This chapter develops a method for using poverty indices derived from survey data for a given year to
predict poverty rates in subsequent periods without having to conduct a new household survey. It
illustrates the workings of this method with data from the Kenya Welfare Monitoring Surveys for 1994
and 1997. The methodology is thought to provide reasonable predictions of poverty in Kenya over the
period analysed. It is suggested that this methodology is a convenient and important tool for monitoring
and evaluating the success of poverty alleviation programmes.



