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SECRET.

From General Smuts to Chéef of the Imperial Gergval Staff.
:

(No. G.0. 284.) 11th March, 1916; 7.5 pm.

There was a resolute action fou ht by the edémy the whole of yesterday ab Tabora
Hill's Nek and Kitovo Hill, west of Taveta. Tag direction af the enemy’s retirement,
i is

appenss fo be towards Moshi, and eventually fowards Arusha-and the interior.

not in-accordance With our anticipation that his etivament would ba along. the Tanga
. and it may possibly rcau that he jntends to evacuate Pare and the Usinibara
Mounéains along his northern. frontier. 1 bave warned (Genpral Stewart, Commandin
the Ist Division, of the enemy's apparent plans to votive in the dirdetion of Arusha, an
this division should be able to strate his retreat: towards that place. It is very
difficult, bowever, to reqain | in sommunication-with Stewart, Notwithstanding  that
récent rains havg rendered the ground almost impassable for /transport, pursuit will be
vigerously pushed. 4
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SECRET.
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SECRET.

From (eneral Smuts to Chef of the Inperial General Staf.

(No. G.O.F. 156.) ‘ 12th March, 1916, 11.55 p.m.

The military situation which I reported in my telegram of this morning as being
still obscure has to-day eleared up completely. The action which was begun yesterday
morning for clearing the enemy from the Kitovo Hills resulted in a very obstinate
struggle; which continued with wavering fortunes until widnight. The hills which were
denscly wooded and steep presentx-d a most formidable obswele; the enefuy held. them
with very large forees and portions of them were tdken and rvetaken geveral times in thg
course of the engagiment. As the result of 4 final bayonet attack between 9 p.m. and
midmghttwo- parties, of which one wa« led. by Lient.-Colonel Freeth of 7t South
Afrioan Infantry snd the other by Major Thompson of the dth South African Infantry,
soetred o hold on the hills; and this they maintained during themight until. reinforee-
ments could come \fp in the mornitig. The German Army of 3,000 to 3,000 Askartis
were ‘then  seen streafping away in n south-westerly direction’ (pwﬁrdp \Kuh;.' (hm
‘mralively severe losses have been sutfpred by both sides. The morﬁl oiect, however,
of our victory is certain to he great and far-reaching. TR

During this epgagement a mounted brigade was cléaring the hills at the foot of
Kilimanjaro towards tﬁe north-west (?) and cutting off enemy’s. retreat in a westerly
direction. - General Stewart also arrived on the road connecting Moshi and Arusha, and
in consequence engmy is retreating to the Moshi~—Tanga railwiry in & southern direction.

The pursuit is being continued.
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SECRET. .

From (leneral Smuts to Cluef of the Linperial General Staff.

(No. G.O.F. 156.) 12th March, 1916, 11.55 p.m.

The military situation which 1 reported n my telegram of this morning as being
stil obscure has to-day cleared up completely. The action which was begun yesterday
morning for clearing the enemy from the Kitovo Hills resulted in a very obstinate
struggle; which continued with wavering fortunes until midnight. The bills which were
deusely wooded and steep present/cd a most furmﬁhlﬁ obstacle ; the enefny held them
with very large forees and portions of them were deon and retaken-several times in the
eourse of the engagement. As the result of a final bayonet attack between 9 p.m. and
midmight—two parties, of which one was led by . Lieut.-Colonel Freeth of 7th Sonth
Afriean Infantry and he other by Major Thompson of the 5th South African Infantiy,
socifred o hold on the hillagnd this they maintained during ‘themight until reinforce-
ments could come: up in the mornitig. . The German Aymy of 2,000 to 3,000 “Askariis
were ther seen streaming away in a south-weyterly direction  towirds Kahg. OCom-
paratively severe losses have been suffered by both sides. The worl effbet, however,
of our victory is certain to be great and far-reacting. -

During this engagement a mounted brigade was cléaring the hills at the foot of

Kilimanjaro towards the north-west (?) and _guttin off enemy’s. retreat /in a westerly

dircction.  Creneral Stewart also arrived on the road connecting Moshi and ‘Arusha, and
i1 consequence enemy s retreating o the Moshi—Tanga railway in & southern direction.
The Pursuib is being éontinued.
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