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INTRODUCTION

—

>On Novemhér 17, 1964, a new. and rather uniqne '

i_polltlcal organlzatlon was inaugurated in Japan. This "
.organlzatlonvwas called Komelto or the Clean Government
Party.1 The mother organlzatlon was the lay Buddhlst

‘group, Soka Gakka12 or Value Creatlon Soc1ety.~~It had T
prev1ously been engaged in sdme polltlcal activitles, but the-
establishment of the party was:an 1ndlcation ‘of serious. intent
to become even more involved 1n Japanese polltlcal affalrs.
lThe rather milltant posture of Soka Gakkai and its phenomenal
success in‘convertingiliterally millibns'of Japanese”to the
Nichiren Buddhist rellgion was somewhat“disconcerting for
'”ohservers,‘both"JapaneseMand foreign.’ Because-of its‘politicaf
»act1v1sm, many persons viewed the organlzatlon as similar to |

' the pre-world War IT ultra-natlonallst movement .while others

. . - 4
B . . . .. Py

'3 o 'f : 1Hereafter the Japaneseﬁname, Komelto, will-be used in
“a?ﬁyaL‘h"most cases when reference is meade to the Clean Government Party.
*i'f“!“fKomel connotes "clean" or "fair" puBllc authority oxr government

L 2The spelllng of Soka Galkkai dirNer
%gjperlodlcals on . the subject. - The Soka- Gakkal translators
'“Qtusually write it as one word, .i. e., Sokagekkai, but most
, e . Western wrlters prefer to spTit the word since Gakkai is
R -frequently written as a separate word denoting-an educational

i ‘"g-assoclatlon or academy. This writer prefers the -second-form
and will use it'except in quotes: and “titles Where it has been
spelled in- awdifferent manner.. As in the case of the party,

the Japanese name w1ll be used in the text 3

. q\.‘ag i
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applaude@,Soka Gakkal for giving new life and hope to a large

2

segment of Japanese soclety that was only rece1v1ng a marglnal

 share of Japan's increasing prosperity. o

Any mass ﬁovement mey appear rather ominous to some
people and a rapldly expanding and aggressive movement is

bound to be perceiwved aE\Q\threat to society. Soka Gakkal is

no exception, and therefore has been the subject of much debate

‘and controversy in both Japan and abroad. . As is often the case

. ﬁ-..
vw1th controvers1al matters, a new perspeotlve will help to

clariﬁy some of the more contentious issues of thls movement..

The wrlter’flrst became aware of and 1nterested in
Soka Gakkaei while living in Japan from 1960 to 1963. iiﬁthough
the Gakkei politicel orientation at that t;me“was still |
ambiguous, the group's interest in political affairs, its
hudding politiCal_éctiVisﬁ and its rapid growth rate harbingered
@.significent future role in Jepanese politics. In 1966, the

writer made his first serious appraisal of the movement's

‘political and social potential in a Master's thesis entitled

4,

“"Soka' Gakkai: A Religious Sect or a Reroiutionary Movement."

> Gskkai was not a

oad social movement

In that the51s 1t. was conoludede

revolutlonary movement ‘but- that 1t was a

»whlch manlfested deflnlte revolutlonary tenden01es.

+
e

Slnce 1966 Soka Gakkal s polltlcal phllosophy and

A orlentatlon has begun to orystalllze into a more deflnlte

“conflguratlon, For that reason, it is felt that a new, more



- those types_?f people that are not commonly 1dent1f1ed with

{

exclusively‘politicai study isatimely.h Thereforé,¢at the -

~outset,'the writer postulated three propositionsﬁfor Stud&;

The first was that Soka Gakkal and Komeito were IntertWineQ
in such a manmmer as to make them inseparable.for analytical
purposes. This is substantiated’in Chapters 2' 3 and 5,

whereln one finds that through the overlapping of leadership

- roles and a carefully“controlled‘Soka Gakkail membershlp,

Komelto is for all intents and purposes only a polltlcal arm E

of its rellglous mentor, Soka Gakksai.

“~  The second proposition’was that Komeito as a party

is supported by a segment'of Japanesetsooiety that hag heen

-~

' elther allenated by or at least had not been adequately‘

represented by the other Japanese political. partles. In

'Chapters 2, 3 and 6, this is substantiated Wherein it is shown

“that the Soka Gakkai membership and Komeito leaders are of

the other Japanese parties. The-{aberal Demoorats are

PR

usually percelved as representgng blg bus1ness and rural

~

'1nterests, and the two Japanese sop;allst partles are -

afflllated w1th labor grpups SJdgtellectuals with
varylng 1eftlst orientatlons. Neither th¥eKomeito leaders.

< V.

. "nor the;r supporters_are generally representative of any of

v

these»grOups;” There is one notable exoeption"and that is

that one finds a rather s1zable contlngent of blue-collar

workers w1thin the Soka Gakkai membership. This seeming

e



,,that system in its present form.

. Komelto 1s one 1nstance where an authorltarlan polltical

. ’ € . P’

contradlctlon is clarlfied by p01nting out that the organized
labor groups that are afflllated w1th the soclallst parties
repfesent less thanﬂone—half of Japan's working class"

| A third prcposition was that Soka Gakkai represented

an-authoritarian alternative to the maturing Japanese

‘\

e

democratlc polltlcal system, and as such, it was a threat to
that system. In-Chapters 4, 5 and 6, one flnds that thls view

is‘confirmed' but that it-must be qualifmed to recognize  that

q—

: Komelto 1s apparently adapting 1tse1f to the democratlc

polixical process, despite Soka Gakka1 S generally undemocratlc

polltlcal philosophy and structure. ThlS quallflcatlon led %o

2

- the development of a fourth proposition, i.é., that evﬁn though N

- the Soka Gakkai mcvement provides an alternative to democratic

institutions, Komeitb, as an active political party, performs ..
meny pcsitive functicns‘in the Japanese political.system and
that the effect of . thls performance is to help sustain and
equlllbrate the Japanese pOllthal system. In Chapters 5 and

6 thls is. verlfled by 1nd1cat1ng that Komelto brlngs 1nto the

/. %, 1

/.

¥ Japanese polltical system ‘a s1zable minorlty of Japanese citizens a

who mlght otherwise be a poten'“ "ﬁf ;;t for the survival of

..

structure plays & pcs1tive role in a. democratlc system at the

L - -

' f;same t1me that 1t represents a potential threat to the system.

'5JIn Chapter 6 the 1mpllcatlons of these “two rather contradlctory o
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3
pbssibilities_a:é evaluated.
Before concentrating oﬁpfhe political dimension of

“this movement, it will be useful to present a brief summary
of Soka Gakkai's history, growth, scope &hd initial political

. involvement.

I
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: edltor and publlsher, he return

CHAPTER I. .

I

THE ORBIGINS OF SOKA GAKKAI AND KOMEITO

Soka Gakkai first appeared prior to World War II,
but it”had barely started to function when the Japanese

military regime successfully proscribed it. After the war

‘the organization was resurrected, though fundamentally
' - T LN . R

changed, and it thrived ln theipostewar political and social
clima%%i For conceptualipurposes-the pre-war efforts and:the~
post-wer rebirth and expans1on will be con81dered as phases
one and two, and a third phase can be dated from 1960 Qhen
Daisaku ITkeda, now president, assumed leadership.

Soka Gakkai: Phasell

" " The original founders of the Gakkai movement were
Tsunesaburo Maklguchl and his disciple and successor, Josel

Toda.' Maklguchl was a schoolteacher and administrator who

RN

graduated from Sapporo Normal School 1n Hokkaldo and in 19Q1

moved to Tokyo. After a relatlvely‘short,career as a wrlter,

e .
\ﬁQrst career, teaching,

-t

and 1n 1921 Whlle prlnclpad of lehlmachll .ementary School.

[

’ rn}Tokyo, he became acqua1nted;w1th Josei Toda. Toda, at the

age'ef'twehty—one,fhad sought and_procured.a teathing position
at Maklguchl s school that year. " -

Although Toda eventually left the teaching profession,



uf:pprnox Press, 1968), p. 74

e o 7

~ his "theory" Makiguchi held that the purpose of educatlon

: rather that educatlon shpuld

: create" and“aqorue'"values"_that would 1e

his.tieSPWith-Mahiguohr remained'every'close, In 1928,
Makiguohi and Toda, with the apparent enoouragement'of/
anotherrschool principal,'wereVoonverted to Nichiren Shoshu?
"(the Orthodox Sect of Nichlren), a Buddhist seot noted for ¥
its_mllltanoe.1 After their convers1on, the two undertook the - -
'effortﬁof relating the teachings and beliefs of Nichiren'
Buddhism to an educational theory that Makiguchi had been
developlng since hlS graduation from Sapporoﬁﬁormal School.

-

Maklguohl s foremost concern seems to have been with .
what *he percelved as the stultlfylng‘approaoh to education -
1n Méiji and pre-World War II Japan. . As the tenor o{ﬂeduoatlon :
in Japan beoame more Shinto and natlonallst oriented during
the immediate pre—war years, he, along with Toda and others,
sought to bring forth a more meaningful theory as to the
purpose and goals of education. Makiguchi" hlmself had been

*1nfluenoed by Western teaohers, philosophers and early social

301entists ‘and his orlentatlon was socig-philosophical, In

o

~

| was not S0 much to seek out "truth" -as a value per se, but

happiness. - 7 .

1Noah Brannen, Soka Gakkal (Riohmond Virginla John




e

reslization of happ'inessi2

: )_

Value" for Mahiguohi was the product of a subjective

8

evaluatlon of objectlve phenomena by human belngs. He there-

fore felt compelled to reject the traditional cla851f1cat10n

-of yalue as truth, good and beauty, because truth did not —

adequately fit his définition, Truth to Makiguchi was something.

that had an independent ex1stence, apart from its. pOSSlble .effect

on man, As such, it was in a dlfferent realm from that of value.
In_place of truth, Maklguohlaineerted "gain" or~"benefit,“ )
creating a new‘olassification oywualue;‘viz., gain, good and
beautye‘ "Beauty" 1s ‘construed as. a sensory value that affects
man ih e limited or temporary sense. "Good" is a 3001al value
in that 1t is a relative force that. bears\on'the life of”
society or the colleot1ve\ex1stence of ;ndlvlduals. "Galn"

is that value that pertains to the "whole life" of an )
indivioual end is therefore a personal value. .“Gain" takes

lnto account the effect of objective things on the person in ’

a utilitariah-sense, i.e., those things that have the effect .~ -

of promoting ‘the person's health, wealth and liveiThood have

: S - N o . ..
value for that person. All three of these values have as

their common:aenominator“the ben, ‘g?."To Makiguohl,

therefore;'the pursuit & these;values wa' the means>for the

- . . . Lo

ot . ..
S L

2Brannen, Soka Gakkal, De. 1?4 Also see Tsunesaburo

'Maklguohl, Philosophy of Value (Tokyo. Seikyo- Press, 1964),
pP. 80 100 - .



j,?Soka Gakkal themselves. In fact, one ca'

':T‘;(an essay that is publlshed as” .pne of Gakkal s theologlcal

“Maklguchl s argument was that man not only can : - "-,
reallze, but also can create values by dlscoverlng relatlon—'

ships between’ man and nature and then makihg them meanlngful.

: The Japanese educatlonal system did not_encourage or aid this

process, and was therefore'an inferior system which stifled

.flndiuiduals and condemnéd them to misery. The'awareness*of

‘this was the motivating force for his own limited "value-

oreationVeducational" programs.

>

; The above: summary does not do adequate justlce to

’Maklguohl s full theory, but it does 1nd10ate the relativist

nature of the theory. It is 1ronlo, therefore, that he and

W .

" Toda attempted to 1ntegrate this "utilitarian" theory df value

with the teachlngs of Nichiren as 1nterpreted by the Orthodox

,V_Seot. Nichiren Shoshu, unllke most Buddhlst'sects, olalms

to be the one and only true rellglon and therefore, the

7‘—doctr1nes and tenets of Nichiren must be construed as absolutes.

- The values ‘one is to seek or to oreate in the Maklguchl theory

FUTN

" are prov1ded a priori in Nlch%ren s teachlngs. The 1ntegratlon '

~

obably say,

. Ve

:desplte contlnued reference to Maklguchl s Phllosophy of Value

"‘references)‘ that the Niéhiren side of the Soka Gakka1 doc—

'"-trlnal equatlon has been by far the most s1gnif10ant in the

HURE LR

~ “'.-‘.7.



post-war”life of the movement-3 A .
£+ - ‘ ’

To better conceptuallze the nature of Nichlren

10

Buddhism one need only observe briefly the character and
style of Niohlren himself. Nichiren percelved himself as a
fulfillment of a prophecy attributed to Sakyamuni or Gautama‘
Buddha, which said that in the latter day of the‘law (mappo)
or after a 1ong‘period in which the true teachings of Buddha

.would be dlstorted and lost,_there Would appear another being,.
!l-.

‘greater than Sakyamuni, who would restore the true Buddhism

*

and/%rov1de the keys and ‘the means for the attalnment of
enllghtenment for all men here on earth. Slnoe Nioh%ren
'belleVed himself to be that being, his teachlngs were‘lpso :

facto correct and all others false. Furthermore, only through

I3

his teachlngs could all men realize self- fulflllment and
happlness here on earth, i.e., enlightenment. .

. Nichiren's~cbnclusion that the Buddha's teachings ‘had

e .'.

been dlstorted oame about after~many years of careful study

»‘-v‘u

and researoh into the varloug teaohlngs of Buddha and the -

~

;varlous Buddhist secte.ln Japan atjthat time. After his

"eniightenment;" he'felt tha:

- thewJapanese'people.Eroﬁ“thoée evil'teal_ﬂngs and philosophies;

'a'_rampant'infjapan;~that;were‘destroying that whieh would| now be:.

L

e 3Jose1 Toda 1ater edlted this essay, and took sone
,llbertles w1th it in ‘the process.. It seems he was trying to
.'make?lt more compatlble w1th Nichiren's docttrines,




Nreferred to as the natlon.

f"u‘ . In many Ways, Nlchiren appears to have been a
nationallst and he was certainly cons01ous of a broad group
identity in a more modern sense than were many who‘livedvln_
the thirteenth centuryr Since national saivation depended"

- on a proselyting and conversion~campa1gn,that was extremely;

aggr6851ve.k.In.fact, on'sereral occaSions he. demandedﬂthat‘
‘the shogunate or milltary government ‘accept h1s teachings as -

| tha%pas1s for ruling the stateusrnoe that was the only way the
nation .could be purified and saved. 'For his'labors he received

- L
‘ \\imprisonment nearly lost his head and was ultlmatefﬁiex1led

~—-— t0 a desolate island for several years. None of this daunted;'

his. will and .to the~end he was as militant_and self-righteous
as-ever. ‘He predicted'that eventually the nation.as'a whole
would accept his teachlngs and that it would achieve the'_
'?Y highest civ1lization ever known to manklnd. His teachings'and'-
| religious style have had some 1mpact on"Japanese society since
i_@.;;fm-fl his death and certainly Soka%Gakkal is’ the modern splritual

successor of Nichiren s earlie . Its members have

seen 1t as their dutywtONbring about t" fuiflllment of

) Nichiren s prophecy.m.
S Before his death Nlchiren 1nscr1bed .an 1nvocat10n to

Po

"the Lotus Sutra on a plece of camphor wood. He considered the'

Lotus Sutra to be the ultlmate and most‘lmportant scripture of

upon him and his teachlngs, Nlchlren and his followers embarked _f.
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Buddha and ‘the ihscribed object became the Gohonzon or

12

Worship Objeot (the go is. honorlflc) This "worship object"

was- to be the source of salvation from daily problems- aS'wellf

~ as the key to enlightenment on earth after Nichiren passed

away. The believer is obligated to chant the Daimoku (ritﬁal

" invocation), .Nem-myoho-renge-kyo, at prescribed times and

‘ under prescribed conditions. ' Through this act, the believer

can~rea11ze rellef from sufferlng, enjoy good ’ fortune «and
‘ultimately receive salvatlon. Since Nlchlren had prov1ded

thé%ﬁeys the believers were-obllgated to.conv1nce others of

. the truth and efficacy of the Gohonzon. Through the efforts

" of the believers and durlng the latter perlod of the 1aw

-(mappo), Kosen-rufu or peace .and happiness .for all mankind

would be reallzed ‘ ‘ ‘ &

- Nlchlren dled in 1282 and after a squabble among his

. nfollowers, a discipl%%gy the name of Nikko Shonin 1&ft

Nlchlren s- temple at Mount Mlnobu and establlshed a new center

s--

Lt Ca o

4Th1s mandala is inScrlbeﬂ
(not Senskrit as 1s more commo: 3
all important Buddhas. and Bodhisatfvas §n
“Theoretically, therefore, it has the compH

g ‘ﬂ;neSe‘characters .
Q&udes the names of

ih " Buddhist lore.

ed power of all

 Buddhas--of" universal power._ Both Nichiren-Shoshu and a rival

-

sect. located at Mt Mlnobu in Japan-claim to have the original
mandala. B
At the, rltes of afflllatlon with: Nichiren Shoshu,

each convert is given a faosimile of” the Gohonzon that™is kept ~

1n one's home. for. worship purposes. Therefore, when referring
“to “the. object at ‘Taisekiji,; members usually call it the
’Dal-Gohonzon, or Great Worshlp Object
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and home—at Taisekiji;. Theline-oﬁ'authOrity has not been ’
broken since Nilkko Shohin, and-today, Nittatsu, the six-ty;
sixth High Priest, is the keeper of the head temple near

Mt. Fuji.. The=name, however, hawaeen.ohanged since that
.beginning, andlthe‘present;name, Qrthodox—Sthaof_Niohiren,

was assumed in 1912, " };aa,;imarnnmwu,'

Although as should be apparent by now, the "phllosophy"
of Maklguohl and the religious doctrlnes of Nichiren do not '

- M . »
meld well in the eyes of the “unlnltlated," this combination

ha§“5ecome the phllosophlcal underplnnlng of Soka Gakkal.“'&

Y

Perhaps the basic problem is that the zphllosopher" Makiguchi

died before the effort of integration was completed, and it

was up .to the evangelist and organizer, Toda, to expound the
~group's tiews andfto make this combination into a viable

(L

w philosophy.
Lt - . In 1937, Maklguchl, Toda and sixty followers met 1n

a restaurant in Tokyo and formally éstablished the Soka Kv01ku ;

Gakka1 (Value Creatlng Educatlonal 8001ety) Today Soka. Gakkal

P dates its beglnnlng from 1930, or that tlme when Maklguchl o

began devotlng full tlme to-t .th in 1937 a formal

structure was establlshed wWith Maklguohi s president and -

\.

Toda as vioe presmdent and general dlreotor. Bramnen specuiates

e a L -

that perhaps this early organlzatlon s qpen afflllatlon w1th '

Lot e

Niohlren Shoshu may have been 11ttle more than an attempt to

s e | e T



"-‘I-' N £y -
after nine issues, had been completed Then, in July, 19&3, :

: seventy-three, Tsunesaburc" Maklguchi dle-\i_ malnutrition in

- ™ e

Y l——

l)

S , ' 14
. avoid publlc prosecution.5 If so, it was to no avall for

all Nlchiren sects were felt by the authorities to be in. |

opposition to“the"emperor-—because the followers worshipped

. the mandala (or the Gohonzon), and also because oertain-royal

names that had been inscribed on the mandala Were considered'
to be placed in a degrading position.

" An attempt by Makiguchi to publish a magazine entitled
Kachi Sozo (Creation of Value) was suppressed in May, 1942, |

-

Makiguchi and several followers were arrested and put into-. -

prison on a charge of lése-majesté. They had refused to be
' ) (i ‘ T

consolidatedgwith other Nichiren sects as the government had

ordered, and were openly defying National Shinto rules regard-

1ng rellglous behavior.6 This .could only be construed as open.

defiance of the emperor.

Soka Gakkai had expanded to a membershlp of about

-

3, 000 in those days of strict natipnal reglmentation but the

‘arrest and consequent imprisconment of Maklguchi, Toda and

b

vtwenty -one other leading. members effectlvely ended Soka Gakkai

v

for the time being. On Novembe e

2 at the age of

5Brannen, Soka Gakkal, Pp. 7475,
6

.r.n.. o

H. Neill McFarland ' The’ Rush Hour of - the Gods (New York:

. The MacMillan Company , 1967), p. 197, (Hereinafter referred to
' as Rush Hour of the Gods). : o .
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Sﬁgamo Prison., Due to his advanced years, he could not with-

stand the severe conditions of prison, which were much worse

“

than the nearly 1ntolerable conditions on the outside. -Toda

~and a few other followers stayed in prison untll 1945 rather

than’ renounoe thelr bellefs. - o . ’ o -

Soka Gakkai: Phase II

On July 3, 1945, Josei Toda was released from prison

after serving. two years of his fiveéyear-sentenoe;f'Toda's
Yo . v

‘ experlence in prison had also been one of much sufferlng,

1noludfhg (it is reported) malnutrltlon, tubercu1031s‘ asthma;

'heart trouble, dlabetes, hemorrhoids and rheumatlsm.7 w?e81des

. 3

breaklng him physically, his imprisonment and the war had
destroyed himdfinanclally; Yet, Toda, perhaps because of his

rellglous oonv1ctlons, seems to have been one of those rare

individuals who can prevall over advers1ty. Immedlately after

‘ h;s release, he set ‘to Work resurreotlng the Gakkai movement,

hav1ng apparently made a vow to donso ‘upon hearlng of the

-death of Maklguchl, and- perhaps sen81ng that the end of a .

~ (.

demorallzlng war was a most opportune tlme. By 1951, the

dlffloultles that had beset h1m in his effort to make Nichiren

e

7

Daisaku Ikeda, The Human Revolutlon, 4 Vols. (Tokyo.
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Bnodhiem_g vieble“religion. | ‘ |
Makiguchl eeeme to hame been primarily inrerested in
educational theories and the learning experience, but_his tiesu
with Nichiren Shoshu gave his study group, gm{ later the
'.,organization, a definitely religious cast. Eren in the
firet“aopempf at organigatioﬁ, the“organizational drive .
per se eeems to have come.from Toda., Toda, the rather
evangelioal organizing.genius, was to Makiguchi;.phe rather
"specnIative echolar,'as the political organizer Stalin wae'
to«&he more phllosophlcal and cosmopolitan Lenin, and as.. .,
the polltlclan—general Chiang Kai-shek was to the more
phllosophloal and cosmopolitan Sun Yat(sen;v He was t e
successor who, though somewhat stilted in outlook, tied the
1oose ends together‘and deveioped¥é funcfioning~organization.
ﬁerern oneucan"probébly‘find the clue as to the difference in ._ .
» character of the pre-war and\post—war organizations.

Josel Toda was a master at the manlpulatlon of

symbols, at tlmlng his actlons and sen31ng the rlght approach

L S e e

}:ﬂf R to take when deallng with each 1nd1v1dua1 or group. Take, for

example, hlS glven name. ‘As a; s name had been Jinichi.8

Before the War, for whetever reason, i syas ohanged to Jogal |

S Lot

but after Maklguchi dled and Toda had been released from

I 3

R

8Clark B Offner and Henry Van Straelen, Modern Japanese

'ell

glons (New York Twayne Publlshers, Inc., 1963), p..101.
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pfison, hefchanged it.to Josei.? Jo means castle in Japanese,
but sei means sage orT holy man, It is the same character that
is used to refer to "Saint" Nichiren, the "Holy" Bible“and,
interestingly enouéh also the character used,in Seikyo
Shlmbun L§e1kyo Newspapei] which became the offloial organ
of the organlzatlon. Seikyo might mean the "holy teaohlngs"
or it might mean the teachihgs of the "holy one" or the
"wise one."' For the establlshment of legltlmacy and for
»effectife_assoolatlon,»such a-;aﬁe could be very convenient.
=" Since Japan had sufferedzdefeat Toda could“also‘pbint ‘
to Maklguchl as a martyr who had died 1nfprison for oppos1ng
the war. The idea of a martyr was very appealing to some
people who by that time had come to belieye that the natlon
had been mlslead by "evil" mllltary men and "evil" philosophies. ~
- Jose1 Toda could effectlvely use the symbols of hope-
provided by Nich1ren~to make appeals to people in a war-torn
and demorallzed society, and as a«leader ‘he was orlented

» wea

toward the evangelical approao% as opposed to a 1og10 and
- 'persuas1on approach that a democratlcrsoolallst mlght pursue,

It is not the 1ntention to imp 1:J{xda was not a believer:

or that he oonsclously manlpulated people* for his Whole later

llfe 1s a testament of his belief. Any manlpulatlon seems to

-

' have come about through a s1xth sense or pncanny talent for

91keda, The Human Revolution, I, 95.
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charismat;gwleadershlp ‘and skillful organlzatlon. Joseli Toda

laid the groundwork for an extremely tight-knit orgsnizational

structure that is apparently the envy of many groups'in;Japan

. today. He also 1n1t1ated Soka Gakkal's basic thrust toward

the goal of:total involvement for the 1nd1v1dua1,' Flnally, ‘
in Toda, Makignchi'siviews and Nichiren Buddhism were fused
in the manner that has become the basic philosophy of the

Gakkei‘membership.

LN
Under Toda, Makiguchi's ideas were subordinated to

Nichizeh's teachings. The creation of value and “the- search . .

for happiness were still the objectives, but the means had
: ' f | A
changed. Worship of the Gohonzon and active service f;%ﬁthe'

.movement automatically created values and.brought a realization

of happiness for the individual.

The Tormaiwreofganization of Soka Gakkai took'place'on

«

-Nay 3, 1951, with Toda named the second president of the
"group;f‘A£>%hat time there were already approximately 5,000

" members of Soka Gakkal, and Toda vowed that there ‘Would be a .

¥

) membershlp of 750, 000 famlly unlts (households rather than

1nd1v1duals belng the oommon unlﬁ ement in. Japan)

‘A"kﬁ,l

-

before h1s death

Toda s 1eadersh1p style and demeanor'seemnto have been

-

A.patterned somewhat after Niohlren hlmself. Bather authorltarlan

ol

‘Hand aggres31ve, Toda nonetheless had a sense of compassion

= comblned w1th a determlned splrlt that found 1ts way into the

- e



" on this process had'been extremely sucdeSSful-Qwith the, help,

e

'\.“
~each believer must go out and conv;nce others, Toda's stress

, oo o ORI

mlnds and—hearts of others and motlvated them to greater

heights. The small membershlp expanded geometrloally and
with this expansion flowered Toda's impressive organlzat1onal
structure; In March 1958 at the dedlcatlon of Soka Gakkal 's ’

flrst major construction project the - Great Lecture Hall at

Talseklji, it Was announced that 1ndeed there were now‘

750 OOO households.(approximately one. and one-half million
persons) hav1ng membershlp in Soka Gakkai-, Most*of the people:
had been made aware of and con;erted to'Soka Gakkail through a’
hlgﬁupressure technlque called shakubuku llterally "subdue .

the w1ll." Flrst introduced by Salnt N%chlren, ‘who- h&}d that

of course, of the post-war Japanese econonic and social

_ problems. Shortly thereafter, on Aprll 1 1958, Toda passed

The speculators were to have second thougm

fshlp 1n the next two years desplte the fact that 1t had no .

aWay and was. mourned by hundreds of thousands, including a

RS

few p011t101ans seeklng the votea of” Toda s followers.

After Toda's death there was speculatlon that the

:Acharlsmatlc leadershlp of Toda had been the key to the Gakkal o

——

organlzatlon, and that the movvmentjfﬂ: g soon begln-to crumble.
for Soka Gakka1

not only dld not fall apart but it nearly doubled 1ts member-

formal 1eader. The Gakkal organlzatlon and the beliefs seemed
to be self perpetuatlng. ”4.~ L f}';‘fr,' : _ "bc

LA
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'favored Seinenbu or youth group.

Soka Gakkai: Phase III * : 1

»

Oné writer, McFarland, feels that the "authoritarian’

o 20 .,
character of [@oda'é] 1eadershib" precipitated a tempbrary‘
crisis among the remaining 1eaders-.10 Perhaps there was a
minor power struggle, but, with the exception of the *
appearance of a few minor factions and spllnter groups, the
organization prospered, and in 1960 thirty-two year old .
Daisaku_Ikeda‘was appointed president by the exeoutive board .
of Sokaldakkai} “Ag Toda had been Maklgucgg 's closest: dlSClple, -
o

Ikeda had been Toda's close disciple and ‘right-arm man. Tkeda

4

had bekn particularly important~as director of Toda's much- .

{ } 2

LN

'Daisaku Ikeda brought to Soka Gakkai & new “type of
1eadershi§. Contrary to the prevalent leadership pattern in
Japan, based on age or seniority,clkeda gives to the group a
sense of youthful dynamism and energy. Whereas Toda was
rather sfefn'and authoritarian;‘Ikeda-appears.more as the
personable bus1nessman, with aﬁdeep concern that “the image of

‘Soka Gakkal be progress1ve “but not overbearlng and fanatlcal.

Although held in awe by many G-g="*

5ﬁ§fs’ ' Ikeda dlsnourages
the use . of the honorlflc term Sense1 (te#p er) and asks that
the term be applled only to Maklguchl and Toda. Apparently,

Ikeda wants” to be cons1dered as a regular member who Just P

E Y

10

McFarland,_Rush Hour of the Gods, p. 200.

ey
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happehS'tofhgvehbeen given a major-leadership role in
CSoke Gakkai, but isinot neceSSarily superrcr to any'other
_member. | | )
As spokesmenmfor Soka Gakkai, Ikeda is in a tremend-
ousiy influential position, of which he is weli aWare,.but he:
seems to-use tact and discretion in his statements and
actions. As é philosopher, he lacks a certainldepth of 1ogic~
_and 11ke Toda, tends toward over-81mp11flcatlon of hlghly
fcpmplex phllosophlcal and doctrlnal ‘issues., Yet, his word is
f/unquesyaoned by .the membership.
. Ikeda has been the leader during the group's greatest
.Vperiod of expansion. Although many quest&ong are raisggkas
to the accuracy of the figures, by 1968, Soka Gakka1 was
_clalmlng fifteen mllllon members or somewhat over six million
fam;ly units in Japan. Not only has the group been aggressive
in Japan, but after Ikeda took over,. Soka Gakkal carried its
- proselytfné activities abroad. By 1969 it was reported that
' Nlchlren Shoshu Sokagakkal was clalming 175 000 -mexbers in

.::3‘,;;,/ the 'United StateS- alone.ll Probably another 100,000 to

N

outheast Asia,

WA

‘elyting effort

150, OOO members -are scattered th

Latln Amerlca and Europe. ~The forelgn p

usually beglns among the Japanese living in each country, often

-,

) hav1ng the appeal of dlrect ties to the homeland but there is

Twe e

htllTime, Jenuary 17,.1969, p. 51.

N
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an increasingly 1arée number of nationals in each couﬁtry

that are affiliating with Soka Gakkai,

- Not only has Soka Gakkai expanded in terms of numbers,

but it has also expanded in its scope of -involvement. For

example, the basic Gakkai education and study progrém involves

nearl& every member in a graduated process of learning the

"> various works of Nichiren and other religious authorities,

1nolud1ng the "correct" meaning of each tenet of doctrine.
Aldlng this educatlonal process is a 1arge number of offlclal
publigations to which each member has access..

There is also 'a stress on physical fitness end

athletic prowess, and fhe Gakkal program(endéurages tﬁgﬁ

) partlcipatlon of the membership at many 1evels. The most

spéctacular Gakkai sports productlon was held in Tokyo in -

1964 and was referred to as the "Soka Gakkai Olympics" since -
it was steged immediately after the Tokyo Olympics. Approxi-
matelysz.de meﬁbers participated'before an audi;hce of over

100,000 persons, whlch included national pollticar'leaders

¥
and forelgn dlgnitarles. Each year there are several regional

and hationaiffestivals that str tic Skills and

culturaf‘adﬁivities. - .

' In the realm of cultural activities Soka Gakkai has

-

been very actlve. For example, 1t has created the Democratlc

-,

Mu51c A83001at10n (Mln-On) Ehat“sponsors mu31cal training '

~and membership particiﬁatlon events -as well as national

ey
4



_ cultural exhibitions'such as the Glen Miller Orchestra,

23

Arthur Fiedler, Mltch Miller and hi's band and numerous other
Japanese and forelgn artists and groups. The group has , i:‘

established a Fine Arts Department which encourages and promotes

tralnlng in the fine arts, including both Western,and Eastern
_ schools. One assoclatlon, the Asian Peoples" Associatlon,
arranges‘for.cultural exchanges between Japan and other A81anf

~rcountr1es, -and--the Gakka1 Institute-of -Asian Culture isc

de51gned to encourage research into all: phases of Asian culture o

andezlv1llzat10n. There is also a Democratlc Drama Assoclatlon

(Mln-En) and the Fuji Symphonlc Orchestra, both of whlch 3
3 < v
present regular publlc entertalnment. #%ﬁ

Besides the above there are riumerous less.spectacular

[

group activities oriented toward local membership, such as
seW1ng socleties, 51ng1ng clubs and judo clubs, that may or’
- _may not be afflllated w1th the central cultural bureau or one

of” the cultural assoclatlons. One can readily see that Soka
Gakka1 places great stress on the development of™ the inleldual
, o ¥
Rt B 4} a cultural and educatlonal sense, and perhaps it is Wlthin

The Gakkal stress on research and cultural 1nst1tutes

el Y
RN

and a35001atlons, coupled Wlth thelr bellef that the major »
phllosophles an& rellglons are barren because they are not

based on True Buddhlsm, makes 1t seem almost 1nevitable that




they . would _want to establish their own school system. Although

24

their effdrps in this direotionvare still somewhat iimited,

they have taken steps that indicate a future. trend. On )

,April 8, ’1968 Soka Gakkal founded Soka, Junior High Schooil

and Soka Senlor High School at Kodaira 1in Tokyo.lz- Furthermore,

on Aprll 2 1969, construction began on Soka University Whioh

will open 1ts doors in 1971.13 It is intended that thls

school will be a fully functlonlng and complete.- unlversity by
14

1979, rlvalllng the maaor unlver31t1es of the world

wsAnother significant area .of expan31on has been in the

‘ constructlon of new buildings. 'Perhaps this is. becaﬁse
: RS
_buildings are highly visible and make an gmmediate and poperful-

_1mpress1on on both members and outside observers. Whatever the

reasons may have been, 'starting with the Grand Lecture Hall
in 1958, Soka Gakkai_has constructed numerous temples, local

cultural centers and halls, a new headquarters building in

1963, ‘the multi-million dollar Grand Reception Hall in 1964,

and many other buildings. In 1972 Soka Gakka1 intends to

¥
complete the Maln Temple at‘Talseklgl (1n preparatlon for the

12Dalsaku Ikeda, Youth, Let's Advance Towards a New Dav

" [[Tokyo: Seikyo Press, 1938| s P~ 6.

” 131b1d. wt._, v L PR - 7 e e
lLp‘l‘he Nichiren Shoshu Sokagakkal (Tokyo' Seikyo Press,

’1966)3 b-. 155

PRSI
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' expense of seven billion yen or approx1mately nineteen milllon;‘.o.
dollars.»5 As in the case of the Grand Receptlon Hall, which
cost approximately three million dollars to erect, Soka Gakkai

. sponsored a_four—day fund raising drive for the Main”Temple.

In both cases the subscriptions exceeded the projected costs .
b& several‘times. In_fact, in the case of the Main Temtle,
' the four-day campaign was held in the fall .of 1965 and “_
" ' approx1mately one hundred-mllllon dollars were. subscribed.l6
.-It should also be pointed out that ‘be81des purchas1ng property
rnﬂother countries, Soka Gakkal has also constructed at, least |
one_temple abroad, located at Etiwanda, Cal;fornla.‘ All of
these buildings seem to combine various briental ag%hitectural"
themes with modern functional materials and structural plans.
They are at once both aesthetic.and practical}

"‘* | ‘Given the Gakkai preoccupation with the totality of

society and more particularly their stated ends of realizing

a state operatlng on Buddhist prlnciples, it was 1nev1tab1e

‘that Soka Gakkai should- become 1nvolved in polltlcs. At a

: %
e -'tlme in hlstory when many phllosophles advocatlng radical

- -

change are -in vogue, many phidf

Al

15‘)'on Yamashlta, "Some Notes on Komelto " (Some statistics ™ ‘
and information provided for ‘the writér) p. 3 (Herelnafter referred
to as "Notes") :

'16
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of revolution, usually violent. Although Nichiren's doctrines

26

. and admonitions advocate radical change, Soka Gakkal has
- repudiated violent,social revolution”and by implioation-of

) ~their polltioal activities so far, they appear to belleve that

the change they de31re can be brought about through establlshed
political ‘channels supported bty their own "apolltlcal“
proselyting and educational efforts.

Their flrst polltlcal venture was in 1955, when a
L 2R -

limited number of Soka Gakkai members, running on independent

ticketé, enteredwinto prefeotural‘and local elections., The -

&

next year three Gakkai members ran as independents and%uere
s R

elected to the House of Counciilors, the upper house of ¢

Japan's two-house parliament Fram ‘that time until the

present, as the membershlp has grown, Soka Gakkal has spon- ..

sored more. and more oandldates and most of these candldates .

have been elected.

K The initial political act1v1t1es were coordlnated by

e

Soka Gakkal s Cultural Bureau, but in 1960 a polltlcal

-~

organlzatlon oalled the Kome1 Seljl Renmel (League for Clean

and Falr Politics) and shorteneruo- ité{xgn, was organized.

y - -

Koselren took over the polltioal act1v1t15“‘;nd coordinated .

V.

eleotlon aotlvities and policy,
- In the 1959 natlona} election for,the House of

Counicillors, six additional Gakkai members were elected,

:making.ahtotal of nine in that house. These nine Counoiilors

.

)



fi:called themselves the Komelkal (Clean Government A35001at10n)'”

v}which meant in practlce that nlne 1ndependent Counc1llors;g; At

llffhad formed a commlttee for bargalning and negotlatlng With

'"ﬁﬁother partles and factlons 1n the upper house. H*rﬁ5;~f°fﬂf ¢
:‘ | In the.l962 House of Councillofs'electlons,vn1ne

‘Aﬁll;t:Gakkal coun01llors were elected,-lncludlng the Te- electlon flf,”fﬁf};v

s'of Gakkal personnel to the three seats flrst secured 1n 1956

: “thy March 1964 Soka Gakkal could clalm 15 seatS"in the House
: R >
t,of Counclllors, 55 1n metropolltan and prefeotural seats, 913

vlﬂﬁrepréséntatlves 1n clty and ward assemblles and 188 members <

Vl?holdlng town and village assembly seats.' ThlS made a total SR S
Gt 3 Qﬁ S

of l 171 elected Soka Gakkal represerltatlves at all levels S
fidfln Japan.; On thls bas1s, Soka Gakkal clalmed to be the o

;ff;thlrd largest "party"”ln Japan, though stlll much smaller

1n'terms of total support than the L15eraI"Démocratlc Party

and the Japan'Soclallst Party.. However, Koselrenrwas‘not_,_f,;u” ,“nw

: vzfltechnlcally a Party- ?,;\;;"'°M7e;' ﬁf e

-

S Slnce Soka Gakkal Was a- rel1g10us movement there ;

was also the pecul&ar problem ‘that thelr pol1tlcal actlvitles

l’§~m1ght be in confllct W1th the C“lflfw

'{”f%by*no means the only person ralsing thexq‘i tlon, K1yoak1 Murata, ]Ht

-~‘;Ed1tor of the Japan Tlmes and personally acqualnted With many
‘L“Thﬂﬁ's”‘- 7Nlchlren Shoshu Sokagakkal‘j'64 Shashlnshu [1964

PlctorlaI] (Tokyo Selkyo Press, 1964), p. 80

.r‘:’“
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Gakkai leaders and politicians, noted and pointed out in 1964

28

that Article 20 of the Constitution states that "Freedom of

religion is guaranteed to all. No religious’ organlzatlon

shall receive any privileges from the State nor exercise any
e ‘ ’ :
political'authority."18 The Article was originally intended

as a measure against the resurgence of State Sﬁintoism, but
as Murata pointed out, the phrase, "No religious. organization -
shall...exerclse any political authority...." raised at least
an academlc question as to whet;er or net this applied to a
lay ré&¥igious organlzatlon such as Soka Gakkai. 19 ‘Given its -«
goals, it is quite probable that the implicat;bn of the
Constitutional ﬁrohibition must have beenfrat%er unoomfof%able
faor Soka Gakkai: Itfeeems conceivable that the Gakkal leader-
ship believed that they could ebserve the letter of the iaw

by establishing aﬁ “auﬁonoﬁous" political party. It is also
qguite probable that there was some hope that an "independent"
‘party~ebaid-araw.voting support fr&m a wider clientele than

v

the Gakkai‘membership. Furthermore, there appears to have

~

been some genulne Sentlment and de81re among the Gakkal

-

'membershlp for a "Buddhist politi=

1964, the Clean

i

For whatever reasons, on November

-

18Post-‘war Constltutlon of Japan, Arficle 20, quoted
in Kiyoaki Murata, "Religion and Government," Japan Timesy

“June 6, 1964, p. k.

”"wlgibid.

o>
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- As to the question of religion-oriented parties, he observes

o _ 4 - . " T

' Government Party was inaugurateqem{a'separate" political

unit, but one that officially subscribed to the bas1o ' o~

philosophy of Nichiren Shoshu Soka Gakkal. As thls party f%

" observed in greater depth, one soon realizes that the separatlon;

of Komeito from Soka Gakkai is merely a faoade,lahd even today,
the Clean Government Party can hardly beé céalled morelthan ‘the
"political arm" of Soka Gakkai., President Ikeda does not

deny thls faot and 81mply p01nts out that polltloal partles

are often tled to mother organlzatlons. For example, he has
said fﬁat the Soclallst Party of Japan is tled to’ Sohyo, & *
major Japanese labor union federatlon, an that the De@poratic
Socialist Party is assoolated W1th Domei, another laborwanlon
federation. Even the leeral Democratic BParty is closely '

affiliated with large bus;ness and commercial interests.20

b

that in Europe there -are parties that are “apparently"

afflllated Wlth religious groups e, g., the Christian Demoorats

PLN

21

'i;n Germany and Italy. ' Flnalqy, Tkeda has declared that

Soka Gakkai}s purposes are rellglous and oriented toward

e

‘nd1v1dual happlness whereas Kuueltfy‘\en poses are political

For example see: Overseas Bureau, Sokagakkal "Sokagakkail -

vﬂand Komeito" (This is the Sokagakkal, ser&es 6, Tokyo. Seikyo . . s

Press, 1964), pp. 4 -6.

v g e P,

'"'Complete“Works of'Dalsaku Tieda (Tokyo Seikyo Press,

[}9677), p._146 (Hereafter cited as Complete Works) s




ano concefnéd.%itn;the publio\welfare;‘henoe, their. . interests
and orientations are not in conflict.Z? |
The above summary of Soka Gakkal is limited and some-
- what sketchy, but it should give the readér some 1dea of' the
‘scope, flavor and thrust of this movement Slnoe the’ major
concern herein is,wfth the political dimension of the movement,

the follow1ng chapters will focus on the various components of -

thls dlmens1on.f It is within the party 1eadersh1p that one.

‘can best observe the nature of the ties between party and
’ rellg{gus organlzatlon, and therefore it is the leadership that

this Writer‘proposes to analyze first.

o

"
i Y

B

\\ .

T i3 e UL NI T S U

ifZZderseas Bureau, Sokagakkaf;,Sokagakkai and~Komeito, p..6.

[ Y » ‘ ‘i"' .
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. made up of 467 representatives,sgfec’

H‘langqage sources], Komeito (Tokyo: Sekkasha, 1968),.p. 1lk.

CHAPTER- IT

PARTY ORGANIZATION AND ILEADERSHIP

0
Y

After the party was inaugurated in November, 1964,

the first Komeito activity was to prepare,fof the 1965 House

of Counoillors election. Six of the fifteen incumbents in

the upper house (House of Councillors) had: to stand for
: . - . b I - >
re-election, and it was decided to increase the number of

candf@ites to fourteen. Of these fourteen, eleven were

subsequently elected, increasing Komeito's representation to
f i F

"'fv"'

twenty of the 250 seats. ) it

In 1967 the party entered candidates in a House of
Representatives election for the first time.t Twenty-five
out- of the thirty-fwo.canaidates won their seats, and each of
the seven who failed.had polled the highest number of votes

of tﬁé"losing candidates in his rgspective district.>

PESWN

” _— | E
e of Representatives, is

_ g frrom 117 electoral dis-
tricts. - Each district has from 3 to®5 I¥présentatives, but each
voter can only vote for oné candidate. e House of Councillors
has 250 members, of which 100 are elected oni.a national slate,

17apan's lower house,-the Hg

" and 150 are elected.in the prefecture--the number in each pre-
- fecture varying with the size of population. . Half of this house
- ig elected every three years and in each glection &a voter.can

vote for one national candidate @and one prefectural candidate. ' -
zHiSashi Nishijima, [J--will be used to denote Japanese

f .

B ot I
J .

b
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.are- today.

32

In the 1968 upper house election, Komeito ran fourteen

candidates, including nine incumbents, of which thirteen were

elected, increasing Komeito's upper house representation to

~twenty-four.3 Therefore, at present Komeito holds & comBined

total of'forty-nine seats. in Japan's two house Diet, maﬁing
them -the number three party,'just ahead of the Democratic .
Secialists who hold forty-one Diet seats.

The party has also been active in prefectural and r
Iooaliassembly elections. Since.1965, there has been an

incré&@ingly large number of Komeito candidates elected to .

" office-at these levels, As the party representation has

. . f 3
increased, the party structure has been established, a;hﬁ

although some of the'speoifics are subject to change, the

ma jor structural outlinesrwill probably remain as they

-

Party Organlzatlon

= The theoretlcal source of Komelto s power and authorlty

'1s the Nat10na1 Party Convention (see Figure 1, page 33).

e
Startlng w1th the Inaugural Conventlon in 1964 the party has

the seventh and most

P

22, 1969.“ The

met once or twioe each year in

recent hav1ng been held an~ January 21 and

3Japanese Consulate General of New York, Japan News,

August 1968, p. 7. . | o o
) 4Komelto, Maln Program and Action Pollcy for 1969, o
Press release:of January 22, 1969 (Herelnafter referred to as
, Maln Program) o, ) .
-, - * ) - “r
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floor.

. ohannels for the rank "and file to have any

/
party convention bringsloogether ?he Komeito representatives‘
at each level of governmeht, the active staff, and some Soka
Gakkai leaders not on the party roster, and any-other pefsons
that‘the,parﬁy leaders may invite. | ¥
h /rl'Onoe the convention is in session, it becoﬁes qﬁite
clear that party authority does not come from the rank and

file, but rather from the leaders. In the course of giving

their-convention speeches, party. leaders present the new party
. Y e, .

»

l policies and any new oahdidates that may heve been selected.

The réﬁﬁland file serve merely as a sounding boardiana Torum -

for official statements. Their role seems to be one of

1 £z
2 "L“x

responding to their leaders' proposals with great enthusfasm,
and if a vote is requested the vote is.usually. taken orally
and is always unanlmous in the affirmative. There is no

debate and only 1nfrequently are questions received from the

%

“~

All Soka Gekkai meetings are carefully organlzed and

PN

controlled the party oonventlookls no exceptlon. The polloy-

w

maklng and candldate selectlon processes are completed by

the 1eaders before the conventlo A _ere are no establlshed

~" -

L,rect influence

V.

-

op‘these dééisxons.--The party oonventlon mey function as a
contributor to group or party solidarity but, déSpipe';ts o
veura of legitimacy and the Komeito rhetoric and party charts,

it is not the source of authority for the party. - -

. s
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Looking at the party leadership, one finds that
Komeito has no party president per se although the chairman

of the Party Central Staff Committee, Takeiri, assumes the

.role of party spokesman and convention leader. It is within

the Central Staff Committee that most of the partyipolicies
are formulated ‘and this committee also plays a major role p
in the selectlon of party candidates. Party Secretary ~General
Jun ya Yano has stated that since Komeito is a small party,
there 1s nobd need for dlscuss10nﬁand debate at the Nat1onal
Party“@énventlon.” He p01nts out -that discussion and mutual. |
consultatlon take place dally between party leaders, and
thereby 1mp11es that the major de01s1on-m;krng autnor1§?

resides. at the party's center, i.e., with the Party Central ™

.Staff Committee and tnepKomeitc_members holding seats in the

National Diet.” -

Before focusingvon the Central Staff Committee, it

-

" should be p01nted out that other maJor Japanese parties are

also concentrated at the national level Wlth partlcularly

o
close tles to their Natlonal Diet personnel This phenomenon

= polltlcal policy, and thls can be done most effectlvely in

"

-"the parllament by the party s representatlves. Frequently the

Twe

l#.5Nishijima, Komeito, p. 155.ef S .

e
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-'two Vloerchalrmen, ‘the secretary- general,;the four vice

5

party head will also be a member of parllament and 1S

36

therefore 1n a p081tion to coordlnate his party's pOllCleS

.and activities both within and without the parliament. -

Contributing to the tendency for parties in Japan
to.be rather top heavy and centrally controlled ié the fact
that party affiliation and registration are not prerequisites
for voting. ThlS results in a situation where parties are
rather 1neffectua1 in establlshing "grass roots" organ-
1zatlone. T \

=’ The differenoe between a Komeito party cohvention-'
and the party conventions for the other major parties %g that
the Liberal Democratic Party, the Japan Sooiélist Party%?nd
the Democratic Socieiist Party all permit both debate on

policy and the electlon of party leaders. Oocasionally,

many of the dlsagreements and organizational problems can be

" warked out before their party convention, so that even the

| leeral Democrats may 1nfrequently .appear to have a closed

conventlon- but this is st1ll quite dlfferent from the systen.
& N

of rule—from—the top that prevails 1n Komelto.

v

of whloh the most 1mportant are the committee chairmen, the

xr

_ secretary-generals and the party councillor, who act

-collectively as the permanent exeoutive for the party.

.

iy
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Stemming from the Central Staf'f Commlttee 1s the 1argest

Komeito bureau,6 the Polloy Bureau, whlch is in turn sSub-
divided into siifstandlng committees, including diplomacy
s(foreign affairs);‘sdminisfration; economic affairs, education,
-SOOial-labor (social'is msed to mean public welfafe) and land
developmenf (which is a catchall committee)., Under each
committee there are from two to four related subcommittees.
The gureau director and all but one of the committee chairmen
are members of the Central Stagy-éommit;ee, and virtuvally all
of th&“subcommittee chairmen are‘members_of the D%et} The " -
function of this Bureau is to investigate_problems within the
reaim of each committee or subcommittee and make reportS%and

policy reoommendatioms to the.Central Staff,Committee. The

- Below the Central Staff Committee is the General

Conventlon for Both Houses. This is simply a formal meeting

'A.of the entlre Komelto Diet representatlon that takes place at

N

-speclfled tlmes, but has no fogmal powers, ,S;noe approx1metely
e e P . ’

LN . ~

half‘of the Komeito councillors and representatives are-also

-

members of the Central Staff ComeffFtteghZthe General Convention

ot
- —

"

3
-6
kY

There seems‘fo “be a-conflict between two "official"

' ;party organization: ‘charts. One indicates Jfhat the Policy Bureau

‘is under the office of the Secretary-General and. the othéf ties -
this bureau to the Central Staff Committee. The bureau's nature
- “and function seem to indicate that the second chart (Figure 1,
*“‘page 33) is closer %o reallty. — . - :

P
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.for Both Houses i's rather meaningless at this time in

38

history.
° The party Secretariat is the administrative unit
f which has the respons1b111ty for seeing thauiparty pollcy is
carried out, and for coordinating party actfv1t}es at all —
'1eveis. It is directly responsible to the Central Stéff

Committee, and is in charge of the party membership organ- .

1zatlon, the party activities and affairs .at the- reglonal

_and looal assembly levels, and the ‘various party bureaus that
servesfss public Telations,. public information, and party. .. .

.

. . research-units.7 The regular party‘membership structure, the
regional and local assembly party struogurej and.the ggrty
_bureaus are all 1nterrelated but, as can be seen on Figure 1,
page 33, each is nonetheless dlrectly under the authority of
the Secretariat.’
. | Most of the party bureaus are categorized into
specificmareas of concern whichwcorrelate with the partyv
"Policy Bureau committees, or in some cases, subcoﬁhittees.

o o
e 'Nearly all bureau dlrectors are also Dlet members and in some |

alrman of the related

cases they may serve s1mu1taneo

—_ 1

Policy . Bureau committeé& or-subcommlttee. ' parently, all

\ .

s . ?Pollcy Bureauy Komelto, The Komeito: Clean Government
LT artx (Tokyo: Komei Press, n.d. ), PP. 12 14 (Herelnafter referred
"~ to as The Komelto) S _ Tl

FRE 8ThlS can be seen by the 51m11ar1ty of committee and
- ,»_'_bureau, 't_litles in Figure 1, p. 33 R . -

\v ‘g |
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bureau directors ehd viee-directors are at leaet members of
the related Policy Bureau committees. 'This_relationship permits

the Policy Bureau to use a party bureau as a sounding beard

_and. enables a committee to direct the staff of the related

bureau to investigate specific problems or areas of 1nterest
and prov1de data for -future commlttee recommendatlons.

Three party bureaus ‘do not fit the above pattern and
are de51gnated speciflcally as Youth Bureau, Women's Bureau'

Q‘.

and Students' Bureau. Thelr.exact functlons are not clear,

-

but ik~Addition to being concerned with the problems-and - - .
interests of youth, women and students, they seem te be)
important forilinking the Youth Division,rStddents‘ Dii?ﬁion
and Women's Division of Soka Gakkai to Komeito activities.
Forrexaﬁple, Yasu Kashiwabara, the only Komeito female. member

of the Diet, is the director of the party's Women's B@reau.A

It so happens that she is also president of the Women's Division

| in‘Soke'Gakkai. Similar ties eXist between the party's Youth

and Students' Bureaus and Soka Gakkai's Youth and Students'
o
D1v151ons. Soka Gakkai, and hence Komelto, has long reallzed

-

'Q;QQ;aziy students, and

has therefore sought*to “harthess thls enerfa.and make it a

the v1ta11ty and energy of youth,

"propelllng force in the movement 2 The Students' Bureau in

L -

9For examples see Joseil Toda, Lectures on Buddhlsm,
(Tokyo. ‘Seikyo Press, 1961), p. 152, and Daisaku lkeda, "A Pro-

_posal on the China Issue," Economic Salon, January, 1969, p. 32.
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- apparently oriented”toward'"big" business and industry

s 40

.partioular seems'éesigned to serve that purpose.

" One .final-point should be noted sbout the bureaus.

Although there is a Policy‘ﬁureau subcommittee which_is;

9
2 .

‘”(called the Industrial Subcommittee), there is no’party

bureau "set up to operate in this area. There is, however,:

a Small-MediumAEnterprises'Bureaul This seems to indicate

-twOAthings.' First, that one of the major-bureau functions -

o
is to Work with and elicit support from those groups in

soclé&f most 11kely to affiliate with Soka Gakkal and - s
Komeito, and second, that there is very llttle support from

' r 3
the big business and managerial class in general. Bu81ﬂess

seems to believe that its interests are best.fnrthered through

the Liberal Democratic Party, and Komeito apparently does not

'~ expect this to ohange in the immediate future.

. In summlng up,. 1t is ‘quite apparent that Komeito is

'shlghly centrallzed and that nearly.all aspects of party- -

' pollcy, organizatlon and leadership are determlned by the ;

ok v

'Central Staff Commlttee. The most 1mportant members of this

-

”“oommlttee, the permanent execut'v'**'iqu e chalrman, Vvice-

s SR -

chalrmen, secretary general vice seoreta“;-generals and the

‘party coun01llor. Thls executlve meets frequently on an

Lt

-'1nformal bas1s, and together they coordlnate party act1v1ties

K

B and glve leadership to the Central Staff Commlttee and the -

“’iffxparty:asfa“wh°1e' Therefore, even though it can be sald that

A



_ b1
party authprity emanates'from;the‘Central Staff Committee, |

this must be qualified to recognize the predominantibosition

of the permanent executive,

‘The Party Leadership N

The party leaders, members of the CentralfStaff

Commlttee and other Nat10na1 Diet members, represent a rather

broad sweep of Japanese socrety. In fact, at first glance,

: agggp the .only thing they.seem to have -in common is member-

o, - - ‘ A

= . . : LR . . N -
ship and a background of rather extensive 'service 'in the-

"Soka Ggkkai organization. Before looking at their Gakkal

positiqns; a consideration of the other, more varied'features,
' 10 (i &

will be informative. 7

S A —

~Looking flrst at age, in 1968 ohe finds that the average

age of the twenty-five lower house Dlet members was 42, the

oldest being 63, the youngest 33, and only two over 50. This -

would seem to indicate a stress on youthful leaders, and that

'perhaps Gakkai members .as a whole are relatlvely younger

persons. The selectlon of youthful leaders is somewhat contrary

to - the tradltlonal Japanese vafne system, whlch generally

S s

10,

ThlS blographlcal data has been ta prlmarlly from-

biographlcal sketches in. Nishijima, Komeito; Hiroi Takase, %iJ];
n

Daisan -Bummei No Shukyo. .[Religion of the Thlrd Civilizatio

* " {Tokyo: Kobundo, 1962), (Hereinafter referred to.as Shukyo);
and Yamashita, “Notes." The statistics ard .the 1nterpretat10ns.‘
“are this writer's.: Most of the statistics are based on all '

45 Diet members, even though only 24 of them are members of the
~~ﬁ4Central -Starff - Committee. . _

®
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“associates wisdom and influence with age. Japanese polifical i

parties usually have a much higher.age average than'is the

case in Komeito:v In the uppeér house, as'of June, 1968, the
average age of the twenty Diet members wee'49,_or slightly
higher than wasvtrue of the lower house. The youngest

councillor was 35 (there were four) and the oldest was 78. 11

Mbegan to parsicipate in Japanese politics. In the lower house,

The average may be“lower~n0w~s1nce—three of the older~ooun01110rs;_“~_—
did not run for re-election in 1968, but even 49;isha relatively
youfhfﬁl age when it comes to Jéfénese politicians, * ~
K/ﬁn,considering the past political experiehoe of the_‘
party leadership, one finds.that there is.only one.men who

served in e_pre—war Diet. Shunpachi Hojo{(reéired'in f?%e) was

. a member of Japan's pre-World War II House of Peers. The rest

date their experience from some time since Soka Gakkai first

only 28% had no politioal experience before running for seats

in thejHoﬁséVofJRepresentatives,A,Another 32% had experience

'in city or ward assemblies, 20% had served ih prefectural

assemblies and 20% had served fﬁ assemblies at both levels.

The House of Counclllors data is based on the pre- July, -

4;41968 contingent. . Seven new councillors weze.elected in 1968,
- four additional’ coun01llors and. three replacing former

'fcounoillors, ‘Biographical data was not. 1mmediately available
’ for the new personnel., ) .

»
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'sohools, 12% in vocatlonal school,g,

"'speclal schoollng or the information was

¢

’ 43

l,

: olty or ward assemblles, 57 in a prefectural assembly, and

5% had served at both levels.

This apparent,lack of stress on previous service._

as a prerequisite for upper house candidacy has to be »

qualified by two factors: (1) several of the councillors

were elected to thk upper house in the late 50's and early .

6018, ornrightmaﬁtermSoka—Gakkaimbecamewactive.inupglltigﬁim””hm;

and thereby started out at the top; and (2). Soka. Gakkai
initially viewed the upper nouse ‘&s less political in nature
and tkérefore felt that preVioueveXPerience was not essential.,

As the number of successful candidates at lower leveis continues

- £ 3 R
to grow, previous experience will probably become a prereguisite

-

for nomination to elther house.

Although the information is sketchy, another interest-

o ing statistic is the educational backgrounds.of the party

leaders., Of the Diet members in the lower house, at least 32%
graduated)fremmuniversities (including.the_top public schools,

Tokyo and Kyoto Universities, and ‘such 1ead1ng prlvate uni-

' ver51ties as Kelo and Waseda), 12% recelved training in mllltary

o elther had no

a{t available. Among

. the upper house members, however, at 1east 557 were university

-

Agraduates, 5% military academy graduates, 20% vocational school

ke

.graduates and 20% elther had no speclal schoollng or the

informatlon was not avallable. Probably the interesting factor
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" as a background for political service.

here is the high number of university graduates. Since the

bly

Gakkai movement is at 1eaet etereotyped as appealiné'to lower
economic and social levels, one might expect to find fewer
university graduates in therleadership. There‘is still av
smaller percentage of university graduates in Komeito than
one womld find among the Liberals Democratic Diet members,

but there seems to be a growing stress on formal education

B It was found that of thgetotal Komeito Diet member-
ship, ¥8%.were born in urban areas and 62% in what might be ..
classified as rural areas. Rural was interpreted as'including
"rural" cities such as Okayama and Sapporé 1n’the iate ?%20 's

and early 1930's (or the time when most of these men were

born). A few were still residing in the place of ‘their birth,

bt most had ‘moved at some time in their life. Their'apparent'

eayly transience, contributed.to by the war, may have been one’

v ey v

'indireot factor'in their'affiliation with a movement such as

Soka Gakkal, since rootlessness sSeems to be a characterlstlo
o
of those who 1dent1fy with mass movements. Furthermore, of

re pre-war converts

e .
3. PRt}

to Soka Gakka1 and v1rtua11y all of the rﬁw_;nder had been

converted between 1947 and 1955, or during a beriod of extreme

e

'demorallzatlon and chaos in Japan. These two faotors comblned

. B3 e ke
may prov1de some 1nd10at10n as to Why some of the Dlet members

301ned Soka Gakka1 rn the flrst place.‘ A -

P
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. Looking at/the career and OCcupational backgrounds

- . _ - L5

of Komeito leaders, one finds that their careers and

‘occupations are generally among those 'associated with the_

middle'classes._ The most common backgrounds were small -3
businesses (24%); this was followed closely by those having
petty bureaucratic careers and white-collar office positions, -

in Japanese companies (18% respectlvely) Apprbximately 16%

'wwere profess1onals (4 of 7 were dentlsts), 117 had started

thelr careers w1th Soka Gakkai (usually at the Seikyo Publlsh-
ing Company), 7% did not fit in the above categorles (a pro-.
fessional athlete, a composer and a journalist) and ?%.were

'

f ; ' ‘
not recorded in the data. Many of these men s"ubsequently-*éh

.transferred to a Soka ‘Gakkai position, elther 1n the Seikyo

Publlshlng Company or some affiliated bus1ness 1nterest

~

v e

Although ~the number- ‘of people considered here i3

rather limited, there are a few generalizations that can be

made.-iThewnost salient characteristic of the Komeito leaders

4s thelr petty bourgeois backgrounds. Small busrnessmen,

o
local~bureaucrats, low and 1ntermediate level whlte collar’ offlce

pos1t10ns in large bu51nesses--th

1ca1 petty bourgeois

occupatlons.f The implication of this is i + Soka Gakkai may

" well beha lower-middle class and middle-class ﬁovement at

"
*

'least 1f their leaders are representatlve of most members. There

seems - to be a s1gn1flcant number of blue- collar famllles in

T e

: Soka Gakkal and some ‘businessmen of the large 1ndustr1a1 and
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commerciai class are reportedly members. 'These two groups;
however, are not represented amoné the party 1eaders; One .
conclusion to be drawn from this is that Koﬁeito has not as
yet become_a serioas challenge to the other Japanese partits;
rather it seems to be oriented toward a segment of the
population that does"not really fit into the groups most
commonly identified with these parties.

There are not many identifiable intellectuals among
the 1eaders, nor are there reall;“nany profess1onal men,
Japaries€’ intellectuals are, of course, often either strongly . -
ﬁ% pro-government or leftist and pro-Socialist, but one hon@ers
about the intellectnal attraction of a mov;ment like Soéﬁ%@akkai.

No conclusions can be'drawn from this small sample, and it is

true that some college professors and writers are known to

RS . L

,i_._-__,__‘__\. .

have«301ned Soka Gakkal, but very few have apparently come

to.play any maJor p011t10a1 roles,
' Taklng into cons1derat10n aLl of the above data, it

can be sald that Komeito leaders are relatlvely young and
o , N
{'f’»,thelr educat10na1 backgrounds are rather 11m1ted though a

v

grow1ng percentage have unlvers1t

One can also say

! that the maJorlty haver riral”or semi rural" ckgrounds and a
' hlstory of trans1ence, All have been long—tlme Soka Gakkal

'Jmembers, and although thelr past occupatlonal experlences vary,

X oy T

they seem to be from the middle classes, with few representatives

of thosé. groups normally associated with the Japan Socialist



; Gakkal executlve ‘board ™ prror to 1962. ‘
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and the L1bera1 Democratlc partles.'

k7

Links to Soka Gakkal

The fact that all Komeito Diet members are also.

.. Gakkai members and that oart of the.candidate selection ¥

aotually takes place within the Soka Gakkal framework
indicates that there are . close tles between the two
structures. Actually, though, this tells one little about

the nature of the ties. The manner in which Komeito is-.

Q—‘ »

_,bound to Soka Gakkai Is similar to the situation one flnds

in aehrtel, i, e., the top leaders control several organl-m .

zations by sitting on the board of directors of eaoh ‘This
phenomenon, usually called an "1nterlock2ng'Elrectorafgﬁ"
enables the leadership to manipulate the»affa}rs of;each
structure in such a manner as'to realize their overall goals.
. . In éoka"Gakkai and Komeito there are several levels
-on- which this overlapplng takes place. For example, virtually

every Komelto holder of a Diet seat is simultaneously a member

‘of the executlve board of Soka Gakkal, and a Survey by the
&

“‘wrlter revealed that at 1east elghteen members of Komeito's

thlrty-man Central Staff Commlt ld pos1tions on the

To better understand these rather 1nt1mate tles, a

L l‘- o -4

= oareful look at the present Gakkal executlve board structure

o

25 general admlnistrators, 57;v1ce,general:d}reotorg and

e

The board is made up of one general dlrector;



ggeneral admlnlstrators, 9 were vic

frdlrectors; and 3, though hlghly placed‘ we

558 directors in a categoty called the board of directors.

48
12

The general-director's position‘isﬂdifferent from that of

....‘/

the general-administrators in that he is the chief administrator

of‘tbe,organizatiOn; a role akin to a secretary-general injthe
United Nations. in the reﬁaining three categorreseéi.e.,
general;administrators,_vice general-directors and-the board:'
of directors—-each ﬁember has executive responsibilities in
the Soka Gakkail hierarchy and each category, as a group, has
a descenolng order of importance gs a dellberatlve body.
Therefqgg, the general-admlnlstrators are the most 1mportant
formal deliberatlve body w1th1n Soka Gakkai, and the members,
¢

individually, are closest to Daisaku Ikeda. Occasionalf%@Tall

three of these categories of leaders meet as the executive

boaxrd; but such a meeting is similar to a Komeito party

" convention in-that-it has little formal authority.

Of the 45 Komeito. leaders in 1968, one was the general-

-

”'director;,iofﬁere»general-administrators, 11 were vice general-

directors and 17 were members of the board of directors. out

~

of*theFBO on the Party Central §%aff Commlttee, 15 were

dlrectors, 3 were

> not recorded in

V.

~

“izThe Gakkal use of the term "board of- dlrectors" 1s not

f*the Same as is common in most situations. Bhis category.
-8imply: means. that this is a group of lower-level dlrectors

'1@in the_Soka Gakkal organizatlon, not hav1ng flnal authorlty as

"
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directorship and Ikeda's “ties to Komeito D&

(.
o / b9
the data. This means that 15 of the top 30 men in Komeito,
of, if one includes the viﬁe gene?él-directors, 24 of the
top 82 Gakkai leaders were also on the 30-man Central Staff -
Committee. The impiication gpould be cbvious.: The party,:*
given its present relationshié with Sokea Gakkai, qoﬁld not
oonoeivébly act as an independent unit.

There is one tie that is efen more important than
the above. In 1966, the Gakkal president, Tkeda,. created &
six mah speciéligéérd of‘generalQQAmihisﬁrators (all are
includé@’in the above 25 man general-administrater categoﬁy).
that would have special powers and were to work peréohally
with Ikeda.13 These six men, next to the gresgdent, ar:&%p

the most. influential positions in Soka Gakkal and act as

personal advisors to Ikeda. Five of these six men, Takeiri,

Hojo, Tsuji, Shira¥i and Kddaira are also members of the Diet, -

but. even more important, four are on the permanent executive

of fheiCeﬁtralrstaff Committee. ¥ Takeiri is chairman of the

Céntrgl Staff Committee, Hojo is first vice-chairman, Shiraki
} : ook Co. ' ' . .
is secohd vice-chairman and Tsujl is the party councillor.

It is at this point that the inteplsol gi of the

{ e .
gome most apparent.

Ve

-

JIBNishijima, Komeito, p. 63.

.
ok

14Hojo ﬁésvhéméd the head of this six man "informal" board

ahd'before‘that he was the general director of Soka Gakkai as

well as the chairman of the Central Staff Committee of Komeito.

.o



:among the 1eaders on’ the top 1evels.

"be one of trylng to achleve a consensus among the leadership

Even though Ikeda is not formally listed as a member of

50

Komeito, given the role relationship of Takeiri, Shiraki,:
Hojo and Tsuji to the Gakkai president, one nmust conclude

- that Daisaku Ikeda is the de facto president of Komeito. *

This would account for the lack of a formal party;president. .

The Position of Deisaku Tkeda o , v

Daisaku Ikeda, as has been indicated above, became

“pre81dent of Soka Gakkai in 1960 at the age of th1rty-two.~ ‘He

LN

301ned Soka Gakkal in 1947 and shortly thereafter developed

a veryfclose master-disclple relatlonshlp with Joeel-Todg,'u';
He beceme the director of the Young Men's Division in 1952

at about twenty-two years of age, and oréeni;e6=the_f;§%t

Soka Gakkai'electiqnfcampaign in 1955, Since becoming
president, his imaege émong-the Gakkai members has evolved into
one- of being an ee?thiy retresentative of Saint Nichiren, '.L‘

incapable of error.¥5 He is the supreme authority in all

| Soka Gakkai matters. .

Ikeda does not, however, make pollcy declsions on

~ ~

v

é uﬁilateral ba81s. De01s1on—mak1ng in Soka Gakkal and

Komeito usually'involves a proc #-;"” ({ al consultatlon

a -

The’wijective-seems to

JEOr DU

15H1r01 Takase, hugyo, p. 131.~

,16Ib1d.,p. 132 T T -
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«artlcles wrltten by him for the

| by uay of;discussfons in which each participant.is\permitted

P

and even encouraged to express his personal views, ‘This

often means that for political policy, although Ikeda is

..consulted, the actual formulatlon can take place at some ¥

level in the hierarchy below him--usually in the party
Central Staff Committee.?? Ikeda's role relationship with,

his subordinates in the party has one special attribute for

the'pertyﬁdecisionlmaking process in that,tby deferringmto_j

Ikeda‘in,cases of'disagreement:fperty fectionalism can be

18

avoided. Factionalism is perceived by-Komeito as one of .

'Y

the greatest evils besetting the Japanese polltical system

{
since they construe this phenomenon to be a product ofﬁgelflsh

persoyal interests which ignore the public good. The practical

advantage of Ikeda's position in Komeito is that the party
can. present ‘a public iﬁage'of'cohesion and solidarity by
ay01d1ng serious internal disputes. ‘ N

One of Ikeda‘s functions as party leader is to announce

"'many of the major party pollcies. New p011c1es and programs_

~ oy
‘are often presented by Ikeda Ain his publlc speeches, in

g

,spaper, at press

B3



Komeiterpolicies and acdtivities in the -eyes of the

19 -
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Soka Gakkel. membership.

Komeito Candidate Selection

To date all national candidates have been choserr by

20

the Soka Gakkai leadership. Candidates at prefectural and

local levels ere also picked by Gakkai leaders. Although the-

o

authority to select officers below the national level some-
Jtimes residee lower in the hierarchy, it_nonethelees is subject
to approval from Gakkai headquerters. ” i

* .ﬁﬁ In choosing its candidates Soka Gakkail applies three

| main cr1ter1a.21 First, insofar as p0851b1e, the candldate 1s-
selected from the region that he will réﬁreéent.zz gi%s ”
usually selected from among the Gakkai leaders living in that
area and is therefore known and trusted b&.loeal'members as
weil as by ‘the Gakkei”auﬁhorities. ' There have been a couple-

of cases where candidates have been moved so they could run

3

ih'ahbtﬂefldistfict' but this is unusual.23 The second

'crlterlon is past polltlcal experlence, or perhaps expertlse
A . ﬁ .o - N

"ALProposal on the

19For -examples; see Dalsa _
,".‘:_ —_69', pa 30’_ and

China Issue," Economic Salon, dnﬁa i
Komei Shlmbun, January“lh»1967, p. 1.

2ONishlj:Lma, Komelto, p. 2k,
21Ib1d. ‘ |

i Ibid., ». 25, - | , | -
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j not in Soka Gakkai might be accepted as a

S~ « 53

in some special area that might be uséful‘for the party.
The third standard for selection is the availability of 'a
ﬁotential candidate.. Sometimes a Gakkai member indicates _
e desire to run for'office, but this is not by eny meens &
key to candidacy. If for éome reason the leaders feel that
é persoﬁ is unqualified or undesirable as a representative,
they refuse permission for candidacy.

After potential.candidates have been nominated, each
nominee's backgréund; character, ability and qualifications,
includﬂng.religioué‘servioe and faith, are carefully examined

by the Gakkai board of directors,. the vice general—difectors,

1 3 7
the general administrators and the Central Staff CommittggT

of the party.zn After the examination, Ikeda is consulted

and, if permission is given, the nominee 1is formally asked

" whether he will consent to run as a candidate. Normally the

nominee consents since candidacy is tantamount to a religious

assignment. Occasionally personal clrcumstances prohibit

- Ry .
the nominee's accepting the assignment, in whichcase an
Lo ' - .

alternate is selected.

. Soka Gékkai has stéted'pub 3 aIQualified person

didate and given

-
-

'?4The examiﬁétion process is-not as cdmpliééted,as.ipﬁ.

| appears, due to the intérlocking-directorate aspect of the

-~ executive and the.fact that personnel committees do most of

the evaluation.. : o - .
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Gakkai'suppdrt.25 This, however, seems unlikely since

54

qualificaticns for candidacy include acceptance of .the

Gakkal program and the philosophical underpinnings of that _
program--i.e., the teachings of Nichiren Buddhism from whichy
stem the Gakkai interpretation of the nature of politics

and society. If a non-Gakkai candidate had these qualifi-
cations, there would be no reaepn for him not to affiliate with
'i Soka Gakkai. Therefore, at least for the immediate future, it
is unlikely that there will be Komiifo candidates that are

not Soka;gekkai members.

In summary it can be said that the Komeito leedership
is a tlghtly—knlt and centrally organized grgup with 1nte 3%<
locking tles to the mother organlzatlon, Soka Gakkai., The
‘real source of authority‘for the party emanatee frem the
¥icinity of the -Soka Gakkel prosident and those few main
religious and political leaders who immediately surround him.
The party leadershlp in the broader- ‘sense . have in common their
affiliation with Soka Gakkai and hlgh level Gakkaltleadershlp
,ypos1tlons. They are also relatlveiy young for Japanese )
dle class, and

"evement ”Finally,

' polltlcal 1eaders, come generally fr

only have a moderate level- of educatlonal ac

they seem to represent proportlonately fewer of the business

-

oommunlty, ‘rural 1nterests, the intellectual communlty and the

I .

525Nishijima, Komeito, pp. 26-27.
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laboring diass, than“db other major'Jabanese parties.
HgWever, these leaders and their péity have made a definite
impression on the Japanese people,  This impact, which will
be discussed later, can be attributed to their political
abilities and their indefatigable zeal. It must'notlbe
fgrgotteh, however, that it was the large membership of

Soka Gakkai, and hence the'pérty sﬁpporters, that'put these
leaders into office. Therefore, the next area of focus will

be the composition and structure 0F" the Gakkai membership.

T

o { 3 ' Q@

—i!

!



CHAPTER ITII

PARTY ELECTORAL SUPPORT: COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE

by

Formal Party Membership

As a rule Japanese parties do not have larée‘
popular'memberships. VqEEE/fegistrétioh is automatic through |
residential registration in the city or town of residence.
This.reéiétration-must precede anééiectioﬁ by at least three
months-tggone desires to vote, but party identification per se.
is not a part of the process.1 Therefore, political'pérties
have to recruit members on a club-like basié, ahd the usdgi?
criterion of membership is the payment of a few yen in the

form of party dues. There is no built-in inducement for

"party affiliation exceépt possible personal interest. As of

‘& Co., 1967), pp. 155, 137, 138 % 1

‘2 political support unit im October, 1965.

1965, Japanese partieé had memberships amounting to: Liberal

Democrats - 1,700,000 (of which less than 300 000 were really

hard core);:Japan - -Socialist Party - 60 OOO Democratlc—
Socialists - 60,000; and Communi &% Party - 150,000.

meito formgd

'Following the established
It was called the

. 1Ardath W. Burks, ‘The Government of Japen (New York:
-Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1964), De. 95 - e
2

Frank Langdon, Politics in apan (Boston' Little, Brown
1.

L



purposges.

I

' stressed extehsively at this-time, &and one®

57

, ._

Zaidan Hojin Komei Kydkai'(Komei Association Corporate

Foundation), and the party intended that 50,000 persons

would be enrolled therein, each paying a monthly fee of
100 yen.3 «Although'the~actua1 requirements seem to have begn
adjusted,l+ the party now claims ayformal membersﬁip,of iO0,000
persons; These members are registered in chapters; one .
established in each prefecture.

The party chapters are closely tied to the elected
representatlves at the prefecturaﬁ and city -assembly levels,
but aremaﬁmlnlstered by the party Organization Bureauy, which
is immediately under the office of the secretary general. The

party research and information bureaus alsg

haée represeﬁ%atives
in each chapter, Wthh enables these bureaus to have contact

at the grass-roots level for both propaganda and research
5

The prefecturai_and local assembly members usually
become the executives for the ohapte?s,<and_their working
staff comes from the fegistered part& membeis as.well as any
interestéd’éakkai members that ﬁgy not beqférmally registereé:

There is some evidence that formal ] befShip is not

71éht conclude

*‘BYamashita, "Notééa" P' b

4N18h131ma, Komelto, p, 233. ; ". e g

5Figure 1 on page 33 indicates this relatlonshlp.



thet)party staff work and research is considered'to be an
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assignment and duty of Gakkai meribership., In a press

release of Jannery 22, 1969, hoﬁever, Komeito officAals -

Mindicated‘an inteﬁtion to increase the stress on formal party
organlzatlon activ1t1es, 1mply1ng that formal membershlp may
become more 1mportant They said: '

The Komelto will steadlly carry out regional

and daily activities in the cities and rural
“areas. It will adapt and promote, and steadily
- accumulate accompllshments through ‘deeds and acts.,

: . . .various activities have [elready been
ki . o carried omut through prefectural chapfers, such
as the .overall survey of military bases, fénd the] - -
~ establishment in all cities, towns and v1llages
'of a mutual relief system of [g_gj trafflc '
disasters . . .. N

Regional activities and citizens consultations
' should be directly linked to party.headquarters,
and conducted to improve the lot of the people
whom the government have ignored. Such activities
should be conducted with heartfelg devotion and
without regard to party interest.

Lon P

~ One should note in the above statement that two of the maln

-

- functions of local membershlp are indicated. . The ﬂlrst,

a research_functlon, is the~afﬁu31on to & survey in 1968 -

of all American military bases an itides of the

people living in the areas'surroundihé*t m, For that study,

lru?;;797 assemblymen and 1 OOO party members were‘moblllzed from

the tWenty-one chapters in those prefectures Where American

. Q_.,. A . . vt
. S . . . . « . T e ayet
o e

Komeito, Mainm Program, pp. 23-24.. .



'militari‘bases were located.! The second ma jor function,
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a propaganda, research amd publie service funqtioh,"is 1ndicabed.'
by the reference to the relief eystem for traffic disasters
.and by thegStatement about citizens' consultatibne. The @e&ief
system ie apperently a group insurance-type approach that is
operated in ungmnction‘wibh thefcitizens' consulbetion cenbers.
The centers, overf?,OOO of Them scattered throughout Japan,
7 w111 be discussed in another context, but it is 1mportant to.
note thet they are manned entirely by local members of the \
Ly party%}h conjunction with regional and local assemblymen.
_ The formal party membership, it seems them,.eerves
more as a-party staff and a source of man%owér fof pargﬁ%
aut1v1t1es rather than as the core of the campaign and
electoral rank and flle. These members me§'become more
'impgrtant i the -future in the polity-meking sense if Chairman
| Takeiri's aﬁnouncemept of August 19, 1968 can be taken at
- faéé*ﬁélﬁeix“ﬁt that time he said that the "policy discussion
" at the Ehexgj party convention . } . w111 be held - 1n full v1ew
fﬁfrj”f’m ’of the publlc."8 Since a numﬂér of non-assemblymen members

nnoimcenent was

S

5 also pertlclpate, the 1mpllcatlo

B 7Komelto, Evaluatlons _1 Various Newspapers' Tribute
.;,Pald to Initiative Displayed in DMllltary Base] Survey,
aPress release, [December, 196 :

i ‘EmersonhChapln, " A Buddhlst Party i's Férce im'Japam,"
‘New:York Times, August 22 1968, p. 3 (Herelnafter referred to
as;"Buddhlst Party") . .
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‘that more debate would be permitted by the members, but
the conventlon referred to was held January 20~ 21 1969 and

in practlce it was little dlfferent from prev1ous conventlons.

Although the formal membership have a relatlvely s

—— .

more 1mportant role than do the grass-roots supporters of
Komelto, 1t is the Soka- Gakkal organlzatlon that is far more
important as a source of electoral supporters and campaign .
workers. The regular members of the Gakkal organlzatlon can ”fﬂﬂ
be'oaiied the supportlng membershlp (see® Figure 4, page 130)

T Supporthhg Membership

KR

-Soka Gakkal claims a total membership of. over 12

'mllllon, or as. they calculate membershlp, sométhlng overué
~million famlly unlts.-'The fact that Komeito's nine successful
cahdidate89 on the nstional-slate (out of e%totel'of 50 elected
"~ on the national slate for &ll parties) polled an aggregate of
_6,§56,771 votes (one vote per person), or 15.4% of the total
;-votes‘cast;“iswa rough indication that they could have orer
12 mllllon followers 1n a country of about 100 mllllon people.10
’-;;yﬁm,'- : Before looking at the Shganizational struoture of ~

‘jSoka Gakkal, it is approprlate tha;A;f{" ing be said.about

) '1ts members who they are and why‘theyvar;xso zealous in

'J“T;their bellefs., Althoush theze have been few detailed socio-

S .. B . s
PRI e I oo o S
B . S - s

fﬁg9jabéhesefdonsuléteiGenerai offNewlYork, Japar Todly, D 7.

1OYamashlta, "Notes " p. 6. o
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economic sﬁrveys tékeh-ofAtﬁe Gakkai membership, tﬁere are
severél key.indications as to the general composition .of
the group. -

First of all, the nature of the appeals of Soka

Gekkai are generally those stressing relief from'misery, a X
sense of-belonging and economic prosperity. These'iﬁdicate
an appeal to the down aﬁd out, the economically deprived and
the socially disor&ented. Secendly, one finds that the
strorigest voting support comes frqm.the urbah'areae‘éhd
prlmarlly from the less wealthy (but not always the poorest)
sectlon;i These people are often inclined to be rather
marginal in income, the recent transplants from;the counugy-

side, and occupatlonally, they are laborers, small shopkeepers,

small bu51nessmen and petty bureaucrats in gdverrment and

- business., Thirdly, the testimonials (used abundantly in most

: il
. prospercus :elements of Japariese soclet

-

Gakkai publications as documentary evidence of cases where
dreeﬁs,.wealthgand.heaithhave been realized and problems solved)
listed in.the various media are ofﬁeﬁ (bﬁt by no means always)
testimpn;als from the aboVe-indiaated groups. Foﬁrth, the _

leaders themselves do not seem fo have

come from the more

~pather from what

- il

© T 'might bewealleduthe_Japanese lower-middle class,., That these

,1nd10ators are falrly reliable is verified by the statements

~of nearly every person who has observéd and: feported .on-the.

I Gakkai,movement. Finally, of the hundreds ‘of Gakkai members



S . o
ﬁhroﬁghbut‘Japan thét the writer observed and conversed with,
most would it the'ﬁattern indicated above.

Recently, more substartial research into the dompdsition
of the Gakkai membership has been undertaken and perhaps tﬂg
sfudylby Dator is the most significant.11 Dator ‘and his |
associates conducted a surVey in Tokyo in—1965 and then com-
pared and contrasted their findings with three Japanese studiés
(two in 1962 and one in 1965) gf the Gakkai membership.12
Although each study had its uniquelﬁeatureS’éﬁd ité‘defiﬁite
liﬁitat;ons, there were many areas in which comparisons were
possible. Furthermore, on three of  the four studies, tﬁé
Gakkai chéracteristics were compared with the attributeé @g

R

their non-Gakkai neighbors. Each survey considered educational

background, income and age; three studies surveyed occupation;

-and two attempted to categorize their respondents into social

Press, 1969), (Hereafter referred

-

classes., Dator also contrasted Gakkai members with the affil-

iates of,otheryreligioué-groups (apd those claiming no religious

..

1 3ames Allen Dator, Soka Gakkai, Builders of the
Third Civilization (Seattle; Washingtonpi University of Washington
- Civiligzation).

(] -

had ~
-

_ 12tne other studies that were considered were: Hiroshi
Suzuki, "Toshi Kaso no.Shukyo Shuden," Shakaigaku Kenkyu,
No: 22.41963), pp. 81-102, No. 23724 (1964), pp. 50-90;

Tokyo Daigaku Shakal Gakka and Tokyo Joshi Daigaku- Shakail

‘Gakka, Soka Gakkail (Tokyo: Mimeographed, 1963); Tajiro Hayasaka,- '

_ Shinko Shukyo ni Kansuru Shinrigakuteki Kenkyu (Tokyo-
. Mimeographed, 1965).
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affiliétibn),tin terms. of demographio and social characteristics
as well as regarding their respective attitudes. After -the

research and comparisons were completed, Dator concluded'that{

« . .the Soka Gakkai members are in the lower,
-but not the lowest, socioeconomic strata of .
Japanese society; that they are a somewhat less
satisfied and more 'friendless' group; that they
geherally had no religious affiliation before
joining the Soka Gakkai, and joined to relieve 13
a physical, mental or sociological distress. . .-

It was found in each study that by farkthe most common occupatione
of Cakkai members were office work,vshop work, skilled iebor,

«. and ertisigf, although one study that was conducted.in a”poorer.
section of Tokyo found a large percentage (36%) of -unskilled .
laborers.lu Regarding attitudes and values, Dator also feﬁﬁg
that Gakkel members were .only slightly more alienated than tﬁe
average non;members, but that they trusted public authority much
less tﬂan did most other Japanese citizens., Soka Gakkai -

-

members generally fell somewhere between the average non-

-

rellglon—orlented ‘person and the average member of a new religious
sect--hence, -they manifested more.negatlve attltudee than did

_ many, but they did not constitute €he most alienated element -

15 . LT

in Japanese society.

13Dator, Thlrd ClVlllzatlon, p. 93

141b1d., pp. 68- 69. : o ‘f" e i
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the Gakkai membershib,.but»all of the above evidence suggests
that Soka Gakkai members generelly come from the lower-middle
and lower classes. Therefore, one can conclude that these
people are probably very sensitive to the economic and sociek
changes(in society and that they are types of persons‘who are
seeking novel means for ;ncreasing their security‘and status
in Japanese society. | _

o . What has been suggested is true of the lerge bulk of
the nembefship. THere are, however,: -thousands of exceotions

2. and it 1s_3hese exceptlons that are. often played up in Soka
Gakkai publlcatlons in an apparent effort to broaden Gakkal
appeal. Almost any issue of the Seikyo Shlmth,iand more Qﬁb

-"(
particularly the Seikyo Graphic, contains numerous testimonials

of moﬁie stars, popular singers, businessmen, .college professors,
students, artists, professionals and famous athletes. It

cannot be denied that there are significant numbers of these
people. By publicly. stres51ng that famous persons and
"respeotab1e~types" of people afflllate with Soka Gakkal, the
-,“Wprganization-oan‘improve ifs publ¥d image.lé'~Youth‘alsolseem )

to be attracted to Soka’Gakkai,<perhap": cause of its youthful

16Dator also found this to be the case when he
systematically studied.: testimonials of members found in the
Seikyo Graphic over a period of approximately two years.
Those offering testimonials usually formed a proflle almost=™
.exactly opposite to the membership profile he found in his
survey research. See Dator, Third Civilization, p. 60.

N . . >
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leadership and activism.  The University Student Division

of Soka Gakkai, for example, claims 230,000 members,"er _

approximately one in seven of the total un1vers1ty populatlon.l?

One can only speculate as to why these various types

N

of people have affiliated themselves with Soka Gakkal. The

reasons probably’vary‘with_the individual, but from the

above informafion one can ﬁeke some psychological and socio-

economic generaiizafions. First of.all, the defeat of Jap;ﬁ

and the chaos fheﬁ followed WorIﬁ*War I1*were tremeﬁdouely

9 demora&}éing for manerapanese, as ‘has been atteeted to by_ .
the rise of numerous new and rather diverse religidus move-
ments in Japan as well as by the proliferatiod of such Q@ﬁ
‘Marxist—oriented groups as the socialist parties, the Communist
party and the radicai.element of the studehg'oiéenization,
Zeng%kuren.ls_ The -appeararice of these various movements

indicates that numerous people were seeking new answers to

.-

. their perpléxiiig problems. Such an explanation is somewhat

-

- -

iU:17Brannen, Soka Gakkai, p. 8l. Also see, Ikeda, "A
Proposal on China Issue," p. 30. \ e '

, g 18F0r expositions on these rellglon Lsée for examples:
... -Brannen, Soka ‘Gakkai;" Harry Thomsen, The New ligions of
. Japan (Tokyo: Charles E. Tuttle Co., 1963); McPFarland, Rush
Hour .of the Gods; and: Offner .and Straelen, Modern Japanese
:'Re11g1ons. For polltical movements, see Evelyn S. Colbert,
- 'The Left- Wing in Japanese Politics (New York: Instltute of
" Pacific Politics, 1952); and Cecil H. Uyehara, Leftwing Sdcial
‘Movements : 1anapan.,An Annotated Bibllographv (Tokyo. Charles E.-
3Tuttle Co : N . .
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inadeouate‘today, however, because Japanese_society appears |
to be much more stahle‘and prosperous. Although it ls true
that there ‘are many in Japan whowdo not share this new pros—
perity in any significant way (and they might be logical
recruits for Gakka1 membership), one must seek other reasons
for Gakcal affillatlon. One factor helping to explain the Q
affiliation of large numbers of people with Soka Gakkai is
the rapldly changlng society itself, with its rapid urban-
1zat10n and grOW1ng complexity, compounded by essentlally

T alien;gelitical institutions to which many Japanese have had“
‘difficulty adjnsting.19 This argument has some oredibility o

due to the fact that the Gakkali movement {s strongest f%;the

cities (the rural membershlp is relatively negligible) and

among elements that the present Japanese gorernment has

apparently been unable to represent effectively.

It seems that most Western scholars who study Japan

-

- terid to- dwell on -the tremendous economic, cultural and

"social progress in Japan or they focus on the apparent
‘;.5 - strength of the underlylng Japanese soolal fabrlc. Although

, henopenal and the - _j3

: Japanese progress in many areas

Ly A

9For a,. dlsouss;on of these problems see: Tadashi
‘i_Fukutake, Man: and Society in Japan (Tokyo: University of
Tokyo Press, 193_7 DD.. % 51; also-see, Jehn W. Bennett,
I"Japanese Eoonomlc Growth Background for Social Change," in
‘R, P. Dore, ed., Aspects of Social Change in Modern Japan

””f(Prlnceton, ‘N J..'Prlnceton University Press, 1967), pp. 411 53.




o~

e

.

'sdéiétal”fabric appears~?emarkébly dureble, many commentators

fail to detect of at least consider theAdeleterioué~éffect

that industrialization and urbanization have had on that-

_fabric, Jépan suffers from the same social problems and %113

that have aggravate& Western cities since the Begipning of the
Industiial Revolution; but the long range effect for Japan

may be worse than was the case for the West, precisely beoause

the older social structure and culture isISfrong and'resists

those ‘changes thet would enhance<iife in an urban environment.

When,%ggdoes begin. to break down, the consequences are often

’far-reaching. Therefore, one can probably argue that the

single-most important factor in Japanesé’éociéty ﬁhat f&ggs
itselflto Gakkal exploitation is the basic breakdown of t%é
traditianal social structure and value syéﬁém;"'

Although some people are affected more than others, .

P

the war, urbanization, alien institutions and a more complex

- . -

';sooiety have"all contributed to this breakdown, and have

- 2
-caused allenatlon, anomie and a loss of personal identity. 0

Those on the 1ower levels of the socio-economic ladder are

partlcularly affected; but any Jap ge citizen can sense loss

B of self 1n the maze of urban 8001ety/ana-‘ulfure. For sheer
self surv1va1—-more in the splrltual or psychologlcal sense

1  ;ﬂﬁhgn“the‘mgterlal, thgugh the two may be intertwlned—-the

R




individual seeks eome*purpose, identity and sense‘of belonging.
The tradltional soclal structure and culture prov1ded these
things, but it is being undermined by a rapldly changing . '
environment. In this "social chaos" a dynamic organlzatleg
with‘simple answers for complex problems and paﬁentvpanaceas
for alI‘problems:would appeal to many. Soka Gakkai is that -
type of organlzatlon and furthermore it is of definite ‘

'i Japanese v1ntage. As Dator has put it, Soka Gakkal “appeals
to and ‘rallies around it persons+who -perkaps feel more acutely

o the diiiatisfactions that are prevalent in mostwpf_JaPanese '

21

society."”” In fact, a rather complimentary commentary on

Soka Gakkai is that, as an organization anfi belief Systéﬁ; it
. ) 1

has been able to appeal successfully to such large numbers

and apparently retain the loyalty of most--dlthough some do

- ; . 22
leave or become inactive., -

Although the religious beliefs of Nichiren Shoshu
T ‘.may-in-facf*be“a part of the attraction of the Soka Gakkal

movement, -there are probably other'aspeots"thatkarefjust as

important for many and, if the &bow analysis is correct, the ‘

- organizational' structure, activiti zeal and. spirit of the
: L T - L
members would-be the keys to the rg ru'tmeﬁt and retentlon

V.

e 5#‘?*1Datoz4,_'_'f'r}mrd7 Civilizaticn, p. 102.

- 22Some 1nstances of retvolt or apostasy have been’ noted,
,-avgfor example, sSee Brannen, Soka Gakkai, pp. 83-86, and
:_Takase, Shuk o, pp. 19? 201, :




_of others is one of the most importent acts of faith and

. service in'Soka G

5 ) )

of new converts.

Most persons do not aetiveiy go out in'pursuif of

&a religious group membership, and the Gakkai group does not

wait for an applicaht, but takes the message "to the people."
Nichiren firstrintrodﬁoed the conversion tactic, shakubuku,

to JapapeSe Buddhism, and Josei Toda made it a key feature of.

‘his program in the 1950's. The practice is essentially a

high-pressure approach for convincing the pgtentialugpnmert_

of the truthfulness of Nichiren Buddhism 'and the importance
of immediate affiliation with Soka Gakkai.z3 Using induce-
ments ranging from threats to logical argument,- the member

seeks to persuade the nonmember, Probablyrthe most effeﬁ%lve

. conversion situation is where a small group of Gakkal members

-

can work together. to convert their colleagues in their office,

at their factory, or at some other place of work or play.

.The_group pressure that 1is brought to bear is often such as

‘to'putfthefpaﬁehtiel convert in a-position of either capitulating

or bréaking off a close relationship. Since the. conversion

N

, and a prerequisite for ‘the realization
° et .Pl. '

L

£,

Ve

231t is concelvable ‘that in many cases. pressure is not

T

,”essential for’ ‘recruitment. Simple exposure of the nonmember
“to Soka Gakkai 1s suff1c1ent .for someone seeking novel answers

.w*fjto personal problems.: The 1mportant thing is that the Gakkail

.U members be sufficiently zealous in their act1v1ties to keep
up: thelr recrultment pace. “

e
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: ;‘rellglous guldance and membershlp 1ndoctr1nat10n structure.

of the person's desires (health, wealth or happiness), the

70 -
member is often very aggressive in this practice. Under
Toda there were extreme cases of harassment and high-preseur-
ing,~but with Ikeda}s“concern"for a better image, today's °®
practitioners oflghggubugu seem to be relatively more
respectful of a nonmember!s_rights and privacy (and possibly .
less effective) Those persons who.-are persuaded, for one
reason.or another, are oonducted into Nichiren Shoshu. by way-
of- a short ritual and become lay;eh in the Gakkal society.

The zed¥ous shalubuku activities Have provided the numbers - - =«

for Soka Gakkai, but it is the organization and its activities
' { 3 - 2

iz,

that keep them there,

The basic Soke Gakkai structure is composed of two
hierarchies. Although a member may also participate in other
divisions or acthlty groups (such as the elaborately structured
Youth'Div151on), everynmember of Soka Gakkal is 1ncluded in
both of these fundamental structural hierarchies (see Figure 2,

page 71) Therefore, these two hierarchles comblned form the

~

'backbone of the Gakkal organlzatlon.l .

The flrst hlerarchy, called the vertlcal 11ne, is the
24

\

“'Every new member is automatlcally ass1gned to the lowest unit

j-of thls structure, the unit or cell by v1rtue of - the fact that

X

- 2qakase, Shukyo, p. 97
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he 1is ;ied to phe ceil‘of the member who played the most
important role in his conversion to Soka Gakkai.. Using'dhe‘

of the most significant traditional éocial values, the convert
becomes the "disciple" or ko (child) of the one who converted,
him. The one doing the proselyting assumes the roie 6f "master"
or oya (parent) of that person, and oya and ko become irrevocab}&

tied together.z5 The basic social ethic of giri (wherein the

"'superior takes a personal responsibility for the converted,

X
bl

while the convert assumes certain oﬁiigatioﬁs to his supérior)
is then aggivated;26 -The novice will later contract obligations
of the same nature with those that he converts. Through this |
system, which is based essentially on the traditidnal Japaﬂ%gf
social structure, the individual is tied to a network of
relatlonshlps as expan81ve as Soka Gakkail is 1arge. Because

of the aﬁgolute demands’ of ‘Soka Gakkai's religious beliefs,

the oqpvert is now enabled to sever any other conflicting

social ‘obligations he may have had outside the group. As a

-

Gakkai member, the convert is not supposed toldiscuSS the

.. Juerits of any philosophy other than his own, and often his .

v

e -
i

[ e

25Fo:c' a rather sophlstlcated explanatlon of this

‘phenomenon, .see Rith Benedict, Chrysanthemum and the Sword

(Boston: Houghton, Mifflin po., 1946); Also see Langdon,

~ Politics’ in Japan, pp. 72-95.

26Harry K. NlSth, "Comparatlve Ana1y51s of the Rissho ~

- Koseikai and the Soka Gakkai," Asian Survey, VII,- (November,

1969), 783, (Hereinafter referred to as "Rissho Koseikal and

. Soka ngkal")._
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knowledge of Nichiren Buddhism will be little more than a

73

" 'gsimplistic explanation such as is characteristic of

structure by including the new member in the basic unit or

memorized material,
Although this inter-personal relatibnship is expected
to be permanent, it is worked into the formal verticai

cell of the old membér. The cell is composed of approximately

ten families,27 When the cell expands, it is divided, giving

. special consideration to these inféf-persdnal relationship

A

‘factors, and stressing the importance of the traditional

Japanese social ties,

The cell is also the locus of the zddankai or Qi%

discussion group.. The zadankali meetings occur daily and are

the lowest group meetings where the basic docfrines.are taught

“and digcussgd.- It is also a meeting where the individual can -

speak.ébouﬁ his experiences and testify to the efficacy of

faithful -worship., Finally, in the.zadankai an individual's

-

personal problems are brought out and advice.is given: to him

_by theugrbﬁﬁ in a group-~-therapy fype4situétion.. This, then;-

is-the level whére the individuadl is socialized, adopts new

“%7Thé family unit, setal in Japanese, is the basic

membership unit 'in Soka Gakkai., ~However, were only one member

of .a particular family converted,. he is still counted as a_,

family unit.  This accounts for the difficulty of precise '

v‘ﬂ"measurement'of the Gakkai membership, -but issjustified on the,

= v

‘grounds’ that it is that one member's obligation to convert his’

o family, and that eventually EEg/full family will be affiliated

- with Soka Gakkal.
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‘the Gakkai organization.
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values, and gets the denseé of belng a part of the Gakkal

system. Every man, no matter what his soclal status mlght

be outside the greup, is cons1dered an equal within thls
greug. A shopkeeper may teach and advise”a professor or .
a young man might teach an elderly gentleman. |

‘The cells are combined into groups‘(sometiues 6a11ed"

. —
teams) of 50 to 100 households, and the groups combine into

districts comprising from 500 to 1,000 househoids,'ipistricts

are combined to form a chapter and “severgl chapters form &
generaLv hapter.‘ General.chapters;are”grouped into a_local -
headquarters, and local headquarters are combined to form

a general or joint headquarters, which is fh thrn llnked‘w;th
28

‘the headquarters of Soka Gakkal in Tokyo‘ As of January 1,

1968, there were 57 general headquarters, 195 local headquarters,
718 general chapters; 3,818 cthapters, 17,453 districts; tens

of thousands of groups and hundreds of thousands of cells in

29 ”

-

An‘erecutive body presides at each level.andfit is

Cine charge of the frequent meetlngs of 1ts respectlve office.

_;»On the dlstrict and group 1evels, these meetlngs are usually

o 4
L

- educatlon- and doctrlne orlented, and the bas1c educatlonal

l‘?;program 1s tled to the structure by-a hlerarchy of educators

B A -‘

: 28leh10, "BlSShO Koselkal and Soke. Gakkal," pp. 7838k

9Yamash1ta, "Notes " P 2.
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with titles of assistdhtllecturer; lecturer, sub-assistant

75

professor, assistant professor, associate professor and

profesSor.Bo One_quelifies for eech title by studying and

'memor?zing‘bhe basic tenets of faith and then taking a
written examinatien. Having passed an ekaminatibn,;one
assumes his'tible'and’bes a license for lecturing on that
body of dogma'and doctrine bbeb is associated with that
degreeof achlevement Anyone is permitted to study and
quallfy for a new leoture tltle, Hrid, 1t is usually expected
.éa of all.gyy ‘
The importance of this‘edueational_program and ef
the vertical hierarchy for politics is that thd reiigiougﬁg
symbols and beliefs that are communicated hefein are close{y
associated with Gakkai political beliefs and practices.
h Another important factor, as 'will be discussed later, is that
the leaders of this hlerarchy are usually the Komeit6 candidates.

-

e‘Soka Gakkal stresses frequent contact between these leaders

and the general membership, so membe;s are usually well-acquainted
_,}w_Twwsewith_the'béfsohs wbo wili‘be their politibai re;resenfetives; ‘
R B Turnlng now to the second hlerarehy, it should be
reoalled that each Gakkal member is also 1ncluded in its

llp?structure;, The unique featurewof thlsA"horlzontal" line or

_};eéibhéi?Strueture‘is that it is based entirely on geography .

. . o L et
. N e

%”BpNiehifenbeosbubSokegakkei: '64 Shashinshu, p. 58.
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In 1955, when Soka Gakkai first decided to enter into
politics, the leadershlp realized that although their basic

organizational structure was very good for socializing

'converts and teaching the religious doctrines to members,

it was nonetheless awkward for mobilizing support'at
eleotion'time, since inter-personal relatiooships do not

follow geographical lines. Therefore, a new structure called

a "block" system was instituted. This structure has as its
smallestiunit the "small block," ﬁﬁiohiis bften synonymous
with a.cipy block or a part of a city block (probably the
origin of the block concept). Using the English word for
block, pronounced buroku in Japanese, this é%ruéture'proggéﬁses
(as can be seen in Figure 2, page.71) to the regular block,

ma jor block, general block and joint blook--eeoh euccessively

“larger unit being a combination-of smaller units and carefully

correlated to existiﬁg political boundaries.31 Some of the

persons in a small block may alsc be in the same cell, but

-

not necessarily. This block structure has ooyious advantages

for-politiosland other activities; since ail‘Gakkai membeyrs °
in one area can be mobilized for¥ the support of a local Gakkai

- P .
candidate, and because activities such as' sports events,

.musical clubs and youth group act1v1t1es can be convened more

ea81ly at the local 1evel ‘for those people in close geographlcal

-
N e

31Nishijima, Komeito, p. 65.

L@



5

prox1mity to each other.
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Using what might be called a synthesis of tradltional
and modern structures, Soka Gakkai can get the best of both
WOrldsa i.e., 1t can éimultaneously socialize and mobilize
its adherents. Since group solidarity is an essential
contributing factor to both their electoral successes and

their proselyting zeal, brief mention need be made of various

" factors that contribute to the building of solidarity, or a

A,

sense of belonging and a sense of personal and group power.

-Da?ly religious practices are'stressed;32 group . .
activities. of various sorts are encouraged; and frequent_

1 : -
trips to the head temple, Talsekiji, are expécted.33 All *@?

these keep the member preoccupled with his falth and his

peer group. The individual not only develops a sense- of

belonging but also a sénse of personal achievement and ful-

fillment through the educational program and the opportuhities
for 1eadefshib“é%'ali levels in the -various activity groups}

Particularly important for the process are the mass méétings,

. wrlarge assemblies and festivals,‘where-group'singing of spirited

songs and the oréfofy of self-confident and dynaﬁic leaders

P .
P

gives one a sense of personal and group poWer. In conversations

-

L3

32 See Overseas Bureau, Sokagakkal, How to Practice

. Gongyo (This 1s the Sokagakkal, series 12, Tokyo. Seikyo .. ,, .

Press, m.d.).

Irarase, Shuk o, Pp. 202-20.
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that the Writer has ‘had with Gakkai members, one common

78

means of explaining why the ‘member believed the rellgion

was true was to say that "he could feel it through his skln."
One has no,doubt that such a feeling prevails when 100,000,
members sing‘a rousing Gakkai song, or President Ikeda

speaks to a large body. Soka Gakkal has also used its
building program and expansiqp into cultural activities as
visible symbols ef progress and groﬁth, and these are bound

to convince the member that the mdVement 'is- really going

A4

placesﬂv)Flags and-other symbols are used to give identity _;
to the small group at large gatherings, and all evénts'and
activities are organized with a precisioh.that*astoﬁndsqgge
outsider.and must inspire the participant.34 These as well
as other possible faetors contribute to greab eehesion and
identity, and-a sense of personal and group POwWer.

When one reflects on the nature of the organization,

-

the ‘stress on total involvement for the-individual, and the

-

belief thattthey are the propagators of "Tfﬁe Buddhism" which
e in-turn!wiil,be_the salvation of Japan, One better understands

whytthe Soka‘Gakkai membership’ is sueH”a.reliable electoral

support group. Both structures in the. orgaﬁiéation,'as

l.ﬁ:descrlbed above, contrlbute to this. process arid it therefore

L3
L.

v

"'f;;ie'ﬁ?.VBuFor examples see Takase, Shukyo, pp. ©.20, 51-60,
;.202‘20, and Brannen, Soka Gakkal, pp..155 -56, ‘




should be no surprise.that-one would find most Komeito
candidates holding positions of leadership in Soka -Gakkai

at some point where the two structures tie together. 1In

-describing the first hierarchy, it was pointed out that the

top level next to the Gakkai headquarters was the'geheral
headquarters., As is seen in Figure 2, page 71, the'joint
headquarters is also the point where the block hierarchy
joins with the wvertical structure.35 The leaders of these
joint'headQuarters are automaticabiy-members;ef the central

authoripz} and since. they are seleeted from above, they are

. considered to be very reliable in the faith and, hence,

‘reliable as political representatives., These same 1eaders{

1
have numerous opportunities for contacts with the members

" in their particular districts and can be easily identified

“when the Gakkai member casts -his vote. It is not surprising

L

to flnd therefore, that as of 1968, twenty-six Komeito

Diet members (22 of whom Wwere also on the party Central Staff

-Commlttee) were also pres1dents of JOlnt headquarters and

elght were vice pres1dents. The remaining’ eleven held . .
important posts at the Gakkal headquarters or weXe in

regional posts just subordinate to the JOlnt headquarters,

but in easily-ldentlfled positions of leadership. Im most

[

-'ﬁ: 4

35‘I‘he Nichlren Shoshu Sokagakkal, (Tokyo: Selkyo Press,

T 1966), .. 14

- -



cases, there wouid be 1itt1e~n'eed for specif‘io voting ”
instructions to the voters since they would vote for that
person-who was from their particular area and who was thelr .
- closest rellgious 1eader. This pattern holds ftrue for 1ooa1
assembly elections as well. Therefore, it matters little
whether the local" 1eader wears his political hat or his
rellglous hat when campalgning or orgenizing his followers
for a- oampalgn among 1oca1 non-Gakkai members. The two
roles are oompletely 1ntertw1ned at th1s p01nt Slnce 1t 1sﬂ
a rellgloys duty to, follow the dlrectlves of the rellglous
leader, 1t becomes a rellgious duty to vote for him when he =

runs for polltloal office. However, this is a fact that4§§

.’\“

not necessarily articulated.

| When there is'no_Komeito candidate ritinirg in the
“+district, apparently there are no specific guidelines-given
to . the member in voting for non-Gakkai candidates. According
to one survey,*Gakkal members in thls s1tuat10n seemed to-
split, votlng about equally for conservatlve and s001a11st
‘hcandldates.jé ;""E'i : o s B .

From the above one can elearly see the: 1ntertw1ned

nature of the rellglous and political act1V1ties of Soka Gakkai

1 'ffand Komelto. Slnoe the Gakkal membership is regimented and

,r}controlled by the nature of ‘the struoture, the manlpulatlon

) » .
. - RN

. 36NiShl:]lma, _I.{ombeii'tlo‘,' p. 123, '



. evident., There must, however, be a peculiarly political

¢ -
s 81
of religlous and poiitical,symbols and -the reduirements of

religious service, the original thesis that Soka Gakkai

members are supporting members of. Komeito becomes self-

elemeﬂt (at least for analytical purposes) in the above-
described phenomena; therefore the nature and process of
political communication needs to be studied in greater detail;

Political Communication

Political -communication cah .be defingd as fhe“éymﬁols,“
languagé'and processes which are used to communicate demands
to poligzcal representatives, and wﬁich the representatives
use- to reépond to those demands.37 One finds that the néﬁ%?e

[
of Soka Gakkai and Komeito is similar to that of an independent

" society aﬁd theqéfore much easier to generalize about than

~.would be the case for a less.insular group. Since members are

encouréged to ignore the teachings, ideas and values of other
reliéions, philosophieshénd non-Gakkai persons, it is inevitable
(to. the e#tent that they observe thiskadﬁoniﬁionz_thap their
sources qf political infofmation come from:Soka'Gakkai or L
Komeito. To supply this need Soka Gakkai_has'created a publishing
empire that provideé every conceivable'théﬂbfcpublicatidn.
-Thé'noh’political publications are important for

.

. 37GébrielfAlmond and G. Bingham‘Powellf’Jr.,vComparative'
Politics: A Developmental Approach (Boston: Little, Brown and

'-Co.,“1936), pp. 164-71.
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commupicat;on since some'ppiitical_neWS and informatieﬁ is
included amid the regular news, tesﬁimonials,'injunctibns

and religious propagasnda. Furthermore, the columhists,

editorialists and feature writers are often Komeito leaders.

v
>

The most important newspaper is the SeikYo Shimbun

which had, as of December 1, 1968, a circulation of

38

3,580,000 or approximétely one copy for every four members.

Besides the Seikyo Shimbun, there is the Seikyo Graphic (a -

weekly with 1,080,000 circulation), the Qgibyeku-Reﬂée"
(monthly Wifh 2,000,000 circulation), the Ushio (monthly,.

Y . -
350,000) and Weeklv Genron (570 000). . The last two are

' relatlvely more intellectual in style, and contaln artlchgf

of ‘a more sophisticated nature written by members and non- i

- members (fhough carefully selected to achieve--the desired

. Gakkail posture)

The party organ is the daily Komei Shimbun, which had,

as -of December, 1968 a carculatlon of 800,000, This is the

N .'_’M -

main medlum used by the party 1eadersh1p forucommunlcatlng

- -"P-

policies,_spatlstlcs, and’ polltlcal news tp-phe»fp%lowers.

All Gakkai 1eeders and members invoivedhjn the party activities,

'_as well asfether’intereeted persons, are“Sﬁbépxibers. The

. important thing is that the correct interpretations of

Ly
FEa

L . -
B »

38‘I‘hese statlstlcs were prov1ded by the Forelgn Affalrs

fljﬁ~Bureau of Soka Gakkal.i. v S

-




partﬁ]poliCies, party values -and party-goals are spelled

out therein end that this information can be communicateéd to

all Gakkai members either by personal subscription or by Way'

. of the leaders of 1ts various groups. This organ also sertesa

2
as a means for reconciling Gakkal political values and goals

with the phenomena that exist beyond the Gakkai framework

For example, the newspaper may have an artlcle ‘written by a
party 1eader in Whlch he explalns the existence of poverty in
a oertaln ‘area as- the consequenceqof the meroper leadershlp A
of the Jaganese government, which has as its phllosophlcal

base an evil or 1ncorrect phllosophy. However, 1if the govern-'

- ment wouldvbase its govermmental philosophy on the teaohrags

i
of True Buddhism, it could easily solve the problem of poverty.

" From suoh an article, ‘the member is helped to" understand why

-npoverty exists (1 €ey.8 government based on an 1ncorrect

| phllosophy), and that it is essential for him to work toward

‘solvlng,thlsmgross_s001a1 problem by supporting Komeito

candidates and by converting more individuals to Nichiren

/ e -~

: _;'Buddhism.ﬁ Also3 Kbmeito poliqies and new .slates of candidates

are usually first?announced-to the rank-and file in this

. s et
ot cee

‘paper, often by Ikeda hlmself .

Slnce the fusion of Buddhism and polltlns is the

Aultimate:goal of . Soka Gakkal, all® rellglous teachlngs have

-

7fsome polltloal 81gn1flcance, and the Gakkal educatlonal =

'“Tffprocess essentlally performs a process of polltical indoctrin-



‘edncational"program.' One is able to develop a world view

.

N . , 8L
ation. Thls 1s partlcularly true in that the rellglous
teachings, oonoepts and symbols that the 1eadersh1p use

to explain political phenomene., are learned in the .

~ that neatly packages all observable phenomena into the

Nlohlren Buddhlst context Therefore, the symbols, when

used by a leader or read in a newspaper,_lmmedlately conjure

up an 1nterpretatlon of the world in the mind of the follower.
‘ Another sense of communlcdtlon, alluded to earller,

is oommunycatlng‘tO'the Gakkal member . the informatlon con—'

~cerning those for whom he should cast his vote. In most

' cases this would be the leader running for office whoﬁﬁm
{

is in closest proximity-to a member in the Gakkai structure.

As indicated eerlier, this will usually be a-ﬁerson who has

“been seen and heard.often by the member. In some cases, as

in elections to the upper house where there is a national

slate,"it%méi"not be clear for whom one should vote. Although

s

there 1is ample opportunity for specific voting ingtructions,

ftqyﬂdue-to~th5:freqnent meetings at-the various levels and - -

f:beoause of the careful and pre01se struoturlng of the member—

s

“nshlp, there are other ways to communlcate thls 1nf0rmat10n.

:f?For example, at a rellglous rally of 100 000 people held in

'ﬁ%fthe oampalgn, the 1ocal candldate was 1ntroduced ‘as the 7~

"*1:05aka AN June, 1959, just prlor to the official openlng of

I i

”ifﬂprlnolpalqﬂleoturer. > He dld not speak of the electlon, but




“the word to others and.to save the nafion and all mankind.

y 7 _
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everyone knew. that this_nan was their candidate.39 Speeches
at rallies and'meetings are filled with injunetions to keep
the faith, to bring about the "human revolution," to carry

. . ¥
These injunctions, though not expressly political, ‘certainly
have political implications. |

Political communication from the party to the world

-beyond is often in the form of 1nd1rect appeals for support,

based on its proposed programs (whlch w111 be oovered in
Chapters 4 and 5), such as™social welfare for the lower
D :

classes, tax breaks for small enterprises, better working;

conditions for labor, a new China policy for some businessmq&\
and Sinophiles, and limitations on armaments and nuclear

weapons for-ﬁhe pacifists, “By scrutinizing its - programs, it
can be rather accpratelyAassumed to which segments of society
Koneito is appealing as well as the nature and composition
of its present follow1ng.

The second major type of appeal and communicatlon

- ! e

to those beyend Soka Gakkai is through the use of slogans

L

‘and symbols. The very name "Clean. Government Party"“is a

symbol of major significance, intended to'appeal . to those.

‘Jeapanese who are. shocked by bribery scandals, politicians

-

s

39’.[‘h1s rally ~was. descrlbed in Shukan Asahl, June 6 1959

'“See Brannen, Soke Gakkai, pp. 121-22.
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colleoting cbntr;butionS'and using them for personal use, the

out-of-proportion influence of big business in the Liberal

. Democratic party and the occasional'"un—Japaneselike" behavior, -

such as’the fights, yelling and demonstratrons of some -?
politicians in the Diet. A more recent slogan, "Middle-of-the—
Road-Politics," is apparqntly»intended to appeal to'ﬁhose who
are disgusted with the perceived lackey-like ties of the
"Japaneée government to United States policy, as wel; as to

those ﬁho:feel_uncdhfortable about %hé Socialist anfi Communist

pqrties.w&ﬁh their apparent ties to and orientations toward
40 3 )

Moscow and Red China.

‘The Komeito and Gakkai 1eadersh1p use the regular Qﬁ
Japanese media as much as possible. News releases are fre-
éuent and extensive, and.any Komeito or Gakkaimédtivity of
Ppublic service, Or a new political proposal, is immediately

released sto the regular press service, In 1968, Komeito

-

started a weékly radio program called "The Komeito Hour."

A )

On this program they broadcast policy and proéram,gropasals
.. 2nd their .commentaries on current éffairs.ql'? a8 : .
Another Komeito-sponsored activity that serves as

¢ i e

40Jojl Watanukl, [J], "Chudoseiji to Daisan Seiryoku;

Sono Kotoba to Genjitsu," tMlddle of the Road Politics and the

_ Number Three Power; What is Said and What is Hgallst1q3
Asahi Jyanaru, February i9,-1967, p. 18.

41

e 2

lehljima, Komeito, p. 228.

-
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a means of commun10at1on is ‘the Komeito Consultlng Center.

Started in Tokyo in April, 1963, this publlc service

institution has expanded to 7,300 units\scattered virtually -

throughout Japan.42 These centers are open to anyone with

problems of any kind and are located so as to be within the
reach of ény Japanese citizen. They serve to communicate
Komeito policies to the public, and to gather information

”.and statistics'aboﬁt the needs of Japaﬁese citizens!_wpich‘
will bécoﬁé'the basis for future K&ﬁéito proposals. Abéut
fifty pen@;nt of the .complaints received have to do‘w1th
housing, welfare, education and sanitation, and much of
“their work is merely to dispense practlcal information abo%%
public housing, government loans and national laws. In the
‘following paragraph, ffomga brochure put out b}'iﬁé party,
‘the basic purpqﬁes of the centers are spelled out:

Most citizens are not well informed of

Natlonal,prefectural or municipal laws

énd, therefore, have no recourse to them

even when they are caught in hardshlps.

‘The Komeito's public counselling centers .. = --

offer assistance to those who cannot afford.

— - . -to pay taxes, medium-small enterprises with ' >

T -1nsuff101ent loans, widows who have to ,
ralise chlldren, patients who cannet afford
to pay medical fees, expectant mothers
who want to have delivery fees paid, =
parents who cannot pay for compulsory
educatlon, phys1cally handlcapped or weak-

3

-t

s .

-
>

oo

.

- 42Letter dated May 12, 1969 from Tomiya Aklyama, Chief,
'fForelgn Affalrs Bureau, Sokagakkal. .
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‘minded people who waht livelihood protection,
old people abave 65 and those who cannot
afford to live a minimum standard of life.
The Komeito assists all these people under
existing laws.

Recently, more and more people ﬁ%% related 3
to the Koméito have come to visit the publ&c
counselling centers asking for assistance.
These units serve.a very effective two-way coumunicatiop.
purpose and certainly givevthe Japanese citizens who take
'iadvantage of them a sense of closeness to the governmental
prooesses. The party staff members operate these centers, but
are under.phe direct supervision of the regional and. local
Komeito political representatives, who are frequently'available
in person. In 1968, more than 200,000 consuitations took Qﬁﬁ
place and it was announced in a recent press release thet
350,000 consultations are expected during the year 1969 b
Both the problems of specific individuals and those of specific
categories of people are brought to the.attention of the
Komeito represeﬁtatives. They in turn, within the 11mrtat10ns
of the Komeito political 1nf1uenoe, apparently -make.every
 weffort to solve both types of problems;

Politicaludemands can be made by individuals through

¢ i

the centers, by Way of their religious authorltles or directly

to the polltlcal representatlves themselves. Many of the

=
I

P

-

43Policy Bureau, Koﬁeito, The Komeito.

44Komeito,.Main Program, p. 23.




serv1ces that are associated with the old polltlcal boss

89

machines in the Unlted States are taken care of w1thin the»
framework of the Gakka1 organlzatlon. Due to its tlghtly-knit
structure and,stress‘on~face—toeface relationshlps, persons
needing jobs or financial assdstance, or even bigéer markets
for goods, can usually get these needs satisfied w1th1n the

-~

Gakkal organlzatlon. Stlll, one suspects that the oounselllng

" centers, as a specialized brokerage, have taken over much of

- e,

o thls work.
‘wg flnal means of communlcatlng claims is the 1mp1101t .
communlcatlon of the group demands of the various types of |
-people found within the Gakkai membershlp.- As indicated QQ(
earlier, it‘is probably no accident, nor is it entirely a
'factor of seeking new areas of support, that m;hy‘af the Komeito
’legislative_proposals-are oriénted toward those specific ‘types -
of beople affiliated w1th Soka Gakkal, and often found among
- the'leaders.» Although proposals for publlc hous1ng might .
appeal to most people in Japanese.soolety, speclflg_proposals
-that.the. govefnment create.better loanvoonditdons for snall .
i_enterprlses or. better safety regulatlons ‘for miners are
probably due to the fact that, expllcitly.~or by 1mp11cat10n
of tnelr membershlp 1n Soka Gakkal, these groups are making
demands that have not been satlsfled by other polltlcal groups. -

Although Komeito s ablllty to satlsfy these demands~w1th

"' concrete leglslatlon 1s still llmlted, at least the demands
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are belng channeled by’ that party to the center of government,

and in the give-and -take of politics, some of the demands may

well be responded to in a favorable manner. A more concrete

. response is contingent on future Gakkal growth, ey

Finally, although polltlcal communlcatlon in the
Komeito and Soka Gakkai system is stultlfled somewhat by

virtue of the fact that the center has the sole prerogative

" of 1nterpreting what is good, bad or indifferent as political

policy or politicdl behavior, it fs'quite apparent that there

is a'baslﬁffunctioning two-way. communication system. In terms

of matters other than rank-and-file ch01ces of polltlcal

" candidates and polltlcal p01101es, it seems rather effect?%ﬁ.

One cannot help but be impressed that on basic bread-and-butter

' issues, the party policy.proposals do representAthe basic

'"demands of their supporters.

After haV1ng looked at the leadership, the membershlp

-

-and the nature  of-. thelr relationships and communication, it

"; e

oy,
is approprlate to analyze the doctrines, values -and 1deologlcal

1deas,of_thls.movement.' After- all these bellefs and ideas, -

o presented as' the’ ohe true phllosophy, must have’ served as a key

WL v

impetus for this movement and its‘successes‘to"date.

T
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L - teaches us, we are Bom “average commoOn

CHAPTER IV

WORLD VIEW, IDECLOGY AND TACTICAL PROGRAMS )

»

There is a phrase in'the Lotus Sutra that reads

Nange nan'ﬁyu, which supposedly means, "The Lotus Sutra is

tdifficult to understand,' and the gate of enlightenment is

"tdifficult to enter.'"1 For the non-Gakkai-educated person.

to attempt to give even a reasonably &ccurate interpretation
of the basiy Gakkai beliefs, many of which stem from the

Lotus Sutra, is a most difficult proposition., The writer

once read a response by a Gakkal leader to a Western—educatgﬁﬁ
person 1nvest1gat1ng Soka- Gakkal. The leader said that since
the investigator was tralned in Western ways of thlnklng,

it would be impossible for him to understand the Lotus Sutra

and basic Nichiren beliefs without dedicated study. Toda

is also quoted.as saying to a believer:
Mr. Twamori, don't worry. Because we cannot:
completely believe in what Nichiren Daishonin

mortals. But, if we Bompu continue earnestly

in the faith, we will not fail to attain -
Buddhahood. There is no doubt. Mhen:¥we gdevote
ourselves to faith, practice and study, with
strong belief in the Gohonzon, we will no.more
be in the troubled state of Bompu . . .. In )
science, without meking research and experiment,

1

Ikeda, The Humen Revolution, I, 206.



Cyou- cannot understand the. phllosophy and
aohlevements of Elnsteln.

The -Gakkai iéader's_fesponse and this quotation intimate the

rather obscure natufe of Gakkai beliefs as well as an a~priori

-+

. . ‘ ‘ ¥
judgment that a Westerner cannot do justice to Gakkail beliefs

as they would interpret them. Nonetheless, there afe certain

beliefs that stand out as souroes of much of the social and

irta

-s polltloal thought and activity of Soka Gakkai today, and in

a manrier ‘that a non-bellever can attempt explanation, even
though hiv?ay be unw;;ling to accept them as "truth,"
World View ‘ ‘ | .

As a- young man, Nichiren (1222 1282) spent approxgw'tely
twenty years studying in various Japanese Buddhist monasterles.

“Coming to the conclusion that the factionalism of ‘medieval

aJapanese Buddhism and the . competing interpretations of Buddhist

' teachlngs,_he sought to flnd that scrlpture which would contain .

v ,r'f"

';kultlmately de01ded that the Lotus Sutra Was the.recorded truth,

and that 1t was "a scrlpture compased of Shakyamunl s own

~ doctrines were due to the loss or distortion of Sakyamuni's

the. essence .of true Buddhlsm and theréby permlt a restoratlon .

- of truth as a means for- the salvatlon of all people.3 Nlohlren ’

':e%Wordsg thatshoth.oomprehended the,partlallty of_all other

A *

ZIbld., p'. 203. L IR e - N .. _\‘? .. .'A - ‘_‘ - .

3McFarland Rush Hbur of the Gods, pp. 180 81.

-
.
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teaehgﬁge aﬁdwpromised'éalvetion to all--even those of meager
capacity and simﬁie faith."u' This sériptufe became the":
foundation on‘Which;Saint Nichiren built his messianic :

' religious sect. - ‘ _ | , x

The origin of the Lotus Sutra is still questloned by

religious sqholars, and it is believed to have appeared long
after the death of Siddhartharégutama,_the Buddha. Nonetheless;‘_
 _it has beenjone of'the most important and influential.of all
Buddhiet”eeiipturee and writings;5 JT&Farland-evaluates.this
séripturegyﬁ the following manner: |

Doctrinally, this scripture presents a , .
message radically different from the o R
pragmatic humenism and monasticism of the Y,
earlier so-called Hinayana (Small Vehicle)
Buddhism. In what is purported to be his
final and authoritative discourse, the-.
Buddha rescinds his previous teachings, in
.which he had urged each individual to seek
Nirvana by self-cultivation and merit.
‘Such teachings, he explains, had constituted
only an interim doctrine, and expedient

-+ 7 means by which heé had begun to prepare the

‘ 'totally ignorant to receive his full

" revelation. In this climactic~teaching, the
transfigured Shakyamuni- promises that by -

T grace through faith and invocation, -all .

B L manklnd—-got simply the- dlllgent few-—shall

Sl ‘be saved ) ,

-

QIbid., De. 181 Shakyamunl s the Japanese spelling

for the Sanskrlt name, Sakyamuni.
e BT o
51b1d., pp. 177- 78. '

5 6Ib1d., p. 178.



and happiness.

]

P

Salvation is conoeptuaiized as the achievement of enlighten-

-9k
ment, and enl;ghtenment is said to be that state in whioh
the kharme or reincarnation cycle is broken. Enlightenment .
is achieved primarily.by invocation to the gutra (but to ¥
defame the'§g§g§ will bring.punishment) througn prayer and
chanting. The rewards of diligence and faith are salvation

7

_ The Lotus Sutra came to Japan from India, by way of

-&..

~China. Before Nichiren, its greatest Japanese protagonist

had been &~priest, Dengyo Daishi (767-822), who had studled
and traveled in China. It was at the headquarters of the

"q‘: .
sect founded by that priest, Mt, Hiel, near Kyoto, that %Mﬁ

Nichiren was first exposed to the sor1pture.8

The sect that Nichiren founded, like other seots that

espoused the Lotus Sutra, was oriented primarily toward the

commor), man. Nichiren went further than most and condemned all
other feligionS'for heresy and for distorting.Buddhism. He

also accused the Japanese government of belng in co&lus1on with

hd ~

- ~the "heretlcal sects," and therefore the dlrect cause of the

great hardshlps that the common people were suffer1ng.9 In

v

_ | & -
"1bid., pp. 179-80. - -
8

>

9G. B. Sansom, Japan: A Short Cultural Hlstorv

(New York: Appleton—Century-Crofts, Inc., 1962), p. 332.

/4

Ibid. ' o ; SO ,'sz.'
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his essay, RiSsho Ankoku Ron'EA Treatise on the Establishment

of Righteousness and the Safety of the~Country, or as Soke

Gakkei interprets it, Book on the Pacification of the Land

‘through the Establishment of the Supreme l"ieligiofﬂ,l'O he 9

systematically attacked both the erring Buddhist sects and the

feudal govefnment. This essay waslone of the chief factors

contributing to his imprisonment and ultimate exile,11 but

-fhe interesting thing about the essay is his constant use of
phrases such as "the prosperity of the nation."  In a similar

-

essay he says, "I will ‘be the pillar of Japan. I will be .the
eyes of Japan. I will be the great vessel of Japan."lz‘ He
seems to have been stressing a primitive form of nationelisﬁﬁé
as well as his own 1mportance as a religious 1eader.

While in exile, he worked out the basic tenets of
his sect. McFarland sees these as being in the form of
five theses: ) o . .

"1.  “The doctrine that he preached was that of

the Lotus Sutra, the consummate teachlngs of
the Buddha Shakyamunl' . o

.- - 2. ‘because the degeneracy of the "latter
: days of the law (mappo) was upon them, the
people had no capacity for complicated '
doctrines but could be trained only-by ‘the

s1mp1est form of Buddhist teaching; °

10Dalsaku Tkeda, Lectures on Buddhism, L Vols. (Tokyo.
Selkyo Press, 1962 65), II,261,

-

11McFarland Rush Hour of the Gods, D. 181
.12

Sansom, Short History, p. 332.

4

A
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3. since the time of.mappo had come, only

the lotus Sutra retained the power to save
all mankind; - -

4, according to the prophecy of the Lotus .
Sutra, Japan was the country in which true - -
Buddhism should prevail and from which it

should be propagated world wide; and , ¥

5. other forms of Buddhism had completed
their missions and awaited fulfillment in
the universal acceptance of the perfect
truth. '

- Later, Nichiren was to add a sixth thesis
' '~ to these five, namely, that he himself was
the person whose coming had been foretold
as the one who should accomplish this
"miiigon.13

This became the body of dogméland Nickiren's own :
role in fulfilling these theses was based on his interpreté *Kn
of a prophecy by Sakyamuni. Sakyamuni contended that historycT
wés.divided into three parts and that Hinayana Buddhism
would prevail in the first; Mahayana Buddhism would prevail
in the seéond; and that ". . .after 2,000 years have elapsed,
unceasihg spruggleé-among éo;iet& andlwithin the various
Buddhist sécfsvﬁill'take place, My Buddhism will‘lose its

iy

. -
power and only my scriptures will be retained.” This ‘ .

T a

. final period, the latter day of the law, 'or mappo, was to be

o time when ". . .another Buddha called Jogio Bosatsu

. -13M0Earland, Bush Hour of the Gods, p. 182.
ERETRRRES 140Veréeas Bureau, Sokagekkai, Sokagakkai®and Nichiren .-’
~_Shoshu (This is the Sokegakkai, series 1, Tokyo: Seikyo Press,
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[Bosatsu is the_Japanese'for'BodhisattvéJ will meke his

97

advéﬁt. He will save the peopie by édﬁancing_. . . mOTe )
powerful teachings and doctrinés morerapplicable to that
time.?15 Nichiren viewed himself as the fulfillmént of this
prophecy, and the Soka Gakkal belief today that Nichiren was
the "True Buddhe," superior to the original in India, stems

16

from their acceptance of this belief.

Before Nichiren's death, he inscribed an invocation .

to the Lotus Sutra along with the names"of all important
Buddhas and; Bodhisattvas on a piece of . camphor wood.

Theoretically, this object, the Gohonzon or Worship Objécﬁ,

A

>

AT
has the full powers of Nichiren himself. Hence, it is to %

-

this Gohonzon that the Daimoku, Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, is to

=l

 be directed. Thé Daimoku is translated roughly as "hail to

the Lotus Sutra," but is supposed to have a much deeper

meaning than these Simple words would indicate. The twenty-

gixth High'Priééf,.Nikkan Shonin, is supposed to have said of
- ]

7

the Gohonzon's power: . J .
. ) L
e - No prayer unanswered; =7

. No sin unforgivens; - . -
All good fortune will be bestowed; - 17
All righteousness will be proven. - - .

¢

151pia., p. 12.

"~16T§ﬁguo Ishida and Yoshikatsu Takeiri, The Teachings

.of Nichiren Daishonin and What is the Gohonzon?.{This is_the _ .-

Sokagakkal, series 13, Tokyo: Seikyo Press, n.d.), pp. 4-5.

171bid., p. 17
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~ . Since Nichiren was-all-powerful ‘and had ndeduced"®
the "truth" through enlighterment, all -ideas or religious
teachings notdpremised on this truth were by definitidn
J_gx_ or false and evil teachlngs. To obey the 1aws and
practlce of Nichiren Buddhism was to ensure enllghtenment
salvation anddhapplness;_but the reverse was to seek misery.
..... ’Thereforsa any misery'that oné‘sxperienced was automatically
i 'f;diagnosed as due to the "incorrect" béliefs of'oné's past
A(elther this llfe or some former life).- ) h
Qwﬁ ‘above teachings point out.one of the most ba81c

elements of Nichiren's Buddhism, i.e., that all precepts are

‘absolute. In perusing the writings of Nichiren, one is ®%

e

, {
cqnstantly faced with categorizations such as five laws,

seven evils, six sins or seven punishments. - This practice,
‘often found in Eastern writings, is uncomfortable for the

Western-educated "relativist," but points toward the

-

T
¢

absolutistic'ﬁatdre of ﬁichiren's beliefs. By the. _.same
token, the ba51c value system becomes apparent 1nasmuch as
,good and evil (or right and wrong) are determined by whether~
. or not one's acts or beliefs conform to the teachlngs and
practlces of Nlchlren. - Today, the arblters of ﬂhis standard
‘:'?are Soka Gakka1 and Nichiren Shoshu. By deflnltion, then, an

‘act or: an41dea is. rlght only if it is based on the teachlngs
. -

e e T

 ®kedn, The Humen Revolution, I,238-39.




and. practlces of Nlchlren and hlS "legltlmate" descendants-;‘
the Orthodox Seot of Nichiren and its- lay body, Soka Gakkai.
Another 1mpllcat10n_of the above 1deas, at least for_
,'philosophidal purposes, is the notion that actions and ]
conditions stem f¥om ideas. If evil acts or unsavdry eeeial \
conditions-are a preduct of "felse" teachings,-and gaéé acts

and happiness stem from "true"*teachings, one must assume'that‘“' o

¢~there 1s a crude Kantian-like notlon ba31c to this bellef

system.” This would explaln why MakLguchl s rather relat1v1stlc_;-

| “theory of value" has llttle meaning in the present Nichiren
Buddhist ;Entext. 2 The view that e person is a product of
hls_env1ronment is not unique, but both the sense of 1nev1ba§‘
bility and the notion of one truth that_will ultimately prevaal
are unusual‘for‘Japanesé.Buddhism and rather contrary o moet
contemporary non-Marxist and non-fundamentalist Christian_
scholarshlp 1n the West, However, by making these qualifications,

.ilt is apparent that there are those who do belleve Anetihe . e

1nev1tab111ty of events and ohange and in an’ ultlmate or

T -

supreme truth ,'5 'k-'~ ' o [T t'- . .

el

Complementlng thls idea of absolute truth 1s the

iconcept Sh1k1 shln Funl, or the 1nseparab1i1ty bﬂ spirit and

- matter, Although Soka Gakkal, in its present teaching practice, =

-
.

s 9Josel Toda hlmself stated. thls fact""The phllosophy P
';{[‘of value 'is only a preliminary theory which leads .to True - :
“‘fBuddhism.P' Ikeda, ‘The Human Revolutlon, I 247.. ' :
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does ﬁst‘épend much tiﬁe“explaining their interpretation‘

of thévvery complex Buddhist beliefs about the existende:

of life and matter, the concept of Shiki-sghin Funi seems to -

- be considered as a key for explaining the superiority of
Nichiren's teachings. According to this doctxine,'matﬁer

and spirit are one. As the chlef spokesman for doctfinal

affairs, Ikeda has said:

Democratic revolutions aim at the people
. gaining freedom 'ahd equality., Communist

revolutions are fought to realize peoples

liberation. However, basic faults are to

be found in their fundamental ideas. They

at¥ one-sided; either too materialistic or

too spiritualistic.

Real existence is neither material nor ‘ LAl
spiritual. It is the life of Shiki-shin

Funi .(the inseparability of matter and

mind). Here, Shiki means matter or body,. .
and shin, spirit. or mind, The two are one
and inseparable. They can be observed from
either of two .sides, but in actuality, they
‘are one and insepareble. Modern philosophy
should discard both spiritualism and 20
materialism and -start from life-philosophy.

n e T
R ".\' : .

it

-

R

P

[ - 2 - v . -

Sl 2QComplete-Works, pp. 125-26. "Life philosophy" is
Toda's interpretation of a rather obscure part of -the Lotus
‘Sutra that he feels is the key to undersianding all animate
things. Also, see Ikeda, The Human Revolution; IV,1-23.-

-+ ..Life has past, present and future existence and 1is forever;
hence, Nichiren Buddhism is called the "philosophy of life”
since it .purports to explain this notion. This is also’'a good

. example '6f the role that the Soka Gakkeal leader plays in the
| interpretation of  doctrine, and it is.particulgrly this inter-
Y prétation of Toda's that is supposed to have prompted Him o=~
.. "put- away Makiguchi's 'philosophy of value' . . ." and begin
"~ lecturing on the Lotus Sutra. Ibid., I,17.
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*

It is because of this "tfuth" that Soke Gakkai claims.that
Nichlren Buddhism is the superior phllosophy on which
polltlcal 1nst1tut10ns should be based

Religion is the basis for all phenomena in
life. It clarifies-the activities of man's:
life, When it is wviewed from a theoretical .
viewpoint, it is a philosophy or. idea, and when
it is practiced in actual Tife, it becomes
religion or faith, The true religion practloes
the life-philosophy of Shiki-shin Funi in Man's
actual life., The true religion can lead us to
the supreme political idea. .

In a rather s1mp11stlc manner, Soka Gakkalﬂproceeds to divide
the world Qp?the mid- twentleth century 'into two basic
philosophically4based systems. They point out that "the

\‘5

current crisis of the world cannot be solved by today's twoNE%

major political thoughts--oapltallsm and socialism," n22 At

another point they indicate that "there are twoqthllosophlcal
trends holding sway in the present world: Materialism and °

Splrituallsm." 23 The world is split between the materialists
iand ‘the splrltuallsts. Without spe01fy1ng why, they conclude

that capitalisd exists as the leadlng economlc system 1n

-

;, Chrlstlan“ countrles. Nlchiren S phllosophy recon01les these™

'irtwo "1ncomp1ete and. partlal" and hence errlng phllOSophles,

and produces a superlor system based on the: dootrlne of

LI

'721Comp1ete Works, DPe. {26~ 27
‘522

LR

f?BNichlren Shoshu Sokagakkal, p. 112

Overseas Bureau, Sokagakkal, Sokagakkal and Komelto, p..’
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Shiki-shin Funi. Just how Shiki~shin Funi carries this

out is not quite explained, but when one reads that
"Nichiren Daishonin embodied the real‘aspeot of life or the

. law of the universe in. the form of the Dai-Gohonzon of

. ‘ : . ¥
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo," it seems as if Nichiren, as the

Jogyo Bosatsu, is the fountainhead of all lire.?? This is

further indicated by the stafement,

.- Nichiren Daishonin, bestowed the Gohonzon
: upon mankind as the source of absolute -

‘happiness, with the promise fhat if only
men comes in contact with the Gohonzon, he
will not fail to attain Buddhahood. Thus,
ma¥rtan attain’ the state of Enlightenment
by worshipping the Gohonzon, he will not
only understand this great living ener
but also will receive good fortune.2s5

o

a
HTe

{
The implication would seem to be that life is eternsal

and althqugh‘appearances'might change, mind, matter and life
are irretrievably'intertwined, constant,‘indestructible and
at one with the universe.2® Buddhahood would be the
realizéfion_of~thi§, and‘theATrue Religion is tﬁe means for
this realization. Finally, Buddhahood-a} eﬁlightenment:;s

something that man can attain in this world during thls , -

L

_lifetime. - Worshlpplng the Gohonzon puts man in harmony with

the rhythm of the‘"universal life force."' Quotrng Toda

»24Ibid., p. 95. Dai meesns great or powerful.
25Ibidf, P. 25. (Italics are this writer¥s). . - o e
_26Ikeda, The Humen Reyvolution, IV,38. ° .
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In our life there exists the two laws of
Sen-jo.27 As pure life moves in harmony
with the rhythm of the universe, accepting : _
all external conditions as they are, it does -
-not have any unnatural element within its :
movement. When people give full play to N
this rhythmical vital life-force, they can '
" enjoy their life. |

. .again:

He goes on to’point~eut‘the reverse--suffering, misery,
dlsease, bad fortune, etc.--are due to one's being-out of
harmony with" the v1ta1 life- force, 1eBes not worshipplng the

Gohonzon.?g

The Shiki-ehin Funi doctrine phrports to explain ﬁhe
nature of soeiety——i e., that all sociai'condifions are-a | S8
product of 1deas, and the lack of a correct understanding andﬁT
philosophy leads to "bad" social condltlans. As far as a
‘view of man is cohcerned, the doctrine only 1mplieé that man
suffers fer not worshipping the Gohonzon (or prospers because
he doeefeoiwprshipjy and‘ﬁay euffer in a society not established
on Buddhisf principles. The implicatieﬁfwoﬁld-Eppeaf to, be |

that man is totally 1ncapable of controlllng his env1ronment

s ',t/

-

PO .

7CompleterWorks, p. 547, v ehjo: the two laws of

_Sen—p_ and Jo-ho., .Sen-po, Which-indicates the polsonous
-~ ‘effects received from false religions, causes a wWrong
. Jillusion-oft 11fe. Jo-ho, which indicates a life- harmonized
. .with. the rhythm of the unrverse, is the cause of enllghten-
' V”ment.; , B e ' : ‘ , S

28

Ibld.;h::




" and after that he need only commit himself to the care of

;warthy of respect the 1and is sacre
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and that his only need for rational faculties is for choosing

that which is good for him--i.e.,:accepting True Buddhism;

the Gohonzon. Yet, Soke Gaekkai claims to have great respect

for humanity and to be working for the realization of hﬁman-

welfare.29 Of men, Ikeda says:.

Many may seenm ignorant, lazy, passive or
irrational. These comprise merely one
extreme phase of human quality. Man has.
wisdom that puts him above other animals.

~ He has ability to produce great civilizatious,
He creates value incessantly, and advances
himgelf toward the unknown future.

Therefore, none can deny that man may-be :
irrational sometimes, but he is still en- - @
dowed with a plentitude of reason. 5
. » +Man's evil or good nature, his

rationality or irrationality are something

like two sides of [gic | coin., To view only '

one side of man and to consider it the truth

is erroneous. -There should be above all a

permanent true recognition of %he human
_life and respect for humanity.

R

‘Nichiren Dalshonln is supposed to have sald that "Because the

lew is supreme, Man is worthy of TeSpect._ Because man is

a."1  mne impliéation' E

oois that the measure of man is not so much. accordlntho ablllty

l‘

.or_lntelllgenee,,but rather by how well he obeys thevlaws ‘

'e7;301b1d.__ -

Bllbldo ’ pu 123.
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of Buddhism. ‘Man's rational powers are important only
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insofar as he needs them to’coﬁprehend True Buddhism.

Another aspect of the nature of man can be concluded
from. the implications of the Nichiren stress on shakubuku. 3
By emphasizing the conversion of others and the development
of social structures that have their origin in True Bﬁddhism,‘
the Gakkail organization‘seems to be saying that man's talents,
.ratlonal faoultles and abilities are important and only have
meaning to ‘the degree that they are used ‘to serve the require-
ments of-thgifaith. In so using one's talent and intellect,
one achieves enlightenment ano is worthy of respect; but hot
otherwise. This interpretation, however, seems to conflict
w1th the stress on soclal ‘welfare measures found in Komeito
policies. To overcome thls conflict there is one further
concept that must be reviewed. S

. Since political ideas are construed to be a product
of religionj and all rellglons, except Nlchlren Buddhism, are
by definition false, this next tenet is a foregone conclusion.
;yGood polltloal 1nstitut10ns can only be-based on True Buddhlsm.

Soka Gakka1<has from the beglnnlng, however, c}almed that this

-was not intended to mean saisei-itchi or the unification of

church and state (literally religion and state), &t least not

S 1n 1ts tradltlonal ‘sense. Rather, they nold that "Obutsu

- .
“‘ zogo is the correct relatlonshlp between polltics and
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religion."32

In meking their argument for Obutsu Myogo, they

" point out that political institutions.today are "naturally
separated" from religioh,33 and that political institutions ¥
that could-truly serve the welfare of mankind need ohlylhave
True Buddhism as.their source of value. The political.
stfuctures can be separated from the religious structures
bhysically, and if so separated, this would constitute the
separatibn of church and state. e
The,post often expressed fear by critics of Soka
Gakkal is thét were they to come to power, they would iﬁpdse
their religion on non-believers, i.e., the religious authorigi%s
would use the state polloe powers to realize their rellglous
goals. The Gakkail leaders deny this, and furthermore, deny
that they will use violerice of any sort in bringing about a
revolution in socigty, Ag Ikeda suggested:
This- is why the individual humen revolution
through the true religion should~first
penetrate into all classes in socilety,
. ., followed by revolutions in pollticE
e - "education, economics and culture.,’
In other words, it is on the personal 1evel that the revolution,

1 3

a religlows one, will first take place. The ind1v1dua1 will

321pia., p. 137. (Italics are the writer's). _ »

] . N ) ) KR - .
331pia.
34

Ibid., p. 127.



o | . S 107
realize the truth of Nichlren“Buddhism, and then will support
leaders who observe the precepts of the faith as the.basis
for their pOliCleS and behavior, Eventually the believers
‘will be numerous enough to elect a majorlty of Buddh1st )

lleaders, and these leaders_will be able to legislate policles
that will truly be in the interest of the public welfare and
not of just a few prlvate interests. What about those stubborn
'lndividuals mhohrefuse'to be converted? Apparently;'they will .
be toleratedj but the assumption is tﬁatlonce an individual
realizes ‘that the polltlcs of True Buddhism are really in._his
w% .. own interest,. he will no longer oppose the government and 1ts
policies, and presumably, will be converted hlmself. Tne Q%ﬁ
important thing is that the government structure and other

structures will be physically separated, just as the governments
" in Western democracies are phys1cally separated from the'churches,'

even though the politiecs in each of those countries do in fact

have a religious basis.
-

el - ' Related to Obutsu Myogo, whlch is sometlmes called
'"Buddhist democracy,“35 is the concept of democracy put forward

by Soka Gakkal. Whereas the Western connotatlon of democracy

£ T

tends more to Stress processes, the Gakkai pos1t10n is to
"36

-

1nterpret democracy as ab“set of attitudes. For example,

.

35Ib1d., p.5175 S LT T
: . 36James W. Whlte, "Mass Movement -and Democracy Soka- '
gakkal in Japanese ‘Politics," American Political Science

. Review, LXI (September, 1967), 744 (Heréinafter referred to

o as- “Mass Movement and Democracy _

RS
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Ikeda has said:

As a rule, the word 'democracy' reflects
a thought or philosophic ideology and
democratic government means political or
social systems.. Democracy, as an idea, is
centered around liberty, equality and dignity. ¥
The democratic government, basing itself on

these principles, is, as Lincoln puts it,

‘government of the people, by the people,

for the people.' Government for the people

is an especially conspicuous feature of

democratic government,37

-At another tlme Ikeda says:

Politics should play 'its actlve ‘role in -
meking the people happy. Political leaders
should respect the will of the .people but
should go further by leading them towards
greater happiness.

The ultimate ideal of democracy 1is found ﬁg;
in the close relations between leaders who

sincerely thirst for the people's happiness

and the people who place whole-hearted trust-

in their leaders. The discovery gf such

leaders is the key to democracy.

and finaliy:

L

Democracy can be achieved by its underlying
philosophy. - What, then, is this philosophy?

In the end, it is one which attaches 1mportance
to human 11fe. : : T

HlS ENlchlren Dalshonln éj great phllosophy of ' T
life explains. to the fullest the fundamentals. ’

of humanism, which should be made the basis of
democracy. Only Buddhist democracy,- which.is

based on such a philosophy, is capable of

establlshlng true democracy that will lead to

-

P

R

37complete Works, p. 119. (Italics are this writer's). ~/

- 31pia., p. 176.
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o

reallzing the happlness and peace desired by
all humanity.39

- Democracy, then, in the Gakkal sense is a social condition

in wh;ch all individuals are equal before the Dai—Gohonédﬂ' .
and all individuals are treated with respect and digﬁity,

The sect professes to respept the British parliémentarﬁ

system as an ideal to be emulatedi but they are not clear

45 to how such a parliamentary system would function under a
Buddhist'democracy. They also speak of - the need for suoh“
civil rightsf gs freedom.of speech, press, and religion. A

clue 1nd10at1n; that it would not be democracy as perceived

in Western political theory is noted in the following: g

R3

i

Modern democracy is often known as the
democracy of the masses. However, one cannot
always trust the masses, because the
intellectual or educational level of the
masses, as.a whole, is not very high and

the masses are liable to act with emotions

or impulse. It is very difficult for them
~to be rational.

Is one left to-conclude that "Buddhist dgﬁocracf,"”although
‘:bgpeVOlent is a form of “tuﬁelary“ aemocéacy? *This 'is not ..
'1answered adequately, but Ikeda notes that ‘in the past, a
falllng of most polltloal systems has been the 1naB111ty to

reconcile individual desires w;th the need for social order.

-

39Ibid.; pp. 264-65. o ' P L -ﬂf'

uoIbid., pp. 182-83.
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He "testifies“ that "the {debiogy for achieving two

110

contradictory goals at once--the ensuring of 'freedom' and
'equality' for all and the establishment of ideal relations

between ipdividuals‘and'society——is Obutsu Myogo or . . .
41 ' -

Buddhist democracy."

Obutsu Myogo is therefore the creation of those

social conditions in'which social.welfare and individual

happlness are both realized, and thls is- poss1b1e only by
choosing 1eaders who know and obey the practlces of the
"phllosophy;ﬁf life" or True Buddhism.. 'If the above is con-

strued as a process, then the effect of that process is also

?;
5
o df

Obutsu Myogo (or Buddhist democracy), namely, that 5001ety

where the ideal conditidhs'persist and are perpetuated.
Presumsbly then, in such a society.there would be no
dissenters so there would be none to oppose the structural -

arrangements of a Buddhist democratic system.

e

Ideology -~ = I
" Carl Ffiedrich has said that»"ideplogies are action-

;reiated systems of 1deas," and that

They contaln a progran and a strategy
for its realization, and their eSSentlal
,functfgn is to unite the organizations

-

o

o , ullbld., P 176 The use of the-word- 'testlfy
1ntended "to denote a commén practice in Ikeda's wrltings,
“which is to end most references to Nlohlren s- Buddhlsm with

_;:a brief "testlmony" of conviction.
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which are built around them.
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For Soka Gakkai, and therefore for Komeito as well, the

program is to realize Rissho Ankolku [the Pacification of the :

.Land-through True Buddhism] and Obutsu Myogo--i.e., the welfard
of sooiety andvthe happiness of the individual,. Altnonéh

Japan is the immediate focus, even in Nichiren's time it was
assumed that the "truth" of Buddhism would eventually be known
throughont the world, and today Soka Gakkai often speaks- of - |
a ‘goal of "one worldlsm."43 The natgne and phllosophy of
True Buddhfsﬁ and the process of paolficatlon 1nvolves the
destroying of - a1l heretical religions and replaclng the -
institutions derived from such religions with new 1nst1tutio;%7
"that will have True‘Buddhism as their foundation. ‘The ultimabe
obJectlve of this program is also called Kosen-rufu (wide

propagatlon), or "the achlevement of the state in which all

_people -accept and believe in the teachings of Nichiren

S~

Daishonin {:1'.J"44.‘in the Rissho Ankokp Ron, Nichiren is

"supposed to have prophes1ed that within 700 years, durlng

?'mappo, thls obJectlve would be reallzed. Ikeda recently

scaled down' the number: of converts neoessary to-oonstltute

<

- -

: MZCarl Je Frledrlch Man and His Government (New York
_,McGraw—Hlll Book Company, Inc.,v1963) D. 89 .

e e e

’:“N 43Complete Works, p. 267
.1  u44

Ikeda,fLectures on Buddhism, IT,4. g
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Kosen-rufu when he said:

e o o Kosen-rufu will virtually be achieved
when the total membership of Soka Gakkal
reaches one third of Japan's population

and another one third will become supporters
of the Komeito even though they do not accept ¥
the faith and the rest o£ the population are -

opposed to the religion. 5

Nonetheless, fhis“would theoretically mean political control
of the Japanese government, and hence, theoretically, the

ability to realize Obutsu Myogo.

The strategy for realizing thelT program -is to bring
. about the "hgyén revolution" through shakubuku, i.e., the

conversion of every person to Nichiren Shoshu. ‘Shakubuku

is ‘considered to be Jjihi, or an act of mercy. By "subduing Qi%
the will" of a potential convert, that person is enabled to

_reélize the truth and ultiﬁate happiness. Happin;éé,“however,
can only be realized through Zealous shakubuku effortsvby
every believer. Through shakubuku, the "human revolutioﬁ"
" takes place, and the ‘more pefsons who undergo this revolution,

.

','tpe sooner Obutsu Myogo and Kosen-rufu will be realized. : ‘The

I'd

closer Obutsu Myogo is approached, *the more cah individuals

‘realize happiness. Through Obutsu Myogo, the nation and the

world.will be saved--all due to each person's role in this

process.,

© ' At the seme time that the "human revolution" is taking

J . - . ™ o -

>  ,.   45Complete_WQrks, pp. 197-98.

.
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place, the groundwork for Obutsu Mvogo'cah'also be laid.

This 1nvolves preparlng the members for thelr roles in the

polltlcs of the future system and setting up those institutions
and policies, at leas§ on the party level, that will prevail
when Kosen-rufu arrives. There is also the obligation to

point out, by "rewritingh history, the errors in other
political practices and idéas, and to informlphe Ponfopnverted
of the benefits of the ideal systém based on True Buddhism.
For this purpose theAKoﬁeito was established by iééders

guided byxTrdg/Buddhismﬂgs a "true" mass party, supported by
,:"a.maSQﬁgrganization," free. from corruption, and the only
“party that is really a “"Japanese party for the Japanese,"

) To refuse to carry out one's duties, whether by not
ﬁorshipping thé Gohonzon properly, nofrcarrying out the
preseribed shakubuku practices, or by not fulfilling any

. other assigﬁments Sy_pbligations, one is damned to misery
and,écbrn;; If one believes in the rewards of faithful service,

one will probably believe in the punishments for not serviné

~

-falthfully._,_,. PR ' e

The ‘program is to realize Kosen—rufu and Obutsu Mvogo-f-
'the organlzatlon is Soka Gakkal with its political arm, Komelto'
and the strategy is to carry out a "human revolutlon.‘ Not -

a revolutlon in the Marx1st sense, but a revolutlon at the

v_4§Com§iefe Works, pp. 188-89.
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individual level, that, vihen compounded by'millions of suoh
revolutions, will 1ead to the realization of broader sociai
"and political revolutions. The use of pressure is a | .
characteristic of this fevolution, but violent force’seems to @
be more the exception than the rule. Despite the "revolutionary"
fervor and the apparent ideological drive, there is a dimension
of Komeito that appears to be much. more subdued and pnaotical.

Tactical Programs

Until they are able to realize Kosen-rufu, Komeito
appears wilking to work within the contekxt of the present

Japanese political system. They are content to use the’

4‘@.&
established political 1nst1tut10ns, function as a bargaining %“1

unit in the Diet and compete on much the same level as the

-0

_other Japanese political parties. The Gakkai and Komelto
leaders have admonished their colleagues and supporters to

study politics, and at times the party leaders manifest

" considerable political sophistication.

Y

" At one time there seems to have been some violations
zoﬂnthe rather strlot Japanese electoral laws, but in praotlce

Komeito appears to be very concerned about obeylng the

t . L.

They ! have sometimes cooperated openly with

.

establlshed laws.

groups of whom they have been very critical in their writings.

-

Nevertheless, 1t almost seems that Komelto ‘has more closely ,.

e L e

approx1mated the stated 1deals of the other Japanese partles

chan have those parties themselves.
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It may be true that all of Komeito's political

115

policies are based on the ideals of True Buddhism, but it 3

can also be argued that their policies have-relevance to the
immediate Quture, are often pragmatic, and seem calculated h .
to appeal to specific Japanese social groups. Perhapé

Komeito po}ic& and program proposals can best be~construéd,as
tactical programs that will serve as building blocks for the
future ideal society. Any implementation of its present

policies would mean théﬁ’the goal was Aésrer to realization;

A look at théwgévelopmentvof the basic party platform will
indicate the "here-and-now" orientation of the party.

When the party was first inaugurated in 1964, ité' Qﬁ;
platform was very general, Interhationally, it came out for
peaée and disarmément, the.abolition of nuclear wéépéﬁs,.
‘retehtion of the "no war" clause in the Japanese Constitution,'
"a more in?gpendent attitude toward the United States, and
‘recognition of Red China. Domestically, it stressed the
'_people's welfare, halting inflation, socigi serviEes, s
modernization.of the farm structure, aid to mediun and small

industries and an end to corruption in goVefﬁment.uz- Critics

e T

said the program was unrealistic and too vague to be meaningful.

Komeito had not really had time to work out the details as to

L.

, — ; - . .
”47Emerson Chapin, "Japanese Buddhist Sect Forms Political = .
Party," New York Times, May 18, 1964, p. 4, (Hereinafter referred
..to as "Japanese Buddhist Sect"). . ‘
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-how these planks might be implemented but it has worked
continuously since 1964 to spell out each p01nt and to show "
~how each can be_lmplemented into today s political context.

. The program that-was announced-at the January, 1969,
party conventfon'is comprehensive and, though permeatedﬂmlth '
& mixture of ideals and a promction of special interests?
it is oriented toward Japan today.48 The party mekes
1nnumerable proposals deallng w1th nearly every phase of
Japanese llfe, many of them 80 speclffc ‘as even to name, for

~example, thedexact amount of welfare assistance a chlld should

recelve. The party argues for clean elections, neutrallty

in 1nternat10nal politics, recognltlon of ‘Red Chlna, rev1s1onww

.o-

and eventual ellmlnatlon of. . the U.S.-Japanese-securlty pact,
. strengthening of the United Nations, a regional‘ﬁ;Nl;head—
'Quarters;in Tokyo,,basic-tax"exemptions and reductions for
'-all lower income peoples (below $3,000) and special aid to
wsmaller“bus1n‘esse“s. ‘Theyfadvocate price controls, stronger
control of big business, publlc housing - on a large scaley-
:}be;ter labor condltlons and a thorough revamplng of the B .

Veducatlonal system to make it more personallzed and more

_2access1ble at all‘levels for all people. They also meke

R4

mlfgyspe01f1c proposals for ald for spe01flc segments of- the

,'economy,_v1z., small—medlum ihdustrles, agrlculture, forestry

3N

e,

'KomeitO,‘MainW?rogram;gi"
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and fishing,'and_mining. ‘The party platform implies that

117

‘the culprit perpetuating endemic societal problems isﬁJapan;s
‘large business enterprises with the_special advantages they
enjoy as a‘conseduence of their close ties with the party 9
in power. | . |
pSpecifically for 1969, Komeito pledged to work toward
the gradual elimination of the Japanese-American security
arrangement to effectuate as much of their social welfare
_program as poss1b1e, and to continue to press for better
. government-atyall levels. Party proposals on such things as

the revision of ties with U.S., recognition of Red China,

the modernization of Tokyo as a city and the implementation ng

of thelr announced basic polltlcal philosophy, "the-middle-of-

-,

.the road principle of government," are correlated w1th a.care-
fully prepared tlmetable.LP9
‘The implication of Komeito proposals is a form of

" socialism (they"cgllVitfneo—socialism),~possibly similar to.

. . Fabian Soclallsm, with a large role for government - For ‘the

mcst part, the Japanese (unlike many Amerlcans) are not

opposed to an 1mportant_role for government in the economy

o vt .
o . n

49For examples, see Komeito Press releases of 1968 and
1969 (many releases are fully written- programs); Ikeda on
"China in Eéohomic Salon, January 1, 1969, p. 30; Ikeda, Complete
Works, pp. 193-254; -and The Komeito series, 1, 2-& 3, The
Vision of Komeito, Qn Middle of the Road Government and
The Vision of -a New Tokyo, all written by Daisalku Ikeda,
TTEkyo Komei Press, n.d.). .

it e T
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or in society generally. The Komeito would further point

118

out that "good leaders," following the path of True Buddhism,
would always have the welfare of the whole society at heart
and that there would be rothing to fear from government.

As a party not in power, Komeito is in a good

position to propose legislation which has appeal to all groups

or any specific group. As one reagds their various proposals,
the nagging question is how they would reconcile their
_proposals w1th the economic Trealities 1f ‘they were in power.
.Assuming that_sthe party leaders pursued,thelr goals, it 1is
still unclear as to where the money would come from for the

" implementation of such things as welfare measures and public
hou31ng projects, since at the same time they would exempt
the incomes of large numbers of people from taxes, and would

‘redee to 1evy taxes on- those things that the "masses" would

’;
-:)
4

need. Presumably the wealthier classes and big business would

‘pick up the tab, but one is inclined to.feel that Komeito

%

Aleaders'do not fully comprehend the politioal and‘ecoﬁomioa
1mp110at10ns of thelr proposals. Even if.they were capable

of succeedlng with thelr domestlo program, Japan 1s ‘tied to

.
- @

an international eponomlc and political system on Which Komeéito

wili not likely have anY'major influence for a long time.

The questlons are then' What would happen to Japan if China

refused to cooperate w1th Kome ito proposals, or the Unlted States

) refused to go along with them, or the nations of the U.N.



refused to agree to their cdllective security proposal?
The answers, of course, are unknown; but despiterthe
u_idealism, which one canAeasily admire,'thefe remains é

dlsquleting,feellng that .along with economics, the reallties .
of 1nternatlona1 politics are not fully understood. 'The |
ultlmate test as to whether Komeito could square its iaeéls
with the unidealistic realities;'would come when it was able
4 to assume political control of Ja;an. Desplte its- remarkable
electoral advances to date, Komeito s£ill has a long way to
50 before‘iszan reasonably expect to ?xer01se national
polltlcal leadership.
Summarlzlng, it can be said that the Komeito world
view is based on a Buddhist philosophy that stresses 1ndiv1dualw
' happlness and a harmonlous‘spclety,kW1th each individual in
hgrmony‘with_ali individuals, and the whole societj, therefore,
ip.harmon& with the "rhythm of life." From this world view
1. - Soka Gakkai has-developed an ideoldgy_phat stresses early
realizafigntof“thése Buddhist ideals thrSugﬂla fhuggp

.

T -revolution," or‘the conversion, on a’ one~by-one . basis, of all

PR

'LTjimen to Nlchlren Shoshu. The ultimate goalmis Kosen-rufu and

vautsu Mvogo, or an 1dea1 soclety whereln hnlversai happlness

K}

f“ifand prosperlty prevail, Flnally, desPlte thls 1dealogy, Komelto

..5 has apparently been able to work within the established system,

;and has proposed 1nnumerable specific pOllCleS ﬁhat Whlle e

1deallstlc ‘and’ presumably based on "Buddhlst“
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ideals, are nonetheiess briented.toward the -problems and

conditions in Japsn and the world today.- Komeito, therefore,
seems to display a certain pragmatic flair that does not

appear characteristic of .its ideological predispositions and
its philossphical background. The next area that needs to ‘

be considered-is the party's role in the Japanese political

systemn.

e

&
.3‘(‘?‘5
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CHAPTER V
THE PARTY AND THE POLITICAL SYSTEM -

Soka Gakkai has been called a "multiphasic maes‘l
movement."1 its expanéion, while being ﬁhenomenal in terms
of numbers, has been jﬁst as remarkable in terms of its
areas of 1nvolvement. As has been indicated, the goal

~seems to be one of creatlng a -"total 1nvolvement 8001ety

. wherein contimal active participation of the individual

is not the only consideration, but wherein every phase of
the'individualﬁs'life is satisfied within the Gakkal freme— Q%@
work The‘ultimate goal of-this organization is ﬁething
;less than a "revolution" (u81ng non-violent tactlcs)mat ‘every
| level of sqciety. Regarding the "levels of sociopolitical
organizezipn" at which efforts for change may be directed--
’ i.e., government, Tregime and community-;the Gakkai aspirations
.g:would‘be to chahge not oﬁly the existing ;overnmentwand the

' regime (i. e.,'"fundamental rules of" the political game in

-

jsoclety"), but the communlty as well 2 Thlsemeans that they

P

seek to change the basic Japanese social organlzation and

-

McFartend, Bush Hour of the Gods, D.. 19%um.

2Chalmers Johnson, Revolutionary Change. (Boston:

"*MQILittie, Brown and Company, 1966), pp. 140- 141
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structure;.including the'fundamental values of society, and
replace them with a new system basedqen those "Buddhist"
values inherent in Nichiren Buddhilsm, |

As has been pointed out, this "revolutionary" effort
is not aimed toward the disruption and violent overthrow ef
the Japanese political system, but is being carried out by
working from within or permeatingbsooiety at every level
through the shakubuku- process. Even though their 1deology
and beliefs stress urgéncy in their revolutionary efforts, the
:  Soka Gakkai organization. has nonetheless implied a w1111ngness
to work w1th1n the established system and institutions (even
- though shakubuku may infringe at times on the "splrlt of the &%
law"™ by invading the privacy of nonbelievers).

From the above one can see that the nature”of'Soka
‘Gakkal is generally aggressive but. cautious, and that while
in rhetoric they condemn the existing system as 1nherently
“evil due to ”heretical"‘religious and philosophical ideas
- and values, they nonetheless are willing to work within the
tesggblished ffamewbrk as a sub¥system; Penhaps the trends
6f'development and the nature of -this sub-system can better
be conceptualized by using a model for systém'deﬁeldpment.

Soka ‘Gakkai as a "Svstem" ' -

“In their Comparatlve Polltlcs- A Developmental

Approach, Gabriel Alﬁond and G.'Bingham Powell ha¥e presented -

e limited"framewerk for the analysis of developing political

kY

e

{
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systems.BﬁASdka Gakkai, bf.course, cannot be construed as
a political systeﬁ per se, even théugh one might argﬁe that
it is a prototype or microcosm of their "ideal" system. The
applicability of this ffamework lies in the fact that the
criterié uséd seem relevant to any social system or sub- :
system. |

A "system" is conceptualiéeﬁ as having an "inter- -
dependence of parts, and a boundary of some kind between it
and its enVirbnment."u‘ System development is perééived:as“
-_fhe incréase within the system of (1) cultural secularization
(or increasing reliance within the system on the use of

-reason and rational analysis for problem solving); (2) struc- QQH

1
tural differentiation (or increasing stress on role special-

ization); and (3) sub-system autonomy (or’increasiﬁggaﬁtonoﬁy

'éf roles‘gnd structures within-thevsystem).5 Within their
 framework Aimond and Powell see developing systems as moving

up a vertgcél pontinﬁum (Y éxis) from primitive through

" traditional to modern, depending on their §ecu1arizgpiQn and
.'éﬁ{gptural diﬁferentiation,'and moving'alopé a horizontal : N

line (X axis) from low to high sub-system autonomy. : The

¢ -V LIRS

3Gabrlél A, Almond and G. Bingham Powell, Jr., Comparative
Politics: A Developmental Approaoh,_(Bgston: Little, Brown and
Company, 19667, p. 308. '

"ulbld;, P. 29. 7 . D C S e -

-

OIbid., p. 308.
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relative dévelopment of_a‘s&stem is determined by how far
up the vertical scale and how far over oh the horizontal _
‘scale it can be plaoed._ _ 3
. When placing Soka Gakkai in this framework, one can v
start with the first study group that Josei Toda formed . .
after World War II. This was the beginning of Soke Gakkai
and was characterized by the tradition- - master-disciple
relationships) stressing face-to-faf cuntact and,reoiprocal :
.obligatioms.i Any role different.tion at this point was
' ;intermittent;'the culturé was rather parochial; and there
was no need for sub-systems. According to the analytlcal
' model then, this initial system was a relatively "prlmltlve" V“i
one,

When Tkeda became Gakkai's president in 19o0’,"j’t'h'e
-movement had expanded its area of involvement and had established
a sophisticated organisational.structure. This meant that new
;roles for Gakkai members had been created that new structures
I_were being utlllzed and that, in terms of leadershlp selection
-"andfthe organlzatlon of both the structures ‘and act1v1t1es, a
more: seoularlzed culture had been developed (or adapted from

outside the system). However, since all act1v1t1es were still

carefully coordinated withih'the framework of the basic

..

RPCY

S . -

: ' 6It must be remembered that Toda and his followers were .
S still a part-of a more adveniced system, so the use of "primitive"
weods: valld only_in a_relatlve or analogous sense.




‘scale toward what can be termed a "traditional" system.

"77Tde01s1on—mak1ng process has been operative in- determlnlng

) |
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structure,'thoseAsub-systems that had been oreated had very

little autonomy. In 1960, then, the system had moved up the

Looklng at Soka Gakkai today, one finds over twelve
mllllon members grouped 1nto two basic organizational
structures, but each indiv1dual mayvs1multaneously be a:
member of one or more releted struotures end,sub;systems.

There_ are educational structures, cultural structures, business

: _structures, group act1v1ty structures, Ahd ‘economic structures.

.. of many and varled types. Komeito is, of course, one of these

affiliatedustruotures'and sub-systems, and like some of the
others; it is officially autonomous of the main Soka Gakkei Q@

organlzatlon. This prollferatlon of structures means that

LR P

.there has been an increasing structural dlfferentiation‘

tak;ng plaoe in Soka Gakkai, and roles would appear to be

beoomingdmore and more specialized. For these specialized

‘;roles; leaderShftfseiection,vafter the basic requirement of
.>f:religious conviotion is’ confirmed, seems to be bésed-more”and
emore on ablllty and training. ‘This'indicates énfelement of'

' seoularlzatlon. One can also p01nt to the p011t10a1 proposals

g ®

'  , made by Kbmelto as ‘being based on reason and a careful analysis

f the present polltlcal system. Furthermore, the nature of

"

':*7these new sub-systems seems to ‘indicate that a very ratlonal

Y

‘bl';whioh klnds of aotiv1t1es mlght be most valuable for the.

- -

¥

{
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membership; all of this Shggests.ﬁhat a secularization of
the Gakkail culture”has taken place; “ e ‘
Finally, looking at a Gakkal sub-system like Komeito,‘

it is apparent that structural dlfferentlatlon and secularlz—
ation are taklng place, and any of Soka Gakkal s organlzational
charts show Komeito to be autonomous. However, as has been
brought out in earlier chaptefs, Komeito is not an autonomous
sub=system, but is a sub-system thaé.is integrated at every
~ level with the maih organization. It isfthfough o?érlapbiné
: ieadérshib roles particularly that any but the most limited
- autonomy is prevented. The inter—lockiné directorate keeps
all of'the sub-éystems in check., Within the leadership, - vé%
however, one finds many of the same characteristics that were
found in the fiist stages of development--an elite“fqgctioning
in a -set of very traditional relationships, marked by face-to-
face contacg, and acting intermittently in their various roles.
That is to say that-during the dey a leader may be a politician,

“a religious leader, a personnel director;»éh editdr or somgyhing
‘ _é}gs/within the Gakkail organizationﬂ_ 6ne finds.similar-patterns .
at each level thr&ughout this system.. The aboye would indicate
that Soka Gakkai has moved up the vertical stale butrhas not.
moved very far aloﬂg the horizontal or sub-system autonomy
scale, - - | -

When analyzing political systems, Almond ahd Powell o w

“-Chérécterized'a traditional system with some structural
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differeﬁtiéfidh and cqltufal‘secularization but little sub-
system autonomy as4a "paﬁrimonial" system” (a term borrowed.
from Max Weber). They defined a patrimonial political

systen as one in which there were "specialized political
elites such as kings, subchiefs, and a relatively speoiélized
officialdom. They are called patrimonial because all, or; |
most, of these offices are located in the ruler's household."?
" Sokea Gakkai is analogous to the patrimonial political systeﬁ
in that Ikeda can be percéived as the "king;" the éfthodox |

' feligiouérbeliefs and practices constitute.the "blood;" and

those subordinates having the master-disciple relationship

with. Ikeda can be said to be within the "king's household." g

The above analysis indicates two possible trends fonr
Soka Gakkai. Were the system to continue to develop in terms
of structural differentiation and secularization, though

without relaxing controls on the sub-systems, Soka Gakkal

-

could conoeivably“bécéme;a h&ghly modern but rgther authori-
'tarian system. This accounts for the fearéyexpreséeﬁﬂin
, Jép%9,that if Soka Gakkai did iﬁ fact‘grow_tg encompass- the
Veﬁtire Japanese politicgl system it might well be authoritarian

or even totalitarian. At the same time, one ‘can detéct the

'

poséiﬁility of the emergence of a problem similar to the
""red versus EXpert?-problem in cOntempoiary China, i.e., as.

o

7Ibid., P. 223.



' speciallzatlon of roles 1§ stressed there is a poss1b111ty
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that those who have speciallzed roles may opt to stress their
’expertlse even 1f‘1t means sacrificing to some extent their
" religious orthodoxy. The effect of the latter possibility 9
would be either to cause greater sub-system autonomy or_to )
have a heayier.hand applied from_the top. .
It is at this point that Komeito,‘as a specialized
agenoy of Soka Gakkal, takes on added 81gn1f1oanoe. As will
4 Anr~v._be shown, the adaptatlon of Soka Gakkal to the present |
Japanese system may Well ‘be the s1ng1emost important factor
#g‘“ﬁk integrating the large membership of the organlzatlon into
" the Japanese polltlcal system, in which case. the exolus:Lveness%‘.T
of the Soka Gakkal system oould well be undermlned With this

An mlnd, it is useful to look at Soka Gakkal as a sub'system

within the_larger Japanese political system.

As a Political Sub-System
‘ In'thé'ohapters:on leadership and membership, it has

been p01nted out that Komeito is very- carefully 1ntertw1ned
with 1ts mother organlzatlon, Soka Gakkal. "In fact at tlmes

the whole Gakkal movement acts as a polltloal party, although

P

Pt

1t 1s Komelto that aotually bears the title and funotlons

' as a‘"speolal" party organlzatlon. This p01nts.up the con-

t - ° -

fus1on that ex1sts around the term “party " for 1t is a, term
o :

that is, applled to- many dlfferent groups in many different =

‘JiyiefGQntextﬁ- To best understand the Soka Gakkal s1tuatlon, the:
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term "party" can be appiied=in.two different senses.

V. 0. Key, in Politics, Parties and Pressure. Groups,

points out that the concept "party" can be used in several
\ . . . . - e - .. -
. senses.. One possibility.is to identify a party as the :
, oL : 3
"party-in-the-electorate," or conceptualizing as the party

all those peéple who may identify with or vote for a pafticular

party.. A party may also be consﬁrued as the "party-in-the-

government," or thét party which is iﬂ control of a government,

buf primafiiy focﬁsing'on the elite of.the party.;.A pafff»ﬁiéht
. Aalsé be'berceived as the "party-in-the-legislature," wherein

the.focus is- on a parliament—based or -oriented party.8 Since
. the members of Soka Gakkai identify Komeito as "their" party, &
s

and since nearly every member is sometimes actively involved

in working for the party (such as campaigning or engaging in

“other political activities at..election), the whole Gakkai

membership might be called a party-in-the-electorate. In
Ce >FiguréA3;ibag§'130q‘fhis‘ié portrayed by the large broken-line

circle and.includes all levels of the party. In 'this sensg,

- " 4 ~.que.it0 is conceptualized aé being a party synonymous with the |

w

entire Gakkai organization, as well as any ﬁhp!#dﬁé;for Komeito

candidates though not affiliated with Soka Galtkai, -~In this.

‘larger sensé;:Kdméito functions-as a sub-system within the

- . ) . ' : LY
- - R v -

B .SV;.O.!Key,’Poiifiés, Parties and Pressure Groups
. (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1968){ pp. 181-82.

]




Fig. 3 - - Komeito in the Political System
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Japanese polltical system.

On the other hand, in the Japanese political system,:
which will be discussed below, most parties are based in and
built around Diet politics, and Komelto appears within that .
context as a Diet party. This being the oése, the elipe_qf- |
Komeito (Figufe L, page 130)_cap by themselves be perceiped
as a party-in-the-Diet. It is in»this latter sense that
Komeito is most often identified. A third.possibility would
be ahparty;in;ﬁhe-membership that would;Tnclude all having ”

"~ .formal KomeitO'membefship, but this seems . less applicable

than the first two.

To further elarify the sub-system structure, the
membershlp can be classified- accordlng to degree of partlclpatlon
‘ :'role dlfferentlatlon. _In Figure 4 the 01rcles represent
'(1)-t‘e elite, (2) the activists,’ (3) the supporters, and
“(4) the e}ectorate.9 The elite, which must be construed as

tincluding'top-SokéfGakkai leaders such as Ikeda as well as
_ the elected Diet ﬁembers, has_the'obvious';ynctioﬁs of leader-

'sh;p and - declslon-maklng. The second ievel“ the activists,

bencompasses all those who staff the party and . have formal

P e

- membership in Kome}to. They have more or less regularlzed

[V TR . . _

-
«
Y

e e 9These categorles are based on degrees of_psrtlcipatlon
- in’ the party. For a somewhat similar typology, see Maurice = R
' Duverger, Political Parties (New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc.,

g 1951), pp."90-91.

. 5
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party functions (as indicated 'in Figure 35, page 130) and

132"

serve as middlemen between the‘party—in—tne—Diet and the
party-in~-the-electorate. As such, they function as communi-
cation llnks, as primary fund raisers, and have respon31b111t1es 3
for moblllzing the larger membership at electlon time.

Level three, the supporters, includes virtually ail
Soka Gakkai members (as is seen in Figure 4). They are,
for the most part non-activists and generally have inter-
mittent party functions and only partlc1pate in party
activities during electiohs, or indirectly in the sense that .
. they are recruitrng and socializing new party members througn
their shakubuku efforts., Level four, the electorate, .is
drawn on Figure 4 With a broken line to indicate that the
11m1t of the Komeito electorate, beyond Soka Gakkal, is
\amorpﬁous and fluctuating Sinceait'includes those Japanese
 citizens tnat may at eertain times vote for Komeito candidates
even though they are not members of Soka-Gagkai. When they
-.dp vote, they are identifying wrth Komeitd-rn that"instangez
,/ Having-loeked at the structure of the Gakkai movement

as a sub-system, the next area of concern is teo. see how it
vooe TS

functions in the political system. The Soka Gakkai-novement'
or that which has been defined as the "party-in—the -electorate,"

is an "1nterest structure" in the polltlcal system.lo Soka -
. . - -k

fﬁlqumond and Powell, Comparative Politics, pp. 74-75.

- . & o T
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Gakkai's areas of interesf.comprise two major, but inter-
related, types;' The firSt.might be called "bread and butter"
interests, or thoée basic needs of individual members and
groups within the organization that have to do with living
cdﬁditiohé,(énvironment, life-style and opbortunit&.‘ The
second class of Gakkai interegts might be called "taoticai,"
or the éesires of Soka Gakkail to use the existing political
- system és a means for realizing their basic goals of changing
and restructuring Japanése society. v | o
. | Aithough'théfE_T§f§~E€Ttain aggregative function
inherent in the-Soka Gakkal organization, as far as phe
political system as a whole is concerned, it is Komeito, as
the party-in-the-Diet, which aggregates and articulates the
interests of the larger party. . Through their "consﬁlpafion
'”Cénters,“ their contacts with Gakkai members and their aware-
ness of the ﬁeeds of the groups within Soka Gekkai, Komeito
aggregatesiinterests,énd.articulates them to the political
‘system in the form of Diet proposals_and cbﬁmunicaf;on to
i,the’ggpanese public. i . _.“ < - : |

| Komeito can also be perceiVed'as performing one other
political function for the sub-system, if not at @11 times
for the largeruboliéical system. - In propagendizing and
communicating*ih the politicél system, %hey execute a recruit-
ment funcfion fér Soka Gakkai. Some peoplé argue ‘that the

-1é£%ér function is perceived by Komeito as the mbgt important.

P

- S e "
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Iater it will be shown that.theré~are a number of important
functions performed‘By Komelilto in the Japanese pdlitical
system, which can best be understood by a brief explanation

of the political system itself.

In the Political System

The Japenese politicalxéystem is a developing
political system'with a mixed politiqal culture deriving from
“tWO‘Spurces. The first source is Japan's historical gocial :
and political development or those values&ﬂconcepts,and .
-s§01a1 strﬁctures that have evolved in Japan from its beginning
as & natitn. This internally developed culture might be called
’“; traditional culture that is paternalistic, rigidly class-
structured and permeated with a traditional value system
sometimes called the "Confucian“ethic." The stress is on rule.
Trom the top and sbcial harmony based on everyoné'havihg and
knowing his place in society relative to everyone else. The
basic s001ai unit 1s“the famlly, and the social structure
con51sts of a network of individual and famlly relatlons from
the twp to the hottom of soclety. Historically, ‘the theoretical
source of authority was the emperor, a -citizen's obligation was
to do the bidding of the emperor. Practlcally,'even today the |
: 6it12eﬁ's political-activity is dictated in large measure by
the obligetions he has to his'superiors in the sogial,netyork.
‘This means that in voting, for example, the citizen will YOte

in much the sameé way as his social superiors, who, offten because

5

~
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of their reciprocal obligatioﬁs, can better setisfy-an

135

individual's needs than can the established institutions

in the political system. The closest American parallel
might be the old city political machines. Nevertheless, if
differs in that the Japanese system is not based on satisfy-
ing material neees, but rather.in sustaining -the prevailing
sacial and ethical code. .

Y

A second body of political values and culture was.

brought to Japan by the Amerlcan ocoupatlon forces after

Japan's defeat in World War II. Through an American-inspired .

constitution, and many social and political reforms, the
Japanese were pressed’into a political structure that was
.awkward and strange, but one to which they have been adapting.
These Western values stressed the individual's politicaf end
qeecialﬂrights_and responsibilities."Gevernment deriving its
authority from the citizenry and responsible to the public
replaced‘thé cbncebfmof‘government euthority‘emanating from
fhe emperor. Finally, the American reforms encOuraéed”the
»eeﬁabkishment of formal and informal insfitutioné and stfﬁc—
tufes for commﬁnicatiné end articuiatiﬂg the_ﬁe%ipépal:demands
of the 01tlzen. ' | T

| | Looklng at Japan today, one flnds that the pOllthal

-

culture 1s essentlally a synthe81s of these two sources.
o

There is much that is still very tradltlonal but the

'Qons01ousness of new rights and responsibilities, coupled
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with the hee&.fo create neﬁ sbructures fer the making of
demands in the present pariiamentary system, has had the
effect of causing considerable ad justment and adaptatien.
Sometimes this process has been one of adapting traditional
strueturee to‘modern functions.
On the whole, the Japapese system can be vieﬁed as
a modernizing poli%icel system with a2 limited but developing
'Sub—system autonomy. In form it has all the>requisite
. institutions for a, democratic system, bubsin practiqe, it
dees not perform as smoothly as an "ideal" democracy. This
lack of smoothness would seem to be due primarily to the stillﬂ
’ﬁiimited development of sub-systems based on interest instead
of social relationship, and the difficulty of synthesiq}ng
these rather conflictifig values.

- In terms of input structures, or those structures for

lérticulating and aggregating public and private interests,

- < there are 1nnumerable types in Japan. These include such

varled structures -as the personal support groups of 1nd1v1dua1

- ?"‘

T polltlclans, student demonstratlons, single-interest pressure

groups and the established polltloal partles. ~The parties

“are the most effective aggregators and artlculators Sihce

it is these parties that also function at the center of the

decision—makinguprocess. . . " |
'JapaneSe‘partiés are generally rather small "in formalh:fw

'membership (as. was indicated earlier), and are_gehe;ally
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characterized as béing clésely affiliated with specific
gfoups in Japanese éociefy. The Socialists and Democratic
Socialists are closely tied to and dependént on suﬁport from
various labor groups and intellectuals of varying degrees
of Marxist oﬁtléok. The Liberal Democrats are aligned ﬁith’
big business but draw considergble support from rural
interests and other groups that are generally consérvative._

" The Communists alone seem to rely primarily on persons whom
they recruit directly into full membership; but'to date the
'Jépanese Communist party has had only a very limited impact

}min the Japanesg political procesé.

o The parties are rather ideologically-oriented and on

some issues find no room for mutual cooperation and agreement.

Thié'ﬁay well explain why Komeito is serving a someWhgt;

¢

“Lmportant role in the system. Althougn ostensibly an

ideological party, they also claim to be a "middle way" or
"middle-~ ofJéhe road"'pérty. .Their doctrine would seem to
preclude such a role in part, given the usual connotation of.

- "%‘ thls concept, i.e., & party of mediation and moderatlon.‘
However, in the sense that they supply’representatlon for a
segment of the populatlon that cannot find satlsfactlon within
the ex1st1ng parties, and cons1de;1ng the fact that their
policyAprbposalé'often lie in'a’moderaté position_betweep'the
Socialists and the Liberal Democrats, one might conclude ‘that

.

QKoﬁéifo is a middle-of-the-road party.
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The Japanese partf system- cannot be called a two-
party system because of the ability of the Liberal Democratic;
party to(consistently corner a sizable majority of the seats
in the Diet, whereas the opposition is confined to_chree .
smaller parties. The‘Sociélist voting support is somewﬁere;
between Komeigo and the Liberal Democrats, while the Demo-
cratic Socialists and Komeito are approximctely the same size.
o The Japanese electoral system is a crude form of
proportionai répresentaticn since the diéﬁricts afe_multi-
“member electoralbdistrictsuand each voter gets only one vote._
}&The size of the districts, the number of seats on the national
'Jslate of thé upper house,'and the number of total seats in each
house.have'beén presented in”another contéxt, but there are
tuo-tﬁings that remain to be said of this system. Tﬁcﬂfirst
"is that famous persons.or renowned family names obviously have
cn advantage in this type of system (as they do somewhat in all
systems). Scpondly;’since'ic is a multi-member‘district
System, smaller groups can more.easily get &Erect'fépresenta$ion
i than fhey could in a single-mémber district_system. This is N
compounded by the fact- that weli%known persons” tend to .
accumulate 1arge numbers of votes while 1esser-known Tiominees -
in the same party may divide the party s.vote, permitting an
opposition caﬁdidate'tc,sneak‘into office. The electoral‘system
is important for this study in ‘that it fs through é??ncem_;.rating o

‘ cn'u iimited number of candidates (often only.cgc)‘in each
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district that Komeito has'sucpeeded in having.a rather
sizable number of candidates elected. If the Liberal
Democrats had their way, they would create single-member
districts in which they could ensure a higher percgntage of
electorailsuécesses at the expense Jf smaller groups like
the Democratiec Socialists and Koﬁeito. These latter partieé
would be iimited since'tﬁey often could not.mobilize enough.'
.support in a smaller district to out;poll a Liberal Demo-
cratic candidate. For this reason, Komeito has vociferbuély'
opposéd all redistricting proposals; buﬁ the Liﬁg;;E\Democrats
ﬁay be forced to,.change the present policj if they want to geﬁ
”ﬁa two-thirds méjority'seated for purposes of amending the
present Constitution.11 |
The Japanese government is a parliamentary system
~with two houses, of which ﬁhe Héuse”of Representafiveé iloﬁer i
house) provides most of the cabinet officers and has final
authority 6h’apprquiabion matters. Clearly, it oonstitutes-
the mostrimpgftant 1egiélétiv¢ chamber.lzr The(brime ministg;
< and the cabinet, as the executive, are fespoﬁsiﬁle!ﬁbf.the N
A RS, : )

-

1Komeito, Main Program, p. 23. e et L

-121t should be pointed out that although the focus here
is on the national level, each prefectural or city assembly |
functions. in a similar manner. _The executive of these local
governments, however, is elected outright and the relative
power of the local assembly is somewhat limited duesto its _
. dependence on the central goverrment for funds since it has
‘largely pre-empted the tax bases. :
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governmenf“ministrles and agencies. Both houses are sub-
divided into stending committees in a manner that correlatesf
fairly well with the concerns of the ministries. _Committees
of. an -ad hoc nature may‘also be created at varying times, but
usuallytthe} have a limited life. Membership in thehcbmmittees
is proportioned according to the relative size of a part&ls'
representation in the Diet. A |
s Opposition parties can, with twenty signetures, propose
leglslatlon, or, w1th fifty 81gnatures,,propose budget measures.
Stlll their ablllty to push bills into enactment is severely
llmlted Slnce by definition the opp081t10n partles do not

control the leglslatlve process, their hope is that through o

- some form of compromise or cooperatlon, the majorlty party w1ll

adopt their proposals. In Japan this does happen qulte often

...........

"““on social welfare legislation..'Moreover, at any tlme the

opposition can publicly question or criticize the majority

-party's legislation,’policies and practices. These parties can

' also provide information or make requests"that‘maj'lead to,

future pollcles..

L

TT Rty 1955’ the Liberal DemOGratlc party has. controlled

the Japanese natlonal government without hav1ng to form a

v

coalltlon w1th other partles. The party has been able to stay

e

together even.though it is itself 8 coalition of personallzed

Z*Inbthe competltlon for followers, the~factlon heads

often get ntangled 1n conflict of 1nterest problems, such as

e

-
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offering favors to a Specdal:interest group in return for
which money 1is received as a -campaign contribution. In turn{
these funds are-passed-along to loyal supporters or used to
attract new followers.. lt is precisely this type of situation
that Komeito finds most'abhorrent, and constantlj?brings to
the public attention through their calls for cleaner government.

As the party-in—the-government the Liberal Democrats
. have been able to keep the Japanese economy grow1ng at the
‘ fastest rate in the world. At the same stime, they have gone
- a long waj‘toward taking care of many of the basic social needs
of Japanese citizens, and despite theilr internal party prob-:'
‘lems; the Liberal'Demoorats have provided fairly efficient
government for the Japanese. At the same -time, there are
certain problemsqthat'have not been overcome; some of which are
"'dne te the awkwardness of.the system, and some due to'the pre-

'disposition of the party_faotions_toward ties with special
."interests:T.The-more apparent of.these problems are the inability
o - ‘to reaoh certaln segments of the populatlon and 1ntegrate them
lt . _;1nto the system, to’ solve ‘the internal dlfflcultles of the
party SO as to be able better to consider "publlc“ interests,
”~and to reconclle the percelved need for tles w1th the‘Unlted
:States for trade and security reasons with, the grow1ng demands
‘ :'for a lessenlng dependenoy on the United States. One could
v?; '%ilm'llst other problems end - specific’ difficulties faced‘by the ;“d"f

'{‘fflLiberal Demoorats- ‘but all parties have some problems, and the
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fact that the Liberal Demockrats have rétained power indicates
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v
1

that most Japanese are not serieﬁsly diseffeoted.

On the other'hand, one e;h argue that the very
eXxistence of Komef%o is due to the inability of the govern-
ment party to resolve some of these problems. Furthermore,
since Komeito has appeered in Japanese politics and has_been
able to function in that boliticai,system, one must conclude
that Komeito must be performing some'functions in the system.

‘Before eyelueting fhese>Systemic functféhs;>howeﬁer, it is :

" . important to reeapitulate the means by which Komeito penetretes

- _;: the system.

- ' As explalned earlier, new members are recrulted 1nto
Soka Gakkal through a conversion process called shakubuku. .
_Once recrulted they then are- soclialized into the mavement

and as bonafide members of Soka Ggkkai they simultaneously

become supporting members of Komeito. As the supporting
membeishipghas-QES%h; it has been possible to nominate an

',;ncreasing number of carefully selected e;%dida%es,fordthe
fDlez By taking;advantage of the multi-member’ eléctoral |

.dlStTlCtS and the upper house natlonal slate, and by - carefully

N \.', e

N calculatlng 1ts sqpport and then mobilizing it durlng the

1campa1gn and on election day, Komeito has increased 7its

EF AP ,x“fnumber of :epresentatlves in each succeedlng electlon._‘In;

}*“recent tlmes, there seems to have been some support comlng
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from nonmémbers of the movement &s well, >

Komeito eenveye»an image of confidence gbout its
future growth; in&eed, the party has even gone so;far asvto
announce that itiﬁill 1eunch a slate of seventy-five
eendidaﬁes %or-the next election to the lower heﬁse.iu{
Assuming that even if all sejenty—five were to win, they:
would still constitute a definitezg}nority of the total 467 N
members of the Diet's lower chamber, Be‘that‘as it-may,_anj

incérease in Diet representation can only- augment Komeito's

- .already sizable bargaining influence.

As a Diet_party, Komeito has been relatively consistent
in its stand on most major issues--including its'combetiﬁg
political corruption, encouraging social welfare measures,

opédeing constitutional change, and favoring disarmament. As

"'is common among Japanese .parliamentary parties, it votes as’

" a bloc and it is very active in such Diet activities as pro-

"?oeihg legislatidh*'questioning and criticizing government
) p01101eS and praotlces, and continually pre551ng for reform
. measures. At the beginnlng of their. 1nvolvement in natlonal

‘Lpolltlcs, the Gakkal Dlet members voted almost exclusively

: w1th the leeral Democrats, even though they were of%en very-

¢

:T;f:icr%ti°a140ﬁ¢?bat~Party 1n7public, "In 1965, a few months after

-

'i{“hﬁquhist.Party;ﬁ p}‘3."

Komeito, Main Program, p. 28.
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‘Komeifo Waé;inaugﬁrated' the ﬁibéral Démocrats soughﬁ to
include Komeito in some form of uni ted front. 15 'Even though ~
the offer was rejected, Komelto still did not move immediately
away from the Liberal Democrats on ‘most issues. This may
- well have been due to a reallzatlon that only through o
cooperatlon Wrth the leeral Demoorats could Komeito reallze
any of its own de51red leglslatlon. .Ironlcally, then, a few
;months after its first candidates had been elected to the, . _
ﬂlqwer,house,-Koneipo suddenly had a fallfné out with the
"Liberal Demecrats: The is&ue was & public. health insurance
. gjgupgram on which ‘even the Socialist party flnally compromlsed “
| with the Liberal Democrats——maklng Komeito appear to be "
taokllng both giants.16 From that tlme to the present Komeito
. has openly identified 1tself as -an -opposition party and-has
"jpublicly been_much more-aggre831ve on those issues where 1t'

4_f1nds 1tself .closer to the p081t10n of the leftist partles.

":’Thls switch 'is bound "to- have increased its difficulties in

A N

b3

;flndlng areas for’ agreement or compromise W1th the government
"5party@ suggestlng a certaln amblvalence that on the’ surface

j;r.may not have served Komelto s best 1nterests. 7 In splte

L o
;of thls maneuverlng, on certaln issues it would appear that

-

Tw

S x15Japan Tlmes Weeklv, July 1?, 1965, p. 1.
116 ‘

_ lehljima, Komelto, pp. 128 34
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Komeito is in’'a better position to work with the Liberal
Democrats than would be the Socialiét parties.
As an opposition party, Komeito has become increasingly o

more outspoken in its attacks on the Liberal Democrats.  While 5

being critical of some aspects of the Democratic Socialists,.

-Soclalists and'Cbmmuqists, it has cooperated somewhat with.c.
these leftist parties in its public and Diet efforts. Thus,
Komeito stands shoulder to shoulder with the left in_seekiﬁg“
tbfﬁreveﬁt'censtitutional_ehange-(espeoiaii& Article 9, which
CQnstitutionally'prohibits'rearmament); to,hasten Japan's

.)Eecognition of Bea‘China; to bring about the.early removal of 8

.Ameriean military basee from Japanese soil as well as to

: reconstitute Okinawa within the Japanese natlon, and to re-

deflne the nature of Japan s tles w1th the Unlted States~*e

PR

. At the party's National Convention in January, 1969,
Komeito issued the warning that it "may stage a Jjoint struggle

with the Opposition forces on such issues as opposition to 'i
. n r ‘
A {‘

nﬁglear weapons, reversion of Okinawa.to.JapaQ, [and ]. oppo~

_ sitionfto automatic extension of the treaty .+ . ,ni8 At ‘ : 1

that tlme it falled to reveal elther the exact moment or the A i

e .-

klnd of s1tuat10n which would propel them into a "JOlnt _ ) ;
struggle~" but 1t did specify that "the Party may stage a

3 mass stpuggle out51de the Diet." "Thls threat 1ndlcates that i

) . .
RES . - it me T

"‘u¥8Komeito, Maianrqgram, pp. 14-=15,




the party may even be willlng to use mass demonstratlons

and the boycott as’ polltlcal Weapons regardlng certain

ui matters, although 1t has eschewed such tactlcs in the past

Stlll and all Kbmelto s markedly 1ndependent posture 1n

most s1tuat10ns and 1ts 1nd1gnat10n at chaos and dlsorder-— f._'

- -often natural outgrowth of mass demonstrations—-ralses a

llkellhood that polltlcal tactlcs which may 1nduce anomle‘,

- w111 probably be used only spar1ngly.:lri

The publlc s polltlcal 1mage of Sdka Gakka1 has altered

measurably s1nce 1ts early polltical ventures durlng 1955—
q} 1956 At flrst the publlo scoffed at the new group; thls
attitude soon changed to fear of its seemlng extremlsm.,

Flnally, a certaln respect grew:for Soka Gakkal once KomeltO"

Was 1aunched and 1ts pos1tion began to solldlfy.- Kbmelto s)—- e

professionallsm and zeal undoubtedly 1mproved the party 1mage -

and d1ss1pated some of the worst fears that Soka Gakkal was-

:‘ﬂﬁ'some resurrected verslalof pre-war ultranatlonallsm. Despite

IS

thls 1mproved 1mage, many Japanese cltlzens express a e
certalp,discomflture Wlth Komeito, for-: they see the party as
u51ng the polltical system for ends other than What those s

E partlcular persons would construe as the publlc good.. Thls _

: Komelto has and 1s performlng many functlons in the Japanese

| polltical system and that the effect of th1s performance 1s }fﬁ<fﬁt*‘

to help sustaln the Japanese polltlcal system.} Therefore,;g]7

SRR

‘;may well be true, but it 1s the contentlon of th1s study that -
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it can be said that‘one‘of Komeito'é most importént-functions

147

is to act as an equilibrator for the'Japanesé political

system. ' o

Systemic Functions ‘ ~ »

Komeito as an Articulator and Broker: For some

twelve to_fifteén million Japanese citizens, Komeito can

and does articulate demands té the governﬁent and seeks to
sétisff.their political, social and economic needs. Before.

the appearance oftKomeito,-many of these pégﬁle‘lacked effective
articulation_channeis. These disaffected or potentially

) disaffected personé appear, therefore, to have been ripe for
manipulation by elementé.endeavoring to destroy or radically
alter the political system., In addition to channeling such
claimé‘thggugh orderly procedureS“into the political s&stém,“ ’
Kgﬁéitojéerves as a bargainibg agent for the demands of its
larger constituency. |

KomeltOras a Communlcator° As a polltlcal party

. Komelto is equlpped to communicate information from the
env1ponmant into thg polltlcal system ahd from that system

into the environment. Communication from the environment to
” ¢ v T .‘ .~

the system may be in the form of articulation as above, or

" it mey- take the form of supplylng informatlon about the ~
»_environment to the system that will ‘be useful for future

pollcles (although speclflc demands may not be artlculated)

:;_The~$tatistics gleaned through the Komeito consultatlon
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centers, for_exahple{ %ight-be‘one'type of information that

is communicated to the"sysfem.

The reverse of this process is to provide information
on laws, programs and policies to Komeito constituents. This
takes place through infor@ation disgersed at the consultafion
centers and in the reports and editorials in the party on .
Soka Gakkai media. This communicatlon process impinges upon
the next function. |

Komeito &s a Socializer: .One of the most important

functions that Komeito pefforms is to soclialize its constituents

‘into the politiceI’system. Almond and Powell define political

-

socialization as the "process by which political cultures are
maintained and changed," and that"through the performence of
this fﬁnction individuals are inducted into the politieaL;u-
culture ". . .[endj their opinions toward political objects are
formed."'? If the bulk of the Gakkai membership can be con-
strued as a Iaggengrbﬁp‘that wes formerly disenfranchised, and
that the-members of which were essentially ahgs—deﬁogyatic or -

allenaped by the nature of the urbanized, impersonal-democratic~

system, then Komeito brings these people into tHe polltical

' system.zo Government 1s brought to the people 1n the form of

s

19 p1mond” and Powell, Comparatlve Polltlcs, P 64

2ODator seems to substantlate ‘this when he says that -
"Soka -Gakkal socializes marglnal persons into domlnant values.,"
Dator, Third Clvillzatlon, De 134
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the consultation‘centers and py-Way'of political representatives
With whom a member of Soka Gakkai has had personal contact
in another context. Accordingly, it can be argued that,
although Komeito(may oritioize the system, Komeito as a part
of that system cannot help but make it more attractive in '
the'eyes of the party supporter. ;It is also quite possible
that even though the acts of voting and campaigning may at
first be perceived as rellgious duties, over time such acts
may take on expressly political meanings. When this is coupled
with the stress on human dignity and equality in the Komeito
d!llterature, the suppPorter may well be soclalized into a
democratlc system--or the opposite of the 1nternal thrust of
the Gakkai movement. How far this process has progressed at:
this point undoubtedly isAdifficult to meaeure, but it would .
' seem inevitable that some alteration of attitudes and values
has taken place.21
Another d1mens1on'of the socialization process is an
‘incfease in the supporter's perception about the relatlonshlp
'b;tweendmaking demands and haviné influence enough to get,

a response. Today, any small success‘made by Komeito is

e v

heralded as a major victory. In time, many supporters may

“not be Eafisfied with Komeito's ability to satisfy thelr needs

o

2Lt also suggests this possibility. See White, -
"Mass Movement and Democracy," p. 749. :
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and hence migﬂt turn to some other party or channel for
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increased pblitical competehce. This too would be an act
 of Komeito sociélization—-socializing the supporter-into an
,awareness that the political system can be influenced by the o
actors in that system.

A third form of socialization takes place among thosé
who are elected to the various assemblies. By learning how
to work within an assembly and by becoming committed to the
idea that one can be effective within a democratic framework,
ass§mblymen énd Diet members- themselves are sociaiized into
tQé political sysﬁém as they develop certain vested interests
iﬁ‘the éystéﬁ itself. .

The procesé of socialization takes place over a period
of time and is difficult to measure with precision, but ;he
aﬁparent"willingness on the part of the Komeito leaders to.
work within the system is a factor that cannot be overlooked.

It is almost certain’ to. have an increasing influence on the

Komelto supporting members as Well This is why the wrlter

e

holds that through socializing their members into the Japanese - 5

political system’Komeito”also is performing an qu;llbratlpg

o

¢ T R

"function for that systgm.
'ikbmeito'gg‘gg'lnnovator: Another function that Komeito.

:is engaged in might be called an ™innovative" function. This .

:.1s the role that Komelto performs when it brings inté the o .

-Japanese polltlcal system a new set of ideas, based on a rather
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‘unorthodox world view, and new'ﬁersonnel with different
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viewpoints. Although many of the Komeito proposals may at
times_seem rather crude or unrealistic, it is nonetheless
true that Komeito is”ofgering suggestions and proposals
that are alternatites to existing policies, and that some
of these merit serious'consideration. The notion of the
consultation center, altnough.not a new rdea, has been put
into oberation and expanded by Komeito on a very professional.
basis. Even,thouéh it has.its propaganda ﬁarPOSes, it also
serves to link government representatives with constituents
' and has caused the other parties to cast arOund'for means
to secure oloserroontacts with their constituents.

Moreover, Komeito's proposal to establish a regionai“
United Natlons center in Tokyo, its projected alternatlves
toﬂthe ex1st1ng Japanese-Unlted States securlty agreement,

and other policy suggestions mark it as a dlstlnotlve inno-

vator in the Japanese polltlcal system.

-y

PR

Komeito as a Muckraker: Although muckraklng mlght

T e N e i —— p—— —

seem torbe o somewhat unusual function for a Japaneee"political

party, it can be said that Komeito has served this-function

4in‘a more'precise mammer than any of those functions suggested
‘above., -The pre- party ‘Soka Gakkal polltical groups and later
 the party 1tself used the concept of clean and falr government

as part of their nemes. Even though they dld not attack

| *speolflc people 1n their first years of polltlcal aot1v1ty,

v
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even the earliest Soka Gakkai candidates were generally

clear as to what they considered to be corrupt government.

They pointed out that such things as factionalism, large

: contributions‘from"speoial interest groups, bribery, and .

outside groups having special influence in the ministries
constituted elements of corrupfion., Like many rather
militant sects, Soka Gakkal 1is somewhat puritanical and in

poliﬁics they have felt it their duty to expose and ellmlnate ;

-corrupt practices. In the Diet, Komeito has 1nvestigated

numerous rumors of impropriéties and has exposed any

-

"situations in whioh-they have found a politician involved

22

in some conflict of interest or bribery scandal. Although

Komeito often defines certain dets as corrupt which other'
pollticians and polltloal commentators construe to be s1mply
éood polltlcal bargaining, the effect of Komeito's “watohdog"
role clearly serves to restrain the untoward tendencies of
some Japanese polit{ogans.'.The majority party has been

embarrassed numerous times by Komeito's questlonlng and publie¢

_exposure of" some of thelr more questlonable praotloes. In'

at 1east one 1nstance, in 1965, the leeral Democrats suffered

o CEEERTS

"a maJor polltioal defeat due to untimely exposure of a brlbery‘

»scandal. . On that oocas1on, the Liberal Democrats were reduced

"

E from~69 tof38‘ouflof 120 members of the Tokyo Metropolitan.

" .zz;Ni shijima, :"L-Kome ito, pp. 143-52,

/

e')



Assembly,'whereas the Socialist party won 45 seats. and
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. Komeito obtained 23. In more meaningful terms, as a result

of ‘the .scandal, Komeigo assumed a balance-of-poﬁer role
- ‘ 3
in‘the‘Tokyo l«lssem.b_l;)r.-23

While exposing corruption in other parties, Komeito @ -
has been extremelv'oircumsPeot about holding to generally
high standards in its own polltical aqtlons. True, there

were 1nstances of election fraud in the movement s early

_pol1taoal h;story, ‘but in recent years thls ‘has been-
Virtually eliminated. In fact, in the last four years there
q) have been no 81gn1f10ant accusations of misconduct directed .
at Komeito. Their own example and thelr alertness for |
ferretlng out the mlsconduct of ‘others probably oonduces to
the development of a less corrupt political sttem. In*a
sense,~they might be construed as having become a "public

oons01ence" agent.

P o Although -Komeito: may perform addltlonal functions,
RN . . ~
the above'seem'to be'the most signifioant at this. time...In T

T s

the pxecedlng chapters Komeito has been analyzed from the

'v standp01nt of" 1ts 1eadersh1p, membershlp, bellefs and value

s “,- N

ystem, and fromrthe p01nt of view of 1ts 1nter—relat10nsh1p

‘l W1th the Japanese polltlcal system. Some flnal comments are

now in order respectlng the impact of Komelto and Soka Gakka1

e

. 23New York Times, July 25, 1965, P. 3. .
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on Japanese society and the prospects for this mass move-

ment in the future.
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CHAPTER VI

IMPACT AND PROSPECTS

The Impact

It is véry difficult to measure with any precision
the impact of a political party or sccialvmoveﬁent on a
sécieﬁ&. The best that can be hoped for, in most cases,
is that,indipétors can be found that will ﬁrévide some ‘clues
as to the extent of that impact.

- ~As far as Komeito is concerned, it is unlikely that
ﬁhere are any Japanese citizens who do not know of Komeito
and 1ts relatlonshlp with Soka Gakkai. One suspects that
nearly every Japanese oitlzen has; at some time or another,
been the object of shakubuku, and has seen or read about
Gakkai cultural, social and political activities.

| The ctusade-like approach to both religion and

. . o=

“Jpoiitics has carried this movement to the forefront of .. -

pubiicﬁattention'ahd;'ﬁherefore, it has received considerable
press coverage and somé écholarly attention. Thé-effpcﬁ'of

‘this process seems to have been to crystallize the attitudes

of large.ﬁumberé.of Japanese citizens--many millions openly

‘affiliatingiwitﬁ“the movement or at least voting for Kdmeito

‘ candldates, while others have opposed Soka Gakkal or Komelto,z

ror both Further, stlll another large group of 01tizens

|
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hold somewhaﬁ“mixgd emotioné about Soka Gakkail becaﬁse they
admire some aspects of thé,movement; but fear or detest others,"

At the more exclusively political level, it is
apparent that Komeito has had a definite impact on the Diet, .
" One can be éer%ain that some Liberal Democrats squirm at Ehe‘ |
thought that sdme of their more questionable activities migﬁt
be uncovered., At the same time,lit is’incontroverfible that
some of the legislation enacted by the Diet in the last few
years was directly influented by Komeito ideasiiinforﬁatioﬁ
anq.deménds. The 7,300 consultation centers have also had
somehinfluence, as Have thejvarious statistical reports that
K;meito.has compiled from these centers. Just the fact that
Komeito participates so actively at all levels of government
and politics is bound to have had its effect.

.‘Other indicators, of .Soka Gekkai's effect on-the-

.-

Jabanese political process also exist. For example, Soka Gakkal

claims a membershipfofftwelve fo fifteen million, or approxi-

mately 12% to 157 of the total population. IH’1968 6,636,774,

T

people, or about 15 L7 of the total number votlng, cast their . N
votes for Komeito candldates.1 Thls-should indicate that a
'Slzable mlnorlty, for one reason or another, supports Kﬁmelto

pollcles,'or at "the very 1east they support Komeito as a- symbol

" of opposition to- the other Japaﬁese political parties. There .

KL

‘-1Yémashita, "Notes," p. 6.



showed that Komeito attracted sizable blocks of votes from
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is also some indication that Komeito appeal has attracted
support beyond Gakkeil membefship. One reporter has stated

that: "Careful analysis of the results in 1ocal constituencies

3

o -l -~

outside the membership of Soka Gakkai," n2 Although incon-

clusive, this may account for a part of the 1,500,000 vote

increase since the' 1965 upper house election.

Examlning the overall position of Komeito, one flnds
that as of January 1, 1969, Komeito held 2,041 seats 1n
' 3

assemblies at every level in.the Japanese political system.

At the national level the party held 9.6% of the upper house

. sééts, and 5.3% of ‘the lower house seats. Part of this

difference is due to the different bases of election for the

‘two houses, but Komeito apparently ‘believes that it has _

A »

eriough support to substantially increase its influence in

2

Chapin, "Buddhist Party," p. 3. . .
e 3'I‘hésé statlétlos were compiled from several sources. o
See primarily: Party. Organ Bureau, Komeito, [ J] -Komeito no : .

Juten "Seisaku [Komeito's Major Policies], [Tokyo: Komel “Press,

1938!; Nishi jima, Komeito, p. 32 and P 270, and -Asian Scene,

June, 1963, p. 12.

The hierarchy of polltlcal subd1v131ons in Japan"ls
central government, prefectures and municipalities (cities,

- towns and V111ages) ‘Municipalities of over 50,000 population
_.are construed as cities and smaller units are called towns or
‘villages (usually a town serves as the trade center for many
.villages), The one.exception to this pattern is the ward
" system of :Tokyo. The twenty-three Tokyo wards are spécial - - SRS
~political subdivisions (each having its own government o '
o structure) of the Tokyo Metropolltan Government. .

€%



/ | | 158
the ig%er house since it is tfiﬁling~its number ¢f candidacies
for the next election.‘ At the prefectural level the party

" controlled 4% (107 of 2,688) of the assembly seats, and it
held 19.4% (1,328 of 12,716) of the totai city and ward seats.
Probébly oﬁé of the most importaﬁt thinés that can
bé deduced from a breakdown-of elgétoral statiétics is that
Komeito successes ha¥ve been primarily iq urban areas. Thus,
whéreas Komeito holds only L% of the prefectural seats, which |
are overwhelmingly rural, ifs share of city-and ward sééts »
riseé to 10.4%. An even more revealing indicabor is that
"debgfito_has won on}y 557 out of the thousands of town and
'village assembly seats. It may be that the party does not
actively seek seats in rural assemblies, but Komeitd's concern
" with statistics belies thiS—possibility. On the other hand, ..
- Komeito holds 15.6% of the assembly seats in the five majér
cities outside of Tokyo--i.e.,, Yokohama, Nagoya, Osaka, Kyoto
-)and Kobe. Fiﬁ;i}y,_the"gfeatesé concentration of Gakkai
.membership is in Tokyo and Osaka. The party has 19%'@?_?he“'
’ é;étéliﬁpthe Tokyo.Metropolitan Assembly, and,_és the -second

largést'party, it holds '22.3% of the Osaka City Assembly:seats.u

¢ v RIS

¢

, 4On July I4, 1969, the most recent Tokyo Metropolitan
Assembly election was held and all 25 of Komeito's candidates -
were elected, giving them approximately 20% of the 126 Assembly. .
.seats, The Socialist party was reduced from 42 to 24 geats,® _
making Komeito the second largest party in that Assembly. The-
~+ ' Liberal Democrats increased their holdings from 38 to 56 seats,
. but were 10 seats short of a majority.
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As of 1969 no single ﬁarty)controiled'a ma jority of the
seats in_ény of the six urban assemblies just listed. There-
fore, Komeito has a very good bargaining posifion in each

~ of them. |

Obviously, Komeito remains a minority party in Japan. .

Still, its rather‘consistent electoral growth and ifs especiai
strength in the largg urban centers provides it with impress-
ivemcredéntials for bargaining purposes. A somewhat more
subtle indicatidn éf‘Komeito-as a force in JgféneSe politics
can be discerned in the proliferation of organized opposition

- o its presence. The appearance of such opposition is the

natural outgrowth of a general rule of social and political

5

behavior,” and it applies in Komeito's case to a myriad of

‘ antééQniétip,groupé and actions. ‘The older political parties
‘regularly rail against Komeito through verbal diatribes and
printed propaganda., Commonly, they single out Komeito's

“undemocratic tehdencies and sometimes even go'so far as to
1qp§i_it a.faSQist political party. | | o
) | "é-Union hostility to Komeito and Soka.Gakkai dates from
a period,in the late 1950's and early iééo‘s wheﬂvéok%”Gakkai

¢ v o v

‘.

5The view that the rise and political effectiveness’
of one group motivates the rise of groups in opposition to it
is the theme of Madison in Federalist Paper No. 10.. An
application of this theme to social and revolutionary meve-
ments can be found.in Ralph H. Turner and Lewis M. Killian, -
.. Collective Behavior (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-
" . Hell, Inc., 1957), p. 328.. . ,




moved into the-Kynshu and Hdkkaidoveoal fields and was
someﬁhat successful in.undermining the influence and hold
that Tanro;'a large coal-miners union, had on the coal-miners.
“Beyond this, the unions worry about the s1zable proportlon of
the Gakkai memhership that comes from the blue collar class——
a matter of grave concern to the unions inasmuch as Soka Gakkai
exercises a far greater control over its followers than the
unions" exert over their members. Japanese union leaders
fear that the ‘Panro incideht may be repeated- on a wider scale;
Unron oppOSition has so far been local in nature, pressure'
sgmetimes-being applied to individual Gakkai.members; but
mcst higher_level opposition has been channeled through their

respective political representatives.

-Several - rellglous organizations have also expre d_

hostility to Komeito. Zen-nichi-butsu (Japan Buddhist
Federation) has waged active political campaigns agalinst

_Komeito by supporting*Liberal bemocratic candidates. They

have also processed and dispersed a great deal of anti-Gakkaik

T e s

_literature as has Shin-shu-ren (Union af New Religious'

Organizations in Japan) 7 Both of these- groups represent '
'“religious sects that feel slandered by Gakkail attacks,

u“threatened by the apparent ability of Soka Gakkai to take

-

6Thomsen, The New Rellgions of Japan, p. 96 oo

7Ikeda, Lectures on Buddhism, II, 86.
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away some of their followers, and frightened by bhe.prospect.
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of a politically potent Komeito. Christian groupSahave also

' openly opposed Komeito cahdidates for similér reasons.8

-~ The most common form of -opposition has been in the

press., Individuals on their own accord or representing>wm
groups, soholars'fbf their>Varioqs-personal and proféssional-
reasons, and reporters out for news sfdries, have éll con-
tributed their. share to the growing volume of iiteratu;e on .
Soka Gakkal and Kéméito. Some of this prin%éa matter is

sehsational and violently anti-Komeito, Some, however, 1is

v

J;}"wrgﬁﬁéﬁ"With fhe iritent to objectively appraise Komeito.
In that regard, it probably has had a healthy influence on
the party itself, since Komeito leaders, particularly Ikeda,

g -

“geem rather sensitive to responsible criticism. T e

ISummiﬁg_up, then,- although' the "extent of Komeito's

impact is difficult to assess, it is apparent that a sizable
o mihd&ity of Japariese ‘¢itizens have been affected either
. . . - . %
positively or negatively by its existence.. The movement .is . -~

' still;qglativelyfyoung‘and small, and it-sﬁillghas hot cauééd

-

/S

e e
A4 i ..

AN

ggArigoné Republic, February 3, 1966, p. 31.

- .j:f9For piaﬁbles of this latter type of reporting, see:
. An open letter to Daisaku Ikeda by Mamoru Sakamoto in _
Chuo Koron, March, 1967; Akio Saki, "Komeito no.Seisaky wo

Hihan -suru” [ Komeito's Policies Criticized],- Zenel, July, 19653 - 7

. and:Michio Takeyama, "Soka Gakkai wa Fassho ka' [Is.Soka Gakkei
1L1 Fas§ist?] , Jiyu, August, 1965. . . . ,
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a perceptib1e3sgift either in the’ Japanese political system
or in society generally.  Nevertheless, more time and a
tetter”perspective may reveal a greater impact than ;s now
apparent.
"érospects
From the time that Soka Gakkai first appeared,
observers and critics of the movement haye spoken of its
imminent demise. Particularly at the time of Toda's death
ih'1958; prophets df Gakkai éoom'believed-thgt"withéut its
charismatic leader, the organization would fall: apart.
~dﬂat%r, as analystggzéalized more fully that there were socio-
'poiiticéf and economic dimensions to the movement, critics.
felt that in tlme Japan's grow1ng prosperity would undermine
, Soka~Gakka1 s potential draw1ng,power. They contended . that
‘as ﬁéfe of the economic and political needs of these people
were.satisfied‘}b the regu}ar economic and .political systems,
‘a movément'such‘anSokéf@akkai‘would become less attractive.
'Dﬁﬁpitg these ‘predictions and the continuing-im;%oveméht_of.
'Jépan'S~§eonbmic cbnditibns, Soka Gakkai has conmtinuéd to
'flourish; - .
| In the precéding'ohapter, reference waéimédé tt'two
.app;rent Bﬁt contradictory trends in the'Soka-Gakkai movement.
First it was 1ndlcated that if Soka Gakkal continued to.
¢ ow

expand and 1t falled to experlenoe any 31gn1f1cant structural

| alteratlons 1n 1ts makeup, it could develop 1nto a mass,



.

totalitarian movement that wouid have serious consequences
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for Japan's developing democratic system. The second
suggestion was that, if Koméito is funétioning'effectiﬁely
Washalsdcializing‘agent in the Japanese.political~systém, it
might well infuse its supporters with democratic values and
these supﬁérfers would inlturn‘refuse to continue to
arffiliate with a nbn—dem&cratic sub—systeﬁ. These trends,'

and other less extreme alternatives, need to be evaluated’

- PN

more carefully.

Taklng the first poss1billty-—1 €, that the Gakkai

q)movement will contlnue to expand and become a major alternative

7 ‘
to a démocratically functioning system--one notes that the

Eocus is on the psychological and social gratification that,
,”a supporter finds in identifying with the movenment. Sokaréékkéi
in thlS context provides a pOllthO réIiglous escape from

the oomplexitydpf modern, urbanized and increasingly impersonal
_Japaﬁése society.F Paﬁi“fi11i6h has said: .

. There is a tendency in the ,average citizen,
.. even if he has.a high standing in his profession,
.06 consider the decisions relating to the life
- ofy the society to which he belongs-as a matter of :
" fate on which he has no influence . . -a mond.
favorable for the resurgence of religion but -
unfavorabls for the preservation of a living
democracy « -

-

b

7Paul Tillich, The Future of Religions, edited by
Jerald C., Brauer (New York: Harper and Row, Publlshers,
1966) P 50,
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?illich Wasispeaking'of_a Western society where democratic
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"values and practices supposedly had long since become the
political culture of that society. How much more relevant,
then, are these words to a Japanese society where there hes'
not yet developed.such a strong democratic political culture,;:
and Where.religdous-like nationali d social mores have
been and still may be a powerful underlying force,

Y

Erich Fromm in Escape From Freedom has also taken

a similar line of thought in which he stresses the psycho-

B ;ogdcal needs of individuals that are not_fulfllled in a
jsirepidly changing and impersonal urban society.11 Fromm was
studying‘the causes of fascism and Naziism during the*19304s,
and stressed the relationship.of environmental conditions to-
.1nd1v1dual psychology. His basic thesis is that many humén
.belngs in, 1mpersonal urban societies may be 1ncllned to
cllng to powerful mass and authorltarlan movements that
fulflll basic 1dentity needs and power drives., These needs
apd urges’ are magnlfled by the loss of personal 1dent1ty in
a- hlghly”conformist mass. culture and by the breakdown of the

v

tradltlonal prlmary bonus that Whlle glVlng an 1nd1v1dual

a sense of belonglng, also hold him in check. The relevance

f Fromm to the Gakkal movement can be seen in that most of

"
.

-

o

R 11Erich Fromm, Escape From Freedom (New York: Holt,
Rlnehart ‘and. Winston, 1941) v : &




o

» 165
the Gakkai members, recent’transblants_frem the country-
‘'side and long-time urban residents alike, are among those
Japanese citizens that are more keenly affected by a rapidly
changing.environment which is’b{eagmng down .social bonds .
and 1essentng personal security and status., Compounding the
problem is the fact.that these same people a}e often in a
rather tenuous economie status which is threatened by
1nf1at10n anid the hazards of an unpredlctable’capltallst labor '
or business market. Other factors that contrlbute to individual
anomie or poweflessness arelsueh things as the‘beroeived (in
"déhe‘Eyes of-many Japanese citizens) low status of Japan as a
'rnatien, and the rigorous and almost inhumane competition that
prevails.in Japanese schools, and hejond, for achievement in
'Japanese s001ety. ' -
The 1mpllcat10n for this study that can be drawn from
' Tlllloh and Fromm is that even 1f economic and social conditions
improve, large numbers of Japanese citizens mlght still be
1nellned to afflllate w1th a powerful movement such as Soka '
.~Gakka1 as 1ong as 1t could prov1de the seourlty and psycho—
1og10a1_grat1f10atlons that they are seeking. As has~heen.w
,po}nted out, the.Seka‘Gakkai structure is designed to replace
'fqrmer'traditipnalgbonds with new face-tOefagehrelatienships
‘and primary bends;f }t also previdesfsimple answers to gomplex

problems, a simple"ethical code, ‘and a sense of power and

--accomplishment for the individugl and group. After all, they



are not only going to save’ Japan, through Nichiren Bﬁddhism,
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but the rést of the worid as well. The implication for
nationalism in this conceptbis subtle but very powerful.

An qppgsite interpretation is that provided by those,
social scigntistS'who hold that as societies mature and basic : °
individual economic and psychological néeds are satisfied,
new_infoppation and new experiences will tend to break down
older bonds.12 Tndividuals and groups will then tend-to-

* become more "liberal" in their attitudes and<z;§s‘boﬁnd'by
the demands of thqif‘peer grouﬁé and primary boﬁds. Applying

twf' "d%hiszkind‘of thinking to an authoritarian movement, the

implication would be that a growing numbef of individuals
would feagt to the_stifling,nature'pf participation require-

‘menyé‘in ﬁheir.mbvement and would'bégignto Efeék away. Pre-

sumably, this is the procesé tﬁat isvtaking place in the
contemporary totalitarian political systems, )
Looking'aﬁithe.Gékkéi movement, the cdnc;usiop_go be -
.QIawn'from thé'latter.thesis is that as Gakkal.members begin
 4to'hévefﬁE%'experigﬁéeé and new confactsﬂéhd hafejsoﬁé'éf their

. e
T -

12Pnis is the viewpoint often expressed by those . -«

- seholars that are concerned with national development and
change, Almorid and Powell, in‘their Comparative Politics:

” A,Developméntal Approach, are typical examples of this g}ass-
of scholars. Another example is Fred W. Riggs, "The Theory
of Political Development" in James C, Charlesworth, ed., = -

" Contemporary Political Analysis (New York: Free Prgss; 1967)

©ipp. 350-65. S e

Lag

o
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. more primitive needs satisfied,‘they will be less inclined
, -to remain affiliated with the movement mnless the organization “
-itseif ad justs to a more acoeptable posture. The argumentr
boils domn to one of competing and conflioting personal
desires and 3001al demands. On the one hand, ‘the Gakkai
membershlp and peer group demands will indicate one type of
| response for an 1nd1vidual, whereas otler experiences may
“drctate another type of response, In terms of Japanese

TS~

» polltlcs, assumlng that Komeito is soclallzlng its _supporters

"1nto the Japanese system, 1t can,be said .that Komeito is, on

“-:ql_the onelhand,'demanding,certain attitudes and behavioral

responses that refleot'an authoritarian political culture,
while.on‘the other hand it iS'proyiding specific erperienees
and artlculatlng ideas (and perhaps in some senses practicing
; them) that reflect a different type of polltical culture. The
"argument, therefore, is that over time these new experiences
~and ideas!mili ﬁéﬁ“béj§6st on the praotitionerg and that they
"-w1ll be s001allzed 1nto that political’ system Wlth the- more 'i
4dem@crafic polltlcal culture. " I ‘
B The more probable polltioal-prospects for the Gakkal

w__movement would Seem to 11e somewhere between these two extremes.

<

fThe nature of personal vested 1nterests, whether in the party,

.

.,the rellglon, the athletlc or mus1c programs, the new temples'-_

;ior perhaps a job in a Gakkal enterprlse, all make 1t unllkely

that there w1ll be a mass defectlon from Soka G&kkal.ﬂ_Aﬁu
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the same time, the ostensible aversion to terror tactics,

. the;apparent quest for respectability and the Iincipient

willingness to work within the political system would seem
to.make.it iinlikely that Komeito could come to power in any
but a democratic menner. This in turn is contingent upon
continued zeal in CGakkai shakubuku activities and an increasing’
attraction of non-Gakkai electoral support. Both of these
are possible, but both would seem to have certaln 11mitat10ns.'
_ It seems that all messianlc rellgious movements in -
hlstory have reached p01nts where the only way they could
expand further was by their own use of force or by using

political authority to impose themselves on others. ‘Further-

more, before movements reach,the'full extent of their

expansion, "heretics" or those who question or oppose from

i

within the struéture appear, and the effect of their appearance
is often to cause confusron w1thin the ranks, a struggle among

leaders, factlonallsm and unless there is a polltlcal authorlty

" to impose the "proper" orthodoxy, the movement begins to break

~

T

-1ntolsects. The zeal of the falthful supporters may also

lessen initime. Any of the above p0331b111t1es would be harmful

. for Soka Gakkai's recruitment program--i.e., their expansion

-through the conversion of new members..

. Gakkal electoral support depends a great deal on their programs,h‘

-

_ Whether‘or -not Komeito will continue to attragf non-

‘*aitheir publlc performance and their ablllty to attract this

Wm—____ -
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support desplte adjustments made by other partles who also
1ntend to appeal to the same groups of people., There would
_appear, therefore, to be certaln limitations to the Soka Gakkal
and Komeito expansion.
It is because of these potential limitations that

one concludes that it is unlikely that Komeito will become

the major political force in Japan. It is just as unlikely,
-however, that Komeito will disappear overnignt. There is a
good possibility that Komeito may even enlarée its repre—
'sentatlon, and may be even become a challenge to the Socialist -
~party as the second ma jor party, or at least be in a good
position to’form a coalition with a splinter party should the
'Libera}JDenocratic part&ubreak np. There is also the possi--
‘bility tnat as the party expangs its pol{tical role, it may"
Be-able to loosen somewhat rts ties to Soka Gakkai. The nature
of the present'linksﬂcetween the two organizations would appear
to make tnis réther difficult, but greater autonomy, might be
T oegn attractlve alternatlve for some Komeito political leaders.
There are some relatlvely concrete 1ndlcat10ns of a
l_slcwdown in Gakkai expansion. One finds that,althoughld
. Soka Gakkaifhas'increased its membership and Kbmeito its
& . voting strength, the rate of increase has slowed down (meaning
';.that fewér'members-are successfully’fulfillrng theirishakubpknii‘hr
pdutles) . From 1962 to 1965 Soka Gakkai expanded by 2,850,000

"ffamllles, o about 95%, but from 1965 to 1968, the cxpansion
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was only 768,000 families or ah increase'of 12.9%.13 Further-.

) more, the voting percentage per family unit of claimed member-.

ship has decreased with each elecfion. 1In 1962, Soka Gakkal

received 1.32 votes per claimed family unit; but in 1965, .

the rate was only .87 votes per setai or family un1t.14 The: °

- ratio - was slightly less in 1968; despite an apparent in-.

crease in non-Gakkai'support.15 One must conclude that for

DY

some reason or other, “the ablllty of Soka Gakkai to attract

PRU

new members 1is deorea31ng at the same time as Kbmelto is

-better able to attract non—Gakkal votes, ThlS, of course,

°r

- does notrmean‘that Soka Gakkai will not continue to expand,

only that the rate of expansion is slowing down and that once

the movement begins to lose some of itsfmomentum, the loss

w111 probably be difficult to overconme. Komelto, therefore,
may be motivated to shift more toward belng a semi-pragmatic
bargalning party and thereby garner a larger percentage of the )

popular vote. . s .

‘e

e s Anothea 1nterest1ng recent development was an’

‘announoement by Kbmeito that it was studylng the poss1b111ties

s

-

13The statistics are based on-household membershlts

.claimed by Soka Gakkai in a letter sent to_the writer dated
'July 2, 1969, -~

14lehijima, Komeito, pp. 273-74.

15Chapln, "Buddhlst Party " p. 3.
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of forming a new.labot-union_federat50n.16 With only'about
,one-thifd'of‘Japan's‘iabor represented by major unions, and -
since & sizable percentage of the Gakkail membership comes’

from 1ahot, this-is an enticing prospect for additional
electoral support. How this project would be integrated'uith;:
Soka Gakkai is not clear, though it is unlikely that a union
dominated by the Gakkai organization would carry a‘very'

wide appeal. One suspects that if such a proposal is carried - -

Y e,

“ out, thetnion will have to be much more autonomous than are

Tar

the present Gakkai sub—structures or risk not‘appeallng much

7e}beyond the present Gakkal membership. Needless to say, the

L4

Socialists, Democratic Socialists and existing unions are not
pleased by this prospect, and can “be- expected to oppose it
w1th every means. possible. What is most 1ntr1guing about ‘the -~
‘1dea is the possible 1mpllcation for certaln vested polltlcal
1nterests among -the party polltlclans. It is quite pOSSlble
that the 1eadersh1p W111 ‘find that if they are going to be
1ncrea81ngly effective in the political’ system, they are g01ng )
h to have'to be less bound to Soka Gakkal.‘ Were they to '

reallze a greater measure of autonomy, they mlght become.more

, attractive_politically,' The union‘concept'just might be a
-move toward autonomy, OTr a union, once.estahlished, might

»

~

 '®Nignijima, Komeito, pp. 281-8k.
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pull the party toward a‘more autonomous posdt;on. | ‘ -
It is this writer's opinion that Soka Gakkai will
continue to grow, but at an inoreasingly slower rate.,. Most
of the menbers will probably oontinue to identify with Soka..
Gakkai, but over time the‘intens;ty of thelr loyalty may |
lessen. This possibly could bring about a more moderate
pol}tioa} posture within the Soka Gakkad novement; Further-
more, it is felt that Komeito will probably become better
* 1ntegrated 1nto the Japanese polltlcal system and that there
will be some relaxatlon of the ‘ties between Soka Gakkal and
~'{”h ’éKomelto. ~As Komelto continues to gain respectablllty there
will be some increase of support for Komeito "among Japanese
- citizens who are not‘presently interested in Soka Gakkai.

If opportunlty to partlclpate in a ooalltlon government
presented itself, Komeito Would probabl&‘take advantage of
it and thereby-have 1nf%uencevout of proportion to its )
. relative siie. 'df oourse,.it-is always possible that Komeito
could suffer a demlse, but the skillful comblnatlon of 8001a1
h welfare polloles With natlonallsm and the rather good polltical
1ntu1tion of its present leadershlp would seem to ensure 1ts
;-Yl&blllty;;n the foreseeable future.

-Some Flnal Observatlons B : _ . e

+ - . ~

It can be concluded that although the source of
1nsp1rat10n for the rellglous movement came from Nichiren -

deuddhlsm, and even though their polltical values supposedly
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find their origin there as well,'ﬁomeito's politicel behavior
end policies can be related to the pretailiné japanese social
and poiitical conditions. "Buddhist politics," as presented

in the title of this paper, therefore, has more 51gn1f10anoe

-

as a means. for ‘identification and as a ratlonale for Komeito! s '

political involvement than it does as a defin;tion of observ-
able politioal phenomena. One must not,. however, under-
estimate‘the poignanoy‘of such a concept for people in a.
nation that.has a history of molitioally—invoited‘religious
.movements. ’

"4 = That Soka Céﬁkai is a movement with serious political
implications has been demonstrated. Whetner Komeito repre-
sents a new thrust of the upper ~-lower and lower-middle
sectors of Japanese society into politics, 'or whether 1tvls
51mp;y a manlfestatlon of disaffection by a relative minority
of Japanese urban citizens cannot yet be fully ascertained.
Evidence has.beeﬁ‘pfesented‘that'suggests eithem;;ossibility,
ang‘nerhéps a combination of both., ' There are'some aspeots'
B offthe‘movement that'meytstrike an observer es remarkable

’or even'edmirable;-but at-tne same time one cannotuhe;p.but'
b‘be:aware of the ﬁestructive potential for oemocnatic insti;
tutlons 1nherent in this movement. Aithough it has been s0

-

'acoused Soka Gakkal 1s not e fasc1st movement but it has
.,‘-ﬂ}i

- 4the 1nstitut10nal and doctrinal quallties for developlng 1ntor

,such a movement. As it stands today, Gakkai doctrines would
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sanction a change in the 1eadershrp toward a more aggressive
\

posture and Such a shlft could be 1n1tiated by a few men at

17k

Vthe oenterfln‘the name of Nichiren. Although this does not
seem likeiy:given_the ﬁ?%éent-leadership, it does remain one
of'the'conceivable.dfreotions wmich the movement could
ultimately take. 'Wﬁatever the_case, in the final analysis,
Soka Gakkai's and Komeito's main role in -the Japanese political

P

system;pasioally depends on whether or not all the operative —
" political foreesloan-make that system‘functioﬁhmbre effectively
in.satisfying the social needs of the Japanese community.
'Qéward thrs end Komeito can, as a political party in that
system, play a positive rolej; but if the system does not
function in an éffective manner, Soka Gakkal might become a
vehlcle through which some "higher order" is sought and one
oan almost be certain that in the process of seeking such

a "higher order?,muoh of-Japan s post-war economic and.

' politioal developmemtiwoﬁid be ﬁndermined and poss}bly even
elimimated. Most students of the Japanese political system

o would notrfind this- prospect a fayvorable alternatlve.

- .
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