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L A:y further .cnlnmnnknion on ihh
“#ubject should be addressed to—

LN

The Secretary,
‘War Office,
London, 8. W,

.ﬁmﬂhﬁn( -uﬁc quoted. y . War Ofﬁc;’ '
Lbﬁdonr, SW.

77 SareX, 1018,

0165/6765. (Ma0.1:4).

e
sir, % 2t
I am commznded by the Army Council to forward to you q‘ Ei_,
copy of a tslegram received from Major-General Wapshare on : ?
the subject of the administration of ‘Mafia Island. 3 F
It is understood that the guestion of currency has been 'tu
alrsady dealt with in a separate tslegram from Mr Secretary E;--
Harcourt to Sir H. Belfield. I am"to agk for the visws of i
Mr Harcourt on the other points raised. v ‘n
With regard to the last paragraph of Major=Genaral A
Wapshare's telegram I am commanded to express ths views of t‘
the Army Council that they ars in favour of the maintenance £
of the Military Government of the Island and to suggest that ..{:
Major-General Wapshare should consult with 8ir Henry Belfield ' Pt
as to such assistance from the civil authorities of the East k :E
African Prutectorate as they may conx;idér advisable in the ’ E / EE
interests of the native populatmr;{ if this were agreed to,k! Eg
temporary military rank could be granted to any civilians gg
officials employed £8r this grrpope. 1
I akx, ) i
: " i R Sir,
d \
Your obedient Servant,
i !

/\] /‘) (:L (L”CT

lhe Under Secretary of State

for the Colonlews,

¥




From Major- General Wapshare to War office.

(No. 142/6.) . 27th Fabruary, 1915.
1«0- 10 a.m.

I have been visiting Mafia Island and have that domestic slavary is
existing in the Island. There are upwards of 5,000 slavés of both sexes.
I found also in the government office ;mﬁla docgment{ry evidence that
the German Government recognized the existence of alévery and barter
batween owners. Also the sale of slaves to Furopeans was perfiltted,
the slaves being freed after working<out their purchase price. I
deprecate interference with the system for the present except as regards
improving their condition, which is not a hard one. I have iasuad
orders to this effect. To make ény chz.mgel now \would r;snde‘r the Qkngrs
in the island antagonistic. Tt would have’a similar effect-in the
mainland, where there are 80, OOO glaves. As I underata.nd that the
island is at present only under military occupatioy, nomint.arfarsnca
is justifiable for mflitary reasons. I prupose to interfers wit.h ;
existing tradition and the custom of the country as little a8 possible.
Tor similar reasons I‘ depre.cate depreciation of the value of the
German rupse. I am in agresement with the paraphrase of the telegrdam
from the ddloniaI"’Oﬂ'ico to the Governor recommending the maintenance
of ‘the value of the German rupses as our OwWn.

coloul(uaﬂ}in a.ctigzg as Ranident assisted by Bagge and King,

A\

both of phm ,;;;9 f}sﬁu?\ iw disposal. I understand rrom the Govern- :

ment that all 'ym;gaa gann ena with uuu:,u?ux ‘of the 1.‘. :

hy, &, Abc" “Mtubh to wi@ oxpnutum\)‘; L pr,&h "4- t‘ fla :
s, ,

.Aﬂu 1non-l derived from it.
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