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'1""1•• J I' . i !.:j·c.1s1.:.ry:[01111S 1-;-".iin part 0 f

!y~ ~,.... u~; ni Lli.on) in current prices. The hu i Ldi n.j
a nd ('o',--:l r uct ion industry contributed in t h i.syear
:1:£ Ie "1.'=':.>. : ':";.~.j.(.:-_ ",;;,ic;;is 47.82 j". of t h.: to a I
.i nvcvr rrc n t s .in 1')77"
In 1977 t~-le total added assets .in t.h e form of moclc r n
dwe I LJ.r<]S and no n resi.dcntLa L buildings wa s 22.65 %
of the totill in~estments.

Buildin9 costs 021 n be subdi,vi ded into costs of
materials, plant, equipment, labour, overhead, profit ctc.
Although not explicitly specified in general it can b8
said t~~t for middle cost housing labour is 25 % of the
total contract sc.rn. Building materials 50 % and the
rerna.inder 25 % al.'e[or plant, oqu i pme nt.. overhead and
profit. (2) Expc nd Lt.u.rc on building materials can
be ca Leu lated at some 4- 6 % of the GEN:~Rl\L DOJ'IjESTIC
PRODUCT (GDP). In 1977 the GDP was KShs 32404/- and
therefore 4-6 % i.n KShs. 1296-1944 million.
These figures indicate that, compared to the overall
economy, the building industry is a Very important
component.

This lecture deals with housing t.echno Loqy and materials
science. It will cover subjects like materials and
labour requirements for housing development projects.
Also local and imported building materials and its cost
implications will be briefly discussed.

Building materials:

Assurni~g that not everyone is very familiar with building
._~~te~~als it is necessary to discuss briefly the various

building materials to be used for housing projects.
Secondly it may be interesting to study some aspects of
new materials development in Kenya. mainly in order to
reduce the importation of materials and to save foreign
currency.
Thirdly there is the aspect of quality control and
(design) standards that need to be considered.


