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August 21st, 1917,

Sir,

I have the honour to invite your
consideration in regard to the existing \
provision of educational facilities in this
Protectorate and would especially refer to a
school which Mas for some years past served
& useful purpose in Nairobi and is known as
the Nairobi High School.

2. The history of the 8chool 1is as
follows. 1In April 1908 Miss E.B.Secoombe
(now urs. n.n Laws) on the revommendation of
the colonnl 0rfie addressed the Proteotorate
Government on the poutbuxtp of establishing
a nb_gl for gu-u and small boys in Nairobi
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Government for this purpose. As a result of
this correspondence Miss Seccombe visited
Bast Afrioa amd having been provided by
Goverament with a bungalow and a limited
amount of furniture, opened a small boarding
sshool on the lines proposed. Her action

was especially weloome, as there was at that
time no establishment of the kind in the
country for the ohildren of European settlers.
Por a period of three years M#ss Secconbe
received financial assistance from a religious
society in Bugland but at the end of 1911 the
existence of the newly established Government
boarding sehool and the cessation of funds
frow home forbade the further continuance

of the seheol.

8. E&rly in 1914 Miss Seccombe returaed
to East Africa. The child pepulation of the
country had increased so mueh during her
absence that the accommodation at the
Goverament boarding sohoel was no longer
sufficient Yo meet the demand. A number of
responsible restdents of Nairobi thereupen
p,tiuo.d Goveragent $hat the ‘om tullluu
um’w na?qu Wiss lﬂw ¥
sepy of W”ud‘b enclebed erevitn,
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educatienal aceommodation, which has always
been a difficult matter for Government to
arrange, eould be met to some extent by the‘
loan of a bungalow as formerly in 1908. The
sohool was accordingly re-opened in 19185 and
has since been conducted in a satififactory

manner.,

4. I now understand from the inspeotion
report of the Director of Education that
clroumstances, arising from the present
condftions prevailing in the country, render
it diffieult to maintain the school on a
footing shat is fimancially sound and
consequently to obtain a permanent and
satisfastory staff of teachers. I consider
1t most undesirable that the sehool sheuld
be closed until Governmenmt is in a position
%o deal more fully with the development eof
Buropean education. The additional boarding
accemuodation whieh you were good enotgh to

sanstion for the Govermment Sohool in
Pebruary lm was. wutly ocoupied apd -
aparty frow ﬂl."ﬂtﬂculty of prdung for
20 “7 ulolm*.plnum - 1& elesing of
Nairobi um Sahool would wpﬁvh
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5. I would therefore ask your perllssxgag

. to a)ltist this school with a grant from public

funds £r a period of two years, at the end of
whieh period Government may be in a position to
provide additional facilities. The grant would
take the following form:-
(1) £200 per annum recurrent for two years in
aid of salaries of the staff.

R (3) Ap initial sum of £50 non-reourredt im aid
of teaching equipment iu which the school
is defioient,

Subject to .your sanction 1 propose to meet
the above expemditure during the ocurrent year
from savings on the Education Vote and to make
provision fer it in the forthcoming Estimates
for 1918-19, ' "

6. I trust that these resommendations
will meet with your appraeval, as it is nqn
desirable for the future of the coumtry that
the eduoation of European children shall receive
the mest ¢areful attention sud I Would further
ask ﬁ‘ll.r'onr of a reply by telegraph.

' I have the hemeur to be,

Your mtlo..::__'dl”
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: NAIR(BI, 94
Britieh East Africa,

September 8th, 1914.

Eis Excellency,
Bir H.Conway Belfield K,0M.G.,

U.F.8. to the Chairman, .
Nairobi School Comnittee.

Your Excellency,

Ve, the undersigned parents, resident in and
< omaround Nairobi, desire to approsch you on a matter which ie
causing us grave concern, namnely the question of the future
educetion of our children.

The limit of accommodation in the Buropean
school having now been reached, ve understand, those who
are desirous of making arrangenents for their children's
education find themselvee confronted with two alternatives.
The first, which is impracticable for many of ue owing to
the expense end ditficultta,atv.mdmt thereon in & new country
lile East Africa, ie the engagenent of a governess or tuter.
The second is the course which we are now adopting and for
which we venture to solicit your sympathetic interest. It
il. that aseigtance should be given by Govermient to a lady

who is qualified.in every way to undertake the education of
¢hildren and whe Was in fact mistrese of & school in Nairobi
a fow years ago.

e Yo qm,gomg Seccathe -n( is m;uldont
tl; W" Her #Iiﬂc% are well known to the Director
of Bducation and to those 'ho have interested ‘thefisshyes ju
in the past in the educatien of !:uropun\childm in Nairobi,l
and she is willing to éndertake again the duties previously
carfied sut by her. gtrong inducenents are being held out
to Mies W to @o up to Molo and to open a private

W-ﬁm%qutu-bummmn
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to move in the maetter before it ie too late. s

The absence of educational facilities for
children in Nairebi has, we are informed, compelled some
parents to sem their children out of the country and in
solle cases hae even been thicause of preventing persons
from Settling in Britieh Rast Africa,

Tbe great dificulty is the lack of suitable
accomuodation at our dispoeal and althaugh we are aware that
the housing question in Nairobi ie now Tore than ever an
acute and preesing one, we feel confident that given your
Jind consideration and assistance a solution of the problem
nay be arrived at.

Uight we venture to suggest that the Bungalow
on Railway Hill, formerly granted rent free Erom scholastic
purposes, might ¥8 again be placed at the disposal of a Con
tee for a school for thgee children for whom there now exiet
no institdtion for giving the neceseary tution. We name
this bungalow because it is admirably suited to the purpose
which we have in view as regards health, position and accom
modation ae was amply proved upen the occasion of ite being
utilized as a school for a period of three yeare,

We further beg Your Excellency to assist um
by a grant in aid fram the Rduoation Vote if any unexpended
balance ie available for thie purpose, such grant to be used
ino meeting the necessary upendimro attendant on etarting
the scheel.

. nmmamummnwmm
three of our muber o put bafe
5rnm detail should Your lnullonoy bo lind

us an interview,
v, ® ' ? have the
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