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ABSTRACT OF THE DISSERTATION
. -Emergent Urban Places in Africa;
The Case of Ankole, Uganda
| by
Joel Bruce Splansky
Doctor of Phllosophy in Geography
Unlver51ty of Callfornla, Los Angeles, 1971

Professor Benjamin E. Thomas, Chairman -

7 Widespread upbénization in tropical Africa is a rela-
tively jecént phénbmeﬁon. Traditiénally. urban development
“has not been chéracteristic of societies fhat are wholly
éngaged in subsistence economies. It therefore proves of
interest to examine the prdcesses within,‘forms and characs
ter of, and relationships_among, urban placqs that appear
és a society's subsistence activiﬁy is replaced by a commer-
cial economy.

“ﬁntil the twentieth century, the populace of Ankol?,
Uganda was engaged in a subsistence economy. Settlements
were dispersed as farmétéads.across the landscape and large.
compact settlements that performed functions other than ‘
residences for farmers/herders, were unknown,

In Ankole since 1900, over 390 settlements have been
establlshed 4that function to perform commercial. administra-

- tive, educational, and other services to the surrounding
rural populace. 'These sefvice settlements range in size

from 3 to 5,100 persons. Collectively they form the.

)
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“

LembryonicAurban place system now evolving in Ankole. As

urbanization_oroceeds over‘time, some%ynban places will
continue to. griow, othere will»remain statie, wﬁile still
others'are';ikely to decline and even be abandoned.

For:purpoees of stydy,re;l;settlementewegnjbitiggret
least one commercial and/br adminietrative function,
(regardless of size) are regar&ed as urban places, It is ,
argued that this is a valid basis for cla531ficat10n in that'
such settlements are functionally very different from the -
traditional settlements ‘of the study area.

The study presents and examines data that permits an
analysis of Ankole's urban places. Field and archival data
was gathered in 1968~ 1969. More than a-ninety pércent
sample of urban places was obtained with most of the centers
being visited by the writer. Personal observation, enum-
meration, written questionai;es and verbal inouiriee forhedr
the basis for. the collected data. ‘

The direction of the study focuses on the introduction
of, and responses to, five basic hypotheses:

1) That modern urban places in Ankole are alien to
traditional settlement patterns.

2)  That an embryonic arrangement of urbaﬁ places domi-
nated by a primate city and characterized by 7
conformlty w1th the rank-81ze rule for urban places is’

:demonstrated in Ankole. o

3) That the functlons and morphology of Ankole urban

s
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-places are fﬁe consequenoe of receht culturél»dispere‘
sals being introduced to- -Ankole (and Uganda), via
non-traditional inhabitants, ‘

4) That the functions performed by Ankole urban places
are generally charactefistic of functions performed‘
by urban places in other parts of the world,

5) That glven the level of economic and technologlcal

l*development in® contemporary Ankole, a hlerarchlcal
system of central places based on functional differ-
ences exists in accord with similar theoretical
hierarchical systems as described ehd put forward in
the literature. )
Investigation of these hypotheses indicate etrong
support Tor h&potheses one, three and five while hypotheses

. two and four merit partial support.

. ‘ v ‘ xvi




CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION - ~
, \

Thetprocess of urbanization in tropical Africa is a

relatively rec%nt phenomenon. Large’compact settlements,

. N e a2l (. . T ~ - . :
customarily identified as towns or cities, are known to

have been in existence in the West African savanna and -

1

forest regions™ from at least ‘the ninth and fourteenth

centuries respectively.2 In addition?large settlements are
known to have existed in northern EthiopiaB'and along the

East African coast from the early centuries of the Christian

L

era. All these settlements exhibited to a greater or
lesser degree some activity in or dependence upon commerce.

Consequehtly, the production of surplus commodities for

~ IRobert I. Rotberg, A Political History of “Tropical
Africa, (Harcourt, Brace & World, New York, 19635),

chapters 2 and 3.

2The West African compact settlements are particularly
notable in Nigeria's Yorubaland and Hausaland as.well as in
the middle Niger drainage basin. The Yoruba settlements
have been questioned in terms of their urban characteristics
Traditionally they were huge agricultural villages in that
the greatest proportion of their populations were engaged in
agriculture. It is true that these settlements also
supported smaller segments of their populations engaged in

‘other activities such as crafts, trade, military pursuits,

and administration, yet it is only in the last Ffew decades

“that the non-agricultural activities have begun to engage

increased proportions of their residents,

SRotberg, op. cit., pp. 30-33.

-uGervase Mathew, "The East African Coast Until the
Coming of the Portuguese," in History of East Africa, ed.
Roland Oliver and Gervase Mathew, (Oxford, London, 1963),
PP. 9h4-127, o



trade was in operation and can be closely related to the

geﬁeration, development, and well being of the early
African towns and cities.,
.Most of tropical Africa, however, never exhibited

large compact setf&emenfs, towns, or citieé that were any-. =

_thing'other than agricultural villagés; Where agriculturzl

villages occurred, some of considerableksize, they func-
tioned almost exclusively 'as residerices for farmers., &; a
cash econoﬁy developed in such areas, various of these
villageé added new servige functions such as education,
commerce, transportation, and administration.

Still other portions of tropical Afrieca, Uganda for

example, traditionally exhibited only rurally dispersed

farmsteadsracross the landscape. Until the advent of Great
Eritain as the'pdlitical éuthority, Uganda never knew
permanent large settlements ehgaged in non-rural activities
Some would argue_that the royal residence of the loecal
ruling aﬁthofity'had other than a rural fufiction.5 This is
true insofén as the political, miiitary, and social l

authorities were localized at fhg royal residence of the

Kabaka (king of Buganda) or Omugabe (king of Ankole)., The

royal residence, however was not a permanent settlement as

it was relocated with the death of a Kabaka or Omugabe.

‘of considerable interest is the development of a new

~ DRoland Oliver, "Ancient Capital Sites of Ankole,"

‘Uganda Journal, Vol. 23, No., 1 (March, 1959), pp. 51-63.



‘form of settlement, the urban place, which performs new

functions in the traditionally subsistence African milieu
where such settlements were unknown seventy-five years ago.v
The geographic, as well as other, literature concerned‘mith

tropical Africa is particularly'lacking as regards the

process of urban: growth and the consequent patterns that
'such growth generates and determlnes. It is the intention

of thls dissertation to examine, with regard to pre~stated

hypotheses, the pProcesses and patterns of urbah place dev-
elopment in a specific geographical area in tropical Africa,
the Uganda district of Ankole. . )

Ankole was chosen as the sample area for study for a
variety of reéspns, not the least of-which is Ankole's
eonvenient location in relation to Makerere University
College, a branch of.the University of East Africa in

Kampala., Makerere University Gollege offered research

“facilities for study in Ankole that were particularly at-
tractive. More important, however, is the fact that Ankole

'offers.a most suitable situation in terms of its history,

geographic setfing, and current state of urban and economic

'*development.

_Ankole is an area with historic continuity and fa%a

.records pertalnlng to the development of .urban places.

More 1mportant, until 1898 there were no compact settlements

where functlons other than rural residence were performed

In fact, it can easily be argued that there were no compact'



, settlementS"at all. Ankole is currently undergoing a trans-"

formatlon 1n its settlement pattern, a consequence of

changes in’ the general economic structure of Uganda and the'-

,dlstrlct of Ankole,

*Ankole was an area where the populatlon was entlrely
engaged in subs1stence agrlculture or herdlng and is now
evolv1ng 1nto a 51tuat10n where a cash _economy is well

entrenched and an 1ncrea31ng proportlon of the population

‘is producing surpluses, The surpluses are sold for cash

which in turn stimulates the demand for services of varying -

kinds.” -The consequence has been the emergence of market
places where such services are regularly or irregularly
available. As the cash economy of Ankole has expanded over

the past seventy years; so too has the availability and

-

_sophistication of services increased. This is partially

reflected‘in‘the'increased number of urban or central
places and the increased variety of services that have been

establlshed at urban places’to meet the needs of an Ankole

.society that is discarding the traditional subsistence

patterns'of existence,
7 Originally the provision of new services was largely

in the hands of foreign migrants into Ankole. Europeans,

" Asians and:-Ganda civil servants, merchants, teachers, and

missionaries were initially responsible for the establish-

ment of administrajiye,posts, shops and other commercial

ventures, schools; and mission posts. Consequently, it was



“the forelgn 1n-m1grants that can be credlted w1th the
founding of the first urban places,. »

However as the Ankole populace increasinéiy parfici-’
pated in the cash econémy, it too began to enter into the
field of services and began to, locate at or found new
central places, Today we flnd that in Ankole it is the

:Banyankore populatlon that is domlnant in most of the serv-
ice fields although the capital city of Mbarara cqn%iﬁﬁés /
~ to exhibit é doﬁinaﬁt Asian presence in commerce,’

These service centers or central places are the
emgrging urban centers for Ankole. As such they are foreign

and alien to -the traditional Ankole landscape. Although

they exhibit some of what is traditional in Ankole culture,

they are even more a reflection of foreign, specifically

British and Indian, cultural ifitroductions. They reflect
European ideas of settlemen ructure, attitudes toward

sanitation, and a combination of attitudes regarding rights
" and license-to renderAservicés_in Ankole. '
fhe emerging urban places of Ankole are nuﬁefous
enough in 1970 so as to constitute a system of units widely
‘diapersed across the landscape: yet clearly located with
regard no% only to physical terrain, but also to density of
population (pbtential market): This is as expected.
Fufther”examina;ion indicates that the urban places are
mbre intensively coqcentrated in areas not only of high

population density, but also where a cash economy is in




continues as the dominant mode of llvellhood. a

‘operatlon as opposed to locales where sub81stence act1v1ty

Definition of an Urban Place

Of crltlcal 1mportance in any discussion of. urbanlza-
tlon and urban places is to examine the terms of reference.

The term "urban" has d1fferent~1nterpretatlons in different

countries and even within nations. The definition of Z

‘“urban" can be either statisfically or cultnrally oriented,

or both., In most situations a minimum resident‘population
flgure is the ba51c criteria by which a settlement is or is
not c1a551fied as an urban place. For comparative purposes,
Iceland classifies settlements of 300 .persons or more ag
an\unpan place while the United States requires a settle-
ment to contain 2,500 people to receiVe‘an urban place
classificatien; ﬁelland considers 20,000 to' be the minimum

population before an urban place classification may be

fdesignated.

In still other situations a cultural or functional

“definition is employed when determining urban place status

for a settlement. For example, in Ital& if 60 percent or
more of a settlement's population is.non-agricultural, then
the settlement is designated an urban place, :

The Ankole situation is representative of much of

tropical-Africa where entire populations were until recently-

completely rural in terms of residence pattern, life style,i

and economic activities.. The permanent centralized

L%



~..

.

settlement that performed'more”than a residential function
was rarély known. In such embryonic conditians. as per-
manent settlemeﬁts arose to perform functions other than
re81dence, they necessarlly assumed the status of central
places. It is these central placgs that have become the
f001 for urbanlzatlon. »

The Ankole central place ranges greatly in the number
and varlety of functions perfqrmed, size-of population,,and
fréequency of transportatiog services, Noneﬁhele553 their
functional character is so different froﬁ all the remaining
rural settlements, that I propose to classify as a céntral'

place all settlements that exhibit the(non-agricultufal

functions of administrative services or the provision of

retail sales and/or sérvices. In addition, other functions
such as educational services, religious services, ete., may
also be present. An extension of‘this view argues that
central places as the foci for urban growth should be
classified as urban for purposes of examlnlng the process of
urbanlzatlon in Ankole, A

More spec1flcally, central places must include at least"
one commercial or admlnlstratlve functional unit to be .
class1f1ed as an..urban place., The odd school or church

standlng isolated in the landscape is not v1ewed here as a

‘bas1s for meriting an urban place clasSification.‘ Con-

versely, the. existence of a lone commer01al or admlnlstra-

tlve functlonal unit is regarded as the minimal crlterlon .

. E
A . . . e -

i -



for the site to be classified as an urban place, Thus,
four settlements which are exciusivély admiﬁistrative cen-
ters and eleven settlements ‘which exhibit pnlyia ione
comméicial establishment are recognized és urban‘places.'
One must adjust his concept of scale and recognlze that

~ miniscule settlements may be regarded as urban places so .
longlas they exhibit the minimum urban place functions that
therein define a settlement aéban urban place.

In ihe Ankole context thisvargﬁﬁent may be particular-
ly‘valid because such settlements do not also function as
residénces for farmers, The demand for a minimum
population level before urban place status is recognlzedA
thus becomes 1rrelevant. The dramatization of this lack of
a population size credential is reflected by the.fact that

67 of the‘392 settlements designated as urban places are

inhabited by populations ranging from three to ten persons.

The Hypotheses

It is the purpose of this research to explore and
analyze the following hypotheses.._
1) That modern‘urbaﬁ places in Ankole are alien to tradi-

*tional settlement patterns.

2) That an embryonic arrangement of urban places dominated

by a primate city and characterized by conformity with
“the rank-size rule for urban places is demonstrated in

; Ankdlé;i“”

o~



3).

i)

5

That ﬁhelfunctions and’morphology of Ankole urban

places are the -consequence. of . recent cultural disper—

- sals belng 1ntroduced to Ankole (and Uganda), V1a )

non-tradltlonal 1nhab1tants. s ~“\‘

-That the functlons performed by Ankole urban places are
generally characterlstlc of functlons performed by

" urban places in other parts of the world°

That glven the. level of economlc and technologlcal '

development in contemporary Ankole,wthat a hlerarchlcal

system of central places based on functlonal dlffer-

Vs

‘ences exists in accord with similar theoretical

hlerarchlcal systems as descrlbed and put forward in

the geographlcal llterature.

*-.A o



MAP 1
I ‘Location of Ankole in’ Uganda

The Ankole Dlstrlct is located in southwestern Uganda.
Toro and Klge21 Dlstrlcts are located to the north and

Vsouthwest respectlvely. while Buganda ad301ns Ankole s

eastern boundary. To' the south is the 1nternat10nal

-:frontler with Rwanda and Tanzanla.
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- T CHAPTER IT

" ' 4 _ANKOLE: LAND AND PEOPLE

- 'Ankole was but _one of a serles of former klngdoms
allgned along a north-south axis and adJacent to the west-‘?‘

ern rift valley system in East Africa, Conguent to and

- oceupying the same spatlal dimension is Ankole'Dietrict

one of four admlnlstratlve polltlcal unlts that together
form the Western Province of Uganda. By area the district

comprises 5,981 square miles, about twenty percent larger

. ~ ] .
than the state of Connecticut. It is this political unit,

Ankole District, that comprises the areal unit of study.

Ankole:DistriQt is the current homeland of the’

Banyankore, .a term applled to all the inhabitants of Ankole

who traditionally OWed (at leas't nomlnally) a common -

alleglance to the Omugabe, an‘institutionalized position -of...-.

royal authority that ex1sted in the former Ankole klngdom.1

‘The people however, are derived from two distinct ethnic

groups; the Bairu who are Bantu speaking agriculturalists

and dominant in ‘numbers, and the later arr1v1ng pastoralist

- Bahima who are of Hamitic orig1n.2

:'-K.r Oberg, “The Klngdom of Ankole .in Uganda," in )

Jm”Afrlcan,Polltlcal“Systems, Edsv-Mi Fortds and E.E.

pp. 136-38.,

LN

Evans-Prltchard, (Oxford Unlver31ty Press, Longdon, 1940),

<

ZIbld., PD. 121—28



 _fTHe Bahina pastoralists probably entered Uganda in a series’
of SOuthawé;$wafd migratibns before the fourteenth cgﬁtgry 2
. ‘and é%éntuall& succeeded in imposing political aﬁd'sbgié} i
controls over thnggiru ﬁajority.3 |
;\ in'cqntrast_téhjhe‘assimilétioniand frquehﬁJgenetiqi‘>
7exéha;g§\whi@hfdharaéﬁeﬁized other cibsély linked pastoral
-énd agriéultural*ﬁéoples in Ugandaj(é;g; ﬁugéﬁda,_Bun&orq){
%hefe ﬁas_little:aséimilation_in Ankb;e. Initially the
Bahiﬁa wefe attrécted to the grasslands of eastern Ankole
which provided excellent cattle country and they-have since
managed tbiprgserve their separate identity as a péstorél
aristocracy.n ) ' R o R
>“”The‘application of the word‘Banyankere to these two
groups of Peop}g is a recent development in response to
hostility e;gressed over the ambiéuity of>tﬁe word Bairu,
Bairﬁ literally means or.refers to a "serf"“éosition5
while more generélly'it has been applied to the agricultural

'pOpulatioﬁ,as distinct‘from the Bahima pastoralists; The

) JHistorical and -ethnographic data regarding the
" Banyankole are concentrated in the following publications:
™ *.J« Roscoe, The Northern Bantu, (Frank Cass & Co. Ltd.,
London, 1915); Jde Roscoe, The Soul of Central Africa,
- (Cassél and Co. Ltd., London, 1922); J. Roscoe, The
- Banyankole; The Second Part.of the Mackie Ethnological
_.-Expedition to Central Africa, (Cambridge University Press,
~ Cambridge, 1923); and B,K. Taylor, The Western lLacustrine
Bantu, (International African Institute, London, 1962),

¥s.J.K, Baker, "The Population Map of Uganda: A
-~ -Geographical-Tnterpretation,.” Uganda Journal, Vol, 1,
~ No. 2 (April 1934), p. 139, T o

SOberg, op. cit., p. 130;

#
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Bahima have tradltlonally'regarded the Bairu as of very low,
class or even of a completely dlfferent.easte. S001ally

conservative, the Bahlma have tended to ‘shun "western®

education, have retalned the tradltlonal pastoral mode of

;Qw—life as much as pos51b1e, and have reJected 1ntermarr1age
wlih persons of Balru orlgln,é _Balru have few obgections :
to such intermarriage., ' The Bahima have been slow.to engage
in-fhe newly rising bash'ecenonyﬁand this reluctanée is
partially reflected in the low density of central places
exhibifeﬁiin areas of marked Bahima population.,

Neﬁertheless, and in spite of their separatis%
attitudes, the Bahima have adopted the language of the
‘original agriculturalists and little if any trace of their -
original Speech survives.? In very recent times it is
evident that tradltlonal Bahlma authorlty has undergone
serious challenge and dllutlon. The p051t10n of Omugabe has
been ellmlnated and all off1c1al and semiofficial sanctions

" of Bahima authority no longer exist,

_Evélution of Ankole Kingdom and District

The recently ruling Bahima dynasty of Ankole claimed
to trace its orlgln to the flfteenth century when the

pastoralist controlled kingdom of Kaaro-Karungl was

6Background to- Uganda: Serles no, 205, "The

Ban ankore," (Department of Information, Kampala, December
19617, P. 1. (Mlmeographed) v .

?Ibld.

-1k



C , o
establiShed in the south-eaétern portion of thé modern if
Ankole District. Kaaro—Karungl generally corresponded to
the present Saza (prov1nce) of Isingiro whlle other pastor-
alist klngdoms existed to the north, west and south
-Kaaro-Karungl later came to be known as_Nkore of which -
. Ankole 1s a European corruptlon.8 In the elghteenth and
nlneteenth centurles NKore expanded its territory at the
expense of its nelghbors and by the late nineteenth
- ecentury the kingdom included,the’who;e of the eastern half
'of modern Ankole District and was periodically'suzerain
over the more western kingdoms of Buhyeju éndhlgaramg

European contact with Nkore was f;rst made by Henry
M. Stanley in 188910 and in 1891 Lugard concluded a treaty
with the Omugabe for protection on behalf of the Imperial
British East African Company wﬁich was renewed in 1894 on
behalf of fhe British Crown.11 In 1898 the British-es-
. tablished an administrative statlon at Mbarara to Whlch the

' Omugabe moved his re51dence.12

. 8H F. Morris, “The Maklng of Ankole," Uganda Journal,
Vol. 21, No. 1 (March 1957), p. 1. '

9Ibid.

O4enry M. Stanley, In Darkest Afrlca, Vol. II,
4 (Charles ‘Seribner's Sons, New York, 1891),

o 11F. Lukyn Williams, "Early Explorers in Ankole,"
- Uganda Journal, Vol., 2, No. 3 - -(January 1934), pp. 197-206,

12Morrls, Loc. cit,

15
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- F.D, Lugard, The Rise of Our East African Em ire,'
Vol. II, (William Blackwood and Sons, London, 1893),

T

A conseqﬁénce of Stanley's and Lugardfs tri@els in-

clude 2 dféry.lB publisheg‘recollections,14 and. journal

15

references™” as well as crude maps16 that indicate sites

inhabited by prominent Ankole residents of the day. This

information combined with the.ggogréphic ddta mapped by

offiﬁers of the MacDonald Expeditionbof‘1897-1898-ihdicates :

s

certain residential sites, probably menyattas'or farmsteads

‘that were precirsors of contemporéry centfél places (séé

Map 2). Seventeen such sités eventually became the

..locales for the indicated central places,

In theifollowing decades, with the support of;thel;
British colon;?l officers, Ankole's borders were extended
wéé%ﬁgfa'¥hfough the "implementation of.-force, terror, -
deceit and treaty. In41899 Buhwe ju and Igara were brbught

under the Omugabe‘'s direct overlordship, Bunyaruguru was

138téﬁ1ey, loc. cit.sy and Margery Perham, Ed,, The

'Diaries of Lord Iu ard, Vol, II, (Northwestern University
Press, Evanston, 1958)..

14

1?Williams, loc, cit. Map titled: Ankole District .
Uganda; sketch map illustrating routes of Stanley, Emin,
and Lugard, Map follows page 208,

16Map of U anda, Reproduced at the Intelligence
Division War Office from a map compiled by Lt. Col, J.R.L.

‘MacDonald assistéd by Major H,H, Austin and Lt. R.T.. Bright

from surveys executed by officers of the MacDonald Expedi-
tion 1897-1898 and other sources. Ref No. I.D.W.0, 1429,
Lithographed at the War Office in September 1899 with

additions in November 1900,

e
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MAP 2 - E |

Ankole Contemporary Urban Places
i 0f Pre-Colonial Origin

[y

-Sites identified in lower case print represeq}udwellinés;,
of.important personstin pre-ﬁolonial Ankole as identifiéd
by the officers of the MacDonald Expedition of 1897-1898 .
Stanley® and Lord Lugafdbl' These sites have &inee-become— — -

focal points for the founding of urban places.,

'AaHenry M. Stanley, -In Darkest Africa, Vol. II, (Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1891}, -

bF.D. Lugard, The Rise of our Bast African Empire, Vol,
QF;JN(W§}1iam Blackwood gnd Sons, Edinburgh, 1893),

i ;
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| ANKOLE | -
CONTEMPORARY URBAN PLACES OF PRE-COLONIAL ORIGIN
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’added’a few yeare later) and in 1914 Kajara Saza was added %
when the border problems with German East Africa were
settled.1? By. submlttlng to Brltlsh pratection and obtaln-‘
ing British polltlcal and mllltary support therefore. the

1Nkore klngdom was able to expand its rule far beyond the

existing borders of 1894

P The Ankole ﬁandscape18

Both phy51ca1 and cultural factors-have played maJor
roles ‘in effectlng ‘the dlstrlbutlon of populatlon and
’.settlements in Ankole., It is: essentlal therefore to con-
sider briefly the general phy31oal dlfferences in environ-
ment- across Ankole. Ankole Dlstrlct is part of the inter-
ior rlft valley and plateau country of East Africa. It can
be sub- ~divided into three geperallzed topographic regions;’
an eastern low plateau, a western highland belt, and the
western rift falley lowland. o
Bastern Low Plateau .
. Known also as the Katonéa plateau, the eastern plateau

is part of a greater plateaJ extending acdross central

Uganda. It is characterlzed by a gently undulatlng surface

17Morris. op. cit. p. 14,

, 18The descriptive account is a generalized synthesis

- ~of the data as presented by:r S.J.K. Baker, “"Geographical
- Baekground of Western- Uganda," Uganda Journa y Vol., 22,
No. 1 (March 1958), pp.’ 1-10; and David N. McMaster,

A Susistence Crop Geography of Uganda, (Geographical
PubllcatlonsﬁleLted Budj—'Cornwall, 1962, pp. 2= 23.

!
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‘ngher elevatlons and widespread swampy condltlons havei;:lva]h

. MAP 3

4r cAnkole;Geographical'ﬁeaturesm s

) played an 1mportant role 1n 1nfluen01ng thellocatlon of -

urban plaoe s1tes and transportatlon routes. Note the
‘high dens1ty -of urban places in western Ankole and the

marked absence of urban places 1n the rlft valley and
AN . - - . o

 -Road communlcatlons (though of varying quality) are»

o w1dely developed in Ankole while the rallway stops at -

Authe forest and game reserves.*"

only one statlon in the dlstrlot Kabagole. The rall-

fp rlpheral to. the Ankole populatlon “and-does not serve.

at Kllembe ‘in Toro Dlstrlct and Kampala. It is

1

mf~ffthe"densely populatedvsouth.and west of the,Ankole'

aistrict. . . .

}fElevatlons and swamp locatlons are based on 1nformat10n
“taken from: B . _ : ) N

ngandaz*_1:5oo 000.

- i

v ‘Edition 2.

}Copyrlghx_Uganda Government, 1963.

W'Prlnted by the Department of Lands and Surveys,lUgandarwm

:';;;:1963.

: - !
"_;Many of the urban place 51tes ‘remain officially un-~ N
"mapped. £0n this and subsequent maps many of the urban J

'plaoe locatlons are” 1nterpolated accordlng to-:collected
fleld data.wv G T ;

g

LRt

‘?way i§ the trunk connection between “the copper m1nes‘.'M“”””wm'm"m"

RV A,
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’ ANKOLE GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES.
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l_mlxed woodland, Theg - lowest elevatlons are usually poorly

series of small crater lakes. Precipitation generally

glntd”the Lake Edward’/ 1owland, a part of the- fault bounded

«

Iaveraglng betwaen 4, OOO feet and 5 000 feet in elevatlon.

_1nches, and the plateau is covered by grassland, acac1a and

drained and seasonal or permanent swamps act as barrlers to
easy movement.
Western H;ghlands BN

This area is a dissected upland generally rariging from

?5,000 feet to 7,000 feet, The slopes and valley bottoms
are wooded, tﬁe ridge crests are graes covered, and the
scattered basins are covered by grasslan&s, acacia and
euphorbia bush. Swampy conditions characterlze the lowest |
eleﬁatlons and partlcularly the drainage basin of the Ru1z1?
River is demlnated by papyrus covered swamp. The swampy I
conditions have played-<an important role in determining

transport routes and consequently of Some urban place 31tes

and "situations., Frequently the swamps are the primary

'source of fresh water for nearby urban places, 1In

Bunyaruguru, former Qeleagic activity is reflected by a

number of‘praters many -of which are inundated to form a

increases with elevation so that fifty-five inch averages
are common on the middle and upper slopes.

‘The Western Rift: Valley

The wegtern hlghlands drop off abruptly to the west

.22
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'trough of the ‘western rift valley system, The lowland 1s .

occupled by tse-tse, fly’ 1nfested woodland and ‘twop 1akes,

Edward and George, whlch are llnked by the Ka21nga channfl'

‘;The lowland lles 1n the rain shadow of the western high-

lands and receives an average of thlrty to thlrty—flve e
1nohes of prec1p1tat10n per annum.

Most of the Ankole portlon of the rlft valley is part
of the Queen Ellzabeth Natlonal Park, Except for a few

fishing settlements on the lake shoreés and the Kaz1nga

'channel brldge»town {former ferry crossing) of Katunguru,

there are no settlements, rural or urban, in this portion

of Ankole,

-

Population

No accuraté statistics or even comprehensive descrip-
tlons are avallable for the pre-twentieth century dlstrlbu-

tion of, people in Ankole and therefore it is w1th cautlon

' and dlfflculty that the subject of populatlon dlstributlon

‘'is considered, _Ip 1887 it was reporited that the Omugabe

1
was computed to have 200,000 spears at his command 9 Thls

-figure appears without definition, There is no 1ndlcatlon
of what geographical area could supply this manpower or

even 1f it represented only m%p of flghtlng age. If we

assume that the 200 000 flgure refers to flghtlng age

Banyankore men then we eould assume at least 600,000 as a

19Willlams, OD. clt.. Pe 197, - . ‘ v
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lenlmal flgure for the total populatlon under the authorlty

of - or suzerain to the Omugabe. In vlew of the fact that in -
1890 Nkore was no more than half the size of the modern
Ankole Dlstrlct and that in 1948 the census recorded a/
figure of 400, 924 1nhab1tants for all of Ankole Dlstrlct,
the 187? flgure of 200, OOO spears seems to be much in-

flated, Nonetheless, cattle dlseases resulting in a

'dramatlc decllne in llvestock and the food resource base

(milk) sharply reduced the Banyankore populatlon in the

post Stanley contact years and perhaps the 600 000 estlmate

B N

is not far from reallty.
What is more apparent, however, is that the distribu-~
tion of popﬁlation has been considerably altered in certain

parts of Ankole during the period dating from 1890. The

-current pattern of population and settlement in Ankole can

be generally described as one-of comparative stability in

the western highlands and little changed from the 1890's

- except for density increases. In contrast, considerable

demographic changes have occurred in the easterh lower

plateau grassland and woodland country. It seems that two

very different forces are most dlrectly responsible for

these changes; (a) disease), and (v) forelgn 1nfluence,
dlrect and,lnd;rect, largely European but also Asian

(Indlan)

"~ The Role of Disease

Southeastern Ankole has long been the tradltlonal

[ ° x

Y
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"homeland of the pastoral Bahima (particularly the areas

currently 1ncluded in 131ngiro and Kashari sazas) The
pastures of Isingiro were renowned among the pastorallsts
and the area was hlstorlcally known as "Nsharo (the Good

Land)". 20 1 1889 the great rlnderpest epldemic devastated

'the Ankole herds in Nsharo.21 It has been estlmated that™ by

1904 fully two-thlrds of the Ankole stock had died.?2 The
effect on the Bahlma populatlon was catastrophiec, The
Bahima diet ‘consisted almost entirely of milk and mllk

products. With the loss of their cows numerous herdsmen

‘and their families faced famine and were forced to migrate

in search of friends‘or'kin whoee cattle hed.not been
stricken.

The great rinderpest epidemic was followed by wide-
spread outbreaks of smallpox. Already weakened by dietafy
hunger, thousands of Bahima and stricken Bairu fell to this
23

disease. Lt. Mundy, a British officer stationed at

Ankole, estimated that by 1904 the Bahima population had

declined to less than one~third of the pre-rinderpest

20J. Ford, "Tsetse FPly in Ankole: A Hlma Song,"

Ugandg Journal, Vol, 17, No,.2 (September. 1953),
Pp. 1 o

21.

H.R. Wallis (compller), The Handbook of Uganda,
(Crown Agents. for. the Colonles. London, 1913), p. 53. B

' 22Harry Johnston. The U anda Protectorate Volume II,
(Hutchinson and Company, Tondon, 190%), p. 626,

ZBWallls, op. ecit., p. 102,

e
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epidemicitotal.24i“ 7 )
" In the*yearé 1968-19101sou£heéétern Ankole was. sub-

- jected to the advénce of thé“tsetse fly (G. Morsitans) and

g e

trypanosom1as1s into I31ng1ro from Tangany1ka.25 Herds

that had begun to .recover from rinderpest Wwere again threab—

"ened., As the death toll of cattle began to mount the

pastorallsts moved northward 1nto the drler and less

favored 1and of Nyabush021 and westward into Kasharl sazas.,

By 1930 Nsharo, "The Good Country", was no more.26 By 1940
most of the area south of the Mbarara road was 1nfested
with the fly and by 1957 over one thousand square mlles

north of the road was considered to . be infésted.27

External Influence

’

In 1898, four years after the British‘Crown.concluded

a treaty with the Omugabe, the colonial government opéned'a

Mbarara stands today. The Omugabe moved his royal kraal to

T a s1te nearby and subsequent expansion has led Mbarara to

become the primary central place in Ankole District.

Following the establishment of Mbarara, 395 other central

']

2-I*John'ston, loc., cit.w

- 25!\. G. Robertson, "Tsetse Control in Uganda,"” The
East Africa Geographical Rev1ew, No. l (Apr11 1963), p. 30,

26Ford. loc. cit.

2?Robertson, loc., cit.

26



"places have»beenbéstablished within the Disfrict boundaries,
Collectlvely, allicentral places in Ankole account for
21 195 persons or roughly two and one-half percent (2, 56%)
of the Ankole population based on 1966 pepulation figures
(see Table'Ij ‘ Of this central place resident populatlon,
‘about 93, . 7% is composed of Africans, 5.4% Asians and .9%
Europeans. i

External influence has also come to play a role in
altering the rural distribution of‘ﬁopulation and settle=-
ments. In 1958 the Uganda colonial governménfubegan to
develop anti-tsetse'fly campaigns. Initially the tech-
nigue was one of elimihating the game so as to destroy the -
host of the trypanosome agents. By 1961 it was claimed that
"the spread of tsetse had been halted in northeast Ankole
Distript and /that new techniques would be implemented to
"reclaim tsetse infested lands to the south.29‘ With funds
provided by an American A.I.D. program, spray campaigns‘
'_involviﬂg insecticides were successful in clearing all of
the area north of the Mbarara road. The cleared area is

now protected by a four mile cleared belt south. of the road

-and it is hoped that eventually all of southern Ankole

28Fr§m data collected in the field,

"29Robertson, dé. cite, po 31.
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TfQ“”“””“W“Diétrict will be cleared of tsetse.3o - .-
» North of the Mbeféfa road a large scale commercial
ranching schemevdesigned to extend over lO0,0QO acres has
beeﬁ introduced into Nyabuehozi county on lan@s reclaimed
from the tsetse,fly; In 1965, twenty~-eight ranches were‘in
o operatlon*and 1t‘1s expected- that a total of. -125 ranches of
about 3 000 acres each will eventually be leased to tenants
for forty-nine.years, It is hoped that cattle will once
agaln be plentiful on the plalns of Nyabushozi county and
that Bahima pastorallsts will be attracted and mqtivated to
enter into the commercial rearing ef livestock.31
A more recent foreign influence upon the pattern of
population distribution in Ankole has been the influx of
thousands of Banyaruanda refugees into Uganda from Rwenda.
: FolloWing recent political and social upheavalé in Rwanda,
a steady stream of dlsplaced persons has been received by
»the Uganda government.- The initial plan called for giving
temporary sheltermonly. It soon became apparent;Lhowever,
- .that more pefﬁanent arrangements were necessary.32 ByLi964

there were over 50,000 refugees in Uganda, of which 20,550

30k, Peaee “The Ankole Ranchlng Scheme," The East
Afrlca Geographlcal Review, No. 4, (April 1966) p. 62,

&~

311big.
" 32D,G.R. Belshaw, “Resettlement Schemes for Rwanda

Refugees in Uganda," The East African Geographical Review, .

No. 1 (April 1963), pp. 46-48, .
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'were 1n Ankole Dlstrlct-mostly in 131ngiro saza.33 Four- '
teen thousand Banyaruanda have been permanently settled on
four 1arge s1tes, three de51gned for agriculturalists and
one.de51gned for pastoralists., After an initial failure to
eetablish cooperative farming .ventures among - the refugees
each Eemily_was allocated: ten acres of farmland: Better
estaﬁlishéa by 1969, the Rwandese have begunlte produce some
small'surpluses. Local central places in the areas of

Rwandese settlement are beginning to reflect increased

1ﬁcomes, partly from agricultural wealth, partly from gov~
ernment spending in support of the refugees, and partly
from income derived from wages paid to Rwandese males who

are employed away from the areas of Rwandese settlement.

-

Spatial Variation of Population in Ankole District Today
) Therl913 Handbook of Ugenda suggested that in that

year Ankole was inhabited by 266,000 peo%le.:m Phis figure
_could only have been a rough estimate and probably did ndt
include Kajara county whlch was added to Ankole in 1914,
'The 1877 reference to 200,000 spears (at least 600,000
total population) being available to the Mugabe assumes a
bit of credulity in view of the absolute decline in popula-

tion that must have followed,the’rinderpeSt and smallpox

epidemics‘gi;thell8901seandwthemensetwefétsetse in-1908«107 - — -

33U§anda 1964 Government Printer, Entebbe, 1965, Do 36

34Wallls, op, clt., P. 146,
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The first official census of Anko;e.Distript was
implemented inr;948_and revealed a té%alupﬁpﬁlation of
400,924 inhabitants.’> Tn 1959 a second census was im-

plemented and a. total popylatign of 529,712 was recorded

;(approximdtely a 2.5% increase per annuh) 36 In 1966 an

unofflclal census 1ndlcated that Ankole s populatlon had
1ncreased to 826, 230¢37

The 1966 census. is used here as the bas1s for discus-

.sion of populatlon‘matters. An analysis of the census re-

veals some 1nterest1ng distributional patterns.

35Afrlcan Population of Uganda Protectorate - Geo-
graghlcal and Tribal Studles, itaken from the East Africa

opulation Census o 9 East Africa Statlstlcal
Department, Nairobi, December, 1950, Pe 3.
36

East Africa High Commission, Uganda General African.

Ceﬁsus 1 Bast Africa Statlstlcal Department,
Na;rosl, %960. )

37Ankole Returns from Saza Chlefs File (1966),. ADM.

- 14, Ankole District Admlnlstratlon, Kamukuzi (Mbarara).
_ (Typewrltten).' :
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MAP 4
e B Ankole Subdivisions

The Ankole dlstrlct is polltloally subd1v1ded ‘into
thrée levels of administrative units, Ten sazas com=
‘prise the highest level of administrative uﬁit. Each
saza is subdivided.intootwo‘or more gombololas of
which there are a total of 47 in’Ankole,

Gombolola boundarles in Kajara, Rwampara, and 151ng1ro
| sazas were altered in 1967 68 so that this map repre-
bsents the contemporary pattern of gombolola units.‘
“Each gombolola is further subdivided into ﬁrukas.

While mrukas form the third tier of agministrétiye units,
" there are at present no maps-available that deoict”the

location of mruka boundaries., Mrukas are not repre-

sented on Map 4,
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S

U MAF 5

~Ankole Population Density by Gombolola, i966

Population densities are based on saza chiefs census

-

rethrns for the year 1966.a

Note the high dengities of population in western

Ankole. A comparison of Map 5 and Map 3.will~réveal a.

clbsg relationshiﬁ betwesn density of pb@ﬁiéfiﬁﬁ”éﬁd’“T

density of urban places.,

" @Ankole District Admihistration, Annual Returns from

Saza Chiefs' File, 1966.

-
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. MAP 5
ANKOLE POPULATION DENSITY BY GOMBOLOLA, 1966
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TABLE I

N

i
|

ANKOLE POPULATION INFORMATION

- % URBAN®
, 1966 SQUARE DENSITY OF (RESIDENT IN |
SazA GOMBOLOLA  POP. MILES POPULATION UREAN PLACES)
Mitoma . Kanoni 14,812 152 98 T 2.4
c e © Rukirt 12,120 7. 1517 . 1.8
™ - Nysbuhikye 16,103 © 47 342 4.6
Buremba . 2,825 176 < 16 1.6
Bisheshe 24,292 216 29 T 1.6
Buhwe ju Rwengwe 4,722 44 107 3.8
Burere 5,124 73 70 .5
Karungu . 9,898 46 - 215 1.4
Rukiri 5,514 185 2 2.0
Igara Bumbeire 23,840 23 1,036 2.7
- Mitooma - 26,997 . 51 529 1.7
Nyabubare 26,851 38 706 1.7
. Keizoba 16,097 56 287 1.8
Bitereko 19,243 59 326 1
Bugarama 19,825 86 230 .9
) Kyamuhunga 22,704 59 384 1.9
Tsingiro = - Kabingo 9,419 109 86 2.9
' '* " Birere 21,866 137 159 2.3
Kikagati 16,964 26 71 2.1
Ngarams 9,963 239 . 4 4.0
e Rugega 9,588 296 ¢ 32 4.8
Shema .- Kagango =~ 22,621 50,452 . 2.4
Kigarama 27,658 82 337 1.7
Kitigata = 19,139 51 375 1.7
] Shuku 21,220 63 336 1.6
. - - } . Kabira . 27,473 74 3N . 1.0
Kajara Thunga 28,852 59 480 1.9

Rubaare 49,496 .24 - 202 .9 |

35
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TABLE 1 (CONT!'D) )
% URBAN®

i
’ 1966  SQUARE DENSITY OF (RESIDENT IN
SAZA GOMBOLOLA  POP. MILES POPULATION URBAN PLACES) |
Bwongyera 29 »335 - 52 564 .8
Rvampara Ndai ja 24,637 91 270 1.9
Ntungamo 24,571 112 219 1.3
- Ruhama - 21,270 84 253 2.6
. Bugamba -~ 22,055 75 294 1.8
Rukoni 24,679 121 203 1.4
Rugando - 21,136 125 . 169 2.5
Kashari Kakiika* 21,476 64 335 30.8
Bubaare 5,913 o712 82 1.9
Rubaya 8,319 138 60 1.1
Rubindi 34,517 100 345 .8
Rwanyamahembel0,070 68 148 2.6
Bunyaruguru Ryeru 17,660 - 133 132 1.3
' Kichwamba 12,715 = 244 52 2.9
Nyabashozi Nyakasharara 10,450 600 17 A
Kashongt ' 5,499 " 129 . 42 1.9
Kazo : 5,878 216 27 1.7
Kinoni 7,243 250 28 2.8
Kenshunga 3,581 279 12 3.9
ANKOLE TOTAL ©7826,225 5,981 138 2.56

*Includes Mbéraré Townéhip

8persons resident in urban places were determined in the field by
on site ‘counts, personal communication with local residents and

..averages of sample data applied to settlements where actual counts
were impossible.



Populatlon is heav1ly concentrated and densities are

) hlghest in the western hlghlands of Shema, Igara. Kajara,
Rwampara, and Bunyaruguru sazas with a nodal ¢oncentration
around Mbarara township, Sparsity of populatlon character-
izes eastern Ankole Dlstrlct, partlcularly the eastern
plateau lands of Nyabush021, Isingiro, and eastern Mltoma
5a2as. In addition, the northwestern portion of Ankole
Dlstrlct, particularly the rift-valley region of Bunyaru-
-guru,and Buwhe ju sazas, are.very‘sparsely ?opulatedv

(see Map 5).

These spatlal variations 1n populatlon are partially
explained by the former presence of the rlnderpest and
_smallpox epidemics and the past and present infestations of
‘tsetse'in eastern Ankole. The effects of these diseases
were most dramatically'inflicted upon the Bahima pastoral-
ist population which traditionally was most numerous in
eastern AnkqleﬂDistrict. Furthermore, subsistence farmers
‘and agriculturaleactivity are limited by the comparatively
modest annual precinitation,(usuaily less thaﬁ thirty-five
. inches) and its unreliable and torrential nature.

, ‘Nyabushezi saza, the largest in Ankole District, has
only 32,651 inhabitants or 22,2 per square mile. Isingiro
_has 67,800 inhabitants and a density of 66.6 per square

mile while Mitoma records 70,152 and 105.1 pér square mile-

(mostly concentrated in the uplands of western Mitoma saza),

‘The rift valley lands of northwest Ankole have

o
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" relatively few Bahima-residents. In 1933. when suggesting

- Bahima-Bairu ratios, rhe District Commissioner reccrdéd no
-appreciable numbers of Bahima in Bunyaruguru and Buh@eju‘
eazas;Bs Again the presence"of tsetse (Q. pallidipes-and

>§,'fuscipleuris) is a major factor limiting pastoral

\‘,éaCtivity. Apparently, Bahima people have never herded in
nor inhabited the northwesternmost reaches of Ankole
District. ’

In addition, the rift valley area experiences a dual
rain shadow effect from the western highlands of Ankole to
the east and from the mountains-of eastern Congo to the
‘west., Pre01p1tat10n averages less than thlrty-flve inches
per annum and.is generally unreliable, Furthermore, the
greater portion of land area in Bunyaruguru saza and a.con-
siderable_amqunf of acreage in Buhweju saza is given over
to governmenfycontrolled~forestwreserves and the Queen
Elizabeth National Park. Both the forest reserves and

,_natibnai park lack permanent agricultural residents and the

only central places that exist are flshlng villages,
Bunyaruguru saza has 30,375 1nhab1tants. ThlS population
is heav1ly concentrated in the uplands of eastern Bunyaru-
guru wheremcens;t;es average over 270 per square mile, 7

_ Bthejurwith 25,258 inhabitants has an average density of

57 perAsquare‘mile-buf iike'Bunyaruguru saza the

' ' - BiBaker- Geographical?Background of Western Uganda}
'.. OB. ClT,, ppo 1-10. : »
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concentrations are;highesﬁ in the uplérdsvin the~southern'”
part of the saza where densities. exceed 170~per square miTe,

The great majority of Ankole's population is cgpcen-
trated in the western hlghlands of Shema, Igara; Kajara,
Rwampara and Kasharl sazas. Conditions fopr agrlcuktural
act1v1ty in Ankole Dlstrlct are best in the hlghland areas,
partlcularly on the lower slopes and non—lnundated ba51ns.
In the hlghlands pre01p1tatlon reaches maximum amounts

(50 55 1nches per annum), tsetse is rare, and some of the

. better S6ils in all of Ankole are to be found in the south-

western portion of the hlghland zone, _

In addltlon to the inequitable dIstrlbﬁtlon of popu-
latlon in Ankole Dlstrlct, there 1s a. marked populatlonv
imbalance between the sexes. Females exceed males by
elmost‘40;000,ﬁer56hs. Closer scrﬁtiny reveals possible

-migration trends. The male<female ratio for Banyankore

below s1xteen years of age 1is -fairly even. For adults‘-

(above sixteen years of age), however, the’female pdpulatiam
exceedSathat?of males in;eyery saza but Bunyaruguru and in
almostievery.eensus;district in Ankole.Bgi

| Thisldemggraphie,imbaiance by sex partly refleets.an 3
unéxplainéd'natural domihéus:of female numbers in the-above.

s1xteen age bracket (statlstlcs are unavallable on matters

] of llfe expectancy by 8ex . or. mortallty rate by sex),  The . . ..

39East Afrlcan High Comm1ss1on. Ugaﬁda African
General Census 1959. Loc. cit, . : :

iy
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imbalancé, however, aiso reflects the.numﬁer,ofﬂBanyankore )
men who have migrated beyond Ankole's borders - in search of
better economic opportunltles. The 1959 census recorded
114,350 Banyankore outside Ankole Dlstrlct’(88,000‘1n_.
Buganda District alone) of which 63, 200 were maies .and :
49,000 were Temales. This high figure of Ankole mlgrants
is significant in that a cons1derable proportlon of their
earnlngs are returned to Ankole and spent, at least part-
ially, in support of the central places in their local home>
areas, AlSd.}é provocative-question with no apbarént
answer is; do fhese eérnings returned from wage employment
outside §f Ankolebfind their way into investments in

central places?

bo.



CHAPTER III
ANKOLE URBAN PLACES v

Iraditional Settlement iri Ankole and the
Absence of Urban Plgcesl o

Towards the end of the nineteenth century when the -.
first European entry to Ahkole occurfed,'the existing A
settlement pattern reflected the evolution of the Bairu-
Bahima plural society and “itg accomodation to the existing ‘
resources available; _

Pripr to the European and Asién‘entry to Ankole (pre-
1895), the resident population was‘entirely engaged in v .

subsistence agriculture and/or herding. Hime herdsmen yere

- . '1Discussion of traditional settlement and economic
ratterns- is based on.descriptive information from the
following publications: . : :

J. Roscoe, The Northern Bantu, (Frank Cass and Company,

Ltd., London, 1915Y, pp. 101-131,

Jo Rdscoe; The—Soul of Central Africa, (Cassell and
Company, Ltd., London, 1922), pp. 58-59.

: » The Banwamkole, The Second Part of the
Mackie Ethnological Expedition to Central Afrieca,
(Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1923),

, W.L;S.'Macintosh, Some Notes on the Abahima and the -
Cattle Industry of Ankole, (Government Printer, Entebbe,
19387, T o

Margaret Trowell and K.P. Wachsmann, Tribal Crafts of
Uganda, (Oxford, London, 1953).

Samwiri Karugire, "Relations Between the Bairu and
Bahima in Nineteenth Century Nkore," Tarikh, Vol. 3 No., 2
(1970), pp. 22-33, -

e
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dominant in numbers and e%isted as subsistence cultitators
while practicing various domestic crafte-at the farmstead,

| The settlements of th:ee.peoples took varying forms
and often served as the sites where residents ﬁerformed
most of the service funetiohs that were required., In
Ankole, the tradltional form of settlement was the dis-
persed farmstead or menyatta. The farmstead-served as the
res1dence for the Bairu family unit, usually a somewhat
extended family that might include grandparents and grand-
chlldren. _ )

The éettiemént type of the Bairu farmstead could be
characterized as a beehive shaﬁed dwelling with a circular
fioor plan. Branches were Jolned so as to form a framework
to be covered by grass thatch, The farmstead had few
structures beyond the few dwell}hgs. The Homesites were
located on land that was being cultivated and consequently
individual farmsteads were dispersed across the landscape .
en the individdal farms where cultivation occurred. Tradi-
tionally, millet and sweet potatoes were the domlnant items.
of the diet and were cultivated under a pattern of long

term fallowing of exhausted land., The recent introduction

" of plantains and their widespread acceptance has led to a ~ —

‘partial.stabilization of the farmstead,

- The family's ecenomic activities centered around the
farmstead and’ supplled as much of the family's materlal

goods and services as were required, It was largely a

»
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:subsistence rattern of economy though cert%in items were

.were sometimes plastered with clay... The dwellings were

‘bartered for--specialidzed items unavailable at the farm-

stead. Blacksmiths and potters were not present in every

family unit and salt was an item of trade originating%from

’iéﬁéwkéfWé‘ih”%héffift—valley_nﬁrfh of Take Edward., A

1océl group of Bairu men would form a caravan- party and
with bartering goods in‘hand would sojourn to Lake Katwe to
obtain -their salt needs for the‘immediate future.? |
- Some Bairu, in theifygftachéd relationship with cér-
tain Béhima fblk,'fun;tioned as keepers of their Bahima
overlord's goats and sheep, builders, artisans, smiths, anm
potters. The Bahima ﬁastoraiiSts depended almost entirely
upon the Bairu for weapons, tools, utehéils and even for
milk vesselé and water pots.
settlements sd;;ounded by thqrﬁbusﬂ fencing, The menyatta
fences enclosed beehive shaped dwellings with thatched

roofs supported by walls of small timbers (branches) and

-small rooms; one”for- the parents, one for the. girls to

usually comparimentalized by reed walls into two or three

~which-the entrance was accessible only through the parents

room, and a main storage .room in which the unmarried men and

PR

. Coat ,
boys slept._ The menyatta was largely a family unit that

2Char1es M. Good, Rural Markets and Trade in East

Africa, (Department of Geography Research Paper No, 128, |
University of Chicago, -Chicago .1970), pp. 154-158. |



Jfrequently“moved as herdsmenusoughtvnew pasture and water'
suoplies; Bahlma menyattas could occas1onally achieve-
cons1derable s1ze, partlcularly in lion country where 3 .
large menyatta might be a re31dence for some two hundred
men, their wives and chlldren. Here, the menyatta would.
\’ C probably 1nclude non-family members. Speclflcally, poorer
men with few cattle or the poorest of men w1th no cattle
would become attached to the large menyattas. In returns“""f”*“"w
for serv1oe they would thus be assured of adequate food
supplles. . 'Afx o
'M;W,,f F When away from their menyattas, Bahlma herdsmen
: Aerected very temperary kreels. Crude shelters were built
to screen herdsmen from dew and rain while thornbush was
laid between the shelters to form a circular kraal 1n
-Whlch the cattle could be -8heltered at night,
Menyattas were often. shifted, but usually only a short
, dlstance from the former site, The tendency to remain near

.‘the‘former s1te was, atwleast partially, the'consequence of

the pastoralist llv1ng in an almast, symblotlc relatlonshlp

—— T T —M___ B

"ﬁ”f“'jif"”f'w1th Balru sedentary cultivators. Each Bahima - cattle owner
) ; had a number of Balru retalners attached to him, . When he
~;f¥;“f”~f’tmoved “he took "hig" Balru w1th h1m or_assumed control over

| :;a new Balru group by agreement.
- The Bahlma famlly maintained its own div181on of labor
::and provided some of 1ts own basxc materlals and serv1ces.

"In contrast to the more self-suffic;ent Bairu’ cultlvators,

ke




~ death of one Omugabe and the establishment of a new

fthe Bahima partially depended,on Bairu farmers and crafts-
‘hen for various goods and services.

Surplus production on the part of the Bahima was .

extremely limited, Cattle were wealth and at the same time

the basic source. of foodf They werevngrely_slaughtered
save on cerémonial occasions., Though the largest .of the
Bahima menyattas might include hundreds of people, the
menyattas in no way functioned as a central place for the
provision ofosales or services for a surrounding rural
popﬁlafion. WhafeversserQicésvénd ekéhanges occurred Were
part of thé local subsisfence activity of the menyatta,
There was no neéd'for a regular daily market place where
items ;r;ééfViéeslwould be offgred to a surrounding rural
populace,

The most permanent and largest settlement to exist in

Ankole in pre-colonial times was the Royal Kraal., A non-

permanent settlémenti the Royal Kraal functioned as the

political focus of the Omugabe's kingdom.3 Ankaié Bistory

records the continuous shifting of the royal kraal with the:

royal
kraal site upon the accession of a succeeding Omugabe,

Over the centuries the royal. kraal had been shifted over

3H.F. Morris, "Historic Sites in Ankole," Uganda
Journal, Vol., 20, No. 2 (September 1956), Pp. 177-181;

"Roland Oliver, "Ancient Capital.Sites of Ankole," Uganda
‘Journal, Vol, 23, No., 1 (March 1959), pp. 51-63; and M.,
_Posnansky, "The Excavation of an Ankole Capital Site at

- .Bweyorere," Uganda Journal, Vol., 32 No. 2 (1968),

s

|
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the grasey anq wooded.plains of Isingiro and Kashari Wi%h
the pattern of royal kraal sites refleeting a gradual
‘‘‘‘‘ northward movement from Isingiro.saza toward Nyabushozil and
Kashari sagzas, ' V '
~In the late 1890°'s the royal kraal was located in
“ southern Kashari, 'Tﬂé royal kraal site was chosen for its
nearness to good pasture and perﬁanent water supply, and
was enclosed by large trees with:earth works heaped up
_between the trees.‘* The. wealthier Bahima (as defined by
number of cattle owned) located their kraals near that of
the Omugabe. Ollver argues that the Omugabe‘s settlement
. was more than a kraal,> Rather it could be viewed as a
town intended to last for a decade and often for an entire
reign. Posnansky disagrees.6
The royal kraal alonevfunctioned as a central plaee
in the sense that it offered the administrative function of
political decisioﬁ making. - Fribute, consisting ¢f live-
stock, salt and various Bairu craft products, was collected
w1dely in Ankole for dellvery to the Omugabe s kraal s1te.
The trlbute, however, was not redistributed. There is no

ev1dencgJ therefore, that ¢he.royalrkraél site functipned

‘as-a center for the provision of sales -or services., The -

royal catﬁle herds were the'la;gest in Ankole and

4Morrls, loc. cit,
5Ollver, op. cit., D. 62.
'6Poenansky; loc, cit.

4
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consequently dairy produce was usually coplous. Apparent-
ly, dalry production was large enouéh to support the
existence\of a smallish court as the leading nobility of
the Ankole realm and theif retainers wefe often present at
the royal kraal site’ as were various servants to the ?

Omugabe.

In summary, prlor to 1898 Ankole was populated by

'farmers and herders re51d1ng in farmsteads and/or

4

menyattas dlspersed across the landscape. The economy was
everywhere sub51stence in character and there were neither:
regular or 1rregular markets or central place sites that

operated to,provide sales or services,

The Emergence of Urban Places

It was 1nto thls w1de ranging sub81stence economy that

* the British colonial authorltles and A51an merchants made

thelr_appearance in the 1890's. A center for European

administration and éggan commerce was estab;ished in 1898 .

vunder the'leadership of a British officer, R.J.D,

Macalllster, at the site of modern Mbarara.7 Thls 81te was

chosen osten81bly because it was near to the then ex1st1ng

31te of the royal kraal as well as adJacent to a permanent

-source of water, the Ruizi Rlver."

It was Mbarara, therefore, that emerged as the first

settlement -in Ankole to perform'functionS~other than that

"Morris, "THe Making. of Ankole,"” op. ¢it. p. 1L,

| 71.-f,;47



as a residence for suﬁsistence farmers or hefders. fﬁgg
settlement immediately took oﬁ the functions.of administraﬁ‘
tien, military security, wholesale and feﬁailvtrade,

religion and education; Wholesale and retail trade was

rentlrely in the hands of. the A51an merchants that accom-
panied the British officers and their troops, Inltially
the‘merchants were intereeted in Egying (bartering for)
surplus cdﬁmodities; These were usuelly ;imited to hides,
skins andliiory. In exchange the Asian merchants introduc-
ed the wide range of Eupggean and Indian manufactured goods
including elofh;Aweapons (mainly kﬁi&es), beads, other
glassware, utensils, etc, This patterh of Asian control
over wholesaling and fetailing héé continued in Ankole
uﬁtil recent times, Though etill dominant in a‘few loca-
 “tions (particularly in Mbarara and Bushenyi) and in regard
to certain commercial commedifies,Athe Asian role in retail
‘ trade and wholesale buying has decllned con51derably in the
‘ past decads,

—_— 8-

Growth Beyond Mbarara

The early-establishment of Asians away ffom'Mbarara
B (- I closely Tinked to "the” foundlng of outlylng admlnlstra- -
tive stations on the part. of the Ankole government.
Beginning in the_first decade of the twentieth century, the
Ankole government under British guidance began to establish
Saza eabitals or headquarters sfaffed by imgorteé chiefs

‘from Buganda., The Saza capital site then became the

48 .
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of Mbarara., As such it malntalned a measure of respect and

sanctity; It was to the site cf the Saza headquarters that

the new rellglous and commerc1al functlons were attracted

and became established,
The religious and’ educational-functions were con-

solidated under the church, As the various religious‘

groups established their churches and missions, first at

Mbarara and.later ih more distant.locations, these func-~

tions came to be very widespread. The earliest missions

were commcnly, though not necessarily, located near an

administrative*centef;”wThfcﬁéhcut’Ankoie wherever a re-

irecognized focus of government, an administrative extension |

ligious-educational, unlt has been esgstablished, a commerc1al

“establishment 1s nearby. In fact, the general shop -

rellglous-educatlonal triad seems to be the common func-
tlonal ba51s for most urban places in Ankole.

At first all non-African traders (usually Asians)

established and operated their retail-wholesale units

.under government issued "Temporary Occupation Licenses."8

The general policy of the government was: to encourage

“were on "Mallo"9 or Crown lands so as to minimize poten-

‘tial conflict with‘indigenous inhabitdnts.

8"Permanent Trading Centers in Ankole Other than
Mbarara,"  File No. 10/3, 6/2/30 to 30/4/47. Ankole

-archives, Mbarara.

the concentratlon of trading units at spec1f1c 51tes that -

|
I
i
i
i

9Mallo land refers to unlts (cont d on follow1ng page)J
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chnlng and the Development of Urban Places in Ankole

L By the late l920's 1n southern Ankole, urban places
rwere also belng egtablished in part to serve mining devel-
opments that were underway in the latter part of the thlrdha
decade. Cassiterite (a source of tln) was dlscovered‘ln
1925 four miles from the current town of Klkagatl ok th?

) same Gombolola.10 In 1926 more tin was found at Mw1rasandu

and numerous prospectors. 1nclud1ng European mlnlng engiheers

‘and Afrlcan laborers were operatlng in southern Ankole.

Even through the years of the depres51on while other urban E

places experlenced a decline in act1v1ty, the Ankole tin

)

mines* were worked and portlons of received wages found

i
|
|
{

their wayhlnto the shops of the‘recently established urban !
‘plaCeS'of'Kikagati, Mwirasandu, Rwentobo and Ntungamo, . i
:_Slnce the 1930 s, the mining of tln 1n Ankole has experl-
enced marked fluctuatlons 1n productlon depending on world )
price levels at the moment. The rise or decline in tin

‘prices has also been.felt by the merehants.of the urbaﬁ:

- places in the tin mlnlng areas,. ‘ '

,Gold mining has also.contributed to the establlshment 1

9of land, usually a square mile (thus the corruption
‘to "mailo"™) in size that the government granted to Ugandans
as persohal property. Mailo land was usually granted to-
appointed chigfs (usually Waganda) as- they were establlshed
,1n Saza‘and Gombolola ch1efta1nc1es.

10A L.,. Job "Mlnlng in Uganda " Ugzanda Journal, |
-v;VOl' 319 NO.‘ l (1967)- Pp. 43"‘ 1. . [

!
S



portlons of Mitoma saza. Beglnnlng 1n the mld -1930's gold

" of cash 1nto the local, economy.“In 1937 alone there .were
5,468 Africans and 56 Europeans worklng the gold deposits

ﬁof BuhweJu i Ankole has contrlbuted sixty-eight percent

'and support of urban places in Buhwegu saza and adgacent

]

mlnlng 1n the hllls of Buhwe ju pumped con81derable amounts

of all the gold that has been extracted from Uganda and ”,j
both Butaré and Ibanda are urban places that received
economic support from the Buhwe ju gold mlnlng activity in F
the late l930's.
Establlshment of Gazetted Tradlng Centers

Inwihenlaje .1920's and early 1930's the Uganda govern-‘
ment attempted to standardlze certain aspects of commerce, f
One such development was the establishment of the Trading v

Centre Ordinance'of 1933, Among its component parts was

. the provision that all non-African traders must be

licensed and could only operate in an officially gazetted.

“trading center. Within the trading centers, leases were to.

be granted on surveyed plots and minimal construction

standards had to be met by non-African traders,

Prior to 1934 eleven urban places had been -established

(in addltlon to Mbarara) in Ankole where non-Afrlcans

engaged 1n commerce, In addltlon, six urban places had

been . establlshed where commerce was largely 1n Afrlcan

~te o 111Di4,

st



TABLE I1

NON-AFRICAN ORIENTED URBAN PLACES FRIOR TO 1934

NAME OF - : APPROXIMATE DATE

_ URBAN PLACE GOMBOLOLA OF ESTABLISHMENT |
" Kinoni Rugando ‘ Early 1920'g :
o ‘Bushanyi - Bumbeire ‘ C .‘ Q'Eerly 192015
s Rwashamaire - Thunga ’ Early 1920's
Ibanda Nyabuhikye Eagly 1920's
Nturigamo ‘ Ntungamo ' 1923 s
Kibingo (Kabowhe) . Kagango , 1926
- Ndeke ) . Ryeru _ R 1928 L.
Kikagati © Kikagati o Late 19207s (1929 ?)-
Muirasandu, Kikagati Late 1920's (1928 7)

Rwentobo Rubaare " Late 1920's (1929 ?)

AFRICAN ORIENTED URBAN PLACES PRIOR TO 1934

Butare \)Kyar’nixhunga ‘1926
Byanamira Kashongti 1930

Kazo . - Kazo . 1932
Buwizibwera : Rwanyamahembe - + 1932 B
Ishaka _ Nyabubar'e . 1933 or 1934
Nyakafunjo Rugando . ' 1933

/a.
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) gazetted tradlng centers has been regularly enforced as’

hands. (See Table II) ' S ] .

The establishment of these early urban places was the

consequence .of a general increase in production of sur-

pluses and the' introduction of cash into the local economy
by governmental, rellglous,-mlnlng and wholesale agents.,

'It became~suff101ently rrofitable-for Asian merchants to

move out of Mbararaﬂand found permanent shops and business-‘
es‘where the;new economic developments were occnrring.
Sufficient notice had been given to traders outside. .
the officially gazetted trading centers and in 1934 eleven
gazetted trading centers were officially established, The
new ordinance proved no great hardship to the non-African
trader since nine of the eleven sitee designated as
gazetted trading centers were already operating with
non—African merchants. In two cases the sités of the newly
gazetted tradlng centers were relocated (Bushenyi -and

Klkagatl) in 1ater years.' Mw1rasandu was abandoned and

) dlsappeared from the pattern of urban places and two new .

sites, Gayaza and Sanga, were created as gazetted trading
centers, - Gayaza was not really settled however until 19&9
and Sanga gtill remains unsettled. .

Subsequently four other- gazetted trading centers have

been established. They are: Kafunzo 1937. Butare in
'Rwengwe Gombolola 1938, Rutoma 1939 and Klburara in 1962,

The pattern of restricting non-African merchants to

ST
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when in 1935-1936 an Asian merchant was denled a trading

license to- operate at Rubaare, a non-gazetted . tradlng cen-

ter.lz_

i

Urban Place Variations

The earliest founded urban places in Ankole were
establighed to serve“admf%ﬁstrative, religiousfeducational
and commercial functions. At some settlements two or ali
of these functions may be in existence. A marked dichotomy
however exists between urban places that are Gazetted and
those that are nonigazetted. ¢

Gazetted urban piaces are sites\where'non—Africans may

legally reside and participate in various economic activit~

ies. - .Most non-Afrlcans in Ankole are Asians and since they

are concentrated in the gazetted centers, these settlements
may - be recognlzed or 1dent1f1ed as "A51an oriented urban
places." »

Asian oriented urban places may be contrasted with the

n-gazetted urban places which are populated entlrely by

Africans. Such settlements’ may be recognized or identified .

as “Afrlcan oriented urban places."

.The Asian Orlented Urban Place in Ankole- NS

Thexeariy gazetted trading centers and the urban

places that they have evolved into should be dlstingulshed

from all the other central places that have arlsen in

12"Permanent Trading Centres in Ankole Other than

‘Mbarara," Ankole Archives, loc, c1t.
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Ankole. They are different in terms of origin, ethnic
composition, quality and character of building architecture,

and most recently in terms of wholesale functions.

In terms of origin, these centers are~diétinguished in
that they were gnd remgin legally ggzétted as the only
sites in Ankole where non-Africans méy engage in the re-
tailing and wholeéaling of éoods ;nd services., These
cent%;s exist along WithVMbarara‘as the only sites where
non-Africans may’ﬁake a permanent residence and in every
way consider the particular urban place as their home.

» As a consequence of this restpiction on residentia;
location, these centers are characterized by their sub-
stantial non-African (dominantly Asian) population. The

Asian populatlon has tradltlonally domlnated the retail and

‘wholesale trade withln these urban places, as reflected_ln
general retail shop proprletry. although this pattern is-
beglnnlng to change. This commercial domlnance is re-
 flected in'Table ITI.
Not only is the'Aéiaﬁ presence a dominant one in

these urban pléces, but the character of their shops and
dWellings further distinguish them. 1In all cases the

Asian shops are larger and have moré permanent and stronger»
materlals as a pa31s for construction when compared w1th
- the characterlstic African general 5etail shop., Building

materlals for the A81an shops are always of clnder or

r~concrete block w1th the structure standing on a. concrete

i
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) : | TABLE III
ASTAN ORIENTED URBAN PLACES IN ANKOLE*
' % OF GENERAL

APPROXIMATE APPROXIMATE TOTAL TOTAL ASIAN  TOTAL AFRICAN RETAIL SHOPS
. ASTAN AFRICAN- GENERAL GENERAL GENERAL UNDER ASIAN
| URBAN PLACE POPULATION ~ POPULATION - RETAIL SHOPS RETAIL SHOPS RETAIL SHOPS OWNERSHIP
-Bushenyi 08 ‘ 208 ‘ 23 T 18 5 79
‘Kikagati 15 Co132 8 3 5 . 37
‘Butare (Kashenyi) | 5 53 4 1 3 125
Ndekye ‘ 5 23 1 1 0 100
Kafunzo | 20 32 A 4 ' 0 100
Ntungamo 47 58 1 10 9 o, 90
Kinoni - . 15 22 3 3 0 100
Rutoma , 15 38 3 3 0 100
Rwentobo: - 30 25 4 3 1 75
Rvashamaire 15 200. 9 3 6 33
Kiburara . 4 25 4 1 3 25
Tbanda 25 146 9 5 4 55
. Gayaza - o 51 1 0 1 0 (Asian
BB aanr)
‘Kibingo (Kabowhe) - 8 50 4 .2 2 50
f',To'rAL 292 1,153 - . 83 52 31 61.9

! ' : ‘ :
!*Source: Personal data collected in the field.
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"occurring where a'former Asian proprietor has vacated the

r o
slab foundatlon. Furthermore, invariably there. is an over-|
hang supported by pillars in front which -creates a shady
veranda on which tallors, shoe. repalr or blcycle repair
men may ply their- trades. Cqmmonly the proprletor of the
shop resides in the rear of the unit in a semi-detached or
attached awelling and'may maintain a walled~ehcloeure for”a
garden or other personal uses.r-Throughout the urban places

of:Ankole,.this style of shop and residence unit is

limited to sites of Asian occupation with the exception'~. i

premlses and it is now operated by an African merchant.
As the Afrlcan populace has increasingly entered the

cash economy of Ankole, increasing numbers of Africans

.have entered into the business of retail sales and ser-

:increased_number-of Afriecan merchahts, both at periodic

‘markets and urban piapes.Ahave been accounting for a |

-vices, These African merchants and businessmen operate at

. jboth the perlodlc markets that are held in Ankole and from

the permanent shops lecated in the 392 urban places of
Ankole. As most urﬁah'places in Ankole have been estab-
lished in the post World War II years (See Figure 1), they
now provide the common commerclal services and retall
sales to the rural populace, ’

In the pastidecade Asian profits from general retail

trade outside of Mbarara have seriously declined. .The

A

‘Steadily increaeing~sharé'of the general consumer goods .»




gmarket. As mlght be expected, there" has been a corres-
pondlng decllne 1n the volume of such trade that is
effected by A81an merchants; Aé“a“consequence, Asian’®

merchants are 1ncreasingly concentrating thelr efforts 5 '

toward wholesale trade (dlstrlbutlon of consumerﬂgeods t'”"i”"
N ' the numerous Afrlcan merchants-as well as buylng produce;

o coffee, grcundnuts, hldes) Asian merchants may stlll be

the retail source of selected commodltles that are not in

ublqultous general demand or requlre a cons1derab1e invest~'

ment in an 1nventory (bulldlng materlals, 1ron ware,

blcycles, ete.), In general however,sout81de of Mbarara

fhe partlclpatlon of the Asian merchant and therefore the

As1an oriented urban place in commerclal retall trade is ln’
o _marked decline,

Growth of- ‘African Orlented Urban Places

e ey

_ _"T The rpnpn+*raplg_ggpan81oneln the~number BE- Ankolefefflfewewwm
T T )
. urban places is wholly‘a‘resultwof the rapid entry of

Africans into the Ankole commercial sector. As noted
'earller, excludlng Mbarara, A81an participation in the
prov131on of retall sdles and serv1ces has declined. The

consequence of African entry and' Asian decllne ‘into retail

W”“?“MW;W"J sales and” serv1ces is reflected in absolute figures in- - -
i terms of urban placee and retall unlts. '
. In l968, out of 396 urban places in Ankole, 383 or .
96 percent were entlrely populated by Afrlcans. Excluding

Mbarara, Afrlcans operated 96 3% of the establlshments that’

2. - OV S S
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THE GROWTH OF URBAN PLACES IN ANKOLE FIGURE |
e ’ . v +150
\‘ -
900-04 1920-24 1928-29 A930-34 1935.39 140
Kderare Kinonl ! Butere Bycnamirgt Kitws
Ibende . Rwantodo taharé Kekirg
Rwoshemairs Néers Kidingo? Wishchoya
Rtungamo Bushanyl® Kigaramo : 130
* Myekafunto Miging
B‘I‘IM"G Kadutaye P
Mwirisonds' Goyaza
Xazo Kikage!? 'zo
1+ Now ebondoned i . S
 In Xeshongl Gomboiele 10

3 Founded ecrller af othes sRus. Thia tiew period repreesnts
anew foundaticn ot the prasent site.

Numbor of urban places eafoblished per five yeor intervals

190 1905 - 1§10 1915 - 1920 1925 1930 1935 4940 1945 1850 1955 1860 1965 969
Yeor in which urbon places were founded

iy

I3




.later dates.

provided genéral'retail sales and over 99 percent of the

retail service units, s

-The African entry iﬁto the retail sales énd serviées
sector asvreflected in the establishment of urban places
génerally developed subséquént to the founding of Asian
oriented urban places. Table II indigatés that_six African
oriented urban plaées pre-dated the establishm;himof

gazetted trading centefé. An additional nineteen African

oriented urban places were founded byAthelend of World War

" .II (See Table IV).

. Apparently Butarel? in Kyamuhunga gombolola was the
'site,wher;“Africans first began to provide retail sales on
aApermanent basis, Byamamira in Kashongi gombolola was
established fbur years later, Neitﬁer of these early
settlements have emerged as major urban placés.

 Kazo, Bwizibwera, and Ishaka were officially estab-
lished as ufbép places in the early 1930's. Certain v
evidence suggests thaf‘serviceé may have been established
at Kazc»‘asearly'as‘192811'L although governmental recogni-

13

tion of Kazo as a trading center did not occur untiil 1932,

13In the cases of Butare and Byanamire, the early

““dates for their establishment were obtained from presumed

local authorities. They may very well have been founded at
. .

B

14Acpersonal reference who claimed 1ong residency at

‘Kazo emphatically stated that the first shops at Kazo were

erected in 1928,
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‘TABLE 1V

PRE-WORLD WAR II AFRICAN ORIENTED URBAN PLACES

o

61

) ’ T APPROXIMATE
. APPROXIMATE | * POPULATION |
URBAN PLACE GOMBOLOLA DATE . IN 1968 !
Kishabaya Shuku o 1936 I
Kakira Kyamuhénga 1937 16
Kanoni Kanoni 1938 58
Migina Kigarama 1938 26
kigarama Kigarama 1938 .58
Kitwe Rukoni 1938 65
Kabutsye Kigarema - 1939 46
Mashonga Kyamuhunga . 1940 71
Bugamba Bugamba 1940 70
Katunguru . Kanoni 1942 40
Kihani Kangni 1942 48
“Kemuchera Kagango 1942 93
Kitigata Ritigata 1942 185
Nyakihanga Ndatja 1942 15
Ndaija Ndei ja 1942 77
Byanéxiiira " Bugamba .1942 ©23
Kyamuhqnga Kyamuhunga 1943 93
Nakabar_izi Bumbeire 1945 25
Bisya Kinoni 1945 3



\{Ishaka and Bw121bWera ‘are’ located at crossroad s1tuat10ns

valong magor routes 1n Ankole and have grown to be among the:
largest arid most 1mportant urban places in the District., |

An addltlonal nlneteen African oriented urban places
were founded by the end of World War II (See Table IV).,
‘Six ofjthese settlements were establlshed'as gombolola
capitals while the others were centers-for commerce.,

_The 1nformatlon presented in Tables IIT and v suggest.

that an early foundatlon would be a poor indicator as to .
the ﬁotentlal growth of an urban place. Of the twenty-four.
‘African oriented urban places founded prior to 1946, only
three have grown to maintain populatlons in excess of one
hundred persons, .In fact Table V 1nd1cates that even
recently;fqunded urban places in Ankole have attained a
relatively 1arge size, _ _

-Six of these comparatively large urban places require .
special aiscussion. CMuti (#1), Muti (#2) and Rwebikona are -

in fact 1little more than suburbs of Mbarara and should

'~-probably be con31dered as part of Greater Mbarara when

d180uS51ng functional relationships and pesiticn in a
.hierarchical arrangement of Ankole urban places.? Both
‘Kashogo and Kashaka are fishing communltles where the °
population fluctuates durlng the year dependlng on the
avallablllty of fish, These flguresyrepresent averages
between populatlons present at the height- and ebb of the

flshlng season. Klgaragara is in- fdct a dispersed farm

A
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TABLE V

POST 1961 ANKOLE URBAN PLACES IN EXCESS OF 69 PERSONS.

" URBAN PLACE.

Muti (#h)

- Muti (#1)

;kigar‘agara_

_ Kagongo

Kasheshero .
Mitooma ‘
Rwebikonﬁ
Kashojo
Ruhama
Bugarama

Kashakéﬁi

a

GOMBOLOLA

Kakiika

" Kakiika

Ngarama

Nyabuhikye -

Mitoomna
Mit8oma
Kalkifka
Rugaga
Ruhama
Bugarama
Kichwamba

.63

‘DATE

1965

1961

1963

1964°

1961
1961
1967
1965
1961
1966
1966

L

APPROXIMATE
POPULATION

IN 1968

773
470
200
200

166
145

129

119
95
93
70




;settlement though with various serv1ces offered throughout.f
Only a small proportion of the “total populatlon however is
engaged in the provision of sales or services.
Urbanizafioﬁ’gﬁa‘Urbanism

Urbanlzatlon, the increase in the proportion of a
populatlon that resides in an urban place, is in its early
stages 1n‘Ankole. In fact, in all of Uganda the official
estimates indicate that only_about’five percent of the
total population resides in urban places; In Ankole jhé
proportion of urban to rural residents is still lower.
Variations in Urban Place Size and Distribution

By any standard the process and rate of urbanization
of the Ankole population is‘in its infancy. Although the
first urban placé was established in 1898, the subseguent
growth of other urban places was slow and it>was not until
the post World War II period that the great majority of
contemporary urban places was founded, (See Figure 1)

Figures in Table I ihdicate the percentage of urban
dwellers by gombolola.(the smallest political unit of
- Ankole for which stétistics,are available). What is .
striking is the very low level of urbanization in spite of
the minimal feduirements to be met for a settlement to be
clasgified as an urban place. Only one gombolola, Kakiika,
records an.urban percentage in excess of five percent.
Kakiika, with thirty percent of 1ts population classified

. as urban, includes Mbarara and also has much of the
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"~:spillover population from Mbarara Tdeship, This spillovérg
population is'heavily oriehtqd toward the Greater Mbarara »E
ebpnomya 7 :

. In’all other gombololas, the urban Percentage drops

below five percent. In six of the forty-seven gombololas,
.the urban perbentage dropé below one pércent. This low
figuré reflects qné of"two'dembgraphig.ﬁatterns. In two
gémboiolas,‘Nyakésggraré and Bureref the total populétion

o is not only small in absolute terms, but the local ecéhomy .
is so dominantly subsistence orientea that there is little
demand for central place functions and ¢onsequently there
are few urban pléces.

A second pattern appeafs whefe the local gombolola
“contains a fairly largé ;bsolute ﬁopulation but due to
limited economic development 6r'small areal extent, ohly a

‘1relatively few central placés of modest size are required
to satisfy local needs, Rubindi, Rubaare, Bugarama and
Bwongefa goﬁbololaSademonétrate this>condition.

. The range in population éize owankole urban places is’
considérable. Mbarara, in:thg_role of "Primate City",
clearly dwarfs all other urban placeékWith avpobulation of

_ “5,100 persons.' Muti,#l and Muti #2 maintéin populations of .
470 and'?ﬁj respectively.ls In functional terms these two

&

urban“pla¢es~should'be.considere&’asipart of "Greater .

o Lwuti #e ié‘heavily oriented toward the adjacent army
base where there are many wives and children of goldiers asi -
‘well as other persons oriented toward the provision of ;

'services .for Uganda army personnel.

A
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o MAP 6 . L |
Ankole Population of Urban Places

Graduated circles represent proportional incredses in.
,resident pdpulation per urban place. The fifty-seven"
largest urban places are identified by name.

Population figures are based on data collected in the
field by on-site couﬁts, sample surfeys and from

official information;
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Kigaragora
Kliugall
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~ 18 6 W b 3do
On this scale Mborora = $100
1 Bisheshe 16 Kyeero - 31 Kemuchero
2 Kagongo 17 Kishabayo
3 ibands 18 Bugongi
4 Ruhoko ¢ Kitigala
S Nyabuhikys 20 Mulora ~
€ Kakindo' 21 Nyomanuka
7 Busheny! 22 Rwashamaire
. 8 Nyamatamuro 23 Ibare

L} 16 8 Rwentuha 24 Mitoma
10 Rulooma . i: 25 Kasheshero

Miles 11 Kobowhe S 26, 1shaka
12 Hendero 27 Nyabubare
13 Rwebikoma 26 Ruhama
6 Mult 2 29 Kolwe -Ngarama -
5 Muti ! 30 Rwamabonda
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‘Mbarara" in that there afé'regular»and close occupational. {

and commercial links between the three units-and a geo-
graphically continuous built up area-eifends albnglihe
major highway.qéstWéfd from Mbarara through the two Muti
settlements, ‘ ‘ '
Assuming that the two Muti urban places are con51dered
as a part of Mbarara, then Bushenyl ranks as the second
urban place with a population of approximately 400 persons

whlle Rwashamaire, the thlrd urban place, is 1nhab1ted by

approx1mately 223 persons, Three other urban-plaqes main-

~ tain populations in excess of 200 persQns. Seventeen

—

settlemepts fall into the categoryrof ufban places that

- contain betWween 100 and 199 people.

~ Since there are 396 urban places in Ankole, it is,
clear that the great majority of them, more than 93% main-
tain populations of less than 100 persons., ~In.fact 17% of

the urban places maintain populations of ten or less

1

persons whlle another 26% of the urban places maintain
populatlons of between eleven and twenty persons.
The pattern of urbanism 1s one of a pyramidal struc-

ture characterlzed by a massive base of tiny nascent

centers constltutlng the greatest number of urban places,
Of the total urban populatlon for Ankole (21,195},
flfty-two percent re51de %? urbdh places containing fewer
than 100 people.. Almost one- fourth (24¢) reside in the

township of Mbarara. If the addltlonal six urban places

A
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Ethat are off1c1ally recognlzed as Afrlcan oriented Tradlng

Centers*but are geographically part of the built up

urbanlzed area extendlng beyond the Townshlp boundarles arel

’ rlncluded in the populatlon for a Greater Mbarara, then the

figure increases to 6, 573 or 31% of the total urban popula-

tlon in Ankole.

Mbarara, A Primate City

Clearly, urbanization in Ankole is_an uneven process,

Some of the urban places have been growing étxa‘gpre rapid .

rate than others, while a few former urban places have

declineéd to the extent that they are now‘abandoned, all

their former functions no longer existing. -
It has been shown that in many nations the largest
city, or "Primate City"?‘6 is disproportionately largé“when

compared with the second and subsequent cities in descend-

ying order of size. ‘Although Ankole is not an indébéndént'

state, it has a history of political independence and until
1967 existed as a Kingdom with certain aufonomy within the
gation of .Uganda." Ih anyAcase, the concept of a primate

city need not be restricted to cohsiﬁeration at the

_ natlonal level.

- It is of. 1nterest to compare Mbarara w1th generallza-

V'tlons about. prlmate cltles that have been offered by other

16M Jefferson, "The Law of the Prlmate Clty,"

eographical Review, Volt 29 (1939), pp. 226-32.

¥Muti (1), Muti (2), Rwebikona, Kakoba A, Kakoba B, . |

and Nyamltanga. ‘ A ) p E'
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§reseerchers. Brian Berry17 indicates that érimate cities j
are likely to be characteristic of's
1) Countrles which until reoent times .were polltically or
economically dependent on other countries, Mbarara |

and Ankole as a polltlcal unlt, rlghtly agree ‘with the .

generallzatlon.

2) Small countries which once had extensite aneas. Thls
'generallzatlon is not relevant to the Ankole-Mbarara
s1tuat10n. ‘

j) Countrles wnere economies of scale arehench as not to
require cities of intermediate sizes, 'Mbarara and
AnkoleooorreSPQnd fairly well to the generalizationq
With a limited cash economy end relatively easy
access tovareas-of population conoentration, economy of'
sceIé encourages the concentration'of'commercial and

adminigtrative activities to one large center, Mbarara,

Arnold S. Llnsky 18 proposed the following hypotheses

to which there were varylng degrees of agreement.

, 1) The areal extent of dense populatlon in a country will

Abe negatively associated w1th the degree of primacy of the
, leading city. Essentially the generalization argues for a

+

low degree of primacy in countries with large areal extents.

- 17Br1an B. Berry, "City Size Dlstrlbutlon and Economlc
Development," Economlc Development and Cultural Change,
Vol. 9 (July 1961), pp. 573-88, )

, 18Arnold S.. Linsky, "Some Generallzatlons Concernlng

" Primate Cities," Annals of .the Associgtion of American ;
Geograghers, Vol. 55, No. 3 ZSeptember 19355. PP, 503-13-

i -,
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2)

Mbarare and Ankole conform as Ankole is a relatively
small area and a high degree of primacy exisfs.
Average per capita income in a country will be

negatively associated with the degree of primacy-of

the leading city. Mbarara and Ankole conforn markedly

to this generalization as the per capita iﬁcome for
Ankole is very low (under $100 per annum) and is
unevenly distributed,

Dependence.of the economy of a country on exports will
be positivelyrassociated with the degree of pg}macy of
the leading city. The cash economy of Ankole is -
heav1ly geared to-the export of coffee, hides, cattle,

groundnuts, tea, fish and labor to areas beyond

Ankole's borders. Thus there is considerable conform~-

-~

ity to the generalization,
The ex-colonial status of a country will be either
positively or negatively associated with the degree of

primacy of the leading city. As a non-directional

.~hypdthesis the case of Ankole-Mbarara would be pasi-

ﬁ)

tively.associated with the degree of primacy of the
leading city.

The proﬁortion of a nation's work force engaged in

agrlculture will be pos1t1vely a55001ated with the

degree of primacy of the leadlng city. Since over

nlnety-flve percent of the Ankole work force 1s

engaged ;n agriculture, the Mbarara-Ankole situation

01

>
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- conforms very well to the hypothe51s.

) __ﬁww,61~A_rap1d_ratewofhnatlonal populatlon growth will be

positively a55001ated with high prlmacy of the leadlng.

city. The current population growth rate for Ankole

is around three percent per annum, a'relatively high

of prlmacy for Mbarara in regard to Ankole urban

e

places agaln conforms to Llnsky ] hypothe31s.

Rank-Slze Urban Hierarchy

. Primacy of the largest city can only be reletive4to-

the remaining urban places in the area under consideration.

It seems worthwhile to consider the urban structure of

Ankole by using the "Rank-Size Rule" as a vehicle so as to -

examine the urban size hierarchy. Two questions may be

posed at this pointi

1) Is the hierarchy different from what might be expected?

2) Is the size of any parficular city within the hier—
archy more or less fhan what might be expected?
~ For tﬁese questiohs to be of value, there should be
basis for expecting a recognizable pattern in the urban-

size dlstrlbutlon w1th1n a political unit. Observations

over the past years suggest that discernable patterns, dob

: 1ndeed, exist. George K. lef19 is glven credlt for

rate of increase'by'world standards. The high degree

creating -the theoretlcal framéWiork around which the rank;

size relatlonshlps_concepmwor rule has been. developed, .

_ . 19George Zipf, Human Behav1or and the Prlnol le of
>-Least Effort, (Addlson-Wesley Press, Cambridge, 19595.

»
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:Other'schdlars have subsequently further tested and expanded

~_upon Zipf's initial ideas,<0

,Stgteq”simp}y!_the rank;siée rﬁle depicts'awpfbéEés;‘

sioh‘of cities?within the urban hierarchy such that when

© the population of the largest city:is known, the population
of the other cities can Be derived from the rank of their
population size. There are a number of techniques by

which to express the rank-size relaEion and deviations from
.it. The procedure here will be to apply the simplified
rank-size model to a limited number of urban plécés at the :
upper end of the siée hierarchy and deri#e‘the expected

: populations fof_each of the urban places.z1
© . ‘Table Vi illus%rates the rank-size rule approach as
appliéd to the ursan places of Ankole that maintain
populations in excess of one ﬁundred persons with the ex-
pected populations presehted in column five. 'Thesé column
5 figures are purely hypothetical in that they represent

what the population size of each urban place would be if

t

2OBrian Berry and William L. Garrison, "Alternative
Explanations of Urban Rank-Size Relationships," Annals

. of the Association of American Geogra hers, Vol, L8
{Mareéh 1958), pp. 83-91; Otis Dudley Duncan, “"The
Medsurement of Population Distribution," Population Studies,
Vol XI (July 1957), pp. 27-45; and, Charles T, Stewart, Jr.,

"The Size 'and Spacing of Cities," Geographical Review,
Vol. XIVIII (April 1958), pp. 222-2 5. -

2lHarley L. Browning and Jack P. Gibbs, "“Systems of

Cities," Chapter 12 in Urban Research Methods, Ed. Jack P.

' Gibbs, (Van Nostrand Company, Princeton, 1961),

pp.-436-h59,

73



A

‘Mbarara

a

COLUMN 1

Bushenyi

Rvéshemair%

'Ishaka

Kigaragarai,
!

Kagongo
Kitigati
Ibanda
‘Katunguru
‘Kasﬁesherof
Kakukuru
Kikagate
QMitocma

'Nyakasharu
iRuti
Nyamunuka

b

TABLE VI

%

APPLICATION OF THE RANK-SIZE RULE TO THE URBAN PLACES OF ANKOLE, 1968

COLUMN 2

RANK OF-
POPULATION
SIZE

W ® N OV S W N e

e i e T I S R
S oS W=

.06250

COLUMN 3  COLUMN &
RECIPROCAL ACTUAL
OF RANK POPULATION
: STZE
1.oooqo 6,175
.50000 400
’.33333 223
.25000 220,
.20000 200
" .16667 200
.146286 185
.12500 178
11111 171
.10000 166
09091 150
.08333 150
.07692 145
.07142 141
.06666 140
135

COLUMN 5

EXPECTED
POPULATION
SIZE
2,616
1,308
872
654
523
439
373 .
327
290
261
237
218
201
186
174
163

COLUMN. 6
DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN

COLUMN 7

- DIFFERENCE

AS PERCENT

EXPEGTED AND OF -ACTUAL
ACTUAL SIZE SIZE

3,559
908
649
434
323
239
188
149
119

95
87
68
56
45
34
28

 57.6
227.0
291.0
197.2
161.5
119.5
101.6
83.7
69.5
57.2
58.0
45.3
38.6
31.9
20.7
20.7

COLUMN § °
DIFFERENCE
AS PERCENT
OF EXPECTED
SIZE. :
136.0°
69.4
76.4
66.3
" 61.7
54,4
50.4
45.5
" 41.0
36.3
36.7
31.1
27.8
24.1
19.5
17.1

§
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TABLE VI (CONT'D)

!

 APPLICATION OF THE RANK-SIZE RULE TO THE URBAN PLACES OF ANKOLE, 1968
COLUMN 4 | COLUMN 5

COLUMN 1. COLUMN 2 -
' RANK OF
POPULATION
SIZE
Bugongi . 17
:Rwentuha 18
Kashofo *, 19
Bwizibwera 20 -
Ntungamo 21
Rwamabondo 22
- ‘Itendero. 23
Zx ' --
Zx/mx -

*N=23

COLUMN 3

RECIPROCAL
4 OF RANK

.05882
.05555
.05263
.05000
.04761
. 04545
.04347
' 3.73424

ACTUAL

POPULATION

SIZE
132
120
119
111
105
103
103

9,772

- 424

EXPECTED
POPULATION
SIZE
153
145
137
130
124
118
113
9,762

424

COLUMN 6
DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN
EXPECTED AND .
ACTUAL SIZE

21

25 ¢

18

19

19

15

10

7,108

309

COLUMN 7
DIFFERENCE
AS PERCENT
OF ACTUAL
SYZE

15.9
20.8
15.1
17.1
18.0
14.5 -
9.7
1,692.1

73.5

COLUMN 8
DIFFERENCE
AS PERCENT
OF EXPECTED
S1ZE

13.7

17.2

13.1

14.6

15.3

12,7

8.8
887.1

38.5
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g e e .. -

ithey all“conformed to the rank-size rule; When columns 4 i

, w-~__gﬂg,gﬂd_5lare compared it’ is c¢lear that the expected and actual

- 51ze dlstrlbutions are quite dlfferent.' To express the v
degree of correspondence between actual and expected
dlstrlbutlons in terms of an over-all index of dev1atlon‘

\ v. fromAfhe rank-size rule, the absolute dlfferences in column .

- 6 are summed and the total is divided-by two. The reéult-‘y
ing. quotient- is then expressed ‘as g percent of the urban
- place re51dents (in centers over?loo persons) who would
have to move from one urban place to another 1n order to
brlng about,a rerfect correspondence between the urban
hierarchy and the rank-size rule. The peroent for Ankole
is 36.3, .

The index descrlbed above 1s a falrly good- over-all

measure of the lack of conformlty to the rank-s1ze rule
“(the greater the percent, the less the conformity). The
;1ndex does suffer from the fact that it may be con81derably;
- 'influenced. by one large urban place —Mbarara, for example,"i
- accounts for sllghtly more than one=-half of the total '
amount of dev1at10n for alil the urban places, ‘ B
- - To establlsh _the average dlscrepancy between the actual'
and expected size of 1nd1v1dual places 1ndependent of thelr f”
. 31ze, the flgures 1n ‘ecolumn .7 are utlllzed. These represent
the. dlfference between the actual and expected 81ze of each
urban place as a percent of the actual and expected size,

When the sum of these flgures is d1v1ded by the number of -

7




‘urban places, the resultiﬁg quotient is the average amount j
that the urban place would have to 1ncrease or decrease
(in. percentage terms) to fit the rank-size rule, As
indicated at the bottom of column 7, Ehisg flgure is 73, 5
for Ankole (1962.1/23 = 73.5). |

Another means of describing the correspondence between
the urban hierarchy and the rank-size rule is_providéd by
the figures in column 8, where the difference between the
actual and éxpected size of each urban place‘is expressed
as a percent of the expécted population, These figures

”show the perbept of error in predicting‘the population of
an urban place on the basi; of the rank-size-rule, Thus,
as indicated at the base of column 8, the expected popula-
tion of an urban piacé in Ankole  is, on the average, 38.5
(perce;t abo#e or below the actual size of the urban place.

~ Each of the above measures ingicates that Ankole'é
fdrbaﬁ place hiera;ch& deviafes considerably from that
anticipated on the basis of the rank-size rule. For
comparative purposes, Table VII permits a crude comparison

. between Ankole and other politiecal uﬁits where comparable

‘measurements have been re'corded.z2 Table VII indicates

}that Ankole deviates from the rule much more than do ¢ther

selected urbah place hlerarchles._ It w1ll be noted that

there 1s con31derable varlatlon among the compared urban

,hlerarchles with the measure being sensative to varlatlons

~  22Browning and'Gibbs,'op} cit., p. 446,

Y1
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: TABLE VII

SUMMARY MEASURES OF THE DEVIATION OF URBAN AREAS FROM THE RANK-SIZE RULE
IN SEVEN POLITICAL UNITS

. COLUMN 1

POLITICAL UNIT

- AND YEAR

Ankole, 1968

. Brazil, 1950

Canada, 1956
France, 1954
Italy, 1951

Mexico, 1950

Nethatlanhs, 1947

'COLUMN 2
-OVER-ALL

DEVIATION

. 'FROM
' 'RANK SIZE
‘ RULE*

36.3
16.1
9.3

" 20.2
9.3
24,3
10.5

‘COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4
AVERAGE DEVIATION & -
OF URBAN AREAS
DIFFERENCE ~ 'DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN | SBETWEEN
ACTUAL AND | ACTUAL AND
EXPECTED | EXPECTED
SIZE AS SIZE AS
PERCENT OF - PERCENT OF :
ACTUAL SIZE#X  ‘EXPECTED SIZE##+
73.5 ~ 38.5
45,1 - 33,4
11.5 12.2
26.0 20.4
8.8 9.2
45.9 33.6
-12.0 12.8

COLUMN 5

CONSIDERED
URBAN
POPULATION

9,772
9,094,368
7,181,775

14,877,774
11,926,676

5,306,373
4,381,346

1 coLuMN ‘6

! NUMBER OF
- URBAN AREAS

23
16
13
30 -
28
13
14

*Percent of urban area residents who would have to move out of one utban area and into another to
bring about a perfect corraespondence between the rank-size. rule and the urban place hierarchy.
**Figures indicate the average percent that each urban area would have to increase or decrease to

conform to the rank-size rule.
| **¥*jAverage percent error in predicting the actual size of an urban area frem its expected size.



in economiclderelopmeﬁfl Deviations eeem greatest in areas|.
where“econemic development is least. Although Ankole 8 ‘
small urban place populatlon may be the s1gn1f1cant factor
in 1ts.relat1vely nigh deviation measurements in columns
2 and 3, the‘deviation ﬁeasurements seem to be generally
independent of the number of urban places and, exeluding
Ankole, the size of the total measured_urban population,
Patterns in Deviation .
The meaéures recorde@ inATable VII indicate only the
 amount of deriation from the-rank-size_rule and not the
pattern of deviation among the'individual urban places.
Certain types of patterns do appear and they may vary in
character from one study area to another. The p0851ble
patterns with. regard to the size of urban places are;
A)~The larger the urban place the greater the discrepancy
between its actual and expected size,.
B) Thefemaller the urban place the greater the discrepancy
between its actual and expected size. )
G) Nq_discernipie connection between the size of an urban
place and—tﬁe eitert of the discrepancy between ité~
actual and expected-eiae:w”w
D) The larger the urban place the more its expected size

-exceeds.its—actual-size,

E) The smaller the urban place the more its expected23

23Pat1;erns A and B refer only to the extent of ,
~deviation, while D and E take into account both the extent St
and dlrectlon of deviation, - “
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TABLE VIII

1

o 3
- . DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ACTUAL SIZE OF URBAN PLACES IN ANKOLE AND THEIR EXPECTED SIZ
a ‘ ACCORDING TO THE RANK-S‘IZE RULE, 1968% i

f

* COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4 COLUMN 5. . 'COLUMN 6 COLUMN 7 | COLUMN 8

i
' URBAN.PLACE EXPECTED RANK OF ﬁ RANK OF °  EXPECTED ' RANK OF RANK OF | RANK OF -
. S[ZE MINUS  COLUMN 2 COLUMN 2 ‘SIZE MINUS  COLUMN 5 COLUMN 5 , | ACTUAL ..
ACTUAL SIZE  IGNORING . CONSIDERING | ACTUAL SIZE  IGNORING - CONSIDERING | POPULATION
‘A5 PERCENT  SIONS -  SIGNS . AS PERCENT  SIGNS -  SIGNS . | SIZE
OF ACTUAL . . OF EXPECTED '
STZE*+ STZE#H*
% ﬁ : - ool
" ‘Mbarara - 57.6 10 23 -136.0 1 23 % 1
_Bushenyt |4227.0 2 2 +69.4 3 2 L2
‘Rwashamaire +291.0 1 1 +'74.4 2 1 3
Ishaka =~ . [+197.0 3 3 +166.3 4 3 4
Kigaragara +161.5 4 4 - 6] 7 5 4 -5
Kagongo - +119.5 5 5 + 54;,4 6 5 6
Kitigatt +101.6 6 6" + 50,4 7 . 6 7
Tbanda + 83.7 7 7 + 45.5 8 7. 8
Katunguru . + 69.5 . 8 K + 41.0 9 8 9
‘Kasheshero |+ 57.2 11 10 +36.3 11 10 10
Kakukury - + 58.0 9 9 +36.7 10 9 11
kikagate _ + 45.3 12 11 +31.1 12 11 12

-t
(™}
[ d
N
ot
w

Mitocma +38.6 12 + 27.8 13

o
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TABLE VIIL (coﬁrvn)

DIFFERENCE BETHEEN THE ACTUAL SIZE OF URBAN PLACES IN ANKOLE.AND THEIR EXPECTED SIZE

. COLUMN 1

" ‘URBAN PLACE

)l

Nyakasharu

‘Ruti
-Nyamanuka

Bugongi
Rwentuha
Kashojo

. Bwizibwera
’Ntungdmo

?Rvamabondb‘

tI:endefo

*Data 'taken f
**Percent figures indicate how much each urban place would have to incre
to conform to the rank-size rule.
res indicate amount of error in predicting actual from expected size, with a plus sign
n over estimate and a minus sign 1ndicat1ng an underestimate.

(minus sign)
***Percent figu
_ indfcating a

COLUMN 2

EXPECTED

© SIZE MINUS

ACTUAL SIZE
AS PERCENT
OF ACTUAL

SIZE#**

4

31.9
20.7
20.7
15.9
20.8
15.1
17.1
18.0,
14.5
+ 9.7

+ 4+ + + + + + +

rom Table VI

- AGCORDING TO THE RANK-SIZE RULE 1968*

COLUMN 3  COLUMN 4
RANK OF = RANK OF
COLUMN 2  COLUMN 2.
ICNORING  CONSIDERING
. SIGNS SIGNS

14 13

16 15

17 16

20 19

15 14

21 20
19 18
T 17

22 21

23 22

COLUMN 5

EXPECTED

SIZE MINUS
AGTUAL SIZE
AS PERCENT
OF EXPECTED
SIZE#*k

+ 24,1
+ 19,5
+17.1
+ 13.7
+ 17.2
+ 13.1
+ 14.6
+ 15.3
+'12.7
+ 8.8

COLUMN 6

&

" RANK OF
COLUMN: 5
IGNORING-
SIGNS

14
15

17"

20
16
21
19
18
22
23

COLUMN 7
!

RANK OF
COLUMN 5

CONSIDERING

SIGNS

13
14
16
19
15
20
18,
17
21
22

i

i

t

5

COLUMN 8 .

RANK OF

ACTUAL )
POPULATION
SIZE

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

ase. (plus sign) or decteﬁfe



size exceeds its actual size. " ’

’Fj -No dlscernlble connectlon betWeen the size of an urban ‘
place and the direction of its deviation from the
rank-size rule, o
Previous measurements of the reiation between size

and dev1at10n from the rank—slze rule suggest that the

presence or absence of each’ of the size patterqs (A F);Tn a.
study area is a matter of degree. Patterns A and B form a‘_
continuum, with pattern ¢ representingﬁthe‘midpoint. |

) N T~ .

Patterns D and E form a second continuum, with F at the
midpoint, - '

The dlscrepancy between actual and expected size of
Sk

Ankole s urban places is expressed as a percent of the

actual size in column 2 of Table VIIT and as'aApercent of
the expected size in column 5. It is necessary to express
the difference between actual and expected size in percent-

age terms, bhecause the discrepancy in absolute population

'totals can be much greater for large urban places than for

- small ones.

A minus sign before a number in the second column

indicates the urban place's size would have to decrease to

~eonform to the rank-size expectation, while a pos1t1ve sign

,1ndlcates that an 1ncrease would be requlred Mbarara, for

example, would have to decrease 1ts populatlon 57, 6 percent

T but Bushenyl would have to 1ncrease 227.,0 percent,

A minus sign before a number 1n.column 5 indicates -
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that the actual exceeds the expeoted 51ze, whlle a p051t1ve’-'

sign 1ndlcates that the reverse is true. Thus, the

’ expected 81ze of. Mbarara ig 136, ) percent too ﬁW”and ‘the
expected size of Bushenyl is 69.4 percent too hlgh. »
R ] rank_of the numbers shown in column 2 are given.in|
N .column 3 (Table VIII}, with the.signs:ignored (only the |
| _amount that the urban place would have to 1 1ncrease or
_decrease is con31dered) If pattern A holds in Ankole, one:“

,should find that the ranks in column 3 agree closely with

““{he ranks of populatlon 51ze in column 8; 1f pattern B -

holds there~should-be-an 1nverse_relat10n be@wean the

-rankss The*raﬁkﬁofder.coefficient of correlation (rho)24

is +. 94 which reveals that pattern A prevails in Ankole to |
an extremely hlgh degree.' Simply, the larger the popula-"'
.tlon 81ze of an urban place in Ankole, the greater is-the
dlscrepancy between 1ts actual and- 1ts expected size, -
TPattern A also prevalls when “the dlscre;ancy is expressed‘
kas afpercentiof the ekpected rather than the acﬁual size.’
Rho-between_the“ranks in columns six and eight'is +,98;"
The"presence of<pattern A in Ankole indicates-only

§that as the urban places 1ncrease 1n s1ze, the more do :

et e

_<they. dev1ate from the rank-51ze rule; 1t does not 1ndlcate

_‘whether pattern D or pattern E prevalls (whether gize is

e 2k Exy ;.§U;§i "' S. Gregory, Statistical.
e B e =t ST - Methods and the Geographer,
: i T e— Lorigmans; Green-and Company
A_O'X -dy” o Ltd., London. 1963),
(\ : i ‘é{/.




"correlated dlrectly or ‘inversely w1th the excess of the i

_expected size over the actual s1ze)

To establish the presence or absence of patterns D and
E, the signs of the number in column 2 must be feken into
account., This is done in column 4, where the urban place
with the greatest excess of expected over actual size is
assigned the rank of 1 (Bushenyi) and the urban place with
the least excess (Mbarara, where the actual si;e exceeds

=
the expected size) is assigned a rank of 23. Rho between

the ranks shown imcolumns 4 and 8 is +.73, which indicates -

that as the size of the urban place increases the more the

~ expected populafion exceeds the actual population,” ~Thus; =~

pattern D prevails in Ankole and it also prevails when the

.excess of the expected over the actual population is con-

sidered as arpefcent‘of the expected population (See column
5). Rﬁé'between tﬁé ;anké in columns 7 and 8 is again
high, +.75. - L N

Two features of the patterns in Ankole s pran place
size hierarchy should be noted. Flrst it 1;wof 1mportance
that there is some. dlscernlble association between the size .

of urban places andrthe extent to which they deviate from

the rank-sizé rule. Second, size is correlated more.

‘closely with.the extent of deviation than with the directionu

of the deviation.A
While the preceding’mechanics provide standardized

measures of certain patterns in the devietion of frban
$. . . .
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Iplaces‘from the rank-size rule; they are useful oniy'ihso- E
far as these patterns actually aﬁpgér in different areas s
of study. If Ankole were the only area in which there is
some order in»deviation, or if approximétel& fhe same
pattern appeared in all areas of study, thg_measures would
be of little ;aluelin comparative research, o ‘
~ Table IX indicates that in fact there are a.variety of,
patterns which are present in different study areas. The
correiation between the size of urban aéeas and deviation

from the rank-size rule varies, depending on thé study and

the measure considered, from =.77 to +,94, Thus, pattern

A is found in France, Mexico and Ankole, but pattern B is )

“quite strong in Brazil. Further, a mixture of patterns
C,'D, E, ana F is found among the seven study areas,

The rank-size rule aﬁprqach to urban place patterns is-
xonly one meaﬁs of attemptiﬁé to depict relationships
between the‘urpan places in Ankole, Anotﬁer appfoach which:
could haveAvélue is to attempt to consider some of the
spatial relatibnships among the Ankole urban places.

Spatial Patterns

Map 6 indicates the overall spatial distribution of

Ankole urbanﬁplaces.by population, Across the world, in
['gf;iﬁé;_br withiﬁ‘ﬂgahdé; depending on the areal unif of
study, thevmajor urban placeS‘tend.fo vary greatly in'terms
of their location. in relation tobeach other. The pattern

may be one where urban places are concentrated in certain
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CORRELATIONS (RHO'S) BETWEEN THE SIZE| OF URBAN AREAS AND VARTOUS MEASURES OF THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN
THEIR ACTUAL POPULATION AND THAT EXPECTED ON THE BASIS OF THE RANK-SIZE RULE WITHIN SEVEN STUDY AREAS

; : ‘Cotrelation of | the Size of Urban Areas With:

| E

;! DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ACTUAL | f o EXPECTED SI1ZE MINUS. ACTUAL
‘ | AND EXPECTED SIZE o S1ZE
¢ Study Areas and e | As percentl . As percent | %' T - As percent As petcent
- Year* o | of Actual ' of Expected | . of Actual of Expected
: o | Size** Size** o Size¥dr | Size¥i%
ankole, 1968 494 +.98 . +73 - 475
Brazil, 1950 w70 -.47 - ’ 0 - A 7
' Canada, 1956 +.29 +.24 449 +.49
France, 1954 +.63 . +.64 ' T 444 L +.b4
Ttaly, 1951.° +.47 .46 -.18 .a8
'Mexigo, 1950 +.80 +.92 . +.49 ‘ +.49
Netherlands, - 1947 +.36 - +.35 S x +.23 . +.23,
*Number ér Urban Areas: Ankole, 23; Brazil, 16: Cannda, 13 France, 30; Italy, -28; Mexico, 13; .,

Netherlands, 14.
**Pogitive coefficients 1ndicate that size varies directly with the magnitude of the discrepancy
- between actual .and expected size. : ' o '
" ***Positive coefficients indicate that size varies directly with the amount that the expected size
- exceads the actual size.
’ Data for study arcas in addition to Ankole is taken from Browning and Gibbs, op. cit., p. 449,



Jnggions or théy may be more evenly disﬁer§ed across the
SN , ‘ -

. landscape, This relationship can be expreséed in quantita-f

tive terms and. may therefore be used for comparative .

burpoges.* | b_ ‘
ihitially th;'appréximate“diStance between each urbanw

place aﬁd its nearest neighbor under conditions of an even

spatial distribution ean be determined. . This hypothetical

_.distance can be computed on the basis of a simple formula:

—
Hd = 3,11 dﬁ

where Hd is the hypothetical distance, A is fhé area of the

region concerned (Ankole comprises 5,981 miles), and N is

'thé"ﬁﬁmbéf'Qf“urban“places*(ZB in Ankole exceed 100 per-

sons).25 For Ankole the hyPothetical‘?istance is 16,1
miles while the acfual'mean distance betwegy the urban
places ard their nearest neighbors in 12.1 miles. It is
characteristic that the hypothetical distances usually
exceed the actual distances. If the actual distance
eqﬁélled the hypothetical, there would be no concentration

of urban places; accordingly, when the actual distance is

'expressed as a percent of the hypothetical distance (75 l
’percent for Ankole), the resultlng flgure is a measure of

the extent to which urban places are dispersed rather than

cchentrated. As the values approach 100.0 percent there

1

ig a closer conformity to maximum digpersion while values

‘25Browning and Gibbs, op. cit., pp. 453-56.
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‘approaching 0.0 percent indicate a minimum“dispersion'

(considerable clustering). If the Queen Elizabeth National!

Park and the extensive forest reserve of Buwehju which are

» basically uninhabited and therefore do not contribute to

the productivity of the area cdncerned were removed from

consideration, then the value obtained when the actual

distance is expressed as a percent of -the hypothetical

‘distance would more closely approach 100.0 percent thus "‘

indiqating still greater dispersion of urban places,

| Again for comparative purposes,.Table X permits the
comparisen of Ankole with actual and hypothetical distances
between urban areaevana their nearest neighbors for other
political units where such figures are avallable. The

measurements shown in Column 6 of Table X generally conform

‘ to our knowledge of these areas. Brazil and Canada are

very different from the other political units and their low
Values reflect both huge land areas and extensive v1rtually.
uninhabited reglons. Netherlands and Ankole have the

highest values reflecting widespread population-distribu-

- tion and reagonably effective occupation of most of theif

land area, L.
Another feature of the spatlal distribution of urban
places in an area is the regularlty 1n the. distance between

urban places ané“thelr nearest neighbors, If a regularlty

;ex1sts, the distance separatlng each urban place from 1ts

7’M§§a§§§ﬁ)pe;ghpgg would be close to the mean distance for

»

o
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TABLE X

-

s

: CGMPARISON OF ACTUAL AND HYPOTHETICAL MEAN DISTANCE BETWEEN URBAN AREAS AND NEAREST URBAN PLACE g
' BETWEEN ANKOLE AND SIX SELECTED 'POLITICAL UNITS

ﬁ.cowMN 1

| POLITICAL -
| UNIT AND

YEAR -

Ankole; 1968 -

Bragil, 1950
Canada, 1956

. France, 1954.

Italy, 1951,
Mexico, 1950

Netherlands, 1947

*Ankole distances nre.computed olong most direct road.

COLUMN 2

NUMBER OF
URBAN
PLACES

PX]
16
13
30
28
13
16

COLUMN 3

AREA IN
SQUARE
MILES

5,981
3,287,195
3,851,106

212,821
116,303
760,335

12,529

COLUMN 4

ACTUAL MEAN
DISTANCE
BETWEEN
URBAN PLACES
AND NEAREST
URBAN PLACE*

C12.1
156.0
171.0
59,0 "
43.0
160.0
22.0 .

Hi

computed along a direct line distance in statute miles. ;

i

COLUMN 5!

HYPOTHETICAL MEAN
DISTANCE UNDER
CONDITIONS OF AN

EVEN SPATIAL

DISTRIBUTION OF

URBAN PLACES*
16.1
502.0
604.0
93.0
7;.0
269.0
33.0

-

COLUMN 6

ACTUAL MEAN
DISTANCE AS
PERCENT -OF
HYPOTHETICAL
DISTANCE

75.1
30.7
28.3
63.4
60.6
-'59,5
66.7

i

Distances for other six political units are

»

1Source of data for six selected political units is Tableis, page 453 in Brouning and Gibbs

"Syotems of Cities,"

Chapter 12 in Urban Rasearch Methods, Jack P, Gibbo, 1961.




‘all of the urban places in the area of study, Acccrdingly,}

. the average deviation of fhe'urban places from the nationalﬂ

mean provides an'indication'of regularity in the distance

\separatlng urban places and thelr nearest nelghbors.'

Columns 2. 3y and-4- of Table Do present ‘this 1nformatlon.

The average dev1ation of the distances ‘between urban

‘places and their nearest neighbors from the natlonal mean

is again presented”for selected polltlcal unlts for com=-

"-Wbara%ive-purpcsesfin—Table‘XIIfcclumn~3. These numbers:

should not beicompared without taking ‘the size of the study‘

area into account, sinceé the greater the mean dlstances

-between urban places and thelr neighbors the more it is

possible for individual urban places to dev1ate from the-

‘pattern. This factor is taken into account in column 4 of

Table XII by expressing the‘average deviation as a percent
of the mean distance, w1th each percentage figure prov1d1ng

a gauge of the 1rregular1ty in the spac1ng of urban places:t

the lower the percent the more regular is the épacing.

. Thus, of the seven compared study areas, the urban areas of

_France are the most regularly spaced.“ Ankole measurement

1nd1cates a falrly regular spacing of its maJor urban places
while a hlgh degree of 1rregular1ty characterlzes the
spatlal dlstrlbutlcn of urban places in Canada. J
Size. of Urban Centers as a Factor in the Spatial Patterns
| The size of. urban places as a- factor 1n the spatial

'patterns of Ankole also merlts attentlon. A voluminous
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| _ _ ~ . |
l*A11 distances are computed along the most direct road connecting urban places.

TABLE X1

DISTANCE BETWElEN EACH URBAN PLACE IN ANKOLE AND. ITS NEAREST NEIGHBOR AND NEAREST LARGER

COLUHN 1

URBAN PLACE'

.

iMbaiara .
-%Buahenyi _
waashamaire
 Ishaka
éKigarégard .
:kagongd '
;%itignta

Ibsnda
i
§Katunguru_

‘%kashashero
Kakukuru

;Kikigate
Mitooma

COLUMN 2

COLUMN 3
 DISTANGE  DEVIATION OF
_BETWEEN - DISTANCE OF
EACH URBAN EACH URBAN
PLACE AND PLACE FROM
| "ITS NEAREST NATIONAL
 NEIGHBOR*  MEAN
3 9
5 7
6 6
5 7
24 12
4 . 8
15 3
4 8
15 3
10 2
14 2
45 33
10 2

COLUMN 4

RANK OF
DISTANCE
BETHEEN

URBAN PLACE

22.5
S 18.5
16.5
18.5
2.5
20.5
6:6
20.5
6.0
11.5
8.5
1.0

11.5

'

COLUMN 5  COLUMN 6
RANK OF SIZé RANK
POPULATION IGNORING -
S1ZE MBARARA
I
1 -
2 1
? 3
4 3
5 4
o
7 6 -
8 :
9 8
10 9
11 10
12 11
13 12

A NEIGHBOR 1968; URBAN PLACES EXCEEDING 100 PERSONS :

’

o
1

i

coLmMy 7
RANK OF
DISTANCE
BETWEEN
URBAN -
PLACE AND
NEAREST =
LARGER U.P.

AS'
20
12.5
21.5

10.0
7.5

15,5 -

COLUMN 8
DISTANCE

- BETHEEN

URBAN PLACE
AND NEAREST
LARGER :
URBAN PLACE

32
30
55
52
14

33
2

45
10



g

v

|
|
|
I
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|
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. . L% TABLE XI (CONT'D)

3 DISTANCE BETWEEN EACH URBAN PLACE ‘IN ANKOLE AND ITS NEAREST NEIGHBOR AND NEAREST _LARGER

, NEIGHBOR, 1968; URBAN PLACES EXCEEDING 100 TERsons .
COLUMN 1 .  coLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4 . COLWMN 5  COLUMN 6  COLUMN 7 COLUMN 8
URBAN PLACE  DISTANCE  DEVIATION OF RANK OF RANK OF s1zd RANK . RANK OF . DISTANCE |
S BETWEEN = DISTANCE OF  DISTANCE POPULATION IGNORING | DISTANCE BETWEEN |
EACH URBAN EACH URBAN BETWEEN . SIZE '~ MBARARA . BETWEEN -  URBAN PLACE &
- PLACE AND PLACE FROM  URBAN PLACE ‘ | " iuRBAN AND NEAREST -
: . 1TS NEAREST NATIONAL . AND ITS ' . PLACE'AND  LARGER |
e NEIGHBOR*- MEAN NEAREST ' - 1 _NEAREST . URBAN PLACE
e ‘ NEIGHBOR  LARGER U.P, o
Nyalmsharu 15 3 6 4 16 . 137 1 15
Rutt 3 9 22.5 15 {114 : 21.5 3
Nyamanuka ‘ 6 16.5 16 £ 15 19° 6
‘Bugongi 10 2 11.5 17 16 15.5 10
Rwentuha . . 9 3 S5, . 18 N VA 17.5 9
~ Kashojo' ‘ 24 12 2.5 19 18 7.5 24
" iBwizibwera 18 6 4 20 - 19 9 18
|Ntungamo ’ 14 2 8.5 2 20 - 12.5 14
Rwamabondo 9 3 14.5 2. 21 - 17.s 9
!Itendero 10 2 .11 23 22 14 S O I
| Zx 278 140 .- I --- 436

i N 12 6 R - -- --- 189

i
I < v . — -
i . R R - PR
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TABLE XII* : . : s

MEAN DISTANCE BETWEEN URBAN AREAS AND THEIR NEAREST NEIGHBORS: SEVEN STUDY -AREAS

COLUMN 1 ° - COLUMN 2 o COLUMN 3 " COLUMN &

" COUNTRY AND . MEAN DISTANCE BETWEEN AVERAGE DEVIATION AVERAGE ,DEVIATION
| YEAR. : . URBAN AREAS AND ~ OF URBAN AREAS . AS PERCENT OF  °
| NEAREST URBAN AREA%* FROM MEAN DISTANCE MEAN DISTANCE

Ankole, 1968 12 ‘ ‘ 6 ~ 's0.0
Brazil, 1950 | 154 .99 64.3
Canada, 1956 ' . m , 124 | 72.5
France, 1954 . 59 , ' 25 | w2
Iraly, 1951 o a3 ' 2 65.1
Mexico, 1950 160 ~ | » 79 o 49.4

' Netherlando, 1947 2; . " 16 63.6

: 1

“*Data except for ‘Ankole taken from Browning and Gibbs, op. cit., p.‘%56.

3

**Ankole distancen are road distances in statute miles. Distances for other study a}éns are diract
line distances in statute miles.
. g
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- /ﬂ,;v literature already exists to consider the loca?ionai p@@:“¥j7
\¥"' terns of u?ban'placeé based on the sophistidation and
&hy“"frequeﬁcy of services that they offer. This topic will be
considered in subsequent chapters.,
‘ The ideas of Christaller26 and subsequent workers
/’ w | depict urban places as'perfqrming serviceslfor thé.§ur~
rounding territory. Thé‘territory, the service field, has
an areal extent in direct proportion to the size of the

~

urban place. Altggggh¥thg service dreas of some urban

places.o§g}lap with parts of the area'bf'a smaller urban
place (the smaller urban places aré contained in the area
of the closest larggr urban placej,.ﬁrban places of approx-
S imately theiséﬁe size should not overlap.
: : + Two spatial patterns that should be logical con-~
Clusions of such ideas are:
"1);A'$oﬁewhat regular distance exists betﬁeen each urban

place and its nearest neighbor.

2) The greater the size of the urban place,-~the greater

the distance between it and the nearest largér urban

place, , I -

3

‘Thus if the ideas of Christaller, et. al,, do apply

to tpg first described spatial pattern of urban places, one

26y, Christaller, Die Zentralen Orte ‘in Suddeutschiand: -
Eine 0konomisch~Geograpnische Untersuchung uber die
Gesetzmassigkeit der Verbreitunz und Entwicklunz der
Siedlungen mit'stadtischen~Funtionen, Gustav PFischer
Verlag, #Jena, +1933), A translation is available by C.

Baskin,- The Central Places of Southern Germany, (Prentice
Hall, Englewood Cliffs, 1966). - - . T

9k - | L




T . , N ,
shouéd expect that the size of an urban place bears little .
relatlon to the dlstance between it and 1ts nearest
nelghbor. This demands -a standardlzed meagure of the re«
lation between the size of urban places and the dlstance‘
between them and their nearest neighbors. A simple measure
is ﬁfovided by the rank order coefficient}of_correlétion.
Using the-data fromhf:%le XI columnvh, the ranks of the-
distance between each urban place and lts nearest ﬁeighbor,
is eompared against column 5 the fank of each urban plaee

..by'size of population. The applicaﬁion of the‘fho formula
(see footnote 24) to these two- sets of ranks gives a co-
>efficient,of ~.35, which indleates thet in Ankole the
distanee between an urban place end'its neereét neighbor is
not closely relefed to %he size of the urban place. This
feature of the locational pattern demonstrates some con-
31stency with the 1deas of Christaller and his desc1ples.

The second demographlc -spatial connection suggested by_

:Chrlstaller 's ideas is that of a direct f\latlonshlp
between the size of an urban place and the distance
.separatlng it from the nearest larger ureanlplace. Once
again-a simple measure of the relationship is provided by

rrho. ‘For Ankole, rho s coméutatlon is based on the ranks
of the population size of the urban places {column 6, Table
XI) ‘and’ the ranks of .the dlstance between each urban place

-and the. nearest larger urban place (column 7). The rho

coefficient is +.45, The direction of the .correlation is

[
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TABLE XITI* b
CORRELATIONS (RHO) WITHIN STUDY AREAS BETWEEKR SIZE OF URBAN AREAS
AND DISTANCE TO OTHER URBAN AREAS
. - . Correlation of Sise of Urban Areas With:
Study Area

*Data for study areas.except Ankole derived from Bréwning and Gibbs,

op. cit., p. 458,

N

96

. Distanee to Nearest Distance to Nearest
and Year ~~" Urban Area Larger Urban-Area
Ankole, 1968 =35 +.45 )
Brasil, 1950 +.01 T +.62 '
Canada, 1956 -.32 +.32
France, 1954 =34 +.29
Italy, 1951 +.37 +.72
Mexico,1950 %.18 +,23
‘Ne:herianda, 1947 +13 +.39



Iv%as antlclpated by the 1deas of Chrlstaller (the larger the - \
urban’. place,. the greater the dlstance to 1ts nearest larger
hnelghbor), The llmlted magnitude of the coeffieient
indicates that size is perhaps only a moderate factor in
this aspect of the locatlonal patiern in Ankole.

) The correlatlons reported.forﬁAnyole should riot be .
interpreted to mean thd% the relationship between the size
of urban places and their dlstance from other urban places (
is negllglble in all study areas.

Table XIII 1ndlcates that both the strength and dir-
_ectlon of the relation vary con51derably frnm one study
area to another. 1In Italy._for example, there is some
tendency for large urban. areas to be located at a consider-
able dlstance from other urbanbareas but the reverse is
true for Canada and France, Variab;llty in the relation
between the size of urban areas and distance to the nearest

* larger urban area is eqnally striklng; with rho for Brazil
tand Italy (+ 62 and +, 72) being well above that of the

other study areas.

‘Ankole in pre-colonial times (pre- 1898) was character-
ized by-a settlement pattern of dlspersed rural farmsteads/

menyattas. Although the Royal Kraal. attained cons1derable



' ments. Long llved compact or agglomerated v1llages have

«British Protectorate.

-

. never been a traditional form of settlement.ln Ankole.,

o

- Permanent comﬁact séttlements in Ankole first appeared .

with the arriral of'foreign«eiements in the form of British -

and Ganda administrators and missionaires as well as Asian

- merchants. 'These new arrivals established settlements to

satisfy the administrative, religious, educational and

commercial functions that were introduced to the new

Although the initial urban place was established very -

early (Mbarara in 1898), the first decades of the twentiéth;

century exhlblted a llmlted growth rate in the number of

1mportant features of early urban places but one should
look te the growth of a aommércial ecbnomy for the expan-

sion in the number of urban places., Production ef agricul-

“tural surpluseswaHEWEEémﬁ{ﬁiﬁé for tin and gold were

important stimulants to the establishment of numerous urban

places while the Trading Centre Ordinance of 1933 helped to

Testabllsh fixed settlements w1th speclfled standardg of

‘uurban place design.

-;ﬂ In spite of the large number of contemporary urban

‘places: (396), most of them remain tlny. Their total

,'populatlon is small (2, 567 of the total Ankole population)

86 that urbanlzatlon is still in a very early stage.

5
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'establlshed urban places., Administration and rellglon were'



Characterlzed by a prlmate dlstrlbutlon of urban
‘places, Mbarara stands out clearly as a prlmate thy, 16 5 ‘
times larger than the second ranking urban place, Bushenyl.?‘

In comparison w1th tradltlonal l1terature concernlng pri- o
mate cltles, Mbarara comperes favorably with earller h
developed patterns and characterizations., - .

Appllcatlons of the rank-size rule 1deas to Ankole °
reveal that the urban place structure does not cenform to
'the idealized system of rank-size arrangement as defined 1n(
tradltlonal I{terature. Chapter six, pages 193 197
further dewélops the ideas of rank-size and the relation-
ship of Ankole ﬁrban'places to these ideas,

The understanding/6f”§petial relationships:among‘urben
places may be llluminating. For example,rthe distenee
separating urban places may eet limits, relative to the
‘mode ‘of transportation and communication, on the flow of
goods, serv1ces and people between them, leen that the
modes of transportatlon and communlcatlon are everywhere
the same, it is possible that functlonal specialization may
occur among.urben places which are located in elose prox-
Ffimity»to each other. Furthermore, if the dlstance separat-~
1ng a partlcular urban place from other settlements is
markedly dlfferent from the .pattern as a whole, it may
“Hdemtify the center‘as atypieal in terms of economic, de~
mographic or functionel eharacteristics.

"It thus becomes useful to_descrlbe the pattern of
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;spatlal dlstrlbutlon-of urban places and to employ. standard;

measures. that may be applled elsewhere so that results may §
be compared. To this end various s1mple technlques were |
employed 1n'order to deecrlbe,some Qf tHE™ s1mpler spatlal
relationships among the urban‘placee in Ankole,

7 The results derlved from the employment of these
various technlques 1nd1cate thatx 1) there is con51derable
dispersion of urban places in Ankole; 2) that a fairly
regular. spacing of the major urban places characterizes
Ankole; 3) that the distance between an urban place and

its nearest neighbor in Ankole is not closely related to

~ the size of the urban place and; 4)Tthat there is not a

———

strong relationship between the size of an.urban place and

the distance separating it from.the nearest larger urban

place,
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CHAPTER IV
ANKOLE URBAN PLACES, FORM AND FUNCTIONS

FoRM
In consideration of the "form" of Ankole urban places,

various aspects of settlement or urban design may merlt

dlscussion. These aspects may 1nclude street patterns,
building archltecture including materials, ‘height, floor -

plan, orientation of structures, etc., public amenities,

I

settlement size,. general morphology and others. The Ankole

urpan places range widely in areal size, resident popula-
tiori and services offered. They are not mucn varied in
matters-of housetype, building materials employed, street
pattern, pattern of res1dence and general morphology.

Controls Over Form

In the formative years of urban growth, pre~1934, there -

were no building codes or plannlng regulatlons with ‘which

urban bullders and dwellers had to conform. The only real

;1m1tatlons were economic and/or political., Economic
limitatidns took the form of inadequate investment capital
for substantlal and long lastlng bulldlng materials, In
addltion there Were no guarantees as to the 1ongev1ty of

whatever economic act1v1ties were generatlng the cash

”surplus that supported the\nascent urban places. POlltlcal~

limitations operated effectlvely in that non-Ankole

res1dents (1n-m1grants) were forced to establish their
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e 2See Chapter .. s

.- of mud and wattle with thatched roofs or gimply, walls and

"school bulldlngs were made of similar materials although

|1nst1tut19ns and re31de on, or. adgacent to, Mailo or Crown
>

i

Land. )
The effect of these limitations was to encourage ‘Asian

shops (dwelllngs were usually attached) to be constructed

roofing of corrugated iron sheeting. Early m1351on and

brick later became fashionable dnd preferred at missions

where economic growfh pernitted. African shops and/or
dwellings at urban places continued to retain their tradi-
tional oharacter2 althougn mud and wattle structures with
rectangular floor plans and pitched roofs began to replace 1
the tradltlonal beehlve thatched dWelllng with 01rcular
floor plan.

It was. not until the 1930's when Trading Centers.were

gazetted and non-Africans were expecied to reside in the

‘Gazetted Traﬁing Centers that more permanent structures
were established .and consistent morphology patterns began
to evolve., In the newly:created Trading Centers ‘it was

decided that land would be surveyed and minimum size lots

" for lease would be recorded, Traders or others could then

take out leases (usually for 49 or 99 years) and proceed to:

build on the. leased lots, Furthermore, minimal building

' standards were established which called for a permanent {

lsee CHapfer III,” footnote 9,
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cement or concrete foundation and solldly constructed walls |
of concrete block brick or similar mater1als., Roofing.
materials had to be more permanent and less of .a fire
hazard than was the traditional grass thatching., Corrugat-
ed iron sheeting, which was relatively cbeap, emerged as
the ubiqultous roofing materlal although clay tiles were
occas1onally employed.

Uniformity of Design in Gazetted Trading Centers : S

The effect of the creatlon of gazetted trad1ng centers
was - to generate a seemlng unlformlty of style, architecture
and general appearance at the urban places so designated, ~
The gazetted urban places immediately deteloped into
centers of Asian controlled commerce with the later addi-
tion of variousbadministrative,.educational, religious and*
other functions. Since commercial structures {with
residences behlnd them) formed the core of each urban
place, few Afrlcans were to be found,

The general absence of Afrlcans from the commercial
.core was largely a matter of economlcs.n Substantlal costs
‘were. incurred by the residents since they had to pay for
léases and 1nvest-cash sums in the building-materials now
requiredAby law. Subject to the same building regulations
in the gazetted centers, would be Afr1can bu51nessmen
s1mply could not afford the costs of constructlon.

It would be the grossest error not to recognlze that

other factors also contributed to the absence of Africans .

5
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vin the Gazetted urban places. It was generally recognlzed

: that Africans would encounter severe competition from

g 1
Asian merchants at the same locale. In addltlon, Asian

merchants seemed %o have easier credit opportunities when

" it came to buying stock while few Africans were able to

-amass enough capital to maintain sizeable -inventories that

would permit them %o compete favorebly with adjacent Asian

merchants.

The Commercial-Dwelling Unit in t‘he.Gazet‘ted Urban Place
Characferizing the commercial core of every gazetted
urban place is a collection of "dﬁkas". The duka is
traditionally an Asien built, owned eﬁd operated one story
shop/dwelling on a lot 50 by 100 feet. Probably introduced A
into Ugan&a from India around 1915,3 the 50 by 100 foot lot

‘size came-to prevail in the commercial areas of Ankole in

’

" the 1930's wRen: tradlng centers were surveyed and plots~

lald out for lease. Commonly. a duka structure may be

© divided in half and two commer01al-resident1al unlts w:ll

-occupy the 50 by 100 foot plot._

Foundations -are usually of cement or concrete and

although some of the early dukas were enclosed by walls of

corrugated iron &heeting, most dukas were built of concrete

block and faced with plaster. The actual commercial

3McMaster, D. N., "The Colonial Dlstrlct Town in
Uganda," Chapter 14 in R.P. Beckinsale and J.M. Houston,
Edit., Urbanization and 1ts Problems, 1968, Bas1l Blackwell

- .0xford, pp. 330 51.

<

5
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act1v1ty takes place in a- room faclng the street. Wlndow-=;

less except for air vents, wide heavy wooden doors open
across “the front of the- shop to. glve access and exit, The i
doors open, onto as veranda covered by an overhang Whlch 1s~w@
: supported by posts or plllars anchored in the veranda ’
N ' floor. The entire structure 1s usually at least- 31x
“rroviff~1nches -above=the~ ground level ‘and usually hlgher.

The 1n51de of the: shop flnds the walls llned w1th

shelves stocked with,the- 1nVentory as well ag a counterllke

flxture separatlng the customer from the merchant., A rear o7

door gives access to the,11v1ng*compound located to the
rear.. | -
‘ B A hlgh wall extends from the: rear s1des of the duka to.
o enclose a compound on the 50 by 100 foot lot. Attached or
| semlpattached to the rear of the shop are the llving .
quarters of the As1an famlly. Addltlonal rooms may exist
as detached structures, Vet w1th1n the compound, Such

rooms may be used’ for 11v1ng or storage purposes,

-

Arranged parallel to one another and facing the main

fL\ED‘ road, the bulldlngs make the scene one of monotony. The —

iﬂﬁﬂyonly varigtions that may- ex1st appear in- the pastel huer—

- chosen when the walls ‘were flrst palnted Advert1s1ng is’
Villmlted ge) the name of the merchant, a s1gn 1nd1cat1ng the_
Ecommerclal act1v1ty w1th1n. and perhaps paper advertlsments

'-[or posters that have been attached to the walls or. doors.

Only 1n Mbarara and Bushenyl have dramatlc changes = |

AR S A
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begun to appear in. the commercial core of gazetted Urhen

'ﬁlaces. Both of these settlements are legally cla851f1ed

7_1mmed1ate c1rcumstances. As the largest and commerclally
~ the most 1mportant centers in Ankole, changes occurred here
* first. lefu51ng from the larger cities of Kampala and
Masaka, newer and much larger buildings with more modern
attitudes toward commerclal de81gn have replaced orubeen
added to the ex1st1ng duka un1ts .of the tradltional urban
core. Large glass windows with stock on display, more
1nv1t1ng interiors, and perhaps a second story represent
the ﬁgre dramatic changes.
Where economics permit, Mbarara businessmen have
' moved their residenoes apert from their\commercial preﬁ -
< ises. These are reletively few'but they hare given rise to
a distinetly resldeptiallarea adjacent to the commercial
o core of the city. .
;,f/f}* Beyond the Commercial Core
: o Most urban places in Ankole are organlzed around the
commerc1al core, Addltlonal functlonal unlts may’ lnclude
schools, rellglous buildings, admlnlstratlve buildings,

. ‘health care unlts. periodic markets, and units for whole-
sale produce. Although storage unlts are usually 51ted on
the frlnge of - the urban core, the other functional units
are commonly located some dlstance .away, in some cases,

up to. dne mlle.' .

¢
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Form in Non-Gazetted Urban Places : o

Afrlcan urban places appeared as Afrlcansltoo began
to establlsh shops for the permanent provision of sales and
services. The early growth ‘of Afr;can (as well as t
Gagettedj urbai'places wasxorooably retarded by competition
. 'in the form of periodic markets.””Many‘African,merchants
werersuocessful as.itinerant traders moving daily from
»market to market rather than»operating from a permanenf
shop. Some merchants.were; hoyever,_able,to accumulate
'.capital and/or estabiish credit that eventually enabled
them tofzéyeSt“in a permanent retail establishmeﬁt.

:Until 1958 -there were only the vaguest official con=
trols oVer‘Eﬁe location of, and building standards within,
'an African‘urban place, A prospective merchant needed
little more than the verbal perm1551on of a local/;lgruka4 ,

e
chief who may or. may not have adv1sed, or sought the
approval of, the correspondlng gombolola or\gaza chief,
Usually the prospective merchant was a local resident and
maintained a farm and family near the_prospective shop
site. ‘ | ' .

The ch01ce of site varled with the 1ocal physical
' condltlons, economlc opportunltles and local polltlcal- .

soc1a1”1ntr1gues. An already ex1st1ng urban place offered

the opportunlty of a potentlally larger market though

4The Mrukas are the smallest administrative sub-
d1v1s1ons that collectlvely comprise a gombolola.

2
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'*pephaps nore competition., The presence of a local adminis-

1tfative headquarters Was influential in the attraction of

 commerciélsfunctions to the urban place.. All but three of

the fifty-~six urban places that are saza and .gombolola
headquarters also include various commercial functions.

The(most common. pattern, however, is a lone shop or two with

'perhéps a nearby combination pre-primary school and church,

“The Commerical—DWelling Unit in the African Urban Place

Traditionally Afr;ban urban places were not goverhed
bbiuiiding‘codeS’of any kind, Shops, dwellings and other -
buil&ings were sited at whatever orientation the qﬁner
desired and were built of whatever materials the owner
cared to bhoose. In addition, thqre were no established
standards of sénitation,i Thése conditions prevailéd until
1958 when thevAnkole African Shops and Trading Center Law
was effectgd.5 Its désign was ‘to control and improve thé
African‘shéps and'urﬁan places, '

‘For its purpose, the law defined an African Trading

Cehtepxas aﬁy_place in'which there are erected two or mOre -

-shops and which is designated.a center by the saza chief

.:,w%th the aqvice”of the saza council, A sghop was interpreted

to mean any buildihg used as a commercigi shop, an eating

house or a wbrksHQp,‘ Furthermore, from the commencement of

the law, shops could only be built on land allocated or

approved for the purpose by the saza chief of the area with

g - 5The Ankole African Shops and Trading Centres Law.
Law No. 134 ‘of the Ankole District'Government.'l958,‘ik -
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the adv1ce of the saza council,

The law carefully gpelled “out the minimum bulldlng
speclflcatlons, such as site orientatlon, acceptable build-
ing materiais, room 81ze, dlstances between kltéhen and
latrine and the,d;stance of,both of these from the shop/
dwelling, and the dlstance relationships to—other shops and
roads. ‘ -

The priorities of income allocation among African

urban place businesemen. local attitudes toward architec-

tural style, and the minimum building and design standards

LA

established by the Ankole African Shops and Tradlng Centre

Law ‘have combined to create a landscape sprlnkled with

_urban places characterized by their sameness.
t . ~ S

The monotony includes whitewash over mud and wattle
walls, ccrrugated iron roofs, cement slab foundations, and

plote and buildings parallel to the main road but at a

minimum distance of forty-five feet away from the road with
N : :

at least(pen feet séparating the individual shops, A small

defachedlkitchen lies at least ten feet behind the buitlding

and a 1atr1ne lles at least thirty feet behind the kltchen.

It is debatable to what extent the fore mentioned

uﬁiformlty_of urban places is attributable to the Ankole

' African Shops and Trading Centre Law. Certainlykghe law
;has establlshed minimum standards and thus created an

‘archltectural bage level to which all urban place unlts

-

must conform. The use of alternative bulldlng des1gns and

*
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-materials would add to the already substantlal expense of
>d01ng bu51ness.~Therefore, rart of the explanatlon for
“uniformity must lie in the attltudes toward 1ncome alloca- »
: tlon. After a portion of the business 1ncome is relnvested
1n new stock, the bus1nessman is llkely to loqk to his ~farm
and family since the urb place 1s not regarded as the
Afrlcan bus1nessman s perﬁanent home, Farm .and- family
'needs are commonly regarded asg hlgher prlorlty items than
are urban place improvements, ‘ ‘

From a survey taken among full tlme Ankole market
‘traders (admittedly without the need to consider- urban
place._ 1nvestments), a ranking of their’ income allocatiohs .
revealed the follow1ng prlorltles-'l) family malntenance '»i
and home affalrs, 2) purchase more stock for resale, 3)

‘pay graduaﬁed income-tax, 4) buy clothing and 5) pay school
mwfeeS"fqr"childrenv~'This ranking is -inaMhtive of the -
Banyankore attitude toward income allocation. J .

Given the ratﬁerwlimited income earned by most African,
urban place businesshen, there is an absence of substantial;
surplﬁs cashy\ It is only where substantial cash surpluges
..are earned.,that individuals may consider investments in
the improveément of _the bu51ness establishment. As was
: 1nd1catedﬁ;h the. dlscuss1on of gazetted urban places, thls

-has begun to occur among Asian bus1nessmen in Mbarara; -

. 6Good, Charles M., Rural Markets and Trade in East
,Afrlca, (Department of Geography Research Paper No, 12
,Unlver31ty of Chlcago Press, 19?0), Pe 75 .
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"Data ie-unavailable that would _permit discussion of
Banyankore‘attitudes'toward what may be consiéered
aesthetically pleasing and functichally pfeferéble in
terms of urban place design., | |

“Mcrphologx'
Everywhere in Ankole most urban places are character-‘

ized by a distinctive morpﬁology. With few exceptions,

Mbarara being the outstandlng example, the urban places are. .

very small and have recelved 11ttle attention from land use

' planners° Land use patterns are prlmarlly a function of,'

individual whim and the availabillty of space. Appllcatlon,

_of zoning concepts 1s non-existent and any grcupihg of
urban activities into functional areas is the result of
such activities being supplementary and/or complementary to
each other..vi » ’ o
Buildings are aligned parallel along oné-Br both sides
of the major access route, be it a motorable road or a
foot path. Since most urban places.are basicaliy Trading
Centers, shop-dwellings.éomprise the core of the settle-
ment.'-Withiﬁ this_corey'Bne common complementary activity
is regularly reflectea in land use relationships. The

shop that retalls cloth and the serV1ce of tailoring

. commonly g0 hand in hand so that tailors with. thelr treadley_

-

) operated sew1ng machines occupy the verandas and sometimes
the inner spaces of such shops. Beyond this simple and

- exXpected land use,relationship within the core, other uses
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“are irregﬁ}arly arranged. Butcheries, restaurants, whole~

sale storehouses, bicyc;e and watch repairmen, etc., are
interepersed Wifh.no-oiscernable patterm“among-the retail
shops of the core.> '

‘ Additions to this bas1c morphologlcal unit may be in -
the form of a periodic marke®: and/or admlnlstratlve,
educational, public health, or religious 1nst1tutlons.

Educational and religious institutions, often located on

the same site, are the most common non-commercial/besident-

.ial land use to occur at Ankole urban places. The sites of

~

these institutions are usually detached from the commercial
core of the settlement and may be as far as one mile away,

Their size varies with their level of sophistication., The

pre- prlmary school is always associated with a religious

‘order and 1t 1s common for the school and church to share

the same bulldlng. Such institutions are also commonly
the residence for the local religious leader and teacher.
Full primary schools are larger institutions and are

also likely to be associated with religious bodies.

_ Requiring.a larger teaching staff,-a full primary school is

commonly the re51dence for three or four families. In some

1nstances the -institution also functions as a boardlng

school and thus serves as a residence for hundreds of

' young people for a part of the year.

: Secondary schools and teacher tralnlng colleges are

_the largest educatlonalwtggtltutlons in Ankole. They are

»
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Fall boarding schools and support large facultles whose j
‘families reside on the school campus.- These complexes are .
1arge and sophlstlcated and are 1mportant to the urban
place. Thelr contrlbutlon to the economy -of the urban
place is con31derable and thelr ex1stence is frequently an
_1mportant_economlo Justlflcatlon for the ex1stence of an
:'adgacent commer01al center.

Another land use that exists at many Ankole urban
places is the periadic market. Only.two urban plgces,
Mbarara and Ishaka, maintain.a.daily market where produce
can be bought‘and sold. In addition,lﬁowevcp, thefé afe
116 urban places ?hat are also the sites for periedic
markets whlch may be held weekly, twice weekly, monthly or
tw1ce monthly. ‘The site of the market place within urban
centers ls highly variable,. In some instances the market
_placcs are located adjacent to the urban dore whiie in
othoflca§e§cthcumarket is si%éq:a% the edge of the éeptlo-
ment., ‘ | '

Market stalls or ‘even semi-permanent structures exist
only at Mbarara. All other markets are simply open ground
though often enclooed by a shrub fence. Cattle markets are
‘recognlzable by thelr wooden rall corrals and oftén a small
‘-structure in whlch the livestock transactlons are’ recorded
Aand certified. 'Slnce;markets are mostly reriodic, and
since buyers and séllers'may'diffef'from'meeting to méetingn
'markefo are cohsidoreo'as éingle_units for purposes of j

»
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lcomparison with other urban forms of land use.

| Administrative and,ﬁublic heaith institutions are
Still.other’forms of‘land use aseociated-with various urban:
places, Administrative land use takes the form of fifty- ‘
six gombolola and saza headquartefs which are usually
detached from the main commefcial core. In fact three
- gombolola headquartefs are the sole form of land use to
eaist at their"settlement. One or more buildings, often
including the* r951dences of the government employees, are
‘grouped on a landscaped parcel of land, The- buildings are
ISubstantial, one-storied, white in color, "and often are
multi-functional (justice.~detenfdon,-revenue collection,
publlc meetlngs, etc.).

Public health 1nst1tutlons take the form of cllnlc/
dlspensarles or 1arger more sophisticated hospltals. Also
detached from the urban core, they oécupy con31derable
space and include not only the wards and offlces, but also
the re31dent1al quarters of the employed medlcal, nur51ng,
and non-profe331ona1 staff, ‘
Services and Amenltles

- Wlth Tew exceptlons Ankole urban  places are w1thout
most common publlc serv1ces. The most common service, v

-

publlc transportatlon, is avallable tot fifty-one _percent of

' _the urban places at least ‘once a day. The urban places
sited on main trunk roads are regularly served by bus and/
-or taxi at least once a day. In addition, taxi service is

© . SO

A
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i;‘egularly available to urban places on mény secondary and |
tertiafy roads althouge usuali;f:t less frequent intervals.;e
Mbarara is the majorfbus terminal fér Ankole and bus
serv1ce radlates outward from this hub in-all dlrectlons°
In addition, there is a regular bus se;VLCe from Klge21 B
District tg Toro District which passes through western
Ankole and adds an additidnal ma jor route of service,
Taxi Serviee~betweenrurban places is usvally mofe'
frequent and faster than bus service., Takis, usually
station wagon style vehicies. are privately owned and
compete vigorously with buses forvpassengers ever the

trunk roads., In addition, taxis may offer service to _more

isolated urban places, though less freéuently. N

"Except in WMbarara, there are no, officially- recognized
"bus or taxi depots or stops in any Ankole urbanrplace.
Where gas stations are pfesent they are commonly recognized
as the local taxi statlon. In other urban places..bars or
’restaurants may fulflll this functlon. Elsewhere, potentiél .
tfaveiers make their taxi or bus .service needs known by
staneing along the road in the urban place and signalling
the driver of the vehicTe, If the vehicle is full
A(uncommon for buses) - the drlver 1s unllkely to stop.

. The avallablllty of electrlclty is very restricted in
Ankole. Only eleven urban places currently have access to

electrlc power. Even in the eleven urban places so served,

irelatlvely few structures are wired for and. receive power. .

P
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iElectr1c1ty is expens1ve and nlght 1llum1nat10n is w1dely §
effected by .keroseéne lanterns. Electrlcally drlven‘“” '
‘machines, appllances, ete, are‘relatlvely expen81ve and
their use is largely llmlted to»Mbarara. Even the’
ublqultous sewing machlnes are mostly of,ﬁhe foot treadle
. design, and not powered-by electricity.‘ Another factor
that limits ‘the distribution'of electricity is the regula-
“tion of the Eleetricity Corporatien‘that discriminates. -
against certain housetypes'end building meterials.- Thea
corporation will only prov1de power to structures that-are.

considered- permanent, The restrlctlon specifically ex-

cludes the common mud and wattle structured house or shop. :

Since most African oriented urban places are domlnated by

mud and.wattle structures, electr1c1ty supply to these '
settlements is rare.‘ .

Water supply is perhaps the most neglected amenlty of

the Ankole urban places{ Only flfteen urban places in -

 Ankole can claim a piped water supply and even here only

: Mbarara boasts an effective water pumping complex and an
adeguate supply of treated water te individual homes.and
institutioné. In the other fourteen settlements w1th
access to plped water, the dellvery is usually in the form
of stand plpes s;tutated in central locatlons-w1th&n4§he

';community. fAii'o%héf urban pldces must rely on other

- sources of water, as Table XlVyindiéatesg'
. : T %
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URBAN - PLACE WATER SUPPLIES*

- SOURCE OF
WATER.

 Wells
s 'Rivég anQ Stream
Boreholes RN
Reserviors

Piped Water .
(Treated and Untreated)

Lake

Springs

- -

SERVED

__TABLE XIV

-URBAN PLACES .

‘148

103

67

15

No Information

- —‘*Information derived from

collected field data. ./

10°
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- PERCENT OF
= ALL URBAN PLAGCES

. 38.2
- 26,2
~16.1

10.3

4.0
T 2.5
1.3

1.0



map 7.
. o Kitigata

Kitigdté is the largest urbén’place'in Kitigata gom-

bolola and the seventh ranklng urban place in Ankole..

: The generalized town plan and m1x of urban place func=

tlons are ea31ly determlned An African orlented

urban place, Kltlgata 1s an 1mportant road junction,

yet curiously lacks a gas station.

118 -



b.

413}3000pDY
Dj0loqwoy 0'H 9
2N0YAIDM* OIS
OIpNIS ojoud ‘Hd
us) funwwo) -3 )
HOAY YROMYM
DA 2y 20YS YS
wounoisey
uenDIsS jodd o
Bumamg @
Jnusdiny 3
Joday 2126218 yg
iopoy L

Jaqiog

Joda3y IBdI010W
oG

D) say

Kiaysy10g

uananlisuTy)
sopun doyg
. I

doys u uu:,.«

doys cu:?
doys { 1UBIDA)

pauopunqy

<<
IECH]
NN

L dYW

§8_NOI1V 1nd0d
761 G3ANNO3

' ViIvovLiid

19

Y




N

MAP 8 -

Ishaka T o x

Ishaka, founded-in 1934, is the lergest urban place in

- Nyabubare gombolola-and is currently the third ranking

urban place'in Ankole. The generalized town plan and
mix of urban place. functlons -suggest the character and
des1gn that is common 1n African oriented urban places-
that are dynamic in terms. of growth. Ishaka is a major
road junction situated in the heart of a densely pop-

ulated and agriculturally productive reglon.v

e
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MAP 9

Kikagati, Birere and,Ntungigg

“”Klkagatl, the capltal and largest ‘Urban place 1n .

Kikagati gombolola is the thh ranking urban place in
Ankole. Located 1n southern Ankole, Klkagati is an

Asian orlented urban place that was establlshed as a

-center for serv101ng the surroundlng tin mine opera- e

tions. Adjacent to the boundary with Tanzania, a

. border post, road and:ferry crossing (Kagéra River)manﬁ

small hydroelectric power station are located nearby,

R
S ‘\\

’ Blrere, the capltal and third largest urﬂan place 1n

o

7
Birere gombolola ranks 154 among the Ankole urban
places. It is representative of a medium sized African

oriented urban place sited on a trunk road,

Ntungamo, the capital and largest urban place in
Ntungamo gombolola is the twenty-second ranking urban
place in Ankold, Orlglnally an Asian oriented urban

-

place, Afrlcan bu81nessmen have recently become estab- -

. lished at Ntungamo. Ntungamo is an important road

junction and wholesaliné center in Ankole,
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Many urban places depend on a combination of sources
for<watér‘depending cn the season and water’availability.

Wells and boreholes are notorious, for thelr unrellablllty

and boreholes addltlonally suffer the problem of hlgh min- ;
eral salt content. .River and stream water varies in quali—:
v ty and purity frcm place to place aﬁé where rainfall has
been ~slight, serlous water supply problems are incurred.
It is clear that for the residents of most urban- places, .
thelr water supply is nelther purified nor 1mmed1ately
’ avallable.: Much time 1s*lost as people (often children)

are required to haul water from the source to- the home.;u

~-Functions of Ankole Urban Places..

As has been demonstrated urban places are. new. cult-

e

ural features in the Ankole landscape. As in many other
societies, they have been created to prov1de serv1ces on_ a
permanent basis to the- local or distant populace. These
serv1ces vary both 1n type and quantlty from one urbdn
place to another. Since these services are the raison

d'etre of the urban place each service serves the function

_of contributing to the economic and saocial well being of

. wthe settlement. Because the available services in. one.

urban place may be dlfﬁerent -from-what is-offered in other

urban places, one can argue that dlfferent urban places
dlffer in terms of thelr functlonal structure and offerlngs.
At base level one notes that every.urban place iﬁ@x

Ankole ccntains-at'least one.func%ion, From this bage,

RN S
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;urban places may become more sophlstlcated'by prov1d1ng an é
’1ncreased quantity of the Ssame functlon and/or by exhlbltlng
add1tlonal and dlfferent functlfgs. In many areas of the
world ‘the 1nd1v1dual function may exhlblt different levels
of sophlstlcatlon by employlng more people, providing

';§ greater amounts of expertlse,;generatlng slgnlflcantly more

wealth, care, or uﬁits of production, etc. Within ﬁhe A
individual recognlzed functions, this is rarely the case 1n

'AAnkole. Broadly, the urban place functions may be class-
ified as commercial, religious, educational, and

administrative/public,

e eeeeweooo. . Commercial Service Functions - e

The commercial service functions are the most numerous
and most Widely distributed of all urban place functions,
For ‘discussion purposes they may ‘be grouped 1nto three
classesx retail sales, retall services, and wholesallng.
Retail Sales T »
ﬁetail sales in Ankole-are widespread although the
“‘"'”ffff_;_fmbfé”SpecialiZédfOf these functions are usually limited to
‘ the largest urban places, and particularly to Mbarara. |
. Throughout,most'of Apkole-the retail sales funotions
- Awgenerally take one of four forms; the general retall shop,
“.the cloth sales unlt, the butchery and the gas (petrol)
,Vstatlon. N

' -General Retail Shop

Almost ubiquitous is the general retail shop that
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"|st00ks #nd - sells a w1de variety” of mostly non-durable

. .consimer 1tems (See Map lO) Usually ‘such items- are small

1ocal Afrlcan populace.‘ Common merchandlee 1ncludes such

il i temE. a8 salt,msugar, tea, maize flour, kerosene, soap;
| \‘" matches. 01garettes, batterles, thread, notions, cheap
cosmetlcs, and cheap domestlc ware.; Indeed, there are

© 1,379 (1969) general retall shops in Ankole._the greatest
- _; number of unlts of- all functlons. Only 51xteen of the
396 urban places lack at least one general retall shopl
rand eleven urban places contaln only a single general ' -

settlement.

" The general retail shop‘is usually,a very small scale
' bu51ness enterprlse.» Usually founded and operated by one

‘man, the shop becomes both domlclle and 81te of self-

>

employment. The establlshment of a shop involves a sub- -

stantlal oapltal 1nvestment in both construction. costs and

“inventory. . Frequently a wholesale merchant. often an

: Aeian atyMbanara, Bushenyl, Ibanda, or Ntungamo. is

respon51ble for flnan01al a551stance and the exten31on of

tipt?**credlt o~ the general_retall shopkeeperrh_mhe shopkeeper,
v 'owner rarely employs addltlonal workers 1n the store

,valthough members of the famlly may “be expected to ass1st

fln 1ts operatlon. Slnce the shopkeeper usually malntalns hl

j:fa nearby farm worked by other famlly members, ba51c ,'
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MAP 10

. Ankole General Retail Shops per Urban Place

Tl

As the most ubiquitous urban place function in Ankole,i

1]

it is of 1nterest to note the dlstrlbutlon of general |

>reta11 shops.. It 1s the general retall shop that is -
most regularly patronlzed by the surrounding rural

populace and therefore rartially reflects the density

of population and availability of cash income in rural’

v

Ankole, o <

©oazy




Ol dVW

3DY1d Nva¥n §3d

© SdOHS TIVL3W TV¥INIO FTOWNY

|
It

198



" .CGloth Sales Unit

PRy

{sub51stence 1s generally assured even if proflts from salesj.

e

are meager or non-ex1stent.

-
The second most common retail functlon 1nvolves the

sale of cloth Out51de of Mbarara, the sale of cloth is

rarely -an 1ndiv1dual ahd.spec1a11zed activity. Rather the
retailing of cloth’occufs under the samet}oof as does
general retail sales. Of the 1379 general retdil shops in
Ankole, 885 or 51xty-four percent also sell cloth.  In such'
shops the retailing of cloth may or may not be the bas1c ’
source of trade 1ncome for the general retail shop where it

is sold‘ Competltlon in the retalllng of cloth 'is part~

,chulanly intensive.and frequently the shopkeeper depends on

- the retailing of the additional commodlties’that compose

his inventory to sustain his business. The largest market
for cloth consists of Ankole women who demand ornate
patterns and bright colors., 1In addition, "Américani"--an
unbleached muslin used for sheeting and khaki cloth are

included in the cloth inventory, Usualiy retailers pur-

‘chase their cloth from wholesalers in Mbarara or in lesser

quantltles from Bushenyl, Ibanda or Ntungamo.

MButchery

The thlrd most common retail. functlon is the sale of

. butchered meat., The butchery exists as a permanent bu11d~

ing vut commercial act1v1ty within is limited to two,

3threet or four days per week rathep than as a daily.
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'occurrence. Commonly local goats or sheep are the source

’ e e N - U

'
1
i

6f the meat being sold. There are 285 butcheries located |

_in 205 yrban places. Sixteen of the total 396 urban places‘

find a lone or perhaps two butcherles as -the sole retail

sales function within the settlement.

Gasoline (Petrol) Stations'

The fourth widespread retail sales function is the gas -
station. .The sale of gasollne is'a retall activity found
in ten urban places ‘in Ankole.' Seventeen gas stations,

retail functlon. All gas statlons are located in the more

sizeable urban places, all of which are sited on ma jor

trunk roads. As'may be expected, their distribution

reflects the tendency for gas stations to be well spaced

along heavily traveled routes (See Map 11), Five of the

'gas statlons are operated by Afrlcans, ‘the remaining twelve

=

’ belng under As1an management

Gas stations offer little in the way of automotive
repair facilities other than the repalr of tire punctures
and perhaps s1mple 1ubr1catlon. or minor adjustments. Ir.

the motorlst is fortunate, a poorly skilled mechanlc who

»mres1des nearby may. be called upon for ass1stance. Motor

repalr and malntenance facllltles are more regularly con-

' oentrated at’ garages Whlch are removed from and are dis-~

tinet from gas stations,



A,

N

N N
_ secondary cluster. . Note the general absence of spe-

‘Individual urban places and the mix of their special-

ized retail commercial functions, both sales and ser-

MAP 11

Ankole Dlstrlbutlon of Spec1alized Retail -
Sales and Serv1ces L

vices, are cartographically displayed. Note the

concentration of such specialized sales and services

at Mbarara while Ishaka and Bushenyi form an important I

cialized sales and services in.northern, eastern and

southeastern Ankole,
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| TABLE XV
| “MBARARA COMMERCIAL STRUCTURE: RETAIL SALES.
» . aCTIVITY , 'MBARARA '  BEYOND
ASIAN ~ ~TAFRICAN  EUROPEAN'  MBARARA
UNITS . . . UNITS UNITS
‘.. Genmeral Retail 40 .10 0 1339
.+ Cloth Retal Sales 45 3 0 - 837
" General Hardware | 0 0 o
- Patrol (Gasoline) o 0 o
Food = 5 3 o - o
Bic}cles o 5 o 0 & 0
"~ Books & School Supplies 4 1 ) L0
.Shoes - 4 L 0. 0
" Genoral Clothing 5 0 0 0
Chemist 1 0 0 0
Women's Clothing S B 0 0 0
Supermarket 1 O 0 0
P}ibt_:dgta_phic Equipment 2 0 o _‘l
' }iafcex:y Products 3 0 0 0
_'  Jewelry 3 0 0 )
- F;ui.'nitu,:.';d 1 0 0 0
Auto Parts 3 "o 0 T2
Electrical Appliances 3 2 0 0
Fish 0. 2 . o 0
° Butchery 0 P 0 281
_ Automobiles .2 0 0 0
Men's Clothing ‘2 0 o 0
_ . ﬁ‘usi,nes.g_ _F;gg;ipmen_t " 1 .0 -0 0
L tOTALS T Meb 26 "o .. _.oam
" Source: Data Collectad in the field. 1968. S
S T _‘_ o -..133




ﬁother Retail Sa%EE.Functlons ' . J -

\Othgr ;etall sales functions (ex;ept for.periodic .
markets) are concentrated at Mbarara.‘ As the largest
urban place which contains the greatest range of retail
‘functlons,‘Mbargra is the focus for the retall sale of |
Eophisticated,énd'specialized higher priceé consuher
goods. (See Map‘ll and Table XV).

Retail Service Functions

Retall services are also w1de1y dlstrlbuted 1n
'Ankole and 1ﬁéiude a wide range of'act1v1t1es. Agalgv
Mbarara offers~the widest range and the most sophisticated
© levels 'in terms oflﬁeTQicés performed (See Mép 11 and
Table<XVi). Bgyond_Mbarara; retail services ;re fewer in
> type, smaller in scale, and simpler”in'térms of equipment
,-used, quality and reliability ofﬁservice’performed and
»éuality of tﬁe establishment at which the service is
‘offered., o .
Tailoripg

.Tailors are usually associated with, and practice
their trade at a general retail shop that épecia;izes to
some degree in the ré%ail‘sale of cloth. In fact the

_sew1ng machlnes ‘may be owned by the shopkeepers who in

turn may elther hlre tallors or rent the machlnes to enter-ir

"prlslng,tallors expectlng piece~meal JObS from:shop

customers. The sew1ng machines, 1nvar1ably-foot powered,

'7line the verandas of the cloth retail unit shops. where the -

iy

I



mostly male tallors are busy stltching and g0581p1ng.
Though some. ta1lors reside in urban places, a large pro-
portlon 11ve on farms near the settlement where they work.
Tailors 1n Ankole number 1046 and at least one tallor 1s'
found in 308 or almost elghty percent of the urban places.~ 
Bars ) »

Bars are the second most widespread retail serrice
function in Ankole. A total of 196 bars operate in 133 or
34% of the urban: places. Bars in Ankole serve multlple
purposes. They have -a partial retail functlon in that they
sell beverages to customers. More importantly, they func-
| tion as service establishments, for they are local gather-
ing places for conversation, are refreshment'stops for
‘travellers or workers finishing a day‘silabor, and “are’
contact poinfs'where‘prdstitutes may find clients.

Most of the bars stock only soft drinks and bottled
‘beer, Some kars sell local beer, (fermented millet or
"banana mash) although there is a thrivlng trade in these
beverages.away from the urban place and coﬁsumpfion is-
heavy at héme. Only the bars in Mbarara and at Kichwamba
stock - splrlts or w1nes, for these bars cater t¢ persons who

have cultivated European drlnklng‘tastes. Kichwamba's bar

ig ass001ated w1th a tourlst hotel overlooklng the Queen
Ellzabeth Natlonal Park., ' |
In three urban placesk,bars are the only commercial

function present,. In ten’ other urban places they are the




sole commer01al serv1ce functlon to be present (commer01a1

-retall sales functions may be present).

- Restaurants o '-’

Restaurants (known locally as "hotels" although they

have no accomodatlon function) number seventy~n1ne and are j

" found in forty-four or eleven percent of the Ankole urban

places and, like the bars, they provide the service of

places, >Most restaurants are found in the’larger‘urban
quick refreshment. All restauraﬁts are in‘urban places
Iocated along major trunk roads, usually in settlements
that functlon as regular stops for the buses and taxis. ;
Much of the trade is dependent on travelers waltlng to make
transport connections. . ‘ A

Bicycle Repsair

The repairing of bicycles is a particolarly important

funetion in an area where‘so many people depend on this

means of transportation. There are 169 bicycle repairmen
operatlng in 106 or in twenty seven percent of the Ankole
urban places. A small number, of repairmen have their own
shops, but the majority use the veranda of a local general

retail shop (whlch is likely to sell bicycle parts) or a

Abar as the 81te for their repalr act1v1ty. Most bicycle
’repalrmen are not Well trained and engage in other act1v1-

_ties (such as farmlng) as well,

Bicycle repalrmen also frequent the periodic markets

kof Ankole. Potentlal customers in 'need of repa%r work-may

-

-~

",,136 :



-

étnusfelect;to‘Wait‘for a market-day rather than journey'to f

. . !
-an urban place where a permanently established bicycle 1

© repair service is'found, The general attractlon of the

market may be compelllng enough to delay the needed repalr.v

Banking ,

The Banking function is available at nine banks in-,%
seven urban places in addltlon to four large parent banksA
in Mbarara, Outside of Mbarara, banks operate regularly,
‘but not daily., They ex1st as branches of thelr parent .
ibanks in the dlstrlct capltal and are .open for business on
only one or twp days per . week, Even‘then, banking hours
are limited to two or tnree per day.

The major banks of Ankole have made efforts to inter-

est the local populace in establishing bani accounts, but

with little success. In addition to the expected problem .

of small cash»incomes and therefore little surplus\for _
sayings, the people are so rural‘thaffeven'the urban place
population (outs;gefof Mbarara which.has‘less than two

t percent éf the Ankole population) does not have'convenient
access %d the banks wnich are open fer a few houre on’

" partiecular days. The few existing Banks;’therefore, find
few potentlél‘clients; |

" The nlne banks away from Mbarara are ail centered 1n

larger urban places (See Map 11).'and are 1mportant tolthe
. businessmen and employees of the nearby educational,

'rellglous and governmental 1nst1tut10ns located nearby.

TS, )
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‘Use of these outlying canking.servicesksaves}time and |

effcrt; and~fhe expense that would be incurfed in travel
tO'and from Mbarara for such service, - ‘ |
OthervRetail'Service Functions C _ ‘ _;
. _Other retail sefvice functions find reiatively few |
\péggjcipants; There are thirty-four carpenters in twenty
" urban places, twelve shoe repalrmen in six urban places,
seventeen barbers 1ﬁ five urban places (flve barbers are in:

P

Mbarara), elght watch repalrmen (five of whlch are in

Mbarara), three photographic studios, (of which two are in
Mbarara), and seven hotels of which five are in Mbarara
(See Map 11). ‘
Shoe repairmen, watch repalrmen and barbers also

frequent the periodic markets and thus compete for bus1nessr
bthat mlght otherwise be entirely directed toward the urban
places where tpese functicnshare established., Hotels and
.banks are the only retail functions where European
management is present. Eﬁropeans manage 'a hotel at Mbarara,
e hotel_at kichwaﬁba, and the banks_et Mbarara.

_ As indicated earlierj Mbarara is the one urban place
whefenretail‘service functions are more varied and

sophisticated. Table XVI reflects this’ 1ncreased sophlstl-

cation. Seventeen dlfferent commercidl retall services are

*avallable from 151 service units.
It is clear that Mbarara is the dﬁhlnant retall center

- for~Ankol&, " There are forty different types of retall




'MBARARA COMMERCIAL STRUCTURE: RETAIL SERVICES |

| ACTIVITY ' MBARARA - BEYOND |

R "THSIAN-~  APRICAN = EUROPEAN - ST
UNITS UNITS ~  UNITS - |

N “Tailoring . 64 0 983

L3 . '

. Bar - 190. _

S 2
i Regtaurant. .. 7;\\\T e
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-Barber
Electrical Repair
Transport Agent
Accountant
Insurance a
Bicycleiképqir
Priv@te Physician -

ShdeiRapair ,
Automobile Repair
Bgnﬁiﬁg .

. TOTALS

54

O N WO PNW - W N WO W W

O~ =~ 0 W e 0 O r—;hlb N W o N

9

e Souree: . Data Eollected in the field. 1968.

N

e

O 00 O 0 @ O M-

wgo%ooo

1466 -




R

sales and serv1ces offered in 321 serv1ce establlshments/

-

) unlts (one tallor equals one unit although three or four

tailors are 11kely,to operate at the same establlshment).

,Many of these sales and eervices are present only in
Mbarara ‘and count the entire dlstrlct and beyond as thelr

\serv1ce or sales trade area,

Wholesale Functions

Wholesale trade in Ankole is in a marked stage of .

transition.. Traditionally &hglesale trade has been entire-.

ly in the hands of non-Africans -i, e. Asian merchants.

A81an merchants in Mbarara were engaged in supplylng the

smaller scale Afrlcan merchants with their stock., In the

same ‘way Asian wholesale merchants bought up the bulk of
-the produce that African farmers wished to sell for cash.,

Thus Asian merchants in Ankole were the first llnk in the

"~ wholesale to retail chain for the marketing of coffee,

grourdnuts and other crops.
As Asian merchants became established in gazetjed _
trading centers beyond Mbarara, wholesale functions were

partially relocated accordlngly. Bushenyl, Ntungamo,

) Rwashamalre and Ibanda were particularly 1mportant as

sub-wholesallng centers.,

By the decade of the 1960's, changes began to appear

. in the patterns of whclesale buying.'VQuasiigovernmenf

’corporations,cooperatives,xaha“ihdividualiAfrican
businessmen"hegaﬁmto,buy produce. direetly from the farmer,

© 1k0
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%The wholesaling functlon began to expand spatially and

B

operated at selected African oriented urban places as well f

as at the traditional Asian orientedeurban place, *
Only in the late 19607s and in 1970 did a ‘shift in

control over the wholesallng of non-durable consumer. goods

government leglslatlon has restrlcted the wholesallng of
non-durable goods to Uganda citizens only. Since many of

the non-Afrlcan wholesalers are non-Uganda citizens, we may

) expect the wholesale function to be 1ncrea31ngly absorbed

by Africans., The questlon to be asked is; where w111 the

IS

‘begin to relocate this actlv1ty into African hands. Recentv

African wholesaler locate his activity? So far the evidencs

(limited to conversation and observation) suggests that the.

new wholesalers will locate in the already established

As1an orlented urban places.,

As of 1969, 198 wholesale unlts operated at 102 urban

prlaces in Ankole. The great maaorlty of these were buyers

of produce, primarily coffee-and groundnuts, but also .

~maize, millet and beans, The wholesaling of non-durable
consumer goods was largely limited to the more sizeable

~ Asian oriented urban places and particularly to Mbarara.

Markets

Markets are enlgmatlc features of Ankole urban places

for they are*partlally respons1ble for the llmlted economlc

_growth of numerous settlements, whlle contrlbutlng markedly

-.to4the commercigalsuccess of others. . There_are 140 markets

"
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taiétributed across Ankole’ of which 118 are at or adjacent f
to urban places and are thus included as one of the urban
place functlons. ) ' 7
ﬂ{ Periodic markets are considered'by the local populace'é
as the preferred place to buy and sell goods and services,

~ The monthly and twice monthly (* cattle ) markets are
considered more attractlve and 1mportant than weekly
markets, partly because of their 1nfrequency -and, hence,
greater novelty., Markets usually attract great numbers of
people_(800-2,560 at the monthly marketss), pfbvide a widé

.variety of goods and services, aﬁd‘are major eveﬂtsiqn the
social calendar:for one or more gombololas. Apart from
considerations such as léw purchasing’power and restricted
demand which influence‘the fréquency of cash expénditufe,
_many 1qcal peopl?_gppggr td-dé;iberately delay purchases
‘which could be transacted_af a nearby urban sales or ser-
vice esfablishmen? until a market (usually monthly or twice -
monthly) occurs., Vfi_' .

This behavior pattepn frequéntly operates to %he
ﬁetriméht:of certéin urban piéce commercial functions, as.

'thg‘mérketsféffectiveiy‘duplicate many of the commercial
salés éqd services -of the urban places and have features

thgtkmake them more attractive to the typical consumer.

Qg&ﬁarket’ﬁay‘it~is evident that the general retail shops’

7Ibid: . 34,

S §I/bidf.~_ pe b5y ) . . ‘
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'and cloth sales units in _the vic1n1ty flnd it difficult to l
lcompete successfully agalnst the prlce dlfferentlals and
social exchange of the market, These advantages whieﬁ"*”
local consumers associate with markets are not llml;ed to

Ankole and are su001nctly described in a recent study of ’
e

“wtrade in Tanzanlan

"+ « oThe African customer, who may make very few ..
purchases from-a trader of any sort in the course
of a. year, prefers to do his shopping in a famil-
iar open market, with the goods laid out on the
ground for him to see, 1Instead of going into a
shop and having to ask an often grudlng shop-
keeper to bring down goods off his shelves, the
shopper can wander among the display of‘goods laid
out by the hawkers and see exactly what is avail-
able, ~ He feels-much more at ease, When walking.
into a shop he immediately feels at%t a disadvantage

. with respect to the shopkeeper on the other side
of the -counter, while in the market he feels able
to deal on more or less equal terms,"

Conversely, certain urban places beneflt 1mmensely
from the presence ef a market (partlcularly a monthly or
twice monthly.'cattle—market). It is‘apparent from field
observation and supporting evidence by'otherhresearchlo
that for those urban places that are asSociated with mar-
 kets, that the commerciai peak business activity is most.

intense on market day--which may occur from one to four

times per month., It is even.the'prectice of some .

) 9H C G, Hawklns. Wholesale and Retall Trade in Taggan-
- yika, (Praeger, New York, 1965), p. 70.

1OT B. Kabwegyere, "The Growth of a Trading Centre in -
Rural Ankole: Ishaka," (Department of Sociology, Makererer

‘University College, 1968), Soc¢iolozy Working Paper S1. §

Pp. 24, (Mlmeographed) , , o ;
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?shopkeepers to close thelr doors on market day and "carry" E

their trade- 1nto the market place. Shops that remain open'é

(particularly .service . establlshments such as bars,~restaur-‘
>

) .ants and repalr fa0111t1es) attract far more customers by -

virtue of the market-than is the case on non—market days.

“The settlement of Ishaka with- Ats monthly market as

studledlby Kabwegxere offers an example of such conditions:

"Ishaka attracts hundreds of people from all
. corners and from as far away as Masaka and
Kasese. It is a cattle market in addition to
all types of agricultural produce, poultry,
furniture and merchandise: The marKet offers
much more than Ishaka trading centre can
- Mmanage, ~In fact some of the shopkeepers in
. Ishaka ¢close their shops or leave their wives
in them and take their stock to the market, -
One of the shopkeepers in Ishaka who had spent
the whole day in the market told me °*I have

-made 700/ today.' Such turnover cannot be ex- . . ..

pected-on—-any-- other day in Ishaka. The tpadlng
centre as a whole is busiest on this day. The
restaurants and bars are extremely busy on thls
day."ll

Educatioqglend Religiou§,Functions

At multiple levels, schools have proliferated through- -
out ‘Ankole since the earliest mission_schools were estab-

lished.ét‘Mbarara at the turn of the century. Though not

all schools are located immediately within the urban place,

the great majority are within a one mile radius of an

»u{bangplace. In fact, the criterion by which a school is

considered to be a contributory Function of an urban place

is that its site must be within a one mile radius of the

- 1bid. p. 6-7.

Cauh



;settlementt:"‘ N - : : ‘ - , ._ [
The gfthhApéttefn of educational institutions in

" Ankole reflects the growth pattern of Christian m1551ons.

In most cases an educatlonal 1nst1tut10n was establlshed bm

is operated by, and is located on the same site as the

“related religibus institution. _Schools and religious

buildings vary widely. in their size, quality of construc-
tieﬁ, sophistication of activity, competence and profession
al level of wquers, and arrangementsdconqernlng residence

‘for students and teachers° v

© .-

Educatlonal establlshments (348 schools at allllevels)___

are located in 292 or in 74% of the urban places in

Ankole. One should not, however;'be misled as to the

"youth. Education in Ankole is not faee and unlversal At
all levels puplls must. pay tUltloé\‘*Ly for their books. .and

equipment and, as it is frequently required, pay for a

’~school unlform. By Amerlcan standards,\enrollment totals

and faculty numbers are low, Furthermore, investment in
the maintenance and repair of school facilities is

absolutely minimal with most labor'being supplied by the

‘ pupils and Taculty themselvés. At the hlgher levels of

'educatlon students usually reside on campus during the

”school year, whlle at 'all levels of educatlon most of the

"faculty reslde on the. campus in 1nd1v1dual faculty dwell-

f;ngs. The . consequence of - such educatlonal patterns is a - 5 —
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1v;genexal absence of school employees and students as r; o}
'1_;res1dents 1n the ad301n1ng urban place and only a 11m1ted > T'f”:f—
' w!presence of commer01al functlons that may be orlented to-
77}ward serv1clng the needs of the school, 1ts faculty or 1ts [

"students. Only at the hlghest lévels of educatlon (thfr-

AN teen schools) does the urban ‘place. malntaln certain s

services orlented, at least partlally, toward- the educatlon-

al 1nstitut10n. ;j
. g
Educatlonal 1nst1tut10ns in Ankole operate at four

~

o levels, each hlgher tler composed of fewer 1nd1v1dual s

1nst1tut10ns.“ Most numerous are the pre-prlmary gschools

whlch are operated by the various’ rellglous bodles and
i -
prov1de most Ankole youth with their. flrst experlence 1n a |

— -~ formal classroom. There are 184 pre-prlmary schools at

. 165 urban places that’ offer ‘the equivalent of a klnder-

garten through second grade educatlon.“ Such schools are th““wfwt*
'hjusually one or two room structures in whlch bgth rellglous
'piand educatlonal act1v1t1es are effected by the same
'1nd1v1dual teacher~clergyman;' ‘These 1nst1tutlons offer
Allttle 1n the way of fac111t1es, materigls,  or quallfled
vteachers. Nevertheless, 1n an attempt to. obtaln even a
~?m1n1mum formal educatlon for thelr chlldren, Ankole parentsg
4;‘ S 5hW1ll enroll them 1n pre-prlmary schools when full prlmary ;

A

'.,school enrollments are over—subscrlbed or when they are

unable to afford the costs of a full prlmary school. Thel:?

students and faculty of pre—prlmary schools contrlbute

e e oz D g e i
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"'llttle toward the support of the commercmal services .

h,‘“of a flrst through sixth grade’ educatlon, occuples the

“i'sécond tler of the educatlonal 1adder in Ankole. There are

.throughout the dxstrlct, only a Tew of which are boardlng

~~ito satlsfy the needs of the Ankole populatlon. Senior
‘fsecond§§$ schoolé may be cons1dered to extend from .grades
r;seven through twelve although they may also.: 1nclude a

;subsequent college preparatory two year course of study.

located in. the adaacent urban place::Zi_mi

The full prlmary school,\whlch offers the equlvalent

i

116 full prlmary schools located 1n 151 urban places'

'1nst1tut10ns for students and faculty. For most Ankole :

zechlldren, formal educatlon ends at the prlmary level,.,  More

sophlst1cated, 1nvolv1ng ‘more students and faculty, and
R i

rece1v1ng a mor“‘regular and rellable income than do the

’pre-prlmary schools, the full prlmary schools contrlbute toi

a 11m1ted d'gree toward the support of commerclal services(s

"1n the adgacent urban places.

Secondary educatlon is qulte restricted in Ankole with:

~~31;only a. small percentage of'the prlmary ‘school leavers.

._‘,matrlculatlng to hlgher levels. Secondary education takes -

two forms in Ankole. Six teacher tralnlng colleges in -

four urban places accept prlmary school leavers and’ preparef

.;them to return as teachers at the primary school 1evel.

Seven senlor secondary schools are located in s1x dlfferent

urban places (though three schools are in greater Mbarara)

i




-: 0 fSecondary 1nst1tut10ns are usually boardlng schools for the
. - istudents and tpey proyldelonAcampus hou51ng'£or their
““faculty and mainterance sfaffs. It ig at thls level that‘ Rt

the educatlena& institution may requlre the serv1ces

available at adjacent urban places. The commercdal_sales
ka and serv1ce functlons-of greater.Mbarara recelve'shbstan-
-tial support from the students and faculties of‘tne~threeﬂwﬁ
senlor secondary schools and teacher tralnlng college IR
located there. As is so true for the other_functlons,
Mbarara is the major center for education in Ankole.

Admlnlstratlve-Publlc Serv1ces e

R

| Publlc servxges, usually admlnlstered by governmental
agencles, comprise addltlonal functions that’ may be sited
" &t lirban placesy Where ‘present, they’ augment the.functlon-i
'Q//Zy . al complex1ty, size, and sophistication of the settlement.
Admlnlstratlve publlc functlons may be -grouped 1nto four
lelSlonS, the"most ublqultous_ofmwnlch ;s4theuadm1n1stra- 4. -
“tive headquarters of a political sub-dirlsion within
Ankole.~ ' .
‘ B Mbarara 1s, of course, “the admlnlstratlve center for
wnihe entlre dlstrlct of Ankole and as such malntalns_themu_ll“w
most complex and sophlstlcated 1nst1tut10ns of government.
In addltlon to the Ankole dlstrlct offlces that admlnlster

S —

all facets of government at the dlstrlct level there are

selected federal offlces through whlch the Uganda govern- Co

1ts obllgatlons to “the J




’"7?66ﬁpléx;; Thé headquarters complex is the site where saza

‘pecple of Ankole, Still another adﬁiniétrative level of 4.3

government 1ncludes the Mbarara townshlp authority.and its
offices which govern the area w1th1n the town 11m1ts. "
Gollectively, these three_levels of government employ

numerous persons, account for ' conspicuous territory

' Gfunctlonal area) where the buildings of government are

sited, and contrlbute to .the economic, 5001a1,‘and cultural
well being of the city as well as the district.

Ankole is sub=divided into ten admlnlstratlve sub-
units known as sazas. FEach saza has an administratiye
headquarters from which Ankole governmént policy is executei
agd from which more local and regional policies and i

functions of government may be implemented. As there are -

ten sazas, ten urban places contain the function of

“Bovernment administration at this level and may'be ideﬁti-

fied as saza capitals,

Some, but not all of the largest urban places are

saza capitals,\,At the same time it is interesting to-

observe that not ﬁll.saza capitals are among the more

_s1zeab1e settlements in the dlstrlct The 1mpllcatlon is

_that size of urban place alone does not necessarily infer °

that admlnlstratlve functions are present. (See Tables

_XVII and XVIIT).

Saza chlefs, app01nted by the Ankole district govern-

ment, live at and form the focus of the saza headquarters

149




DS

saza
Iga;&
%ajara
Mitoma

Kashgfi

Nfékasharéra

'Bﬁwehju
Shema

'Rwampafa
Bunyaruguru

Ishingiro

. 'SAZA CAPITALS RANKED BY'PQPULATION

SAZA CAPITALS

Bushenyi
Rwashamaire
Ibanda:

Bwizibwera

: Kiruhura

Nsikﬁ
Kabowhe
‘Kinoni
Ndekye

Gayaza #2

TABLE XVI1

POPULATION
400
,225
178
m
97
85
58
37
' éé

12

infso'

RANK BY i
SIZE o
(ALL URBAN
PLACES) '

20

33

35 s
7

139 .

“181.

310



}counoil_meetings are convened anq other local or regional é
& meetings may be -held. Also, local jﬁdicial matters are -
Adecided small scale Jall facilities ex1st, an informal
“postal holding serv1ce.operates, and revenues are collected:
and recorded, The presence of the administrative function .

. contributes to the well being of the commercial services
SN - e ,

in-the immediate or nearby urban place, Ndekye, Kinoni,

P

Kabowhe and Nsika ére near, or adjaeent to, the urban

places of Ryeru, Nyakafunjo,_ltendero and Rwengwe respec:llww,,wﬂ.,

tlvely. ) l ¢
| The sazas are sub-divided .into smaller administrative
" unitg known as gombololas. The number of gombololas per
saza var1es from two (1n Bunyaruguru) to seven (in Igara).e
‘In total there are forty-seven gombololas, forty-51x of
‘ whlch support a gombolola headquarters which may or may not
be thée sole function sited at-the settlement; Witﬁ l&nc-.
’tions similar to the'eéza headquarters, gombolola head=
qﬁértere vary greatly in siie,'sophlstiCation and range of‘:
»gOVerﬁment services berformed.r
Four gombolola headquarters exist as the sole function
Cat fhelr resPectlve urban places. Their 51tes lack com-
merc1al, educatlonal, or other supportive functions, Agaln
1t may be noted ‘that the size of an urban place alone is a
poor 1ndlcator of the presence or absence of admlnlstratlve
functlons.- (See Table XVIII).
- Medical furctions cdmprise.another primarily




GOMBOLOLA CAPITALS RANKED BY- POPULATION

SAZA _GOMBOLOLA
Sheme 'Kitigaga
Isingiro - Kikagati

" Igara Mitooma
Kajara . Bwongyera
Kashari Rubindi
Igara ‘Kyeizoba

" “Rwampara ‘Ntungamo
Nyabashozi - Kenshunga
Kajara Rﬁbaare
Rwampara Ruhama
Igara Bugaraﬁa .
Igara Kyamahunga
Shema - Shuku

.- Buwehju Rwengwe
Igara Nyababuare
Iéingiro " Ngarama
Nyabashozi K&zo
Rwampara Ndati ja
Shema " Kabira

- Nyabashozi Kinoni
Rwampara Bugamba

: igard ' Bitereko

Ai Mifooma - Bishesghe
Mitooma ,Nygbdhikye
Buwehju Rakird

' Bﬁﬁehju'ﬁ Karungu
Kéjara Thunga
Bunyaé&guru Ryeru

i Sﬂema :

" Kigarama

e

_ TABLE XVIII

GOMBOLOLA .

CAPITAL .

thitigata
Kikagati
Mitooma
Nyamanuka
_Rubindi

Rwentuha

'Lf”'ﬁiﬁﬁgéﬁé

Kiruhura
RubaaEé
kuhamd
Bugarama
Kyamahunga
Kishabaya
Rwengwe

‘Nyabubare

Ngarama-Katwe

Kazo
Ndai ja
Nyababare

" Kasana-Kinoni

_Bugamba
Bitereko
Bisheshe
Nfabuhikye
Rukiri #1

-, Karungu ' .
- Kagarama (Thunga)

Ryeru
Kigarama

452

POPULATION

185
150
145
135

132

i20
105

97 .
95

95
93
93
‘87
85
83
83

83

77
75
70
70
69
69
69
64

- 63

62

58

58

RANK BY = |
SIZE (ALL |
URBAN PLACES) .
. ‘
12
13
16
18
19
22
30
32
32
34
34
8
39
41
41
4
47
48
53
53
59
59
59
-
78
79
82 ‘
82

. . -



SAZA

. Kashar{
Mitooma )
Isingire
Nyabashozf

Ruampara

-Bynyaruguru

‘Rwémpara
Isingiro
Cipara
Isingiro
Shema -
~ Mitooma
Kaghari -
Buwehju'
Mitoomg
. Kashari
.Kashari

+  TABLE XVIIT (CONT'D)

GOMBOLOLA

- Bubaare

Kanoni
Kabingo
Kaéhongi
Rukoni

Kichwamba

ﬁugando
kugaga
Bubeire

- Birere

Kagango ..
Buremba
Kakiika
Burere
Rukiri
Rwapyamahembe
Rubaya

* GOMBOLOLA
CAPITAL

Bubaare

Kanoni

Gajéza #1

Kahaongi

Rukoni

Kichwamba

Mirame-Rugando

Rugaga

Bumbeire

Birere

Kabingo
Buremba
Raki{ka

" Burere

Rukiri
Rwanyamahembe
Rubaya

153
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RANK BY =~ |

SIZE (ALL .. |-

POPULATION  URBAN PLACES). ..

58

58

51
48
46

45

42
40

37
35
32

30 .

25
12
12
.12
12

s’

‘82

82

101 °
112
120™

123

140
‘143

149

154
167 -
176
203
321
kY31
321
321

i



fgovernmental-publlc serv1ce that may be" located at the
“various urban places.‘ In Ankole .medical care is avallable

Aat four levels of practice. The private practice of

medicine by ligensed physicians-is limited to Mbarara where

'8ix non-African physicians (ASiansf'maintain offices, oo

L2

AThere -are no llcensed dentists practlclng in Ankole,

-

Larger more publlc medlcal 1nst1tut10ns 1nc1ude four

religiouly oriented mission hospltals andlsixteen govern-

-ment._operated clinic-dispensary facilities. Two-hospitals - - -~

are located in Mbarara. Thus, twenty urban places maintain

~hospitals or dispensaries. - The various medical institu-

tions~playfan important role in the support of the urban-
places in which they are_located. They employ sizeable
staffs that add to the purchasing power of “the local
populace and they are magnets as they - draw in rural
re31dents from a considerable distance, some of whom will ~
also contribute to the support of town sited commercial-

services.‘

As is clear from Table IXX the largest urban places

'(ranks 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 7, 13, 14, and 20) 1nclude the medl-
;cal functlon among the serv1ces that they offer, These

-urban places were early admlnlstratlve and/or mission

centers and acqulred medical fac111t1es early. As nearby
urban places grew in commer01al 1mportance, medlcal funec-

tlons were. not dupllcated even though the size of the urban .

" place may have suggested such a development. Furthermore,

i
e P - <t i < e s
~ -

et e el e [
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. . : TABLE- IXX -

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND URBAN PLACES

. RANK' BY
- ‘ - POPULATION o
B : . ‘(ALL URBAN MEDICAL
-GQI?BOLOLA URBAN PLACE POPULATION = PLACES) FACI_LITY ,
) Mbarara, , ' 5,000 1 2 Mejor
o T .,
R . physicians |
< Bumbeire ~ Bushenyi - ‘ 400 - 2 Dispensary
Thunga ~ " Rwashamaire 223. 3 Dippenaary
Nyabubare "~ Ishaka 220 T R Heapieal Tt
Nyabuhikye Kagongo . ) .2'00 6 Hospital
Kitigata Kitigata . . 185 7 - Hospital
Mitooma Mitooma 145 13 Dispensary
'Rvye_t,u e Nyakasha:;u' : 141 14 Dispensary
Rwanyamahembe Bwizibwera ) 111 20 Dispena;i’y
Keﬁahuﬁga . Kitvuhu_taA 97 30 Dispens.ary :
Rubaare " Rubaaré 95 32 Diéﬁensaty 2
Rwengwe » Nsika (Rwenguwe)™ 85 35 Dispensary
Kabingo - * Mabona . 80 45 Dispensary’ :.
. Kagango Kabowhe-Rutoema 7N 50 . - Dispensary
Nyabuhikye - Ruhoko 67 63 Clinic
Ihgnga  °  Kagamba 66 64 Clinic
Rukoni -Kitwe ' .65 67 Dispensary
Rugaga Zuru' . . 60 80 Dispensary
Rugando Nyakafunjo . . 55 89 Dispensary

Kabingo * - Kibwera #1 . 40 143 Dispensary




G—

: S B . :
‘most medical institutions are lqcated at saza ori gombolola

.capitals whére it is an easier matter to appropriate land

} adJacent tea process1ng factory), Mbarara plus nine other

for & governmental institution.
" Postal service is an additional function that exists

at selected Ankole urban places. Thirteen urban places in

Ankole have commissioned post'offices where normal postal

CoNy

service and transactions may beiexpecfed. In addition, the.

varioug gombolola headquarters and even & few mruka head-

quarters functlon as rep051tor1es for letters where senders

A may leave mall to be conveyed to the regular post offlce

for proces51ng and local residents may receive home
addressed mailf,‘The postal system'in’Uganda does not
maintain a door to>doorvdelivery system,

The final and perhaps a dubious.puelic,function ' Lo
cenfered in urban places is the availability of eleetrlc
power. Although urﬁag places do not in fact dispense

electricity to>the rural surroundings, the mere-fact of

electrlc power avallablllty suggests 1ncreased sophistica-

'"tlon of services. Power to operate machines, incandescent

lights and appliances potehtially presents such amenities .
to the rural dwellers who may seek ‘their benefits. The - - -
urban place beeomes the focus of such attention. Generated
by a hydroelectrlc facility at Kikagati and a diesel power:

plant at MaShoﬁga (established to supply‘power to an

urban places recelve electrlclty.
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TABLE' XX

POST OFFICES AND URBAN PLACES

GOMBOLOLA  URBAN PLACE .  POPULATION ~
SRR
‘Mbarara 7 A 5,000
Bumbeire Bushenyi . _ 400
"Thunga Rwashamaire - 233
Nyabuhikye .. Ibanda 178
Kikagati  Kikngati L 150
Ryeru i ~ Nyakasharu- o 141
Rwanyamahembe  “Bwiszibwera -1
. ' ° Neungamo Ntungamo ‘105
Rubaare Rubsare 95
Kagango Kemuchara - A 93
Rwengwe Butare-Kasheny1 - ‘ 62
Kabingo Gayaza #1 51
Rubaare - ‘ Rﬁentobo o 45
-
. . o : -
157

RANK BY

POPULATION

(ALL URBAN -
_ PLACES)

-1

2

3

8

12
14,

20

22
 32¥

35

51

101

123




Summary . . - . }

Form ohd function in;Ankole urban plaoeswmay be
regaidediaS»expeotéd and rather iedestrian. The govern-
mental approach toward controlllng settlement de31gn and
"building materlals along w1th limited economic means and —;'
perhaps. local attitudes toward style and fashlon, have
;omb¢ned to llmlt urban 1n1t1at1ve. archltectural creatlv—
1ty and _the aesthetlc appeal (the wrlters blas) of the
various sgttlements under sﬁu@yw. Uhlfopm;tyv1n~appearance”" A
- E is a common denominator~in thercharacterization of Ankoie
urban places. | . |

" Even if aesthetioally unappealing, the Ankole urban

places do function as rélatiﬁely sanitary and orderly
places in‘which-to‘live while,ehgaged.in the provision of
sales and-services. Embodyihg what may be regarded as
European intfoduceo concepts of sonitation and public
health technology, the Afrlcan character of the urban
places is limited to the use of mud and wi%;ie haterlals,v
“the periodic operatlon of market places, ‘and the. nature of
the population itself. ‘

Fuhctlonally, the urban places ‘are important as focal
kgites for the various_services foquired by the Ankole
populace. It is not'surprising that manufacfuring is
almost entlrely absent as an urban placé function 1n Ankolo. e
‘Craft ‘work contlnues 1n the rural hinterland and is

~

. dlstrlbuted through the perlodlc markets whlle more modern
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:forms of production are centéred in the larger cities of |

““””HgandaMQspecifidally Kampala and Jinja).

In general we can hote that the available functions at
Ankole urban placées are chéfécteristic of areas whére the " |
loecal populace is only beglnnlng to emerge from dggradltlon-

al\sub31stence economy, where cash wealth is llmlted and —

where commerce is permitted to operate under a relatively T

free enterprlse system.




- . CHAPTER V
CENTRAL PLACES AND ANKOLE

Notions” and studles about central places and central

place systems have prollferated 31nce 1933 when Walter
*Chnlstaller 1ntroduced to the literature such concepts.1

The available literature concerning central place ideas is

vast, exists in many languages and demonstrates that many

- ““‘areas of~the- world have -been-—-examined- for-their conformlty,

'ﬂ
or lack of it, with central place theorles.2

A brief synthesis of the central place prooositions as
offered by Berry and Pred include the follow1ng:3
1) The basie functlon of a c1ty is to be a central place.
prov1d1ng goods and. serv1ces for a surroundlng trib-

utary area. The term "central place" is used because

to perform such a function efficiently, a city locates

at the center of minimum aggregate travel of its

tributary area, i.e. central to the maximum profit

1Christa;ller, W., Die Zentralen Orte in Suddeutsch- -
"land: Eine Okohomlsch—Geographische Untersuchung - uber die
Gesetzmasgigkeit der Verbreitung und Entwicklung der :
S:edlungen mit Stadtischen Funktionen. Jenas: Gustav . ..

=

kin, ‘The Central Places of Southern. Germanv (Prentlce Hall,
v Englewood Cliffs, 1966).

2Berry, J.L. Brlan, and Pred, Allen. Central Place
Studies, A Bibliography of Theory and Applications Includ-
_.ing Suppleme ent_Through 1964, Bibliography Series Number
One with Supplement, . Regional Science Research Institute.
GPO Box 8876 Phlladelphla. 1961, 1965.

BIbld- ’ po 3"'Ll'

‘Figcher Verlag, 1933, Translation is available by C. Bas-



2)

_volumes of business, and are more widely spaced than

- N o
area it can command, ‘ ' : |
The centrality of a city is a summary measure of the - :
degreeAto.thch'it is such a service center: the

greater the centrality of a place, the higher is its

, "order."

Higher order places offer more goods;i -have more -

establishments and business types, larger populatibns,?

fributary areas and tribupary populations,Ado greater

lower order places.

- Low order placeé provide only low order goods to low

order tribetery areas; these low order goods are

generally necessities requiring frequent purchesinghv'

with little consumer travel Moreover, low- order
goods are prov1ded by establlshments with relatively
low condltlons of entry. Conversely, high order ]

places provide not only low order goods, but also high

:'order goods sgold by high order establiShments‘with

greater conditions of entry. These high order goods

_are generally "shopplng goods" for which the consumer

1e4wllllng_$g_inayel longer dlstances. although less

.,»

Vfrequently. The hlgher the order of goods provided,

Athe fewer are the establlshments providing them, the

greater the eondltlons of entry and trade area of the
establlshments, and the fewer and. more widely spaced

are the towns in whlch the‘establléhments are located.;

x
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Ubiqulty of types of bu31ness increases as their order‘

dlmlnlshes. Because higher order#;laces offer'more ‘f f?,
shopping opportunltles, their trade areas for low m— )
“order goods are 11kely to be” larger than those of low
order’ places because consumers have the opportunlty
N Yo combine purposes on a single trip and this acts as
a prlce reductlon. S : o ‘ %
5) More specificallgr central.placesAfall into a hiere\w
S archy compriéing’discrete groups of centers. Centers.
© of each higher order group pérform all the functions
of lower order‘centers plus a group of'central func-
tions that differentiates them from, and sets them
R ’ - .3above,’the lower order. A consequence is a "nesting"
pattern of lower orderztradeaareas_within the trade
area of higher order cenfers, plus a hierarchy of

s poytes—joining-the centers. <

' Central Place Studies and Tropical Africa
In spite.of the world wide attention that ceﬁtrai
‘place .ideas have réceived, their application to the Africanv-v'~
.’8cene has been very recent, aﬁd*stcdiesﬁare not at all

nUmerous.- In troplcal Afrlca, the most detailed attention

has ‘been glven to West Afrlca where central place type

studies have. been effected in Ghanau and Nigeria. 5 Beyond

L bp. Grove and T, Huszar, The Towns of Ghana,
el (Un1vers1t1es Press, Accra, 1964);

5Ab10dun, Josephine 0Olu, "Urban Hlerarchy in a Deve;op-

ing Country," Economic Geography, XLIII, No. (October
1967)’ PP. 3“’7 7. .

-
»
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service needs. - -

‘. Furthermore there 1s 11ttle varlatlon in terms of

scale, partlcularly as zegards commercial units, Usually

~one cloth retail sales unlt is very 51m11ar to another -~

about the same number of -employees, same ‘floor space,
s1m11ar quallty of stock, and s1m11ar merchandlslng tech-
nlques (varlatlons do occur between African and. ASian )
services of the same function). .

,fhe~Central Places of Ankole

moug_and can be defined by the functlons that they. perform.

Hlstorlcally, it was 1ncreased agrlcultural product1v1ty

in’ economically developing countries that released a
portion of the farming(population to meet the demands for
specialized ser?ices that the.mope affluent farming popula-
tion oame to require; ‘This process of transfofmimg the

economy from a pattern of subsistence to one involving

~_cash sa1es~and‘éxchange'is still underway in Ankole, - To

varying degrees, the range of services that are offered are

only partially the .consequence of uncontrolled ecohomic

forces. :Conscious plannlng and guidance have 1ncreas1ngly ‘

been applled .to the development of the cash economy and

procedures “for the markets and central places in Ankole.

As the exchange of agrlcultural, mlneral or’ flSh

" surpluses for new commodltles or serv1ces,becomes.oentral

163
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West Africa, oniy in East Africa has there been an ettempt_i

: to'aﬁply ceﬁ%ral place ideas.6 A- study by»Kamalamo_andd

Ponzio, in cohtrest to Cﬁristailers' emphasis, almost
tholly igneres commercial services and emphasiies govern-
mentai,”edpcafional, and pubiic‘service functions“as
critical to centralitys: ’

Ip the West African eéudies fhe.research is sophisti-
cated and pfofi%ab;e'but encounters difficultiesg that have
bo?hereé researchef§-iﬁ other farts-ef the world. Spebifi-.
cally, the central places of Ghatna and”Nigeria are at the
“same time residentiel settlements‘fdr mhch of the local -

, - e
farming population. It has ‘proven difficult to determine

i

what proportion of the services are directed toward the

) . ) f/.\\
ﬂ'rurel,territory‘and its population

full-time -and part-time dwellers and thus are not truly

central place functiohs oriented toward a surrouﬁding

s,

Since the Ankole situation is one of a totally .dis-
persed }ural’pophlation not at all resident in the urban

places, the study conditions are not distorted or obfus-

“cated. _We”have, therefore, an-almost ideal study environ-

o

.. December 1965, (Cyclostyled)..

ments As Christaller would have it, the urban places are
cenﬁral piaces almost completely unencumbered by manufactur- -
ing, mining, or ldrge numbers of service employees, or by

refifedmpersdns wﬁo look to the'eéﬁ%ral"ﬁléee'for their

;6P.”Kémalgﬁo and M, PonZie, "Application of Central
Place Theory=in Mengo-and Busoga Districts (Uganda),"
Paper No. 396, Makérere Institute of Social Research,

S

- v‘ ;'. . f'; .
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'55 aflleast of inoreased importance to pconomic’life, the f
place of—exchange (markets or central places) becomes 1
central to the spatlal organlzatlon of the- economlcally
Ldeveloplng areal unlt. éoth for reasons of economy and the
establlshment of governmental guldellnes, the addition of

. new adm;nlstratiyerweducatlonal and commercial serviced are
increasingly concentrated at nodal polnts of excnange.
Tnese nodal points of exchange are then labeled as urban
“places‘while funcfioning as central places wlthin a system‘
-of central places. v 7 ) »

The central place and the surrounding rural;landscape
Tfrom which feopléAseek gervices at the central place offer
’aﬁcomplementary relationship. When this complementary
relationship is added to all the other such complementary

relatlonshlps that exist in.the area, an organizational
unit.‘can be recognlzed in whlch a hierarchy of central
places ex1sts for the performance of admlnlstratlve,
”educatlonal and commercial serv1ces. In this study, Ankole
is recognlzed as the organlzatlonal unlt.

For “the most part Ankole is a self-contained unit in-
/Epatrthe services provided by the central places—are ‘

offered to and maintalned by the Ankole population. Only
mthe largest central place, .Mbarara, offers services beyond
“the Ankole organlzatlonal realm. Though’ 1t is character~

1st1c in economlcally advanced states for the larger 01t1esj

to offer services and act1v1t1es that serve more than the
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‘:1ocal region (1.e., manufacturlng for natlonal dlstrlbutlon;
or transport breéak of bulk’51te for natlonal dlstrlbutlon),j‘
.Mbarara simply offers serv1ces that are periodically
patronlzed by the populace of nelghborlng Kigezd - dlstrlct
and by travelers whg flndebararg a convenient stopover
between tﬁe Kampalé‘terminus and the westernvdistribt of

Toro or.the southérn district of Kigezi and Rwanda beyond.*'

Central Place anétions in Ankole
This aspect of the st;dy is coﬁcéfnéd with urban:
places in thelr relatlonshlp w1th their complementary
reglons and with each other, in other words, w1th thelr
centrality within Ankole. "We can view the services avail-
able ét a center in terms of the quality (vafiety and
sophistication).and quahtity. Baesqh Seems correct -in
éfating‘that the "quality of’the services available in a
1oca11ty deflnes 1ts qsgpee of centrality while the quant-
ity of the serv1oes avallable is 1n general only a function
of the number of people served-f7 '
~Quality of sepvices in terms of variety and sophistica-
., tion requires,expianation. -Variety refers to the number. of
udlfferent types of serv1ces (functlons) that are ayallable.
For Ankole there are fifty-six functions being perfé?méd in

'central‘places of whichtsixteen are a§éilable only at

- 7H. Boesch, "Central Functions. as a Basis for a

“Systematic Grouping of” Localitids," International Geo- .
raphic Union, 17th International Geo raphic Congress, s
. Abstracts of. Papers, Washlngton, The National Geographic

Soc1ety, (1952): P 7-




iMbarara.' Sophistication refers to varaatlons within the-

performed functions. In educatlonal services, for example;:'
there are four functlonal levels of education being offer-
ed each dlstlngulshed by the elaborateness of the phy51cal
facilities, size of student body and faculty, and standard
- ' C of “education -already achieved by both students and
| “mfaculties.’ As the level ofleducation increases there "is a
corresponding decrease in its freqnency of occurrence, an
increaee in t§§~number'of/sxudents'served per echool, and
an increase of studente being drawn from wider geographical
areas. At the upper level are tne genior secondary acnools
~and teacher training colleges which may enroll some stud; 7
ents who liﬁe beyond the Ankole boundary. -
It seems clear that the higher the quallty of the
serv1ces in a central place, the larger its service or.
7Wtr1butary areas will be. Thus -the wider varlety of ser-
vices wlll enhance the centrality of the urban place. The
. smaller the variety of servicesnin an urban place, the
more places are.likel& to compete for partial leadershlp
_w1th1n -an area.. Consequently such places are llkely to
Lthave a low 1ndem of- centrallty and will probably serve
:fewer people 1h‘£ﬁ21r respectlve trlbutary areas, —
- For Ankole, the centrallty of an urban- place may be
defined as a functlon of the quallty and quantity of the

"-services it offers. It is well known among urban geo~
~

‘graphers that 1n any partlcular area unlt of study, the

@ . - : - AL

e e e E e s . : - - o~
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‘5number of central places tends to diminish with the ln-

crease in the quallty of their services, This follows from;

~the condltlons that more people are needed. to support a
-bank than a general retall store, a secondary ‘'school than a

7.fprimary school, or a watch repairman than a tailor (the

Ankolé case). A list of services performed in Ankole would
reveal “that certaln serv1ces ex1st 1n only one, or a few
central places. These services tend to be the most sophlst—
1cated and 1n order to survive, must reach out to a large
geographlcal area to find enough clients to support thelr
existence. Therefore, they serve most or all of Ankole,

In contrast, certain other services are ubiquitous and

.are to be found in almost every central place, These are

‘the’leéetvsophlsticated services and are patronized by the

largest number of Ankole residents,
- . “
In Ankole the dependence on certain.facilities, namely

the communicetions.netWOrk, water supply, and governmental

»approval of central place sltes, have all . contributed

markedly to the clustering of.services at central places,

Therefore, although each service may not ‘have the most -

‘economlcal area of 1nfluence when con51dered in 1solat10n,

2
1n\\?mb1nat10n they w1ll all benefit from their clustering.

Consequently, services of s1m11ar level will tend to occur

together, cloth sellers supportlng the local tailors,

government admlnlstrators supportlng sophlstlcated serv1oes-

'(motor car repalr. hlgh priced consumer goods) and so on.

RRTIE
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fFurthermore, the lower order serv1ces w1ll generally occur- f

along51de higher order ones; for example barbers, bars and
food staple sellers are needed by those connected w1th
‘government admlnlstratlon and motor car repalrs, although
the converse is not necessarily true. .

'\ Because of this tendency for the services of the
respectlve orders to occur together, many will argue that
there is not a contlnuous decrease in the number of towns_
as thelr centrallty increases, but that most of the towns
cluster around a few definite levels of centrality. The
: graphical‘representation of the relationship between the
number of centers’and the degree of thelr centrallty would
not be a contlnuously sloping, but a rather irregular
curve displaying a discrete dlstrlbution and have peaks or

4

levels of decreas1ng size as the level of centrallty

increases, (See»Flgure 2) .
Others have argued that in reality, a continuum

-probably exists and that such a pattern is graphically
evident‘when'logarithmic or‘semi—logarithmio paper is
enployed. It is an intention of this study to examine the
”rpattern of Ankole central places graphed according to
centrallty scores. It will be of 1nterest to observe if,
in fact, either a discreet or»continuum pattern is effecteq.
(See Figure 2) - -

""Finally,.it'is the intention of this aspect of the

‘study to determine whether a hierarchy of centraltplaces
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5doe$,in_fa¢t, exist. If'a'hierarchical structure does
exist it would additionally be useful +to- examine its

characteristics,

Centralitvwand fhé Central Place System in Ankole
T Tﬁgwéféﬁﬁéﬁfm¥ﬁaf'éiﬁierarchical arrangement of ééf}
vige ceﬁtéfs'exists is basic to the idéaé éoncernéd with
central place theory. It can be argued that this is its
most fundamentad conclusion, for it is used suﬁsequéﬁtly
as an axiém'to derive fhe various other hyﬁotheéés and laws . -
“of the geﬁéral thgofy. ‘Without this basic proposition it-
seems unlikely that the varicus other théoreticaillaﬁs
relating to the size and;spacing of towﬁéﬂwauld remain
kwofkaple. The'pﬁopOSition of-a hierarcﬁy, éhould, therefore
be regarded:aé fhe'frahewérk ufon whichlthe other laws:rest;.‘
Although_the past years‘héve seen thé proposition of é-
hieranphy of centrai;placeg tested in various world areas, .
. . many different techhiques of‘establishiﬁg "centralityf have.

. been applied.8 "Often the techniques have been incidental

. SAn examination of the following publications will
reveal. the variety of techniques and ideas employed. in the
.establishment of centrality. A more complete bibliography
relevant ‘to. this issue.may be found in Berry and Pred's
bibliography of central place studies, Section II.

Abiodun, Josephine Olu, "Urban Hierarchy in a Devel@p- :
in% Country," Economic Geography XLIII, No. & (October
1967);. pp. 347<67., .. .

. Berry, J.L. and W.L. Garrison, "The Functional Basis
of the.Central Place Hierarchy;" Economic Geography,
XXXIV, (1958), pp. 1l45-54, ) _

Brush, John E, "The Hierarchy of Central Places in

Southwestern Wisconsin," (cont'd on following page)
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tlon of centrallty" has been av01ded. Certalnly the .
dlfflculties of gatherlng data and the partlcular problem
orlentatlon of the varlous studles may Justlfy the numerous;
technlques and 1nd1ces “used to establlsh "centrality " Ian
ths study ah-attempt has been made to establish a set of -
.criteria upon which a oentrality index may be deriyed and
‘at the same tlme whlch has contemporary operatlonal use- : -

fulness.

The objective here is to observe whether or not a.

' bierarchical arrangement of service eenters exists in
Ankole and what may be the characterlstlcs of such a -.4
) hierarchy. The technlque used to try to establlsh a hier- ‘
archy ‘should offer the follow;ngﬂpreferred advantages:
_ 1) The technqiue used -to measure centrality shouid be
as obJectlve as poss1ble and capable of belng tested
2) .The index should not be based on any partlcular data‘
‘»'that possess 11m1ted appllcatlon or relevance. . -
‘Comparablllty is a useful feature and it should be
p0331b1e to dlrectly compare the results with those

e ‘ obtalned in any other area w1th 51m11ar cultural

characterlstlcs.‘

S 8Geographlcal Rev1ew, Vol. 43, No. 3 (1953), .
. pp. ‘380-402, - ' .
- Davis, W.K. D. "Some Considerations of Scale in Central
Place Analysis,"™ Tijdschrift Voor Economlsche en Sociale -
T Geographle, Vol. 565 NG, 6 (Navamber_ 1965).,. e
: “Centrallty and the Central Place Hler— X
arcgy,“ Urban Studles, Vol. 4 No. 1 (February l967),~ ) P
pl 1-79' .
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3)‘The measure éhould(ﬁhcorporate all the central func- i
tions cf a place. - - i |
.Afratﬁer simple”fechnique of meaeuring centralit§ thati
satlsfles these requlrements has been dev1sed and is
,;employed herevto 1nvest1gate the‘pattern of serv1ce centers:
in Ankole. It was assumed that the area-was a closed
system and that the degree of centrallty of each functlon
'(serv1ce) varled inversely with-the frequency (total number:
of outlets) of that particular type of function, {ihere-
fore, the greater the tctal'number of outlets of any
- particular fhncticn the lower would be the’degree of cen-
.trality cf each individual outlet, since satisfaction cf
demand is spread over a number of outlets.f
%ghe functions were 1n1t1ally arranged in rank order.
The funétion with the mostwgﬁtlets (greatest frequency of
occurrenee) was’ glven the»lowest rank (1) and for 1ndex
”purposes the rank p051t10n is equlvalent to the centraIity
index score. The functlon with the fewest outlets (flve
..functlons exhlblﬁ only one outlet each) is given 'thehlgh—-j
:?} est ranklng (29) and this rank 1s equlvalent to its
centraiityfindex score., In summatlon, the varlous func-
tions ha&e’been welghted the welght being dlrectly the

~lresulé of the 1nd1v1dual function's position within the

w ranked order.4 - o %'

'_/t:: Multlpllcatlon of the relevant centrallty figure by

“the..number— of.outlets,of each functional type present in a

T




L settlement gives the qegree of centrality imparted to‘each E"

settlement for every different type of function. A

centrality score for each settlement,is derived by'the

. summation of all the centrality index valies attained.By

it,

A potential problem may exist When the various outlets

R

of one particular type of function exhlblt dlfferent levels

of sophlstlcatlon or scales of operatlon. The questlon
arises as to whether or not to further weight fke individu{_“
al outlets so as to reflect differences in number of

employees, quality of merchandise, services offered, size

“of service establishment, etc, Upon further investigation,

however, it became.clear that such variations were rela~ .

tlvely few and that in general the various functions dls-

" played a homogenelty from place to place. Only in Jhe

matter of educatlonal _services were there s1gn1f1cant
dlfferences between the various levels of educatlon. -Such
varlatlons were taken into account and treated as separate

functions by recognizing four functional types of educa=

tional services,

Mbarara,»and to a lesser extent Bushenyl, offered a

spe01al problem. Many of “the function r offered at these

,two urban places are avallable elsewhere in Ankole, It is:

clear, however, that the quality, sophlstlcatlon and'value

of merchandise, sk1ll and exXperience of serv1ce performed

and value of service establ1shments in Mbarara and

17\
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Bushenyl ‘far exceed thelr functlonal equlvalents elsewhere }
. in the dlstrlc;. In splte of this Varlance, however, no .
r~attempt,was made to add;tlonally welghtsthe Mbarara and

‘ﬁushenyl functlons. llﬁ rerms'of establishing”their
supremacy in the hlerarchy, addltlonal welghtlng would only:
further increase the vast gulf existing between them and
the\next ranking central places.

“ o ' The basic ‘data needed for this analysis was gathered

. by personal field work in 1967, 1968 and'l969. Ninety-nine

percentwof the -urban places-were—visited4andwihdividually.w-
surVeyed in order to collect the pertinent informatibn: : .
Results of Data Collection

. Fifty-seven funcfion were recognized as being opera-

tlonal in Ankole central places (as determined by fleld

. work survey). The number of outlets for each type of

functlon varled Trom one (flve functlons) to 13?9 (general
retall shops) Accord1ngly, the, functlons were ranked 1n
order of frequency of outlets (See Table XXI)

Where two cr more- functlons have the same frequency;

._:of occurrence, they equally are awarded the same Welghted i
index . score.' It would be purely subjective and in any -
case, dlfflcult to apply value Judgements in trylng to’
dlstlngulsh among functions w1th the same frequency of
.occurrepce as torfheir'relatlve imporrahce and centrality.,

AEifty-six-distinct urban place.functions can be recognized'

'_vih Ankole‘although centrality index scores only range from
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TABLE XXI

'DERIVATION OF CENTRALITY INDEX SCORES

CENTRAL PLACE
FUNCTION
General Retail Shop
Tailoring '
Cloth Retatl.Tradg

- Religious Institution
-Butchery
" Bar

-Pre-primary School

Bicycle Repair
Wholesaling-General

" Full Primary School

Market (periodic)

Restaurant

Administrative Hdqtrs.

Carpenter

- Hospital-Dispensary "

Barber ‘
Cloth Wholesaler

' .Gasaline (petrol) Sales

Motor Repairs
Bank

Post Office -
Shoe Repair
Watch Repair
Hardware Sales
Food Sales ‘
Senior Sécondary School
Hotel -

_Police Unit

P:;vate Physiqian

PP
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_FREQUENCY OF
OCCURRENCES

1379
1052°

885
297
285
196
181
177

165 .

151
118
¢ 83

58
34

21
20

- . 18

18
16
13

RANK AND
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INDEX SCORE |
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22
22

23
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46
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30

31
12
33
34
35
36

" 37
- 38~

39..
40
41
42

43

44
45

47

48

49
50

751

52

53
54
s
56

' TABLE XXT (CONT'D)

CENTRAL PLACE
FUNCTION

_RadiorRépair'
. Teacher Training College

’Hotor.Sparé Parts Sales

‘Electricity Available

Bicyqle Sales
ShoelSaleB - y
General Clothing Sales
Ihsurance Underﬁiitér;
‘Appliance<8gles

"Books and Stétioner}

Attorney

Jeweler _

Photogréphy Studio_ .
Bakery . ~
Transport Agent

Piped Water Supply (Treated)
Mens Clothing Sa}ea

Motor Car Sales
Fish Sales

ﬁeily Markgts
Accountant . .
Eleé%g&gal Repair
Supermarket

‘Womens Cioth;ng Sales

Business Machines and Officé
Furniture Sales

Furniture (domestic) Sales

Chemist (Pharmacy)

OO VT

FREQUENCY OF
OCCURRENCES

P-‘r—‘NNNNNNNW&U&&MUUU'mWMM'O\O\

RANK AND
WEIGHTED -
INDEX -SCORE
%
T
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
26

26 7.

27
27
27..
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
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‘one to twenty-nlne (many functlons with the same frequency
of occurrence have the same centrallty index score).

] When the varlous functlons .and their weighted
scentrallty scores are- collated per urban place it is a
slmple matter to. total the lﬁdlv1dual scores and award an
urban place a total centrality value, }

Maps 12 and 13 reflect the Ankole dlstrlbutlon of

L -

“urban-places accordrng to centrallty scores whlle Flgures

3 and 4 offer a systematlc presentatzon of the hlerarchlcal

' structure of urban places based on a rank centrallty value

f‘l
relatlonshlp. Figure 3 suggests an Ankole central place

hierarchy . based on.the‘relatipnship between absolute total
" number of serbices (func{ions) pe? urban place and tofal
distinct cr types of functions per central place, Figure
o allows a comparison of urban places based on the rela-
tlonshlp between population and total centrality values,

" Maps 17 and 13 along with Figures 3, 4, and 5 show
the high corfelaﬁicn between population, high level of
‘centrality value, and, range in functions per urban ﬁlace.
‘Mbarara,las.expected, stands alone as the dominant settle-
-ment cf fﬁe Dlstfict, ‘Bushenyi, Ishaka and Rwashamaire
kvrank importantly and-may be labeled as‘Sub—Distrlct Centers
alﬁhcdgh the differences between these centers ﬁerit
attentlon. Busheny1 as an “Asian orlented central place"
malntalns an 1nord1nate concentration of wholesale

-

functions wh;le-;shaka is the most-prominent African

7
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T, " MAP 12

-

"Ankole Higher'Order Central Places

;All urban places that are awarded a centrallty score

of eighty or hlgher are located and 1dent1f1ed. The

‘ovirwhelming importance of Mbarara ig clearly demon-
e étrated., For a. dlscus51on of the technlques by whlch

centrallty scores ‘were awarded see ' Chapter V, pages

| 125 - 177, e — K
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ANKOLE HIGHER ORDER CENTRAL PLACES .

As_Octermined By Centrality Index
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MAP 13

‘Ankole-Lower Order Céntréi Places

Bl

A1l urban places that are awarded a centrality écére J_""

. of seventy-nine or leéé aré‘locafed:put not identified,
Squ ufban.places are charaqterized by a liﬁited fune--
tio;al mix and exhibit'the most ubiquitous urban place
functions, ’ .

o

?Ianned’trading centers are sites. that have received

official sanction for the establishment.of commercial

o

retail sales or service units. Although at some
“~locations-buildings were under construction, there were
‘as yet, no functioning urban place services and no

f resident population,

s s T
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ANKOLE CENTRAL PLACE HIERARCHY:
As Determined By The-Mix-Of-Functions And

Total Services-Per Céntral Place -
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»oriented‘pommercial center in Ankole. Rwashamaire is of
-major commercial and governmental importance and although

a major transportation -junction, curiouSly does not support .

a gas station, Both Rwaghamaire and Bushenyl are maaor

admlnlstratlve headquarters, whlle Ishaka is the site of an:

important hospltal complex.
Finally it should be noted that Busheny1 and Ishaka

are only three mlles dlstant from each other. ThlS is

_Qunexpegtedman;that;Sub—Dlstrlct centers theoretically

e

ought to be well spaceéd apart while being central,to more

numerous lesser ranklng urban places. In reality it would

not be far remlss to think of Ishaka and Bushenyi as a

joint community cluster, each offering numerous ‘functions

"that are exclusive of the other. Although geographically

there is no ev1denee of early growth toward each other, the
-nearness in terms of blcycllng, tax1 or even walklng time
permits commerclal, social angkpolltlcal re01proc1ty.

At the thlrd tier in the hlerarchy, as expressed on

Flgure 3, are twenty settlements 1dent1f1ed as magor

,hcentralAplaces, These settlements are distinguished in

that thelr size and functional dlvers1ty gives them greater
promlnence and 1mportance to the surroundlng populace and
hence 1ncreased centrallty v1s a vis less lmportant centers
whose p051t10ns are lower on the hlerarchlcal graph scale.

Admlttedly, the ‘1ine separatlng maJor from mlnor central

"i places 1s arbltrary, yet emplrlcal evidence suggests that

+.

S




thé division is safisfactory} . - ' | - |
| The great majority of settlementsbare classified as _ ‘
: minor central places and as can be seen on both Flgures 3
;land 4 cccupy coordlnates decrea31ng regularly along the
continuum toward zero, o
+In . most cases,- maJor central places are dlstlngulshed
from minor central places by the presence of spe01allzed
services that are unavailable in the minor,central places.

- This is in conformity with the basic-theoretical'arguments'

of central place theory. Specifically, settlements identi-

fied as maaor central places -are likely to malntaln barbers;

< Jo—

,sh/e repalrmen, carpenters, bieycle repairmen, medlcal

faecilities,. banks,,gas stations and full primary schools,
whlch are unlikely to be %ound in the mlnor central places.
Minor central places are domlnated by functions that
1nclude general retall shops, tailoring, retail sale of
. cloth, rellglous 1nst1tutlons, butcheries, and pre—prlmary
‘schools.‘ Reference to Figure 5 Wlll 1nd1cate the sp901flc
functlons plesent or absent at the higher ranklng urban )
uplaces. o =
. At the lowest level may be found the emerging central
uplaces. Such sites are generally characterized by the
'presence of but one functlon occurrlng with only a single
outlet. The recognltlon of this flfth tier in the hler—
archy is agaln emplrlcal. It would be equally valld to
-dlsmlssnthe eXistence of ‘a tier.of "emerging central

N
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places" and 81mply recognlze such settlements as the least f

o .

1mportant of the minor central plaoes.
Reference to Figure 4 reveals flve marked re51duals

from the otherw1se rather close fit to the hypothetlcal

.regression line, Their presence is ea511y explalned

Both Muti #1 and Muti #2 are suburbs of Mbarara sited
-

\Bﬁe and two miles eastward along the road to Masaka.

Mut1 #1 is essentlally a settlement orlented toward the

adJacent army base and is populated largely by army w1ves,‘>

mlstresses, prostitutes and chlldren. Only flve dlfferent»
functions with thlrty outlets are present at Muti #l and

thus on Figure 3 Tit is undlstlngulshed and cla551f1ed as a
mlnor central place. Mutl #2 is 51mllar in ‘its character-

istics possess1ng six. functlons with a total of but twenty—

7 seven outlets, In both cases the nearness of Mbarara and

the facilities of tHe arhy base»(unsﬁrveyea) combine to
restrlct the functional complex1ty of these two urban
‘places. o

Kyeifumba is a sizeable settlement oriented toward the

suppression of the tse-tse fly. . The communlty‘is planned

-

tbut iS‘only’a semi-permanent settlement that functions

.
strlctly as a re31dence for tse- tse fly control workers and

their families, Kyelrumba has but two general retail shops

" and these are 1solated by almost ‘one mile from the 51te of.

the residential settlement.

Rukinga and Kashojo are both planned fishing

188
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"FIGURE 6
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.écommunities sited onhthe shores of lake Nakavali in ;
Isingiro Saza. The populatlon levels for these two centegs
is varlable durlng the course of the,year and is seasonally
dependent on the avallabllity and market potential for flSh.

’The_surroundlng rural populatlon is sparse and it, as well
as the fishing populationy seek central‘place services at

nearby minor central places..

Flgure 6 inditates that, with the exceptlon of the

7///((/ hlghest ranklng central places, the hlerarchlcal structure E

'when graphed on a seml-logarlthmlc scale appears as a -
continuum, For purposes “of convenlence, only the seventy
hlghest ranklng central places are graphed. If _the ranklng
were'to be contlnued downward, the gently sloplng contlnu-
ous curve would continue to flatten out and further A g
- empha51ze the contlnuum nature of the hidfrarchy. .Discrete
‘levels of centrality below the three or four highest’
franking individuals are not af'all evident from this
graphic portrayal although some mlght argue for a break at

a centrallty score of arbund 150,

N
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o . CHAPTER' VI
R CONCLUSIONS
”Thé preCeding porfion5~of thisrstudy have presen%ed
_and examined that data necessary to the development of
loglcal responses to the prestated hypotheses. At this f

pR
point 1t is proper ‘to.respond to those flve pre- stated o

hYPOtheSes that have focused the dlrectlon of thls study. ‘f-.’

The Flrst anothe51s

T The flrst hypothesis” argued’ fhat modern urban places

in Ankole are alien to traditional settlement patterns. In
spite of the fact that the overwhelming number of Ankole
‘ urban places have”been built and-are operated.by the
Banyankore populacey this pattérn ig of recent‘devéldpment.
The evidence presented 1n.Chapters two and three make
it clear that urban places (as defined in thls study) |
“were non—ex1stent in Ankole prior to 1898, This date mark—
ed the establlshment of a permanent adm1n1strat1ve settle-
;ment by\Erltlsh authorltles at. the site of modern Mbarara,
7 Prlor to this event, all Ankole res1dents'res1ded in N

hdlspersed farmsteads or pastoral menyattas. Their material

. -and service needs were self=- satlsfled with a mlnlmum of

barter exchange oceurrlng for exotlc or sp901alty 1tems.

Consequently, there were no regular foci where the- popula;
:tlon could expect to satlsfy more than one service or - ‘
:materlal need. Spec1a11st craftsmen were known and patron—

x=—

.leed but productlon was 1rregular and markets for thelr

s

>. N ! N ‘ . 19'1*: s




’ gskills highly variable. Furfhermore, there is no ev1dence L

_villages where one might exbect to find a small fracticn of

‘that more than one craftsman or speclalty product,was

’ concentrated at any ore site Gsave perhaps the royal kraal)

The” workshop of any spec1alty craftsman ‘was 1nvar1ab1y
sited at the rural'farmstead where both he anq his famlly
also>engagedfin subsistence'agricu}ture'as their basic
econcm;c"activit?TL“Wﬁeré“ffade,fraﬁsactibhsldccurred;”*

~

barter in kind was the basis of exchange. Evenbcompact T

e

guldance, and econcmlc act1v1t1es. ,The‘fccu51ng of these

-the residents performing regular services for each other ..-

were unknown,
In summary, neither compact villages, markets, nor
sites where collections of craftsmen plied their trades

were 1n existence in pre-1898 Ankole. Adminisfrative

) funcitiong, generally vague and.irregular, focused on the

. e ) . !
royal kraal which was never a permahent settlement. S B

 @iven these pre—conditions, urbanwplaces were external

lntroductlons into Ankole at the end of -the nlneteenth and

beglnnlng of the twentieth centurles. Thls arrival of

forelgn elements took the forms of Brltlsh and Ganda

administrative and rellglous authorltles and Asian com-

‘mercial agents. ESSentlally, urban places were forelgn

'Acdltdfal‘infusions. They were established to serve the

needs of forelgn arrivals determlned to 1nst1tute magor

cultural changes in governmental administration, spiritual

i
I - . - . S |
e . : [

. . . . - /.//
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'.<4eultural changes through 1nd1v1dual 51tes centrally

l:only with prlmate metropolltan areas w1th populatlonsover

»located for thelr efficient operatlon formed the- ba31s for

the early urbancplaces. Diffu51on and acculturatlon
followed with 1ncrea51ng rapldlty so that, at later dates,

the Ankole populatlon itself became 1ncreas1ngly 1nvolved

1n~the establrshment of urban places. -
~ ‘ .

The Second vaothe51s

The second hypothe51s argued that an embryonlc

arrangement of urban places domlnated by a prlmate c1ty and!’

characterlzed by conformlty with the rank-sigze- rule forv S

'urban places is demonstrated in Ankole, Thls hypothe31s

_ suggests that certain characterlstlcs of urban systems

‘known to exist 1n various areas of the world are also in__ ..

.”ex1stence in Ankole. There is llttle doubt that a

"prlmate" dlstrlbutlon of ‘urban places characterizes
‘Ankole. Mbarara thoroughly ‘dominates w1th a ratio of 15, 4

to the populatlon of the. second largest settlement,
:vBushenyl, and 5.9 to the populatlons of the ‘second through ;

flfth largest settlements comblned. The ratlo of first

settlement to second may be compared w1th the results of ?

Llnsky where -among the varlous nations of the world
ESouth Vletnam, ‘Thailand and. Hungary exhlblted ratios of

.16.3, 15,0 and 13 2 respectxvely. Although Linsky worked

larnold sy Llnskyfe Some- Generalizatlons Concerning
Primate Cities," Annals of the Association of “American Geo-
graphers, Vol, 55, No. 3 (September 1965). DPP. 50 13.
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'l 000,000 the nature of'the ratio may be emplrlcally com~
pared w1th the Ankole case so as to reallze the general
_absence of urban places of 1ntermed1ate 51ze.

The geographlc expre531on of Mbarara's dramatlc

prlmacy is clearly ev1dent in the hlgh concentratlon of

"rA81an ‘and European) and 1ts hlgh centrallty value as

-

serv1ces, sp901allzed functlons, presence of a town coun01l
. S e . :
and a town plan prepared.by the federal town plannlng

agency. functlonal geographlc areas w1th1n the town,

largest proportlon‘of non-Afrlcan residents in Ankole (both
derlved in Chapter Flve.

_ The rank-size rule applies poorly to Ankole. This is |

- not unEipected It could be argued that- where urbanlzatlon

is poor%y developed, that primate dlstrlbutlons (few settle1

oy 1

* ments of. ;ntermedlate 31zes) are expected In fact, Berry !

and Horton have demonstrated that the rank-s1ze rule is

appllcable to states where the degree of urbanlzatlon )

,‘ranges w1dely.,, They lndlcate that both hlghly urbanlzed

' urbanlzatlon (2, 56%) and because the absolute" urban

.8pectives on Urban S stems, (Prentlce Hall,Englewood Cllffs,
19?05, Chapter 3 PPs 33-93. o

Vareas such as Italy, the Unlted States and West Germany,

and areas with relatlvely lower- levels of urbanlzatlon such

as Indlaf Korea and Chlna may both exhlblt‘the rank-s1ze~ _

rule. Nonetheless, because Ankole has such a low level of

populatlon is so- tlny, it could be argued that areas

28,4, L. Berry and Frank E. Horton, Geographlc Per-
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!experlenc1ng the. earliest stages of’ urbanlzatlon are

. that of Ankole. Further comparatlve studles are requlred

__with the lowest prlmacy 1ndlces correspond to predlcted

P
s
>

."' ) »/

g
r

leely td‘demonstrate rank-gize dlstrlbutlons 81mllar to

P

%

to verify or dlspel this notlon.I

T

Berry and Horton have also demonstrated that countries R

e ——

rank-size dlstrlbutlons. and that countries with the high-

edt prlmacy have prlmate city size distributions. - This is

con51stent w1th the results obtalned in Ankole,
’ " The hlgh prlmacy charaoterlstlc of the Ankole rank-~
size dlstrlbutlon ig” further in keeplng w1th a generallzed

model of clty 51ze dlstrlbutlons,' Berry and Horton have

proposed a developmental model for c1ty size dlstrlbutlonsp<

. They borrow from Berry and GarrlsonLP and- observe that a

lognormal dlstrlbutlon of city sizes exists as-a condition |

of entropy whlch . they deflne as a 01rcumstanoe in-which the\ -

: forces affectlng tqé’dlstrlbutlon are many and act randomlyw

w1th1n the context of growth proportlonate to size of clty.‘

«

The lognormal 01ty-81ze distribution contrasts with other.

dlstrlbutlons which are simpler in that they are produced

the Assoolatlon of*

by fewer forces.5 Berry and Horton assume that primacy is
3Ibid. i '

4Br1an Berry and William L. Garrison, "Alternatlve
Explanatlons of Urban Rank-Size-Relationships," Annals of
'Amerlcan Geos raphers, Vol, 48 ZMarch
s PD. 83-91. '

'5Berry'ahd$Horton; op.wcit.;;p. 75,

1958
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::::*:::::::Iﬁﬁ‘“j‘Consequently —several- derlved notlons may“be hypo- SRR A

;s1mple strong forces and thus furthest from the conditions

“of entropy. A hlgh degree of prlmacy would thus lie at one
‘rule of. 01ty dlstrlbutlons.
:thesized. Fewer forces will affect the urban structure of

" the hlstory of urbanlzatlon, and (3) the s1mpler is the

;countries w1th long hlstorles of urbanization (e.g., India
:and Chlna). Prlmacy of rank-51ze distributions character-
{1zes small areas with 81mple sub31stence economles such as

't;Thalland or 1n thls casey - Ankole.

tﬁe s1mplest city size. dlstrlbutlon, affected by but few

extreme on a scale based on conformity to the rank-31ze

an area; (l) the smaller the area is, (2) the shorter 1s

economic and polltlcal life of the area and the lower 1ts
degree of economlc development.6' _ i
In" ordlnary cases, most urban places perform essenti- i

ally the Saﬁe set of ‘functions, whether political or con- f

Cerﬁed with rudimentary economic activities. As complexlty

zlncreases so do urban funetions, and when the c1t1es are
‘v1ewed 1n the aggregate, a condltlon of entropy will be-

,tfseen to..exist w1th1n the llmlts of the urban. growth process.

 Berry. and Horton point out that countries w1th rank-

-~

-size dlstrlbutlons include urban industrial economles (e g.:
|

;Belglum, United States), 1arger countries (e.g. Bra21l) and |

As haS"been demonstrated 1n the preceedlng chapters,

U P
H B
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!Ankole does not - possess an urban industrial economy, 1s ;'
small-ln areal size, has a very short hlstory of"urbaniza- s
e . - tion, and exhiblts a relatlvely simple economy w1th a
llmlted level of‘economlc development. The extreme posi-
tlon of Ankole. on the Berry-Horton model for c1ty size
dlstr;butlons suggests that the nature of this distrlbutlon

- may change over time as the economy becomes more industrial-

1zed and sophlstlcated Slnce industrialization is ap="
parently a very long term future eXpectancy, we ‘can expect i‘
the hlgh degree of prlmacy for Ankole to continue into the

forseeable future,

The Thirdlﬁvoothesis A_ . 7 '17“’f-
-The third hypothesisfargues.that the functions and '
morphology of Ankole urban places are the consequence of
» recent cultural dlspersals being 1ntroduced to Ankole via E
non-tradltlonal‘1nhab1tants. This hypothe51s ig logically
an outgrowth from the flrst hypothe51s that modern urban
places 1n Ankole are alien to tradltlonal settlement
patterns. If the flrst hypothesis is valid,.and I believe
.that I have demonstrated its validity, then thls hypothe51s;'
‘would be valld unless it could be demonstrated that the ’
1nd1genous Ankole populatlon strongly 1nfluenced the func-
tlonal -and morphologlchl patterns of Ankole urban places.
ThlS 1s generally not the case, ) ‘ o : é.
The functlons of . Ankole urban places have been shown I

o ito- be “the prov151on of admlnlstratlve, rellglous, . - _ ‘
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leducatlonal and commer01al services on a regular bas1s to

the largely rural populace. In all cases these functlons
were introduced and initlally locallzed by the 1ncom1ng

Britlsh, Asian and -Ganda forelgners.e The commerc1al func-

tlon was clearly generated by the introduction of a -

‘nascent cash economy w1th much of the commer01al sales and
\,, !

serv1ces beIng attracted to. urban .places. 1In general the

urban places were dependent .upon the’local Afrlcan popula-¢

tion's productlon of supluses for sale, Cash payments then

r

found their way into the hands of nerchants_Sited at the
‘urban places., '_ | o L -
The earllest merchants were Asians and WaGanda, thelr
wares being 1mported largely from Europe and North Amerlca.
-Later when the Banyankore began to establish thelr own
';'shops at urban places,_in most respects they copied the
i Asian and Ganda merchants, Asian wholesalers furnished’
S their merchandise.'and where Banyankore wholesale mer-
’ chants bought agrleultural surpluses, they were resold to
A51an wholesalers operatlng on a larger scale,
" Many of the commercial serv1ces are based on the
- 1ntroduct10n of forelgn elements of ‘technology. The ubl-

qultous tallors, who stltch garments out of imported cloth,

‘Sew -on 1mported sew1ng machlnes. _The cloth garments are

(mostly coffee) destlned for. export. It could be further

':argued that much of the early demand for cloth was-

;\l- ; L «v;ﬁrufm.ﬂgrn»,f;r,i_r” o :l_tMV;: e 1777 e | ‘.> A
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‘fstlmulated by the European mlss1onary admonlshments agalnst

‘a scantlly clothed appearance. The repalr of. blcycles,-
f‘watches, radios and motor cars are also the consequence of
new technology 1ntroduced through forelgn agents whlle'

“banks and post office facilities. reflect forelgn notlons of
R
'exchange and communlcatlons.

Educatlonal and rellglous services also reflect thelr P

'forelgn roots. Formal education has, fnom the earliest

' days of its establishment, been associated with religicus

institutions, prlmarlly the varlous European churches.w
English remalns the language of instruction and in the- -

secondary 1nst1tut19ns‘teaqhers of non-African descent
s
P

:(mbstly/British) dominate “the faculties, : %
N Even the administrative. functions are largely of
‘foreign'design}--Erom the earliest days of British author-
'ity,”¢here»was3a heavy reliance on the placement oflGanda f
chiefs_in admin;stfativezpositions at the saza lefel. .
»AlthOUgh the OmugabelS'Ringdom was recognized by tne
colonial governnent British agents. functioned to admin-

N

;1ster and oversee the 1mplementatlon of colonlal pOllCleS

”ias they were establlshed in Entebbe (the colonial capital

of Uganda) and London. British concepts of governmental
respons1b111ty led to the establlshment of Ankole govern- ‘i«
ment departments of agrlculture, veterinary services,
: ©

:1survey, hea}th, police and justice. Various of these sep-

?vices were localized at the saza and gombolola headquarters




. . las well as-at Mbarara. A
' The morphology of Ankole urban places 1s agaln clearly
- the consequence of forelgn 1nf1uence and control. ‘The

earl1est urban places were establlshed by forelgner w1th

pre- concelved ideas of building des1gn, arrangement of

k4

structures. ‘and land use patterns. As economlc growth

- S fpermltted they employed durable ‘building materlals so that}

- B concrete block walls, ccrrugated iron sheets, tile roofs,

wooden doors and shutters, and most recently glass have el
[

come to domlnate 1nlurban places where Asian and European
concentratlons ex1st.‘ The 1n1tralﬁﬁsewof these materlals

‘was dependent on forelgn technical experlence and in somie

1nstances, dlrect 1mportatlons. ‘
; In contemporary times: the great_majority of urban
places are‘regarded’as-"African oriented" and are built andf
T s e '~populated by 1nd1genous Banyankore. It is also true that
the bas1c bulldlng materlals employed in these settlements
are mud and wattle, a very old Afrlcan'technlque of con-

vstruction. Nonetheless, the ubiquitous rectangular floor

“;hplan, concrete slab floors, corrugated iron sheet roofs,

i

and~h1nged doors and w1ndow shutters are of forelgn intro-

'7ductlon.'

‘,*M

The res1dentlal practice of dwelllng on the same s1te,3

o

S - and commonlyuln the rear of one S commerc1al establlshment

.....

ce was 1ntrcduced by the early Asian merchants and has since -

1
' ‘been adopted by the Afrlcan populatlon ‘at large.'JOnly_in ?. a0
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learara have res1denf1al districts appeared as a conse-

4quence of European notions that the places'of residence and
work should be‘geegraphically separated, Since such spatial
discretion would require'a decrease>in security at the '

¢commercial premlses .and an 1ncreased 1nvestment in burldlngs

[and land leases, 1t has not found favor beyond the dlstrictj,

. capital, . . R
» Furthermore, the colonial government institutéd Tradéﬁ

lng Centre Ordinance of 1933 and the Ankole African Shops

and Trading Centres Law of 1958 had the effect of instill-
'71ng British concepts of order, sanitation -and publlc health

»

for both Asian and African oriented urban places. The'
/ .
general unlformlty of appearance of Ankole urban.places,

can be traced primarily to_two.major>causes; firstly the E
_'gcvernment imposed regulation of building codes and-land
use w1th1n urban places and secondly, the general low level
.of economic development among the Banyankore populatlon.

The minimal cash 1ncomes earned by re51dents of the Afrlcan
orlented urban places just does not generate enough sur-
‘plus for 1nvestment in more expen31ve and sophlstlcated
bulldlng materials and de51gns.‘ In the Asian oriented
urban places, 1ncomes have tradltlonally been hlgher and
“'thig is part;ally reflected 1n the larger size of establlsh—

ments and- the use of .more durable and.expens1ve bulldlng

‘materials, General archltecture and design 4in- Ankole is

:con31stent from urban place to urban place W1th the

w

Lal
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lexceptlon of Mbarara where newer technlques and archltec- -

tural forms have been 1ntroduoed from the Uganda caplyal of :

Kampala where such 1nnovatlons flrst commonly appear.

The Fourth vaothe51s

“The fourth hypothe51s argued that the” functlons per=..y
formeg by Ankole urban places are generally characterlstlc

‘of functlons performed by urban places in other parts of the

~world, Essentlally urban places throughout the world j—
evolved as centers. of” secondary and tertiary economlc E
act1v1t1es although mlnlng and fishing (generally class-_n
ified as prlmary economlc act1v1t1es) are also known.

Ankole urban places functlon prlmarlly as nodeS*for the

e eff1c1ent operatlon of tertlary economlc act1v1ty, that 1s ;
the provision of serv1ces to the populatlon at large._-In
the sense that the urban places are foeci of admlnlstratlve,j‘
educational, rellglous, and commercial services, one can *

.readlly argue that they perform functlons 51m11ar to func- 2

“tlons performed in urban places in other parts of the world. )
" On the other hand the Ankole urban places ‘are func- .
tionally quite dlfferent from urban places in many cher

Z;f: 1parts of the world. These dlfferences are- prlmarlly four-

- fold, Flrstly, the urban places are entlrely orlented :
‘ rtoward serv1ng a. rural populatlon. Their 1nd1v1dua1
ﬂestabllshments generally do not serve the needs of the ::f -

urban place re31dents. Only ln Mbarara do the varlous ‘ i'

f.furbanlplace funetlons partly Hepend on- the patronage of thef

202 -




 the commer01al functlons 1n the urban places throughout

lvﬂ;Ankole. BT

f /. . - B

Furban populace.’ The most obvious explanation for this

pattern is, ©of course, 51ze of urban place. Except for
Mbarara, fhe urban” places are s0 small that no 1nd1v1dual
functlon could survive economically and operationally if
forced to depend on the potentlal market of the 1mmed;ate
urban, place. o v ‘

There is, however, an addltlonal factor that operates

-~

to llmlt 1ncreased urban populatlon patronage of corres-

pondlng urban functlons.: ThlS factor embraces the food

supply practlces of urban dwellers whereby the Banyankore

and often the Ganda town r951dents also malntaln farmsteads

in the Iocal rural area, The farmstead is worked by

'members of the famlly and the basic staples of the diet are

'vprov1ded regularly from the home farm rather than from

staples." B o :' -

A second 1mportant dlfference is the presence of

_periodic markets at 118 or almost one-thlrd of the Ankole‘

" urban places.h,Perlodlc markets are uncommon 1n most urban !

places of the world partlcularly when they occur as’ regular—

.fly as one or two days per month, every month, ?he markets-w

compete v1gorously w1th the permanent urban plaCe sales angd.

"'serv1ée establlshments and in splte of their -infrequent

actlvatlon, they have severely handlcapped the growth of

203



Mbarara, and two milk process1ng plants at Rubaare and

’places -of re51dence for. the urban emnloyed

ial accommodatlons for thelr personnel

fplaces do not’ exhlblt re51dent1al zones as they are

! Thirdly, we must note the general absence of secondary
i

economlc act1v1t1es, that is manufacturlng, in Ankole
urban places,‘ Most urban places in the world, rarticularly

the economlcally developed parts, exhlblt ag part of their

economic base at least a small proportlon of their popula—

'tlon engaged in manufacturlng. With the exception Qﬁ j
- . : 4
coffee process1ngmat-tworurban places, Mbarara and Bushenyi%

a tea processing factory at Mashonga, two bakeries at™ j
!
l

»Mbarara, manufacturlng is unknown at Ankole urban places,
-Craft work is practlced at the 1nd1v1dual farmstead and

- machine manufactured goods are fabricated.either in other

parts. of Uganda or-are imported from abroad.

A The absence of a re51dent1al functlon is the fourth

. difference to be noted for Ankole urban places. Most urban»

places 1n the world exhibit dlstrlcts, sectlons, or at

.least, 1nd1v1dual structures that fuhctien prlmarlly as

Except for

Mbarara, this practlce is uncommon in Ankole urban places;

- Away from Mbarara ‘urban place dwellers re51de at thelr

".place of occupatlon in ad301n1ng 11v1ng quarters or in &4

detached - dwelllng on the 51te of the functional establlsh-

ment. Religidus, educatlonal admlnlstratlve, medlcal and

WEpollce 1nst1tut10ns malntaln on .their propertles res1dent-

Ankole urban .
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i ,The absence —of = re51dent1al_zones is ea81ly explaxﬁed.-

commonly recognized in other parts of‘the world.

Most urban functlonal establlshments employ few people.‘

‘Commerclal establishments pértlcularly, are family operated

and .for purposes-of security and cost, the family dwells onj<
the sire. People thus employed do not tequlre external
housing. The varlous service 1nst1tutlons--educatlonal
administrative, rellglous, medical and pollce--have .
evolved under ‘the concept that residence on the site of the
'1nst1tutlon is de51rable and preferred. It is- understood .
that when one is employed by a school hospltal, church, or
the government that these agenc1es shall provide hous1ng '
as part ‘of the compensatlon. The agencies have found that

to construct their own- hous1ng for employees is convenient

Qand less expens1ve, and it ensures avallablllty of housing

.where 1t otherw1se might be scarce,

The Flfth vaothes1s

: The Fifth hypothesis argues that glven the level of

.~economlc aﬂa technlcal development 1n contemporary Ankole,

: that a hlerarchlcal system of central places based”on func-

tional differences éxists in accord with similar theoreti-

cal hiererchical systems as deséribéd and put forward in

Jthe geographlcal llterature.

Based on a 51mply conce1ved system of attrlbutlng

‘degrees of 1mportance to—the various urban functions, the

urban places when grephlcally displayed according to their

3
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‘The" functlons are: 51mple but clearly dlfferentlated and
~their concentratlon reflects the relative 1mportance of
reach central place to the surroundlng rural countrys1de as

‘a center for the. prov1s1on of serv1ces.

" . more service establlshments and bus1ness types,. have

: ;tlons of lower order central places -plus a group of more
fspeclallzed functions, . It is this group of specialized
1functlons that dlfferentlates them from, and sets them'

- ..above, the central places of lower rank,

centrallty. reveal a hlerarchlcal system of central places.

When centrality is evaluated 1t is clear that it is’

the higher order urban places that offer more goods, have

“larger_populat;ons, andﬁaregmoreWwrdely“spaced“thanfiowezr“*"

order places, Conversely, the low order ﬁlaces commonly

prov1de only low order goods (support the functions with the
lowest  index scores) The hlgher the order of goods ’ E
prov1ded (functlons with thé hlghest 1ndex scores), the .j

fewer are the establlshments prov;ding them, and the fewer,

‘and ‘more w1de1y spaced are: the urban places in whieh the

establlshments are located. Ublqulty of types of functlons
1ncreases w1th descent along the centrallty score scale,
Furthermore, 1t can be demonstrated that central

places hlgher up the centrallty scale perform all the func-;

!
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