear thestowhere Kisii town stands today. A
big number of young men were given machetes ta theaforest, giving reasons for the
First World War being called (Ewgi ya Nvwaioro). &hwar started while clearing the

forest was going on (Nyaundi, 2012).
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The issue of the World War | was also another #ffected early mission work which
had not taken root During the war, the missioni@tatit Nyabururu and even the
neighboring Seventh- day Adventist mission wersetb At this time in1914, only seven
Gusii people had embraced Catholicism, but aft@tiba, they abandoned the faith. In
1915, Father Stam came to Nyabunini. Things didmegtove: all the Kisii catechumens
ran away (Ogutu.. 1981:63). Father Stam was lai@ed by father Ross; at this time
there were only three readers, one of them wastaddy the police; the remaining two
decided to leave. Father Stam had to borrow foadees from Asumbi who were able to

read and also completed the church building inikesvn, the current Kisii cathedral.

Father Stain and his predecessor, Wall and eveathes pioneer Fathers in Kisii did not
realize the reason for the Cmusii people’s unvgiiess to embrace the Church. They
thought that Gusii people were childish people whbald not perceive that contact with
the Europeans missionaries could bring Christiaagd western civilization for their
own good. In essence as discussed earlier the @esple had not recovered from the
event of 1905 and 1908, when the British killednthi@ big numbers (Burgman, 1990).
After 1908, various homes lost a son, a brothecoasin or an uncle, hundreds of
households were burnt and their cattle taken. Tresgmce of the Whiteman therefore,
remained a constant reminder of their humiliatiBasides, the British upon taking over
the leadership of the Gusii appointed their owrofdes as chiefs. This didn’t augur will
with the whole ethnic organization of the Gusii pleo Therefore in the initial years, the
Gush did not embrace the activities of Father Stéhey did not respect these Priests

either.
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After the World War 1, the Gusii started warmingtophe priests. Father Jack de Wall
came back to Nyabururu in 1919. At this time thesre 26 Christians, 112 readers

(those who were preparing for baptism) and 12 tades

The same year the priests and the learners c@tuatenty acres of land. In 1920, Father
Wall was joined by Father Herbert Doyle. By 192 Gusii people had embraced the
Catholic Church. This is evident in Father Wall'sritimg in September 1920,
‘everywhere | was received well, all chiefs and drean being friendly’ (Burgman
1990:103). At Asumbi, there was success. in 1%24ther Scheffer got a young assistant

in the name of Father Leo Bartels.

In 1923, Father Doyle was appointed the superiddyabururu mission. He soon started
his interactions with the people across Gusii. &aboyle was quite lenient in the matter
of Gush traditions besides, to the people he wate qu-operative. He encouraged
circumcision for both boys and girls. Due to thigople liked the mission station at
Nyabururu and professed the Catholic faith Burgni®®0). In 1934, Doyle was joined

by Father Hoizi. Up to this time the Gush had amie rnission. They expanded to Kuria
in 1935 when the Mission of Isebania was openecutiee leadership of Father Fredrick
Hall. The Mill Hill Priests opened other missiomtsbns outside Nyabururu in 1 940s. In
1948, Rangenyo mission station was opened by FMbgrGekano mission had already
been opened. At this period the Bishop of Kisumg Bshop Stam who bad worked as a
pioneer priest in Nyabururu. in 1948 he was repldeg Bishop Fredrick Hall who had

also worked in Kisii and Isebania Burgman 1990).18b64, Nyarnagwa mission was
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opened and was put under Father Tiberius Mugemdil959, Tabaka mission was
opened under Father C.Wittie. Therefore, the CathGhurch in Gusii took time to

spread out of Nyabururu.

In 1960, the Catholic Diocese of Kisumu was divigddch saw the establishment of the
Catholic Diocese of Kisii. Bishop Maurice Otungasmeonsecrated Bishop of the new
Diocese of Kisii. Real expansion of the Catholiau@in in Gusii began as a result of the
opening of the new Diocese. Bishop Otunga openechileg institutions during his time

until 1969 when he was consecrated the archbislidpaoobi. He was succeeded by
Bishop Mugendi, who had been a priest at Nyamadwa973, archbishop Otunga was

appointed Cardinal of Kisii Diocese.

4.3 THE CATHOLIC CHURCH'S EARLY EDUCATIONAL ACTIVIT IES IN
Gusll

Having discussed the coming of Catholic missiorsaaed their attempts in planting the
Catholic Church in Gusii, it is important to looktaeir early educational activities. The
Catholic missionaries bad a policy of using Africaatechists in their evangelical
endeavors. This therefore, means that the Africatechists needed an education for
them to read the scriptures. The Catholic missieraaught their converts how to read,

write and count (Ogutu, 1981).
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Just like other missionaries, the Catholics alsuk teducation as an effective tool for
evangelization. Education of the Africans in Gusas pioneered by the missionaries
who evangelized the area. They include seventhAthyentists, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Kenya (ELCK), Pentecostal assemblies od GPAG) and the Roman
Catholic’s Mill Hill Mission (MUM) the subjects othe study. These missions had
permanent stations from 1911. The Mill Hill Fathapproach to education was different
from the other missions. It could be summarizethm words of Bishop Biermans who
said thus:
1 believe in education for native to a certain ektevriting and reading. |
do not believe in natives for Clerkmanship for satme to come. The
native himself cannot do anything. They have ndiative | am not in
favor of teaching English, it spoils the nativegiites them a swollen head
you cannot expect a teacher to be on the same waihd his pupils

[Ogutu,1981:137].

This shows that the Catholic were not keen on gian education to Africans beyond
reading, writing and counting. This shows why Sariyls Nyabururu remained the only
elementary school that was run by the Catholic €dor a long period of time. It is

important to note, that the Catholic Church didréve a secondary school in Gusii until
1961 when St. James Nyabururu secondary schooéstablished. Besides, in the whole
of the Catholic Diocese of Kisumu, the Mill Hill feers had eight mission stations by

1924 and none went beyond elementary A (Maangil 20futu 1981).
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The first mission school, St Mary’s Nyabururu wasablished immediately, the mission
was established, and initially two boys were eein 1912. It was difficult to get girls

to school at this time. The boys who were first @thd were sons of the chiefs. They
were from the Gusii and Luo communities. The edaooat activities and indeed mission

activities’ were interrupted by the outbreak of thest World War betweenl|914 to 1918.

In 1918, after the war the number of pupils in Nyafou increased to 112. The Gusii
people had now embraced the church and indeed; &dkeication. Father Doyle of
Nyabururu did not take education for the Africaesicusly. For him, schooling meant a
big central boarding school in the mission for aadnmumber of selected children
(Burgman, 1990). In the neighboring mission of Atuntather Leo Bartels began to
give the pupils more schooling. The learners attdnelementary school classes t learn

how to read and write, and in the evening theyagiolitional tuition from Father Bartels.

In 1942, Bishop Siam of the Catholic Diocese ofufisl proposed to have day schools in
all the missions, it also thought of making Rang, &lyabururu and Mumias schools into
Junior Secondary Schools and Yala into a seniamskry school. It was not until 1959
when Nyabururu was allowed to become Junior Secggndirhool. Meanwhile,

Rangenyo, Tabaka, Nyamagwa and Gekano had becosssomstations and they also

bad mission schools that were offering education.
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CHAPTER FIVE
ESTABLISHMENT, GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF ST. CHARLE S

LWANGA ICHUNI GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL 1968-2000

5.0 INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the researcher shall discussstabkshment, growth and development of
St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni Girls High School frora darly years. The history of the
Uganda Martyrs will be discussed as an essentiakgsaund albeit briefly, as an

essentia’ background to understanding the group @ktablished St. Charles Lwanga
Girls at lehimi. The establishment of the schoal #ime re-location of the school to the
present site will be discussed. The schools pedaoa both in curricular and co-

curricular activities over the years will be dissed.

5.1 ST.CHARLES LWANGA ICHUNI GIRLS SECONDARY SCHOOL AND
COMPANION MARTYRS OF UGANDA

Christian missionaries arrived in Uganda in 1877aékigi 201 1). The Vicariate of the
Upper Nile was founded in 1894 4th Kampala as thadquarters. The Vicariate was
administered by the Mill Hill fathers. During thisne Gush and indeed the whole of
Western Kenya were part of the Uganda protectofdtes. means that Gusii naturally fell
under the jurisdiction of the Mill Hill mission (@¢u 1981 Maangi; 2011). Later, Gush
became part of Kenya and ceased to be part of W@ghaot still the Mill Hill mission
headquartered in Kampala continued to co-operatie those in Kisumu Diocese. This

brief description serves to explain why a groug\bfcan priests from Uganda known as
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the Companion Martyrs of Uganda had a heavy presenGusii especially Masaba and
Borabu where this study is located. When the Catlibcese was split in 1960, all the
African priests were sent to the newly created Bsecof Kisii under the stewardship of
Bishop Otunga (Maangi; 2011; 6). This partly exptathe presence of the. Companion

Martyrs of Uganda in Borabu and Masaba areas.

As discussed in the previous chapter, the first &orGatholic missions to East Africa
and indeed Uganda were established by the WhitheFst Mission in 1879. It is
important to note that these missionaries and thesttan converts in Buganda were
tolerated by the Kabaka Mutesa | but not his sismekkabaka Mwanga (Waligo, 1976).
Therefore, Mwanga launched a campaign against t@mss lie killed the Anglican
missionary Bishop James llamiington and his collesgin October 1885. Saint Joseph
Mukasa, an important member of the royal househlepdoached the Kabaka for the
killings, and on November 15that year, Mwanga beheaded Joseph Mukasa. Then the
Christian pages under Mukasa shortly followed tleg’s wrath. Mwanga, having
learned that they had received religious instructivom the page St. Denis
Ssebuggwawo, ordered that all the youths be atfeésteCharles Lwanga who succeeded
Mukasa, then secretly baptized those boys who kad batechumens. The following day
they were herded away to the village of Namugongwee of them were murdered
enroute (St Pontian Ngondwe a soldier, and thel iegvants Athanasius Bazzekuketta

and Gonza Gonza).
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According to Father, Lourdel, superior of the Ron@atholic mission to Uganda all the
survivors were imprisoned for a week (www.encycltipeBritannica). St. Mbaga-
Tuzinde was Killed by his own father; the pagesenmirned alive on June 3, 1886. These
were Saints Ambrose Kibuka, Anatole kiriggwajjo, hilles kiwanuka,, Mugagga,
Mukasa Kiriwawanvu, Adoiphus Mukasa Ludigo GyvinadaKizito. The soldiers and
officials; Saints Bruno Serunkuma,James Buzabaliana Luke Banabakintu were also
martyred with them. Sadly, Mwanga continued hisspeution, destroying protestants
and Roman Catholic missionaries alike. Other vistithat were later killed included
saints Charles Lwanga, Matthias Mulumba, assigtaige to Provincial Chief (Lesser
Chief); Andrew Kaggwa, Chief of Kigowa and Noe Magali; a Roman Catholic
leader. The page St. Jean Merle Nuzeyi was beheadé@dnuary 27, 1887 (encyclopedia

Britannica).

Rather than deter the growth of Christianity, thartyrdom of these early believers
seems to have sparked its growth instead. The bddae martyrs proved to be the seed
of faith, This explains the formation of the Comjmemn Martyrs of Uganda that saw
Father Oucho and others establish schools and angssn Gusii. Besides, the first
African Mill Hill fathers came from Western Kenyaspecially the communities

bordering Uganda.
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The companions’ martyrs of Uganda established dshaod missions in Borabu and
Masaba areas which have names such as Genza Gindasephs Mukasa Matibo, and
St. Charles Lwanga ichuni among others. ic.hunisBRais named after St. Charles

Lwanga.

5.2 ST. CHARLES LWANGA ICHUNI SECONDARY SCHOOL

The establishment of St. charles Lwanga Ichuni'$sHigh School can be tmced back to
1962 when the Rev. Father Oucho started a schaoh fprimary to intermediate
(standard eight) for girls. As discussed earliee, Catholic Diocese of Kisumu was split
in 1960. The new Catholic Diocese of Kisii was unithe stewardship of Rt. Rev. Bishop
Joseph Maurice Otunga. The bishop wanted to extkadactivities of the Catholic

Diocese of Kisii beyond St. Mary’s Nyabururu intesdnate school (Maangi, 2011).

Bishop Otunga therefore, had to spearhead thelsstaent of schools fOr the locals,
He therefore, supported the Tiliburg brothers wtstalglished St. James Mosocho
Secondary High School (now Cardinal Otunga High d8th Mosocho) that was

transferred from Nyabururu. The bishop immediatestablished Sengera secondary
school for girk Then the fathers from Uganda, tigtou=ather Oucho established St

Kizito Nyansiongo and St. Charles Lwanga Ichunigbbject of this study.

According to the Rev. Father Thomas Matoke, thaspapriest; St. Charles Lwanga

Ichuni, Father Oucho started St. Charles Lwangaricl®Girls because of the need to

educate the girls around the area. At this tim&962, when Father Oucho started the
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school, the Gusii People did not take girl childueation seriously. It was therefore
difficult to get enough girls for the school asytiveere supposed to get informal training
at home that could make them good women in therdutd girl child was seen as a
source of wealth for the family, According to theusd culture, the girls had to be
married off for their brothers to get bride pri€ar this reason, the school was changed
by Father Oucho to a boarding school in 1965. Fatheho served as the head of the

school up to 1970.

By 1970, primary school enrolment had greatly iasexl and there was therefore
demand for more secondary schools for girls. Estlalment of St. Charles Lwanga
Ichuni was therefore a response to this demand pfingary boarding for girls remained
as St Charles Lwanga Ichuni was started initialyaaday secondary school. It was later
changed to a girls’ boarding school under the lesde of William O. Osoro as the
headteacher. The school was taken over by the gomest The Catholic Church

however, continued to support the school during ithitial period of growth.

During this initial period, the school had two sipais blocks of classrooms, one
dormitory and dining hail. They were at the presstd where the school is still located.
However, offices were still located at the misssile where there was also the church
and one dormitory. The school continued to useattministration block at the mission
from 1970 to 2009, when an ultramodern adminisirablock was built at the site where
the school is located, According to Joyce Orioku@ga former school girl and current

Principal of the Ichuni Girls High School, the sohdid not have adequate structures for

40



a long period of time. She notes with enthusiasat ttespite this apparent lack of
physical structures, the school has always perfdrmell among the girls schools in the

larger Gusii.

In 1982, Osoro O. William who had the head of tlkho®l was succeeded by Mrs.
Margret Mandina who sewed up to the time when @llevas introduced in 1985. The
girls continued to perform well in their ‘0’ levelkaminations. Mrs. Eunice Migisi took
over from Mrs. Margret Mandina as the head of tteosl in 1986. During Mrs. Migisi’s

time in 1988, the school became a high school. Adve status of high school was quite
short-lived because the girls only sat for theirl&vel examinations in 1988 and 1989
before the system was changed to ‘O’ level as ilgbdst level of secondary school

training.

In the first years of the 8-4-4 system of educatitime school retained a good

performance in Gusii regioft Mrs. Eunice Migisi waiscceeded by Mrs. Month N. Jane
in 1992 who served up to 2006. It is during thisidi that the school's academic

performance dropped dramatically. This is becabeesthool was falling. There was a

low entry mark to the school, indiscipline on thartpof the students, teachers and the
support staff. The teachers were not ‘working’. Hafool structures were in very bad

shape, as noted earlier the administrative block med in the site o the school but in the
missions compound. The school environment was nidt fgendly; generally the

reputation of the school was quite low. Mrs. Jo@mpitu had to make a choice, because
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of the church and for the love of the school thatured her as a student from 1980 when

she did her ‘O’ level she had to take over theéestip of the school.

5.3 SPORTS, CLUB AND SOCIETIES OVER THE YEARS
According to Mr. John Kirui the head of the gamepatment in the school, games,
sports, clubs and societies have been taken sBrisusce the school’s inception. In

athletics, the school is usually best in athleticd cross-county championships.

The school also participates in leg ball, baskélt drad volley ball. In these games the
school has always competed up to the district fevBhe school has not competed well
up to the national level. In the past girls haveé been very keen on participating in
sporting activities; this is because of lack ofcstress on the games calendar. Besides, the
school administration has been prioritizing academuctivities at the expense of co-
curricular. The co-curricular department has alwiagked equipments and facilities to
enable them produce a serious team. All this hawngributed in one way or the other in

the school’s poor performance in co-curriculanatiés (games).

hi music and drama the school has always had &presat the national championships.

The reason for this performance according to thecpgral of the school is that the

teachers and the students concerned worked a team.
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Various clubs and societies have also existedarstnool. The 4k- club has been one of
the most active clubs in the school. Tie membeastpgbeans, maize, cabbage and kales
that supplement the school’s diet. Apart from 4ldscthere is journalism club, science
club, debating club and the Young Christian stuslgftCS). The main aim of the
debating club was to promote the standard of laggw@amnong its members and to mould
them into good public spealers. Therefore, the phamotes togetherness within the club
and the school as well as outside the school. Daagy Christian students (YCS) are also

one of the best societies in the school.

It is a society that attempts to uphold Christiauing in the school community. The

society’s members join out of their own accord dmasve been of great service to the
school. The school has continued to have spiritoakishment since its inception; there
iS morning mass in the school everyday, the memdietse YCS usually participate in

the celebration of mass through singing and dan&ggally, they look after the schools
chapel by ensuring that it is clean. This briefcdssion on the school’s involvement in
sports, clubs and societies shows the importansethool has attached in this important

component of the curriculum.

5.4 CONCLUSION

In this chapter the researcher discussed the coafitte Companion Martyrs of Uganda
and the subsequent establishment of St. Charlesxgavachuni through Rev. Father
Oucho. The problems the school has undergone thrabhg years as well as its

involvement in sports, clubs and societies have lgescussed.
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CHAPTER SIX
THE INFLUENCE OF ST.CHARLES LWANGA ICHUNI GIRLS HIG H

SCHOOL ON THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

6.0 INTRODUCI ION

In this chapter the researcher examined the infleerf St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni Girls
High school on the social economic life of the hostmunity. Attempts will be made

albeit briefly, to locate the positions held in g by the former students of the school

especially in the education sector where they datsin

6.1 ST. CHARLES LWANGA ICHUNI GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL AN D
EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT IN GUSII

St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni girls’ high school, stdrtat a time when there were no
secondary schools for girls in Gusii. As alreadigcdssed St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni,
together with St. Angela Sengera Girls were thst fachools to be established by the
Catholic Diocese of Kisii for the girl child. Theegenth-day Adventist had Nyanchwa for
both boys and girls, the Lutherans had lItieriodoth boys and girls and the Pentecostal
assemblies of God (PAG) had Sameta and Itibo foisbdhe existing Government
African School, Kisii was for the boys. This medhat the Catholic Church pioneered in

the establishment of schools for girls in Gusii.
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According to Joseph Moreka, the chairman of then@at Parish of St. Charles Lwanga
Ichuni and Mr& Catherine Onsomu, the Parish tremsand an old girl, St. Charles
Lwanga Ichuni Girls’ High School has contributedrsficantly to the development of
education in Gusii. Moreka, says that the schosl llenefited the locals and the school
has also benefited from the locals, The locals sti@nd own the school. The workers of
the school especially the subordinates come franldbal comniunity He says that the
school has assisted the locals including the Ryaisiof the school who comes from
around.. Besides, the school has inspired locé& tprpursue education. Besides, father
Oucho made sure that the girls studied even if these poor. Moreka, has educated his
three girls in the school, two are medical pramtiirs and another insurance expert. A
granddaughter who was educated in the school isudemst at the Jomo-Kenyatta

University Science and technology. The school atiogrto Moreka and

Onsomu has attracted most girls to study thereusect is a single sex school, it tbllows
catholic traditions and it is a good school neagirtthomes. Besides, the school

administration maintains discipline.

St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni has influenced the dgreknt of secondary education in
Gusii. The teachers of the school have always playerucial role in the development of
education especially in the local district. Mostitsfteachers have been resource people
in various educational activities in the distristany are members and team leaders of
district subjects’ panels; others are resource gosrsin -SMASSE (strengthening

Mathematics and Sciences in secondary schoolsgreothead Science congress and
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others are members of the local sports councils @gdnizations that are aimed at
promoting secondary education. Many teachers wire wéially teaching in the school
are heading other several secondary schools and dbetribution to education is

overwhelming.

6.2 THE INFLUENCE OF ST. CHARLES LWANGA ICHUNI ON T HE SOCIAL
ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND ITS FORMER
STUDENTS

St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni girls’ high school hasered for the educational needs of
many of the local people’s children. As discussadier, for many years St Charles
Lwanga Ichuni has been the school of choice foryrarmght learners in (3usii, A list of
former students shows that the school has conétbut the leadership of girl schools in
Gusii. This shows that the school has contributeghtty on the socio-economic life of
the Gusii people. Most of the former students in&ved revealed with nostalgia. that in
the various activities they engage themselves stegys from the kind of discipline they

instituted in them throughout the years.

Another way of assessing the influence of St. @salclwanga Ichuni is by examining the
roles played by its former students The successiwdome of the former students have
attained both in their public and private livesars indicator on the kind of contribution
this school has made to the development of Guslil@yond. A major factor that has

made the former students succeed in what they degdrom the kind of discipline the
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school instilled in its learners from its inceptiop to now. Mrs. Orioki Joyce Ogutu

joined St. Charles Lwanga lehuni in 1980 and Ieft 983 after sitting for her O’ level.

She says that she joined the school because daimdy’s inability to meet the cost of
education elsewhere. The school gave her a goodagdn. As a student leader the
school prepared her well on leadership, a trainiad has enabled her to succeed as a
principal of the school, The school made her addptand handy. It was a school for the
poor. The school prepared her to fit in variousiemments. As a low cost school that
considered needy cases, she is able now to hdredleetdy girls today. She had a mother
but no father, and she is now able to accommode#elyn cases, besides, school fees
continue to remain low to give others a chance.ufhahe skills she learnt at St Charles
Lwanga she has been able to improve the school ftoee steams in 2006 to five
streams presently. Initially, between 1968 to 1%7%as a single stream school. It

attained double streamed status in 1972 up to $980’

Apart from Mrs. Joyce Orioki,, Elmelda Ochenge tt@rent Principal Nyabururu
National School was educated at St. Charles Lwdalgani Girls’ High School from
1982 to 1985 when she sat for her ‘O’ level, Shegd the school because she attained
high performance in primary school leaving examore. Besides,, there were high
standards of discipline in the school and it waarnger home. While at the school
Elmelda was highly motivated by the local leadershsas the late Andrew Omanga who
used to come to the school during the national dajsbrations such as Madaraka day.

The school insitilled in her a sense of responigydind hard work, it made her to acquire
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the virtues of obedience, spiritual change thapared her to be firm in the execution of

her duties today.

Jackline Mikuro, the Principal Marani Secondary &ihwas a student at Ichuni from
1984 to 1987 when she sat for her ‘0O’ level Exarams. She was influenced by her
friends to join the school because of its good greniince. At this time the school was
always best in drama and music festivals. The &aabf the school were her role models
and this influenced her to be a teacher too. The@dembraced love and hard work, the
discipline she learnt from the school she has ramiatl up to now. She was a leader of
debating club as well as a laboratory prefect. €Headership roles proffered her to her
administrative role she is playing today. Currersthe is studying for her master’s degree
in religion from African Nazarene University. Othefd girls in academics include
Conceptor Ombachi, Principal Kiareni Girls, Mrs. &ta of the Ministry of Culture Kisii
County, Mrs. Peris Isaboke county assembly segrdtasii County, Rachel Otundo land

valuer among many others.

6.3 CONCLUSION

In this chapter the researcher examined the infleeri St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni girls
High school on the local community. The school'f#uence on the development of
education in Gusii and its influence on the soe@nomic life of the local community
have been discussed. An attempt has been maddliteequositions held by some former

students of the school.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

7.0 INTRODUCTION
This chapter is based on the organized, preseniddanalyzed data in the previous
chapters. The summary, conclusions and recommendadre drawn from the discussed

findings based on the objectives of the study.

7.1 SUMMARY

The study intended to find out the role of the ©@athChurch in the development of
secondary education in Gusii, especially the difldis education. This has been done by
focusing on the establishment, growth and developroé St. Charles Lwang’a Ichuni
Girls High School from 1968 to 2000. Efforts haveoadbeen made to show the impact of
the school on the educational aspirations of tleallaommunity, as well as the roles

played by some of its former students.

7.2 CONCLUSION

The study revealed that the Catholic Church had/gplaa significant role in the
development of secondary education in Gusii. Thelte of the study show that the
catholic diocese of Kisii in 1960 pioneered in #stablishment of single sex secondary
schools in Gusii. The results of the study show tihe Catholics through the priests from
Uganda contributed significantly in the establishingrowth and development of St.

Charles Lwanga Ichuni Girls High School
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The findings also reveal that the establishmer$toiCharles Lwanga Ichuni Girls High
School has influenced the aspirations of the lecahmunity especially the immediate
surroundings of the school. This has been seerughrdhe tracing of the historical

development of the school up to 2000.

The findings also reveal the impact this school lead on the educational aspirations of
the Gusii community as well as on the general dgmaknt of secondary education in
Gusii. This is evident from the roles played by fiissmer students, who are playing a
significant role in the education sector. It wadedothat almost, all Catholic girls’
secondary schools in Gusii are headed by formelests of St. Charles Lwanga Ichuni
Girls High school. This shows that the school hastrtbuted greatly on the socio-

economic development of the Gush people.

7.3 RECOMMENDATIONS

From the findings of the study some recommendatiuanee been made, The Catholic
Church should continue supporting their schoolseisly in the provision of religious
services moral and educational support. Regularstea of the school's head teacher
should be minimized. Initially, the school did rpErform well because the former heads
of the school continued to stay because of favourlsy the church despite their
performance. Therefore, the church should supperfopming heads of their schools.
The head of the school should inspire learnersetdopm both in curricular and co-

curricular activities.
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In the later years the schools performed well en¢b-curricular activities because of the
head teacher support. The head teacher shoulddreanyul accessible to parents, teachers

and the students so that they are able to prdseintwtorkers and concerns.

The Games department should have a system in filat@nsures the students take co-
curricular activities seriously. This will make thearners fit to take on the curricular
activities. The students know the importance ofrspg activities and how they relate to

their academic lives.

7.4 SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH
Further research is recommended in order to devb@area on the role of the church in
education development. Suggested topics to be ekhre:
The role played by the seventh- day Adventisthédevelopment of education in Gusii.
- The role played by the Lutherans in the developnwniVestern education in
Gusii.
- The role played by the Pentecostal assemblies df(BAG) in the development
of Western education in Gusii.

- The role of the Church in the development of Wesegtucation in Gusii.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX |

LETTER OF INTRODUCTION TO THE INFORMANTS

My name is Jennifer Bitutu Magoma. 1 am a Maststigdent at the department of
educational foundations, School of education, Uit of Nairobi. | am writing a
project. The topic for my study is “THE ROLE OF THEATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF SECONDARY EDUCATION IN GUSII: THE C3E OF ST.

CHARLES LWANGA ICHUNT GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL, 1968-2000"

| request that | discuss with you issues relatetthéoabove stated topic. | look forward to
your support in generating information necessargdampile this report, The finding of
my study will be useful to policy makers, implemenst education stakeholders and will
otherwise add knowledge to the theory and pracatitéhistory of education as on

academic discipline in Kenya.

The information you will give be treated with catgntiality and will not be used for any

other purpose, other than my masters ‘ResearcheStud

It is request that you discuss freely and openlg ask questions at the end of the

discussion. Indeed there is no wrong and right ansag you are free to express your

opinion.
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APPENDIX I

INTERVIEW SCHEDULES

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR EX-STUDENTS OF SL CHARLES LW ANGA

ICHUNI GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL

Name
denomination current occupation
1.

2.

age

Between which years were you a student at Ichurs Gligh School?

What made you opt to study at this institution &y other?

What qualifications’ made you merit admission tis tistitution?

How did members of your family receive the newsyofir admission to this
school?

What distinctive features existed in this schoadlimy your stay there (probe for
the possible of influence of the Catholic Church).

How did you compare the standard of this schoohhotacademic and non-
academics over the years up to 2000? Incase ofddfgrences, what in your

opinion could have caused the differences?

. Were there any differences between St Charles Lavéstguni Girls and:

a) Other school in Gusii:
b) Other schools in other parts of the country?
In what ways can you say that Ichuni prepared outtie kind of life you are

leading now plus other activities that you haveagegl yourself since?
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APPENDIX IlI

INTERVIEW SCIIEDIJLE FOR FORMER PRINCIPAL AND EX-TE ACIIERS

OF ST. CHARLES LWANGA ICHUNI GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL

Name age Ethnic  group

Denomination

. Between which years did you teach at Ichuni GiiighH5chool?

. What were your academic qualifications them?

. Had you been a teacher before your appointmematchtat Ichuni? If yes, where and
for how long?

. How did you receive the news of your appointmerthts school?

. What academic and non-academic activities did théesits engage in and how did
the school compete with others in these activities?

. How do you compare the standards of this schodl lmoacademics over the years up
to 2000? In case of any differences, what in yquinion could have caused these
differences?

. What kind of relationship existed between the sthaad the Catholic Church?
(Probe for the Church’s support and influence om mmanagement of the school
especially in curricular and non-curricular actest

. In your opinion, how did this school influence thievelopment of secondary

education in Gusii?

9. What kind of influence has this had on the l@mahmunity over the years?

10. In your opinion, what contribution has the @dithChurch had on the development

of secondary education in Gusii?
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APPENDIX IV
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR FORMER PRIEST/EDUCATION OFFI CIALS

OF SL CHARLES LWANGA ICHUNI GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL

Name age nic ftoup

Denomination current church occupation

1. In what way did the Catholic Church contribute ttueation development of,

a) Education in Gusii (generally).
b) Secondary education

2. What led to the establishment of St. Charles Lwadolgani High School?

3. What kind of relationship existed between the Clatl@hurch and the school?

4. What has been the role of the local Christians @l people to the school’'s
development?

5. In what ways did the Catholic Church missionargssist the institutions up to 20007?

6. In your opinion, how did the catholic tradition &dt the development of education in
Gush?

7. How did you compare the standard of this schoohbot academics and non-
academics over the years up to 20007? In case dflifeyences, what in your opinion
could be the cause?

8. In your opinion, what kind of impact has this schbad on the social-economic and
political development of the local community?

9. How different are catholic institution from otheénsGusii?
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APPENDIX V

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR TUE LOCAL COMMUNITY MEMBER F ORME

LOCAL LEADER/OTHER KNOWLEDGE PERSONS

Name age thniciEgroup

Denomination current church occupation

1.

How did Ichuni come to be established and otherallogeople play in the

establishment of the school?

. What role did non-catholic Christians and othealqeeople play in the establishment

of the school?

How did members of your community receive the nelvthe establishment of this
school in their midst?

What kind of support did the community give to ttewvelopment of this school up to
20007?

How has school benefited the local community? (Brédr any inspiration on the
education of the community and other benefits).

Have you educated any of your children in this sthdf yes, how did you receive
the news of your child’s admission to Ichuni?

Why did you decide to take your child to this sdrexed any other?

In what ways can you say this school prepared wbid for the kind of life he is

leading now?

In your opinion how did the establishments of Ich@irls High School contribute to

the general development of secondary educatiorusii®
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APPENDIX VI

RESEARCH AUTHORIZATION

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCIENCE,
TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

Teleptemar # JRE-20-220050%, 20 267 3550, & Plesx thabit Doae
U713 T8 8T 4738 404 205 . Likure Lhigheens
Fax- 9352 ovnsmx FO. Boa 3067560100
' © HARODI BFENA
Lmal seonmRryInacoe _poke
Wehute: waw paceari gooke
Dhare;
Wiwn replymg, nicaze guaie
24™ October, 013

Our Fel: NACOSTEFRCDVIVOIVITI6

Jeamiter Biustu Magoma

University of Nairohi

(3. Rox 920902

RE: AU TION

Following vour abplivetion duted 24* Ocwber, 2013 for nuthorily 1o carry ot

vessarch on “The role of the Catholie Chnrok in the development of

secondary cducation in Gusil: The case of St Charies Lwanga Ichoni Girls

- gk Schoot I958-2989.7 | sm pleased o Inform wour that ¥ou have been

“  wthosioed 10 undtrtake rovvarch in Kisii County for @ peoed coding: 317
Derember, 2014

Vou are advised 0 report 0 the County Commissioner and the Connty
Direetor of Educadon, Kisii County before embarking on the research
projec.

On campletion of the rescarch, you are expected to submil twa hard copies
and one sofi copy in pdf of the research repontihesis to our office.

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCIENCE, TECONCLOGY & INNOVATION
Copy

The County Cemmissioner

The County Director of Edvcation

it County. -

x

Al et T ek ¥ B PRy ald RS B f D SO O TS
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APPENDIX VII

RESEARCH CLEARANCE PERMIT

AT}

e r“mm W&m mﬁcﬂ ﬂ 1 m'ﬁbduw
miammgaxmmmm?mwm: hat

sy Tkt the cancelladon of pour pertall
e am:mtm:&w wm

- dheveevani Grvernaien :
5. Vopary required to yubaie s st wm}m
xwmwtamﬁmﬁ}mwm
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