
ABSTRACT 

 

This article proposes multilingualism in education, where indigenous languages are used 

alongside English as the media of instruction in schools to eventually promote their use in 

Kenya. It begins by stating Kenya’s language policy in education. It then states the responses 

given by some primary and secondary school teachers who were interviewed on the 

implementation of the language policy in schools and their attitude towards the possibility of 

using the mother tongues in teaching some subjects in primary schools and beyond. The differing 

situation from school to school shows inconsistency in the language policy implementation. 

Some teachers’ views show that indigenous languages should not be forgotten. The article 

suggests that the indigenous languages should be used more in education and should have an 

economic value. Finally, plurality is viewed as an African reality and the need to develop a 

language policy that will strengthen the position of indigenous languages is recognized. 


