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the reply to this Letter the follo l ] ] 77/

TREASURY (HAMBERS.
Number showld be quoted

AR | E

’s ,,.rnimlu
19 YJ/T‘\ 228

061

I have laid before the Lords Commissieners offé'i;a
a ee&, 8 Treasury Mr. Read's letter of the 20th ultime
A‘*& further relative to the treatment of volunteers
Africa and their dependénts for the purpose of
disability penaion, widows pension, etc., under the Pay
Warrant,
As Mr. Secretary Harcourt will be aware the diffi-

lties with regard to previous social status bo which he

efers also arjee i nnection with the New Armies in this
yuntry and the Select Committee on Pensions and Grantd have
]
been unable to recommend a varying rate of pensiom coryes-

ponding to such variation in civil position.

io My Lords feel able to adopt the suggestion
t all volunteers snould be treated as if in Class 1
nder Articles 1165 and 1248 of the Pay Warrant irre~
spective of their actual military rank. My Lords consider

that the new pension rates recommended by ihe Select Commi-
ttee as embodied in Army Orders should be applied ia these
ases algo. _ As Mr. Harcourt will be aware the widow's
pension scale f)r the lowest ra.m (10s. a week rising %o
lZ/g at 36 and 1‘) - at 45 with )/- for the first child,
3/2 for the second and 2/- for further children) has already
been adopted by His Majesty's Government as from the lst
instant. The consequential rates for the higher ranks 'and
the detailed disability rates will be announced very

oruy My Lords think that the Committee's recommenda~

L Q regards the age limit for children's pcnohu (

Ny E .
S
- .




16 for both boys and girls with extensio
dircumstances) should also be.adopted.

I am to add that the Select Committee alga con=

template supplementdry grants in addition to the G‘overnmenfl,
rates being made in special cases from other rundg and if Mr.
Hercourt considers that the Government rates now proposed are
insufficient in the circumstances of Bast Africa, it appeare
to My Lords that additions might very well be made from a

fund raised locally for the purpose.

Your obedient Servant,

dfitts,
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