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ABSTRACT
This research set out to interrogate the challefeygd by female African immigrants as
reflected in Chimamanda Ngozi AdichieAmericanah The study also set out to
compare and contrast the male and female exper@n&fican immigrants in the West
while analyzing the author’s vision on African ingrants.
To achieve this, the research utilizes African f@sm as a theoretical framework.
Through a close reading of the text, the studyaksvéhat the interconnectedness between
race, gender and class issues pose a major chalfengemale African immigrants as
reflected through racism, stereotyping, economgsgure and male domination. The
study further establishes that both men and women faced with comparable
experiences of the West however men choose to tedlese circumstances differently.
While women form a close — knit relationship, mentbe other hand are antagonistic
towards each other. Although Adichie projects thmdle experience as closely- knit and
the male one as friction- filled, this in itself met contradictory. Adichie seems to point
out that the male response is as a result of pressaf immigrant status. There is an
attempt by the author to present the male - femeal@erience as complementary in
nature.
The research also reveals that Adichie’s visionhaow female African immigrants
respond to their experience in the West is cruniarder to achieve greater freedom and
fulfillment from all forms of oppression. The studyrther establishes that Adichie
envisions a world where African immigrants are oppressed by the West on account of

their colour but treated as equal beings in refatmthe West.

Vil



| recommend future research Americanahbased on other theoretical approaches such
as post colonialism and psychoanalysis that maygba deeper understanding of the

immigrant narrative in the West.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the study

This research focuses on the literary represemtatiofemale African immigrants in

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’®&mericanah It investigates how a number of female
characters in the text reflect the female Africammigrant experience in a Western social
setting that is - America and Britain. It exploréew social tensions like racial

discrimination and stereotyping alongside econolmicdship are presented through

writing on immigrants.

The immigrant narrative too seems to preoccupyvihiéngs of contemporary writers
like Okey Ndibe and Chika Unigwe among others. Ok&libe’s Foreign Godsinc
(2014) is a story about Ike a Nigerian immigranb cliver based in New York who is
not officially employed by the American system despan American degree in
Economics. The reason he has to undergo frustratmments of joblessness is because
he has a highly inflected Nigerian acce@n Black Sisters StregR009) is Chika
Unigwe’s story of four female African immigrant chaters Sisi, Efe, Ama and Joyce all
of whom except Joyce a Sudanese willingly leaveeN&for Antwerp in Belgium to
work as prostitutes .This persuades me to arguelibee is a message these writers are
trying to communicate. Despite a number of writexskling the immigrant narrative it
has failed to receive adequate scholarly attentims research hopes to make a

significant contribution in scholarship by delvimgto the challenges faced by female



African immigrants as well as analyzing how the enaihd female characters experience
their immigrant status. This paper argues thatreatyais of literary accounts of African

immigrants is important in understanding the imrardrexperience

The question of African immigrants has been a siilpé great debate both on a local
level and global level. This is witnessed by selvdrscussions in newspapers, journals
and WebPages ranging from immigrant exit from Adrito foreign lands to their
contribution to Africa from their new frontiers. Moma Wa Ngugi, a scholar, who
teaches at Cornwell University in the article “Doteéll African Authors what they can
and cannot write about” argues for the expansiorthef African literary canon by
incorporating a new canon of literature writtenAdyican immigrants. According to him
the African canon is rigid for it accommodates gantiters like his father Ngugi Wa
Thiongo and Chinua Achebe while ignoring new thefilesrace, identity and tensions
between Africans and African-Americans currentlieefing first and second generation
African immigrants. He continues to say, “These &agal and urgent issues being

reflected in literature coming from the Diaspora). (

Miriam Musonye in the Nairobi Journal (2007) joihe debate in her article titled ‘Glass
not Diamonds: Ike Oguine’d Squatter’s Taleand the American Dream’ by taking a
different perspective where she addresses the isguifricans migrating to North
America and recognizes the fact that the questioAflacan immigrants leaving their
country is a pertinent issue. Musonye argues thaitewthe American Dream lures

immigrants it destroys them in the process. Shinéuracknowledges that in Africa and



other parts of the Third World it is common to finailtitudes seeking visas to America
and Europe as she describes the long, windy antesndjueues in the American

embassy to get visas as testimony to her statement.

In the bookAfricans in Global MigrationSearching for Promised Landshn Arthur in
his paper ‘Contextualizing the Attitudes of AfricAmericans toward U.S. Immigration
Policies: Some Preliminary Findings’ says:

Immigration has become a hotly contested and natprpolarizing

issue...of central concern is the impact of largdesgmmigration on

poorly- educated, low waged, unskilled workers imekica, particularly

urban blacks such that it results in conflicts anshimal co-operation

dominating the relationship between blacks andnidn immigrants. As

more and more immigrants enter the country (legalty illegally),

competition over scarce jobs, housing and educatiensifies. (175-176)
A major area of concern for Arthur is that the unflof African immigrants to the United
States of America has resulted in tension betwkeeméw arrivals and American blacks
due to stiff competition over jobs. African immigta pose a threat to the locals since
their arrival means a source for competition foniled job opportunities. According to
Arthur therefore there is urgent need to address dbntentious issue of Africans

migrating to America.

Jennifer Muchiri in an article published in the 8day Standard of September 21, 2013

entitled ‘The Elusive Search for the American Dréaduds her voice to express how the



story of migrating from Africa is an old one. Sheys “This topic is hotly debated in
conferences, on blogs, in newspapers and reallhaltime, anywhere where migration
from Africa is raised”(1). Sharing in the same liaethought with Musonye, Muchiri
describes the large number of visa applicants terea. Referring to the youth she adds
that “their skewed understanding of the West i$ this a land of milk and honey” and
she contrasts this by saying “unfortunately the ekitan dream remains just that - a
dream” (1). She concludes by stating that thesengqeople even end up struggling to

survive once they land in America.

The arguments by Musonye, Arthur and Muchiri shbwat tthe issue of immigrants is
indeed critical considering that Nigerians, Eth&oys, Ghanaians, Sierra Leoneans, South
Africans, Somali's and Kenyans are the largest entration of African immigrants in
the United States of America. According to the BdiStates Department of Homeland
Security2012 Yearboolof Immigration Statistics, 120, 253 Nigerians ah¢a lawful
permanent resident status in the US between 20802@bh2 with 13,575 in 2012 alone.
In the United Kingdom by 2009, 154,000 Nigerian ilgrants resided there. These are

large figures that we cannot take for granted.

Without question Mukoma Wa Ngugi, Miriam Musonyehd Arthur and Jennifer
Muchiri's arguments as well as the statistics fsined in the2012 Yearbook of
Immigration Statisticsshow that the concept of immigrants is phenomeS8aice it
affects many people it cannot be ignored and cltsthe need to study it. By

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie writing about African imgrants it reflects the fact that



there is a close relationship on what she writesualand her society. Therefore the
characters she uses may represent these people.dsciolarly work has been done on
African immigrants and writers can help us undemtanmigrant experience through

their works.

Donna Gabaccia (2010) in the article “A Nation winhigrants: Do Words Matter?” gives

the evolution of the terms emigrant and immigramd &heir use. She says initially in the
Oxford English Dictionary emigrant and immigrant appeared as terms for raobil
persons. However later, people entering the US \edreled as emigrants but this later
changed from one who enters to one who leaves.a8ts that the term emigrant was

replaced by immigrant to mean those who entered.

The Migration Policy Institute defines the term fimgrants’ to refer to people residing in
the United States who are not US citizens at birthis population includes naturalized
citizens, lawful permanent residents (LPRS) certi@gal immigrants (for example
persons on student or work visas), those admittetkmurefugee or asylee status and

persons illegally residing in the United States.

In order to have a clear distinction in the useterns in this project our working
definition for the term ‘immigrant’ is a person whesides in a foreign country either
legally or illegally for the purpose of better oppmities or as a student. This study refers

to immigrant experience in regard to the state elwgthe characters who are immigrants



often feel a sense of unbelonging or alienatiothenhost country due to challenges like

racism and socio-economic exclusion among othéofsc

In the bookAfricans in Global Migration: Searching for PromgéandsJohn Arthur et
al trace the migration of Africans in three ‘waveltcording to them the first period
started in mid-to-late 1950’s up to 1970’s.Thoseowhigrated comprised of Africans
who left the continent for the West upon being sooed by their home governments to
study in arts and sciences. This was after theogémmlonization and there was need for
well-educated civil servants and skilled workersvturk in the private and public sectors.
The second period of Africans to migrate was inrthd 1970’s when African countries
like Ghana and Nigeria experienced political tudramd economic conflicts and this
forced many Africans to flee their countries andstaf these Africans ended up in the
West. The last phase started at the millenniumisstll unfolding. This group is mainly

out to search for greener pastures in the West.

As the debate on African immigrants receives@ltattention both as a global and local
affair it seems to gain momentum with new genenatwiters. Although this was an area
tackled by the early writers, contemporary writeeem to break free from early literature
which centered on characters that left Africa tyiébr further education and returned to

their native lands to serve their country.

This reflects in early works of writers like Chindezhebe in NoLonger at Ease (1960)

in which Obi Okonkwo travels to Britain to furthkis education and returns to work for



the Nigerian civil service. The new writings aresbéd on characters yearning to leave
Africa for Europe or America in the hope of bet&nployment or greater educational
opportunities. Others have had to flee their caestin search of refuge from oppressive
regimes and civil wars. In most cases these wofk§icton reflect a people who

knowingly or unknowingly believe that developed otriies have much more to offer.

Once in these locations they are confronted wituimountable challenges but due to
shame some quietly suffer the humiliation whileevghare able to negotiate their way
out. This reflects in writings of Leila AbouleMinaret (2005) Brian ChikwavaHarare
North (2009) and Dinaw Mengestu @hildren of the Revolutio(R008) which detail the
challenges and life experiences of immigrant chtaraan foreign lands where some fade
into oblivion after being swallowed by a state @ipklessness. Aboulela’s protagonist
Najwa and her family are forced by a revolutionSodan to seek refuge in Britain.
Chikwava’s character suffers the same fate by nghaway from an unstable regime in
Zimbabwe leading to a pathetic end as an illegahignant in Britain. Mengestu’s
narrative is one of alienation where a charactelsfa total sense of displacement in a

foreign land. In Adichie’Americanahone notes the struggles of coping in a racistavorl

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, a Nigerian born fictionter who divides her time between

the United States and Nigeria has shown greatasitén the issue of immigrants. She has
authored the novel®urple Hibiscus Z003) which won the Commonwealth Writers
Prize,Half of a Yellow Surf2006) winner of the Orange Prize afithericanah(2013)

being her latest novel. She has also written @cttin of short storieshe Thing around



Your Neck(2009). Purple Hibiscusis a story set in Nigeria. It is about a young girl
coming of age. The novel centers on the clash @twmdition and Christianitydalf of

a Yellow Suns a narrative about Nigeria’s nationhood; it deaith the Biafra civil war.
The Thing around Your Neg& an anthology of short stories on the lives dficans
within the African continent and in America. Althgilu some of the stories partly cover
African immigrants in America the stories are mgilimited to African versus African
relationships unlike inAmericanahwhich provides a comprehensive description of
Africans, African-Americans and White Americanseiratction therefore bringing out a

broad experience.

Americanahwhich was published in 2013 is the story aboumB&l and Obinze high
school friends whose lives take different turns whate separates them to different
worlds: America and Britain respectively. Throudénielu, Adichie projects the African
woman by presenting the challenging moments eneoeditin an alien land either by
being sidelined as an African or a woman for thatter. However, by resisting and
overcoming these challenges, the subject promaksssertion. Obinze on the other
hand encounters racism in which whites display rtleiperiority making him an
unwelcome visitor. When the law enforcers catciwitp him as an illegal immigrant he
opts to return home than exploit the services stase lawyer to appeal his case. Destiny
brings the two characters together when they rédotma Nigeria; ironically the success
which Obinze sought in Britain is achieved to th@imum in their homeland. Here
Chimamanda Adichie overturns tables by demystifymgerica as a place that need not

be glorified, for what it has to offer can be foubdck home in Nigeria. The success



achieved back in Africa replaces the high sens#isifusionment experienced by Obinze

in Britain.

| choose to study onlmericanahout of Adichie’s four texts for it is most apprae
for my research in that all the elements on immmtgdike hybridity, ambivalence and
the notion of return are aptly incorporated inMty choice forAmericanah iased on
how Adichie gives an in depth and intriguing preéagan of immigrant experience. By
narrating the story in a parallel manner she adésethe challenges African women face
as immigrants at the same time presenting the mms of male-female African
immigrants. This research therefore interrogatesctiallenges faced by female African
immigrants and examines the male-female experiehtizese immigrants with the hope
that we gain insight on Adichie’s vision for Africe. Considering that little scholarly
work exists on challenges faced by female Africamigrants including the male-female
experience of these immigrants, this study hopddl the gap by examinindmericanah
to reveal the representation of these challengesigih fiction. | analyze how the subject

of immigrants as a contemporary concern both lgaaild globally is defined.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Many African writers have written on experiencesmmigrants in the West for example
Dinaw Mengestu Ghildren of the Revolutign Leila Aboulela Minaret) and Brian
Chikwava Harare North) among others. However available data shows thaetis
limited scholarly work that captures these expa®sn This research intends to portray

the challenges faced by female African immigramsthe West as presented by



Chimamanda Adichie’sAmericanah Little attention has been paid to the African
immigrant experience through the portrayal of cbimas and the circumstances they are

confronted with.

Critical attention has been paid to Adichie’s wdnkwever little interest is displayed on
the similarities and differences between the mald gemale immigrant experience.
Through an analysis of the male-female African igmant experience of the West it will
enable us establish the author’s standpoint onegeradations. African immigrants face
many challenges and writers being the voice ofedpatould help us understand more
about these challenges. Therefore the need to smalglichie’s vision for African
immigrants is critical in demonstrating how to neg®e ways of overcoming the
challenges encountered. Considering that limitestdry criticism exists on Adichie’s

discussion on the issue of African immigrants, tesearch hopes to contribute to this.

1.3 Objectives

The objective of this study therefore is to

I. Interrogate the challenges faced by female Africamigrants in the West as
reflected in Chimamanda Adichiefanericanah

ii. Compare and contrast African male and female imanigexperience iAmericanah

lii. Analyze Chimamanda Adichie’s vision on African ingrants.

10



1.4 Hypotheses

The study is formulated on the following assumpditmat:

i. Female African immigrants in the West face varioballenges that are worth our
study as reflected iAmericanah.

ii. Experiences of male and female African immigrant&mericanahare diverse.

iii. Chimamanda Adichie has a clearly spelt out visioA&rican immigrants.

1.5 Justification

An area which contemporary society constantly gfiegto come to terms with is that of
female and male African immigrants. Critical an&ylsas been carried out in the fields
of sociology and cultural studies with little reftang in literary studies. This is despite
the fact that writers have covered the topic oricaft immigrant experience. This study
hopes to contribute to the debate on the expersermdemale and female African
immigrants. Considering that the writer’'s text meatively new the study will be a

significant contribution to scholarly debates omiigrants.

This study is informed by the fact that Adichiedudf is a female African immigrant who
deals with contemporary issues like the lives afiggin immigrants in the West and the
challenges they encounter. StudyiAmericanahwill help us understand how African
immigrants handle challenges in foreign lands. &nrating her story she may explore
new themes like the use of technology in fightiagism. This may offer solutions for the

current generation of African immigrants. This @b therefore impresses on Mukoma

11



wa Ngugi’'s argument that the African literary carshrould be expanded to incorporate a

new canon of literature written by African immigtamn order to embrace new themes.

Adichie’s writing about male and female Africannmgrants experience iAmericanah
will provide an opportunity for future comparatiaealysis of her work as well as those
of other African writers writing about immigrantach as Ike Oguiné- Squatter’'s Tale
(2000), No Violet Bulaway®e Need Newames(2013), and Bolaji Olatundtraw
Dogs (2011) among others. Literature on African immigrarperiences has received
little critical attention in contemporary criticisand so the study may increase our

knowledge on the nature and experiences of the b¥éfricans in the West.

The study of writings on female immigrants is ofpontance for they address key issues
that concern women affairs like oppression throwatism and economic exploitation.
This study therefore gives attention to the gertlengerience of immigrants which is

limited in literary criticism.

1.6 Scope and Limitation

This study focused on Chimamanda Adichi@imericanahand analyzed the challenges
faced by female African immigrants in America andt&n as portrayed in the text. |
evaluate the experiences of both male and femateigrants and how they respond to
the challenges faced in America and Britain. Thedgtinterrogates the message that
Adichie is communicating on the issue of Africanmingrants. The study limits itself to

the available material on feminist literary thedsgising on, among others, Filomina

12



Chioma Steady’s African feminism and Ogundipe leedliolara’s concept of stiwanism.

The study also refers to other works that deal wtimigrants and their experiences.

13



1.7 Literature Review

This study reviews literature on the author’'s wamktical works touching on immigrants
and reviews on Chimamanda Adichiédsnericanah This lays the background out of
which this novel has emerged and will also show hlogvworks differ from my study.

This is to identify a gap this study hopes to fill.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s works especiaifyrple Hibiscusand Half of a Yellow
Sunhave been extensively analyzed. Just to name ®ffaga Okuyade (2012) discusses
Purple Hibiscusas a female Bildungsroman. Lee Erwin (2012) exasiiquestions of
class and subalternity Half of a Yellow SunOlusola and Alabi (2013) explore language
use inPurple Hibiscus Adeniyio Osundabe investigates how language ipl@yad in
Purple HibiscusandHalf of aYellow SurandThe Thing around Your Neckowever the
same does not apply tAmericanahbecause it is a recently published novel (2013).
Studies carried out are mainly based on book review given websites and newspaper
articles. To aid the research further other litematreviews on writings about African
immigrants were reviewed. For example Calixthe B#EgaFrancophone immigrant

literature as reviewed by Ayo Coly.

Misa Clark (2009) in “Questions of Identity amondriéan Immigrants in America”

explores not only how African immigrants in Americkentity themselves but also how
others identify them. She goes on to discuss h@y #re divided between maintaining
either an African or American identity and the preg from family to maintain the

former. Writing as an African immigrant she saysnfwacing a bicultural identity has

14



been personally enriching, ensuring me the besiotdf worlds” (267). It is in this light
that this study considers double consciousness as@ect of immigrant experience. By
building on Clark’s study, our study will analyzkacacters that are forced by conditions

in the West to adapt to both the African and Anaricultures.

John Arthur (2009) in “Immigrants and the Americaystem of Justice” delves into the
treatment of black African immigrants by the pol&ed the judicial system. However,
though his study is an analysis of the judicialteys in America, he touches on the
experiences of blacks by referring to the negateeeption bestowed on them as a result
of institutionalized prejudice. He sees this aseaggal concern and argues that “the
discrimination encountered by blacks is the roousea of the alienation and
marginalization that blacks have come to assoeigtesocial institutions in the country”
(233). | employ this argument to examine how ingitnalized racism prevents
immigrants from acquiring intellectual jobs makitigem keep low status jobs involving

physical labour. This in itself encourages aliematiue to lack of upward mobility.

Ayo Abietou Coly (2005) has studied Francophoneicaft immigrant literature with
focus on Calixthe Beyala’'s works on the notion @me. Coly argues that Beyala
subverts the order when she creates character®phabd remain in France rather than
return home while most Francophone writers presergturn home idea. Coly further
says that Beyala projects strong women immigrantslewthe male characters are
emasculated in the West except when they returthéw homeland-Mali. While Coly

deals with novels from Francophone countries witflo@is on the notion of home and

15



character representation, | focus on the challeagesexperiences of male and female

immigrants in the West.

Arup Chandra (2013) in “Experiencing Liminality $hanku State: Liminality in
Colonial America in M.G.Vassanji's novaimriika’ focuses on the experiences of Asian
Africans in America. Chandra describes their ex@®e in America-their sense of
displacement and longing for home which leads tdinainal’ or in-between space.
Although Chandra analyses the experience of thamsommunity while | focus on
Africans, his paper is critical for my study in e of how the experiences of African

immigrants in America lead to an in-between space.

Ikhinde lkheloa (2009) in a review entitled “Strend?assage to Harare North”
interrogates Brian Chikwava’'s use of contrived laage when narrating the African
immigrant experience iiHarare North He observes that “through the fog of artificial
language, a picture emerges of Chikwava deconsigucthe method of African

immigrants’ shame and self-loathing” (1). Ikhindeconcerned with representation of

immigrant experience through language and my isteéseon themes.

Miriam Musonye (2007) in her paper “Glass not Diatter lke Oguine’sA Squatter’s
Tale and the American Dream” discusses the tragedyfofak immigrants in America.
Musonye explores the efforts of the Nigerians apcktension other Africans, to leave

their motherland for a better life in America. Hessay is anchored on the American

16



dream which she notes was initially about pursaoitlife for everyone but now it has
become pursuit for material prosperity. She alsseokes as follows:
Throughout America’s history this country has regedidifferent types of
immigrants from Africa. The first generation was sihves, who were
forcibly carried away to captivity never to retuhome. The second
generation was of intellectuals, who reluctanthynt® America in pursuit
of education. The third generation is the currezanemic exiles, who
migrate to America willingly for a new form of easkement. Although
they feel alienated and homesick, they continustay, chasing after an
elusive dream. (81)
Although Musonye deals with ke Oguine’s novelSquatter’'s Talego highlight the
challenges of immigrants, her research is veryiegiple to this study. Her view on the
economical enslavement of the immigrants sheds$ t@the novelist’'s deconstruction of
America. My study too will focus on characters wéi@ alienated and whose identity
undergoes various crises. Furthermore, unlike dtiiedt generation migrants who face a
‘new form of enslavement’ in America and continaestay,Americanahpulls a surprise.
Despite the challenges undergone by the protagehesemerges triumphant. Successful
as she is in America she decides to return to Migdris in itself is the gist of the

narrative for it subverts the old order.

In “Lived Experiences of Male and Female Hybridity Chimamanda Adichie’s

Diaspora” Kate Spring (2013) examines how hybridiffects characters ifhe Thing

Around YourNeck Further still from a gender perspective she asdyhow men are

17



portrayed as happy hybrids while women are seemetovithdrawn. This study is
insightful in relation to my study, foAmericanahdeals with the concept of hybridity.
Chimamanda presents male and female characteraglfatesult of the challenges faced
in the West are forced into a state of hybriditgrigg’s study is insightful for it will add

value in analyzing the effects of hybridity on meerd women.

Linda Yohannes (2013) in “A Postcolonial Look atridan Literature: A Case Study of
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Works” focuses on Adi&kiworks from a postcolonial
perspective. In analysing Adichie’s Purpiébiscus, Half of a Yellow Sun and Thieing
around Your Neckhe discusses how the theory is concerned withngakipositive turn
in the human race through resistance to racisnhofijh my approach to this study is
from a feminist perspective Linda’s study will fe@ato mine when analyzing how

women inAmericanalresist the racist nature of the West.

Emmanuel Ngwira (2013) in his thesis entitled “Whgt Marginality: History,
Authorship and Gender in the Fiction of Zoe Wicoard Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie”
examines authorial voice in relation to history limtng transnational migration of
women. This he does by comparing Wicombavid’'s Storyand Chimamanda'lalf of

a Yellow SunAlongside these he compares Wicom¥au Can’t Get Lost in Cape Town
and Chimamanda’Blalf of a Yellow SunHe concludes his study with a comprehensive
analysis of Wicomb’s$laying in the Lightand Adichie’sPurple Hibiscusand The One
That GotAwayandThe Thing around Your Nedly the two authors respectively. Here

he traces the effects of transnational migration onmen. Ngwira concludes that
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migration is synonymous with loneliness. | build ¢dms claim and go further to
interrogate the male and female immigrant expedaenthe West.
In his review ofAmericanahS. Sabo (2013) provides an in-depth analysismoéricanah
by giving a synopsis of the novel. His point of wigs that Chimamanda’s manner of
discussing race issues through the blog featurdsillant. However, he critiques her
description of London as being sketchy concludhvag tt indicates that she is not familiar
with the city. In regard to plot, he states:

Adichie’s brimming narrative gifts are sometimes ldown by her

propensity for overemphasis so that deftly handlsdenes and

characterizations are then summed up sometimesawtthole paragraph

(1).
Sabo acknowledges that Adichie displays expertisermdealing with the narrative form
though his opinion is that there is an artistic redmming in regard to plot and
characterization. Sabo has highlighted importapeets of the study like the use of the
embedded narrative as a technique to tackle racess the use of multiple narratives as
an effective technique although he dismisses theipablumping of the plots and
characters as a weakness. What he calls summin§alaracterizations and regards as a
weakness in the novel is an area this study wilthoon. | believe that Adichie lumps
together characters so as to reflect the compléxr@af the issue of immigrants. This
study intends to analyse characters from the paiintiew of their diverse immigrant

experience.
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In a review ofAmericanahEmily Rabateou (2013) refers to the challengesefidp an
immigrant. She mentions that the main challengéh#& of going home. She further
stresses that “Beyond race, the book is aboutrimigrants’ quest: self-intervention,
which is the American subjectAmericanahis uniqgue among the booming canon of
immigrant literature of the last generation...” (1)iF review is of utmost importance to
this study for it helps build on the theme of ratias one of the challenges faced by
African immigrants and how it impacts on the matel demale characters in various

ways.

In the essay “Of French Fries and Cookies: Chimalaawgozi Adichie’s Short Fiction”
Tunca Daria (2010) says:
The dynamics at work in Adichie’s diasporic storgggpear to be similar
to those found ifPurple Hibiscusas in both cases the protagonists’ (lack
of) disposition towards cultural interaction is geated as a major element
in characterization. In both genres too, the absesfcbalance in some
characters’ attitudes lies in their simultaneouspdragement of Ibo
traditions and blinkered glorifications of certestern standards. (295)
Tunca invariably identifies a feature that the gtudll highlight. The motif on character
reflects too inAmericanah This will be explored to show that the pressurda&ng an
immigrant influences characters to the extent they are alienated from their culture in

order to fit into the new culture.
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In the article “Race-in-America Is a Central Chaéeacin ‘Americanah” Subashini
Navaratnam (2013) focuses on the protagonist anddegelopment in the novel.
Navaratnam analyses the main characters notingatithe end “they’ve been so shaken
and turned inside out by the forces outside of Swwes that they've shed and accrued
different layers” (2).This in itself brings out hommigrants are transformed by their
experiences in alien lands. Navaratham then go#sefuto state:
Weaved into the dominant love story are the namati of race,
displacement, migration, border-crossing and bdedsness, liberalism,
Nigerian middle class apathy, Nigerian middle classploitation,
colourism and its cousin, hairism and White-do-gaed2)
Despite identifying notable aspects of the noviet Irace, migration and displacement
Navaratham does not pursue this argument furtherirdportant element in Adichie’s
work that Navaratnam notes is race which is ofregeto this study. This study will
engage with the text to discuss how the issue oé @nd crossing borders poses a

challenge in the lives of immigrants.

Tyrone Beason (2013) ilMmericanah:Africans struggle to become American” observes
that Americanahis enriching when it comes to immigrant experiemcdoreign lands.
Beason notes that the narrative goes to greatiengtmaking immigrants come to terms
with the challenging social, economic and politisiliations in alien lands. Beason says:
“Americanah” is both intellectually expansive andgently intimate, a
story about the crushing experience of finding yaay in a new land-

and the physical and emotional lengths one goé=etavhole again.(2)
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Beason’s statement is pertinent although not Ingito this study in that though identity
is of concern to the study, the study goes deapgrdject how characters apart from
displaying the need for self-assertion also chglenppressive as well discriminatory

codes witnessed in America and Britain

Jennifer Muchiri (2013) in “The Elusive Search fbe American Dream” oAmericanah
explores how America is glorified by both young pkeoand their parents by describing
the extremes the parents go to in raising fundsetad their children to the West. She
goes further to mention that despite all the treutdken there is a high sense of
disillusionment witnessed afterwards. She idergifithe challenges witnessed by
immigrants in America and highlights the enduriogd of Ifemelu and Obinze. The
great love had been separated with the two loveesiéd for different countries. She
says:

But Americanahis also a love story that transcends three comisae

Africa, Europe and America-and the final reunioriween Ifemelu and

Obinze, after years of separation perhaps symbiglicpoints to the

writer’s contention that while the West may offestter opportunities,

one’s home country is ultimately better than foneignds.(3)
Muchiri’s review will help me deepen my understeagdof the author’s worldview. This
is by comparing the immigrant experience of Ifemaha Obinze in America and Britain
respectively as portrayed by Adichie. Through tlse of multiple narratives Adichie

juxtaposes the male and female experiences, egaldiget her view on gender relations
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when it comes to overcoming challenges in Americal &urope; two different

continents.

This literature review shows that research has lmaened out on immigrants. From a
broader perspective Clark (2009) focuses on idenfitthur (2009) on the American
judicial system and treatment of immigrants, CoBOQ5) discusses Francophone
immigrants and Chandra (2013) Asian African immigsa On Chimamanda Adichie’s
other works some studies deal with hybridity-Yohes(2013), theory-Spring (2013) and

style - Ngwira (2013).

Americanahhas been analyzed mostly in magazine articlesremidws. Some of these
mentioned challenges faced by African immigrantheuat an in-depth analysis which |
intend to do in this study. From the literatureiegvit is clear there is an unfilled gap in
relation to the author's contribution to literatuen the experiences of African

immigrants. This is a gap this study hopes to fill.
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1.8 Theoretical Framework

This project aims to interrogate the challengesdday African female immigrants in the
West, examine ways in which the experiences of matefemale African immigrants are
similar or different and analyze the author’'s wsion African immigrants. To achieve

these objectives the study employs feminist litetheory.

The choice for the feminist literary theory is nvatied by the fact that this theory looks
at ways of understanding gender relations. In qgofiyson, Allen Breeze et al in
“Literary Theory and Schools of Criticism” stateathFeminist literary criticism addresses
issues like how patriarchy oppresses women ecoradijisocially and psychologically.
They further add that feminist literary criticisnddaesses key issues like how the
relationship between men and women is portrayesledlsas how male and female roles
are defined. It helps analyze female fictional eleters and how they are stereotyped in
society and how this is addressed. It examineshtm@ a work of literature possibly

projects sisterhood as a mode of resisting palmard)

The history of feminism shows that it has evolvietigh what is regarded as the three
‘waves’ of feminism which are intertwined too witarious strands like radical, liberal
and Marxist feminism. Megan Seely in the bdoght like a Girl: How to Bea Fearless
Feminist analyses the three waves of feminism. Accordingheo the first wave of
feminism occurred in the 1800’s to early 1900’s#davomen campaigned for and
achieved the right for women to vote. During thisww too, women made an

achievement when August 26vas declared Women'’s Equality day .Some of theafem
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figures associated with this period are Susan Bhény, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Sojourner Truth. Further still in discussing secovale feminism, Seely says this wave
championed for issues that impact on women'’s limekiding the right to be safe from

violence at work, on the street, and in their hgntles right to equitable pay and career

advancement and the right to accessible, affordaiderepresentational health care.

This wave of feminism Seely adds was outstandimgtfaddressed the importance of
ending discrimination from a personal level( at leynbo a political level that is by
emphasizing women’s right to participate in poétienatters like voting and holding
elective office. This resulted in the rise of canssness-raising groups, speak-outs,
marches, rallies, demonstrations, feminist pubtighhouses and publications, research
and women studies in colleges and universities) (#Zentered on legal and social

inequalities in regard to women and their roleanisty.

According to Naomi Zack imnclusive Feminism: A Third Wave Theory of Commipnal
the collapse of second wave feminism took plachén1980’s to create other feminisms
based on race, sexual preference or intellectu@yativity. Protest was based on the
argument that second wave feminism was a white wsmaovement in that only white
women were acknowledged by its white female leadasrd that non-white women
especially black women were denied voice and pseBlack women were excluded
from women clubs resulting in establishment of sléitr coloureds. This exclusion also
extended to women’s labour movements where whitele workers in factories insisted

on segregation by race. These white women felt theéyot compare with black women
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and did not share anything similar. Zack also atfdg the white feminists did not
consider gender divisions among blacks as beingngf relevance. (4) Black women
protested being excluded from feminism by statimaf they had played a major role in

the history of the struggle for women'’s rights alas racial equality.(5)

A number of writers and critics emerged to desciiiosy mainstream feminism had
limitations in relation to black women .One of thesna leading African - American
feminist bell hooks who in the bodkeministTheory: From Margin to Centeaddresses
the need to develop a theory that caters for ttezests of black women. She says:

Since bourgeois white woman had defined feminisrauch a way as to

make it appear it had no real significance for blaomen they could then

conclude that black women need not contribute ieldping theory. We

were to provide colourful life stories to documemnd validate the

prevailing set of theoretical assumptions. (33)
hooks then advocates for a feminist movement thds eexist oppression and one that
directs black women’s attention to systems of datiam and interrelatedness of sex,
race and class. This she goes on to add will “cémpeo centralize the experiences and
social predicaments of women who bear the brunsexist oppression as a way to
understand the collective social status of womethénUnited States” (33). bell develops
a feminist theory that advocates for feminist éfdo end sexist oppression. She explains
that between women and men, sexism is most oftgmessed in the form of male
domination which leads to discrimination, explagator oppression. (48) hooks further

addresses the idea of sisterhood which accordimgtanvolves bonding among women
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which should strive to expose, examine and elineirs@xist socialization within woman
as it would strengthen and build woman. She algaes that in order to build sisterhood,
women must criticize and repudiate class explaitati60) In addition to this, hook
looks at racism as another barrier between womene ldhe says white women in the
past have been more racist than white men throbghbtutal manner in which they
exercised their power over black women. On theticelahip between men and women,
bell states that the feminist movement has a placenen who actively struggle against

sexism and they consider them as comrades.

The feminist theory focused on different strand$enfinism although they may overlap
each other. These are liberal, radical, Marxist smalalist feminism. Cecilia Ng et al in

Feminism and the Women’s Movement in Malaysia: Asudg (Revolutiondiscuss the

various strands of feminism. According to them ddefeminism argues that

discrimination of women is as a result of lawshaitgh the fact of the matter is that men
and women are essentially equal. They advocateliange in these laws by campaigning
for legal reform and equal rights. They also hdid belief that the state and society
should protect individual rights and should alloves/one maximize their self-interest
leading to their self-fulfilment. Radical feminisrose as a result of white middle-class
college—educated women disillusioned by male donuean organizations. The strand
holds the position that “as a social class, women appressed by men” (5). These
feminists believe patriarchy is expressed througpaid domestic service of women in
the home and that exploitation of women is reflégtemarriage, rape and reproduction

among others. Another belief they held was the epnhof sisterhood that stressed that
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any woman in the world regardless of class, ratteyig@ty and nationality has more in
common with another woman. For these feministsrigsahy could be resisted by
women creating a culture where they could re-shapée lives outside of patriarchal
definitions. An example of resisting male dominargeeen in the emergence of lesbian

feminism.

Marxist feminism, which is the next strand, viewlass relations and the capitalist
system as the cause of women’s insubordinationxigtafeminists focus their attention

on the exploitative conditions of working-class weim Their argument is that gender
inequality will be phased out once capitalism isehrown and class society is
disintegrated. Socialist feminism was formed whk tntention to develop a theory that
would merge radical and Marxist feminism. This wasne out of the argument that
“class and gender as well as race/ethnic relatiohgpower were critical in the

understanding of society” (5).According to themfacotor is regarded as more important
than another that is whether race versus claseyoother. The struggle, for them, should
be against capitalism and male dominance in theehasnwell as against oppression in

the workplace and society.

This study employs African feminism. In “African nignism: the African women’s
struggle for Identity” Ruvimbo Goredema says thiggios of African feminism was to
provide arguments which validate the experiencee@hen of Africa and African origin
against a mainstream feminism discourse. Goredesea gn to add that it is a social

movement that aims to raise a global consciousmdssh sympathises with African
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women'’s histories, present realities and futureeetqtions. African feminism according
to Ruvimbo concerns itself not only with the rigldswomen from Africa but is also
inclusive of those living in the Diaspora, basimgston the argument that many of the
contributors to literature have often lived “abrbaBuvimbo states that although the
debates, practices and implementation are mostibtyegpursued on the African

continent, African feminism should not be limitedthe geographical location of Africa.

According to Minna Salami a feminist blogger of Kfsopolitan in the blogpost “A brief

History of African Feminism”, she traces the higtof African feminism and says it set
off in the early twentieth century. She states ttiet early proponents of African
feminism are Adelaide Casely-Hayford a Sierra Lemne&omen rights activist who
played an outstanding role in Pan —African and feshigoals, Charlotte Maxeke from
South Africa who founded the Bantu Women’s Leagu8auth Africa in 1918 and Huda

Sharaawi an Egyptian who established the Egyp&anrfist union in 1923.

In regard to theory and criticism, African Femini€mline Encyclopedia states that the
theory of African feminisms emerged in the 1990Gisrésponse to its exclusion from
second wave feminism. It says African feminism hadher demands on feminism to
include issues like culture, colonialism, ethnicitymperialism and gender. It

distinguishes that one main difference betweencAfrifeminism and Western feminism
is that African feminism is “not exclusionary, imrins of articulation and gender
participation as western feminism appears to bg”I{Zalso adds that African feminism

goes beyond the intersection of gender, race aagb db include the consequences of
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colonialism and global capitalism. The 1990's sawnwen writers and scholars

conceptualize, contextualize and theorize Africamifhism.

These included among many others African feminigis Filomena Chioma Steady,
Ogundipe Molara-Leslie, Obioma Nnaemeka, Cathefideonolu, Mary Kolawale and
Chikwenye Ogunyemi. Although these African femisigiroject different strands of
African feminism all of them are interested in agenda and that is to advocate for the
rights of the African woman. For example, Chikwei@konjo Ongunyemi came up with
the concept of womanism which she says incorporadesal, cultural as well as
economic issues that women should engage in fasfivamation. She is of the opinion
that these issues are not given priority in wesfeminism. Motherism is a concept
embraced by Catherine Acholonu in the early 1998&te she centers her interest on
motherhood. Obiema Nnaemeka in the late 1990'sqgz@gh nego-feminism which called

for negotiation between men and women in the Africalture.

Filomina Steady inAfrican Feminism: A Worldwide Perspectisems up the concept of
African feminism when she states:
African feminism combines racial, sexual, class aotural dimensions
of oppression to produce a more inclusive brandeaiinism through
which women are viewed first and foremost as humather than sexual
beings. It can be defined as that ideology whichoerpasses freedom
from oppression based on political, economic, do@ad -cultural

manifestations and class biases. (4)
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Steady’s definition of African feminism reflects ethappropriateness of studying
Chimamanda Adichie’sAmericanahfrom a feminist perspective. It will enable us
analyze how the text portrays oppression faced fiogak immigrants on account of their
race and sex and how the author attempts to lirertthe woman from these forms of
oppression by using African feminism as a tool.a8te further states that “African
feminism has the potential of emphasizing the iytalf human experience, portraying
the strength and resilience of the human spiritrasdunding with optimism for the total
liberation of humanity” (5). This approach will faer enable us see how female African
immigrants encounter challenges in America and hibwough perseverance and
resistance display a fighting spirit. She furthdv@cates that men cannot be left out in
the discussions by African feminists. Her argumsrthat African men and women are
victims of racism and neo-colonialism, cultural enalism as well as socio-economic
oppression. In this case the issue of men canndaieparated in matters of African

feminism but must be incorporated.

This is a critical point in relation tdmericanahin that the male and female characters in
the text encounter racism which makes their expeadn the West challenging. They
also encounter cultural imperialism when white eletegrs who regard them as inferior
try to impose their ‘superior’ nature on them. Belle male and female characters face
socio-economic oppression and Steady’s argumehguidle this discussion later. Steady
also highlights another important aspect in retatio the male and female relationship

when she says:
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For women, the male is not the “other” but the pdrthe human same.

Each gender constitutes the critical half that realtee human whole.

Neither sex is totally complete in itself to cohse a unit by itself. Each

has and needs a complement despite the posse$sioigoe features of

its own. (9)
This excerpt which advocates for men and womereta twhole unit will act as a guiding
tool in enabling us study male characters like @bimnd Boubacar who develop a
harmonious relationship between men and womeneatgily Steady’s perspective that

the male and female relationship should be comphang in nature,

This theory, | believe is apt for the study of Cammnda’s Adichie’&mericanahin that
the text comments indirectly on how migration hieced African female immigrants in
the West resulting in either alienation or losscoltural identity through characters who
ape Euro-American culture. For some like the protégf, upon undergoing various
challenges she realizes how her status as an iramigr America affects her negatively.
She therefore responds by creating her own spamhwives her voice. The theory then
gives voice to Adichie to write back to western fieists so as to correct the ill-
representation of the African woman as ‘other’hinit eyes and in this case bring out the
positive side of the African woman. Chimamanda Agits Americanahchallenges the
American environment which limits the African womaBhe subverts this order by
seeking recognition first as a black person andaasoman.Americanahis about
subverting the European culture which has placegfiait the centre. By scrutinizing the

encounters of black people in America, Chimamandzlfie addresses this.

32



In addition, this study also employs Ogundipe Maldreslie’s stiwanism. Molara-Leslie
in RecreatingOurselves: African Women and Critical Transformatiomder thechapter
“Stiwanism: Feminism in an African Context” thea& African feminism through her
concept of “stiwa” which is an acronym for Sociabmsformation including Women in
Africa. In an interview with Desiree Lewis titledeésiree Lewis talks to Molara-Leslie, a
leading Feminist Theorist” Ogundipe mentions in toaversation that stiwanism is a
strand of African feminism and explains by saying:

| have named myself a stiwanist to pinpoint my posiwith feminisms,

which | define as a cluster of ideologies or as emgnts of gender

equality or democracy...The reason for the acronym twanove us away

from defining feminisms in relation to Euro-Amerioa elsewhere...l was

trying to take our discourses away from argumehbtaiaibeing or not being

westernized and imitative.
From this excerpt we are able to get her arguntexitthe term “stiwa” is in opposition to
white Euro-American feminisms which she furthedsdas placed everyone under
siege. She therefore suggests that “stiwa” includfeigan women in the contemporary
social and political transformations of Africa. Amportant feature of stiwanism is that
there is a need for harmony between men and womerder to bring about social
transformation. It declares that for this transfation to take place both men and women
need to participate. Molara-Leslie argues that evfeiminist movements would want to
hold a superior position in the human hierarchy aad other human organizations as
both less developed and evolved She advocateshéoneéed for African feminists to

reject this kind of discourse. She takes a starfenvghe says:
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Some white racial supremacists want to claim that white woman is

inherently ahead of all the women of the world lintlae areas of social

being or social organization. This is certainly tiod case. (4)
This argument will be our springboard which willadgshe us to address the question of
African immigrants who are despised for their rand regarded as culturally backward -
however these characters overturn this notione&wsbf shying off from the ridicule they
celebrate their Africanness by showing that theyeha culture, lifestyle and worldview

that is different from that of Americans.

Molara-Leslie is of the opinion that African womshould be able to see their situations
and demand change without guidance from white worSae further adds that feminism
regardless of the strand whether Marxist, libafiormist or any other should look into
the status of woman in society and that these réiftefeminisms be theorized around
race, class, gender, nation and culture amongotBée sees this feminism as liberatory
since it gives all women a full potential. She sthat this feminism is relevant for both
men and women in Africa and the diaspora in orddrumanize society. Molara-Leslie is
critical of the global order which marginalizes ikkns and makes things difficult for
them both economically and socially. She furthedsatthat women especially the middle
class must overcome false consciousness, demyktly minds and take interest to
understand their societies. This approach demdastiaow Adichie through female
figures subverts and actively resists white domgedny articulating for recognition as an

African woman.
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The oppression of woman is another key area ofrasteto this study. This study
approached the oppression of woman through Oguntiptara-Leslie’s approach.
Ogundipe Molara-Leslie iTheorizing Black Feminisander the topic ‘The Woman’s
Condition in Africa: The Six Mountains on her” higihts a number of issues that
oppress the African woman. She metaphorically seter them as mountains on the
African woman’s back that the African woman neealgét rid of. She identifies these
mountains in this order: The first mountain is a@gsion from outside
(colonialism/neocolonialism), the second mountairtraditional structures for example
gender hierarchy, third is the African woman’s obeckwardness (comprises poverty
and ignorance), the fourth is man (his superiorityg fifth is her race: here she says race
is important since the international economic orndedivided along race and class lines
and woman'’s last mountain is herself. (113)Thispective by Molara-Leslie is vital in
tracing female characters who journey from Africathe West with some of these
mountains on their backs. We try to assess whefiagrare able to shake them off their

backs or end up with a bigger hump resulting froespures of migration.

African Feminism as a theory did guide us look intav migration has a profound effect
on African immigrants. Through interrogating theatbnges female African immigrants
face, it enabled us understand Adichie’s messagéeorale immigrants and African

immigrants as a whole.
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1.9 Methodology

This study reviewed literature on immigrants witartcular focus on female African
immigrants. This enabled me create a context omutitieor and provide guidance on how
to interpretAmericanah The research was conducted by carrying out airrgaaf the
primary text to enable me get acquainted to thaeesshat were raised touching on
female immigrants. | paid close attention to thedée characters and how they respond
to the challenges they face as immigrants in thestWe also compared the male and
female experience of immigrants in America andamitoy dealing with characters like
Obinze, Nicholas, Emenike and the Angolans andtlier female characters Ifemelu,

Aunty Uju, Ojiugo, and Aisha among others. Theamsof the author was also analysed.

My methodology also included a review of second@xts by reading critical works
dealing with Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s works. bked at works by literary critics
like Tunca Daria, Kehinde Ayo and Emmanuel Ngwidagovhave carried out an analysis
of Chimamanda’s works. | also analysed literary kgoby writers like Leila Aboulela
and Brian Chikwava who have used African immigrahtaracters to narrate the
immigrant tale. | carried out library research amkrnet searches which enabled me to
access journals and texts that enhanced a thorouglerstanding of the feminist
theoretical framework. The use of the internet &athine accesfhe Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichiewebsite which availed critical works on the authad her works. Ebcohost and
Project Muse sites also offered a wealth of infdramlawith a range of analysis on

different works by the writer that acted as poinitseference. Most of the interviews on
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You Tube, on posted sites and in newspapers wer@wed in this study especially those

related to Adichie’s experience as an immigrarAnmerica.

In my final analysis, | merged together the datarfrthe primary texts with those from
the secondary texts and analysed them in relatiadhd feminist theoretical framework
with focus on African feminism which was relevamtanalyzing oppression of women as
depicted through the challenges they face in thestWEhrough stiwanism, a strand of
African feminism, | focused on the male and femat@erience since it advocates for
gender relations which should reflect in a male dadhale relationship that is

complementary in nature.
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1.10 Definition of Terms

Racism

Racism is prejudice or discrimination against ofeople because of their ‘race’ or what
is thought to be their race (biology, ancestryloygical appearance). Racism is normally
based on a stereotype that a people of a partigalaetic background all behave in some

unappealing way. (Reilly et.al.2003:15)

Stereotype

A stereotype is a positive or negative set of Belield by an individual about the
characteristics of a group of people. It variesitehnaccuracy, the extent to which it
captures the degree to which the stereotyped grmmbers possess these traits, and the
extent to which the set of beliefs is shared byerth Stereotyping is the process by
which an individual employs a stereotypical belrethe evaluation or behaviour toward

a member of a stereotyped group. (Jones 1997:170)

Patriarchy
It is a cultural or ideological system that prigés men and all things masculine, and a
political system that places power in the handmeh and thus serves male interests at

the expense of women.( Madsen 2000: xii )
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CHAPTER TWO

EXPERIENCES OF FEMALE AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS IN  AMERICANAH

| admire women who live life on their own terms
Not to make a point, but simply because it is thefé they want to lead.
And often the world doesn’t give them the room.

— Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Academic OneFile™ March, 2014)

2.0 Introduction

This chapter focuses on female African immigrartaracters only while excluding the
male characters. The argument behind this is thékeutheir male counterparts, the
female immigrants face a unique experience whidleats in their being subjected to
double patriarchy. Here women are oppressed twiee by patriarchy and an imperial

society which boxes them within the triple issugehder, race and class.

2.1 Overview

This chapter examines various challenges faced dmgalie African immigrants in
America and Britain as reflected in Chimamanda Ngbdichie’s Americanah By
analyzing the different experiences of these ferdditecan immigrants it exposes how
their immigrant status affects them through gendace, as well as economically and
culturally. The study focuses on the protagonismiélu alongside Aunty Uju as well as
other supporting characters like Ojiugo and thacafr hairdressers in order to highlight

the challenges they encounter and trace how thagl&éahem. The response to these
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challenges is either outright resistance or sucoognto the status quo. The study also
shows how these women strive to create awarenessigaineach other in order to
liberate themselves from such oppressive structdres chapter is guided by African
feminism. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie leans towardsfeainist perspective by
describing the complex nature of female African igmants in America. Using the
feminist approach which advocates for the needee women from all forms of gender

oppression enables us to understand her stanes.bett

2.2 Synopsis

Americanahis the story of Ifemelunamma a Nigerian girl wh@grates to America on a
student visa for university education. Upon arrishé encounters an alien culture and is
faced with a myriad of problems from financial coamts to racism, which result in a
total sense of alienation. Along with other fematemigrants we get to see their
disadvantaged position as women. However resistanfmeign domination is portrayed
through this female protagonist. The text subvrésnotion that the African woman is
voiceless and inferior as seen when Ifemelu gaoisevand speaks for African women

and Africa hence transforming the image of the @sn woman and African continent.

As characters migrate to developed countries duisof the conviction that these lands
have much to offer in terms of opportunities. Cantrto this, when they arrive in these
countries the first challenge they encounter issrac Racism which is not experienced
among Africans in Africa is encountered in Amerita, the new arrivals it is a strange

experience that becomes a form of oppression. Mdsthe African characters in
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Americanahencounter racism in the West as will be proventhe discussion that

follows. Ifemelu, the protagonist starts off ousalission.

As a student at Nsukka University, Ifemelu has $tedies constantly interrupted as a
result of chronic lecturers’ strikes in a Nigerigovernment riddled with corruption. In
order to solve the problem of missing out on hadigts her aunty Uju based in America
arranges for her to get a scholarship and sheftrerkeaves Nigeria for America with
the hope of better education prospects. Her stoone of a female African immigrant
who lands in America and struggles to fit in. Hoerin the long run she is integrated
into American culture by adopting certain aspebts deems necessary while at the same

time retaining strong aspects of African culture.

From the onset Ifemelu encounters racism. Backigefa Ifemelu was oblivious of her
black colour and it is only upon arrival in Amerithat she becomes aware of her
blackness. She says:

| came from a country where race was not an issaed not think of

myself as black and | only became black when | ceonmerica.’ (290)

This statement by Ifemelu shows that race is afsgnt factor in America. It highlights
a series of episodes of a racist nature in the rexpees of the female African
immigrants. Reilly et al in their bodRacismsay that ‘race is intended as a category to be

used in distinguishing different human groups anlibsis of physical appearance.’ (15)

41



They add that skin colour as well as other facedtdres like hair, eyes and nose
determines race. For Ifemelu colour in this caseicates a state of inclusion or
exclusion. The idea of being seen as white is nbwhde black in most cases is shunned
and likely to result in exclusion. This reflects simmple acts such as having one’s
eyebrows waxed. When Ifemelu visits a beauty sphawe her eyebrows shaped the
female attendant declines to serve her with thesxthat “We don’t do curly” (292) and
only when her white boyfriend arrives to intervadaes the attendant “transform into a
soliticious coquette” apologizing that “it was asmnderstanding” (291). Here “curly” is
used to mean black or African. Hair tooAmericanahis a controversial topic since it is
used as a form of discrimination. African womendaeen denied opportunities because
of the colour or texture of their hair. For exampAinty Uju has to take her braids out
when she has to attend job interviews because ahidden told she will be considered
unprofessional should she wear them for the ingevviThis puzzles Ifemelu as she
guestions whether there are no doctors in Ameritia vaided hair. However Aunty Uju
cautions Ifemelu against questioning this sinceiene a country which is not their own
and one has to do what they have to do if they waaticceed (119). In another incident,
Ifemelu is forced to undo her braids and ends afdstg herself in the process of getting
her hair relaxed in order to attend a job intervidis happens following advice from
her friend Ruth who tells her before attendingjtieinterview in Baltimore:

My only advice? Lose the braids and straighten ymair. Nobody says

this kind of thing but it matters. We want you &t ¢hat job. (202)
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Ifemelu’s white boyfriend Curt discovers that shes hreplaced her braids in order to
straighten her hair and he questions why, telliagthat her braided hair was ‘gorgeous’
and that her own hair was “even more gorgeous,uioahd cool” when natural. In
defense of this move Ifemelu explains:

My full and cool hair would work if | were interwigng to be a backup

singer in a jazz band, but | need to look professidor this interview, and

professional means straight is best but if it'sngoio be curly then it has

to be the white kind of curly, loose curls or, airat spiral curls but never

kinky.’(204)
This hints at racism intertwined with stereotypifitne racist nature of the statement is
portrayed when Ifemelu says it is only the whitedkbf curly, loose curls or spiral curls
that are accepted. Here white stands for inclusibite if one has kinky hair it means
exclusion. Kinky hair is representative of Africaair which is considered coarse and
difficult to manage. The stereotype is based on dhgument that one’s hairdo has
nothing to do with their performance and emphasiste wear braids as a professional is
mainly placed on Africans only. Ifemelu’s experients comparable to that of the
persona in Una Marson’s poem “Kinky Hair Blues'which the lady laments to God for
creating her black with kinky hair since it has techer exclusion in a racist society .As a
result of this society’s attitude towards her blackour and kinky hair, out of desperation
to fit she budges to pressure and straightens imy khair like in Ifemelu’s case in
Americanah Although the persona loves her hair all kinky tii@te society dictates that
natural is ugly. The idea is that adapting to wietes is the option and anything white

should be universally embraced. That is whitengssiperior and should be embraced by
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humanity. This is best encapsulated in Frantz FarBlack Skin White Maskshen he
says:

Whiteness has become a symbol of justice, trutiginity. It defines what

it means to be modern and human. Blackness repsesgtiness, sin,

darkness and immorality. (xiii)

Racism as presented Americanahmanifests itself through institutional and cullura
racism. It is further seen through stereotypes &fcA and Africans. Moreover the
discriminatory attitude of foreigners in the Wesetvards African women may show

through language use.

Ifemelu encounters racism from white American wonmenregard to her relationship
with her white boyfriend Curt. These white women gerprised when Curt introduces
her to them as his girlfriend. Ifemelu says thegklked at her in surprise, “a surprise that
some of them shielded and some of them did nofratitkir expression was the question
“why her?” (290) These white female charactersldisp discriminatory attitude towards
Ifemelu implying that they are superior to black men. The idea is founded on a
baseless notion that being a black woman she iss@nding of a white man and that is
why Ifemelu says “their faces clouded with the ladkpeople confronting a great tribal
loss” (290). The same motif runsTime Thing around Your Neak the short story by the
same title. Here, Akunna describes her discomferaaresult of the racist glare she
receives from white people in the street while he tompany of her white boyfriend.

Akunna says:
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You knew by people’s reactions that you two werecainal- the way the

nasty ones were too nasty and the nice ones t@o Tl old white men

and women who muttered and glared at him... (125)
This experience which is similar to Ifemelu’s payts how American woman see
Africans as other by use of covert racism. bellksoexplains the history behind this kind
of relationship between white women and black womban she says:

Historically, many black women experienced whitenvem as the white

supremacist group who mostly exercised power olkiemt often in a

manner more brutal than that of racist white md8) (
She goes on to say this kind of relationship makesconcept of sisterhood be elusive
between black and white women, in that white worhame made it impossible for the
two groups to share common interests. bell's poinview strengthens my argument
from the angle that there is a feeling of hostibiyd superiority from white woman

towards Ifemelu when she is in the company of hateaboyfriend Curt.

Institutionalized racism is experienced by Ifemeluing the school career fair where she
hopes to be recruited for a job. The contrary hapmand her explanation for this is that
the recruiters upon realization that she is non-Acae but African end up being non-
committal. According to her their main fear is tlifathey hired her they would have to
“descend into the dark tunnel of immigration” (20This is a clear indication that the
female African immigrant is placed in a precarigiusation if processing her documents
is viewed as a complicated process not worth uakierg. In this case such bureaucracy

systematically ensures blacks are cut off fromixeoeg certain benefits.
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In addition to this, through her blog posts Ifemehckles the delicate issue of
institutionalized racism. One of her posts reads:

...but racism is about power of a group and in Angeiis the white folks

who have the power. How? Well, white folks don’t geated like shit in

upper-class African-American communities and whidéks don’t get

denied bank loans and mortgages precisely bechaseare white and

black juries don’t give white criminals worse semes than black

criminals for the same crime and black police @fficdon’t stop white

folk for driving while white and black companiesrdiochoose not to hire

somebody because their name sounds white and tdackers don't tell

white kids that they are not smart enough to beatec.(327)
From this excerpt it is clear that government osgare portrayed as totally biased in
favour of whites. The judiciary and police forcehdgaded by a black person will regard a
white person as untouchable because of the powegrwield. Top institutions like the
banking sector are prejudiced towards blacks stheg give loans and mortgages to
white people only, ensuring blacks remain at thitooo of the hierarchy. The bottom of
the hierarchy is reserved for lowly jobs as desatilm another blog post that reads, “Lots
of folk today don’t mind a black nanny or a blagkd driver. But they sure as hell mind

a black boss” (35).

A similar picture is portrayed in the short storn* End to the Problems of Negro

Women” by Claudia James. In this short story Clauthmes presents disparities in the

working conditions of white women and black womdy providing statistics she
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explains that negro women as workers, as negrakasamwomen are the most oppressed.
She adds that negro women are confined to the topassng jobs which are menial in
nature. They work as domestic workers, that issaks, waitresses and carry out other
services in private homes. This subtle manner irchvivhite folks segregate on colour
basis is best encapsulated by bell hooks whenaslse s

As long as the United States is imperialist, cdigttapatriarchal society,

no large female majority can enter the existingksanf the powerful.

Feminist movement is not advanced if women who mewver be among

those who rule and exercise domination and corarel encouraged to

focus on these forms of power and not see thenselgevictims. The

forms of power that these women should exercisetlaose that will

enable to resist exploitation and oppression aeé them to work at

transforming society so that the political and ewait structures exist that

will benefit women and men equally. (95)

The American system displays white superiority-whie suggestive of a racist attitude-
through the media which features images of whitene while not giving space to black
women. This discriminatory nature of American stcis reflected in women’s beauty
magazines. Ifemelu is able to observe that thésetlure are racially skewed in that only
white, Caucasian or Indian models dominate the agewing how the colour white is
superior while black is ‘othered’ indicating thats inferior. The ideology behind this is

that white culture is elevated at the expense atlbl Cultural racism according to
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Belgrade et al is expressed as “assumed superadrignguage or dialect, values, beliefs,
worldviews and cultural heritage” 104. This is lalojected when Ifemelu says:
Look, this article tells you to pinch your cheeks €olour. This tells you
about different hair products feveryoneand ‘everyone’ means blondes,
brunettes and redheads. | am none of these. Asdéhs you about the
best conditioners-for straight, wavy and curly. Koky, see what they
mean by curly? My hair would never do that. Thiflsteyou about
matching your eye colour and eye shadow —blue,ngeeel hazel eyes.
But my eyes are black so | don’'t know what shadowks for me. This
says this lipstick is universal, but they mean aersal if you are white

because | would look like a golliwog if | tried thehade of pink. (295)

In Americanahthe female African characters are faced by negatigreotypes as a result
of their colour. In the bookKate, Prejudice and Racisrileg Milton, who is a scholar,
says that “stereotypes are prejudicial because ith@jve generalizations” and goes on
to add that “when tied to prejudicial attitudegrebtypes create a number of behaviours
ranging from avoidance to violence” 155. The whatearacters stereotype Africans as
reflected through Cristina Tomas a receptionighatinternational Students Office who
serves foreign students in Ifemelu’s university. algiving them directions she pauses
after every word. Tomas is conformed to the stgmotthat foreign students do not
understand English because she has heard them wpiaka foreign accent. This is

illustrated when she tells Ifemelu:
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|.Need.You.To.Fill.Out.A.Couple.Of.Forms.Do.You.Undtand.How.To.

Fill. These.Out. (133)

Much as this incident is humorous its ironical matis presented through the fact that
Ifemelu is extremely fluent in English. Cristinaisode of communication projects the
notion that the whiteman’s language is of highustatGenerally, American mentality of
Africa and Africans is stereotyped Aamericanah It is believed Africans cannot speak
English and Africa is ravaged by disease and pgvégmelu shows this when she says
during the African Students Association they mineidkwhat Americans told them.
Examples of these statements made by whites ara $peak such good English. How
bad is AIDS in your country? It's so sad that peolple on less than a dollar a day in
Africa” (133). The comments made by Americans idfldhe experience Chimamanda
Ngozi underwent the first time she attended unityeia America. While giving a talk
titled “The Danger of a Single Story” in the TEDosfy Chimamanda describes how her
roommates displayed surprise at how well she sjoiglish. The stereotypes on Africa
also reflect in her anthology of short storiese Thing around Your Neckh the story
“The Thing around Your Neck” the narrator named Aka describes her experience in a
community college where she had enrolled and hengilis there asked her questions.
She says:

They asked where you learnt to speak English agdufhad real houses

back in Africa and if you had seen a car before game to America.

They gawped at your hair. Does it stand up ordaWn when you take out
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the braids? They wanted to know. All of it stan@® tHow? Why? Do you

use a comb? (116)
Akunna goes on to describe how her uncle told biexpect this kind of stereotype and
shared his own experience of how when a few mogities he moved into his house the
neighbors said that the squirrels had startedgapgiear and they had heard that Africans
ate all kind of wild animals. Though humorous tkilsd of stereotype is based on a false

and damaging generalization.

Africa too is portrayed as a place of safaris, gararks and wild animals in both works
and another common notion is that it's a continerire need of charity. Kelsey, a white
American female character who has her hair braldetariama, stereotypes Africa by
giving the impression that Africa cannot offer dngg in terms of business enterprises;
that one cannot own a salon business in Africa.iMagMariama explains to her that her
salon business was facing challenges in Americassheells her it was wonderful for
her — that is Halima- to get to go to America ahdt it was now possible for Halima’s
kids to have a better life. Ironically as a mattéfact Halima’'s business is unstable in
America just as it could happen in Africa. In adtfitto this, Kelsey questions Halima on
whether in Nigeria women are allowed to vote inatmg that being an African country
Nigeria is yet to acquire democratic maturity itat®n to granting African women the

right to vote.

Further still, when Emenike a Nigerian charactestbdnis white friends the talk centers

on Africa and her backward state. They discuss aalvarity based in Britain was trying
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to stop the government from hiring so many Afri¢ealth workers. According to them
there were simply no doctors and nurses left inAtfiezan continent following the influx
to Britain. From their perspective the reason fais tmigration is that these medical

personnel want to practice where there is reguéatrecity and regular pay. (273)

Mark, who is a white doctor argues against thistaying that though he is from a town
named Grimsy in Britain he does not want to workairdistrict hospital there. He
therefore suggests that the choices the Africatod®@nd nurses make are natural but
this is vehemently opposed by Alexa when she datsittisn’t quite the same thing since
“We are speaking of some of the world’'s poorestpieEo(273). This discussion on
Africa is stereotyped for it is based on a geneadilon that Africa is underdeveloped and
has little to offer that is why there are no mebtmactitioners left in the country. First
the statement is untrue in that it is an overstatd@nto claim that all medical personnel
have left Africa and secondly the reasons for thedlwcation may be for greener pastures

and not lack of electricity.

This type of stereotyping is so deep that LauraAfiican-American lady and sister to
Kimberley, who is Ifemelu’'s employer, centers halkton stereotypes of Africa and
Africans .For example, she draws Ifemelu’s attentio a picture in a magazine which
depicts Africa as a place that is economically deggr. The magazine features a celebrity
who is described by Laura as one who ‘seems toobgydch good job’ (162). This is in
relation to her charity works. She is described'ashin white woman, smiling at the

camera, holding a dark-skinned African baby in dmens, and all around her, little dark-
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skinned African children were spread out like asfud.62). This gives the impression of
a continent ravaged by starvation. Further stila party at Kimberley's, the guests who
gather base their discussions on Africa. Ifemelys shat a couple spoke about their
safari to Africa and how they were paying for trdueation of the tour guide’s first
daughter. She also adds that two women spoke dheurt donations to a wonderful
charity in Malawi that built wells, a wonderful dr@nage in Botswana and a
microfinance cooperative in Kenya (169). These guappear as philanthropic white
people who give back to society. However, a ting@ypocrisy is hinted at when they
hold their conversations on their contribution teadty and Ifemelu gazes at them
wondering:

There was a certain luxury to charity that she @¢mdt identify with and

did not have. To take “charity” for granted, to eein this charity towards

people one did not know — perhaps it came fromrwaliad yesterday and

having today and expecting to have tomorrow. (169)

Based on stereotypes by whites that blacks arel@aomire need of charity, Ifemelu

dispels this by suggesting that whites led lavisas and could afford to give out freely
though it was not genuine but more of a show-offroligh Ifemelu, Adichie suggests
that the white folks do not give out of love andcsrity but rather due to superfluous

wealth and for publicity’s sake.

Aunty Uju who is a doctor by profession faces dimeanation from a white patient. While

this patient was lying in the examination room wajtfor the doctor, Aunty Uju walks
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into the room to carry out the examination and gh&ent asks if the doctor is coming
and when Aunty tells her that she is the doctar,htient’s face changed to “fired clay”
(182). The same afternoon the patient called twstea her file to another doctor’s office.
This kind of reaction is based on generalizationsirey out of stereotypes that a black

person is ill-trained to carry out proper treatmemta white person.

The projection of race as a complex matter is sgddhrough Kimberley who employs
Ifemelu as her nanny. In her conversations she csated language so that instead of
referring to black people by the colour of theiinsghe calls them ‘beautiful’ even if it is
not so. By referring to every black person as badughe tries to avoid the term black

which is likely to be misinterpreted as ‘othering’.

In Americanah economic exploitation is a challenge faced bydlenimmigrants and is a
result of institutionalized racism. The Americarstgyn is based on stringent laws on
immigrants. Lack of proper documents brands ondlegal immigrant which leads to
deportation. By avoiding the long arm of the lawsmonmigrants end up with jobs of
low status in miserable environments. The threecAfr women braiders Halima, Aisha
and Mariama best portray economic exploitationaltih most characters are faced by
this challenge. They are deprived of proper faesitdemonstrated by how they are
settled in neighborhoods of low socio-economic @oorl In order for Ifemelu to have
her hair braided she has to travel by taxi for sffem the plush white-owned suburbs of
Princeton to Trenton which she describes as “...a@athe city that had graffiti, dank

buildings and no white people” (9).
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Ifemelu is apprehensive of visiting the area andeacription of the salon presents a
picture that is a reflection of occupants who dareggling to make ends meet. According
to her the salon is overcrowded and lacks air-agammdng and is likely to have mouldy

newspapers stuffed between grime and rotten tl{B)g¥his shows the unhygienic state
of Trenton and how America as an imperial powertitbuates to the social oppression of
female immigrants by its non-inclusive nature. Rartnore the tales of these women are
heart-wrenching, for example Aisha’s father passebut she cannot travel home for the
funeral because she lacks proper documentationalShehas a sick mother on the verge
of dying whom she cannot visit. From these womeaxXperiences it shows how their

status as immigrants is accompanied with challehkegconomic and social pressures.

A notable aspect based on the experience of tleee African braiders is that gender
and class are intertwined. The fact that their joég lowly confines them to the ghettos
making their rise next to impossible. Much as theyk effortlessly on their feet all day
long they are unable to advance economically aanfomally. This situation is worsened
by the fact that they are uneducated. This is mgarison to Ifemelu who despite the
challenges she meets is able to negotiate her whlgarause she has achieved financial

security as a result of her high level of educatdmch has opened up job opportunities.

Just like the African braiders, Ifemelu as a femafecan immigrant is exposed to
economic pressures, which eventually alienate togn fherself and others. Initially as a
new arrival in America she is unable to get emplegimand with payment of rent

overdue, she resorts to a sexual encounter withhisewnan. The end result of this
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encounter is that she ends up in a state of depreggcause she feels she has not
fulfilled her self-expectation as well as her bagfid Obinze’'s expectations. This
humiliating experience bears heavily on their ielahip since Ifemelu cuts off ties with
Obinze, her roommates and the outside world. Towsnfof alienation resulting from
economic constraints reflects in Caroline Ramazlregtext Feminism and the
Contradictions of Oppressiom which she expresses the view that men violatenaro
who are not economically independent. She says ‘thathould be expected male
violence would be absent or limited only where wanmave effective economic and

political power...” (66).

On Black Sisters Stredéty Chikwa Unigwe explores this type of oppressadrwomen
whereby men take advantage of female vulnerabujgn realization that they lack
political and economic independence. Unigwe expglothe lives of four female
immigrants Sisi, Efe, Ama and Joyce who out of @moic constraints leave Nigeria and
migrate to Belgium. Three of them except Joyce saekopportunity to work as
prostitutes. Joyce, a Sudanese, leaves Nigeria ladteNigerian husband is pressurized
by his family to marry a girl from his ethnic grognd so he decides to make
arrangements for her to travel to Belgium to woskananny. However she gets to
Antwerp and discovers that there was no job oftdrtbat her husband’s agent was but a
conman forcing her into a life of prostitution. Tygh these girls’ act of migrating to the
West for a life of prostitution (except Joyce) isluntary therefore not making them
victims of circumstances, the driving force behiheése moves is a result of lack of

economic independence and political power.
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The story of these female characters clearly shitbatsbefore they opted for prostitution
they were violated by men who saw them as lackicmnemic independence. This is
seen from the angle that back in Nigeria. Sisi'sv@idessness is displayed when she
cannot get a job since she is not connected tolp&opigh places. It is only when one is
well-connected that job opportunities open up. Bfethe other hand is driven into
prostitution when a married man who impregnatesdeetines to recognize the child as
his. Ama’s frustrations are as a result of abusenfher step-father leading her to leave

home.

America as a country presents challenges in tefrfeytale African immigrants retaining
their African culture and embracing American cuwtufrhe only way for immigrants to fit
in is by adopting foreign ways (their way) resujtim the erosion of African culture.
Ifemelu on arrival in America is perplexed by thieservations she makes which are
indicators of individuals straddling between twdtgres. This is seen in language, names
and lifestyle. Her aunty Uju while in Africa wastraie image of an African woman but
upon meeting her, Ifemelu is shocked to discovex thmerican experience has
completely transformed her. She is shocked to hearaunt identify herself over the
phone by pronouncing her name yasi-joo instead ofoo-joo (9). Further still, life in
America for Aunty Uju means juggling between a ifgreidentity and one’s true
personality. Aunty Uju switches from her usual saiid feigns an American accent to
reprimand her son Dike in a supermarket. This isedwith the intention of impressing
the white counter girl. Ifemelu describes the neatyjuired accent as “...nasal, sliding

accent she put on when she spoke to white Americengshe presence of white
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Americans, in the hearing of white America®ooh-reet-back (108). Here Ifemelu
notes “And with the accent emerged a new personé&l08).The same reflects in a
Guinean braider who tells Ifemelu “Ama like, Oh Gak someh” (9). Translated to
mean “Oh God, | was so mad.” This portrays Amemsaa place that puts a lot of
pressure on immigrants to adopt an American idenlit a bid to adapt, characters are
forced to conform therefore alienating them.Tlhe Pedagogy of th®ppressedPaul
Freire analyses the effects of alienation on egpees of individuals and remarks:

At one point in their existential experience thep@gssed feel an

irresistible attraction towards the oppressor drartway of life...in their

alienation the oppressed want at any cost to releetheir oppressors, to

imitate them and follow them. (33)

Although the concept of hybridity (this is the stathere a character is caught between
their African culture and host culture) displayeg Aunty Uju is negative in that she
discards positive aspects of African culture lisaduage it is a pointer to the challenges
posed on immigrants by host nations. Wa Thiongo dign Homecomingwhile
discussing African national culture contends ttativing culture is static. He says:

A profound change in a people’s economy, or inrtlievelling place,

through trade or migration, will make people organithemselves

differently to meet the new set of circumstancdiilideals and values,

over a period, are likely to change. (5)
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It is therefore evident that for the African womarAmerica the environment dictates the
need to strike a balance between a foreign ideatityone’s personality. Although Aunty
Uju leans heavily towards American culture, Ifemetimains focused by retaining a
strong sense of Africanness. A good example is sd&m she drops her fake American
accent and decides to speak in Nigerian West Afrigaglish. All in all Ifemelu does not

condemn American culture wholesomely; she is ablermbrace the good found in

American culture, retaining what is African.

One main form of women’s oppressionAmericanahis male dominance. The character
best suited to present oppression of women in &-eh@ainated society is Aunty Uju.
This is because we are able to trace the oppreski@mundergoes right from Nigeria to
America. This form of oppression begins when Audjy engages in a relationship with
The General, a married man and father of four cidFor her The General wields a lot
of power and wealth which she enjoys basking inifgavacked employment after
graduating from university. The tendency to expleamen sexually by treating them as
sex objects and possessions is displayed in Ther@ésh comments. He shamelessly
tells Aunty Uju that she is brought up well sinde2 ss not like all the Lagos girls who
sleep with him on the first night and the next niegngive him a list of what they want
him to buy. Aunty Uju proudly tells Ifemelu thatesklept with The General on the first

night but did not ask him for anything in cashmkind.

The General shows his male prowess through thsusisson but Aunty Uju seems to

subscribe to the picture of the stereotyped Afris@man who is portrayed as docile and
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submissive for she takes in this information untjoasgly. This shows how women are
stripped of their self-worth when the General corapaAunty Uju with other women he

has had sexual escapades with.

Aunty Uju too is not free of blame because she/lde submissive willing partner.
This shows her vulnerability as she displays lackomfidence and independence by not
challenging the General. However The General esghig she is financially unstable so
as to depend on him fully. This he does by progdier with a lavish lifestyle and hands
out money to her only when she needs it for a cepgarpose. Through ensuring that he
does not invest in a sustainable project on Aurjty Uhe General enslaves her for she is
totally dependent on him financially. However thestationship is a strenuous one for
Aunty Uju gets emotionally drained as a result béTGeneral trying to strike a balance
by dividing his attention between his family andmyiUju and her son. This relationship
ends tragically when The General dies in a pla@sltciputting a sudden end to Aunty
Uju’s luxurious lifestyle. She is left financiallynstable, unable to fend for herself and
her baby. Eventually, The General’s relatives irvder house with the intention of

attacking her and this forces her to flee from Neyéo America.

What transpires above is encapsulated by Mirjaneoki@sic when she gives reasons as
to why women migrate. She says:

...transgressing the limits of sometimes rigidly defl sex-role behavior

(like having children out of wedlock, for instancenarital discord and

physical violence, unhappy and broken marriagespossibility of
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divorce) so migration becomes a substitute; diso@tion against specific

groups of women and the insecure status of oth€)).

Aunty Uju’'s woes do not end in Africa after fleeitfge insecure situation that confronts
her and her son Dike she ends up meeting BarthapraeNigerian man based in
America. Bartholomew is egocentric and controllinghature in that he tries to confine
Aunty Uju’s space by dictating that she should semd home any money. He exploits
her financially, is fully dependent on her, showesimerest in her son and does not share
any chores with her despite the daily pressuresofigrant life. In order to shake off the
feeling of being emasculated as a result of thesgumes of the American system on
immigrants, Bartholomew exerts his authority by pthying traditional patriarchal
domination which is common in Africa and which heesiingly exports to America.
Aunty Uju presents a clear picture of this whentgils Ifemelu:

Both of us come home at the same time and do yoawkwhat

Bartholomew does? He just sits in the sitting romma turns on the TV

and asks me what we are eating for dinner...He waet$o give him my

salary. Imagine! He says that is how marriagessaree he is the head of

the family, that | should not send money home totBsr without his

permission, that we should make his car paymeats fny salary. (217)

In Britain, the author introduces us to Ojiugo em&te character who is highly educated

but gives this up to spend her time as a housewiteough she is best suited to get a job

since she qualifies because of her papers shentbeake up the chance. Ojiugo forgoes
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this opportunity so as to provide a chance forurgualified spouse Nicholas to preserve
his dignity as head of the family. This is therefgratriarchy where man takes the
position of head of the household and woman talesar role as a wife and mother.
Ojiugo’s security is vested in giving a positivetpire of a housewife and mother at the
expense of her career. This leads Obinze a cowsihet husband and a former
schoolmate to reflect internally as stated:

It puzzled him that she did not mourn all the tisirsine could have been.

Was it a quality inherent in women, or did theytjlearn to shield their

personal regrets, to suspend their lives, subsheradelves in childcare?

(243).

The picture portrayed of Ojiugo fits Ogundipe Maldreslie’s argument that women
need to break the stranglehold of marriage. She &t “married women are afraid to
shake the status quo, they are afraid and wantrigedhrough...they cling to the
respectability of being married” (214). Filominae&tly too is of the same opinion
although from a different perspective whereby siggests that one factor that makes the
black woman'’s situation different is that she clesomotherhood and marriage over her
own happiness and this eventually silences hes iBhwhat Ojiugo does by giving up her

career to tend for her family.

Following the discussion on the challenges facedebyale African immigrants we will

explore how these characters respond to the clgaléethey encounter in the West. The

female African immigrants iimericanahthat is Ifemelu, Aunty Uju, the three African
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hair braiders (Halima, Aisha and Mariama) and Qjiugspond to their experiences in
different ways. Some of these women like Ifemeld Aanty Uju succeed in overcoming
these obstacles while others like Aisha remainksiacthis quagmire as seen in the
analysis that follows. This in itself is reflectiwé life where not all individuals end up

with the same experience - some end up happy;#rerleft with unfulfilled dreams.

The most challenging issue for all the immigrastshie fourth mountain which proves to
be race and racism. This matter is tackled fronflediht perspectives by most of the
immigrants. In order to break silences on racialcdmination faced by black people
Ifemelu sets up a blog. This becomes the most daiMeol in confronting racism since
it acts as a form of resistance that rejects stgpany of Africans. By posting blogs on
white racist attitudes she makes a mockery of ttleough reversals in that the attention
shifts from black to white. She subverts the otalefothering’ them not by stereotyping
them as they do to Africans but in response ta tfagist attitude. The blog is used as a
mode of communicating among black people urgingnthe resist stereotypes. It also
acts as a platform for forming alliances that alloacks to share their experience, which
provides them with a sense of belonging and satidarhe blog plays a therapeutic role
in that the posts dissect and analyze experiermegirrg from racism to hair issues.
Ifemelu ends up gaining voice and speaks for peopléfrican descent especially

women.

Furthermore by Ifemelu undertaking a project in wegld of technology (as a blogger),

which turns out to be highly successful she decaots the stereotype of Africans and
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for that matter an African woman being seen agimfeShe subverts the notion of white
superiority and women as the weaker sex. This iméewith Molara-Leslie’s stiwanism
which declares that African Feminism is about demool and reconstruction; that is the
demolition of myths and reconstruction of new idesitse goes on to add that it's about:
...exhorting women to take their rightful place iretlpolitical arena,
dispelling myths about Africa and African women,pkading tired old
notions of male superiority, interrogating falsertitomies, summoning
the faithful to explore unexamined areas of womigasl admonishing
women and men alike about the seductive tyranmpatfarchy and above

all, insisting that belief translate into transf@tme activity.(4 )

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie through the protagonistet®eOgundipe’s concept of
stiwanism by demolishing myths and reconstructiegvndeas as presented in certain
instances. To start with by setting up the blognééu becomes a ‘first’ since we are
informed that the idea of blogs were new. She alsnges the conversation of African
immigrants from being victims of racism through eesals portraying whites as racists.
She lets the African woman speak for herself artdoraspoken for by the white female.
Through Ifemelu the African woman gains agencys thiitself is transformative. Also,
we encounter Wambui, a Kenyan student who cruséatethe rights of Africans. As
Ifemelu’s classmate she comes out strongly andkspgma firm voice in defending
topics related to Africa to the extent that she esaker Professor speak in “a small
voice” and forces her argumentative white classiateer her tone” (138).She argues

in class that the transatlantic slave trade mdlyhstve happened even if no Africans had
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been sold by other Africans. The reason for thie bbldly argues is that, “It was a
European enterprise” (138). It was about Europemaking for labour for their

plantations. By actively participating in the leey Wambui liberates Africans by
making them free of blame and rightfully shiftindaime on the white world. She is
described in as having a “formidable air; a peratw went about setting everyone and
everything right in the world” (138).This shows hacacter who is given agency to

confront racial ideology.

In addition to this Chimamada Adichie deconstrubts myth of African kinky hair and
reconstructs new ideas. This Adichie does by usirgg character Wambui a fellow
African student and classmate to Ifemelu to edutfataelu on taking pride in cropping
natural hair. Wambui advices Ifemelu to cut her bad go natural and tells her:

Relaxing hair is like being in a prison. You ar@ed in. Your hair rules

you...You are always battling your hair to do whawésn’t meant to do. If

you go natural and take good care of your haiyan't fall like it's doing

now. | can help you cut it right now. No need takhabout it too much.

(208)
After Wambui cuts Ifemelu’s hair and Ifemelu refage go to work because she cannot
stand her new look, Wambui is at hand to encourage She introduces her to
HappilykinkyNappy.coma website that deals with black people’s naturair like
dreadlocks, Afros and twists among others and ptesnthe use of natural products that
do not contain preservatives. Eventually Ifemelingaonfidence in her new look and

later on when she sets up a blog she uses it taisfisnatural hair as a way of making
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scathing attacks at the white world. Through theglghe questions the American notion
of beauty and the way it affects black people’d-selrth. Here too, she frowns at
straightening of hair and advocates for the neededar Afros, braids and dreads. The
fact that at the end she resorts to keeping nahamlacts as a marker of an African

identity and as a way of disregarding racial indoetion.

Ifemelu also responds to work-related racial drearation as one way of protesting for
not being registered for a job at the school faie tb her immigrant status. By excelling
in her studies, she ends up getting a fellowshipraicetown and emerges successful

both in her profession and blog.

In response to stereotyping by female White Ameschke Cristina Thomas, Ifemelu
collapses the stereotype that speaking with a dor@iccent means one cannot speak
English. Ifemelu describes her initial encountethwlristina Thomas as one that made
her shrink. She says:

.. when her eyes met Cristina Thomas'’s before sbk toe forms, she

shrank. She shrank like a dried leaf... she shoutdhage cowered and

shrunk, but she did. And in the following weeks,agumn’s coolness

descended, she began to practice an American a¢t8g)

After practicing an American accent and perfeciinghe started speaking with

this fake American accent which resulted in hettiggtcomments like “You

sound totally American.’(175) Ifemelu is filled Wwiglee as she ponders that “she
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had won; Cristina Tomas, pallid-faced Cristina Termader whose gaze she had
shrunk like a small, defeated animal, would speakédr normally” (175). For
Ifemelu, she felt a sense of triumph for provings@na wrong. However, her
sense of victory is taken a notch higher when skeides to drop the fake
American accent and speaks in her natural Nigeaglish. This denotes the
need to retain her identity. So by reverting to ia&ural Nigerian accent Ifemelu

responds to the challenges of being stereotyped.

Aunty Uju who is confronted by racism in her reside at Warrington and in her
profession as a doctor also tackles it in two w&yst, she relocates with her son Dike to
a town named Willow. This move signifies an envir@nt which is conducive in that it
is described as a friendly neighborhood. This iggestive of residents who are not
racists. Secondly, in regard to her profession jelves Africa Doctors for Africa as a
volunteer and would take two week medical missitmglaces like Sudan. This is an

indicator of a tie to Africa where her services aeeded and appreciated.

Women form solidarity by coming together and cragtia close-knit relationship.
Sisterhood therefore is used as a tool to crea@emgss among the female African
immigrants with the hope of guarding against expaétbreseeable challenges. The
African women are able to reach out to each othést of encouragement, friendship and
bonding take place. In her paper titled “Africamtteism(s) A colonial question” Pinkie
Mekgwe comments that “the notion of sisterhoodfisuch importance” and that it is

also understood as “a marker of friendship”(9).
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When Ifemelu settles in America as a newcomer,ishaught the ropes on how to get
her way round in New York. Aunty Uju aids her bywyiding identification forms for a

job. Ginika a friend and former schoolmate gives meney, shops for her when she is
financially challenged and networks for her to getployment. We are also told that
“Wambui had told everyone that Ifemelu was lookiimg a job” (139). Wambui, a

student who holds the title of the president ofAlfigcan Students Association invites her
to their forum where she creates awareness oneth@ to own a strong African identity.

The African Students Association portrays a highsseof unity as they educate each
other on how to resist oppressive institutions i@ necessary survival strategies to do
so. The discussions range from how to speak witAraerican accent at the same time

retaining one’s own language to showing pride ingain cuisine.

At the salon Ifemelu displays the spirit of sik@wd by providing Aisha a shoulder to
lean on by listening to her tribulations about tves boyfriends Emeke and Chijioke and
the way neither is interested in marrying her. ¥&mpromises to help by talking to
Chijioke. This concept of sisterhood is similattgl hooks’ in which she says sisterhood
is about working to transform female consciousrass that women should strengthen
and affirm one another. By encouraging Aisha, Ifierme able to strengthen her.This
concept of sisterhood reflects in Leila Aboulel&igaret where the protagonist Najwa, a
female Sudanese immigrant encounters prejudiceoimdan. Initially she exists as an
invisible Muslim woman until the female Muslim commity discovers her and bond

with her integrating her fully into Islam where stiscovers her true self.
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The second mountain on woman’s back which is mawvé&come by Aunty Uju. Male
superiority is shaken off as a mountain on Aunty’§/pack when she comes to a point in
her life where she chooses to end her relationsitlp Bartholomew. Aunty Uju lives to
Kiriku John’s words as phrased in his badkomen’s LiberationHe says:

In order to liberate women from any type of oppi@ssthere ought to be

genuine communication between men and women. Titex lamust speak

out what they find oppressive and determinatelk seays that will free

them from the oppression of patriarchal structufes)

On a personal level, Aunty Uju transforms from lgean African woman who is docile
and submissive. She realizes her full potential aesists further exploitation by
Bartholomew. She finds her voice and is able tb Balrtholomew off and ends the
relationship. She protests openly tells Bartholoneéwis extravagant habits and how she
pays for his car. She then relocates from WarrimgtoWillow which signals freedom
and fulfilment. This bears fruit when she getsoiat new relationship with Kweku, a

Ghanaian doctor, who Ifemelu describes as “a gertheand a gentle man” (299).

For the African braiders, except for the hand aérfdship extended by Ifemelu, no
solutions are provided for their state of oppresskdowever their situation suggests that
they are trapped in this state as a result of di#fésrence. What makes the situation
worse is the nature of their jobs that is basedathemployment. Ifemelu and Aunty Uju

manage to negotiate their way out because thelr lagel of education enables them

acquire white collar jobs that pay well. There islass difference between the braiders
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and Ifemelu and Aunty Uju. While braiding Ifemeldiair Aisha decides to ask her how
she got her citizenship and Ifemelu answers thatctimpany she works for sponsored
her green card and Aisha responds with an ‘Oh’ dlenthen in her narration says it is as
though Aisha “had just realized that Ifemelu bekthgo a group whose green cards
simply fell from the sky, People like her, couldtnaf course, get theirs from an

employer” (363-364).

Here Ifemelu suggests that the difference in theine of their employment proves a
challenge for Aisha. Ifemelu has a white collar hich affords her certain benefits
unlike Aisha who is self-employed and strugglesniake ends meet. Aisha is unable to
match Ifemelu’s status because of her little lefetducation which is projected through
the conversations she holds with her clients. Thesefore means education can play an
important role in empowering women as reflectedhia lives of some characters. This
reflects in Kiriku John’s bookRWomen’sLiberation where he discusses the role of
education in shaping women'’s identity. He states. th

Education is the key to the freedom of women agguesceived male

stereotypes that concentrates power to men atpense of women.

Women will need to set themselves free and investmpowerment that

has honour and dignity. (122)

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie depicts the strugglesieérde African women in America.

All these women whether from Nigeria, Senegal, Mabry Coast or Kenya irrespective

of their class have to face the oppressive nathistioer patriarchy or neo-imperialism.
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However through the protagonist who is transfornfemm one who experiences
marginalization into one who overcomes it, it signaope for the African woman.
Chimamanda Ngozi subscribes to Filomena Steadyisaf feminism that says “ has the
potential of emphasizing the totality of human exg®ce portraying the strength and
resilience of the human spirit and resounding wvaighimism for the total liberation of

humanity” (4).

In her article “The Female Writer and her Committhe®gundipe Leslie-Molara
advocates for the need for the female writer tdeansn issues that cover Africa as well as
the global world. She says:

...female writers cannot usefully claim to be coneerwith various social

predicaments in their countries or Africa withoittgting their awareness

and solutions within the larger global context ofperialism and neo-

colonialism. (12)

Considering that Adichie creates characters thgtate from Africa to the West and face
challenges as immigrants, she is able to createea@ss on experiences of immigrants in
a global context. The fact that her female charaoted up not as victims but victors
when faced by these challenges; she provides sp&iton how to get out of these
situations. Therefore, it is in order to conclubdattChimamanda Ngozi Adichie is a truly

committed female African writer.
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This chapter has analyzed the challenges faced ebyalé characters as African
immigrants in the West. It has demonstrated howismacalongside stereotyping,
economic exploitation and male dominance are thgom&rms of oppression
experienced by female African immigrants. HoweVveotigh the challenges encountered
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie creates space for agembyough the protagonist, she
subverts the stereotypes of Africans under Westges. She also demonstrates how
women can create awareness amongst themselvdsdri@liberate each other from the
oppressive nature of immigrant life. The next ckagixamines how the male and female
experience of African immigrants in the text maydikerent and their response to these

experiences.
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CHAPTER THREE

GENDERED EXPERIENCE OF AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS IN THE WE ST

Roles should be based on ability,
Not on the reproductive organs you were born with.

-- Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Academic OneFile™March, 2014)

3.0 Introduction

This chapter takes the perspective of analyzingntlaée-female experience of African

immigrants for the reason that most scholarly wdrikge tended to give little attention to
the similarities and differences between male @&mdale African immigrants. | argue that
this is a significant area for it will enable uskointo how gender roles are affected by
migration. Adichie presents us with a parallel gtdisplaying the male and female

experience of African immigrants in Britain and theerica. By carrying out an analysis

of Adichie’s male and female characters it will blegaus establish the authors view on

gender relations as well as read into her visioAfritan immigrants.

3.1 Overview

The previous chapter has examined the challengesl fay female African immigrants in

America and Britain. This chapter will focus on qmmng and contrasting the

experiences of male and female African immigrantghe two countries. We examine
how the male characters deal with the immigranteeepce and assess how different

their experience is from the female. One main conagf African feminism as a
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theoretical approach is that it takes into consitien not only issues relating to women
but also men. By examining the male and female mspee it will enable us see how
Adichie’s Americanahlends itself to an African feminism interpretatiohmericanah

presents us with male and female characters whersdually as a result of their race.

3.2 Synopsis

In her novelAmericanah Adichie presents two parallel settings to tell story. She uses
both male and female characters to present theriexpes of African immigrants in
America and Britain. Ifemelu’s story is told fromm#erica while Obinze her high school
boyfriend narrates his immigrant experience frontdr. These settings much as they
provide us with similarities on the experiencedAfrican immigrants also delve into the

contradictions faced.

Obinze applies for a visa to visit America with th@pe of joining his old time girlfriend

Ifemelu as had been their dream in school. Howhigeapplication is turned down by the
American embassy in Nigeria. His mother who is avensity lecturer feeling his

frustration offers to take him as her ‘researchsgsst’ on a job trip to Britain. Since the
visa is valid for a period of six months only, & her intention that Obinze’s cousin
Nicholas, who resides in Britain, will host him ke finds proper documentation to
secure a legal status in the country. However asoimmon with most successful
immigrants in the West his cousin Nicholas gives lai cold reception which leads to a

troubled experience as an illegal immigrant in &ntsix months later when his visa
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expires. Through his story we are able to analykeromale immigrants’ experiences

enabling us to compare them with the female expeée

The male and female experience of African immigramracters has a lot in common.
However these experiences are equally differeng. miain similarity is in regard to race
and class whereby both gender are discriminatethstgan account of their colour and

restricted to low status jobs.

In Americanah Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie presents us with maldcAh characters

that are hostile, unwelcoming, aggressive and gslls well as exploitative. Obinze’s
first experience of Britain is his encounter witls ltousin who is unwelcoming and
unreceptive unlike Ifemelu who is warmly receivegdAunty Uju when she lands at the
airport. Aunty Uju picks Ifemelu from the airpomdafter some time loans her a friend’s
National Security card to easen her search fobahen Ifemelu moves to Philadelphia
to start her studies, Ginika her former schoolmatel friend receives her while
identifying to her areas she needed to familiaheeself with for example, her new

college.

On the other hand the best Nicholas can do focbusin is advice him on how he can
get his way round in England which totally contsasith the way African women have
received Ifemelu in America. He says:

If you come to London with a visa that does nédvalyou to work, the

first thing to look for is not food or water, it &1 NI number so you can
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work. Take all the jobs you can. Spend nothing.rylan EU citizen and

get your papers. Then your life can begin (239)
That is the least he can offer and according tan@biNicholas seemed to feel he had
done his part, delivered words of wisdom and infthewing months, he hardly spoke to

Obinze at all. (239)

So Obinze starts to feel the suffocating and ogvesstate of being trapped with the tag
of illegal immigrant. He resorts to search for fiiends from Nigeria who are currently

based in Britain. This experience is made worseh@ris surrounded by feelings of
loneliness when he does not get support from thiégerian friends - Nosa, Chidi and

Wale. When he meets them on a beer date and gieeimson how to acquire an NI card
unlike the female characters that were swift invtimg assistance in America, “they

shook their heads vaguely” (247). This was to skttwat they had no clue on how he was
to go about acquiring an NI card and thereforeearcindication that they were unable to
offer any help. The only advice they could give s need for him to keep his ear to
the ground or move closer to Central London frorseixs Here these African men are
depicted as brothers in name only but unwillingih one of their own. It also shows the
shady deals illegal immigrants employ in order ¢adime part of their host nation and in

this case they fear disclosing any information.

This view is strengthened by John Arthur’'s stateimerthe chapter entitled ‘Searching

for Promised Lands: Conceptualization of Africara§pora in Migration’ which he says:
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At the same time, several of the Africans in No’merica with
undocumented status are cognizant of the risksasking and living in
the United States or Canada without legal work @nghtion. For such
immigrants, social circles and networks are limitedellow immigrants
or trusted friends and family members...There idelittr no trust for
outsiders. (6)
With this act of exclusion by his fellow countrymedbinze’s illegal immigrant status
forces him to look for a solution to avoid immigaat restrictions. This he does when he
seeks help from llloba a man from his mother’s himwea who connects him to Vincent

Obi. Vincent offers to give him his NI card for tporary use at an exorbitant fee.

The female experience of America displays a mfstiip of total commitment with
strong ties that bind them tightly. When Ifemelu\as in America and is in dire need of
a job, Wambui, the President of the African Studeissociation much as she did not
know her but recognizing she was from Africa reacbet to all African students in the
association by spreading word that Ifemelu was ilapkfor a job. This nature of

sisterhood does not reflect in men as they laclsfigt of brotherhood.

That the nature of brotherhood is non-existentispldyed through the aggressive and
exploitative nature of Vincent Obi and the Angotdraracters that are nameless. Obinze
follows advice from Nicholas on the urgency of geftan NI number and marrying a
European Union citizen to acquire papers and sds hetroduced to Vincent Obi by

lloba. Obi is his solution to avoid immigration néstion when he offers to trade his NI
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card to Obinze for temporary use on condition @ainze avails forty percent of his
earning; after some haggling they settle for thirae percent. This is too hefty a fee
considering Obinze is still in the process of gtaggpwith challenges in Britain and
needs to settle. To bear the name Vincent Obi bes@n experience clouded in fear and
insecurity for Obinze. Besides keeping his parthef bargain Obinze turned Obi has to
leave up to blackmail and out of the blues incretiexincent’s callous nature is seen
when after some time he calls and asks for a amiskethreatens to expose Obinze to his
employer by informing him that Obinze is an imposWhen Obinze ignores him by not
responding on the assumption that it is a mereathree keeps true his word and causes

Obinze to lose his job.

Obinze’'s woes begin to spiral as he has to stamshf his process of getting
identification. He meets the Angolans who are wéedealers and here too he faces
further extortion. The plan is that they are t@age his marriage to Cleotilde a girl with
a European Union passport. In the process of makiege arrangements the Angolans
keep asking for more money citing financial constsa in enabling the marriage
arrangements be a success. Obinze is forced tovbdreavily from his cousin Nicholas
and Emenike his old time schoolmate. Adichie pggraow the status of being an illegal
immigrant is more precarious for the male whenigalty all Obinze invests in prove to
be a sham the moment he is arrested just beform&isage to Cleotilde at the Civic

Center. Obinze loses his chance of holding a Isigaiis and is deported to Nigeria.

77



Brian Chikwava in his noveHarare North uses the same motif to narrate the
experiences of Zimbabwean immigrants in London. ifiade characters that have had a
longer stay in Britain thrive on exploitation ofwarrivals to make money. Aleck, an
immigrant character, itHarare Northis left a house (referred to as a squat) by the
owners for free. He ends up accommodating founofdilow Zimbabweans but charges
these housemates thirty five pounds each undeprétext that he is collecting rent for
the owners of the squat. The unfortunate bit i$ tiafellow countrymen struggle to put
food on the table or even go to bed on an emptyath yet he has no qualms about it.
This is made worse by the fact that one of his boges is an underage girl named
Tsitsi whom he sexually exploits and she ends up a®ther at the age of seventeen.
Due to the challenges that accompany immigrantdlife is forced to loan her baby to
fellow female immigrants so that they can poseiagles mothers to enable them get a

chance to apply for council houses.

Adichie also presents us with male characters #wm to have lost touch with
themselves and their family due to experiences nguoe as immigrants. Obinze’s
cousin Nicholas seems to have been transformedidymmigrant experience. His
economic status reads success since he is the pvaugr of a home in England with his
son and daughter attending one of the best praateols in Essex. However, he lives an
insecure life for he works on contract without kmowledge of whether his contract will
be renewed. As a result of his insecure state, dishplaces himself in an authoritative
position in his family as proof of his manhood. Fhie does with the hope of his family

reciprocating by showing respect and obedience.chlegorizes his wife with his
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children when addressing her as described by Obumea he says he heard Nicholas say
to her, “You people have scattered my study...leayestady all of you” (239) and

Ojiugo is said to respond to almost everythingdid with, “Yes, Nicholas” (239).

According to Ojiugo Nicholas changed at a periocewlhe lived in fear for using fake
papers as an immigrant to enable him get work. Aksorder to retain his status as a
successful man, Nicholas puts extra effort in hegknat the expense of quality family
time. Obinze says, “On weekends Nicholas walkedirmadhe house in a tense cloud of
silence, nursing his worries. Only during Arsenatahes did he relax a little...After the
game, his face would conceal again” (239). This glem problem faced by immigrants
is best captured in Sree Latha Malyala in the papeumpha Lahiri’'s Short Fiction: A
Thematic Study” which states that:

People move to make their dreams real and to furtheir future

prospects - gain financially and professionally.t Behile shifting to a

foreign country they do not ask themselves if thal/be able to adjust to

the life and community there. In many cases finalngecurity is achieved

but the sense of alienation becomes deep. (2)

Initially when settling to immigrant life in the VBe both male and female characters
share the same work-related experience. Due tolraicgy a factor that comes into play
the characters find themselves holding low statiss jlike being a nanny, waitress, a
delivery boy, toilet cleaner or security guard. Hoer men’s conception of themselves is

challenged when there is upward mobility in thef@ssions held by women. This brings
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a different experience for both male and female ignamts. Representing the female
characters Ifemelu sets up a blog which eventuatigs up extremely successful. She
makes good money and ends up buying a condo mdienga home owner which
signifies ultimate success for an immigrant. In gaper ‘The Migrant’'s Quest Home’
Tobian Banton says:
Home ownership is the ultimate act of validationr fahe
immigrant...Homeownership for the migrant is an asisat signifies the
accumulation of the American dream; the ultimatear@ to the migrants

journey abroad. (26)

After this she gets a job with a good pay as aaeth fellow at Princeton University
earning her a secure and stable position as a éeAdaican immigrant. This equally
reflects in Aunty Uju who practices as a doctor ands up buying a home, once again a
form of economic and social stability. This pictuwentrasts with that of most male
characters that stagnate in their lowly positions/ark, with jobs whose security is not
guaranteed and therefore they do not achieve optisatisfaction. An example is seen
through Obinze who starts as a toilet cleanergandr in a warehouse and then a truck
packer to delivery boy. Vincent Obi and the Angaslame characters that do not have any
jobs but survive by engaging in shadowy deals. Aihgolans remain nameless to the end

probably as an indicator that many others of tkieid existed.

It is obvious that the status of being an immigraffiects men negatively and women

adapt faster leading to their success as seemr ilivés of Aunty Uju and Ifemelu. This is
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possibly attributed to the socio-cultural and @atial status of men in Africa which is
destabilized once they migrate to the West. Coljefdu Ayo in the paper “Male Wives
Female Husbands: Immigration, Gender and Home ilixtGa Beyala'sLe Petit de
Belleville and Maman a un amanginalyses how immigrant characters from Mali are
affected by their status once they migrate to Fea@oly then argues that the physical
location and space are largely embedded in nobbh®me and being at home and goes
on to say:

For instance, a black African immigrant in Francem not be able to

relocate his socioeconomic status and patriarchellgges because the

racial configuration in his new locale constitutas impending factor...

(327)

This situation could be similar to that of the e&lfrican immigrants in Britain. Since
patriarchy is male dominated due to the fact thahreld positions of authority either
politically or economically among many other fornthey feel ousted from these
positions once they land in Britain. Here the réaor robs them off their authoritative
position which was exercised in Africa and accdiism the same treatment as women
on account of their black colour. Rapport and Dawstate that “one is at home when
one inhabits a cognitive environment in which ome’s one’s identity best mediated —
and homelessness when such a cognitive environimeaschewed.”(Quoted in Coly
328). The fact that men are displaced from thewegytul position by their immigrant

status interferes with their identity. The end fesw this is their emasculated nature or
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aggressive attitude as reflected in the lives okekike, Nicholas, Vincent Obi and the

Angolans among others.

After undergoing challenging moments in the hogtoma most women adapt faster to
these experiences while the male experience coatsathis. Women display tenacity
while men give up easily. This is demonstrated byn@e and Ifemelu’s experience.
Ifemelu faces sexual mistreatment which leaves ep dgcar on her however despite
having sunk into her lowest moment she is ableid¢k perself up and move on. Out of
this experience she emerges triumphant by makisgcaess of herself. Obinze on the
other hand works as a toilet cleaner and one daringes on duty to discover ‘a mound
of shit on the toilet lid, solid, tapering, centgras though it had been carefully arranged
and the exact space measured” (237). This experisnenough to make him down his
tools and is the beginning of him hopping from goie to another eventually resulting in

his deportation.

Another character, Emenike, is described as leaaingffluent life in Britain. Though he

rises up the ladder of success the author predamtsas one who seems to live in the
shadow of his British wife. Adichie makes a mockefyhow he is fully submerged in

British culture through all means possible, hesttie belong to the high breed class of
British society even if means getting a wife whalder than him by at least eight years.
She is described as “old enough to be his mott&t8). This need to belong reflects in a
report by Louis T. Achille to an Interracial Cordece where he says, “Among certain

people of color, the fact that they are marryinmmeone of the white race seems to have
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overridden every other consideration. In this félcgy find access to complete equality
with the illustrious race...” (52). (Quoted in Fan&anon’sBlack Skin White Masks

Emenike is seen hosting white folks, savoring whiiesine while using exotic cutlery as
well as trotting the globe. For him all these pleas are associated with marrying from

the white race without putting into consideratidhey factors like his dignity.

In Americanah women who undergo various challenges at the hahdsmineering men
end up evolving. At the end of their journey thagptay strength of character which
results in their success. At the same time Adipitenotes gender relations by the use of
the character Obinze. She demonstrates that menwamden’s roles ought to be
complementary rather than oppositionary. Obinze, male protagonist, gives us the
male point of view of the narrative from Britaincdaredeems other male characters. As a
guest to his cousin Nicholas and his wife Ojiuge,dhmares in the domestic chores like
cooking and watching over the children. Obinze @jdigo are able to hold dialogues
where they share notes on their experiences andtewé the day. Here the writer
projects the complementary nature of the male amdafe relationship. Obinze is the
opposite of Nicholas who treats his wife Ojiugo hes does his children. The cordial
relationship between Obinze and Ojiugo is one egaeof a husband and wife. Though
Nicholas is withdrawn from his wife Adichie possilduggests it is as a result of the
challenges faced as an immigrant. This is seen waggchie uses Ojiugo’s voice to say,
“...but you know he only got his papers two years agd for so long he was living in
fear, working under other people’s names. Thatgthsan do wonders to your head,

eziokwu It has not been easy at all for him” (240).
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Another character who redeems men by promoting @ptEmentary relationship
between men and women is Boubacar. Boubacar isxegdkese professor at Yale who
plays a major role in contributing to Ifemelu’s @isip the ladder of success. He
encourages Ifemelu to apply for a fellowship anéetown telling her the opportunity
would be perfect for her. When Ifemelu expressasdoebt that she does not meet the
required academic qualifications he urges her gimga

They want people who are doing new things, pushiagndaries. You

must apply, and please use me as reference. We toegelt into these

places, you know. It is the only way to changedbeversation. (340)
Boubacar poses as a man who is willing to changedtrection women take from an
oppressive one to one of freedom. He also showat gancern for matters relating to
Africa and Africans for he feels black people adebned and that is why he talks about

changing the conversation.

This chapter focused on the experiences of Africammigrants from a gender

perspective. It has examined how the experiencédriafan male and female immigrants
differ. The chapter has observed that much as thke rand female perspectives are
similar to a certain extent there are also glamoegtrasts. However this difference is
reflective of the challenging nature of migratidar the chapter concludes by merging
the two experiences as they are reflective of aptementary male-female relationship.

The next chapter will examine the author’s visinmalation to African immigrants.
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CHAPTER FOUR

ADICHIE’S VISION

Africans must speak for themselves...especially women

Chimamanda Ngozdichie (Business Daily -10April, 2014)

This chapter examines the message Chimamanda Nagizhe communicates on
African immigrant women and African immigrants gealy. By the use of different
characters, male and female, Chimamanda revealghilesophy which enables us infer

her vision on Africa in relation to the West.

Njoki Mwihia in “A Critical analysis of Athold Fugd's Social Vision in Four Selected
Plays” says:
Through his/her creative imagination a writer aiagersuading his/her
reader to view not only a kind of reality, but margortant from a certain
angle and perspective, a certain vision...the wetereative work both
reflects reality and also aims at making the réadeke a certain attitude

to the reality presented. (64)

Wa Thiongo Ngugi irHomecomingsays that literature is not created from a vacbuin
“is given impetus, shape, direction and even arfeaoocern by social, political and
economic forces in a particular society” (v). Iistbase it means when an author sets out

to write a literary text it is with the intendedgethat the audience may gain insight from
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its reading. In “A Conversation with Chimamanda Eigddichie” an interview with
Parul Sehgal, Adichie herself confirms that shedeasrivith a vision. This is in response to
a question on why in writindmericanahshe seems to break free from her usual style.
She replies, “More seriously, my vision as a writerdark. | am more drawn to
melancholy, the sad, the nostalgic. And so | watbedb something a little different” (1).
So from these statements by analyzing the attitefiesfrican immigrant characters in
the text it may give us a glimpse into the authantended vision and worldview. This
may enable us grasp how Adichie goes into the de®p serious issues of African

immigrants and the solutions provided out of th&teations.

Adichie’s main message for immigrants is succesgist in the West can be found back
home. She shows how the problems of African immmitgastart right from foreign
embassies in Africa when one applies for a visgoAd example is when Obinze walks
into the American embassy in Nigeria filled withpeoof acquiring a visa and reuniting
with Ifemelu in America. However he suffers the ghof a life time when he gets to the
counter and is instantly dismissed by being toldibes not qualify. Obinze describes this
scenario when he says that ‘the man glanced afothes and said, kindly, “Sorry, you
don’t qualify. Next person!” (233). He continuesdescribe how he visited the embassy
three more times and that each time without a gaaichis documents he was told
“Sorry, you don’'t qualify” (233). This part of thearrative is similar to the experience
Adichie’s brother Chuks went through in an Americambassy in London. In an
interview at the Aspen Institute, Chimamanda wtal&ing about challenges of acquiring

a visa to America describes how her brother wemetew his visa and did not qualify.
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She says the interviewer pointed at his visa amdl Saarply ‘This interview is over!
Chuks’ experience is based on reality which shdvwesftustrations African immigrant
characters undergo as presented in texts may posk@ reflective of real life

experiences.

This difficult experience faced by African immigtacharacters is further worsened on
arrival in America/Britain where one is confrontedh an unwelcome atmosphere which
gets rough when Adichie depicts how illegal immigeaflout rules as they battle to get
proper documentation. For instance when Obinze e@ni$s get an American visa, his
mother falsely recommends him as her researchtaissishen she travels to Britain. She
returns to Nigeria and leaves him behind with a@ief advice for him to work out his

way to America to join Ifemelu. His six month vigxpires and his troubled life in

Britain begins. First he has to pay Vincent Obi @ini to give him his papers. He then

has to live under a false name indirectly losing p&ahis identity.

The same immigrants face trouble in relation o gpportunities which are laborious
and low- paying. Obinze struggles to make a Iiimg@gritain living under constant fear
and constantly looking over his shoulders due ®ittsecurity of fake papers and the
imagination that the law is about to catch up whilm. Eventually his two Angolan
acquaintances organize for him a fake marriagéh®isake of getting papers but minutes
before the ceremony the law officers pounce on Aims leads to his arrest whereby he

is handcuffed and led to the airport past the gemmrblic who stare at him with puzzled
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eyes. Together with other illegal African immigraurite is locked in a cell in Dover- a

formidable former prison and is eventually depottedligeria as a failure.

Obinze’s fascination with the West was for the ogathat it was a land of plenty and his
intention was to get rich. Ironically his dreamskattered and he returns home with
nothing to show for it but humiliation. Howeverdmarrative changes once he gets home
and starts job-hunting after undergoing a statdepiression. Through his female cousin
Nneoma who connects him to people in high placesnus up as an extremely wealthy
and successful businessman back home. Adichie lppasses this return narrative to
pass the message that Africans who seek prospdmioad may as well toil in their home

country where they may find that success.

Still in regard to African immigrants, Adichie hagphilosophy that if African immigrants
follow the proper immigration procedure the Westynmat be such a hostile place as
experienced by most characters. Aunty Uju and Ifamae good examples of
immigrants who used the proper procedure to g&nerica. It is clear they had legal
documentation and so in this case although cordrbhy several challenges their stable
and secure status enables them to search forwibsease though these jobs are not
easily accessible on account of their colour. Tis contrast to Obi, Obinze and the two
Angolans, among many other men, who are forcedaik wnderground for fear of arrest
either because they own papers by false pretenoas expired documents making their

stay in the West illegal.
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As mentioned in the previous chapter Ogundipe kddglolara mentions the six
mountains on the African woman’s back that she sdedget rid of, so is Adichie’s
vision close to these mountains which weigh heawity African immigrants’ backs.
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie presents us with femaleicAh characters that face
oppression right from the African context to thedVé good example is Aunty Uju who
faces gender-related suffering and embarks on rmgguto America where she ends up
liberating herself from male superiority and pusster career successfully. Aunty Uju
gets into a relationship with Bartholomew a Nigermaan who exploits her physically as
well as financially. Having persevered for some etirAunty Uju walks out of this
relationship and is lucky enough to find love inIMiv. She therefore overcomes the
fourth mountain which is man and his superioritgy Aunty Uju finding satisfaction,
Adichie shows us the possibility of woman getting of the sixth mountain- herself.
Adichie takes it as her responsibility to change tonsciousness of women to reject
being discriminated upon on gender basis. It sugdes vision for the African woman is
for her to free herself from the shackles of maleathated oppression. Here the act of

migrating seems to have a liberating effect on wome

Aisha the hairdresser’s story is one of a womai Wwes in awe of patriarchy. The
mountain on her back is herself and man. AishaSsr@egalese immigrant who due to the
hardship of immigrant life keeps two Igbo boyfrisngho decline to marry her with the
excuse that their families insist on them marryangjrl from their community (Igbo). She
pleads with Ifemelu to convince either to marry.héemelu emphathises with her

situation since Aisha faces financial constraihess a sick and dying mother whom she

89



cannot visit due to restrictions posed by immignatiaws. Ifemelu then promises to
speak to one of the boyfriends Chijioke. But aslshges the salon she has one question
in mind that is “just how she would persuade a mapn didn’'t seem keen to marry to do
s0” (365). Much as Ifemelu promises to call Aisteelhowith a report from Chijioke, we
do not get to hear the end of the story. Ifemeluysedicament is based on the fact that
the mountain is on Aisha’s own back and this mauanta Aisha’s attitude. This is
reflected in what Ogundipe says:
Women are shackled by their own self- image, bytuwas of
interiorization of ideologies of patriarchy and denhierarchy. Their own
reactions to objective problems therefore are ofefidefeating and self-
crippling. Woman reacts with fear, dependency cexgt and attitudes to

please and cajole where more self- assertive aciomneeded. (114)

Further still when questioned about some of herale characters in an interview with
Aminatta Forna titled “NewVriting and Nigeria” Adichie says:
It is important for me to write truths | can reladb. Because of that | am
interested in writing about women who are weak, wace not

independent, who make poor choices...this is thetye#i their lives. (1)

This is in agreement with Ngugi’'s declaration thtdrature is based on reality from

society. Adichie shows that life offers differemtakes for different individuals but as a

writer her vision is that woman needs to contraldwen destiny.
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Adichie has a critical vision for humanity in redato race. She tries to educate
humankind that race and racism is based on humespgxtive which they have the
power to change since all people regardless ofucatequire equal treatment. By using
Ifemelu, the protagonist to set up a blog that @entnainly on racial matters, Adichie
attacks the West for employing political correce@s a ploy to avoid discussing the
deep seethed issue of racism. Still in the saneevilew with Parul Sehgal Adichie says:

| think race as it has been constructed in Amerioakes it almost

impossible for people of different races to hawea conversation about

race, let alone understand how the other persds. f8®ry-telling helps.

Strong telling can be an entry point. (1)

Adichie concludes that as she writes about rackction, it is her way of “exploring,
guestioning and experimenting” (1). By questionisbe is able to experiment in that
people are able to respond to her fiction .Howetgis goes beyond fiction when in
reality the white world responds as seen in onthefcomments by Kathryn Schulz, a
reviewer of her novel, who says:

Still, none of this triumphs my admiration for Clamanda’s grasp of

dynamics, and her precision and fearlessness irmatbimg them to the

page. | found myself laughing ruefully from recagng myself and my

country...(3)

Further still, in regard to racial discriminatiordighie’s philosophy is that Africans need

to challenge oppressive structures like racismoiih setting up the blog she makes
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scathing attacks on the white racist society byoskmy their offensive and prejudiced
attitudes. Here too, Adichie subverts the sterantypf Africans by using Ifemelu as a
woman and African who succeeds in the world of nebdbgy in the West. Her vision for

African women is to rise above obstacles.

Adichie’s vision is one that stresses the valuéanfuage as a form of African identity.
She critiques Africans who mimic white ways likecNolas who is described as one who
“spoke to his children only English, careful Englisas though the Igbo he [Obinze]
shared with their mother would infect them, perhapske them lose their precious
British accents.” When speaking during a debatedtitChimamanda Ngozi: How will
history depict the African Woman?” Chimamanda sadye need to find ways to value
our language” (1). She goes on to add that shds fin‘silly’ that some Africans are
afraid to speak their language. Through portragingracters who display certain traits in
relation to African culture she passes across lemsage. Ifemelu, Obinze, Ojiugo and to
some extent Dike embrace an African identity whereharacters like Nicholas and
Emenike are used to ridicule Africans who try toitate western ways. Obinze and
Ojiugo are proud to speak Igbo while in Americaitidly when Ifemelu arrives in
America she is hosted by Aunty Uju who vehemenibpases Ifemelu’s manner of
speaking in Igbo to her son Dike. She also ensilna&sher past is shrouded in secrecy
such that Dike does not know who his father was #@edkind of person he was. If
anything she deceives him that she was a secora twifThe General and not his

mistress.
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However by the end of her journey to America, Ifeimeonvinces Aunty Uju to allow
Dike travel back to Africa with her. Here he is elib trace his genealogy. This is
comparable to Barack Obama’s experience in hisbaagoaphyDreams from my Father
as he weeps at his father’'s grave loaded withlibaght of the frustration he witnessed
in Chicago of the gap existing in his roots and th# of it was connected with this small
plot of earth an ocean away...” (430). Dike too beary American citizen with his
origins in Nigeria makes a trip to the very housefather once enjoyed an affair with his
mother. He heads back to America as a teenager hasofound satisfaction in the
knowledge of his ancestry. On top of this he ledNigeria as one who though he cannot

speak Igbo understands it perfectly. (424)

In Americanah Adichie uses hair too to make a political statem&he advocates for
African women to maintain natural hair as a symbbltheir pride in their African
identity. She discourages and at the same timetsejbe idea of relaxed hair which
according to her is an indicator of conforming ke twhite norms. This message is
interpreted in Ifemelu’s blog posts and through tise of the character Wambui, the
president of the African Students Association e of the blog posts titled, ‘A Michelle
Obama Shout- Out Plus Hair as Race Metaphor’ Ifarhdk at the media for makeover
shows which present black women with natural Hat ts coarse, kinky or curly in the
“before” picture as ugly and pretty in the “aftgricture. But she makes fun that in the
after picture someone has taken a hot piece oflmaath singed the hair straight. She
ridicules blacks who would rather run naked in street than be seen in public in their

natural hair. She goes on to make a statemenshk®ahas natural kinky hair which she
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wears in cornrows, Afros or braids. She also shgen’t want relaxers in my hair- there
are already enough sources of cancer in my lifg &5 (297). Wambui, also convinces
her to crop her hair and tells her that relaxing’stair is like being in a prison since it

cages and rules a person and from there on Ifekeglps natural hair.

For Chimamanda, education is a vital tool in figgtimale dominance and racism. She
spreads the message that there is need for wonsset twerself free from the shackles of
patriarchy and classism by acquiring education. lkara lack of education may make

some women unable to liberate themselves.

Adichie believes in strong ties to the homelandvikig been in America for thirteen
years with a good job, a thriving blog, a home akderican citizenship, Ifemelu
voluntarily returns to Nigeria. Even though she lestablished a successful life in
America, she has a deep desire for home. Speadkiaggh Ifemelu’s voice Adichie says:
Her blog was doing well, with thousands of uniqusiters each month,
and she was earning good speaking fees, and shea Heltbwship at
Princeton and a relationship with Blaine...yet ther@s cement in her
soul. It had been there for a while...a bleakness laorderlessness. It
brought with it amorphous longings, shapeless dgsibrief imaginary
glints of other lives she could be living, that ot#lee months melted into a
piercing homesickness...Nigeria became the place avhgre was
supposed to be, the only place she could sink dwats rin without the

constant urge to tug them out and shake off tHg&)pi
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The statement above signals a critical vision @l@mamanda has for Africans and that
is the need to return to their roots. In an in@wiwith Carl Wilkinson titled “I Left
Home to Find Home” she describes her strong sehaétachment to Nigeria when she
says:

| feel a strong sense of connection. | can go laaky ancestral village

and walk the same dusty path that my great grameifgirobably walked

and it gives me a strong sense of being rooted.
Yet in another talk she voices her feelings by sgyi am fearlessly proudly Nigerian,
fearlessly proudly African. Nigeria is where my hHea.” This statement is indicative of

her strong ties to the homeland.

Overall, Adichie has a great vision for women. $hdilled with hope that women in
society should be liberated from oppressive strestuShe has a vision that they should
make a move by leaving oppressive situations t $ielf-fulfillment. This is reflected in
Aunty Uju who embarks on a journey which resultsher freedom and independence

following an unhappy and unsatisfying relationshigh Bartholomew.

Adichie’s vision too for women is that she advosater women to create support
networks. Women should reach out to one anothershade their problems as seen in
most female characters through the spirit of disted. Ginika is always available to
provide Ifemelu a shoulder to lean on. Ifemelu hemoout to Aisha and at the end of it all

stable relationships are formed.
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Adichie also offers a vision for women to achiemepewerment by displaying a sense of
hope. Ifemelu is able to heal from her sexual entanuthat bruised her as a new arrival
in America. She achieves personal fulfillment enmeggtriumphant despite having

encountered challenges like racism and economisspre. Adichie’s message is that
with determination and strong- will and putting breh obstacles encountered there is

hope in future.

Another vision Adichie has for the African womanthe need to embrace a harmonious
relationship between men and women as seen in Baulaaad Ifemelu, and Ojiugo and
Obinze. This acts as a source of inspiration thahen and women come together,

domination of women will be eradicated leadinghe transformation of humanity.

This chapter will thus conclude that ChimamandacA has a clearly spelt out vision
for African immigrants in relation to the West. Thleapter identified that racism is one
of the main forms of oppression and that Adichlesaa stance that all humanity should
be treated as equal beings. It also concludeshbatuthor presents the oppressive male-
female experience of African immigrants in the Wiestmpress on African immigrants
the need to realize that Africa equally has ecowcoopportunities to offer just like the
West. The chapter concludes that by the writers afsthe homecoming narrative, she

advocates for a strong tie to the African heritage.
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CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION

This study sought to examine the challenges unaerpy African female immigrants in
America and Britain. Chapter Two of this study,sed on how Chimamanda presents
female characters that undergo various challengdsamalysed how these characters
respond to them. The study shows that these clgaléeare as a result of interconnected
forms of race, class and gender oppression. Thim fof oppression is reflected in
racism, stereotyping and male dominance. For exampist characters encounter racism
as a major challenge .The women characters overtoimehallenge of race in various
ways. Our protagonist Ifemelu, takes lead to redptm these challenge by subtle
resistance like attacking racist attitudes throblig posts. She sets up the blog which
she uses to attack white superiority. She critighes mannerisms, hypocritical nature
and is able to create a forum to share experiegetting the worldview on racism. Aunty
Uju relocates to Willow where the whites are frisndompared to Warrington whose
residents displayed racist attitudes. Matters edléb class too result in characters like the

three hair braiders facing economic pressure.

The nature of whites stereotyping Africans is daradled by the African immigrant
characters in forums like the African Students Asstion where they speak on the need
to be proud of their African identity, for exampma Ifemelu’s first day in college she is
invited to attend the African Students Associatioreeting where the students in

attendance advice her to retain her culture muckhasmay be forced to pick some
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American mannerisms. They also poke fun at somerisare mannerisms like touching
in public which makes them burst out in laughted #rey end up getting relief .Much as
this is therapeutic, this use of reversals is thcate that whites may regard Africans as

primitive yet their behaviour is questionable.

Another challenge faced by women in the West, & tf patriarchy. We are presented
with women like Aunty Uju in America and Ojiugo Britain whose men are entrenched
in a cultural practice that serve their own inter@sis is seen in the manner in which
both Bartholomew and Nicholas display selfish antheritative behaviour. Aunty Uju is
able to overcome this challenge by telling off beyfriend Bartholomew. She reminds
him that she caters for everything including payimghis car. Aunty Uju then packs her
bags and relocates to Willow with her son Dikestart a new beginning as an assertive
and independent woman. However, the form of mateidation which is experienced by
Ojiugo is not overcome. This is because Ojiugo &eepted her status as a wife and
mother for the sake of security as a married wonddiinough we do not get to know
whether Aisha the African hair braider achievespeal fulfillment by getting married to
Chijioke, her encounter with Ifemelu proves to i@ only an eye opener but also
therapeutic. The reason for this being that Aishaable to learn from Ifemelu that
Chijioke who is Igbo like Ifemelu can marry a dgimbm a different cultural background.
Chijioke, has always given Aisha the excuse thatchenot marry her since she is
Senegalese this excuse is a clear indicator thgibkdhis not keen on marriage but has

been exploiting Aisha sexually.
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The third chapter explored the immigrant expemeotmale and female characters .Our
focus was on whether men and women experience ithenigrant status in a similar
manner or if there are differences. From our amalye are able to draw our conclusion
that male and female immigrants share a commonriex@e in regard to issues like
racism, stereotyping and economic pressure. Howneze are also glaring differences
in the male experience when contrasted to the feroak. The female characters are
portrayed as closely-knit; they bond by creatingiaonetworks to enable fellow female
immigrants to navigate their way in the host countdowever, the male African
immigrant characters, on the other hand lack hisifof kinship. Their attitude towards

the new arrivals is shadowed by hostility couplethwxtortion and blackmail.

Kiruku in discussing patriarchy in his bodkomen’s Liberationsays it is male-
dominated to the extent that men may wield poweravhere and that “the power of
patriarchy is reflected in its ability to absorlegsures of superficial change as a defence
against deeper challenges” (14). Kiruku explairet tn patriarchal mindset is slow and
difficult to change since it is rooted in principlef control, competition, domination and
hierarchy. Kiruku's point of view clearly explainte situation as it reflects in the
combative male relationship of African immigrarntse male immigrants having wielded

a lot of power as a result of patriarchal structuretheir mother country (and may not
feel powerful due to being destabilized by theimigrant status) would want to exert the

same power on fellow male immigrants in the West.
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It is worth noting that Adichie uses the returnrative to collapse stereotypes of Africa
as an inhospitable continent and Africans as alpesho have no attachment to Africa
and prefer to settle in the West as immigrants hdreliegally or illegally for that matter.

Chimamanda Ngozi debunks this myth by using charadhat portray Africa as a place

worth returning to and where one can achieve sgcces

Overall, at the end of this analysis we can coreltitht Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
shows how her characters are marginalized first@sen and secondly as Africans and
how they are able to negotiate in their own ternesdtate of being immigrants much as it
is presented as a challenging notion. Through Wanthe President of the African
Students Association, she learns the art of brgagilences in regard to discussions that
attack Africans and Africa. Marginalization of felmammigrants is seen when they
search for jobs in America and it proves to be lasiee affair. The jobs they can afford
to get are of low status either working as nanolewaitresses. However through sheer
hard work they manage to get into successful caragrseen in the lives of Aunty Uju
and Ifemelu. When Ifemelu finally gets a steady amadl-paying in a white-owned firm,
one day she decides to quit out of choice and tedlkie white manager surprised.
Through sheer hard work, the two women, that istalju and Ifemelu end up hitting
the ceiling and buying homes in America. Interegtinlfemelu sells hers to relocate to

Africa which surprises most people.

The critical aspect in this analysis is that Chimada Ngozi Adichie is able to direct this

narrative towards an African feminist perspectivhich Filomena Steady idfrican
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Feminism A Worldwide Perspectivdescribes as African patterns of feminism that can
be seen as “having developed within a contextuleavs human life from a total, rather
than dichotomous and exclusive, perspective” (BjsTs seen by her ability to portray
the challenges faced by both male and female imantgrand how they fight the same
battles. However women still have to engage inrthéun battle not fought by men. This is
by fighting man himself as represented by patrigrak the enemy. This battle is won
directly or indirectly. Some of the women like Ayntju get totally liberated, while
Aisha gets relief by sharing her experience, furtttge she gets enlightened on matters

affecting her relationship.

Adichie uses Obinze the male protagonist to pordragw perspective in gender relations
in that Obinze collapses traditional stereotypelés@and promotes new gender roles.
This is exhibited when Obinze is projected as apmamon to women and one who is
very supportive of women by being willing to listéa their problems. He performs
household chores like cooking at Ojiugo’s home. ¥ve able to trace that Obinze’s
culinary skills are as a result of his mother'duefice .When Ifemelu visits his home his
mother asks him to serve her a drink, bring theosmut of the freezer and join her in the
kitchen. A description is provided on how mothed @on proceeded to prepare lunch as
Ifemelu relaxed and watched. Ifemelu then concludbsze’s mother ‘*had taught her
son the ability to be, even in the middle of a alpsomehow comfortable with himself.
(70).” When Ifemelu commends her for the delicisosip as they eat, she retorts that her
son Obinze prepared it. She then questions Ifemehhether she knows how to cook in

which Ifemelu responds in the negative. Here Chianasha reverses gender roles where
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in traditional structures girls roles are housekagpvhile boys avoid the kitchen and sit
as they wait to be served. The opposite happelisraslu relaxes and Obinze cooks then
serves her. Chimamanda portrays that male and éerokgs should be complementary in
nature which captures her belief that ‘roles shooéd based on ability, not on the
reproductive organs you were born with.” (More lee). This complementary

relationship between men and women is advocatedyf@teady’s African feminism.

Ifemelu and Aunty Uju liberate African women and aeperfect example for them by
shaking the metaphorical mountains of neo-impeamali male superiority and
domination, backwardness and race off their backsey are transformed from
immigrants who experience marginalization and disicration into women who portray

strength and resilience.

The hypotheses that female African immigrants feaeous challenges that are worth
our study and that the male-female experiencesfo€akh immigrants are diverse have
been tested. The research has also shown thati@dezans towards an African feminist
standpoint that advocates for a complementary rfieshale relationship and that she has
a clearly spelt out vision on African immigrantenkinism as a theoretical framework
has served a critical role for it has proven thbgpotheses right. | recommend that
further research oAmericanalthrough the use of other theoretical perspectlikespost
colonialism and psychoanalysis may enrich our ustdeding of the immigrant

experience.
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