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148 peforence tp your lpstar luk&a. of the igth
ultimo, 1 mm dirested by Searetary 8ir K. orcy\:‘ae transauit
to you harxewiltl & eopy of cerrespondence with 'tia
Coloniad o:ri‘n Folative to the existimg treaty arrangements
affeoting the territdride comprised in the Conventional
Basin of the Congo.

A3 regards the Customs D‘auou levied in the British,
Jerman and italiaan terrno’tln of the Zastern zome whigh
forn the mubjeot of the Peclarstion of Decdmber 22nd, 1896,
I an to observe timat n‘u'_"’*ou guestion turns on the date
of emtry inte force of g»}e General Act of brussele amd of
the Agreemeni between Gfest Britain, Germany snd Italy,
whioh ocwme inte foroe at the same time (mse article § of
the Agreement. p.Bl9 of Map of Afriem by Txed®y). In your
letter of Februayy L2(R the date is given ss AugUSt _siet, 189,
which 1s the date whieh would maturally be asumed to be
the right ome, on réeding artieles 90 asd MO 6 the
Ast of bruesels ﬁd oheerving '.hl the protocol referrved
‘40 in artiocle 99 was astually signed on July Z2nd, 1891.
Bbut the date givem An the Map of Af¥yica by Treaty (p,517
foot-note 1) ‘ie Auril Sad, AMS2. and this is the correct
date, as appears from s cireular Bote (row the belgian
Government of February 1l7th, 1893, stating that April 2nd
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bad been agremd upon by m lh;nltory Ypwere ae & uiult
of the tmbﬂu\y of hﬂu&l %o rlmy the Act mlict ‘I!
wes u a dutn of faot ratified Wy Portugal on uuwm
1802) . d

rm Agreement of Decemper 22nd 1890 with Itely and
Gexmany thersfore eame into foree em April 2nd, 189%. It
#ee to remain in force fgy Suggessive poriods of five years,
and it was necessary, im owder to tereinate it, for one
of the contf-ﬂtnc Farties to duuhd ite revieion not lees
than six months vefore the 4and of uw ourrent quinquennial
period (article 6). 7The sesond quuwumlu period expired
on April 2nd 190&. By netes eof September 13th end Beptember
24th, 1901, (i.e. wore than sgx monthe before april 2nd, 1902)
lide Majesty'e Covermment dewanded its revision, und the
Agreement {s tborofeu,’?io__ longer in fouree. It expired, not
in 190}, as aprears frem the Colonial Office lotter of
Yebruary 23rd, but on April ond, 1963, and there is therefare
no need to donéu;l.-n now,

It may de added that if the Agreemont wers 8till in
forco the end of txn ocurrent quinquennial period -guw be ;
April M. A907, and tue laet date for denunsiation therufore
Getobery 204, 1918, and not February 20th, 1016. i
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