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O~L':'; .. LJ nuLl i o n) rn cu r rc nt; prices. The bu i.Ld i nq
and corrs tr u c t aon j ndu s t r y co nt ri bu t cd in this y e a r
l:f~ lS'~. ;:<~ r: 11 :iJ_,;', ,...Iii ch is '17.82 % of the t o t.a I
in vc:.-t; ;:,::T L_ sin 1 ':0 7 .
In 19-17 the t ot.aI added assets in the: form of modern
dv.c L !':c.Yl':I'c; and nun rcsi.dc nt i.aL buildings was 22.65 %
of th-:.: total in\'2:-:;tmcllts.-

BuiJding cosls can be subdivided into costs of
materiClls, plant, :?quipmenl, labour, overhead, profit etc.
Although not explicitly specified in general it can b0
said that for middle cost housing labour is 25 % of the
total contract sum. Bu i.Ld i.nq materials 50 % and the
remainde:c 25 % are for plant, eq.uipment, overhead and
profit. (?) Expenditure on building materials can
be calculated at some 4-6 % of the GEN:GRZ\LDOMESTIC
PRODUCT (GDP). In 1977 the GDP was KShs 32404/- and
therefore 4-6 % in KShs. 1296-1944 million.
These figures indicate that, compared to the overall
economy, the building industry is avery important
component.

This lecture deals with housing technology and materials
science. It will cover subjects like materials and
labour requirement~ for housing development projects.
Also local and imported building materials and its cost
implications will be briefly discussed.

Building materials:

Assuming that not everyone is very familiar with building
materials it is necessary to discuss briefly the various
building materials to be used for housing projects.
Secondly it may be interesting to study some aspects of
new ma t eri.als development in Kenya, mainly in order to
reduce the importation of materials and to save foreign
currency.
Thirdly there is the aspect of quality control and
(design) standards that need to be considered.


