%, fthe sircumstanced attending these Fires nave besn
urgmlly mvoéngatcd. and every person who was pruom.
in tbu‘.urw stages or unqu“u priop to the . ?

outbreaks that it has besn possiule 1o rum,.nu peen L
examined, The owners of tne property dnzrom navo. as 2
far as po:awl‘. peen -xumd. and a.lso t’m Agonts ot
the Inlurmce LQIP‘&IQ. Qonoorud. i

You ; 22l X s g

WW:'M on'Uctober s6tn, mm,g’:i:m eircumstances
’c briefly as ‘follovai- 03 the day in quinion‘b native .
hazals in onarge of an Arav clerk vers m}ouhng sone
$1400 m. of copra from a mnuy wagon im.o one or the
. godowns owned by- Messts. Besson. As ine aodotn vas
pnouculx full n-ou ‘root to sxcor they nn naonu
\;o vags in & nuo n’ph the door on the rxgnt nand li'Ao.
‘At soon two of Ule met vmfcy v ouy r them-
’ ulr” sl theotner /m an‘fsm rested for a time.
. !hv stated thaq t»? rested on v.ho loading onk out.l}‘dn
, the godown, ‘dat ;Mrt $eens to ve ,on dolibt abom thids
and the proupuu-y is that tney n}q _Anside q{. go!;n
in the uuq‘“mn\ is m\vxumtht uu,&un :
 smoking: “Q) -u‘aﬁh&udy deny u T undep the !
ctrounmou w Muuuq a.p é;,n their denial
o nrx,i-”xlioly. ‘s oury’ vas
25 wnich snowsd tpmt vhey had -
slves as to the svidehcs they

3
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son"hcro %bont 1.0 pure WOTK 'u rom‘d qnd abogt.w
1,100 outof the consighment of. y.oq‘ﬁ-si llari pnn :
ltored. a tew%mutu uur z.G m»‘ rire was oourvod
inside. rron the evidmu givon the rire was nrst. uon
on the $6p ot the pile ot produce on the right side, u.nd :
Prom the start it burned with great mtennty and -prqqd;_{'

with greet rapidity.

About .50 the eonunu ot the ‘second godovn to thq
edst beoans iznited. The water troa the uaﬁ.ny nro &
engine was turned on &boUt 6.0 Pui., and shortly aru;-
wards the gxecutive mmﬂr. ruplic lorlm mpuwtnent. ¥
brouzht down nose and turped on the towgmu mpp}y. :
The joinb supply wasy foWever, umaole 1o ‘dg. muh’ more e
than prevent the spreéad ot thne fire 1o the, ud,jeiaing
godowns, and it continued vo smouldsr for some time . -
altervards. Ihe Uganda Kailway possesses t¥o ri'i-'i“ongi-np‘"g'
but one’ of them, togetner vita 1cnat.hl ot nou “had, 1t
is stated, been commandsersd by the urmo rm-port
OPficer, and thers was comtmng ¥rong, iun the euly par
of the rire, with the one that vas aveilable. lhese hro :
engines were, however, provided tor tne protocuon orv

‘l’hora is8 no ﬂro engine m- tha nxtuomon ol’ t'u'u

in godonu. tiie howe lent. by the eubud works unpartmt.

vas providu by wvomgnt tor the prot.ecnon ofithe !
blic wo. uepa.rmns nou-. Lhere- are, howeyer, totnl '

g.sq standpipes -1opg the line of gomﬁu ynugg.\

of 800 rt., ayd 3he pressure 49 quite nod.
hydrant was used st the Firs: twp noges nro eodpw

théYe way 8081 4nopsn non to. ynasle aqd;uom nmax}u

2
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“there 18 no .\udnqo ot iiﬁndiui-. but there u
no doubt that both the goaovu*%?i or packed Vi
produce of a kind that is infl liable to gm;-;u .
heags and spontaneously comcust. ihe ”M on thb put
si 8, &8 far as ve can learm, elo;ﬁy ym T 1 WA
‘s0l! nn trom floor fo rodf to e shape. or tap Mﬁ—
ing, l1tn dotton seeds This nass of cotton M\tpd .&
undilturood tor a pormd ot “n mw.pn. No! mugn uﬁ'o-

windows or rmorc. zuvi aven tho nntillw‘r 1n uo ro,“_-.’,_ -
onurely tilled. 'the west: guo-m*m; u-u,axu uwd i
sxcept for a k
whioh was teing tilled when tm m- oromut. s;m
vithesses, however, stated that in this' pddﬁ“khlw :
enough roo: Yor @ man to pass-along Mr ‘the !0“%" "
stooped; no passages had been deft tor ninlatm.
west godown contained a mixed u;oeﬁgpn ot produde.. ;#‘
sotton, ‘copra, corrés, cnillies; n&m ucd. and
Aatting bagss (Vide sketch plan attaen«* st
The pressiure iA such vast piles: ot prm mé
loné gensrate a certain amount ot heat, 'and shis sdaed
46 ‘the fermentation and natural ‘heating which s limble
6 oecur ‘in obtton, cotton seed, ‘and Gopratin a mm .
‘dil‘tl. is bound to' generate 1nl’1ﬂlubﬁ gases. '.,'0 i
m,oylnmo as to wnat is uhe tiamn point of such gases,
or at what ‘stage sotual tire is woducod. It may, d'uiq;-.
h prodnco@’:tthout direct human iBtervention, or iy
- l%l ¢ _vapours.may have been ignited oy &+
eimn‘b. 11t by oue'of the lavourers, but as m
abov8 “theére is no evidence of this. At lm'h ’
clear to 88 that the over-loading of gedowns n
of this nature without allowitg rer passages ror ¥
.‘:Qm or xup“ug; mhnn o out.umury uxutom.

» 2t | further
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godon mn or m!'lqpanlo pro"hgc; L j
mporviuo: of a responn u;:l ln.ropun ;“p,pg
tcngt.mg provmlnco{ m it'is rnarktbh tnn immg
from tire hu been nuor-a 80 long. i B
lgnau, uouon‘s sodpvu and the. contents ,vogg
ensured viu the norm sritinn Inam'mo oe.. mo ;
Por mien arb hnrl. Iuion themselves. Mr. Iuo.‘
BQnon‘: mnto Pro:mm mo oy books u@,&g h
booko. ‘and ﬁ,ao nis unruet pouevu. ‘there nmu d
b- mthz;g ay far as we could aee in wo tirm* l*ghg ;
s td show in what plniou,ur ‘godowns the vgjm i
pggiioﬁu of the %00k was svoTed, 1t ¥as @ ouriou* 4
coinowlmo tnﬂi&m ovnor or ‘the pert:}\m - the
tIuaran« Aguh out ¥e 4o not wish to mphta any. 3 4 N
spicion a;p{n-t the Agentl on tnat woow t A
| '?&;ﬁ: general* conolusion, v.n-rc?vn. 1g)mr. MW
m egund by spontaneous cglouniol. d.qo w vad ﬁgwﬁ
»and lack of vonti}auon. It appears ptomblo tnat t(( =3
alnbultx ble gases generated in the long stored mass or L
j aottu seod in ‘the kastern godown, and being unun sdj. 3
" fregly rouh the outer air through the mr nntil,q}ppd ’
tW ""“ﬁ tn‘oir way through the aronu »m ;» o W
; Wﬂ into l'fm ;‘gh &

_:'

4 g% Nyu&i
thtolg on iu

wind or the r‘n
destroyed.,



.. this fare ‘océhrbd',on June zund§ and‘orgke out 4Bout¥.:
Iﬂgua.n. It broke ‘out at the pack of a block of .
m in the mein road due uru or the. uuﬂ-un&
oﬂan Par as can be gathersd no one was' muu
there at the time, but it was not altogether. uumctory
to have to enquire into the exagt. airnm’“ﬂ" '? this i
outbreak 44 mopths after it oocurnd. ‘

The Psots as ascertained are as Pollowsi~ There u ‘a
small open space at the back of ‘the bnmut't shop
ocoupied by Messrs. ¥ardle and Co., and this space is
bounded oa the north by seae thatolied native huts and on |
the east by tse godowas. In the open space about 1'100 i-i
pales of coften had besn stacked for over a mombh but
450 were removed a Few days before the fire ownd. zmd
piiey fommed & high and.eolid pile which was covered by
green canvas tarpsuling. Ihe cales vere placed on lumps
of coral on the bare ground, which is composed of corals ;
The reinfall pﬂﬂnd 1! May was considerable, vizi
7.97 inches, and from Jume 188 to #las, 0.62 inohes, 50 |
the bales ware clése to the danp ground, and one utuu \';
gave evidenoe that of v occssion the tarpaulins.were e,
resoved %o pour away ai,utor whith had Sellected on
thea. % L5 :

the sotton belouged o w\ mitish Gnun Growing.
Association aad the Bombay & Ugands Syndioatel. Umu |
Cotten Fuying & uwu Aos and was in the hands. n&' no
AMm ynunlo Ge. for sngpment. It is said to have

polices Coyemping it ?Mo
tu arrival n kngiand, ‘“ n




. Abont 10.46 on mm i&mgﬂon smoke was .- ;
obcn‘vorl issuing from m stack; the tarpaulins, or: umt 3
vas loh. of them, were removed and some of the owur
bales, and it is stated that the pales in the centre low
down wers red hot, fhe fire then rapidly spread,’ and 1
‘eyentually the godowiis near by caught tire; one uluﬂng
46 the African Mercamtile Co, was entirely consuned uth :
its oontonu. 4the other velonging 10 iriqorxo & Co, Wwas
only partially turamt, and most of the property therein
was removed.

fhe Sown wateér was turmed on the fire oy means of
the Publie works Department home, and 1} was 'w’uh"(lllx‘z._.
subdued about <4 hours later. E, e
A considerable quantity of the cotton was ulnd.
and the amount salved realised &7000. Nuabers of
sporohed valss were opened and the damaged ‘cotton
utmt“ and made up into fresh valeg.
The Arrican nn,u;mo godown and also Iluu.s ,,_;;;
Fnigerio's gedown wers Mnl with the Cemmeraial ’l 'i
Thore i# no evidemoce of mh ‘out e pily
cotton bales was im close proxi ty teo mom, IrAD
in which natives &re often sittiAg or passing alos h
faot vhe upper veranish opens imto a kitchem in shioh ;4
there is & wtove, and it vas quite possible for emvers. ;4
froa the stove, or lighted olgareite sads, o have oeen .
 throwa Syar the verandan, witness Delonging to the
Agent’ ‘fira staved that ne is ocriain toat Gothing of
. oofurred ror he dmily Jooked Aown on the pile N,
NW“ asar by. In our mimnr. Vas arerigult |
Aimcover & mqm M in which to store .
ot 4 regard be, Acrican mmu qf&»,é
5 £
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the ‘cotton was only' stored there temporarily pending
shipment, owing to the cancellation of shipping orderss.
The cobton had, nhovever, actually renained in this.
: nnd'ltuﬁc apot  for-aboit one month. - ' e

In the absencs of any evidence of the upphonnon £
of any Pire ‘to the cotten, and.in view of the European
6videnos’ to the ePPect that suoke was first soen issuing
fron tHe lower part of ‘the. .stack of cottons %y are
foroed to the conclusion that 'this tire was caussd by
spontansous compustien. :

In the course of our enguiry we wers struck by the
faot that onde & risk'is accepled 'by an Insurance \
Gompany*s Agent) the Ageut appears 40 take put® little
Purther interest i the master. ¥or as fap as we can
ledrd 5o periedie inspsotion of the method® of storing
produds or goods in godowns is carried out on behall of
the Insurancs Uo. P L AN

y A duqrxprnon of the godovn is apparently furniahed :
tothe In-umoo AconQ yith the application for in-nrumg
There 13 no svidence that information is solght with : 4
regard to the construction amd nature of the mu;rouh,dins 3
buildings, or other details which appear to us to. be
very inportant. In fact, with refersnds to the Nomba¥l
m-o. gouds were uau-od in godowns in close proximity
to mative thatohed hutc. ud apparently without any cnra
premium. It is, howefier, believed that the Qoourrende Qt’ §
these fires, and the saquiry iate the ciroumstances
attending the outoreaks wills nowever., nave a xoed'c?romf
and lead to more supervision. 2
On the last day of our eanguiry we uﬂuﬂ ¥r, ” d
, to give us his yiews. He is on'd visit %o this uputr;.m
eV lnlpoeto,; th bonuroul Uaion qurwo N, o

ﬂ, J,a.\ }aﬂ

¢
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onw m w&glb(n godown fire

k..ﬂlu l““"-
% S roprum the Comlorcnl Union Innurnnco co m

the Umon Assurance Oo.

m(or Messrs nmmud & Cluko) mm-
Yo are ntug for the moment as agcau for. North’
British Insurance Co. in replacement o!‘ *!uion &

Cie. We alw®o upromt the Commercial uuou >
' Inmruoo Cos 1 got instructions by ublo ater B
days ago and Besson & cu. 414 uoo. tunructmg

me to -aot for )lorth 8nthh go. 18 m nludtni

fire ‘and I represent the Conerezal jon in- tho[b'.»

ﬂ"

-!‘hﬂﬁi Tive. g

Ar.Shaw stabes - ob
At time ot xnmmo m mnt is oxptc'ud tb
review t.ho p:opo-al bororo l’ornrdma it ud to
oppose if is necessary. It is obliqntory on
applicant to provxdo gorrect 1hfomntiom tho
gontract is Pounded.on *gotd fdith". If goy“
pu-tiully surrounded by thatohed huu &C. n":
intouigclt Agca‘t woild impose extira pruin. it
penis rather on now exhaustive is the prapom
TR a8 to. ﬂothu on inspection of the prmm ;
ud wmwm muld be made. ]
Generakly uu‘kuc. inspection of risss isat
Agents' tiuorotio’; practice of various nrrmi vary.
¢ Thers. is an uphd oblmuou on the xumu to.
: G -Muntu nfkom

leature was the congestion of

storage;



storage; but, im m mhnoo of a npooggl
ct;pulatmn in the contract, t.ho oonchtfbn of
cengestion would not come under the h;g of a
material mis-description. The Agents ari ox;notod
to exergise their discretion and if a po-itton of
congestion comes o their notioce thny can, if. ;hay
deem it wige, cancel the policy Lf' tb,o oondition is
not glturod for the better. In absence of inspection
by agent or obligatiom on insursd to noti(y. ‘the
Agent wonld be ignorant ia many cases of the =
conditxoa of eongution until the fire vcound.
1 consider noraco in solig uc‘-ﬁ;trmly
‘dangerous. the contri putory. factors u npoutwoul
combustion are * damp L 'p:ou\u'o' 'Mgh lqctl
temperature” and‘u);un of vontumo!’ A lum
(naked flame) is nq& noonurr to .t.nl” the, .
conflagration. Stacking of ocales of elﬁ.on on damp.
ground, if stack mthcunﬂy layge ud hou-t of
stook not sufficiently ventilated n;ght lead to =
oonuu-tion. in u opn}‘on ;u vuot.&bh fibres, and
sotton sesd and edpra, tonu. te liable, uader
eon:hhoxu. to spontansous ooubuntxon. lnod
luouu of tho nbovo would not acuntuno the
~ lability.a solid uuck of ootton seed unduturqu
for 10 months -ull w very liabln te s qtanoou-
oombustion. In thp‘ ‘of a c\ngk of 1 balu
eotton 50 fut nxm ‘On damp ‘;rom, cou on
nuhi oom u qc unlo tjn as's m?
gmsf yoncy 1“ ‘put before me Af it i
provo{ oouuuo 1} onmd ul dno :‘
to Pbrnnhuoi ﬂ@ lﬁﬂ would emud by the
muq ulo.ubagalt of Gomrolal unon Co. ) in

mﬂ‘. Wb A0 i




negligence &c¢. by higher rates.
I do not comsider the plage at
& 0o & suitable place to stack oot

insured by the one insurer does ot xup boolu
showing the stock in each godown, he'might be at a
disadventage, out he could €ind the stoock by
deducting the stock checked or eo\m’w& in ‘the cther

godowns, or he could make a uorn ltatohnt. hc
would in fact have to prove his lon to thﬂ ;

nthmuon of the Company.
mmun stitesi- s
1 azres r;th» 1 thn l\;.&ha'
like to ,*4 - 1










