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‘ Sir - .
1 am directed by v1soonnt Grey of Fallod,on

to transmit to you, nerewtth, to !Sq J.aid befors

B
Mr. §ecretary Bonar Law, & copy of a letter from
"L: ' the Wer Office, regarding certain prOpasals made
f\)'/G by the General Officer Conm&nding-in-chief East
o~ Africe, for the future employment of the Belgien
(v; Congo troops now operating in that theatre.
and of a

COpies of a telegram, of & despatch
1etter from His Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at Le

5
4 »" Havre on the subject are &lso enclosed, for Mr.

\
A»*' Bonar Law's very confidential 1nfomatlon
In view of Lord Kilmarnock's obServations
inion that, for political

<

ey

Lord Grey is of op
reasons, General Snuts' suggestion cannot be

- o " ‘pressed, &nd he wcm].d proposs, it Mr. Botggr La-w

at coneurs, 1o state when informing the Bglsian e

nment to this effect, that the campaign in
nas been

Tk Gover
Last Africa, like every other ca.mpa.ign.
. ,nnderte.ken in the general interest of all the
A s:. and that this alone, and not &y
Iﬁ T'”:‘An’beﬁst, “ig the cause of; dny proposals

9 by* His meaty's Guvormont in connection '\‘-'
iﬁq 301&1@ mi“litary oparations of “the Alliuh. v
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" "1 am commanded Ny”:he Army Counicil to “transmit for,

the “Anformation of the Secretary of State for Woreipgn

Y

>

Affadirs exdracis from telegrams received from <ie Teneral
i Officer Cofmamiin -in-Chief, East Africs, containing
proposais relative to the future eleoymenL of the
telgian Congo troops now operatlng in that theatre.

2. Th; movemééts now in progress ty tue Allied
Fdrces are directed towards the effective seizure and
conirol of‘the’enémy's main lateral line of communication,
the Central Railﬁay. and when completed will ‘mark the
close of a distinct phase of ‘he operations. ?rom
information in-the possession of tile Council it is
probable that on compllecu of lhle phuse the Germaﬁ
Commander may witndraw his remaining ’orces‘into the
districts of Iringa and Mahenge, qouuh of LIP 9n11wey,
and endeavour to prolong the. Lampaign.

3. The Council would prefér on many grounds no‘
emplby in the finel phase of the campaign’, ‘which maj; Coa
'approximate*tq guerilla‘warrare, forceg tomposed-as far
: as‘pbééible of African troops, releasing as far as may
'~be found pructicable the Imperial whxte SOuth Africa,

§e5§§tary o($3tate
Fereiag briﬁce}
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45, In coneeq’uence Lﬁ’eutenam (‘enphai Smutsffgﬂns
DFOposed that when the Belglan Gongo “forces ha Gl “";-
ocdupfeﬁ Kigdnm and Ujiji, the Belpian gover?me’nt ghould .
be approac.hed with a view to sedurfng their assent to our

' taking over all or the greater portion of their troops in’

‘Qhe fleld, for 1nqorporatlon in our forces under Eritish
. . Officers, thus providing a fully-trained and well.
" . organised accession of strength. '
It is considered that on. 'c‘omplet,;oxi of the. opera- )
2 Vo speciried ‘the Belglan Government w1l have little .
imereav in the<f1na.1 stages of’ the campeign, and may be
* glad to be relieved of the Iinancial liabilitiee
'. connecf«ed with ‘ohe xﬂaintemmze or mbi}- Iorces . eepecialu

tha eongo to somg extgqt by ethe raipiWesz ,,%

recruits. x ‘% gl




A

Mahenge disﬂ,ricts where the campaign will bév{m,,
difricult%amnpracticany 1mpossir1e or. whtte troops b

)

the diseégee of ‘men. and ani:mals. ,‘ ‘ K.

b venture t0o make the following sW; est,ion -

The Belsians have a well-trained native Army number‘ing

Qetween E,OCO and 10,000 rifles. These troops whb
‘belong to the period before ihe war now fomn part of the '

army of advence, their place in the Congo having_v been

. teken by recruits. The Congo Government will be

seriously emb;!‘rassed- after this War, by the large .
numbers of troops and'tgey ;nigm welcome. an opportunity, -
to get rid of the finencial 1iability. :

My sug,gestion 1s that the British Govem‘ment should

"':'approach the Belgian Government and. propuse ar’c.er ahe. -

"occupat,ion of Ujiji to take over t.ne native army wi‘oh

"native N.C.0,'s and ‘men and 1ncorporate ‘them in r‘m‘a

Britisn army -under British Officers for tpe duration of )

.._thchwgn‘,\ o F ey s R e i S heEiandpe e

- The Belglans have no further 1nterést in the _
d Urundi which




Training and recruihm&nt oI ﬁmev
v Rifle vattalion is proceaﬁﬁng slowly ¥ .

«4nether they will be tit fbr the fielg, when thé’ secondary
“i caﬂ&albn sp\kn o? Lne central railway beginb. Ikﬂ?hpose
in the meantime 1o continue the campaign: with present

LroQps ‘even after the occupaticn of the railway un@il'

IIIAI"‘IlllllAul

4

% ‘,\;e § ‘t

rthese battﬂlions are properly traineq
7 brodps I con-

e As regards the question of Belg’ T
Y ,siderr 11/advisable to ask for 8,000 rifles -mmh will be
‘ ; 10 baptafﬁons ér*GOQ men eath according 10 the Congo
.Free smane eatabltanmenb. i
Wastage,wilx ba considerable and the probability of
guerilla warfare on the part ‘of the enemy in‘a difficul?t

country will necessitate a considerable force on our

' part.
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I.N des.etch 'l‘x'éaw rIo.l:SS. «

Belgsian Goverment regret that, they are unable
to accept’ General gmts’ proposal. Reasona given ere:-

(1) that Belgian Colondal troops camnob fight
under another flag and officers; !

(2) rrobable refusal of nitives to fight e excert’
£or their own sovereign under ‘their own officers and
practical difficulties :anolvod in change of methods
and language of camand; ;

(3) lack of Belglan inter est justifying before
public opinion the s@criﬁce of Belgiar Congo soldiars‘. A

Note states’ that Belgian Military acticm in Gemfm
East Africa arpears to be’tfmnihat,ed a.vxtn m?;?ch qt
General Tmbour on Tabora beyond x;u.ch po:.nt he has becn
Mmﬂtod .xn_ no caeq to0 pass.” e

. II howevm' 1t can be -ghown thay Bfl,,i&ﬁ 1m.ax‘ests 4
extat Justifying the sacrifices . which’ ;;ontima‘oion o'
txhe campalgn would entail, the Belsian' Goverrment are
re&dy to0 examine with sincere desire to arrive Bt an
undera};am}.ng the,yponsiderations and projects which may

- e /,‘
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mlgm appear to be putting difficuluips in me way ot
it;s realization, bu‘o as I have repor‘ced in- ny despatch :

any oft 1c1al expresoiou of opgnio showeci fie very

Dlainly th,at ‘His personal view was mat, serious objecmon
S Would be entertained to it by the Belgie.n Government..

x‘ conrese that I wes not surprlsed at ‘this and it must’

1 t.h,mk be pretty clear t.nat, B&lisiaQ susceptlbilitieﬁ

‘&159-1“ We, Bﬁouiad takc over the administratiou oI t.he yhole T
° ,quan Eas‘b Africa and how Benlcin s consent»was alﬁy :
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to "bg.te" at all. .
Meam!h’lle Baron Beyens' absence gives us, I,

f pared wit/h an- a:ltern&tive cou;rse in cage
"‘4 =7 ° “‘;

oxtreme ‘nelu;:t.gme being evix;cod oy ‘&hg 3@5&&&

] Belgian n:trive troops W,
‘and undertaking at t.he same
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-1 feei“aome dirfiﬁence ‘about put®ing— .
q&hﬁaf ; ke && to y\%p‘rima’cel

, abr,eemenﬁ a to the ul;lmﬂbe disposa
v ke St :
. Atrica g said et 16 Wed Ivb/cl? ‘d‘.

poHcy of Hia M’igdsw s Govemnem, thet, 8
be left over: for settlanfﬁm', ‘ber

¥

questions, snoul ﬁhe '

e ‘wwqwmmmmm 1nnds mingd} ad he rrfxean

y pertition? He sald *No" = that nis Goverument had he,

‘¥ vevreved,” md terri‘corial ambitions at all in thesé .« = ‘;’
‘regions - that they had got ﬁa much as they could mans,ge

now - but that he ho})ed His Majea y"s Government had.not,

to the SOuth Ai‘rican Union. : (I said I t.houghg:, Lt

i unlikely that they had done 80. ) "+ His idea seemed to. t-e
v _frgu";p‘ hend the" Dolmy

f / 5 - %
Imep’exjgence in the even‘b of ; 1itery: vie
" - .
1" 'He gaid of ‘course tHEt: \t:m.s “Wes,

;ﬁz_aps‘*;}x\tql&personal idea and that it could never’
( ward as’ ‘&..seeme(t 10 throw, .

I b ougm) 20 &
might.
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