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ABSTRACT
Women play a very important role in Agriculture in Kenya however, they are accorded little
attention. Inefficient information on the level of women’s participation in agriculture has shaped
their under-estimation in agricultural economy and hence neglect in policy issues. The main
objective of this study was to explore the “invisible role” of Kenyan women in agricultural
production. The study also sought to identify and analyze the socio-cultural and economic factors

that contribute to the invisibility of women in agriculture.

The research adopted cross-sectional research design Descriptive method was used for the study
to describe the relationship between factors influencing the participation of women in agricultural
production. The research utilized both quantitative and qualitative methods to collect data. The

quantitative data was analyzed through the SPSS while qualitative data was analyzed thematically

along the line of specific objectives.

The study revealed that socio-cultural and economic factors significantly influence agricultural
productivity and visibility of women in Agriculture. The organization of household labour was
seen to be gendered and based on existing hierarchies or established power structures within the
family system. The study revealed that women are generally present on the first stages of the
agricultural value chain (land preparation, sowing, weeding and harvesting) but they do not

directly benefit from the agricultural product. The decision on sale of agricultural products solely

lies with the men as heads of households.



Further, the study has revealed that women’s limited access to agricultural production resources
such as land, credit and farm inputs contribute to low agricultural production. Land is usually
required as collateral (security) for credit but women are not usually the registered owners of the
land they farm. Many women cannot enter into contracts such as credit agreements in their own
right but through their spouses. The high illiteracy level and limited agricultural information was
seen to have a significant influence on the low agricultural production amongst women in the study
village. Fewer wage income amongst women especially in joint, informal and private sector

contribute to male dominance in agricultural production.

Further, women’s perception and low decision making level also played significant role in
undermining women’s participation in agriculture. The study revealed that important decisions
such as application of farm inputs, use of credit and sale of agricultural products remains the men’s
domain.

The study recommends that in order to improve women’s visibility in agriculture, the perceptions
and attitudes of individuals should be changed to enable them appreciate their cultures while at the
same time recognize the importance of the role women can play in agricultural production.

Legal rights are difficult to enforce if they are not seen as legitimate; thus recognizing customary

land rights and working with community leaders is essential to ensure that women’s rights are

protected.

X1



1.0 CHAPTER ONE: BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

1.1 Introduction

Agriculture is central to the livelihoods of the rural poor and in the attainment of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs). Agriculture can be the engine of growth and is necessary for
reducing poverty and food insecurity, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa (IFAD, 2000:7; World
Bank, 2007:127). In Kenya, the agricultural sector is one of the main drivers of economic growth,
contributing nearly a fourth of the country’s gross domestic product and employing close to eighty
percent of the rural population (GoK, 2010). The role of agriculture in the overall economic
development of Kenya and in;ieed sub-Saharan Africa therefore, cannot be over-emphasized. The
country’s socio-economic and political development is heavily dependent on agriculture.
Agricultural growth is indeed a catalyst for growth in other sectors through back-ward forward
linkages. It is on this backdrop that agriculture has been recognized as one of the pillars necessary
to support economic recovery in our Vision 2030 Blue Print. The reforms in agricultural practices

te boost production are, therefore, central to economic progress in many of the African countries.

In the wider sub-Saharan Africa, one-third of the population, almost 200 million people, are faced
with food insecurity. One-half of the population lives in extreme poverty, on less than one dollar
per day. Seventy percent live in the rural areas and depend on agriculture, which accounts for 30%
of the region’s GDP. The situation is made worse by the fact that our region continues to report a

drop in agricultural productivity compared to other regions of the world such as Asia



and Latin America (MDG, 2013:17). The international development community has recognized

that agriculture is an engine of growth and poverty reduction in countries where it is the main

occupation of the poor and thus forms the backbone in development (World Bank, 2009:13).

In Africa, the involvement of women in agricultural development is defined by the gender division
of labour which varies from one society and culture to another. Within each culture external
circumstances influence the level of activity (Nigist, 2004:11). This explains why the agricultural
sector in many developing countries is underperforming. Women, who represent a crucial resource
in agriculture and the rural economy through their roles as farmers, labourers and entrepreneurs, .

almost in all societies are not yet recognized as important actors in agricultural development and

even face more severe constraints than men (SOFA and Cheryl Doss, 2011:3).

Various studies (Fabiyi et al., 2007:696; Onguono, 2009:69; FAO, 2008:58; Karki, 2009:24) have
shown that women have historically used agriculture as one of the strategies to address poverty,
improve livelihoods and also to maintain the stability and sustainability of their families. Rural
development in Africa cannot be imagined without the active participation of women who form
an integral part of farming households. They are involved in over half of the farm activities in
many developing countries, bear most of responsibilities for household food security and
contribute to household well-being through their income generating activities (Etenesh, 2005;1),
This is more evident in developing countries such as Nigeria, South Africa, Ghana, and Kenya
among others. (Manuh, 1998). Karki (2009:24) asserts that rural women alone are responsible for
up to 50 percent of the world’s food production and they also contribute about 60 to 80 percent of

the production in many developing countries. Fabiyi et al., (2007:23) state that female farmers

(2]



have played an important role in food production and food security. Women constitute more than
half of the agricultural labour; 70 percent of agricultural workers, 80 percent in food production

and take up to 60 to 80 percent of marketing (Fabiyi et al., 2007:196; Kehler, 2001 :36).

In order to improve the capacity of African countries to meet their food demand, women’s roles
have to be recognized and they should be given equitable access to and control over the land, credit
facilities, extension services and improved tools as well as membership in cooperatives and other
rural benefits. They should be given their share over all the properties (Winrock, 2001:5). Indeed
development-will remain an illusion so long as we continue to ignore women who represent the
major force for rural changes, largely as an un-tapped resource that could boost rural development

and lead to higher growth rates and increased food production (Nigist, 2004:1).

In recognition of the foregoing, many governments and non-governmental organizations are trying
to help women get recognition from society which they are part of. What is more surprising is that
most women themselves do not realize that they are prevented from owning what they deserve,
recognition and appreciation of their contribution in agricultural economy (Overholt, 1991 4).
Understanding the dynamic processes of change therefore, is crucial to better positioning of the
sector for faster growth and sustained development, which is vital for food and livelihoods security
for millions of men and women worldwide.

Although a number of studies have been done regarding the contribution of women in agricultural
production, controversies arise in quantifying their contribution. FAO ( 1997:3) indicate that

women produce between 60 and 80 percent of the food in most developing countries and are



responsible for half of the world food production, a sentiment supported by Dommati et al.,

(2011:115).

On the contrary, another group of researchers argue that despite their significant role in agricultural
production, a precise measure of women’s contribution to food production is impossible to
establish. Women do not produce food separately from men and it is impossible to disaggregate
men and women contribution either in terms of labour supplied or in terms of output produced.
This research paper therefore, aimed at contributing to the gender debate in agriculture by
assessing the role of Kenyan women in Agriculture and the factors thai hinder their full recognition

and participation in agricultural development.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Women are the most important actors in the food chain which begins from farm production, market
and intra household distribution of food. They play a lead role in post-harvest activities such as
shelling of grains, storage, processing and marketing. They are also becoming increasingly visible
in farm tasks which traditionally have been designated as male preserves, thus breaking ground in
typical male dominated areas such as land clearance and growth of cash crops. Women therefore,
remain the center piece of food security and hold the key to a sound and healthy economy.
However, despite the central role of women in the economic development of the country, they
have much more limited access to resources than their male counterparts especially in the areas of

education, land, agricultural extension and access to credit (Akua, 2010: 146).



Women continue to face major socio-cultural challenges and thus their contribution in agricultural
development often remains invisible and relatively low compared to their potential. Kabane
(2010:3) asserts that tradition and cultural norms are the major challenges that limit the access of
women to agricultural input, thereby leading to the invisibility of women in agricultural
development. In terms of ownership of property, particularly land, the women of this country have
no equal rights compared to their male counterparts. In addition, the dominance of men in various
income generating activities highly affects the economic empowerment of women. Lack of
awareness in our society, has also contributed to women’s role not being recognized. Lynda (1991)
noted that we live-in a society in which there is substantial leve! of gender inequality. The
inequality in the provision of education reflects the deep rooted tradition and values within the
ideological, political, economic and socio-cultural structure of societies (Kasente, 2003:50). All
these combine to restrain women’s’ ability to increase their agricultural productivity and income
and therefore, women farmers remain generally invisible and voiceless; their contribution to

agricultural production, livelihood and food security notwithstanding.

Studies done in the subject area (Linda, 1991:1; Fabiyi et al., 2007:196) have focused mainly on
invisibility of women in agricultural production and have failed to determine the factors that make

women invisible in agricultural production.

The current study therefore, was intended to fill this gap by collating the empirical evidence on
the participation and the role of women in agriculture and further sought to list the resources and
facilities that should be availed to women farmers. The study also established the interrelationships

among factors that undermine Kenyan women as actors in agricultural production.



The study was guided by the following research questions:
e What are the socio-cultural and economic factors militating against the visibility of
women'’s participation and contribution to agriculture in Karachuonyo?
¢ How does socio-cultural and economic definition of women and men’s roles and activities
in agricultural production enhance male dominance and insubordination in agriculture in
Karachuonyo?
e What mechanisms and policy recommendations can be prescribed in order to address the
- socio-cuiturai-and economic constrains that imakes women’s participation in agriculture.

obscure?

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
13.1 Overall Objective
To explore the “invisible role” of Kenyan women in agricultural production
1.3.2 Specific objectives
Specifically the study set out to:
® Identify the socio-cultural and economic factors that make women’s participation in
agriculture in Karachuonyo less valued and invisible;
® Analyze how socio-cultural and economic construction of women and men’s roles and
activities in agriculture enhance male dominance while perpetuating  female
insubordination in agriculture;
* Explore mechanisms of addressing the socio-cultural and economic constrains that makes

women'’s participation invisible with a view to enhancing their performance in agriculture



1.4 JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY
Azahari (2008:2) reveals that, there is evidence indicating that the elimination of barriers to
women'’s access to productive resources can lead to the productive participation of women in

agricultural development and women can earn recognition as important players in the development

process.

The study provides very important contribution to the wide range of materials that is now rightfully
- seen as gender studies. It will encourage the government and NGO’s to focus their programmes

on rural development and promote women independence in agriculture.

The study results has the potential of increasing the understanding and generating social awareness

of gender issues in agriculture specifically the critical contribution made by women in society and

rural development.

The study results if well taken into account will draw the attention of policy makers, planners and
economists so that they can appreciate and recognize women’s economic contributions in
formulating national policies, strategies and budgets. The study may also assist community

members, development experts, policy makers and other stakeholders concerned in coming up

with ways of dealing with the women’s issues identified.

Furthermore, the study provides a deeper knowledge and background of the reasons behind

economic limitations in rural areas for all the stakeholders.



1.5 SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
The research was limited to farming households in Karachuonyo constituency. The researcher
chose this group of people because as active farmers in the study area, they understood well the
predicament of female farmers in the community. The study specifically explored the socio-
cultural factors affecting the participation of women in agricultural production in Karachuonyo
constituency. These are the factors that seem to have major effect on agricultural development in
the study area.
Gaining entry and earning the confidence of the people in the study village proved difficult. The
researcher was a visitor in the village. Consequently, it took time to establish a rapport with the
informants. A considerable amount of time was spent interacting and learning about the villagers
who would be willing to participate as informants.
Some of the villagers in the study village were old and this paused a challenge. First, majority of
them were inactive in agriculture and thus were not familiar with contemporary factors affecting
women in agriculture. Secondly, the information they provided was based on their memory of
agricultural practices. The result was that the researcher had to spend a great amount of time
waiting for them to recall some of the information and this required a lot of perseverance.
Another challenge occurred during the data collection. Most of the women, especially the aged,
were illiterate. The mere fact that the researcher was educated intimidated many of the elders and
made them uncomfortable. Consequently, they were reluctant to answer questions. However, the

researcher reminded her informants that the research was merely for academic purposes and to



learn about the factors affecting women in agriculture, the villagers were much more at ease and

began to discuss the issues more openly.

The research was conducted at a time when informants were constantly occupied with their
household chores which made it difficult for the informants to sit down and answer questions. The
researcher had to organize evening interview sessions with some of the informants who had the
interest. Some informants were not interested in answering questions especially young women.
They preferred to participate in a gainful pastime. The fact that the researcher was a student and
- could not give them-what they expected was a sethack in the data collection process. However

others were willing to participate without remuneration.

1.6 DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS

1.6.1 Agriculture

Agriculture is the science, art and occupation of cultivating the soil, producing crops and raising
Jlivestock. It is the very basis of civilization. It is the food we eat, the clothing we wear, the material
of 6ur homes, the gardens around us, and many of our traditions and values. The term also includes
the financing, processing, marketing, and distribution of agricultural products; farm production
supply and service industries; health, nutrition and food consumption; the use and conservation of
land and water resources; development and maintenance of recreational resources: and related
economic, sociological, political, environmental and cultural characteristics of the food and fiber
system. The term also includes the financing, processing, marketing, and distribution of
agricultural products; farm production supply and service industries; health, nutrition and food

consumption; the use and conservation of land and water resources: development and maintenance



of recreational resources; and related economic, sociological, political, environmental and cultural

characteristics of the food and fiber system.

1.6.2 Gender

Gender is defined by FAO as “the relations between men and women, both perceptual and material.
Gender is not determined biologically, as a result of sexual characteristics of either women or men,
but is constructed socially. It is a central organizing principle of societies, and often governs the

processes of production and reproduction, consumption and distribution’ (FAO, 1997).

1.7 ASSUMPTIONS OF THE STUDY
The assumptions of this study were:
* The gender roles differentiation in agriculture is structurally and culturally defined in ways
which create and reinforce relationships of male dominance and female subordination.
* Women’s role in agricultural production in Karachuonyo constituency is invisible owing
to the socio-cultural factors.
* Addressing the socio-cultural barriers that limits women’s participation in agriculture will

enhance women’s performance in agricultural production.

2.0 CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

This section contains a review of literature relevant to the study topic and in line with the specific
objectives. The literature scrutinized the position of women in agriculture, the gender differences
in roles and activities in agriculture, challenges facing women in agriculture and its allied sectors

and how to bridge the existing gaps with a view of improving their role, participation and
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performance in the agricultural economy. It further looked at the theoretical and conceptual

frameworks underpinning the study.

2.2 The Position and the Role of Women in Agricultural Production

In most societies, men’s roles in agricultural activities are understood, direct and clear. However,

women’s role in agriculture is not clearly recognized. Hence a clear picture of women’s

participation in agriculture is necessary. Mehta and Jarial (2012:2) asserts that the word ‘farmer’

is perceived as addressing a man and seldom a woman and this is even reflected in the policies and

national agenda of many countries and thus women continue to remain ‘invisible’ farmers. The
face of an Indian farmer therefore, remains a man’s face. Planners, extension staff and decision-

makers still do not perceive women to be farmers, though investigations conducted in selected
states in India show that more than 60% of agricultural operations are performed by women, the
fact that they are more women farmers is simply not reflected in any government record or
programme. This situation is enhanced by the fact that these professionals are often male and they
do not adequately recognize the agricultural work of women. FAO (2011b:3) asserts that, men are
less familiar with the specific needs and priorities of women, and might encounter difficulties in

targeting them because of specific socio-cultural norms. Policies and programmes frequently

overlook the women as farmers.

Action Aid (2012:16) indicates that women constitute the majority farmers in most countries yet
almost all agricultural policies assume farmers are men, and rural women’s voices seldom
influence policy or budget decisions. The paper describes as a scandal that woman farmers have

been virtually ignored and discriminated against by governments and donors. Despite producing



up to 80 per cent of food in Africa, women own only 1 per cent of the land in Africa; receive only
7 per cent of extension services and 1 per cent of all agricultural credit. Women farm either within
male-headed households or as heads of household themselves. In the conclusion, the paper
acknowledges the role women play in agriculture and suggests that agriculture should be

feminized.

Women play important roles to help their families and communities meet their food demands. But
the most surprising thing is that the community has not significantly understood the effort that they
exert in the last several years. Women are involved in agricultural and rura! development
representing more than half of the labor required to produce food consumed in developing
countries (Etenesh, 2005:49). One problem here is reaching at common understanding as to how
female farmers are perceived in society. Observations indicate that a female farmer is commonly
perceived as a co-farmer and as marginal players in agricultural development particularly by those
individuals with significant influence; research, extension and development practitioners (Tsehai,

1991:89).

Women are often farming without benefits of the improved inputs and services required for more
productive and remunerative agriculture. The paradox is most obvious in the African setting where
it is estimated that female do 60-80% of all agricultural work. Yet some females are rarely
systematically targeted for training, extension, research technology or improved access to
resources. To increase productivity in the agricultural sector, there is need to better direct some of

these opportunities to the female population for growth to be achieved (Overholt, 1991).



Rural women are the most marginalized group in terms of their needs, while being the people who
produce almost 80 percent of the food consumed in most of Africa’s rural areas. Moser (1993:11)
echoes the sentiment when she says that women are “an untapped resource that provides an
economic contribution to development”, and that “development processes would precede much
better if women are fully incorporated, instead of being left to use their time unproductively”. For
this reason, rural women should be involved in on-going development initiatives which will enrich

their lives.

2.3 Gender Differences in Roles-and Activities in Agricultural Production

According to Collette (1991:1), women’s role and responsibilities in terms of content and context
have important implications for their status and position in society. In Kenya, the organization of
household labour is gendered and based on existing hierarchies or established power structures
within the family system. Gender role differentiation is also structurally and culturally defined in
ways which create and reinforce relationships of male dominance and female subordination. Ideas
about what patterns of behaviour and activities are appropriate or inappropriate for women and
men are largely social and cultural in origin and they are acquired through the socialization into
different roles on the basis of sex. In the course of socialization process, already existing
stereotypes about women are reinforced and there is a strong cultural emphasis on sex-appropriate
behaviour used as a basis of determining future occupation status of men and women. Guided by
patriarchal principles, women in Karachuonyo are expected, and encouraged, to exhibit those
behaviors® which portray them as submissive, supportive, emotionally warm, nurturing,

subordinate and docile (Onam et al., 2010:601).



Kenyan women have played a traditional role of motherhood and home makers in both rural and
urban areas. However, their work has never been limited to the household and the family. The
women are actively involved in all aspects of their social life. Women are producers, procreators
and active participants in the social and cultural activities of the community. However, the
important roles they play have not always been recognized, their participation in the economy has
not been valued for a long time and they have not received their share of the nation’s wealth.

Without equal opportunities, they have lagged behind men in all fields of self-advancement.

Women’s productivity is predominated in the processing and marketing of food, rearing, food
processing and industries. In rural areas, women are engaged in a wide variety of economic
activities including the construction of houses, land cultivation and harvesting, and food storage
(Amarech, 2004:13). However, women’s work in the agricultural sector has often been erroneously
documented as marginal and they have been considered more as consumer than producers. Women
have secondary status within the family and in the society, which is why they get little credit for
their productivity. Hence, women continue to be regarded as an appendage to the family and as
consumer but not as producers. It is important to understand how conditions of women have
changed and the need for the country to mobilize the labor of women to optimize human resource

in the overall economic development of the nation.

Many women in developing countries have a direct contact with the natural environment as they
collect essential items for everyday needs. There are also women consumers or purchasers whose
link with the environment is less direct, but the action can have a bearing in the future (Rahmeto,

1989:13). Though, it is understood that women have triple roles in the society, their productive
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role has not been recognized. Women receive no remuneration for their labor, no monetary or
material gains and no benefit in luxury time even to improve their living conditions (Mokonen,
1996:15). The point is not that women should place themselves above the need of their family, or
that their need and wants are similar to those of urban women with higher income. Rural women
spend their time in productive activities, which directly benefits their families and society in
economic terms. There should be some terms for their productive services and of providing

incentives for them to produce efficiently and use their energies meaningfully.

Roshan and Khurana (2011:19) pointed out another factor that needs to.be. taken into account.
Certain tasks, activities or enterprises may be regarded as male or female. For example, women
typically gather forest products for fuel, food for the family, fodder for livestock and medicinal
uses. Men more often cut wood to sell or use as building materials. In order to secure sustainable
and equitable management of forest resources, therefore, both women and men need to be
consulted in the design and implementation of forestry projects. Similarly, where livestock is
concerned, women and men often own different animal species and use different animal products.
Policies or programmes should target the needs of both men and women. It is therefore, important
to include women on both the planning process of the different organizational institutions so as to

safeguard the alarming rate of environmental degradation.

Assigning contributions to agricultural outputs by gender is also problematic because in most
agricultural households, both men and women are involved in crop production. Researchers have
occasionally used this approach where there are distinguishable cropping patterns by gender

(Hoddinott and Haddad, 1995:3; Duflo and Udry, 2001). A careful analysis of agricultural practice



shows that while there are gendered patterns of cropping, the distinctions between men’s and
women’s crops do not hold up well enough to use them to make inferences about men’s and
women’s relative contribution to production. In addition, gendered patterns of cropping may

change over time.

2.4 The Socio-cultural factors limiting women’s participation in Agricultural Production

2.4.1 Women’s Land Rights and Customary Systems

According to Action Aid (2011:19); Bikaako and Ssenkumba (2003: 247), for women farmers
access to land and having control over their land is essentia! for basic livelihood, more cconomic
independence and a way out of poverty. However, in many communities, access to land is
governed by both statutory and customary laws. Customary laws emerge from unwritten social
rules derived from shared community values and traditions. Customary laws limit women’s rights
on land to secondary level, mainly derived from patriarchal households. This law underpins
patriarchal system of traditional authority to reinforce patriarchal values which disadvantage

women and place them to subordinate role in the society (WLSA, 2001:49),

Marriage has been a primary means of getting access to land under customary system of tenure in
sub-Saharan Africa. Unmarried women have little access to land because, they are not allowed to
inherit properties in most patrilineal societies while wives have better access to their husbands’
land through marriage, thus security of marriage becomes major requirement for security of tenure
(Davison, 1988:19). On the other hand, studies have revealed that marriage as an institution and
family structures are becoming more and more unstable especially by impacts of HIV/AIDS in

Sub-Saharan Africa (Nzioki, 2002:94).
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Some customary laws give sons exclusive right to inherit land and other properties whereas wives
and unmarried daughters have the right to be supported. Pre-existing customary norms in some
matrilineal societies in Africa used to allow widows continued lifetime rights on their marital land
which passes on to male heirs after their death (Davison, 1988:17; Nzioki, 2002:94). But, this
practice is not necessarily adhered to as land gained value. Widows are becoming vulnerable, and
sometimes forced off their deceased husbands’ land by their in laws or by their own sons.
Customary laws generally sanction male authority over women, (community customs and
traditions support land allocation. te the males). Under customary laws, all property acquire< by

the spouses except personal goods, belong to the husband.

FAO asserts that many countries have extended formal legal rights to women over land inheritance
and ownership. However, customary practices and the inability of many women to assert their
legal rights means those formal legal provisions are often not followed. Traditions remain stronger
than law when it comes to land issues. Opposition from land reform authorities, peasant unions,
village authorities ;xr;d male household heads can frustrate land reform efforts to extend legal land

rights to both single and married women.

According to Manuh (1998:9) and Action Aid (2011), women farmers often get the poorest land,
infertile, dry and far from water sources, or small pieces of land some distance apart. Drought and
other damages to the environment caused by climate change can make it impossible to grow the

food their families need to survive. Smallholder farmers are mostly women growing crops to feed



their families (subsistence or “high-risk low-yield” farming). Commercial farmers who produce

crops for sale are mostly men. Only commercial farmers are regarded as “economically active”.

The Kenya's new constitution mentions that “every person” is entitled to own property and
equitable access to land. However, the constitution fails to mention the rights for women and does
not acknowledge the gender discrimination of land rights in the past. According to a report entitled
'The National Land Policy: Critical Gender Issues and Policy Statement', only five percent of
women in Kenya own land (Mbatiah, 2010; Wanyeki, 2003:150).

FAO (2009) agrees with the sentiment that women be allowed to access land either directly or
indirectly, as the majority have limited or no access to or control over land. In some African
countries, women are rarely allocated land in their own right, particularly in patrilineal
communities. Land is allocated to men, who are the heads of household. Women in matrilineal
societies on the other hand are allocated land in their own right, but the land is still commonly
controlled by their husbands or male clan heads (FAO, 2009). In the study village, men are the
ones who have full ownership of property and any valuable goods in the household must belong

to the head of the household. This, of course, is in line with their culture.

According to Luo culture, a woman is not in a position, or rather, is not entitled to own any kind
of valuable property such as land. This has been the culture for many generations and, apparently,
still exists in the villages. Consequently, women in the village do not feel that it is their right to
own land personally, as their mothers did not do so. They are not even aware of such things as

owning properties. However, they are allowed to access the land but they do not have control over
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it. As society continues to position men as sole owners of property, it is clear that these customs
and practices hold Kenyan women back and hinders their total economic development (Mbatiah,

2010).

2.4.2 Farm Inputs

Better seeds, farm tools and equipment, manure and sustainable alternatives to fertilizers and
pesticides will enable women farmers to farm sustainably, be more productive, and achieve food
security. However, it is often very difficult for poor women farmers to get what they need to
improve their farming. As smallholder farmers, they are not regarded as “economically active”
and are excluded from membership of farimer Groups aid cooperatives. As a result, they lose oui

on Inputs available to members such as seeds, tools, and services (Seshu and Malavika, 1989).

Most women farmers do not own even simple farm tools like hoes or harrows. Many women
farmers know traditional ways of preserving seeds and other genetic material of plants to produce
the next crop. They are told that new genetically modified seeds will produce much better crops
but then they will be forced to buy expensive new seeds every season.

Most women farmers do not have access to expensive equipment such as ploughs and tractors.
Seeds, fertilizer and other inputs are usually packed and sold in big quantities suitable for
commercial farms (FAO, 1994). Most farmers lack information on the right type of farm inputs to
use and the appropriate time of application of the same. The cost of key inputs such as seed,
pesticides, fertilizer, drugs and vaccines is high for resource-poor farmers. Most farmers therefore,

do not use them. This greatly reduces the yield that the farmers get (Caleb and Kibet, 2011).
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Most women farmers cannot afford to buy the inputs they need and it is difficult for them to get
loans. Women are not the recognized owners of the land they farm and most credit providers want
land as collateral for loans. Government schemes to provide (subsidized) inputs often do not target
or benefit women as much as they should. Poor infrastructure makes it difficult to get input (Action

Aid, 2011).

2.4.3 Unsuitable or Lack of Extension Services and Training

Accordmg to Lucy (2003) extension services provide advice and training to enable farmers to use
new inputs and methods to farm more productlvely Technological developments and the 1mpacts
of climate change are making extension services ever more important. Women farmers especially

smallholders have a lot of challenges that hinders them from accessing extension services and

training.

Extension services are mostly designed for commercial farmers who grow cash crops but most
women farmers are smaiifiolders who grow subsistence food crops. Almost aii extension workers
are men and few have been trained to provide the services and information that women smallholder
farmers need. Few women have been trained as extension workers. Extension service providers
usually expect women to g0 to where they are, but there may be social, cultural or religious taboos

against doing so (Action Aid, 2010).

According to USAID (2005), Women farmers already have too many demands on their time: they
work a triple shift (farming, domestic work and family care). They have little time for extension
services and training. Most women farmers cannot afford to pay for extension services.
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(“Structural Adjustment Programs” require payment for services that in the past were free to

farmers).

According to Caleb and Kibet (2011), the agricultural sector extension service plays a key role in
disseminating knowledge, technologies and agricultural information, and in linking farmers with
other actors in the economy. The extension service is one of the critical change agents required in
transforming subsistence farming to a modern and commercial agriculture to promote household
food security, improve income and reduce poverty. However, there is limited access to extension
services in most parts of the country with the National extension staff: farmer ratio standing at

1:1,500. This situation has hindered most farmers from keeping pace with changing technological

advances. There is therefore, need for recruitment of more extension staff and the involvement of

NGOs to increase access of extension services to farmers.

2.4.4 Access to credit and Finance

Loan, finance and credit are essential so that women smallholder farmers can pay for inputs to

improve farming and develop small business enterprises to empower themselves economically.
Women smallholder farmers are often not regarded as “real farmers” and that makes it very
difficult for them to get loans/credit for farming. There are few banks or micro-credit schemes in
rural areas and not enough information about credit available, how to apply, and repayment terms.
Applying for credit can be a difficult and confusing process, especially for those who are illiterate.
Interest rates are high. Land is usually required as collateral (security) for credit but womesn aic

not usually the registered owners of the land they farm. Many women cannot enter into contracts

such as credit agreements in their own right. (The woman'’s husband or other male family member
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has to give permission or even sign on her behalf). Without access to credit, it is very difficult for
women subsistence farmers to develop small business enterprises and empower themselves

economically. Those who get loans from unregulated money-lenders can end up hopelessly in debt

and lose everything.

The problem of women’s access to micro-credit is lack of awareness and importance of women’s
productivity role both for national economic and women’s right. Women are better managers and
serve to increase their income and to escape from poverty when they get credit support and micro-
-finance facilities (Lindia, 2005; Action Aid 2011). Many credit associations and export crop
market cooperaﬁveé limit membership to household heads in many African countries, thereby
excluding married and single women (Manuh, 1998:13). Women face greater difficulties than men,
particularly with regard to participation in rural cooperatives and access to credit, training and
agricultural extension.
These difficulties rarely flow from explicitly discriminatory norms, as legislation on these issues
is in most cases gender neutral. Rather, they mainly arise from cultural practices and stereotypes
(e.g. 0;1 Qomm’s role within the family and on interactions between persons of different sexes)
and from socio-economic factors (e.g. as for access to credit, women’s higher illiteracy rates, lack
of information about available credit programmes, lack of land titles to be offered as collateral,
more limited access to formal employment, and exclusion from credit cooperatives (FAO, 2005:3).
Onguono (2010:5) notes that women do not have access to resources such as finance for the
execution of planned projects like their male contemporaries. In some communities, women are
encouraged only to produce food crops for sustaining the family, leaving men in control of the

production of cash crops.

ty
to



According to Linda (2005), micro-finance and credit support are part of an integrated program for
poverty reduction for the poorest people, creation of accessibility for credit and micro-finance is
an entry point for women’s economic, social and political empowering. On the other hand, because
of their illiteracy, absence of business management capacity, lack of exposure to information about
the importance of credit and micro-finance for income generation, lack of confidence and fear to

risk taking to borrow loan etc., affect the economic empowering of rural women.

Appropriate training on the proper management and dissemination of informatior about
importance of credit and micro-finance for empowering and income generation to poor rural
women has to be undertaken by development agencies and government to ensure poverty
reduction. It is recognized that one of the most promising means for women empowerment is
supporting women to have their own sources of income. However, many constrains prevent
women’s involvement in the male-dominated world of business and commerce. These range from

dominance that creates pressure on women to loss of economic independence and confidence.

2.4.5 Agricultural Research and Technology

Research is essential to develop better crop varieties, methods and technology for sustainable
farming in this time of climate change. Most research focuses on commercial crops and farming
methods that require heavy machinery and highly skilled labor. There is little funding for research
on the staple food crops grown by women, especially the indigenous crops. Most research ignores
the women farmers’ need for appropriate technology to save them time and labor. Most research
ignores women'’s knowledge of traditional farming methods, indigenous crops, biological diversity

and plant resources. There is no data on use of farming inputs and new technology by women.
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Women sometimes lose their land rights when new technology (such as advanced irrigation) makes

the land more valuable (Action Aid, 2010).

2.4.6 Market Services

Access to markets, reliable information about markets, and competitive pricing are essential for
economic empowerment of women. Most smallholder farmers keep on producing the same
product, and take it to the same market at the same time. But if there is too much of the same
product on sale, or if it is not a product that people want, or if competitors can sell more cheaply,
prices will go down and farmers will get a low return for their labor. Difficulties that women
'sma.lih‘older farmers face inciude: lack of information about markets, poor roads and transport in
rural areas, high cost of trading licenses, middlemen who take the lion’s share of profits and
officials who demand bribes, they lack facilities and skills to add value to their produce and do not

belong to marketing cooperatives that could help them negotiate better prices (Action aid, 2011).

2.4.7 Education

Education is one of the significant factors affecting the participation of women in agricultural
development. Rad et al., (20}0:5)' agree that education is one of the important factors that heip
development to be realized. The purpose of education (formal and informal) as stated by Rad et
al., (2010:3) is to communicate accumulated wisdom and knowledge from one generation to the

next.

Secondly, education enhances active participation in innovation and the development of new
knowledge. Ani et al., (2004:6) further argue that education enhances the ability to derive, decode

and evaluate useful information for agricultural production. The Food and Agricultural



Organization/United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization [FAO/UNESCO]
(2002:12) note that better education and training have become essential for sustainable
development and for rural economies to survive. A study conducted by the Natural Resources
Management and Environment Department (2010:1), reveals that, illiteracy is a major constraint

facing women in development.

Women are unable to understand and utilize technical information because they lack basic formal
education. This department also reveals that, because of their illiteracy, women farmers are unable
to read and understand the written ‘matergal provided by extension programs that educate farmers.. .
Penin (1999:12) supports the latter sentiment by arguing that, education has a relationship with
farming progressiveness. The reason is that there is a positive correlation between education and

farming.

In addition, as noted by Anselm et al., (2010:128), education plays a significant role in positively
influencing the status of women in farm decision-making. He states that highly educated women
are likely to maké a higher contribution to farm decision making than uneducated ones. A study
conducted by Ani et al., (2004:13) on the relationship between socio-economic characteristics of
rural women farmers and their adoption of technology showed that educated women farmers
adopts farm technologies at a higher rate than less educated people who continue to use more
rudimentary technology. Therefore, education of rural women is important for their progressive
participation in sustainable development. Ravinder ez al., (2009:52) note that socio-cultural factors

also play a role in hindering women from accessing and furthering their educational interests. They

to
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argue that, factors such as early marriage place a greater burden on household labour and acts as a

barrier to girls’ progress in education.
g prog

A study conducted by Gundu (2009:130) reveals that one of the major factors that affect women
in farming is illiteracy. It was argued that this constrains one’s access to needed farming
information. Gundu further argues that even though there may be available reading materials for
farmers who want to improve themselves, women in the village are ultimately limited by their
illiteracy. Gundu noted that illiteracy among respondents seriously inhibited their ability to access
and use agricultural information to achieve and sustain household food security. She further notes
that the illiteracy situation limits women’s capacities to access agricultural training, credit,
participation in economic activities and also access to information from other relevant
organizations, not to mention the post-harvest and surplus management offered. She adds that the
lack of education also affects the reception of services such as extension, as generally, adaptation

and diffusion of innovations is often slow among the less literate populations in society.

From the literature reviewed, several barriers affecting women’s participation in agricultural
activities have been identified. Even though there are laws and policies which enable women to
freely access credit facilities and benefits in Kenya, in most rural settings, these women are not
making use of such resources. As the literature suggests, women are inhibited from practicing
activities they desire and their rights are denied by the social norms and customs of their societies.
Systemic gender based biases are one of the major issues limiting women in engaging and

accessing agriculture related resources.



2.5 Overcoming socio-cultural constrains that limit women’s participation in agriculture

According to FAO (201 1a:18), carefully designed policies, strategies and projects can work within
existing cultural norms, through the public and private sectors, in ways that benefit both men and
women. Specific recommendations for closing the gender gap include; access to land, markets,

technology, extension, and financial services.

Legal rights are difficult to enforce if they are not seen as legitimate; thus recognizing customary
land rights and working with community leaders is essential to ensure that women’s rights are
protected. Strengthening traditional use:rights for widows and divorced women may provide more
secure tenure for them even in cases where there is resistance to full ownership. Relevant training
is also required for staff in the various institutions that carry out and enforce land rights, including
land registries, cadastral offices, titling agencies, land magistrates and courts. Gender-balanced
employment in these institutions can aiso help. Where appropriate, officials’ performance should

be evaluated against gender-related targets (Ikdahl, 2008).

The involvement of women’s organizations in the process can facilitate the achievement of gender
equity targets. Furthermore, gender targets for access and tenure security should be monitored and
officials held accountable for meeting them. Raising women’s legal literacy, increasing the
dissemination and accessibility of information and establishing supporting legal services are
essential in promoting gender equity in land programmes. Legal literacy means that women are

aware of their legal rights and know how they can be enforced and protected.



Officials responsible fbr implementing land programmes must actively educate both men and
women regarding gender equity provisions and the possibility of joint titling, rather than treating
the decision as a private matter between spouses (Ikdahl, 2008:8; Brown, 2003). Civil society
organizations can be instrumental in promoting legal literacy. In Mozambique, when land
legislation was integrated into literacy programmes or when non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) distributed land law information repeatedly over a long time, women were more likely to

know their rights to land (FAO, 2010:43).

According te Schuler et al. (1997), access to credit empowers women by increasing their
sovereignty and decision-making within the household. Amplified autonomy may allow women
to attain unrealized goals by improving their bargaining position in the household. It is generally
observed that women have little control over their credit and often do not always consume their
loans themselves but act as representative of male family member. Most women are willing to take
up jobs to supplement their family income by participating in income generating activities.
However, majority of them do not have the required skills. Access to finance at affordable rates
for poor women is necessary and development agencies should begin to turn their efforts towards
utilizing credit as a development tool. The credit programs also tend to help greatly in changing

the attitudes of men to the role of women in the household and the community in general.

The major problems for women with respect to technologies are the choice of technologies and
their access by women, rather than their availability. The reviews by Carr (1978) and the
international center for research on women (Berger et al., 1984), supports this conclusion. Related

1o this is the potential for increased productivity that is lost as a result of the lack of improvements
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in this area (Moock, 1976). To address this, labour saving technological options for a broad range
of activities performed by women need to be incorporated in a complete technological package.
To the minimum this should include postharvest processing and storage in addition to crop

production.

Greater attention to institutional and organizational needs is necessary for better identification and
dissemination of suitable agricultural technologies and inputs. These should be accessible to all
farmers; including women (Goodell, 1984). Women farmers have relatively difficult access to
technology, pastly due to their work loads. There is need for programs with special emphasis on
women; for example, reaching women farmers with extension education using different techniques

from those commonly used.

Financial institutions, governments and NGOs should offer financial literacy training to ensure
that women can compare products and make decisions based on a clear understanding of the
characteristics and conditions of the products available (Mayoux et al., 2009). Such efforts could
involve steps such as disseminating information and promotion materials in places or through
channels that women can access with simple application procedures and adapting them to women’s
literacy and numeracy levels. Simplify insurance contracts and communicate their conditions using

language and examples that less-literate women can easily understand.

Women remain significantly overrepresented among the illiterate. Improved access to education
and better-quality education will help reduce some of the wage gap and, more importantly, allow

women to diversify by widening the opportunities available to them. In countries where agriculture



is a major source of employment for women, skill building should address relevant skills and

knowledge gaps and focus on extension services and vocational training (Quisumbing and

Maluccio, 2003).

Lenders and other financial institutions should promote a gender sensitive culture throughout their
organization (World Bank, FAO, IFAD, 2010).Women should be consulted and included in
discussions, decision-making, planning and provision of services. Marketing strategies, promotion

and services delivery should be gender sensitive.

»

2.6 Theoretical Framework

2.6.1 Gender Planning Approach

The Moser Gender Planning Framework is a tool for gender analysis in development planning. It
was developed by Caroline Moser with the goal to free women from subordination and allows
them to achieve equality, equity, and empowerment. She developed this framework for a gender
and development (GAD) approach to development planning and further expanded it into a
methodology for gender policy and planning. The framework is based on Moser's concepts of
gender roles and gender needs, and her views on the ways policies should approach gender and

development planning.

The Moser gender planning framework was found to be sufficient for this study. The framework
emphasizes the importance of gender relations and includes quantitative emipirical facts. It also
investigates the reasons and processes that lead to conventions of access and control. Aspirations

or needs that women strive to achieve have been classified into two categories by Moser. The
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categories are practical and strategic gender needs which arise from inequalities that exist between
men and women. Societies prescribe gender roles based on sex hence the condition of the people

arising from the gender division of labour result into practical gender needs.

Moser (1993: 27-36) draws attention to the fact that women's 'home-maker' role is only one of
multiple roles they perform. She mentions three main roles of women which she refers to as the

'triple role of women which include; women's reproductive, productive and community managing

roles.

2.6.2hl-1elevance of the Tl;e(;ry to the Siudy

Moser's categorization is useful, in that it makes women's work visible and emphasizes the
diversity of their domestic, commercial and communal responsibilities. The workload of women
is often underestimated due to the tendency of considering only the salaried work to be 'real' work.
Secondly, the concept of the triple role of women demonstrates the common perception of 'male
breadwinner' and 'female home-maker’. Further the framework includes gender disaggregation,
control of resources and decision making within the household. The framework acknowledges a

political element to gender planning, and assumes that the process will have to deal with conflicts.

The framework is intended to assist planners to identify what women’s equality and empowerment
would mean in practice, and to determine to what extent a development intervention supports
greater empowerment. The framework provides six tools to examine elements of a project’s design

or a secioral program to determine and see if it affects the five different levels of equality either

negatively, neutrally, or positively.
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2.6.3 Conceptual Modél

The findings from existing literature provided the foundation for the conceptual framework of this
study with the outcome variable being tested. According to the above discussed concepts and
theories, the researcher argued that there are both pull and push factors that influence women’s
roles and participation in agricultural production. Pull factors are those clements that enable or
encourage women’s role and participation while push factors are those elements that hinder
women’s role and participation in agricultural production. The study made use of the adjusted
model recommended by Onam et al., (2010) for assessing how gender of a household head affects
other variables which influence _agn'cultural production. Onam ¢f.al., (2010) posited that gender of
household head does not directly influence agricultural production but rather indirectly through its
effects on other variables. For instance, time allocated to agricultural activities depends on
gender/sex of household head. This is particularly pronounced in the Luo social set up where
women’s roles and responsibilities are different from those of men due to the fact that, apart from
engaging in agricultural production just like men, they also do engage on non-agricultural
productive and reproductive roles spch as child care and other household chores. This directly

L I

influences scale and intensity of farm operations apart from indirectly affecting production.

Similarly, gender affects labour supply due to the fact that female headed households’ sizes tend
to be smaller than male headed households (Tiruneh et al., 2001). The proposed framework added
value to the Onam Framework by incorporating more independent variables; farm support services
and land rights and customary systems. The framework depicted the relationship between a set of
independent variables; farm asset inputs, time allocated to agricultural activities, non-farm income,

farm support services, land rights and customary systems and the dependent variable (agricultural



production) with gender of Household Head treated as a moderating variable. The conceptual

framework is shown in Figure 2.1.

Access to Farm inputs

Ox plough Moderating variable
Livestock - Sex of HH Head
TR i - Education
oy - Age
P g
eaticides - HH Size/ dependency
£ ratio
Tm.ne allocated to - Family type
aorienltural Ql‘h\.liflpﬂ & Marital st?tus
- Gender role biases
- Domestic
responsibilities Dependent
variable
" Non-Farm income b e TR
- Wage labour X > Agricultural
- Wagerate Production
- Non-farm income - Value of
production per
— adult equivalent
Farm support services

- Extension advice
A rraco ta Aradit

- Information about
technological trends

Land rights &
customary systems
= Access to land

- Coantral Aaver land

- Land ownership

—

Independent variables
Figure 2.1: Conceptual model

(Source: Modified Version Adopted from Onam et al., (2010)
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3.0 CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This section outlines the methodology used in the study. The study was based on the qualitative
and quantitative research design in the collection of data. A combination of interviews and
reviewing of secondary data was used to ensure the reliability of the data collected in the study
area. The chap__tcr also included the sample size and thg_sampling pr}ocedures., data collection

methods, data analysis and interpretation and the ethical considerations observed during the study.

3.2 Research Site

The research was based in Karachuonyo. Karachuonyo Constituency is in Homa-Bay County in
the former Nyanza region, along the south shores of Lake Victoria’s Winam Gulf (Fig 3.1). It has
a population of 162,045. Education levels in Rachuonyo are low- according to the KNBS (2009),
about 80% of the population have not gone beyond primary level education while only 18%
attained secondary level education with women at the lower end of education pyramid (KNBS,
2009). This means that majority of the women in Karachuonyo are illiterate or semi-literate and
rely on agriculture for survival while some also engage in petty trade and other informal activities.
In addition, most women provide the bulk of agricultural labour while most men engage in

alternative non-farm activities in order to earn income for family expenditure needs (Onam, 2010).

Women are even more burdened as they are still required to perform reproductive roles like home

making and in most instances they engage in other income generating activities like petty trade.
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This labour burden is fnost pronounced among female headed households and widows (Onam,
2010). Karachuonyo covers about 500 Km? of which 80% is of a great agricultural potential
(arable) with rich cotton and loam soils. Although classified as semi-arid, the Constituency
normally experiences the long March-May seasonal rains that support production of short life-

cycle crops like hybrid maize, sorghum, beans, tomatoes and vegetables.

Farmers along the lakes and rivers are also engaged in all year round production of maize and

horticultural crops (vegetable, watermelon and tomatoes) through pump irrigation (KNBS, 2009).

The black cotton soils found in most parts of the constituency enables farmers to grow cotton that

is used by local cloth industries to make fabrics. In addition, most of the Karachuonyo residents

keep indigenous cattle (zebu), sheep and goats with few exotic dairy animals and poultry farming

(Onam, 2010).
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IEBC REVISED KARACHUONYO CONSTITUENCY
COUNTY ASSEMBLY WARDS

Figure 3.1: Map of Karachuonyo Constituency

Source: IEBC (2013)

3.3  Research Design
According to Buckingham and Saunders (2004), a research design is a plan or guide for data

collection and interpretation, with sets of rules that enable the researcher to conceptualize and
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observe the problem under study. The cross-sectional research design was employed by obtaining
a representative random sample of male and female farmers. Descriptive method was used for the
study to describe the relationship between factors influencing the participation of women in

agricultural production.

The research utilized both quantitative and qualitative methods to collect data. Data was obtained
from both primary and secondary sources. Primary data was collected directly from respondents
using semi-structured questionnaires. Key informant interviews with local provincial
administrators and agricultural extension officers were also used to complcment the questionnaire
tool. Secondary data was collected through reviews of available literatures on agricultural
production in the study area. The respondents were drawn using various sampling procedures.
Quantitative data was analyzed using the SPSS package while the qualitative data was analyzed
thematically along the study objectives. Study conclusions are based on convergence of evidence

through triangulation of results from the different methods used.

3.4 The Study Population

According to Ngechu (2004), a study population is a well-defined set of people, services, elements,
and events, group of things or households that are being investigated. Mugenda (2008) describes
study population as the total population which the researcher specifies in his or her proposal. The

study population for this study comprised of all the 50,000 farmers in Karachuonyo Constituency.
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3.5 Sample Population

Gall et al., (1996) define a sample as a portion of a population chosen by some clearly defined sets
of procedures to represent the larger population and used to draw references about that population.
Kachuonyo Constituency comprises of seven (7) County Assembly Wards (Karachuonyo West,
North, Central, Kibiri, Kanyaluo, Wan’gchieng’ and Kendu-Bay Town). Each of the county
assemblies has between 8-13 sub locations. The sample population for this study comprised of
randomly chosen men and women farmers in Kawiti sub locations. The unit of analysis was the
individual farmer.

R

3.6 Sampling Procedures

The sampling for this study was based on two-stage probability random sampling procedure. The
seven county assemblies formed the primary sampling units (Enumeration Areas). Out of the seven
country assemblies, Karachuonyo west was randomly chosen. Through convenience sampling,
Kawiti sub-location was then selected by the researcher from the initially chosen county

assemblies.

The sample frame- a list of households from the chosen sub location was obtained from the local
assistant chief. An initial inquiry with the local provincial administration had put the total number
of farmers at 789. A representative sample size of 50 farmers was then selected for questionnaire
interviews. The households to participate in the study were randomly chosen by use of “random
sampling of cases command” in SPSS. In addition, the key informants were purposively selected
on the basis of their expert knowledgeable on certain issues regarding the study topic. The key

informants included the local agricultural extension officer, the chief and assistant chief. village
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elders, men and women who have knowledge on land ownership and traditions that undermines

women’s full participation in agriculture.

3.7 Data Collection Methods

Data Collection is the process of gathering data and measuring information on variables of interest,
in an established systematic fashion that enables one to answer stated research questions, test
hypothesis, and evaluate outcomes (Lescroel, 2014). Data collection methods refer to the device
used to collect data, such as a paper questionnaire or computer assisted interviewing system.

This study employed the following methods;

3.7.1 Questionnaire Survey

The main tool for data collections was semi-structured questionnaires. A questionnaire is a
research instrument consisting of a series of questions and other prompts for the purpose of
gathering information from respondents (Fowler, 1988). The researcher administered part of the
questionnaires and the rest were left with the respondents to fill at their convenience. The questions
covered such areas as; personal data, family information, education levels, role of womer. in
agricultural production, access to land and their tenure security, access to extension, credit,
information and other support services, their level of decision making and why women continue
to remain invisible in agricultural production. The questionnaire was pilot tested and necessary

corrections done based on the pilot field experiences (Appendix II).

372 Key Informant Interviews

Key informant interviews are qualitative in-depth interviews with people who know what is going
on in the community (Carter and Bealieu, 1992). The Key informants included the local provincial
administrators (chiefs, assistant chief and village elders), extension officers and women who are
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successful in farming. The chiefs and the village elders provided information on the land use and
acquisition patterns in the study area and the socio-cultural orientation of the study population that

are related to agricultural production.

The extension officers provided insights on how they deal with women; factors that undermine
their roles and contribute to their invisibility in agricultural production while women farmers
provided highlights on issues that affect them in agricultural production. The interviews were
conducted in the form of a conversation where the interviewer was able to establish the general

direction of the conversation and pursue.specific topics related to the study enquiry.

3.7.3 Secondary Sources

To complement the primary data, the review of secondary material was used in the course of data
collection for the study. Materials from scholarly literature such as books, journal articles,
dissertations, reports from the ministry of agriculture and lands ministry at the county were used.
Wolcott (1995: 56) cited in Songelwa (2009: 103) refers to this technique as the “art of doing
fieldwork”, which comprises not only ‘being there” with the display of courtesy and common
sense, but also ‘getting nosy’ through aggressively seeking information, and making the ‘best use
of the work of others’ through perusing archival documents and libraries. This technique allowed
the researcher to ‘represent fairly the various multiple realities’ not only with people related to the
Project, but also with other researchers through their work and to trace “patterns or trends and
styles of behavior” (Yin, 1993: 61).

3.8 Data Analysis and Interpretation

The analysis of data brings order, structure and meaning to the mass of data collected (De Vos

1998: 63). Interpretation on the other hand involves making sense or creating meaning from the
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data collected. SPSS soﬁwme was used for data analysis. Descriptive analysis (percentages, cross
tabulations and graphs) to show the nature and the influence of studied variables. Qualitative
analysis was done to complement the quantitative methods described. This was done through
content and thematic analysis of information got from key informants and analyzed documents,
According to Babbie et al., (2010: 56) content analysis allows the researcher to examine written
documents or transcriptions of recorded verbal communication. This involved systematically
coding and organizing data into themes and concepts that address the research questions and

objectively identifying characteristics of the message.

3.9 Ethical Considerations

Ethical issues in research relates to the protection of human participants to ensure the absence or
lessen the possibility of harm, anxiety, discomfort or trauma (Coup & Schneider 2007). The
researcher abided by all the ethical principles on research on human beings. The researcher sought
for informed consent from every participant; at the initial contact, the researcher explained the
study verbally, then provided the panic_ipants With a copy of Fhe consent form (Appendix I). The
rese;.irch;rﬂahlso ‘é);;;lail;ed to participants that they had the right to withdraw from the study at any
time, The participants were also informed that their responses remained anonymous and that the
questionnaires were only used for academic purposes. The researcher hopes that this study will be
of benefit to the gender and development field and subsequently improve the lives of rural women
farmers. In addition, the participants were informed that the results of the study could be shared

with them if they so wish at no cost to them at all.
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4.0 CHAPTER FOUR: RECOGNIZING THE ROLE OF KENYAN WOMEN IN
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the findings of the study. The findings are analysed and interpreted in line
with the study objectives.

4.2 General Information

Out of the 50 Questionnaires that were administered to the respondents by the researcher, 42 of
the Questionnaires were correctly filled and returned. This represented a response rate of 84%,
only 8 of the Questionnaires returned were not correctly filled and therefore, were disqualified .
which represented 16% of the total Questionnaires issued. Of the filled questionnaires, 68% were
female while 32% were male.

4.3 Socio-Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents

Quantitative data was collected and analyzed on demographic and social characteristics of survey

respondents. Respondents were asked about their age, sex, marital status, educational level and

skills/knowledge in agriculture.

4.3.1 Gender Representation of the Respondents

The study respondents included both men and women with majority being female (68%) while 32
% were male. The high number of female respondents enabled the researcher to get more
information regarding women’s participation and work load within the households. The inclusion

of men as study respondents was for the researcher to understand men’s perception on women’s

participation and performance in agriculture.

Figure 4.1 below is a presentation of the distribution of respondents’ gender.



Gender distribution of
respondents

Figure 4.1 Gender Distribution of study respondents

4.3.2 Age of Respondents

The analysis of age distribution of the respondents in this study revealed that majority (48%) of
the respondents was between 40 — 50 years. This was followed by the category of between 29 —
39 years at 29 percent. The rest of the categories recorded below seven percent.

Table 4.1 below shows the age distribution of the respondents.

Table 4.1 Distribution by age

l Age group ~ | Frequency | Percentage *1
m 3 7% s
Exa 12 29% e
4050 et TR i
e R |
7 &

0

Wawdove | 2%
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4.3.3 Marital Status
The study sought to establish the marital status of the respondents, figure 4.2 below presents the
ﬁndings, the findings reveal that most of the respondents (62%) were married, 8 percent were
separated, and 12 percent had never been married while 18 percent were widowed. These findings
were interpreted to mean that marital status played a role in women’s participation in agriculture
because only in situations where there was presence of a husband did the women partially
isible i [ i hile the
participate in agriculture. The widowed women were visible in agricultural production w

Participate at all.

Figure 4.2: Marital status of respondents
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Separated
8%

4.3.4 Education Level of Respondents

tablish the education level of the respondents. the analysis of the
Further, the study sought to es ~

: od 1 » table 4.2;
data collected is rcprcscnlgd in thet
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Level of education frequency Percentage
No formal education T 16

Primary 23 55
Secondary 12 29
University or college 0 0

Any other specify 0 0

TOTAL 42 100

Table 4.2 Distribution by education Level of respondents

From the data collected, the majority 23 (55%) of the respondents had primary level qualifications,
12 (29%) of the respondents had secondary qualifications while 7 (16%) of the respondents had
no formal education at all. None of the respondents had attained university or college level of
education. By implications, majority of the respondents were primary school certificate holders.
This could actually imply that resulting from patriarchy, the males who are less educated are likely
to suppress women’s visibility in economic activities like agricultural production. In addition, it
would imply that less educated women are more likely to be overpowered by their male

counterparts. The education level therefore, has influence on women’s visibility in agriculture.

4.3.5 Knowledge and Skills in Agriculture of the Respondents

The quantitative data on knowledge and skills in agriculture indicates that majority of the
respondents (55%) had acquired some skills and knowledge in agriculture. Among those who had
acquired skills in agriculture, 21 and 19 percent had attended seminars and workshops respectively

for training in agriculture. Majority (45%) of the respondents however had not acquired any



knowledge and skills in agriculture. This could explain why conventional agriculture is largely

practiced in Kawiti Sub-location.

Figure 4.3 Distribution of respondents by specialized training in agriculture
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Short Course Seminar Workshop None Other

4.4 The Socio-Cultural and Economic Factors in Women’s Participation in Agriculture
This section presents the findings on the socio-cultural and economic factors that influence

women’s participation in agriculture.

4.4.1 Education, Decision Making and Family Size

The study sought to establish from the respondents some of the socio-cultural factors that militate
against the visibility of women’s participation and contribution to agriculture. From the findings,
majority (49%) of the respondents strongly agreed that the level of education attained by a woman
strongly influences her ability to participate and positively contribute in family agricultural
activities, 17% of the respondents agreed that level of education was a contributing factor, 11% of
the respondents were of the opinion that the level of education does not influence women's

» . . * 4 o/," N . ‘I » p
participation in agriculture and only 15% strongly believed that the level of education is
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insignificant in influencing women’s participation in agricultural activities. By implication, most
of the respondents believed that the level of education was a significant factor in influencing
women’s visibility and participation in agricultural production. On nature of land ownership,
majority (50%) of the respondents contend that it is one of the most important socio-cultural factors
that determine participation of individuals in farming activities. Women who own land are likely
to make decisions on farm activities on their land and eventual decision on what to do with their
farm produce. However, 8% of the respondents disagreed while another 15% of respondents
strongly disagreed that the nature of land ownership was not a determinant of visibility and

participation of women in agricplture.

Further, 48% and 18% of respondents strongly agreed and agreed respectively that family size is
a determinant of visibility of women involvement in agricultural activities; only 8% of the
respondents were of the opinion that family size did not determine visibility of women
involvement in agricultural activities. ability to make decision on family issues was recorded to be
a great determinant of visibility of women in agricultural activities, 53% of the respondents
strongly agreed while 15% agreed that the ability to make decision greatly influences the women’s
participation in agricultural activities, Only 13% of the respondents disagreed that this factor is a

determinant of visibility of women’s participation in agriculture.

By implication, women participation in agricultural activities refers to a women’s’ involvement in
agricultural activities at any stage in the value chain in agriculture at the family level and it is
equally one of the most important indicators of women’s empowerment at the household level.

The findings revealed that it is less likely for a woman to be involved in agricultural activities if
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this woman is less educatéd, does not make decisions independently, does not own land and is in
alarge family. Considering the impact of education on improving agricultural production, the high
illiteracy level of the respondents in this study has implications in the female involvement in
agriculture. It is even worse given the conventional agricultural methods still being embraced in

the study area.

A key informant interview with the assistant chief of Kawiti sub-location revealed the same aspects
of women involvement in agricultural activities. The key informant said “most women in this
village are either not educated or they just have basic education that essentially means that these
women are less empowered and would not demand for their rights to actively barticipate in
agriculture. Besides, even if they were to be actively involved, the technology they would apply
would be primitive since they do not have any technical know-how.” The assistant chief while
citing some instances within the community echoes the views of the respondents in contending
that educated women in Kawiti sub-location tend to be more visible in agricultural activities

especially on matters regarding on what to do with the farm produce.

Further, the assistant chief asserts that the less educated women are more visible at the farm
preparation and production process but are less visible on decisions made regarding the disposal
of the produce. The women are limited in the decision making process on when, how much and
where to sell the farm produce. This becomes a male preserve despite the fact that women are
responsible for the production process. Another key informant while expressing her views said:
“Conventionally, women in Kawiti have their place in the society, matters of decision making are

sole responsibilities of the male. An imagination that a woman would make decision on what and
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when to sell agricultural produce is far-fetched. Theirs’ is to accept the husband’s decision; in

fact women here are not even consulted on such issues to begin with.

Regarding training and extension work, the assistant chief alluded to the fact that women are often
left out when it comes to training and extension services provided to the community. Instead, men
attend most of the training and are the beneficiaries of extension services despite the fact that in
real life, it is the women who are engaged in the production process. This lack of training he

attributes to the high illiteracy levels amongst women in the community.

.An in.t't:ﬁiev; w1th the ;réa Agncultural "Ektension Officer reﬁfeaied that Women, who were not
independent in decision making, were less likely to actively participate in agricultural activities.
The officer pointed out a particular case where after the family harvested their farm produce, a
male household head sold all the produce and used the money for selfish gains. He said:
“Independence in decision making is very important when it concerns issues to do with sale of
agricultural produce, for instance, the other day there was a family where all their agricultural
harvesi was sold by the husband who then used the money for alcohol, he disappeared Jor weeks
only to come back claiming that he didn’t know the evil that pushed him to do that. The Sfamily is

left even without food.”

A village elder revealed that male dominance in agricultural activities was mostly manifested at
the end of the agriculture value chain in the village. He noted that women’s participation was more
visible at the initial stages of the production process; women were active during land preparation,
ploughing, weeding, and post harvesting activities among others but not at the point of sale of the

produce. The elders further revealed that the customary laws of the Luo do not allow for land
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ownership by women and as such, women were less likely to economically participate in

agriculture other than at subsistence levels.

By extension, they contend that such customary laws and cultural practices promote male
dominance in agricultural activities despite being only visible at the end of the value chain. The
finding are also supported by the findings from the literature review, Action Aid (2011:19) and
Bikaako and Ssenkumba (2003: 247) had earlier noted that women farmers’ access to land and
having control over it is essential for basic livelihood, food for their families, more economic
independence and a way out of poverty. Land title and tenure tend to be vested in.men, either by
legal condition or by socio-cultural norms. Land reform and resettlement have tended to reinforce
this bias against tenure for women. Compared to men, women farms are smaller and more
dispersed and are less likely to hold title, secure tenure, or the same rights to use,

improve, or dispose of land (ARDO, 2011).
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Table 4.4: Distribution of respondents by % on how education, decision making and family

size influence women’s participation in agriculture
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Level of education of women 49 17 8 11 1%
50 1% 12 8 15

Land ownership by women.
48 il U R

—
o

Size of family

Customary Laws 52 Cabde b i ¥l

Decision making ability in family issues 53 180018 bunt 14

All the figures are in percentages. They all show the level of different influence certain

variables impose on the decision making process by women in agricultural production.

4.4.2 Access to Farm Inputs

The study sought to establish the influence of women’s ability to access farm inputs on their
participation and contribution in agriculture. The result indicates that out of 30 female respondents,
30% own and use improved seeds but only 17% indicated that the seeds were adequate. 13% of
female respondents indicated owning alternative fertilizer but only 6.7% used the fertilizer
adequately. Majority of the respondents indicated that the land was very fertile and fertilizer was
not necessary. 30% of the female respondents own manure, 40% apply manure and 40% say that
the manure is adequate. Manure in the study area is animal’s waste product and can easily be

collected from a neighbors homestead. On the use and ownership of modern tools and equipment,
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30% of the female respondents owned modern farming tools, 30% indicated that the tools were
adequate though only 6.7% indicated use of the modern tools. About 6.7% of the female
respondents indicated ownership and use of herbicides/pesticides. Another 6.7% of the female
nlaspondents indicated that they own and make use of the modern tools adequately. This is shown

in table 4.5 below.

Interviews with the village elders, successful women in agriculture, sub-chief and agricultural
extension officer revealed that farm inputs was a key factor in the visibility of women and their
participation in égriéulture. It was noted that househoids where farm inputs especially seeds was
unavailable, there was no visibility of women in agriculture. A woman respondent said, “Majority
of the people in this community especially women still apply the conventional methods like
Ppreserving maize seed by smoke, manual tools and not applying fertilizers and so the production

continue to go down’.

In the same note, a village elder said, “Manure is an important component in farming in this village

where majority carnot afford alternative fertilizer, my wife for instance is in charge of the manure

in my home, it is her who decides what amount should be taken to the farm and if there is excess
she sells it.”

The area sub-chief on the other hand said: “/n as much as we all want the women to actively
Participate at all stages in agricultural production, the men in my sub-location are so domineering

especially at the point of sale, they would not easily let their women play this role. | believe there

is need for sensitization in the sub-location to make my people understand that women are equal

partners in the agriculture industry.



From the findings, it can be deduced that access to better seed, manure, alternative fertilizer, and
farm equipment contribute considerably to the visibility and participation of women in agricultural
production. Women in the study area are often engaged in farming without the benefit of the
improved inputs and services required for a more productive and remunerative agriculture, These
findings are supported by the literature reviewed where Seshu and Malavika, (1989) who contend
that better seeds, farm tools and equipment, manure and sustainable alternatives to fertilizers and
pesticides will enable women farmers to farm sustainably, be more productive, and achieve food

security.

Table 4.5: The influence of access to farm inputs on women’s participation in agriculture
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Better seeds 30 30 17 23
Alternative fertilizer 13 6.7 ErTs
Pesticides/Herbicides 6.7 6.7 6.7 799
Modern Farm tools and
€quipment 30 6.7% 30 33.3
Manure 30 40 40 0

The figures are in percentages

4.4.3 Access to Extension Services

The study sought to establish whether the farmers accessed extension services. The findings
indicate that only 17.4% of the male respondents and 9.1% of the female respondents had access
to extension services in 2013. The data indicates that majority received the extension services
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between 2-9 times in 2013. About 35.4% of male respondents accessed extension services

between 2-4 times while 35.2% male and 28.6% female respondents accessed extension services

between 5-9 times. It is believed that access to extension services is a key contributor to women’s

participation in agriculture. In situations where majority of the farmers do not access such services,

there is high likelihood that there will be less participation in agriculture as the yields are unlikely

to be attractive as was revealed in an interview with the agricultural extension officer. The

extension officer said “J¢ is funny in this community in that whenever I come to give extension

services, it is the men who I meet in most cases, even when I get female farmers, they prefer calling

their husbands to deal with.me. I wonder, what can be done to boost the self-esteem.of the female

farmers so that they can have confidence to directly deal with me”.

Table 4.6 Access to any extension services in 2013

Access Frequency
No yes 2-4 5-9
82.6% 17.4% 35.4% 35.2%
28.6%
9.1% 0.0%
on 09
Female
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4.5 Socio-Economic Factors Undermining the Role of Women in Agricultural Production
This section presents the findings on the socio-economic factors that undermine the role of

women in agricultural production.

4.5.1 Agricultural Production Resources

The study sought to investigate some of the socio-economic factors that undermine the role of
women in agricultural production. The findings reveal that 59% of the respondents believed that
when few women hold agricultural production resources such as land, animals, and machinery,
they are unlikely to be visible in agricultural production activities. This therefore, means that
" possession of agricultiral production resources is an important factor in influencing visibility and
participation of women in agricultural activities. Only 5% and 8% of the respondents considered
this factor less important and not important at all respectively. Similarly, 60% of the respondents
opined that the fact that women perform all un-mechanized agricultural tasks and also perform
multiple tasks thus, adding more burden to them equally contribute to their less participation in

economic agricultural production.

On the issue that women earn fewer wage, especially in joint, informal and private sector
contributed to male dominance in agricultural production, the findings revealed that 58% of the
respondents strongly agreed that women eam less compared to their male counterparts in
agricultural production ventures. This contributed to their less visibility and participation in
agricultural activities. High input cost was also cited by 65% of the respondents as a contributing
factor to the les visibility and participation of women in agricultural activities. 68% of the

respondents believed that lack of access to credit by women, contributed to their low participation
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in agricultural production; About 70% of the respondents were of the opinion that market
inaccessibility contributed to the less visibility and participation of women in agriculture.

Further, lack of alternative sources of income was cited by 60% of the respondents as a contributor
to the less visibility and participation of women in agricultural production as shown in table 4.7

below).

By implication, very few women are holding agricultural production resources such as land,

animals and machinery. Most of them perform all manners of multiple un-mechanized agricultural

tasks which add more burden to them. Equally, women earn fewer wages, especially in joint,

informal and private sector ventures. These accompanied by the high cost of inputs; lack of access
to credit; market inaccessibility; lack of alternative sources of income and lack of security all

combine to render women a vulnerable group in agricultural production.

A key informant interview with a village elder also revealed that there are varied indicators among
women that influence their participation in agricultural production; the informant noted that
women who participate in agricultural production have access to factors of production such as
credit facilities and as such are empowered and would not be dominated by their male counterparts.
The village elder said, “The banks I know require that one gives some form of security to access
credit, in this village, women don't own land and as such may not even secure credit, how then
are they to be visible in agricultural production?” Evidence from the literature review also
supports the findings. Manuh (1998:13) contends that many credit associations and export crop
market cooperatives limit membership to household heads in many African countries, thereby

excluding married and single women.
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Table 4.7 Socio-economic factors undermining the role of women in agriculture

g g 2
B . £ 3
E g —- g g,
Indicat 3 g § P £
cators 3 E 3 3 5
Few women holding of agricultural
production resources. 59 24 4 5 8
Women perform all un-mechanized
agricultural = tasks gnd L perfc;m- 5
multiple tasks. 60 31 8 1 0
Low wage income for women 58 30 0 10 2
High inputs costs 65 23 7 5 0
Lack of Access to credit by women 68 30 0 2 0
Market inaccessibility 0 2 2 70 28
Lack of alternative source of
income 20 60 1 18 2
Lack of security 70 16 " 3 7

4.5.2 Importance of Seeking Women’s Opinion in Agricultural Production and Marketing
Activities

On the importance of seeking women’s opinion in agricultural production and marketing activities,
the findings revealed that 60% of the respondents believed that seeking the opinion of women on

agricultural production process including land preparation such as bush clearing, ploughing, time
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for crop protection against insects (insecticide), pests (pesticide), birds, time for weeding, time for

harvesting and time for threshing, winnowing and drying was very important.

The importance of seeking women’s opinion on land size for farming was believed to be very
important by 59% of the respondents. Furthermore, women’s opinion on time of sowing was
deemed to be less important in determining the visibility and participation of women in agricultural
production. The study further revealed that 20% of the respondents believed that seeking women’s
Opinion on time of manure application was important, 55% of the respondents believed that this
was ﬁ;t important. About 60%"of'th'e respondents were of the opinion that women’s opinion i
the amount and quantity of crop for sale was a very important determinant of women’s visibility

and participation in agricultural production as shown in table 4.8 below.

Interview with village elders revealed that seeking women’s opinion on varied agricultural
production activities and marketing activities was important in contributing to their visibility and
participation in agriculture. The discussions further revealed that women whose opinions are
sought feel part of the process and feel less dominated by their male counterparts, The mvolvement
of women’s organizations in the process can facilitate the achievement of gender equity targets.

Furthermore, gender targets for access and tenure security should be monitored and officials held

accountable for meeting them (FAO, 2011:48).
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Table 4.8 Importance of seeking women’s opinion in agricultural production and marketing

activities
: g §
E g 3 Biviead
> ® E g g
N TNE- e TS
> E 7 k) g
Agricultural production process. -0 T 7 3
Land size for crop production. 59 260 s !
Time of Sowing : 0 R R O
Time of manure application. 20 .9 62 0
Amount and quantity of crop sale. 60 £ 10 5 2

All figures are in percentages.

4.6 Best practices for enhancing women visibility in agricultural production
This section highlights best practices that when applied could enhance women’s visibility in

agriculture

4.6.1 Education and Training of Women
The participants to the study were of the opinion that the high illiteracy levels in Kawiti village
especially amongst women play a major role in the prevailing invisibility of women in agriculture,

The observance of customary laws which reinforce the societal norms leads to the subordination
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of women both at Household and community levels and does not allow them to embrace modern

agricultural methods.

The respondents noted that if women's education (formal or informal) in the village is enhanced,
their participation will be enhanced. Education enhances active participation in innovation,
development of new knowledge and embracing new technology. An extension worker noted thus:
“Uliteracy is a major constraint facing women in development. Women are unable to understand
and utilize technical information because they lack basic formal education, majority of women
farmers are unable to read and unde_rstand the written material that we provide.”
A village elder noted thus: “This area really requires immediate intervention of the government.
4 training outreach targeting groups of women active in micro-enterprise and marketing should

be developed and sub-sector groups assisted in strategizing and implementing changes, such as

improving access to raw materials, building better market linkages, and developing marketing

plans. ”»

A woman respondent commented thus: ‘There is need for training programmes that will seek to
help women manage their time properly in order for them to manage their multiple roles effectively
and to be successful and efficient at whatever they choose to do as well as other training

programmes on reducing stereotyping for both men and women and especially for children.”
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4.6.2 Review Laws to Addfess the Factors Affecting Women in Agriculture

The respondents were of the opinion that there should be complete law reforms especially on land
as a vital resource for agriculture. A discussion with extension officer in the area revealed that
customary laws on access to land and inheritance in the area are discriminatory and
unconstitutional. He said “Customary and other tenancies in this area should be reformed to
ensure affordability and accessibility especially to women. The government should ensure that
achieving equity in access to and control of land becomes an integral component of the Land

Administration’’.

4.6.3 Advocacy and Community Conversation on Women’s Land Rights

The respondents highlighted that the problems facing women in the area is associated with

customary laws that are discriminatory to WOmen as well as inefficiencies in land administration

that tends to impact negatively on women and other minority groups. The customary laws tend to

override the statutory law that allows for land rights for both men and women. From an excerpt

with an interviewee the following was cited. “We women need to be aware that we have equal
rights as men to access land either directly or indirectly. Majority of us in this village have limited
or no access to or control over land. The practice here is that land is allocated to men, who are
the heads of household and women's access and use of the land is through their husbands and
sons. Holding public meetings to advocate and dialogue on these negative customary systems of
inheritance as well as the importance of women acquiring land directly will help change the

Perspective of society on women.
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Despite the lack of awarenegs that some women have on their rights to land ownership, women in
the village do not feel that it is their right to own land personally, as their mothers did not do so.
These women are not even aware of such things as owning property. In another excerpt the
following was cited, “Many women in this village are not aware of some statutory laws that offer
them opportunities to acquire land; or the procedures that they need to follow in order to get
land”. This shows that majority of women in Kawiti village are still ignorant of the existence of

such laws in the country, which are meant to protect them against traditional laws and social norms.

The advocacy will help raise awareness on women’s land right which is embedded in the
constitution and dialogue on discriminatory customary laws violating women’s right to land will
help the community to come to a common understanding on how women acquiring land will help

boost agricultural production at household and community levels.

4.6.4 Equality in Decision Making

Enhancing the decision making powers of women on socio-cultural and economic matters was
mentioned by women as one-of the ways of enhancing their visibility in-agricultural production.
Women respondents cited limited decision making in agricultural production especially on sale of
agricultural products which they had no control over. The women had equally limited decision
making on the number of children to have. This solely lies with the man. Children are viewed as
source of wealth in the village and therefore, the high number of children you have the better. This
means that women allocate little time for agriculture due to equally demanding house chores. This
is shown in the following excerpt “If our men could allow us to have fewer children then we wi I
have more time to spend on agricultural activities but because of the many children we have. we

spend most of the time attending to household chores.
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4.6.5 Access to Labour, Technology and Extension Services

Use of manual tools, conventional methods of farming and limited/lack of access to extension
services were cited as some of the reasons why women still remain invisible in agriculture. A
woman informant cited that, ‘‘If women in this village could be provided with labour and time
Saving machinery may be through setting up of plant pools within reach, agricultural production
will be highly boosted here. Again, access to improved variety of seeds and seedlings as well as

fertilizers and other chemicals needed to improve agricultural methods, could be enhanced by

2

‘making them aﬁbrddgle [0 WOME Jur trieFs.
A village elder said, ‘‘Women farmers here should be educated on new variety of crops that are
being introduced as well as on other new and improved methods of farming through extension

Services, »»

4.6.6. Access to Farm Inputs and Credit

The participants cited opportunities to improve women’s access to inputs through provision of
cred{t and farm inp:its to'\avr(')r‘iien“.as very important for womer: to bé recogniied as important actors

in agricultural economy. For instance, in an interview with a discussant, the following views were

expressed, “women face problems of access to their inputs, including credit (capital/money),

women s access to credit should therefore be enhanced. It was also cited that “q good number of
us do not belong to community based organizations or co-operatives through which we can access
credit or market our produce. We face greater difficulties than men, particularly with regard to
participation in rural cooperatives and access to credit, training and extension services "

An extension officer noted thus: “F ‘ormal microfinance institutions have failed to reach these

women. This is attributed to the mismatch between the norms and procedures of the bank and on
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the other hand women’s needs and constraints. Furthermore, the complexity of the procedures
requires some form of literacy which is lacking in majority of poor women. They do not know that
land can be used as collateral to obtain credit from financial institutions to address the challenge

in accessing inputs "

4.6.7 Capacity Enhancement on Gender Equality amongst Stakeholders

The respondents mentioned the community leaders entrusted with the implementation of the
policies and laws reinforcing women’s rights on access and control of resources to be aiding in
violation of these rights: In arbitration of cases to do with rights of women, the customary laws
prevail over statutory law. A woman respondent noted that, “The government should ensure that
capacity in gender equality is built amongst custodians of the societal norms that guide institutions
that perpetuate gender inequalities. Some of the authorities to be equipped with such knowledge
are the chiefs and their assistants. Further, Women in this village need to be made aware of their
rights on access and control over agricultural resources so that they are able to make informed
decisions. In addition, adult literacy should be promoted especially amongst-women to improve

on adoption of different initiatives besides comprehending loan application procedures.”



5.0 CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Introduction
The section presents the summary of findings, conclusions and recommendations based on results

of the study. Other recommendations revolve around future areas of possible research.

5.2 Summary of Findings

5.2.1 Socio-Cultural factors that- make Womenr’s participation in Agriculture fess valued

Many factors contribute to the lack of participation of women in agricultural development in the

study site. Culturally, it is viewed that women are solely responsible for taking care of the

household chores and bearing children with the provision of food not being their main cultural

responsibility. However, as exhibited in the study site, women participate equally in agricultural

activities. Moreover, women in Karachuonyo are still faced with socio-cultural boundaries which

limit their participation in agricultural production.

The study established that cultural background which entails values; aspirations and customs of an
individual affect the role that one plays in agricultural production. Culture was found to mirror in

the factors such as level of education, land ownership, family size and decision making of women

in the community.

5.2.2 Socio-Cultural and Economic construction of roles and activities in Agriculture
Socio-cultural and economic construction of roles and activities in agriculture was revealed to be
a major influence in the participation and visibility of women in agricultural production. Some of
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these factors include low decision making capacity, triple roles of women, overburdening of
women by performance of un-mechanized agricultural tasks, lack of access to agricultural inputs,
lack of access to credit facilities, poor remuneration of women, and lack of collateral. Triple role
of women hinders participation of women in agricultural production because it takes much of
women’s time leaving them with little time for agricultural production. The fact that women
perform un-mechanized agricultural tasks was deemed to immensely contribute to the invisibility
of women in agricultural production because women are for example expected to plough the farm

using hoes while men use oxen.
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5.2.3 Mechanisms of addressing the socio-cultural and economic constrains that make
women’s participation invisible with a view to enhancing their performance in agriculture

Participants in the study were in agreement that the best practices that can be used to enhance
women’s visibility in agricultural production and should focus the following key areas; Advocacy,
community conversation on social norms, stakeholder’s capacity enhancement, Education and
training, Access to labour, technology, credit, farm inputs and extension services. The findings of
the study reveal that there is need to start conversations within the community on how to enhance
the role of women in Agricultural production. The conversations should include advocacy within
the community, awareness and sensitization. It is apparent that some women do not belong to any
community based groups/organization and this has limited their accessibility to relevant

information, agricultural inputs and markets for their produce.



5.3 Conclusion

The patriarchal nature of the society means that even though women contribute to agricultural
production, the entire credit goes to men. Women in the study site have a near similar role to men
in land preparation, selection of land size and in marketing of produce. However, it was realized
that though women participate in the mentioned activities, their role in decision making on these
activities is still hindered in the households. Although the findings of the study indicate that women
have a role in land preparation just like the men, the same cannot be said when it comes to
ownership of agricultural resources, most importantly land which is still under the control of men
in the community. Owing to the roles that women perform as revealed by the study, it can be said
that women only have a role to play on certain parts of the process of agricultural production and

not as men who have a role in the whole process of agricultural production.

Agricultural production as an economic activity is greatly affected by the way in which men and
Women interact at all levels, and enabling them to interact in new ways will free up important
resources for food production and poverty alleviation. From findings, it has been established that
women ;.)erform their agricultural roles amidst other tasks such as household duties and other
developmental duties with the consequence that these have not freed them. The study findings
affirm the invisibility of women in agricultural production and indicates that the roles have been

limited due to their many roles which have limited their participation in agricultural activities.

The study has also shown that factors such as limited access to land, the unavailability of credit to
pursue farming interests, the lack of education and of innovative farming techniques and a general

shift in agricultural culture continue to impact negatively on the involvement of women in farming.

67



Limited accesses of women to resources which are fundamental to agricultural production were
found to make a significant contribution to the invisibility of women in agricultural development

in the study village.

Female contribution to agricultural production in Karachuonyo is found to be significantly higher
than that of males because they participate in almost all farming activities. Such activities include
more un-mechanized farm duties, domestic chores and community development work. These
findings support the argument that gender role in households are socially constructed and not
sexually determined. Gender roles ean thus be more responsive to changes in farming svstems,

economic conditions, cultural beliefs and practices.

The difference in the agricultural task involvement of men in these study site indicate that men
had become less involved than women in farming when compared to what has been known about
males involvement in agricultural production. This could translate to mean that over the years,
women have taken-over most of the male related traditional farm tasks. The reasons for this
difference could result from the sizes of their families, changing economic conditions, absence of

husbands in the villages, children’s educational adventures and the quest for financial

independence among others.
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5.4 Recommendations

Through the study findings, it was affirmed that women have a role to play in the contribution to
social and economic development through agriculture in particular, However, this is only possible
if the challenges women are facing in agricultural development are addressed.

e It is important to continue championing the improvement of girl’s education in the
community through a collaborative approach that should include the county government,
non-governmental organization and other stakeholders.

e Women in the study group are members of various women’s group thus these social
structures should be used to improve the level of education for the. women thereby.
encouraging the instilling of new values among the women and making them aware of their
constitutional rights as enshrined in the new constitution.

e There are more women especially young women who need to be taught about the
advantages and the need to support themselves through agricultural activities. It is
therefore, strongly suggested that women at the village level be educated on the importance
of agriculture. By engaging them more in crop production and cattle rearing and providing
the relevant support, the women in the villager will be able to produce enough for
themselves and contribute immensely to the socio-economic development and poverty

alleviation in the community.
e It is of necessity to make the existing women empowerment fund easily accessible to the

rural women, particularly the ones participating in agricultural development. This will

require the collaboration of stakeholders, county government and the national government.
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e An integrated approéch is necessary to address the challenges that limit women in
agricultural development. Such mechanism should be able to enable both men and women
to work together and not to exclude any one party.

e New and innovative agricultural techniques can be facilitated in this village in an attempt
to revive the full potential of agriculture. This could be done in the form of community
workshops. In these workshops, women could be taught new agricultural techniques which
are more effective than the traditional ones. In the long run, these workshops can inspire
and motivate women to actively participate in agriculture.

e Measures should be put-in place to ensure that land registration.and titling, processes. -
promote joint registration of conjugal family farmlands to enhance women’s land tenure
security.

e Women’s contribution to the development of farms should be recognized and compensated
at divorce and on death of their spouses.

e The state should take steps, in conjunction with the chiefs and traditional councils to
address customary laws and practices of access to and control over land that are
discriminatory to women.

e The government and NGO’s should ensure that women have access to services that will
enable them engage effectively in agriculture production. Market infrastructure and
information should be made available to women farmers if market oriented farming is to
be achieved. In line with services, the agriculture sector should ensure that there is enough

capacity in terms of human resources especially women to provide extension services to

women farmers.
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5.5 Areas for Further Research

The researcher suggests that further research needs to be done to establish whether introduction of
subsidies on farm inputs and the willingness by the government to guarantee women seeking credit

facilities will indeed yield more visibility of women in agriculture and enhance their potential.
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APPENDIX I: CONSENT SEEKING FORM
Greetings! My name is Judith Otieno, a Masters student in Gender and Development Studies at
the University of Nairobi, Kenya. [ am carrying out a study that seeks to find out how literacy,
access and utilization of Agricultural Information impacts on household determine the role of
women in agricultural production in Karachuonyo. Your participation and input will contribute
greatly to the body of knowledge which may be used for any subsequent development initiatives
aimed at enhancing food production and also alleviating household food security. Be
guaranteed that the information collected from this interview will remain confidential and will
be used solely for the purpose of this research. You are also informed that your responses are
completely anonymous and that your participation in this study is entirely confidential and
should you feel not comfortable to continue with any question, you are free to stop the
interview. Further the results of this study will be shared with at your request at no cost at all

to you. I therefore request your faithful participation.

Thank you!

....................



APPENDIX II: QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE INVISIBILITY OF KENYAN WOMEN IN

AGRICULTURE

SECTION I: DEMOGRAPHIC OF THE RESPONDENTS
1. County ASSEMbIY. ....oivviiiimmiiimmiiiiiiii
9 SUB-LOCAHON: cveassstsssensssssassssnssssssssssossarusnssssssssionionsonsarsans

3. Village

4, HHNO.....ooocvrrnnernsensnnaescaees
5. QUESTIONNARE NO......coooeimemmmrinnnninninn, :
6. Age 1)18 -28 2)29-39 3)40 - 50 4)51 - 60 T
5)60 - 70 6)71 - 80 780+
7. No of Children Males... Female......
aged less than 18 | ..oooeee
years of age
8. H/Size- How Male Female No. actually on the
many people live farm per week
in this Less than
household? 15 years
15-49
years
More than
49 years
1) Primacy 2) O Level _‘“J“i;/‘\i.c\.'cl : I VV-")I-*nl)’tcchniC
e —————— —_— 1
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9. Highest level of S)University 6)Other

education (Specify
10. Sex HH Head 1) male 2) female
11. Sex Respondent 1) male 2) female
12. Family type 1)polygamous 2)

monogamous
13. Marital status Single married Divorced Widowed
Separated

14 Are you the head of the household? (1) Yes (2) No
15. If the household head is female, what does your spouse do?
1) Co-farmer ~ 2) work outside the village 3) work on other farms  4) Other (Speci £y)

16. Your role in the home may best be described as, (you may select more than one)

1) Farmer 3)Co-bread winner 4)Sole breadwinner

2

2)Co- farmer 4)Sole breadwinner 5)Dependent

6) Other (Specify) | cereeeeeersneemreeeneess s, ‘1

17.Do you have other economic activities outside farming?

1) Yes2)no.If Yes SPECIY ...veevvneernne s 2
18. Do you have any specialized training in agriculture? 1) Yes 2)no

(b) If YES at which of the following level(s)? (You may select more than one)

1)University 3)Farmer Certification | 5)Short Course- seminar,

course workshop etc
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4)School 6)Other (specify)

SECTION II: PARTICIPATION IN AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

19. Please specify the operations which you perform in crop production, Livestock production
and other Household duties. Give answers on given scale in which ‘Always’ means you do that
job many times during cropping season, ‘Rarely’ means you do that job few times during

cropping season and ‘Never’ means you did not do this activity during cropping

ACTVITY Always[ ] |Rarely [ ] [Never [ ]

Land preparation -Ploughing/ Bush

clearing

Sowing

Manure application

Crop protection- insecticide, pesticide,

birds

Weeding

e = m———
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Harvesting

Post-harvest- threshing, —winnowing,

drying, storage

Crop selling

Home making- cooking, child care,
water collection, fuel wood gathering,

household maintenance

Taking care of livestock  /Cattle

management/ grazing/ fodder collection

Milking

Poultry rearing

Purchase/sell of farm implements

Milk sale

Sale of small ruminants — sheep & goats

Sale of cattle : ;

Sale of chicken

Sale of eggs

20 To what extent do you participate in making decisions on the following agricultural
cultura

production and marketing activities?
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No

ACTVITY Only Opinion I always | I am involved

consideration | consulte | Considered | decide on |in  decision
d (I'have equal | my own making
say)

Land preparation -

Ploughing/ Bush clearing

Land size for crop

production

A

Time of Sowing

Time of manure application

Time for crop protection-

insecticide, pesticide, birds

Time for weeding

Time for transplanting

Time for harvesting

Time for threshing,

winnowing and drying

Amount and quantity of

crop sale

Farm credit

No of hired laborers and

their wages
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Land rent for seed

production

Poultry rearing

Family Saving

Purchase/sell  of  farm

implements

Milk sale

Sale of small ruminants —

sheep & goats

Sale of cattle

Sale of chicken

Sale of eggs

Utilization of money earned

from agricultural activities

SECTION III: ACCESS AND USE OF FARM INPUTS

21. Please indicate your household ownership and use of the following farm implements and

other inputs during the 2013 cropping season. Also indicate in the last column whether the use

was adequate.
ACTVITY Ownership Use Adequacy -
(1) yes, (0) No | (1) yes, (0) | (1) yes, (0) No, if no explain
No
e ——————————————————————— —————
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Hand hoes

Ox plough

Rakes

Slashers

Sprayers

Tractor

Fertilizers

Pioughing bulls/ cattle

Pesticides

Water pump

Herbicides

Knives

SECTION IV: TIME ALLOCATED FOR AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES
22. What is the main source of labour for your farming activity in 2013?

1) Family labour only (2) Hired labour only (3) Family and hired labour (4) Family and shared

labour

23. Please provide information on use of animal traction, tractor and labour by your household

for crop production during 2013
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Tractor

Animal traction Male family labour | Female family | Children famil:
labour labour
"ACTVITY Own- Total | Own- | Total | Number of [N | Number | Nu "ﬁ_NMbe Num
Animal | Hired | Tractor | Hired | men u ofwomen | mb |r of | ber
days anim | days | Tract m er |childre |of
al or be o a days
cost cost r day
| (Ksh . (Kshs of .. <
s) ) da
ys
?Jrop Land
protection- preparation -
insecticide, Ploughing/
pesticide, Bush clearing
birds
Th’eeding Sowing
Transplanting Manure
application
?arthing -
. ik




Post-harvest-
threshing,
winnowing,
drying,

storage

Crop selling

24 Would you say that the times allocated in the table above was adequate for undertaking the

agricultural activities?

SECTION V: NON-FARM INCOME

25. Did you get income other than from crop sales, animal and animal product sales in the year

2013? (Yes-1, No-0)

If yes indicate the source, amount and how you spent it
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SOURCE Amount ! Spending — — indicate % spent on
(Kshs) | food, farm inputs, business, social

events, household items like
utensils, cloths etc,

Trade/ petty trade

Casual/ wage labour

Skilled labour

Salaried employment 3




Remittance

Self-employment- handicrafts

Gifts from friends, relatives, harambee

contributions

Humanitarian assistance from NGOs

SECTION VI: ACCESS TO FARM SUPPORT SERVICES

26. Did you have access to any extension programmes in 2013?

0-No, 1-Yes. if yes, How many times [

27.Have you attended farmer training in 2013?

0-No, 1-Yes If yes, how many times [

]

28.Did you borrow 2013? (Yes-1, No-0), if yes provide more details in the table below;
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SOURCE OF LOANS Amount Use Spending — indicate % | Adequacy
(Kshs) spent on food, farm inputs, | 1-sufficient; 0-

business, social events, | not sufficient
household  items like
utensils, cloths etc,

Commercial bank

MFI

Friends e

Relatives g




Money lender/ shylock

Co-operative

Church

Merry-Go-round

AFC

NGO

Input store

Neighbor

29. Did you use any of the following technology during the 2013 main season in maize, sorghum

tomato, and sukuma wiki and beans production? Also indicate whether it was effective in crop

production
Technology Use | Effectiveness
0-No, 1-Yes 0-No, 1-Yes
Improved seed
Crop rotation

Row cropping

Fertilizers

Pesticides

Herbicides

Other (specify)
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SECTION' VII: LAND RIGHTS & CUSTOMARY SYSTEMS

30. Did your household access land for farming in 2013?

1-Yes 2-No

31. What type of land did your household accessed for farming in 20137

Land

Use

0-No, 1-Yes

Size

ha

Effectiveness

0-No, 1-Yes

Under whose name is
the land registered and
certified?

1/ in my own name

2/ in the name of the
husband

3/ in the name of both

4/ in the leaser’s name

5/ in the name of others

Customary- inheritance

Private

Borrowed

Rented

Given for free

Customary- marriage

leasing

Other specify

e — —




SECTION VIII: AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

32. What major crops does your household grow?

33. What type of animals does your household keep?

34. Please specify crop production and income for 2013 production year

Crop

Total  production

(kg)

consumed

(kg)

Sold

(kg)

Price per

kg

Total

income

Maize

Sorghum

Millet

Tomatoes

Sukumawiki

Water melon

Beans

peas

Sesame

Ground nuts
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SECTION IX: SOCIO—CULTURAL FACTORS THAT UNDERMINE THE ROLE OF

WOMEN IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

35. Please specify whether each of the following factors undermines the role of women in

agricultural production and if so to what extent?

FACTOR

Undermining the role
of women
agricultural
production

0-No, 1-Yes

The extent ...

1-To a very small
| extent

2-To a small extent
3-Somewhat

4-To a large extent

5-To a very large

extent

Few women holding of agricultural production

resources such as land, animals, and machinery.

Women perform all un-mechanized agricultural
tasks and perform multiple tasks, which add more

burden to them.

Women earn fewer wage, especially in joint,

informal and private sector

Women workers in agriculture suffer from high

illiteracy rate among them and drop-out of schools

—
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Women do not know their legal rights.

Miss applying some laws and regulations in favor

of men such heritage legislation.

Market inaccessibility

Lack of technical information and knowledge

High inputs costs

Inadequate farm size

Cultural biases and unfavorable traditional belief

system

Male dominant society

Lack of Access to credit

Lack of access to new technologies

Lack of negotiation power, for entitlement

rights

Others specify...

Others specify...
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APPENDIX III: KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW GUIDE

1. How much is the awareness level of women concerning land’s right and ownership?

A. High B. Medium C. Low

2. For Question No 1. If your answer is A/B/C Give brief Explanation

........................................................................................................
.............
........................................................................................................

-------------

............................................................

3. What are the factors that contribute to unequal utilization of resources and low Participation of

women in Agricultural activities as compared to men?

..............................................................................
........................
...............
..............................................................................................
.......................
......................................................................................
.......................
........

...............................................................

4. In your own opinion, what are the factors that contribute to invisibility of women in
agricultural production?

..............................................................................
.......................................

5. What type of activities are under taken by extension officers to empower women particularly
by encouraging their participation in agricultural activity to increase productivity and to raise

economic development?
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.
.........................................................................................................
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.

...............................................................

6. What are the efforts exerted by the government to realize the decision making role of women

in agricultural production?

. 7. Are there policies and stratzgies designed to empower women farmers economically?

A. Yes B. No

8. For Question No 6, If your answer is yes, mention the type and methods of implementation.

...........................................................................
..........................................
....................................................................................
.......................
..........
....................................................................................
.................................

.....................................................................................................
.............

9. Suggest, what type of measures should be taken by the government and other stakeholders to

increase women participation to play equal role with men particularly in agricultural production
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APPENDIX 1V: MAP OF KENYA INDICATING THE LOCATION OF HOMA-BAY

COUNTY

Source: Softkenya.com
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