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B TRACT 

Women play a very important r 1 in rri ·ulturc in Kenya however, they are accorded little 

attention. Inefficient infmnuti n nth I' d of women's participation in agriculture has shaped 

their under-estimation in ~1 •n ultu al economy and hence neglect in policy issues. The main 

objective of thi · stud \\" t explore the "invisible role" of Kenyan women in agricultural 

producti n. The ·tud al o ought to identify and analyze the socio-cultural and economic factors 

that contribute to the in isibility of women in agriculture. 

The research adopted cross-sectional research desip;• Descriptive method was used for tb.e stuc!y 

to describe the relationship between factors influencing the participation of women in agricultural 

production. The research utilized both quantitative and qualitative methods to collect data. The 

quantitative data was analyzed through the SPSS while qualitative data was analyzed thematically 

along the line of specific objectives. 

The tudy revealed that ocio-cultural and economic factors significantly influ nee agricultural 

productivity and vi ibility of women in Agriculture. The organization of hou eh ld lab ur was 

cen to be g ndered and ba ed on exi ting hierarchic or e tabli hed pov er tructur v ithin U1 

family tern. The tudy re caled that " m n are gen rally pr cnt n the fir ·t ·tagc f the 

agri ultu al value.: hain (land pn.::parati n, 0\ ing, weeding and harve ting) but they do n t 

dir tl 'b n fit fr m thc agri ultur I pr uct. h de ·i i n on ak of agricultural pr du t lei 

I i •itl1 tl1 m n hou hold . 



Further, the study has revealed that m n' limited access to agricultural production resources 

such as land, credit and farm input ' ntribut I low agricultural production. Land is usually 

required as collateral (: · urit ) t r r dit but women are not usually the registered owners of the 

land they farm . Man w )tn ·n 'ann tenter into contracts such as credit agreements in their own 

right but through lh ir · u . he high illiteracy level and limited agricultural information was 

een to hav a ignificant influence on the low agricultural production amongst women in the study 

village. Fewer " age income amongst women especially in joint, informal and private sector 

contribute to male dominance in agricultural production. 

Further, women's perception and low decision making level also played significant role in 

undermining women's participation in agriculture. The study revealed that impmtant decisions 

uch as application of farm inputs, use of credit and sale of agricultural products remains the men's 

domain. 

The study recommends that in order to improve women's visibility in agriculture, the perceptions 

and attitude of individuals should be changed to enable them appreciate their culture while at the 

arne time recognize the importance of the role women can play in agricultural production. 

Legal right are difficult to enforce if they are not een as legitimate; thu recognizing cu t mary 

land right nd working with mmunity leadt.:r i c cntial t en urc that v om~.:n' right , ar 

prot ted . 



1.0 CHAPTER ONE: BA K R DT THE TUDY 

1.1 Introduction 

Agriculture is<.: ·ntrall) lh · liv ·lth d ·of' the rural poor and in the attainment of the Millennium 

Ocvcl pmcnt 10ul · (MD s . gnculture can be the engine of growth and is necessary for 

reducing p ert ru1d fi d in ecurity, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa (IF AD, 2000:7; World 

Bank, 2007: 127). In Kenya, the agricultural sector is one of the main drivers of economic growth, 

contributing nearly a fourth of the country's gross domestic product and employing close to eighty 

percent of the rural population (GoK 2010). The role 11f a~iculture in the overall econom·c 

development of Kenya and indeed sub-Saharan Africa therefore, cannot be over-emphasized. The 

country's socio-economic and political development is heavily dependent on agriculture. 

Agricultural growth is indeed a catalyst for growth in other sectors through back-ward forward 

linkages. It is on this backdrop that agriculture has been recognized as one of the pillars necessary 

to support economic recovery in our Vision 2030 Blue Print. The reform in agricultural practices 

tc boo t production are therefore, central to economic progre s in many of the African countries. 

In the \\-"ider ub- aharan Africa, one-third of the population alm t 200 milli n pc ple, ar faced 

with f d in curity. ne-half f the p pulati n live in extr me p erty, n le than n d liar 

p r day. e\'ent per ent live in the rural area and d pt:nd n agn ulture which a ount for 3 % 

P. '1 he ituation i m de wor c by the fa t th t ur rt:gi n ntinue t) rl:p rt a 

d pin ri ultu I pr u tivit I the w rid such A i, 



and Latin America (MDG, 2013:17). h int mati nal development community has recognized 

that agriculture is an engine f gr ' th and po crty reduction in countries where it is the main 

occupation of the po rand thu· r nn th ha ·kbonc in development (World Bank, 2009:13). 

ln Africa, lh · invol m ·nt f' men in agricultural development is defined by the gender division 

of labour which ari from one society and culture to another. Within each culture external 

circum tance influence the level of activity (Nigist, 2004:11 ). This explains why the agricultural 

sector in many developing countries is underperforming. Women, who represent a crucial resource 

in :!griculture and the rural economy thr1J11gh their roles as farmers, labourers and entrepreneur'" , 

almost in all societies are not yet recognized as important actors in agricultural development and 

even face more severe constraints than men (SOFA and Cheryl Doss, 2011:3). 

Various studies (Fabiyi et al., 2007:696; Onguono, 2009:69; FAO, 2008:58; Karki, 2009:24) have 

shown that women have historically used agriculture as one of the strategies to address poverty, 

improve livelihoods and also to maintain the stability and sustainability of their families. Rural 

de elopment in Africa cannot be imagined without the active participation of women who ~ rm 

an integral part of farming hou ehold . They are in ol ed in o er half of the farm activille in 

many dcvcl ping c untri , bear m t 

contribute to hou h ld ' 11-h ·ing thr ugh th ir inc m g n 

Thi i ' i I nt in d vel< pin' untric u h 

K rki 

t p lu ti n n t th 

lh p untri 7: 

~ d e urit and 

; 1 ' 

m I K. n '\ 
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have played an important role info d pr du ti nand food security. Women constitute more than 

half of the agricultural labour; 70 p nt f lricultural workers, 80 percent in food production 

and take up to 60 to 80 per' nt l)f mark tin' (Fabiyi >t a/., 2007: 196; Kehler, 2001 :36). 

In order to impro · lh · 'apa 1t of frican countries to meet their food demand, women's roles 

have to be rec gnizt!d and they hould be given equitable access to and control over the land, credit 

facilitie , e ten ion ervices and improved tools as well as membership in cooperatives and other 

rural benefit . They should be given their share over all the properties (Winrock, 2001 :5). Indeed 

development-will remain an illusion so long as we continue to. igvore women who represent the 

major force for rural changes, largely as an un-tapped resource that could boost rural development 

and lead to higher growth rates and increased food production (Nigist, 2004:1 ). 

In recognition of the foregoing, many governments and non-governmental organizations are trying 

to help women get recognition from society which they are part of. What is more surpri ing i that 

mo t omen themselves do not realize that they are prevented ,.rom owning what they de erve, 

recogniti n and appreciation of their contribution in agricultural economy ( verholt, 1 I :4). 

nder tanding the dynamic proce e of change therefore, i crucial to b tt r p iti mng f the 

~.:dor lor faster gr wth and u tained d e1 pment, which i ita! f, r f, and li clih 

f r milli >n men and " omen " orld'\: ide. 

ntributi n fw men in a ri ultun I 

ari in quanti f • n th ir c ntributi n. l A I 97:1 indi' tk that 

m n nd nt f th m m t d untrk 



responsible for half of the world fl d pr duction, a cntiment supported by Dommati et al., 

(2011:115). 

On the contrary, another •r UJ f r • · archer· argue that despite their significant role in agricultural 

producti n, u pr ·i · me ur f women's contribution to food production is impossible to 

establi h. Women d n t produce food separately from men and it is impossible to disaggregate 

men and women contribution either in terms of labour supplied or in terms of output produced. 

This re earch paper therefore, aimed at contributing to the gender debate in agriculture by 

assessing the role of Kenyan women in Agriculture and the factor~ t.h"'~ hinder their full recognition 

and participation in agricultural development. 

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Women are the most important actors in the food chain which begins from farm production, market 

and intra household distribution of food. They play a lead role in post-harvest activities such as 

shelling of grain storage, processing and marketing. They ar also becoming increa ingly visible 

in farm tasks" hich traditionally have been designated as male pre erve , thus breaking gr und in 

typical male d minated areas uch as land clearance and gr wth of cash crop . W men there[! r , 

remain the enter pic e f fi d e urity and hold the key t a und and healthy ec n my. 

However, de pitc th c ntral r Je f w men in the c n mic de cl pmcnt f the c untry, the 

have mu h m than their m I c unt rp rt c. pc ·i, 11 in the n.:J of 

rc..: rt ( ua 2010:14). 



Women continue to face major so io-culturnl hallcngcs and thus their contribution in agricultural 

development often remains in i ibl n l rdativdy low compared to their potential. Kahane 

(201 0:3) asserts that traditi m ·tn I ultural norms arc the major challenges that limit the access of 

women to agri(.;ulturul lllJ ul. th r ·b leading to the invisibility of women in agricultural 

development. lnl ·nn· f wner hip of property, particularly land, the women of this country have 

no equal right c mpared to their male counterparts. In addition, the dominance of men in various 

income generating acti ities highly affects the economic empowerment of women. Lack of 

awarenes in our society, has also contributed to women's role not being recognized. Lynda (1991) 

noted that '"'"= Eve- in a society in which there ~s substantial lev~l of gender inequality. The 

inequality in the provision of education reflects the deep rooted tradition and values within the 

ideological, political, economic and socio-cultural structure of societies (Kasente, 2003:50). All 

these combine to restrain women's' ability to increase their agricultural productivity and income 

and therefore, women farmers remain generally invisible and voiceless; their contribution to 

agricultural production livelihood and food security notwithstanding. 

tudie done in the ubject area (Linda, 1991:1 ; Fabiyi et al., 2007: 196) have fi cu ed mainly on 

in i ibility of worn n in agricultural production and ha e failed to determine the f ct r that mak 

worn n invi iblc in agricultural pr du ti n. 

Th urrcnt tudy thcn.:fon.: w intended t fill thi 'OP by c Hating the mpiri ul evidcn c n 

th p · ip ti n ricultur li l thc ur ·c , nd 

il iti ann l th int rrd.tti n hiJ 

th t un nnin K l n rn n 



The study was guided by th foll wing r , ' r ·h que tions: 

• What arc th :ocio ·ultur,\1 and onomic factors militating against the visibility of 

wom n' s parti ·irnlt n and ntribution to agriculture in Karachuonyo? 

• How do · · ·i - ·ultural and economic definition of women and men's roles and activities 

in agricultural pr duction enhance male dominance and insubordination in agriculture in 

Karachuonyo . 

• What mechanisms and policy recommendations can be prescribed in order to address the 

socio-cllittO.·.U ·and economic constrains that .~~akes women's . part cipation io agriculture 

obscure? 

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF TilE STUDY 

13.1 Overall Objective 

To explore the "in isible role" of Kenyan women in agricultural production 

• .3.2 Specific obje tives 

pecificall the tud et out to: 

• ld nti fy the mtc fa t r that make w men ' parti ipati n m 

gri ulture in Kara hu nyo 1 alucd and in 

• na\~ Z\.: ho\\ o io-cultural and ccon mic c n tru ti n f w men and men' r lc · and 

th iti m iculturc cnhanc m· h: d min·mcc.: ·hi! p rp tu tin' fcm, I 

ultun;· 

• I pl m h ni m dr m th mi un lh \ m c 

m n' nm ilh nh n in' th ir in ri ultut 



1.4 JUSTJFICATIO 0 H DY 

Azahari (2008:2) rev ·ul: that. th r i · ' idcncc indicating that the elimination of barriers to 

women's access to pro it~ · tiv · r · urcc can lead to the productive participation of women in 

agricultural d ·I I m ·nl and , men can earn recognition as important players in the development 

proce . 

The study provides very important contribution to the wide range of materials that is now rightfully 

seen as gender studies.lt will encourage the government and NGO's to focu~ i h~ir programmes 

on rural development and promote women independence in agriculture. 

The study results has the potential of increasing the understanding and generating social awareness 

of gender issues in agriculture specifically the critical contribution made by women in society and 

rural development. 

The tudy re ult if\ ell taken into account will draw the attention of policy maker planner. and 

that they can appreciate and recognize w men' ec n mi 

formul ting n ti nal p lici , trat gie and budge . he tudy may 1 

uti n in 

mmunit 

rncmb r , dev lopmcnt e. pert , p licy maker and th r tak h ld rs c n emcd m mmg up 

lin with thew m n' i ·sues idcntifi~.:d. 

r ·n 
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1.5 SCOPE AND LIMIT TIO ll TUDY 

The research was limited to f·trmin ' h us~holds in Karachuonyo constituency. The researcher 

chose this group of p · pi· l au • · · active farmers in the study area, they understood well the 

predicament f f ·mal fanner· in the community. The study specifically explored the socio­

cultural fact r affecting the participation of women in agricultural production in Karachuonyo 

constituency. The e are the factors that seem to have major effect on agricultural development in 

the study area. 

Gaining entry and earning the confidence of the people in the study village proved difficult. The 

researcher was a visitor in the village. Consequently, it took time to establish a rapport with the 

informants. A considerable amount of time was spent interacting and learning about the villagers 

who would be willing to participate as informants. 

Some of the villagers in the study village were old and this paused a challenge. First, majority of 

them were inacti e in agriculture and thus were not familiar with contemporary factor affecting 

women in agriculture. Secondly, the information they provided wa ba ed on their memory f 

agricultural pra tice . The re ult was that the rc earcher had to pend a great am unt f time 

waiting for tht.:m to n.: all me of the m[i rrnati n and thi required a I t fpc ·c erancc. 

An thcr challenge um.:d during the data c lie ti n. t of the-. men, e pc iully the ag d, 

.,. n:: illit t . 1 h m n.: C t that tht.: rt.: archer wa du akd intimid tt.:d man f tht.: ddt.:r and 

rnlth rt blc. u ntl ', they -. ·ac r lu t·mt t 

h r in nn n th t th 111 I tu 



learn about the factors affecting worn n in ngti ulturc, the villagers were much more at ease and 

began to discuss the i sues mor 

The research wus c )11 lu ·t ·u Jt a tune when informants were constantly occupied with their 

household ch r, · hi ·h mad 1t difficult for the informants to sit down and answer questions. The 

researcher had to rganize e ening interview sessions with some of the informants who had the 

intere t. Some informants were not interested in answering questions especially young women. 

They preferred to participate in a gainful pastime. The fact that the researcher was a student and 

could not gi e ±~m-what they expected was a setback in the data co! ec-ti0n process. However 

others were willing to participate without remuneration. 

1.6 DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

1.6.1 Agriculture 

Agriculture is the science, art and occupation of cultivating the soil, producing crops and rai ing 

livestock. It i tl1c very basis of civilization. It is the food we eat, the clothing we wear, the material 

of our home , the gardens around u , and many of our tradition and value . The term al include 

the financing, pr ing, marketmg, and di tribution of agricultural pr duct ; farm pr du ti n 

upply and t:rvice indu trie ; health, nutrition and [! c n umpti n; the u and c n crvatt n f 

land and \ akr rc ur c : d vel pmcnt and mamtcnan c of rc rcati nal r · urcc ·; and rdatcd 

t m. h 

i ultu 

n um 

I, p litic l. cnvironm ntal and cultur. I chara kri tic f thc r d and lib r 

m lud the financin •, prt c In' nark tin •, . nd di trit uti( n ( r 

uppl • d indu tri · h lth nutriti n m I lt 

pm nt n m int n 



of recreational resources; and related e on mi , 

characteristics of the food and fib r · t 'm. 

iological, political, environmental and cultural 

1.6.2 cnd('r 

cndcr i · ddin ·d b F ' the relations between men and women, both perceptual and material. 

Gender i not dett:rmined biologically, as a result of sexual characteristics of either women or men, 

but is con tructed ocially. It is a central organizing principle of societies, and often governs the 

processe of production and reproduction, consumption and distribution' (FAO, 1997). 

1.7 ASSUMPTIONS OF THE STUDY 

The assumptions of this study were: 

2.0 

• The gender roles differentiation in agriculture is structurally and culturally defmed in ways 

which create and reinforce relationships of male dominance and female subordination. 

• Women's role in agricultural production in Karachuonyo constituency is invisible owing 

to the ociu-cultural factors . 

• Addr ing the ocio-cultural barriers that limits women' participation in agriculture will 

enhance women performance in agricultural pr duction. 

II PT RT\V IT R 

2.1 lntr du ti n 

revi lit turc rei \' nt t the tud pl nd in line with the I iii. 

li l men 111 

in i ultu it lli 
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performance in the agricultural e on m . lt furth r looked at the theoretical and conceptual 

frameworks underpinning the tud . 

2.2 The Po ition and th R I' f \V m n in Agricultural Production 

ln mo 't 'Oci ·ti ·., m n' , r le in agricultural activities are understood, direct and clear. However, 

women' r 1 in agriculture i not clearly recognized. Hence a clear picture of women's 

participation in agriculture is necessary. Mehta and Jarial (2012:2) asserts that the word 'farmer' 

is perceived as addressing a man and seldom a woman and this is even reflected in the policies and 

n!'ltional agenda of ::n:wy countries and thus women continue to remain 'irmic;.!Jk' farmers. The 

face of an Indian farmer therefore, remains a man's face. Planners, extension staff and decision­

makers still do not perceive women to be farmers, though investigations conducted in selected 

states in India show that more than 60% of agricultural operations are performed by women, the 

fact that they are more women farmers is simply not reflected in any government record or 

programme. This situation is enhanced by the fact that these professional are often male and they 

do not adequate!] recognize the agricultural work of women. FAO (2011 b:3) asserts that, men arc 

le familiar" ith the pecific need and priori tie of women and might encounter diffi ultie in 

targeting th m b au e of pecific io-cultural n rm . Policie and pr gramme frequently 

vcrlook the w men farm r . 

I I 



up to 80 per cent of food in Africa, women wn nly 1 per cent of the land in Africa; receive only 

7 per cent of extension servic and I pt.:r nt fall agricultural credit. Women farm either within 

male-headed hous holds or ' I · h ,1 1: f h u c..:hold themselves. In the conclusion, the paper 

acknowledges the rol • w )Ill n 1 Ia in agriculture and suggests that agriculture should be 

feminized. 

Women play important roles to help their families and communities meet their food demands. But 

the most surprising thing is that the community has not significantly understood the effort that they 

exert in the last several years. Women are involved in . gricultural and P.lf{ll development 

representing more than half of the labor required to produce food consumed in developing 

countries (Etenesh, 2005:49). One problem here is reaching at common understanding as to how 

female farmers are perceived in society. Observations indicate that a female farmer is commonly 

perceived as a co-farmer and as marginal players in agricultural development particularly by those 

individuals with significant influence; research, extension and development practitioners (Tsehai, 

1991:89). 

Women ar ften farming without benefit of the improved input and ervtce rc uir d [i r m re 

pr ductivc and rcmunerati c agricultur . The parado i m t b i u 

it i me female 

II l rgctcd f r training, c. ten i n n.: c rch tc hn l g r impr \'t.:d 

it produ ti it. in th 
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Rural women are the most marginalized gr up in t nn of their needs, while being the people who 

produce almost 80 percent ofth fl d n, um din mo t of Africa's rural areas. Moser (1993:11) 

echoes the sentiment wh n · h~.: that \! men are "an untapped resource that provides an 

economic contribution l) d ·v I m nt ' and that "development processes would precede much 

better ifwomc;n ur full in rp rated, instead ofbeing left to use their time unproductively". For 

thi rca n, rural v omen hould be involved in on-going development initiatives which will enrich 

their liv 

2.3 Gender Differences in Roles-and Activities in Agricultural Production , 

According to Collette (1991: 1), women's role and responsibilities in terms of content and context 

have important implications for their status and position in society. In Kenya, the organization of 

household labour is gendered and based on existing hierarchies or established power structures 

within the family system. Gender role differentiation is also structurally and culturally defined in 

ways which create and reinforce relationships of male dominance and female subordination. Ideas 

about what patterns of beha iour and activities are appropriate or inappropriate fl r women and 

men are largely ocial and cultural in origin and they are acquired through th cialization into 

diftl rent role on the basi of ex. In the cour e of ializati n pr ce , alre dy xi ting 

tcr\.: typ ab ut w men are rdnfl reed and there 1 a tr ng ultural emph i n cx-appr priat • 

b~.:haviour u cd a ba i f d tcrmining future ccupati n tatu f m nand\ men. JUidcd 

p tri hal prin iplc women in K achu n o ted, and en uragcd to c. hibit th 

•hi h rtra thc..:m uhmi tvc rti\ ~.:, cmotic n II ,. nn nurturin ,, 
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Kenyan women have played a traditional r 1 f motherhood and home makers in both rural and 

urban areas. However, their work h . n \' r b n limited to the household and the family. The 

women arc activ ly involv d in 'Ill ,1 ·1 t · f their ociallife. Women are producers, procreators 

and active participants in th • · ial and cultural activities of the community. However, the 

imp rtant rot · · U1 , pla ha"· n t al ays been recognized, their participation in the economy has 

not been valu d [! r a 1 ng time and they have not received their share of the nation's wealth. 

Without equal opportunities, they have lagged behind men in all fields of self-advancement. 

Women'~ producti ity is pr~dominated in the processing and mC~rketing of food, re ,.i, ~' food 

processing and industries. In rural areas, women are engaged in a wide variety of economic 

activities including the construction of houses, land cultivation and harvesting, and food storage 

(Amarech 2004: 13 ). However, women's work in the agricultural sector has often been erroneous! y 

documented as marginal and they have been considered more as consumer than producers. Women 

have secondary status within the family and in the society, which is why they get little credit for 

their productivity. Hence, worr.en continue to be regarded a an appendage to th family and a 

con umer but not as producer . It i important to under tand how cond]tion of women ha e 

changed and the need for the country to mobilize the lab r of w m n t ptimize human re urce 

in the vcrall c n mtc d cl pment f then ti n. 

Y w men in dcvcl ptng ountri havt.: a dir t nt ct ' ith the natural cm·i r nrncnl a th 

\ 'l men <. n urn r 

lin h \'C 
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role has not been recognized. Worn n r e1 n r muncration for their labor, no monetary or 

material gains and no b n fit in lu UI tim ~ ~;n to improve their living conditions (Mokonen, 

1996: 15). The point i not th·1t Wllll ·n :\hould place themselves above the need of their family, or 

that their need and want· ·tr · imilm t{ those of urban women with higher income. Rural women 

pend their tim in 1 r du ll\ · acti ities, which directly benefits their families and society in 

economic term . There hould be some terms for their productive services and of providing 

incentive fi r them to produce efficiently and use their energies meaningfully. 

Rosh an and Khurana (20 11.! 9, ;>ointed out another factor that .• eeds to be taken i11t0 :Jccount. 

Certain tasks, activities or entetprises may be regarded as male or female. For example, women 

typically gather forest products for fuel, food for the family, fodder for livestock and medicinal 

uses. Men more often cut wood to sell or use as building materials. In order to secure sustainable 

and equitable management of forest resources, therefore, both women and men need to be 

consulted in the design and implementation of forestry projects. Similarly, where live tock is 

concerned women and men often own different animal species and u e different anim 1 product . 

Policie or programme hould target the needs of both men and women. It i therefl re, important 

to include worn non both the planning proce of the different organizational in titutt n 

afc •uard th alarming rate fen ironmental d gradati n. 

igning ntributi n gri ultural output b g ·ndcr i al pr lcmati b~.: ·uu in ml ·t 

m n r~.: invoh·~.:d in r p produ ti n. R archers h 
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shows that while there are gendered putt m f r pping, the distinctions between men's and 

women's crops do not hold up w ll u c them to make inferences about men's and 

women's relative contribution tt ( rc lu ti n. In addition, gendered patterns of cropping may 

change over tim . 

2.4 The ocio-cultural factors limiting women's participation in Agricultural Production 

2.4.1 Women s Land Rights and Customary Systems 

According to Action Aid (20 11: 19); Bikaako and Ssenkumba (2003: 24 7), for women farmers 

- . ' - th . 1 d . . ,._• ' c b . ,. lih d -.1c<... .... ~s w la11u and havmg COiltrOI over err 1an I~ esse11ua: Of - astc 11ve oo , mor . cconomie 

independence and a way out of poverty. However, in many communities, access to land is 

governed by both statutory and customary laws. Customary laws emerge from unwritten social 

rules derived from shared community values and traditions. Customary laws limit women's rights 

on land to secondary level, mainly derived from patriarchal households. This law underpins 

patriarchal system of traditional authority to reinforce patriarchal values which di advantage 

womer.. anc! lace them to subordinate role in the society ( AT!...S!A, :?f)()l :49). 

Marriage h b n a primary mean f getting ac e t land under cu t mary y tern f tenure in 

ub- aharan frica. nmarri d w men have littl a e land ecau , th y aP n t ll \ cd t 

inh rit prop rtie in m t patrilineal · ietie while WIVe have c.:tter thdr hu band. ' 

I nd thr ugh mani l: thu l: ·urity of marriagt! bl: tnl: m ~ r rc urit I tcnur 

v1 n I ml 
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Some customary laws give son c ·lu ·iv ri lht to inherit land and other properties whereas wives 

and unmarried daughter · ha th • ri 1ht t< be supported. Pre-existing customary norms in some 

matrilineal socidic · in fri ·au · d t allow widows continued lifetime rights on their marital land 

which pa ·scs on t mal hei after their death (Davison, 1988: 17; Nzioki, 2002:94). But, this 

practice i not n e arily adhered to as land gained value. Widows are becoming vulnerable, and 

sometimes forced off their deceased husbands' land by their in laws or by their own sons. 

Customary laws generally sanction male authority over women, (community customs and 

traditions supp~!t land allocatior.. to the males). Under customary law~, all property acqt~i!"pr~ iJy 

the spouses except personal goods, belong to the husband. 

F AO asserts that many countries ha e extended formal legal rights to women over land inheritance 

and ownership. However, customary practices and the inability of many women to assert their 

legal rights means those formal legal provi ion are oft n not [i llowed. Traditi n remain tronger 

than law when it comes to land i sues. Opposition from land reform authoritie , pea ant uniun , 

village authoritie and male hou ehold head can fru trate land reform effort to extend legal land 

right to b th ingle and married " omen. 

c ording to 1anuh (I :9 and id 2 11 ), \ men farmer ften get the p re tland 

inf rtil d nd far fr m watt:r m II pi c fhmd part r ught and 
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their families (subsistence or "high-ri k lm -yi ld" fanning). Commercial farmers who produce 

crops for sale arc mostly men. nl mm r ial fanner arc regarded as "economically active". 

The Kenya'· n ·w ~.:on ·tituti n m nt1 n · that "every person" is entitled to own property and 

equitable accl.: ·s to hmd. H "e er the constitution fails to mention the rights for women and does 

not acknowledge the gender di crimination of land rights in the past. According to a report entitled 

'The National Land Policy: Critical Gender Issues and Policy Statement', only five percent of 

women in Kenya own land (Mbatiab, 2010; Wanyeki, 2003:150). 

F AO (2009) agrees with the sentiment that women be allowed to access land either directly or 

indirectly, as the majority have limited or no access to or control over land. In some African 

countries, women are rarely allocated land in their own right, particularly in patrilineal 

communities. Land is allocated to men, who are the heads of household. Women in matrilineal 

societies on the other hand are allocated land in their own right, but the land is till commonly 

controlled by their husbands or male c~an heads (FAO, 2009). In the tudy village, men an.::; th\,; 

one who have full owner hip of property and any valuable go d in the hou ch ld mu t b long 

to the head of the hou ehold. Thi , of cour e i in line" ith their culture. 

ccording t Lu ultun::, a woman i n t in a p iti n. or rather i n t entitled t ' n an kind 

of , lu blc p I nd. Thi ha bc\.:n the ultur f r man 'gcncrati n ·md, pp· r\.:ntly, 

till d n t k I th t it i tl . ri •ht t 
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it. As society continues to position men a l own r of property, it is clear that these customs 

and practices hold Kenyan worn n b ~ n I hindt:r their total economic development (Mbatiah, 

2010). 

2.4.2 Fnrm Input 

Better 'ccd ', ilmn t 1 and quipment, manure and sustainable alternatives to fertilizers and 

pesticides will enable v omen farmers to farm sustainably, be more productive, and achieve food 

security. However it is often very difficult for poor women farmers to get what they need to 

improve their farming. As smallholder farmers, they are not regarded as "economically active" 

auci are excluded from nembership of fanner Groups fuld •.-uup ral.i ,re::;. As a result, they lose oui. 

on Inputs available to members such as seeds, tools, and services (Seshu and Malavika, 1989). 

Most women farmers do not own even simple farm tools like hoes or harrows. Many women 

farmers know traditional ways of preserving seeds and other genetic material of plants to produce 

the next crop. They are told that new genetically modified seeds will produce much better crop 

but then they \vi!l b.., !''reed to buy "'xpensivc new seeds every eason. 

Mo t women farmer do not have acce s to expen i e equipment uch a pi ugh and tract 

ecd , fertilizer and other inputs ar u ually pa ked and ld in big quantitie ·uitablc [I r 

commercial farm (FA , 1994). 1 t fanner· Ia k informati non the nght typ' f farm input 

u and the appr priate time f application of the 
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Most women farmers cannot afford to bu th input they need and it is difficult for them to get 

loans. Women arc not the r cogniz d ' n r ' fth' land they farm and most credit providers want 

land as collateral for loans. •t v ·rnm ·nt :s ·h~m~s t provide (subsidized) inputs often do not target 

or benefit women n · mu ·h u · th · h uld. P or infrastructure makes it difficult to get input (Action 

Aid, 2011). 

2.4.3 Unsuitable or Lack of Extension Services and Training 

According to Lucy (2003) extension services provide advice and training to enable farmers to use 

. 
new inputs and methods to farm more productively. Technological developments and the impacts 

of climate change are making extension services ever more important. Women farmers especially 

smallholders have a lot of challenges that hinders them from accessing extension services and 

tr .. ammg. 

Extension services are mostly designed for commercial farmers who grow cash crop but mo t 

women farmers are smallholders who grow subsistence fo d crop . Almt.r t al: e t.. .. n i n rker 

are men and fe, ha e b en train d to provide the ervice and information that' men -mallh Jd r 

farm r ' ne d. Fe\ women ha e been trained as xten i n work r . xten i n ervi e pr ider 

u ·ually cxp ct women to g t ' her the arc, but then; m y be · ci I, cultural )r rcligi u tab) 

ain t d ing (A ti n Aid, 20 I 0). 
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("Structural Adjustment Program " r quir paymt.:nt for services that in the past were free to 

farmers). 

According to akb and tl ·t ( I I the agricultural sector extension service plays a key role in 

dis cminating kn , l dg . t hnologie and agricultural information, and in linking farmers with 

other actor in the economy. The extension service is one of the critical change agents required in 

transforming ubsi tence fanning to a modem and commercial agriculture to promote household 

food security, improve income and reduce poverty. However, there is limited access to extension 

services in most parts of the country with the Nqti'Jnal extension staff: farmer rati" standing at 

1:1,500. This situation has hindered most farmers from keeping pace with changing technological 

advances. There is therefore, need for recruitment of more extension staff and the involvement of 

NGOs to increase access of extension services to farmers. 

2.4.4 Access to credit and Finance 

Loan, finance and .::-edit arc essential sc that women srr.allholder fanners ~.an p ... ~; , r input t· 

improve farming and de elop mall busine s enterpri e to emp " er them elve ec nomically. 

Women mallh lder farmer ar often n t regarded "real farmers" and that make it cry 

difficult forth m to get loan f redit [! r fanning. There arc f " bank or mi r -crcdtt hcmcs in 

rural .
1
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has to give permission or even sign on h r b h lf).Without access to credit, it is very difficult for 

women subsistence farmers to d v~J p mall bu incs enterprises and empower themselves 

economically. Those who g t I )(\ns fr m unr gulatcd money-lenders can end up hopelessly in debt 

and lo ·c everything. 

The problem ofw men' acce to micro-credit is lack of awareness and importance of women's 

productivity role both for national economic and women's right. Women are better managers and 

serve to increase their income and to escape from poverty when they get credit support and micro­

fmance facilities (Lindia, 2005; Action Aid 2011). Many credit associations and efi[!Ort crop 

market cooperatives limit membership to household heads in many African countries, thereby 

excluding married and single women (Manuh, 1998: 13). Women face greater difficulties than men, 

particularly with regard to participation in rural cooperatives and access to credit, training and 

agricultural extension. 

These difficulties rarely flow from explicitly discriminatory norms, as legislation on these i sues 

is in most cases gender neutral. Rather, they mainly arise from cultural practice and stvre type 

(e.g. on women' role within the family and on interaction between per n of different exe ) 

and from cio-e onomic factor (e.g. as for acce to credit, women' higher illitcra y rate , 1 k 

of infonnation a ut a ailabl credit pr gramme la k f land title t be ffcn.:d a llatcral, 

more limited a e t [i nnal emplo)mcnt, and e. lu i n fr m cr~dit c p 'rativc 

nguono 2010:- not~ that women d n t hav~ access urc uch finan ~ r th 

n l pi nn~d projc t 
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According to Linda (2005), micro-tinnn c nd 'r dit upport are part of an integrated program for 

poverty reduction for the p r • ·t p' r 1' r~.:ation of accessibility for credit and micro-fmance is 

an entry point II r w men' e n nile, ocial and political empowering. On the other hand, because 

of their illiteracy, ab ence ofbu iness management capacity, lack of exposure to information about 

the importance of credit and micro-fmance for income generation, lack of confidence and fear to 

risk taking to borrow loan etc., affect the economic empowering of rural women . 

. '\.ppropriate training on the proper management and dissemination of informatior: .:J.bout 

importance of credit and micro-fmance for empowering and income generation to poor rural 

women has to be undertaken by development agencies and government to ensure poverty 

reduction. It is recognized that one of the most promising means for women empowerment is 

supporting women to have their own sources of income. However, many constrains prevent 

women's involvement in the male-dominated world ofbusiness and commerce. These range from 

dominance that creates pressure on women to los:; of economic independence and confidence. 

2.4.5 Agricultural Research and Technology 

Re earch is e entia! to develop better crop varieties, methods and technology for su tainable 

farming in thi time of climate change. Mo t re earch focu es on commercial crop and farming 

method that r quire hea y machinery and highly kill d lab r. There i little funding for re ear h 

n the taple [I d cr p gr wn by women, c p cially the mdigen u 

1 'non.: W( men kn g · oftr diti nal am1ing mcth al din:r it 
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Women sometimes lose their land right hen n w tc hnology (such as advanced irrigation) makes 

the land more valuable (Action Aid, 201 

2.4.6 Market Service 

Access to mark t , relin le in£ nnati n about markets, and competitive pricing are essential for 

economic empowerment of ~ omen. Most smallholder farmers keep on producing the same 

product, and take it to the same market at the same time. But if there is too much of the same 

product on sale, or if it is not a product that people want, or if competitors can sell more cheaply, 

prices will go down and farmers will get a low return for their labor. Difficulties that women 

smallholder fmmc:rs face include: lack of information about markets; poor roads d.Ird transport in 

rural areas, high cost of trading licenses, middlemen who take the lion's share of profits and 

officials who demand bribes, they lack facilities and skills to add value to their produce and do not 

belong to marketing cooperatives that could help them negotiate better prices (Action aid, 2011). 

2.4.7 Education 

Education is one of the significant factors affecting the participation of women in agricultural 

development. Rad et al., (201 0:5 j agree that education is one of the unportam fa .v:s ti1.1t i.~t.:!p 

development to be realized. The purpose of education (formal and informal) as tated by Rad et 

al., (20 l 0:3) i to communicate accumulated wi dom and know! dge from one generation to the 

next. 

ondly cduc tion cnh ct.: a ti c participati n 111 11111 ti n and th de cl pm~.:nt of nc.;\ 

knowk~ ~;;:. ni et I. 2004: ) furth r rguc.; that du , ti n cnh n c the abilit to <.krivc.;, d\.:, 
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Organization/United Nations Educational, ienti fi and Cultural Organization [F AOIUNESCO] 

(2002: 12) note that better education , n trai ning have become essential for sustainable 

development and for rural cc n mi ' t 'ur ive. A study conducted by the Natural Resources 

Management and nviromnenl 0 partment 2010: 1), reveals that, illiteracy is a major constraint 

facing women in development. 

Women are Wlable to Wlderstand and utilize technical information because they lack basic formal 

education. This department also reveals that, because of their illiteracy, women farmers are Wlable 

to :ead and Wlderstand the written mate .. ~al provided by ex.t~nsion programs that educate farmerf ... 

Penin (1999:12) supports the latter sentiment by arguing that, education has a relationship with 

fanning progressiveness. The reason is that there is a positive correlation between education and 

fanning. 

In addition, as noted by Anselm et al., (20 10: 128), education plays a significant role in positively 

influ..,ncing the status of women in farm decision-making. He states that highly educated women 

are likely to make a higher contribution to farm decision making than uneducated ones. A tudy 

conducted by Ani et al., (2004: 13) on the relation hip betwe n ocio-economic characteri tic of 

rural women farmer and their adoption of technology howed that educated women farmer 

farm te hn 1 gie at a higher rate than le educated p ple wh c ntinue t u m re 

rudim ntary tt; hn 1 gy. Therefore, cducati n f rural w men 1 imp rtant [i r thc1r pr grc ·i c 

Particip ti n in u t inabl dcvcl pmcnt. R vind r t a/., 2 :52 n lc th t 
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argue that, factors such as early marriage plac a gr atcr bw·den on household labour and acts as a 

barrier to girls' progress in education. 

A study conducted y undu (20 : 1 0 reveals that one of the major factors that affect women 

in farming is illiteracy. It \ as argued that this constrains one's access to needed farming 

information. Gundu further argues that even though there may be available reading materials for 

farmers who want to improve themselves, women in the village are ultimately limited by their 

illiteracy. Gundu noted that illiteracy among respondents seriously inhibited their ability to access 

and use agricultural information to achieve and sustain household. "aod security. She further notes 

that the illiteracy situation limits women's capacities to access agricultural training, credit, 

Participation in economic activities and also access to information from other relevant 

organizations, not to mention the post-harvest and surplus management offered. She adds that the 

lack of education also affects the reception of services such as extension, as generally, adaptation 

and diffusion of innovations is often slow among the less literate populations in society. 

From the literature reviewed, several barriers affecting women's participation in agricultural 

activitie have been identified. Even though there are laws and policies which enable women to 

freely acce credit facilitie and benefit in Kenya, in mo t rural etting , the e women are not 

making u e f uch re ource . A the literature uggest , worn n are inhibited fr m practi ing 

a tivitie th y de in; and th ir right are d ni d by the ial n nn and cu t m fthcir tclic . 
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2.5 Overcoming socio-cultural constrains that limit women's participation in agriculture 

According to F AO (2011 a: 18), car full d" i Yn ·d p licic , strategies and projects can work within 

existing cultural norms, through lh publi · and private cctors, in ways that benefit both men and 

women. Specific rc mm ·nduti n [! r cl ing the gender gap include; access to land, markets, 

technology exten i n, and fmancial ervices. 

Legal rights are difficult to enforce if they are not seen as legitimate; thus recognizing customary 

land rights and working with community leaders is essential to ensure that women's rights are 

protected. Strengthening traditional use-rights for widows and di'!O!C~'-<l '.yomen may provide more 

secure tenure for them even in cases where there is resistance to full ownership. Relevant training 

is also required for staff in the various institutions that carry out and enforce land rights, including 

land registries, cadastral offices, titling agencies, land magistrates and courts. Gender-balanced 

employment in these institutions can also help. Where appropriate, officials' performance should 

be evaluated against gender-related targets (Ikdahl, 2008). 

The involvement of women's organizations in the process can facilitate the achievement of gender 

equity targets. Furthermore gender targets for access and tenure ecurity should be monitored and 

official held accountable for meeting them. Rai ing women' legal literacy, incre ing the 

di cminati n and a ce ibility of information and e tabli hing upp rting legal ervice arc 

e nti 1 in pr m ting g nder quity in land pr gramme . gal ht ra y mean that " m~.:n an! 

w c ofth ir lt.: aJ ri 'h and kn w h w they can be cnf :yc I and pr ll: ted. 
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Officials responsible for implementing land pr gramme must actively educate both men and 

women regarding gender equity pro i i n ibility of joint titling, rather than treating 

the decision as a private matter b tw ''n 'P us~;; (Ikdahl, 2008:8; Brown, 2003). Civil society 

organization can c in ·tnunental in pr moting legal literacy. In Mozambique, when land 

legislation wa integrated into literacy programmes or when non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) distributed land law information repeatedly over a long time, women were more likely to 

know their rights to land (FAO, 2010:43). 

According tc Schuler et al. (1997), access t0 credit empowers nromen by increasing their 

sovereignty and decision-making within the household. Amplified autonomy may allow women 

to attain unrealized goals by improving their bargaining position in the household. It is generally 

observed that women have little control over their credit and often do not always consume their 

loans themselves but act as representative of male family member. Most women are willing to take 

up jobs to supplement their family income by participating in income generating activities. 

However, majority of them do not have the required skills. Access to finance at affordable rates 

for poor women is necessary and development agencies should begin to turn their efforts towards 

utilizing credit as a development tool. The credit program al o tend to help greatly in changing 

the attitud of men to the role of women in the hou ehold and the community in general. 

The maj r pr blem [i r women with rc pc t to tcchn I g1 arc th ch 1c f t chn 1 g1c and 

th ir r thcr than their vail bilit . he :~.::vic\: 1 7 and the 

4 • upr rt thi m ·Iu i n. Rdah.: 1 

thi i th r in rc 1 ult o th I k l I impr )\ mcnls 



in this area (Moock, 1976). To address thi , lab w· aving technological options for a broad range 

of activities performed by women n d t b ~ in rp rated in a complete technological package. 

To the minimum this hould in ·lutl' p ·thru-vt:st processing and storage in addition to crop 

production. 

Greater attention to institutional and organizational needs is necessary for better identification and 

dissemination of suitable agricultural technologies and inputs. These should be accessible to all 

farmers; including women (Goodell, 1984). Women farmers have relatively difficult access to 

technology, pa!~tJy dee to their work loads. There is _:eed for programs u:itlt ~pecial emphasis on 

women; for example, reaching women farmers with extension education using different techniques 

from those commonly used. 

Financial institutions, governments and NGOs should offer financial literacy training to ensure 

that women can compare products and make decisions based on a clear understanding of the 

characteristics and conditions of the products available (Mayoux eta!., 2009). Such efforts could 

involve steps such as disseminating information and promotion materials in places or through 

channel that women can acce s with simple application procedures and adapting them to women' 

literacy and numera y level . Simplify in urance contracts and communicate their condition u mg 

language and example that le · -literate women can e ily under tand. 

Women r m in i nificantly ovcrn.:prl! ent d am ng the illiterate. Impr ved a cc t edu ·ati 11 

d b tt r-qu lit du ti n will h lp roou (me or the \\' l 1C g p untl, more imp rtantl ', all \\' 

\ m n to iv ' ilthlc I< them. In ountri whc1c • •ri ultur · 



is a major source of employment for women, kill building should address relevant skills and 

knowledge gaps and focus on 

Maluccio, 2003). 

and vocational training (Quisumbing and 

Lenders and other financial in titutions hould promote a gender sensitive culture throughout their 

organization (World Bank, FAO !FAD, 2010).Women should be consulted and included in 

discussions, decision-making, planning and provision of services. Marketing strategies, promotion 

and services delivery should be gender sensitive. 

I -

2.6 Theoretical Framework 

2.6.1 Gender Planning Approach 

The Moser Gender Planning Framework is a tool for gender analysis in development planning. It 

was developed by Caroline M0ser with the goal to free women from subordination and allows 

them to achieve equality equity, and empowerment. She developed this framework for a gender 

<md development (GAD) approach to development rl:m.11ing and further :::xpanded it into a 

methodology for gender policy and planning. The framework is based on Moser' concept of 

gender role and gender need , and her views on the way policie hould approach gender and 

d velopment planning. 

'[ h Mo cr g ndcr planning frame\ rk \ a [! und t c suffi 1cnt [! r thi tud . h fram w rk 

mph izc th imJ >rt n of gcndcr rdati n nd in lu c ti tfl it, ti • c1 1pirical fa t . It . 1 ) 

r n I th t mn ri • t hi v h ,, b n 



categories are practical and strategic gender n d whi h arise from inequalities that exist between 

men and women. Societies pre crib g nd r r I ba cd on ex hence the condition of the people 

arising from the gender divi ion of In ur r' ·u)t into practical gender needs. 

Moser (1993: 27- ) draw attention to the fact that women's 'home-maker' role is only one of 

multiple roles they perform. She mentions three main roles of women which she refers to as the 

'triple role of women which include; women's reproductive, productive and community managing 

roles. 

2.6.2 Relevance of the Theory ro the Sl:uoy 

Moser's categorization is useful, in that it makes women's work visible and emphasizes the 

diversity of their domestic, commercial and communal responsibilities. The workload of women 

is often underestimated due to the tendency of considering only the salaried work to be 'real' work. 

Secondly, the concept of the triple role of women demonstrates the common perception of 'male 

breadwinner' and 'female home-maker'. Further the framework includes gender disaggregation, 

control of resource and decisio:1 making within th_ h•.)usehold . .:I'he framework acknowledges.a 

political element to gender planning and assumes that the proce swill have to deal with conflict . 

The framework j intended to a i t planner to identify" hat worn n' equality and empowerment 

would mean in pra ti e, and t determine t what tent a d el pment interventi n upp rt 

greater ~.;mp " crmcnt. he framcw rk pro ide ix t I t examine cl ment fa pr ~ t • d ·tgn 

m t d terminc nd c if it ftc t thl.! five J; 1 r~::tll lc · ,f cqualit either 

11 II or itivcl . 



2.6.3 Conceptual Model 

The findings from existing literature pr i i d th ft undation for the conceptual framework of this 

study with the outcome variabl ' b in l I t ·d. Ace rding to the above discussed concepts and 

theories, the r earchcr argu ·d Umt ther are both pull and push factors that influence women's 

roles and participati n in agri ultural production. Pull factors are those elements that enable or 

encourage women's role and participation while push factors are those elements that hinder 

women's role and participation in agricultural production. The study made use of the adjusted 

model recommended by Onam eta/., (20 1 0) for assessing how gender of a household head affects 

other variables which influence agricultural production. Onam >'t .al., (2010) posited that gender of 

household head does not directly influence agricultural production but rather indirectly through its 

effects on other variables. For instance, time allocated to agricultural activities depends on 

gender/sex of household head. This is particularly pronounced in the Luo social set up where 

women's roles and responsibilities are different from those of men due to the fact that, apart from 

engaging in agricultural production just like men, they also do engage on non-agricultural 

productive and reproductive roles such as child care and other household chores. This directly 

influences scale and intensity of farm operations apart from indirectly affecting production. 

Similarly, gender affects labour supply due to the fact that female headed hou hold ' 1ze tend 

to be maller than male headed hou ehold (Tiruneh et al., 200 I). The pr p ed framev rk added 

v, lue t the nam ramew rk by inc rp rating m re independent aria I ; farm upp rt ervi e , 

nd land right d cu t m, ry y terns. hi! framework depicted the rei ti n hip bet we 11 a ct r 

ind p nd nt vari bl ; , nn t input , time ill ted t a •ri ultural · tiviti . n n-furm in me 

ann 1 pp<: rt I nd ri ht nd th d p ndcnt \ '\rhbl • •ri ulturnl 



production) with gender of Household Head treat d as a moderating variable. The conceptual 

framework is shown in Figure 2.1. 
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3.0 CHAPTER THREE: RE E R H IETHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This section outlines the methodology used in the study. The study was based on the qualitative 

and quantitative research design in the collection of data. A combination of interviews and 

reviewing of secondary data was used to ensure the reliability of the data collected in the study 

area. The chapter also ~eluded the sample size and th~ . sampling procedures, ~ata collection 

methods, data analysis and interpretation and the ethical considerations observed during the study. 

3.2 Research Site 

The research was based in Karachuonyo. Karachuonyo Constituency is in Homa-Bay County in 

the former Nyanza region, along the south shores of Lake Victoria's Winam Gulf (Fig 3.1). It has 

a population of 162,045. Education levels in Rachuonyo are low- according to the KNBS {2009), 

about 80% of the population have not gone beyond pr1mary level education while only 18% 

attained econdary level education with women at the lower end of education pyramid (KNB , 

2009). Thi mean that majority of the women in Karachuonyo are illiterate or emi-literate and 

rely on agriculture for urvi a1 '\i hile orne al o engage in petty trade and ther infl nnal acti itie . 

In ddition, m t w men pro ide the bulk f agri ultural lab ur whil m t men eng ge in 

ultcmative non-farm a tivitic in rda to cam inc me [I r family xpenditure need ( nam, 201 ). 

in Ut r in m tin ti\ iti lik lt ' tr h:. 



This labour burden is most pronounced among D male headed households and widows (Onam, 

2010). Karachuonyo covers about 500 Km- r which 0% is of a great agricultural potential 

(arable) with rich cotton and lonm : ils. !though classified as semi-arid, the Constituency 

normally experiences th · long Mnrch tay easonal rains that support production of short life­

cycle crops like hybrid maize, rghum bean , tomatoes and vegetables. 

Farmers along the lakes and rivers are also engaged in all year round production of maize and 

horticultural crops (vegetable, watermelon and tomatoes) through pump irrigation (KNBS, 2009). 

The black cotton oils f0und in mo t parts of the constituenc:.~ .. enables farmers !o e'·ow cotton that 

is used by local cloth industries to make fabrics. In addition, most of the Karachuonyo residents 

keep indigenous cattle (zebu), sheep and goats with few exotic dairy animals and poultry farming 

(Onam, 2010). 
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observe the problem under study. The cro - ti nal rc earch design was employed by obtaining 

a representative random sample of mal and fcmal" fanner . Descriptive method was used for the 

study to describe the relation ·hip b tw 'n fa tor influencing the participation of women in 

agricultural producti n. 

The research utilized both quantitative and qualitative methods to collect data. Data was obtained 

from both primary and secondary sources. Primary data was collected directly from respondents 

using semi-structured questionnaires. Key informant interviews with local provincial 

administrators and agricultural extension officers were also used to complement the questionnaire 

tool. Secondary data was collected through reviews of available literatures on agricultural 

production in the study area. The respondents were drawn using various sampling procedures. 

Quantitative data was analyzed using the SPSS package while the qualitative data was analyzed 

thematically along the study objectives. Study conclusions are based on convergence of evidence 

through triangulation of results from the different methods used. 

3.4 The Study Population 

According to gechu (2004), a tudy population is a well-defined et of people, ervice , element , 

and event , group of thing or hou ehold that are being inve tigated. Mugcnda (200 ) de cribe 

tudy p pulation as the t tal p pulation " hich the re earcher pecifie in hi 

tudy p pulati n fi r thi tudy c mpri d fall th 5 • fann r in Kara hu ny 
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3.5 Sample Population 

Gallet al., (1996) define a sample as n p rti n r n population chosen by some clearly defined sets 

of procedures to rcprc cnt the larg r pulati nand used to draw references about that population. 

Kachuonyo Con titucncy com ri · f e en (7) ounty Assembly Wards (Karachuonyo West, 

North, Central, Kibiri Kan aluo Wan'gchieng' and Kendu-Bay Town). Each of the county 

assemblies has between 8-1 sub locations. The sample population for this study comprised of 

randomly chosen men and women farmers in Kawiti sub locations. The unit of analysis was the 

individual farmer. 

3.6 Sampling Procedures 

The sampling for this study was based on two-stage probability random sampling procedure. The 

seven county assemblies formed the primary sampling units (Enumeration Areas). Out of the seven 

country assemblies, Karachuonyo west was randomly chosen. Through convenience sampling, 

Kawiti sub-location was then selected by the researcher from the initially chosen county 

assemblies. 

The ample frame- a list of hou eholds from the chosen sub location was obtained from the 1 cal 

as i tant chief. An initial inquiry with the local provincial admini tration had put the total numb r 

f fanner at 7 9. repre entati e ample iz of 50 fann r '> as then ele ted [t r que ti nnaire 

intcrvic'> ·. The h u h ld t participate in the tudy w re rand mly n by u e f "rand m 

mpling r c . In ddition. the kc intonnant " ere purp ivcl c1 ted 

n th b·1 i of th ir ·p rt knov.·lcd 'C blc < n ccrt in i u r 'ardin , the tud t pi •. 1 h k . 

in m1 nt in lu f th I r. th hi I md i t lilt ·hi I, , ill 1 <: 



elders, men and women who have knowledg on land wner hip and traditions that undermines 

women's full participation in agricultur . 

3.7 Data Collection Mctbod · 

Data Collection i the pr e , of gathering data and measuring information on variables of interest, 

in an established systematic fashion that enables one to answer stated research questions, test 

hypothesis, and evaluate outcomes (Lescroel, 2014). Data collection methods refer to the device 

used to collect data, such as a paper questionnaire or computer assisted interviewing system. 

This study employed the following methods; 

3.7.1 Questionnaire Survey 

The main tool for data collections was semi-structured questionnaires. A questionnaire is a 

research instrument consisting of a series of questions and other prompts for the purpose of 

gathering information from respondents (Fowler, 1988). The researcher administered part of the 

questionnaires and the rest were left with the respondents to fill at their convenience. The questions 

covered such areas as; personal d:1ta, fa:nily information, education levels role .,__f · ... 'n .r· in 

agricultural production acce s to land and their tenure security, acce to exten ion, credit, 

in~ nnation and other upp rt service , their level of deci ion making and why women continu 

to remain invi ible in agricultural pr duction. The que ti nnair was pilot te ted and ne e ary 

c rrecti n done ba · d n the pilot field experience· ppendix II). 

3.7.2 K · Inform nt Int rvi w 

Key in onnant inh.:rvic ,. ar qualitative in-depth interview vith pc pie wh kn , what is 1oin 1 

n in th c mmunit nd I tli u. I nnmt in Jude.: I the It al1 r ,, in i.tl 

nt hi II Hn n 'ho 1r 



successful in farming. The chiefs and the villag cld r pr vidcd information on the land use and 

acquisition patterns in the study ar a and th 

are related to agricultural pr du ti n. 

i - ·ultural orientation of the study population that 

The extension officers provided in ights on how they deal with women; factors that undermine 

their roles and contribute to their in isibility in agricultural production while women farmers 

provided highlights on issues that affect them in agricultural production. The interviews were 

conducted in the form of a conversation where the interviewer was able to establish the general 

direction of the conversation and pursue.specific topics related to the study enquiry. 

3.7.3 Secondary Sources 

To complement the primary data, the review of secondary material was used in the course of data 

collection for the study. Materials from scholarly literature such as books, journal articles 
' 

dissertations, reports from the ministry of agriculture and lands ministry at the county were used. 

Wolcott ( 1995: 56) cited in Songelwa (2009: l 03) refers to this technique as the "art of doing 

fieldwork'\ which compri e!: ot only 'being there' with the display of courte y an. ~:ommc11 

en e, but a1 0 getting no y' through aggre ively eeking infonnation and making the 'be t u e 

of the work of other • through perusing archi al document and librarie . Thi technique all wed 

there earcher to 'repre ent fairly the ariou multiple realitie ' not nly with p ple r lated 1 the 

project, but a! with th r re ar her thr ugh their \\" rk and to trac "pattern r trend and 

tyl fbcha i r' ( in I : 61). 

\naly 1 nd lnt rpr tati n 

f d t brin rd r tru tur nd m nm the rn· lh: kl(l \:t 

n th th r h d in ' lv m in r r tin ' m unin • r m th 



data collected. SPSS software was used for datu anal i . De criptive analysis (percentages, cross 

tabulations and graphs) to show th nntur nnd th' influence of studied variables. Qualitative 

analysis was done to complement lh quantitati c methods described. This was done through 

content and thematic anuly ·is of inf< nnati n got from key informants and analyzed documents. 

According to Babbie et al., (20 10: 56) content analysis allows the researcher to examine written 

documents or transcription of recorded verbal communication. This involved systematically 

coding and organizing data into themes and concepts that address the research questions and 

objectively identifying characteristics of the message. 

3.9 Ethical Considerations 

Ethical issues in research relates to the protection of human participants to ensure the absence or 

lessen the possibility of harm, anxiety, discomfort or trauma (Coup & Schneider 2007). The 

researcher abided by all the ethical principles on research on human beings. The researcher sought 

for informed consent from every participant; at the initial contact, the researcher explained the 

study erbally, then provided the participants with a copy of the consent form (Appendix I). The 

re earcher al 0 explained to participants that they had the right to withdraw from the tudy at any 

time. The participants were al o informed that their re ponse remained anonymou and that the 

que ·tionnaire were only u ed for academic purp e · he re earcher hope that thi tudy will b 

of ben fit t the gend rand de el pment field and ub equently tmpro e the liv 

farm rs. In . dditi n. the participant \ ere inti rmcd that th~.: n.: ·u)t f the tud 

vith th m if they ·i hat no t to them •tt II. 

frural" men 
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4.0 CHAPTER FOUR: RECOGNIZIN 

AGRICULTURAL PRODU TIO 

4.1 Introduction 

HE ROLE OF KENYAN WOMEN IN 

This chapter pre cnt , th ' tindin ' f th' tudy. The findings are analysed and interpreted in line 

with the study objectiv . 

4.2 General Information 

Out of the 50 Questionnaires that were administered to the respondents by the researcher, 42 of 

the Questionnaires were correctly filled and returned. This represented a response rate of 84% 
' 

only 8 of the Questionnaires returned were not correctly filled and therefore, were disqualified 

which represented 16% of the total Questionnaires issued. Of the filled questionnaires, 68% were 

female while 32% were male. 

4.3 Socio-Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents 

Qunntitativ data w c ll t d and analyzed on dem graphic and social charact ri ti f ur y 

respondents. Respondents were asked about their age, ex, marital tatus, educational level and 

kill /knowledge in agriculture. 

4.3.1 coder Rcprc ntation of tb R pondcnt 

The tudy re p ndent included both men and worn n with majority being femal (6 %) while 2 

% were male. he high numb r f female re ·p nd nt nab led the re ear her t get m re 

inf nnati n regarding\· men' partic1p llon and \ rk I ad\ ithin th h u eh ld . he mclu j n 

ot men a tudy re p ndent wa for th re archer t under tand m n' percepti n n w men, 

I rti ip i n md p rfi nn l: in a ri ultun.:. 

J i ur .l pr nt tit n o th di trihution md nt ' •cndcr. 



Gender distribution of 

respondents 

Figure 4.1 Gender Distribution of study respondents 

4.3.2 Age of Respondents 

The analysis of age distribution of the respondents in this study revealed that majority (48%) of 

the respondents was between 40- 50 years. This was followed by the category of between 29 _ 

39 years at 29 percent. The rest of the categories recorded below seven percent. 

Table 4.1 below shows the age distribution of the respondents. 

Table 4.1 Di tribution by age 

r Percentag Age group Frequency 

I 8-28 3 7% 

j_ 
29% 29-39 12 

40-50 20 48% 

,_ 
51-60 -3 7% 

60-70 3 ?OJ 

80& b \ I 2% 

-



4.3.3 Marital Status 

The study ought to tublish th~ m·1ritnl tatu of there pendent , figure 4.2 below presents the 

findings , the finding , rc cal that 111 t f the re pondents (62%) were married, 8 percent were 

separated, and 12 percent had ne\ er been married while 18 percent were widowed. These findings 

Were interpreted to mean that marital tatus played a role in women's participation in agriculture 

because only in ituations where there was presence of a husband did the women partially 

participate in agriculture. The widowed women were visible in agricultural production while the 

separated and never married category were found to minimally participate in agriculture or did not 

Participate at all. 

Figure 4.2: Marital status of respondents 

Never 
Married 
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Level of education fr quency Percentage 

No formal education 7 16 

Primary 23 55 

Secondary 12 29 

University or college 0 0 

Any other specify 0 0 

TOTAL 42 100 

Table 4.2 Distribution by education Level of respondents 

From the data collected, the majority 23 (55%) of the respondents had primary level qualifications, 

12 (29%) of the respondents had secondary qualifications while 7 (16%) of the respondents had 

no formal education at all. None of the respondents had attained university or college level of 

education. By implications, majority of the respondents were primary school certificate holders. 

This could actually imply that resulting from patriarchy, the males who are less educated are likely 

to suppress women's visibility in economic activities like agricultural production. In addition, it 

would imply that less educated women are more likely to be overpowered by their male 

counterparts. The education le el therefore, has influence on women's visibility in agriculture. 

4.3.5 Knowledge and kill in griculture of the Re pondent 

he quantitati e data n knowledge and kill in agriculture indicate that majority f the 

r p ndcnt (5 % h, d qui red me kill and kn -. lcdg in agriculture. Am ng th ·c \\h h d 

cquirt.-d kill in a ri ultur , 21 and 19 per cnt hau ttcn<.tcd cminar and W( rk h ps r pc ti d 

r tr inin in •ri ultur . 1aj rity % < f tht: rc md nt h Wt:\'cr h: i n )t : quir d , n • 



knowledge and skills in agriculture. Thi cou ld xplain why conventional agriculture is largely 

practiced in Kawiti Sub-location. 

Figure 4.3 Distribution of respondents b · specialized training in agriculture 

Short Course Seminar Workshop None Other 

4.4 The Socio-Cultural and Economic Factors in Women's Participation in Agriculture 

This section presents the findings on the socio-cultural and economic factors that influence 

\ omen's participation in agriculture. 

4.4.1 Education, Deci ion Making and Family ize 

The tud ought toe tabli h from there pondent orne of the ocio-cultural factor that militate 

again t th i ibility oh\omen· participation and contribution to agriculture. From the finding , 

majority (49%) ofth rc pondent trongly agre d that the level of edu at ion attain db a woman 

bility to parti ipat\.: and p iti,cl) ontribut in f mily gri ultur 1 

\ 

I ' f iu ti m " mh:n' 

ni ip ti n in ri ultu th t th 



insignificant in influencing women' parti ipati n in agri ultural activities. By implication, most 

of the respondents believed that th 1 f du ation was a significant factor in influencing 

women's visibility and participuti m in a ri ·ultural production. On nature of land ownership, 

majority (50%) ofthc rc ·p md nt · nt nd that it is one of the most important socio-cultural factors 

that determine participation of indi idual in farming activities. Women who own land are likely 

to make decision on farm acti ities on their land and eventual decision on what to do with their 

farm produce. However, 8% of the respondents disagreed while another 15% of respondents 

strongly disagreed that the nature of land ownership was not a determinant of visibility and 

participation of women in agriculture. 

Further 48% and 1 % of re pendent strongly agreed and agreed re pectively that family ize i 

a detenninant of visibility of women involvement in agricultural activities; only 8% of the 

respondents were of the opinion that family size did not determine visibility of women 

involvement in agricultural activities. ability to make decision on family issues was recorded to be 

a great detem1inant of visib'lity of women in agricultural activi ie 53% of the 1csponde ts 

trongly agreed while 15% agr d that the ability to mak d i i n greatly influence U1 wom n' 

parti ipati n in agri ultural a ti itie '. nly l 0/o f the r p ndent ' di agreed that thi · fact r i · a 

determinant of vi ibility of women' participation in agriculture. 

By implication, \ 'Oill n articipation in agri ultural · tivitic rd~rs t \ men' m olvcmcnt in 

ri ullurn1 li •iti Y in thc ' lu hain in ' 'n ultur 't th famil lcvd m I it i 

cmpo vcrmcnt t th hou 

h tn tn r \ · m 1 l im lv I in ri ultu tl ti iti if 
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this woman is less educated, does not make d i i n independently, does not own land and is in 

a large family. Considering the impact of du 'ti n n improving agricultural production, the high 

illiteracy level of the respondents in thi ' ·tud ha implications in the female involvement in 

agriculture. It i even wors ' gi en th ' n entional agricultural methods still being embraced in 

the study area. 

A key informant interview with the assistant chief of Kawiti sub-location revealed the same aspects 

of women involvement in agricultural activities. The key informant said "most women in this 

village are either not educated or they just have basic education that essentially means that these 

women are less empowered ana would not dPmanrl for thezr rights to actively participate iP 

agriculture. Besides, even if they were to be actively involved, the technology they would apply 

would be primitive since they do not have any technical know-how. " The assistant chief while 

citing some instances within the community echoes the views of the respondents in contending 

that educated women in Kawiti sub-location tend to be more visible in agricultural activities 

especially on matters regarding on what to do with the farm produce. 

, . 

Further, the assistant chief a erts that the le s educated women are more visible at the farm 

preparation and production pr e but are le vi ible on deci ion made regarding the di po al 

of th pr duce. The ,.., men are limited in the de i ion making proce on when, how much and 

wh r~ to ·ell th~ farm produce. Thi bee m~ a male pre rve de pite the fa t that , m n arc 

r p nsiblc tor the produ tion proc~.: 

11v 111i nail • , om 11 in K m iti h \ 

n thcr key informant \ htlc pr~.: . ing her ic\ said: 

nd ty, matter o de i\ion makin, ar 

0 th mal . 11 im 1 'inati 11 that a ' m m 'oulclt r kt> d ;,; m on \'}1 r mel 



when to sell agricultural produce is far-fetched. Th ' ir, 'is to accept the husband's decision; in 

fact women here are not even consulted on s11 ·h issues to b ~gin with. " 

Regarding training and c lt!n 'i n' rk the assi tant chief alluded to the fact that women are often 

left out when it comes to training and extension services provided to the community. Instead, men 

attend most of the training and are the beneficiaries of extension services despite the fact that in 

real life, it is the women who are engaged in the production process. This lack of training he 

attributes to the high illiteracy levels amongst women in the community. 

An interview with the area Agricultural Extension Officer revealed that women, who were not 

independent in decision making, were less likely to actively participate in agricultural activities. 

The officer pointed out a particular case where after the family harvested their farm produce, a 

male household head sold all the produce and used the money for selfish gains. He said: 

"Independence in decision making is very important when it concerns issues to do with sale of 

agricultural produce, for instance, the other day there was a family where all their agricultural 

harvest was sold by the hu band who then u ed the moncy for J./,;l) ' of, he di appeared for weeks 

only to come back claiming that he didn't know the evil that pu !zed hirn to do that. The family i 

left even without food.'' 

A illage ldcr rcve led that mal d minan e in agricultural cti 1ti ~ a m tly manifc ted t 

th. end of the a ri ulttm: v lue chain in the viii gc. Hen ted that women' part1c1pah 11 , as m r 

f lh pr xlu ti ·, w m n \\'cr·· 1 t·,,. I · I d " < unn • an prep. rati< n. 

Ut r hut 11( t fth 

th t Ut th Lu > n t Ill 



ownership by women and as such, women ' r lc likely to economically participate m 

agriculture other than at subsistcnc I vel . 

By extension, th y cont ·nd thnt ·u h t mary laws and cultural practices promote male 

dominance in agricultural ncti itie de pite being only visible at the end of the value chain. The 

finding are also supported by the fmdings from the literature review, Action Aid (20 11: 19) and 

Bikaako and Ssenkumba (2003: 247) had earlier noted that women farmers' access to land and 

having control over it is essential for basic livelihood, food for their families, more economic 

independence and a way out of poverty. Land title and tenure tend to be vested in men, ~ifu~r by 

legal condition or by socio-cultural norms. Land reform and resettlement have tended to reinforce 

this bias against tenure for women. Compared to men, women farms are smaller and more 

dispersed and are less likely to hold title, secure tenure, or the same rights to use, 

improve, or dispose of land (ARDO, 2011). 



Table 4.4: Distribution of respondent by % on how ducation, decision making and family 

size influence women's participation in a~ri ultur 
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Level of education of women 49 17 8 11 15 

Land ownership by women. 50 15 12 8 15 

Size of family 48 18 14 8 12 

Customary Laws 
r ,.. • r l3 13 7 JL., l J 

Decision making ability in family issues 53 15 8 13 11 

All the figures are in percentages. They all show the level of different influence certain 

variables impose on the decision making process by women in agricultural production. 

4.4.2 Access to Farm Inputs 

The study sought to e tabli h the influence of women's ability to acces farm input on their 

Participation and contribution in agriculture. The result indicate that out of30 female re p nden , 

30% own and u e impr ed ed but only 17% indicated that the eed wer adequate. 1 o/
0 

f 

female resp ndent indic ted O\ ning alternati f, rtilizcr but nly 6.7% u ed the ferttlizer 

<.kquatcly. Majority of the n.: p ndcnts indicated that the land ' a cry fertile and fertilizer' a 
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30% of the female respondents owned mod m fannin t 1 , 30% indicated that the tools were 

adequate though only 6.7% indicat d u th m dcrn tools. About 6.7% of the female 

respondents indicated ownership ·m I us !' h rbicidc /pe ticides. Another 6. 7% of the female 

respondents indicated that th ·y wn and make use of the modem tools adequately. This is shown 

in table 4.5 below. 

Interviews with the village elders successful women in agriculture, sub-chief and agricultural 

extension officer revealed that farm inputs was a key factor in the visibility of women and their 

participation in agriculture. It was noted that househoids where ffum inputs especially seeds was . 

unavailable, there was no visibility of women in agriculture. A woman respondent said, "Majority 

of the people in this community especially women still apply the conventional methods like 

preserving maize seed by smoke, manual tools and not applying fertilizers and so the production 

continue to go down '. 

In the same note, a village elder said, "Manure is an important component in farming in thi village 

where majorit;. car:not afford alternative fertilizer, my wife for in:,w."lce; fr, dzarg of the rnanure 

in rny home, it i her who decide what amount hould be taken to the farm and if there i exce 

she \'ell it." 

The ar a ub-chief on the other hand aid: "In ° much 0 we all want the women to active~v 

Participat ~at all Ill, 7' ina rriculwral production, them 'n in my \llh-lo at ion ar, w domin '('rin, 

ial(l-' atth poi Ill o at • th ' remit! n r ea i(v lu rh •ir \\Om ' 11 play thi.' role. I hclh,, t there 

i n t! or n itiz Ilion in th ul -1 at ion 10 mak' m 'P opl rmd r r mel thai "omt n 01 ( 111 11 

I ann r. in th 1 ri ultu~ inlu IIJ'· " 



From the findings, it can be deduced that a t b tt r ccd, manure, alternative fertilizer, and 

farm equipment contribute consid rabl t th 'i it ility and participation of women in agricultural 

production. Women in th ·tudy nr ·a 'lr' fl 'n 'ngagcd in fanning without the benefit of the 

improved input and crvicc · r 'quir ·d [! ram reproductive and remunerative agriculture. These 

fmdings are upported by th literature re iewed where Seshu and Malavika, (1989) who contend 

that better seeds, farm tools and equipment, manure and sustainable alternatives to fertilizers and 

pesticides will enable women farmers to farm sustainably, be more productive, and achieve food 

security. 

Table 4-~: The influe ce of access to ar inputs on \II'Ome 's parHcipation in agriculture 
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Better seeds 30 30 17 23 

Alternative fertilizer 13 6.7 6.7 73.6 

Pesticides/Herbicides 6.7 6.7 6.7 79.9 

Modem Farm tools and 

equipment 30 6.7% 30 33.3 

Manure 30 40 4 0 
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between 2-9 times in 2013. About 35.4% of mal r" P ndcnts accessed extension services 

between 2-4 times while 35.2% mal and 2 . 'o r-mak n.: pondents accessed extension services 

between 5-9 times. It is believed thut t1 • • s · t ', t~n ion services is a key contributor to women's 

participation in agriculture. ln ·ituati n ' here majority of the farmers do not access such services, 

there is high likelih d that ther ~ ill be le s participation in agriculture as the yields are unlikely 

to be attractive as was revealed in an interview with the agricultural extension officer. The 

extension officer said "It is funny in this community in that whenever I come to give extension 

services, it is the men who I meet in most cases, even when I get female farmers; they prefer calling 

their husbands to deal 'r1!_jth me. f,wonde:, what can be done to boost the self-esteem. of ~he female 
. . - ~ 

' . ' 

farmers so that they can have confidence to directly deal with me". 

Table 4.6 Access to any extension services in 2013 

Access Frequency 

No yes 2-4 5-9 

. . . 
R2.6% 17.4% 35 4% 35.2% 

I • 

9.1% 
28.6% 

0.0% 
Q() QO!,. 

Female 



4.5 Socio-Economic Factors Undermining the Rol of Women in Agricultural Production 

This section presents the finding on th 

women in agricultural production. 

4.5.1 Agricultural Production R ourc 

n )lllic factor that undermine the role of 

The study sought to inve tigate orne of the socio-economic factors that undermine the role of 

women in agricultural production. The fmdings reveal that 59% of the respondents believed that 

when few women hold agricultural production resources such as land, animals, and machinery, 

they are unlikely to be visible in agricultural production activities. This therefore, means that 

possessioll•Jf agr~\,;ulfural production resources is an important facto in inflttenc'ng visibility and 

participation of women in agricultural activities. Only 5% and 8% of the respondents considered 

this factor less important and not important at all respectively. Similarly, 60% of the respondents 

opined that the fact that women perform all un-mechanized agricultural tasks and also perform 

multiple tasks thus, adding more burden to them equally contribute to their less participation in 

economic agricultural production. 

On the issue that women earn fewer wage especially in joint, informal and private ector 

contributed to male dominance in agricultural production, the finding re ealed that 5 % of the 

rc p ndent trongly agret.:d that w men earn le compared to th ir male counterpart m 

agricultural pr du ti n ventur · Thi c ntributed t their lc vi 1bility and participati n m 

· ricultural a tivitie . High input c) t \ a a! cited by % f the rc ·p ndcnts a a c ntributing 

f: tor to th I vi ibility nd l f \\Omen in ' ricultural tivitics. % \lf tli 

r r ( nd nt b 1i ,,ed th t I mtributcd t) th ir to . p rti ip. ti n 



in agricultural production. About 70% of th r P nd nt were of the opinion that market 

inaccessibility contributed to the less vi 'ibilit n iF· rticipation of women in agriculture. 

Further, lack of alternative sourc •s fin · )IJ1 \\a ' cit ·d by 60% of the respondents as a contributor 

to the less visibility and pmticiputi n f' omen in agricultural production as shown in table 4.7 

below). 

By implication, very few women are holding agricultural production resources such as land, 

animals and machinery. Most of them perform all manners of multiple un-mechanized agricultural 

t_asks which add more burden to ~em. Equally, women earn fewer wages, especiall~ · in joint, 
. - . 

informal and private sector ventures. These accompanied by the high cost of inputs; lack of access 

to credit; market inaccessibility; lack of alternative sources of income and lack of security all 

combine to render women a vulnerable group in agricultural production. 

A key informant interview with a village elder also revealed that there are varied indicators among 

women that influence their participation in agricultural production; the informant noted that 

Women who participate in agricultural production have acce to factors of production uch as 

credit facilitie and as uch are empowered and would not be dominated by their male counterpart . 

The village eld r aid. "The banks Ilaww require that one give\' ·ome fonn of ecurity to acce 

cr dit. in thi.\ village. lromen don't own land and as uch may not even "iecure credit. h(JH th n 

I . ')" E 'd 
ure th :v to h, l'i ·ihle in a ~riculwml prOluctwn. \ 'I cncc fr m the literature rc H!W al 

up rt the 
nt nd th t m ny cr iati )11 , nd c p lt.f , rop 
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Table 4.7 Socio-economic factors undermining th role of women in agriculture 

.... c:: ..... 
~ c:: ..... 
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Few women holding of agricultural 

production resources. 59 24 4 5 8 

Women perform all un-mechanized 

agricultural tasks and J?erfcnn 

multiple tasks. 60 31 8 1 0 

Low wage income for women 58 30 0 10 2 

High inputs costs 65 23 7 5 0 

Lack of Access to credit by women 68 30 0 2 0 

Market inaccessibility 0 2 2 70 28 

Lack of alternative source of 

Income 20 60 18 2 

Lack of ecurity 70 16 4 3 7 

4.5.2 Importune f kin \Vom n' pinion in gricultural Produ tion and tark ting 
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for crop protection against insects (insecticid ), P t (p ti ide) birds, time for weeding, time for 

harvesting and time for threshing, winn ' ing n I ltyin wa very important. 

The importance of ·ccking wom n' · pm1 n on land size for farming was believed to be very 

important by 59% of the re pondents. Furthermore, women's opinion on time of sowing was 

deemed to be less important in determining the visibility and participation of women in agricultural 

production. The study further revealed that 20% of the respondents believed that seeking women's 

opinion on time of manure application was important, 55% of the respondents believed that this 

was not important. About bO% of the respondents were of the opinion· thai wonu::11·::; op.iuiun ~11 

the amount and quantity of crop for sale was a very important determinant of women's visibility 

and participation in agricultural production as shown in table 4.8 below. 

Interview with village elders revealed th~t seeking women's opinion on varied agricultural 

production activities and marketing activities was important in contributing to their visibility and 

Participation in agriculture. The discussions further revealed that women whose opinion are 

ought feel part of the proce and feel less dominated by their male counterparts. The mvolvement 

of women' organization in the pro e can facilitate the achievement of gender equity target . 

Furtherrnor , gender target for ac e and tenure ecurity hould b m nitored and offictal held 

ccountable for mcding th m (F , 2011:4 ). 



Table 4.8 Importance of seeking women' opinion in agricultural production and marketing 

activities 

.... 
c:: ...... 
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Agricultural production process. 60 23 7 7 3 

Land size for crop production. 59 26 0 10 5 

Time of Sowing 0 7 10 28 55 

Time of manure application. 20 9 9 62 0 

Amount and quantity of crop sale. 60 18 10 5 2 

All figures are in percentages. 

4.6 Best practices for enhancing women visibility in agricultural production 

This section highlights best pradices tnat when applied could enhance women's visib!iity in 

agriculture 

-1.6.1 ducation and Training of \Vomen 

·r he participant to the tud were of the opinion that the high illiteracy le cl in Ka\ iti illagc 

n pia rn uor I in Ul plC ' ilin' in i ihility f ~( mc.:n in agri ultur . 

~· \\hi h rdn 



of women both at Household and community level nnd d 

agricultural methods. 

not allow them to embrace modem 

The respondent n ted that if w m ·n · · ~du at1 n (formal or informal) in the village is enhanced 
' 

their participation will b enhilll ·ed. Education enhances active participation in innovation, 

development of new know ledge and embracing new technology. An extension worker noted thus: 

"Illiteracy is a major constraint facing women in development. Women are unable to understand 

and utilize technical infomzation because they lack basic formal education, majority of women 

farmers are unable to read and understand the written material that we provide. " 

A village elder noted thus: "This area really requires immediate intervention of the government. 

A training outreach targeting groups of women active in micro-enterprise and marketing should 

be developed and sub-sector groups assisted in strategizing and implementing changes, such as 

improving access to raw materials, building better market linkages, and developing marketing 

plans." 

A woman respondent commented thus: 'There is need for training programme that will eek to 

help women manage their time properly in order for them to manage their multiple role effectively 

and to be ucce iful and efficient at whatever they chao e to do a well a other training 

programm on reducing stereotyping for both men and women and especially for childr 'n. " 



4.6.2 Review Laws to Address the Factor Affecting 'Vomen in Agriculture 

The respondents were of the opinion that thcr h ml i b ~ mplctc law reforms especially on land 

as a vital resource for agriculture. di ··us ·i n \! ith ~;; ten ion officer in the area revealed that 

customary law on nccc 'S to lmd and inheritance in the area are discriminatory and 

unconstitutional. He aid " u 'loma1 and other tenancies in this area should be reformed to 

ensure affordability and acce ibility especially to women. The government should ensure that 

achieving equity in access to and control of land becomes an integral component of the Land 

Administration ''. 

4.6.3 Advocacy and Community Conversation on Women's Land Rights 

The respondents highlighted that the problems facing women in the area is associated with 

customary laws that are discriminatory to women as well as inefficiencies in land administration 

that tends to impact negatively on women and other minority groups. The customary laws tend to 

override the statutory law that allows for land rights for both men and women. From an excerpt 

With an interviewee the following was cited. "o/e women need to be aware that we have equal 

right as men to acce land either directly or indirectly. Majority ofu in thi village have limited 

or no acce to or control over land. The practice here is that land i allocated to men, who are 

the head. of household and women. acce .. and use of the land i. through their lw bands and 

\om·. flo/din r public m etin '· to adro ate and dialogue on the e ne ati,·e customwy n \/em\· of 

inhuitcmc' ll\ well a th importanc' o l\ >m n acquirin land dire t~v will help clwm~e the 

P •r.,p • tiv, o ,o i t on l~ m n. 



Despite the lack of awareness that some women ha n th ir right to land ownership, women in 

the village do not feel that it is their right t wn \, n i P r nally, as their mothers did not do so. 

These women arc not even uwarc >f su·h lhin) ' ' owning property. In another excerpt the 

following was cited, "Many wom ., in t/11 · l'illag' are not aware of some statutory laws that offer 

them opportunities to acquir<! land: or the procedures that they need to follow in order to get 

land". This show that majority of~ omen in Kawiti village are still ignorant of the existence of 

such laws in the country which are meant to protect them against traditional laws and social norms. 

The advocacy will help raise awareness on women's land_ right which is embedded in the 

constitution and dialogue on discriminatory customary laws violating women's right to land will 

help the community to come to a common understanding on how women acquiring land will help 

boost agricultural production at household and community levels. 

4.6.4 Equality in Decision Making 

Enhancing the decision making powers of women on socio-cultural and economic matters was 

mentioned by women as one of the ways of enhancing their visibility in agricultural producti >n. 

Women respondent cited limited deci ion making in agricultural production e pecially on ale of 

agricultural product ' hich they had no control over. The " omen had equally limited deci i n 

making on the number of hildren to ha e. Thi ol ly li " •th the man. hildren are j w d 

un.:c fw alth in the village and therefore. th high number f hildr n y u ha e the b tt r hi 

mean th. t' men 11 ate little time I( r agricultun.: duet equally demanding h u c hore . Thi 

rpt "f our m 11 oula flo ' u t J h,n • r,,, r cJ11·tcll· 1 .11 J ' til t lUI \1 ( \II 

Ill th many hildt t 11 ,, It " 1 • h ' 



4.6.5 Access to Labour, Technology and E t n. ion rviccs 

Usc of manual tools. conventional m ·th Hi'. ' r farming and limited/Jack of access to extension 

services were cited a ·omc r th' r on \ hy women still remain invisible in agriculture. A 

woman informant cited U1at, ''If women in this village could be provided with labour and time 

saving machinery may be through etting up of plant pools within reach, agricultural production 

will be highly boosted here. Again, acces to improved variety of seeds and seedlings as well a 

fertilizers and other chemicals needed to improve agricultural methods, could be enhanced by 

making them u.1furdable to wumt:.n f..irrriei '· ·' ·-

A village elder said, ''Women farmers here should be educated on new variety of crops that are 

being introduced as well as on other new and improved methods of farming through extension 

services. " 

4.6.6. Access to Farm Inputs and Credit 

The participants cited opportunities to improve women's access to inputs through provision of 

credit and farm input to women a cry int nunt [! 1 w mcu t c r c gniz d important actor 

in agricultural economy. For in tance, in an interview with a di cu ·ant, the f II wing view were 

cxprc ed, "women face problems of acce ·. to their input\, including credit (capital/money), 

Women·., acce. ·s to credit should therefore be enhanced. It Wa\ also cited that "a good number of 

lis do not h >/on , to communit 'h(J\ cl or "'cmization or co-opcrutiv ,,. through which w 'can ace C'\.\ 

Credit or m 1rk •t our produ · W ,. at ,. eli 1 ulri ' than 111 11• parti ular(v with re 'arc/ to 

P 11 ti ipmion in ntral ODJ HJii\ ' ami ' ' 10 rulit, lrainin and e ·ten \ion ,en; e\ " 
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the other hand women's needs and con traint . Furth rmore, the complexity of the procedures 

requires some form of literacy which i · Ia king inm ~jority of poor women. They do not know that 

land can be used as co/latera/to oltoin ·n• fir rom financial institutions to address the challenge 

in accessing inputs". 

4.6.7 Capacity Enhancement on Gender Equality amongst Stakeholders 

The respondents mentioned the community leaders entrusted with the implementation of the 

policies and laws reinforcing women's rights on access and control of resources to be aiding in 

violation of these rights. In arbitratioli. vf cases to do with rights of women, the customary ta,;:,·:; 

prevail over statutory law. A woman respondent noted that, "The government should ensure that 

capacity in gender equality is built amongst custodians of the societal norms that guide institutions 

that perpetuate gender inequalities. Some of the authorities to be equipped with such knowledge 

are the chiefs and their assistants. Further, Women in this village need to be made aware of their 

rights on acce s and control over agricultural resources so that they are able to make infomied 

decisions. In addition, adult literacy should be promoted e pecia!ly among~t women to improve 

on adoption of different initiatives beside comprehending loan application procedure . , 



5.0 CHAPTER FIVE: UMM RY. 0 'L I N AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Introduction 

The section presents the ·tmllnur f finding , conclusions and recommendations based on results 

of the study. Other recommendation re olve around future areas of possible research. 

5.2 Summary of Findings 

5.2.1 Socio-Cultural factors- that-make Womer's participation in Ag:rieulturP. JPss valued 

Many factors contribute to the lack of participation of women in agricultural development in the 

study site. Culturally, it is viewed that women are solely responsible for taking care of the 

household chores and bearing children with the provision of food not being their main cultural 

r pon ibility. However, as exhibit d in th tudy ite women participate equally in agricultural 

activities. Moreover, women in Karachuonyo are still faced with socio-cultural boundaries which 

limit their participation in agricultural production 

The tudy e tabli hed that cultural background which entails value ; aspiration , and cu tom of an 

indi idual affect the r lc that ne play in agricultural production. ulture wa found t mirr r in 

. kvcl ofeducati n.land O\ ner hlp, family IZ and dcci i n making fwomcn 

in the cornrnunit 

5.2.2 nd f . on mic n tru ti n f r and thiti in Agricultur 
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these factors include low decision making capa it , triple roles of women, overburdening of 

women by performance of un-mcchaniz d ngri ultural ta ' k , lack of access to agricultural inputs, 

lack of access to credit facilitic . po r r ·rnum;r<ttion f women, and lack of collateral. Triple role 

of women hinders participati n f ' m n in agricultural production because it takes much of 

women's time leaving U1 m with little time for agricultural production. The fact that women 

perform un-mechanized agricultural tasks was deemed to immensely contribute to the invisibility 

of women in agricultural production because women are for example expected to plough the farm 

using hoes while men use oxen. 

·. ~· . . . ~ •. '~ .. 

5.2.3 Mechanisms of addressing the socio-cultural and economic constrains that make 

women's participation invisible with a view to enhancing their performance in agriculture 

Participants in the study were in agreement that the best practices that can be used to enhance 

women's visibility in agricultural production and should focus the following key areas; Advocacy, 

community conversation on social norms, stakeholder's capacity enhancement, Education and 

training, Access to labour, technology, credit, farm inputs and extension services. The findings of 

the tudy reveal that there is need to start conver ation within the community on how to enhance 

the role of women in Agricultural production. The con er ation should include advocacy within 

the community, a-v arene and en itization. It i apparent that me worn n d n 1 b 1 ng to any 

c mmunity b cd gr up I rganization and thi has lim1t d their accc ibility t r le ant 

in[! rm ti n, agricultur·1l input nd markd forth ir pr du t.: . 



5.3 Conclusion 

The patriarchal nature of the society m an th t \ ' n th ugh women contribute to agricultural 

production, the entire credit goc · to m n. \1 m 'n in thl! study site have a near similar role to men 

in land preparation, elccti m of lund ·u and in marketing of produce. However, it was realized 

that though women participul ~ in U1e menti ned activities, their role in decision making on these 

activities is still hindered in ilie hou eholds. Although the fmdings of the study indicate that women 

have a role in land preparation just like the men, the same cannot be said when it comes to 

ownership of agricultural resources, most importantly land which is still under the control of men 

in the community. Owing to the roles that women perform as revealed by the study, it ~:;~n. be said 

that women only have a role to play on certain parts of the process of agricultural production and 

not as men who have a role in the whole process of agricultural production. 

Agricultural production as an economic activity is greatly affected by the way in which men and 

women interact at all levels and enabling them to interact in new ways will free up important 

resources for food production and poverty alleviation. From fmdings, it has been established iliat 

women perform their agricultural roles amidst other task uch as household duties and oilier 

developmental dutie wiili the con equence that the e have not fr ed them. The tudy finding 

affirm the invi ibility of' omen in agricultural production and indicate that the role have been 

limited duet their man r h.: which have limited their parti ipati n in agricultural a ti itle . 

I he tudy h.. al 

nd a •cnct,l 

hi 1 in i ultu I ultu ntinu t imp t n • ti nn·nin nin . 
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Limited accesses of women to resources which ar fundamental to agricultural production were 

found to make a significant contribution to the im i:ibility of w men in agricultural development 

in the study village. 

Female contribution to agricultural pr duction in Karachuonyo is found to be significantly higher 

than that of males becau e they participate in almost all farming activities. Such activities include 

more un-mechanized farm duties domestic chores and community development work. These 

findings support the argument that gender role in households are socially constructed and not 

sexually determined. Gender roles can thus be more responsive to changes in farming -;;- ~terns, 

economic conditions, cultural beliefs and practices. 

The difference in the agricultural task involvement of men in these study site indicate that men 

had become less involved than women in farming when compared to what has been known about 

males involvement in agricultural production. This could translate to mean that over the years, 

women have taken-over most of the male related traditional farm tasks. The re~ons for this 

difference could re ult from the size of their families, changing economic conditions, ab ence of 

hu band in the village children' educational adventur and the que t for financial 

indcpend nee among other . 



5.4 Recommendations 

Through the study findings, it was affirm d th t' c m n have a role to play in the contribution to 

social and economic development throu •h a •ri ultur' in particular. However, this is only possible 

if the challenges women are fa ·ing in il •ri ultural devcl pment are addressed. 

• It is important to continu championing the improvement of girl's education in the 

community through a collaborati e approach that should include the county government, 

non-governmental organization and other stakeholders. 

• Women in the study group are members of various women's group thus these social 

structures should be used tc improve the level of education. for the. women ~her~y. 

encouraging the instilling of new values among the women and making them aware of their 

constitutional rights as enshrined in the new constitution. 

• There are more women especially young women who need to be taught about the 

advantages and the need to support themselves through agricultural activities. It is 

therefore, strongly suggested that women at the village level be educated on the importance 

of agriculture. By engaging them more in crop production and cattle rearing and providing 

the relevant support, the women in the villager will be able to produce enough for 

them elve and contribute immen ely to the ocio-economic development and poverty 

alleviation in the c mmunity. 

rna t:: the c. i ting worn n cmp ' cnncnt fund ca ily ace · 1 t h •. 1 c 0 l 

ru l ' om n. p i ·ul ly p ip· tin in ' ri ultur I (\ ·dopiJt~ •t. I hi ' ·ill 

r uir th 
ld < v mmcnt . nd the n· tit n \l •m cmmcnt. 



• An integrated approach is nece sary to nddr the challenges that limit women in 

agricultural development. uch m h ni m sh uld c able to enable both men and women 

to work together and not to · ·lud' nn 

• New and inn vative agri ·ulturul t · ·hnique can be facilitated in this village in an attempt 

to revive the full p tential f agriculture. This could be done in the form of community 

workshops. In the e work hops, \: omen could be taught new agricultural techniques which 

are more effective than the traditional ones. In the long run, these workshops can inspire 

and motivate women to actively participate in agriculture. 

• Measures should be put in place to ensure that land registration and titling processes .. 

promote joint registration of conjugal family farmlands to enhance women's land tenure 

security. 

• 

• 

Women's contribution to the development of farms should be recognized and compensated 

at divorce and on death of their spousl!s. 

The state should take steps, in conjunction with the chiefs and traditional councils to 

address customary laws and practices of access to and control over land that are 

discriminatory to women. 

• The government and GO' hould en ure that women have acce to ervice that will 

enable them engage effe ti ely in agricultur pr duction. Market infra tructur and 

information h uld b made a ailable t \ om n farm r if market ricnted farming i t 

c. hicvcd. In line\ •ith crvicl:s thl: agriculturl: cct r h uld n ur that there i l:n ugh 

ap 
men t pr vid 

I lC 

wom n ann 



5.5 Areas for Further Research 

The researcher suggests that further r ear h n l:tl t b d nc to c tablish whether introduction of 

subsidies on farm inputs and the willingn ·sst 

facilities will indeed yield mor. visi it it , r 

tit~.: . 1 crnment to guarantee women seeking credit 

men in agriculture and enhance their potential. 
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APPENDIX 1: CONSE T EKING FORM 

Greetings! My name is Judith Oticno, a Ma t r, ·tud nt in cndcr and Development Studies at 

the University of Nairobi, Kenya. I am \lrr 'ifll uta ·tudy that seeks to find out how literacy, 

access and utilization of Agricullurul lnfl 1111ati n impacts on household determine the role of 

women in agricultural producli n in arachuonyo. Your participation and input will contribute 

greatly to the body of knowledge\ hich may be used for any subsequent development initiatives 

aimed at enhancing food production and also alleviating household food security. Be 

guaranteed that the information collected from this interview will remain confidential and will 

be used solely for the purpose of this research. You are also informed that your responses are 

completely anonymous and that your participation in this study is entirely confidential and 

should you feel not comfortable to continue with any question, you are free to stop the 

interview. Further the results of this study will be shared with at your request at no cost at all 

to you. 1 therefore request your faithful participation. 

Thank you! 

Name ...... ................. .. ...... ..... .... .. Signature........................... Date ...... ........ ........ 



APPENDIX U: QUESTIONNAIRE ON TH INVl IBILITY OF KENYAN WOMEN IN 

A RI LT R 

SECTION 1: OEM R 1>111 F II RE PONDENTS 

1. County As cn1bly .................................................................... . 

2. Sub-Location .................. ··.··············.· ....................................... . 

3. Village 

4. HHNO ................................ . 

5. QUESTIONNARENO ................ .. ...... . ........ . 

6. Age 

7. No of Children 

aged less than 18 

years of age 

8. HI Size- How 

many people li e 

111 thi 

h u hold? 

1) 18- 28 

5)60- 70 

Males ... 

········· 

L than 

15 year 

15-49 

ca 

than 

2)29-39 

6)71 - 80 

Female ...... 

.... 

Male 

3)40- 50 4)51-60 

7)80+ 

Female No. actually 

farm per week 

on the 



9. Highest level of S)University 6)0th r 

education ~if 

- 1-
1) mal· !'cmal~ 10. Sex HH Head 

- I-
11. Sex Respondent l) mal· 2) female 

-
12. Family type l)p l gam u 2) 

monogamous 

13. Marital status Single married Divorced Widowed 

Separated 

' :.. 

14 Are you the head of the household? (1) Yes (2) No 

15. If the household head is female, what does your spouse do? 

1) Co-farmer 2) work outside the village 
3) work on other farms 4) Other (Specify) 

16. Your role in the home may best be described as, (you may select more than one) 

1) Farmer 
3)Co-bread winner 4)Sole breadwinner 

2)Co- farmer 
4)Sole breadwinner 5)Dependent 

I 

\ 
I 

' 

6) Other (Specify) ·············· ··················································· 

17 .D y u have other cc n mic a tivitie outside farming? 

l) e 2)no.If\' 

i 1\izc It in in ' in ' 'riculturc? l Y 2 n 

th.m n 



4)School 6)0thcr (specify) 

SECTION II: PARTICIP TION IN GRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

19. Please specify the operations which you perform in crop production, Livestock production 

and other HouseJ:ol~ duties. Give answers on given scale in which 'Always ' means you do that 

job many times during cropping season, 'Rarely' means you do that job few times during 

cropping season and 'Never' means you did not do this activity during cropping 

ACTVITY Always [ ] Rarely [ ] Never [ ] 

Land preparation -Ploughing/ Bush 1 

clearing 

~ 
owing 

Manure application 

-
Crop protc tion- in c ticide, pc ti ide, 

hird 

w lin 

T 1 1 lantin 



Harvesting 

Post-harvest- threshing, winnowing, 

drying, storage 

Crop selling 

Home making- co king, child care 

water collection, fuel wood gathering 

household maintenance 

Taking care of livestock /Cattle 

management/ grazing! fodder collection .. - I 
·~ 

I 
. .. f• .. " 

Milking 

Poultry rearing 

Purchase/sell of farm implements 

Milk sale 

Sale of small ruminants sheep & goats 

Sale of cattle ' I 
-

' 

Sale of chicken 

Sale of egg 

20 T '.: hat e. tent d y u participate in making d ci i n n the foil " ing agricultural 

production nd mark ting tivitie ? 



ACTVITY No Only Opinion I always I am involved 

con idcration onsult on idered decide on in decision 

d (I have equal my own making 

ay) 

Land preparation -

Ploughing/ Bush clearing 

Land size for crop 

production 

-Time of Sowing ' -- ... I 

Time of manure application 

Time for crop protection-

insecticide, pesticide, birds 

Time for weeding 

Time for transplanting 

-Time for harvesting 
I I 

Time for thre hing, 

winnowing and drying 

Amount and quantit of 

cr p ale 

-F: rm cr~"dit 

Nl r hired I I r nd 

th ir \ ' I 
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I 

Land rent for seed 

production 

Poultry rearing 

Family Saving 

Purchase/sell of farm 

implements 

Milk sale 

Sale of small ruminants -

sheep & goats ' I · • . . .. ~ -

Sale of cattle 

Sale of chicken 

Sale of eggs 

Utilization of money earned 

from agricultural activities 

E TIO Ill: D EOF F RM I P T 

21. Please indicate your hou ehold own r hip and u e of the foil wing farm implement and 

th r input during the _Q 13 cropping t: n. AI indicate in the I t c lumn " hether the u e 

\ 1dcquatc. 

y 0 it n c pi m 



Hand hoes 

1 
Oxplough 

Rakes 

Slashers 

Sprayers 

Tractor 

Fertilizers 
. I 

Ploughing bulls/ cattle 
1 ' 

Pesticides 

Water pump 

Herbicides 

Knives 

ECTIONIV:TIMEALLO ATEDFORA Rl LT RAL Tl ITIE 

22. What is the main urcc of lab ur D r your fanning activity in 201 ? 

1) Family labour nly (2) Hired lab ur only (3) Family and hir d lab ur (4) Family and hared 

lab ur 

2 . PI , , provid~ infonnati n on u ~ of animal tra tion, tra tor and }a ur by y ur h u eh ld 

II. r cr lp pn lu t1 n dunn 01 



Animal traction Tractor Mal family labour Female family Children famil: 

labour labour 

-.-- - - f- - ·- -- -
ACTVITY Own- otal WI\- T tal umber of N Number Nu Numbe Num 

Animal Hired Tra ·t r Hired men u of women mb r of her 

days anim day Tract m er childre of 

al or be of n days 

cost cost r day 

(Ksh I (Kshs of ~ -·- I - I 
' 

s) ) da 

ys 

Crop I 
Land 

I I 
I ' 

pr tection- preparation -

in ecticide, Ploughing/ 

pc ticide, Bu h clearing 

bird 

w. ding wmg 

Trnn pi tin Manure 

ppli 'lti m 

II tin 



Post-harvest-

threshing, 

. 
winnowing, 

I 

drying, 

storage 

Crop selling 

24 Would you say that the times allocated in the table above was adequate for undertaking the 

agricultural activities? r . • 

SECTION V: NON-FARM INCOME 

25. Did you get income other than from crop sales, animal and animal product sales in the year 

2013? (Yes-1, No-0) 

If yes indicate the source, amount and how you spent it 

SOURCE Amount 

(Kshs) 

Spending - - indicate % pent on 

food, farm inputs, busine s, ocial 

events hou hold item like 

uten il , cloth etc 



Remittance 

Self-employment- handicrafts 

Gifts from friends, rclativ huraml ' . 
contributions 

Humanitarian assistance fr m NGOs 

SECTION VI: ACCESS TO FARM SUPPORT SERVICES 

26. Did you have access to any extension programmes in.2013? ..... . ~,. - -

0-No, 1-Yes. if yes, How many times..___ _______ _ 

27.Have you attended farmer training in 2013? 

0-No, 1-Yes If yes, how many times ..___ ________ __j 

28.Did you borrow 2013? (Yes-1, No-0), if yes provide more details in the table below; 

SOURCE OF LOANS Amount Use Spending- indicate % Adequacy 

(Kshs) spent on food, farm inputs, , !-sufficient; 0-

business, social events, not sufficient 

household items like 

uten il , cloth etc, 

C1 mmerciul bank 

MFl 

Fri nd 

~ iv 

-.._ 



Money lender/ shylock 

Co-operative 

Church 
_. 

Merry-Go-round 

AFC 

NGO 

Input store 

Neighbor 

29. Did you use any of the following technology during the 2013 main season in maize, sorghum, 

tomato, and sukuma wiki and beans production? Also indicate whether it was effective in crop 

production 

Use I Effectivene s 
-

Technology 
I 

0- o, 1-Yes 0-No, 1-Yes 

---
Improved eed 

Cr p r tation 

R w cr pping 

Ft:rtilizt:r 

Pt: ticid 

, II rt i ld1 

Oth . (: if r') 



SECTION VII: LAND RIGHT & TOMARY YSTEMS 

30. Did your household access land for farm in' in -0 I ? 

1-Yes 2-No 

31. What type of land did your hou ehold accessed for farming in 2013? 

Land Use Size Effectiveness Under whose name is 

0-No, 1-Yes ha 0-No, 1-Yes the land registered and 

.. certified? 

1/ in my own name 

2/ m the name of the 

husband 

3/ in the name of both 

4/ in the leaser' s name 

51 in the name of others 

-- - ---
Customary- inheritance 

f-.-
Private 

Borrowed 

Rented 

Giv n for fn.:e 

Cu tornary- mnrri c 

I in . 

Oth r p if~ 



SECTION VIII: AGRICULTURAL PRODtJ 'TIO 

32. What major crop doc · your h u · ·h ld gr \: ? 

33. What type of animals does your household keep? 

34. Please specify crop production and income for 2013 production year 

Crop Total production consumed Sold Price per Total 

(kg) (kg) (kg) kg mcome 

Maize 

Sorghum 

Millet 

Tomatoes 
I I 

Sukumawiki 

Water melon 

I 
f Bean 

peas 

Sc ·amc 

Ground nut 



SECTION IX: SOCIO-CULTURAL FACTOR THAT UNDERMINE THE ROLE OF 

WOMEN IN AGRICULTURAL PROD TIO 

35. Please specify whether each f th f 11 -v ing factors undermines the role of women in 

agricultural production and if to -v hat e tent? 

FACTOR 

Few women holding of agricultural prvduction 

re ources such as land, animals and machinery. 

Women perform all un-mechanized agricultural 

task and perform multiple task , which add more 

burden to them. 

Women cam fewer 

infonnal and priv t 

ill it 

Undermining the role The extent ... 

of 

agricultural 

production 

0-No, 1-Yes 

women 1-To a very small 

j extent 

2-To a small extent 

3-Somewhat 

4-To a large extent 

5-To a very large 

extent 



Women do not know their legal rights. 

Miss applying some laws and regulation in fav r 

of men such heritage legislation. 

·---i 

Market inaccessibility 

Lack of technical infonnation and knov ledge 

High inputs costs 

Inadequate farm size 

Cultural biases and unfavorable traditional belief 

system . ' I 

Male dominant society 

Lack of Access to credit 

Lack of access to new technologies 

Lack of negotiation power, for entitlement 

rights 

-
Others specify ... I 

I I 

Other specify ... 

7 



APPENDIX DI: KEY INFORMANT INTER IE\V GUlDE 

1. How much is the awareness level ofwom n n ming land ' right and ownership? 

A. High B. Medium C. Low 

2. For Question No 1. lf your un 'wer i B Give brief Explanation 

·································· ·············· ·················· ··················································· 

······················································· ···· ·· ························································ 

···························································· 

3. What are the factors that contribute to unequal utilization of resources and low Participation of 

women in Agricultural activities as compared to men? 

······· ··· ··································································································· ······ ·· 

······························································································· ·········· ····· ······· 

·· ··· ·· ··· ····· ········ ·········· ·· ··· ··· ········· ········· ·· ···· ·········· ····· ······· ·········· ····· ··············· 

···· ·· ··· ········ ······ ···· ·· ·· ··· ··· ··· ··· ···· ········ ··· ·· ··· 

4. In your own opinion, what are the factors that contribute to invisibility of women m 

agricultural production? 

......... ... ..... ..... .............. ...... ..... ......................... .. .. .. ......... .... ... ....... ....... ....... ... 

......... ........... .. ..................... ................................. .. ..................... ........ .. ........... 

.............................................................. .. .. ......... .. ..... ........ ...... . .... ..... ·············· 

. \Vh t t n h xt n ion olliccr t cmp wcr \ l men parti ·ularl · 

ip ti n in i ultural ti •it ' t in r pr xlu ti\ it • nd lll r.1i 

m t. 



································································· ······ ······ ········································ 

·············································································· ······································· 

······························································ ...................................................... . 

······························································· 

6. What are the efforts exerted by the government to realize the decision making role of women 

in agricultural production? 

7. Are there policies and strat-:.gies designed to empower women farmers economically] 

A. Yes B.No 

8. For Question No 6, If your answer is yes, mention the type and methods of implementation. 

···························································· ························································· 

····················································································································· 

·········· ··· ·· ········································································ ········ ..................... . 

·················································································································· 

9. Sugge t, what type of mea ure should be taken by the government and other stakeholder to 

incre c \ men participation to play equal role with men particularly in agricultural pr duction 



APPENDIX lV: MAP OF KENYA INDI ATING THE LOCATION OF HOMA-BAY 

ETHIOPIA 

MARSABIT 
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