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1 mm commanded by the Afmy Council 'to’ reqlest you tb -
esqbmit, for the decision ¢of the lerds Commissioners of Hie
Xgjesty'e Treasury, the question raised in the enclosed
cdrresponiende’regarding customs duties in ast Afrise.

~_ Customs duty is not leviad oh stores imported for

@ Bast African Force, on siotem imported for‘mésses and
5 teens, mer .« pw gifys mdnt from oVerssas for ths troops, o
18 Janusdry of this year the Couheil suggsstsd to the Colows
Offige that 1t would be reaszonable to expeot that the

ernments of the gast Afr{ga, Upanda and Kyssaland
rotectorates and ths civil administration «f the occupied
portion of German %sst Afriea should credit the Common Chury
Apseunt {the total of which is debited for the time heing te

Punds) with a rebats aqual to the duty paid on =1 good

rchased locally for the Yorce. The same question was
raised independently a 1itgle luter by the Generanl Officer
Commarding the . last African Worce.

]

The principle of this proposal seems to the
to be ebvieusly wvound, wmd their Lordships will doubt
ee that Lt is untoushad by the criticisms offered
agraphs 2 and 3 of the daeupatch of 30th March 1917
¢ Governer of the Zast Africs Protectorate. As reg
aragreph 4 of that desputeh, [ am to ebserve that if
sggested credit iz nat given to the Common Charges . ,
¢ net sseunt of that wecvunt (the bulk of which wi. Torm
fipal chzrge agsinst Army Funds) will clearly be lnereased 1

tanto. {

s enly cemsiderations which can Justly be urg
sgainet the propossl sppear t4 be these based on the exten
of acpounting lsbour that would be invelved to give &ifeat V
to it. To make a #etatled imvestigavdon inte the gredit
that would Be due frem the beginning of the war world no .
doubt invelve a dleprepertionute spiunt of 1abour, But ?.uk
e grant of a rebate on future purchnoes, IT it 18 5
knat the rebute sheuld be given far the future, the
Yor She- past transastions might be arrived at by agre T
between the Protectorats authorities and the General
Commanding-in-Chief,

Ceuncil do not gather that this arpusent 4o urged s
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